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PRAYING OR SINNING: WHICI
SHALL BE GIVEN UP?

= —

T was a saying of an old author, that *“either

- prayer will make a man give over sinning,
or sin will make a man give over praying.”
Does any reader of these lines feel inclined to
reply, ¢ Yes, it i1s all very well to quote old
sayings; but I know such a one, and such an-
other, who go to church or to chapel as regular-
ly, and say their prayers at home as devoutly, 4s
you can wish ; but for all that they are no bet-
ter than their neighbors, .They have not left
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off sinning yet, let old antl.ors say what they
may.” Granted ; but this is not all that you
might havesaid, Nota few, it is to be feared,
say many prayers in order that they may sin
‘the more, Many, after baving been savingly
ennverted to God h:n'e confeqn’sed that, thonwh
1t mfly be W lth mnch apparent devotmn ye
‘they never truly pmyecl '

As to one case of the kind there c¢an he no
mistake, for we read of it in the Bible, A man
belonged to a particular sect, famous for this
one thing—that they made long prayers. IHe
was likewise one of the most devout of the
whole sect, and sn had always been in the
‘habit of making these long prayers; yet when
he was savingly converted to God, it is said
of him, as a thing as new as it was strange,
“Go, and inquire for Saul of Tarsus; for, BE-
HOL:D The pizweth"’ L

"What, then,is pr :1};{11 We see what 1L 18
not; but what is it? = When a person, in immi-
'nent danger of ‘perishing trom. fire or {rom
water, calls upon another for l:elp be 1ueans
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what he says, and really wishes for the aid he
amplores.  When a person, in destitute circums-
stanees and ready to perish, begs for relief from
one able to afford 1t, or when any one has set
his whole mind on the attainment of some par-
ticular object, and requests the assistance of a
man of great influence, who has the power of
obtaining it for him, such persons are perfectly
sincere in the petitions they present. This
may serve to give us some notion of what
prayer really is. B
Now, if a person has such desires he must
wish to be holy. Not that he will henceforth
‘be free from the rising up in his mind of sinful
desires ; but they will be subdued. IHe must
have a prevailing desire to be holy, for the
plainest of all reasons. '"The salvation of which
he now longs to partake is a deliverance from
Bin in every sense of the word, from all sinful
feclings and inclinations as truly as from the
punishment that sin. deserves. The' bless:
ings God has to bestow are qpu‘ltual—fzoh}_
blessings., The heaven in which they all end

k

W a Loly place. . God himselt is /wh/ bd’y,'_
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then, whether it is possible for a man to have
directly opposite desires at the same moment.
Can he supremely and prevailingly love the
very thing which he hates, or hate what he
loves? How plain, then, is the consequence!
If & man really prays, he cannot willingly and
habitnally sin. If he willingly goes on in the
ways of sin, he cannot really pray; he muss
give up prayer. The two cannot exist to-
gether, There is not, there cannot be, any ar-
gument in saying, “I know such a man who
prays, but he has not given up sinning for all
that.” Hypocrites there have been in all ages
who have professed to pray without meaning
a word they uttered: The prayer of all such
13 “abomination to the Lord.” Prov. xv, 8;
xxviii, 9.

. But we have sald that real prayer is not
only:the sincere desire of the heart, but that it
must be offered up with faith in the mediation
and intercession of Jesus Christ; and thisis a
point of the greatest importance. By this is
meant, not merely that we ought to end our
prayers with a mention of the name of Christ,
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put that, in order to pray aright, we must have
a steadfast faith in bim, as our richteous Adl-
vocate with the Father, who has ¢ entered into
the holy place;” that is, into heaven itsell, as
it is said, “by his own blood.” We must
have faith in him who, thongh he “kuew no
sin, was made sin for us,” that we might be
saved from the wrath of God through him,
Heb. ix, 125 2 Cor. v, 21, Now this faith, wt
are told, * puritieth the heart,” (Acts xv, 9;)
18 directly connected with, and produces, all
the fruits of holiness—love to God, obedience
to his will, a desire to please and glorvify him—
“fruits ” which are directly the opposite of
sin, Taith, too, is always connected with re-
pentance, and cannot exist without it; and the
meaning of repentance is a hearty sorrow for
gin, and a desive to forsake it. 8o here again
we are brought to the same conclusion, that
praying will make a man give up sinning, or
stnning will make him give up praying,
Which, then, will you choose, and which
will you give up? This is the all-important
question which is' now put to you. O, look
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for one moment. at the consequences of each ;
for, be assured, they are as certain as cause
and cifect can be in any case whatever,

The consequences of prayer! These are
stated by our blessed Saviour in a single sen-
tence: “Lvery one that asketh receiveth.”
Matt. vii, 8. Ile, then, that, in the manner
just spoken of, prays in the faith of' Christ,
‘ '1'ecvive ? the forgiveness of all sin, and with

“all things ” which can bless or satisfy the
boul in time and to eternity. ‘“God 1s love,”
1 Johniv,8. There is only one obstacle whieh
can prevent all the needful blessings our heav-
enly Ifather has to bestow from heing poured
out upon us. Let six be pardoned and re-
moved forever; and as certainly as the sun
will shine when the clouds are volled away, so
surely will the God of all grace lift np upon
us the light of his conntenance, and bestow all
things needful here, and cternal glory here-
after. e who lives in the habit of constant,
fervent, believing prayer, has a refuge in ‘111
tlouble,_n guide in all perplexity, a joy which
no one who does not possess it can form any
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conception, and an antidote against the fear of
death. Ee who could say, “ It is gnod for me
to draw near unto God,” was also able to
say, “Thou shalt guide me with thy coun-
sel, and afterward receive me to glory.” Psa,
xxiii, 24.

But the consequences of sinning—what are
they?  We tremble to think of them. It is
trne, we do read, even in the Dible, in one
place, of the “ pleasures of sin,” but they are
styled, “ the pleasures of sin for @ season; ”
(Ileb. xi; 253) and many other passages, and
facts without number, might be brought to
prove that they are as vain and hollow and
deceitful as they are temporary. How fora-
bly does the Apostle say to his Roman con-
verts, * What finit had ye ¢hen in those things
of which ve are now ashamed?” That is,
however, but half the verse; what follows?
“The end of those things is death.” Rom.
vi, 21, We see the misery which sin -bﬂl‘il]g."-% in
its train in the precent world. We read in the
inspired book of God such sentences as the {ol-
lowing : “Be sure your sin will find you out!”




8 PRAYING OR SINNING, ETC.

“ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also
reap ?” “The wages of sin is death.”

IBut now is the golden opportunity ; now
(God waits to be gracious, invites you to pray,
promises to hear; only delay not lest it be
gone forever, Do you say you know not how
to pray? It is God alone who, by his Holy
Spirit, ean pour out upon you a *spirit of
grace and supplication;” but ask him to do so,
and thus to “ assist the prayers that you make
before him.” * Take with you words, and turn
to the Lord : say unto him, Take away all inig-
uity, and reccive me graciously.” Hos, xiv, 2,
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