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end to end by the delegates to the (Ecumenical Conference of Method-
ism, assembled from every quarter of the world. . . . . Just as
City-road Chapel has been for more than a century the centre of Meth-
odism in name, yesterday the idea expressed in the words was for the
first time fully realised. The intellectual and spiritual leaders of the
many millions of people whose religious life is moulded on the lines laid
down by John Wesley were gathered in the church which the founder
of the Methodist Connexion designed. The gpirit which is likely to
animate the Conference, and the renewal of old ties likely to result,
were illustrated in the introductory proceedings, which were character-
ized by warmth.

The Liverpool Mail: The Lord Mayor of London, who has been a
generous benefactor to the cause of Wesleyanism both in England
and Ireland, is to be congratulated upon the happy coincidence which
brings the Methodist (Ecumenical Conference within the period of his
municipal reign. The reception, on Wednesday evening, September
7th, of nine hundred of the leading members of the Wesleyan commu-
nity at the Mansion House, when the state apartments were brilliantly
lighted and decorated for the occasion, must have suggested to many of
the guests a pleasant recollection of a once famous work by that eminent
%Qn(lzgnfgrmist divine Dr. Binney—*“ How to Make the Best of Both

orlds.

‘The Christian Life (A Unitarian organ): We have reason for believing
that the only questions for serious discussions, at the great Methodist -
Council now held in London, will be confined to the quickening of the re-
ligious life of mankind. This is the professed object of those who are at
the head of the movement called Methodism. No sect can claim to-day
the same amount of success that has crowned, for one hundred and forty
years, this Church. It is a joy to us to add that it is eminently religious,
and so deserves the admiration of every well-wisher of our race. We
are not in this article to be the critics of the theological errors or defects
of the Methodist Church; we wish to lay before our readers a few facts
which show the strength and grandeur of this denomination of Chris-
tians. It was a happy idea that its representatives should meet in Lon-
don where Wesley organised his plans; and it is fortunate that the chief
magistrate of the great metropolis is at this time an honoured member
of the Wesleyan body. . . . . Onme of our ministers informs us, in
a letter, that'in the United States the Methodists are the only body that
keep in check the daring assumption and arrogance of the Roman Cath-
olic Church. They overmatch in industry and success the whole hier-
archy of Rome, with all its Irish auxiliaries; and all wise men bless
God for Wesleyanism in America. Of the theological value of this
movement during the past and present century we shall hereafter speak.
Of its moral value we would now observe that every city, town, and
village of the United Kingdom has felt a saving influence in the exer-
tions of Methodists. If we were asked to name the one chief instru-
ment in the hands of Providence which has contributed most of late to
the moral elevation of our people, we would not hesitate for a moment
to say, ‘ Methodism.” The great awakening of our country to the im-
portance of a righteous, sober, and godly life took place last century
through the labours of John Wesley. en of all Churches have again
and again acknowledged this. e has left a legacy in the institution he
founded of far-reaching holy influence. When he began his labours,
even the Sunday, north and south, was a carnival of profligacy, sensu-
ality, and crime. In town and village rampant villany, wickedness,
and wretchedness were everywhere. The Methodist preacher went to
these places, at first to be insulted and mobbed, but soon to awaken
and change the life of the vilest inhabitants. Chapels, schools, libraries,
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and benevolent societies sprang into being wherever the preachers went.
The working men’s houses were refurnished, and quietness and cleanli-
ness soon reigned instead of disorder and dirt. We have heard old in-
habitants of some English villages tell how soon hymns took the place
of lewd songs, and sacred music the place of brawls, among the colliers
of the North: Millions of families have been blest by sobriety, purity,
and piety, with better life, and hope in death through the energy and
zeal of the lay preachers of this body. In their desire to do good they
have heeded not the gibes or sneers of men, and they have done God’s
will, restored many lost and wandering souls to the true Shepherd of the
Church. It is a moral and religious triumph, we think, of this day,
when we hear of the success of Methodisin; and we hope out of the
Council now assembled a new zeal and enterprise to bless mankind will
spring.

The Rock (Church of England paper): The Methodist (Ecumenical
Conference, which for some weeks has been exciting as lively an inter-
est in circles outside Wesleyan boundaries as among ‘the people called
Methodists,” is now in session at the City-road Chapel. The building
has been the scene of many memorable gatherings, but perhaps of none
more remarkable than that which was seen there on Wednesday last.
There were assembled ministers and laymen from different parts of the
world, the majority of whom had left their churches and their homes in
order to confer with each other for several days on topics of interest to
their beloved Church. No one can fail to admire and to honour the
simplicity and the purity of motive which has brought these men from
afar, and, with Lorg Mayor M’ Arthur, thousands who do not exactly see
eye to eye with them on all points, both of doctrine and Church policy,
will be disposed to bid them a hearty welcome. Some of their bishops
have already made a good impression by their sermons in London on
Sunday last, and the names of those announced to take part in this (Eeu-
menical Conference will serve to remind many of men of no slight repu-
tation as authors and preachers.

The Kentish Mercury: A religious convocation of a peculiarly interest-
ing character is.at this time being held in London— the Methodist (Ecu-
menical Conference, the first gathering of the kind that this great body
has ever held. . . . . There is no doubt that Methodism is one of
the great spiritual forces of the present day that, perhaps, next to the
Church of England, is affecting most powerfully the religious interests of
the Protestant world ; and while it is impossible not to regard with sym-
pathy and respect the zeal and earnestness of this great Christian organi-
sation, we cannot help regret that at the time of the appearance of Wes-
loy the rulers of the Church of England refused to sanction or recognise
his labours, and thus alienated an element which, if it had been assimi-
lated, would have proved a source of incalculable strength to the Estab-
lishment. . . . . Let us be willing to learn lessons, not only from
Wesleyanism and the more respectable forms of Nonconformity, but
even from the Salvation Army itself, in devising methods to endear our

rand and pure old Church to the hearts of the common people to whom

hrist preached the Gospel, and to whom His people are especially com-
missioned to go, and to increase her efficiency as in every semse the
Church of the nation.

The Daily News: It is_impossible to overlook the historic interest of
the proceedings of the Methodist Conference now sitting in London.
Nearly a century and a half ago, when political corruption was rivalled
by the corruption of the clergy, and when private and public morality
were alike rare, a few young Oxford students joined together in a strenu-
ous effort against the religious indifference of the day. The leaders of
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these young men, whose regularity of life and of religious observance
won them the title of ‘ Methodists,” were Whitefield and the brothers
Charles and John Wesley. Whitefield’s wonderful preaching, which
stirred all England and won the admiration of Horace Walpole, who
generally knew how to admire real talent when he saw it, did much for
the new movement. The sweetness and beauty of the hymns of Charles
Wesley did much for it. But, as has been truly said, John Wesley was
the movement itself. To his eloquence, but still more to his life-long
perseverance and untiring devotion, the organisation and earlier tri-
umphs of Methodism are due. According to one of the speakers at the
Conference yesterday, Methodism now numbers some four millions and
a-half of followers in England, and over twenty-three millions in differ-
ent parts of the world, being particularly strong in America. Yet in
1738, when Whitefield and the two Wesleys first came from Oxford to
London, they and their few Oxford friends were the only Methodists.
It would be difficult to overrate the debt which civilisation owes to a
movement which came at a terrible period of religious decay, and stirred
the pulses of national life and duty.

The Manchester Examiner and Times : The Methodist (Ecumenical Coun-
cil is displaying a great deal of freshness and vigour in its discussion of
social topics. The debate on intemperance, and more especially on the
Sunday liquor traffic as a hindrance to religious work, focussing as it did
the experience of men from all parts of the world, both from countries
where the public-houses are closed and others where they are opened
on Sunday, was particularly interesting and valuable. The fullest re-
port obtainable ought to be reprinted and widely distributed by some
one or other of the temperance societies.

The Sunday-School Chronicle: The (Ecumenical Council of Methodists,
now holding its sittings at the Wesleyan Chapel, City-road, is attracting
a good deal of attention, not only of the religious but of the secular
press. Whatever the topic, whoever the speaker, there is but one opin-
ion, that Methodism is all-sufficient for every condition of society, and
for the requirements of every age. A more united or harmonious gath-
ering never assembled; and the good feeling and brotherly love that
seem to prevail may well be emulated by other bodies when they thus
meet in council. We have not space to report one tithe of the good
things said; we might fill our columns with extracts from the papers
read and speeches made, which, though uttered in the interest of Meth-
odism, have an application for all Christian workers.

The Birmingham Daily Post: It requires no stretch of candour to say
that the Conference embodies a lofty idea, expressed in terms obviously
not less sincere than dignified. We find amongst the subjects of dis-
cussion such practical topics as education, the means of evangelistic
work, the provision of an itinerant ministry, training-schools and Sun-
day-schools, missionary efforts, and others of a kindred kind—the inten-
tion being so to treat them as to use to the fullest extent the force of
the Methodist organisations, and to avoid waste of power and rivalry of
effort. To such objects, and to the assembly which has met to promote
them, a hearty welcome wili be given by all earnest-minded people in
this country. BN

The Christian Union: The greatest religious reformation of modern
times is unquestionably that wrought by the Methodist denomination.
A century and a-half a?o religious fervour in England, and we might
almost say religion itself, had well-nigh died out. If we wish to know
what Wesleyanism has done for England—we might say for the world—
the Methodist (Bcumenical Conference now being held in London will
answer that it has wrought the grfatest of all religious reformations,

"} T
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and has won millions of souls to the Kingdom of Christ. Indeed, never
in the history of the world were such a union of Christian ministers and
laymen from the uttermost parts of the earth ever held for the same
purpose and in the same unanimity of spirit. A remarkable feature of
the Conference is that it has been the daily topic of Christian people
of all denominations, and its proceedings have been recorded day by
day in every journal in the United Kingdom and in America. The
Conference will be of untold good not only to the Wesleyans them-
selves, but to all Christians of all denominations. .

The Weekly Dispatch, (owned and edited by Mr. Ashton W. Dilke,
M.P. for Newcastle), [ The Methodist Recorder says: *The testimony,
coming {from such a quarter, is remarkable.]: The Methodist (Ecumeni-
cal Conference that is now being held in London is quite as interesting
in its way as was the Pan-Anglican Synod of a few years ago, or as are
such profane assemblies as those of the British Association or Social
Science Congress. Methodism is the one great and successful religious
revival that Protestantism can boast of, and in its strength we see the
strongest element of Christianity, apart from that which keeps the
Papacy alive. Protestantism would probably have been a dead thing in
England long before now had not John Wesley arisen to give it new life
a century and a half ago, and the Wesleyans now hold a far more logi-
cal position in England than do their Evangelical friends or rivals in the
State Church. More than that, if the Evangelicals were as honest in
their religion as are the Wesleyans, they would come out of the State
Church and ally themselves openly with Wesley’s disciples. Low
Churchmen are not very likely to learn the lesson of independence and
honesty offered to them by such apostles of purity and simplicity in
religious forms as Bishop Simpson and Dr. Osborn, but outsiders who
are neither Wesleyans nor Low Churchmen may profit by such dis-
courses and yet more by the evidence now forced upon them as to the
numerical strength and the spiritual vigour of the Methodist organisation.

The Nonconformist and, Independent : The great (icumenical Conference
of Methodism, which is now being held in the metropolis, is altogether
unique in character, and is, on many accounts, one of the most remark-
able ecclesiastical assemblies ever held. It cannot boast a long and
illustrious descent; it does not parade an ecclesiastical pedigree in proof
of the apostolical succession of its ministers; it has no legislative author-
ity over the wide-spread communities it represents; and if the value of
its deliberations were to be tested solely by the additions made to_the
statutes of Methodism, it must be pronounced practically useless. Yet,
looking at the history of which it is the impressive symbol, at the spir-
itual force which lies behind it, and of which its agencies are the expres-
sion, and at the vital sympathy between the various sections of which
it is composed, which has been so manifest in its deliberations, it is not
too much to say that England has seldom witnessed a spectacle more
suggestive. . . . There is every variety of Methodists—Methodists
who have bishops, and Methodists who have minimised, as far as possi-
ble, the distinction between the ministry and the laity ; Methodists who
attach some value to ecclesiastical dignity and order, and Methodists
who would give greater play to enthusiasm and excitement; Methodists
who have a soupcon of Conservatism, and Methodists who are full of
democratic ideas and impulses. But there were few, if any, jarring and
discordant notes among them, and the spiritual unity was so real and
strong that it overbore all trivial differences.

The Christian : On Friday afternoon the work of women in the Church
was the theme, and while American delegates claimed for their sisters
who could preach, and who felt called to do so, the fullest privilege
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therein, the leading British brethren were quite conservative on this
point, and raised the oft-repeated cry that a woman should not be man-
nish, or a man womanish. When did the Gospel come to have a dis-
tinction of sex, or the preaching of it become “ mannish” any more than
“womanish”? Are the customs of uninspired assemblies to be quoted as
law for the regulation of the work of the great Master in bringing the
world to himself? It is a singular spectacle to find the avowed followers
of Wesley, who made such good use of the talents of women, now, in
their greatness and prominence, ialling so far behind their Nonconform-
ist brethren in this respect. The same paper says: The marvellous
favour of God shown to Mr. Wesley and his spiritual children, who in
four generations have come to be numbered by eight millions, is reason
for devout thanksgiving, not only on the part of Methodists, but on the
part of all good Christians. Let us rejoice and be glad together.

The Daily News: The Methodist (Ecumenical Conference has well de-
served its name. . The gathering of delegates has been in the widest
sense representative. Not only have ministers and laymen come from
all the principal countries in the world, but they have also come from
such less familiar places as Yokohama, Foochow, Liberia, and Naini Tal.
Dark and tawny-skinned delegates have been present in considerable
numbers, and have taken an active part in the proceedings. The Meth-
odist story is only one further illustration of the truth that enthusiasm
is one of the conquering forces of the world. Men who believe in their
mission and in themselvés command success. The story of the early
days of Wesleyan Methodism will never lose its beauty and interest.
If callous indifference to religion at one end of the social scale, combined
with the apathy of ignorance at the other, could fit a nation for a
spiritual revival, England was ready for such an event in the times of
the Duke of Grafton and Lord Chesterfield. It began as a middle-class
movement. . . . . But powerful, almost irresistible, as were the
forces thus working for Methodism, they would never have settled down
from the fiery zeal of the first revival into the calmer but more potent
shape of a great religious organisation, had it not been for the wisdom,
the moderation, and the foresi%ht of John Wesley. He was a great
preacher, but he was greatest of all as an administrator and organiser.
It was his organising power which fixed the enthusiasm of a single
generation into a permanent agency for good. . . . . The past pros-
perity of the Wesleyan Churches was due to the single-hearted zeal with
which all the branches of Methodism have worked for the common
cause. The teaching of the Methodist leaders has always specially com-
mended itself to the great masses of the people.

The Manchester Courier : To minds that can grasp only visible results,
it may seem that the Conference has passed away “ Like the baseless
fabric of vision,” leaving “mnot a rank behind.” To minds more open
to the unseen and invisible the matter will present itself in a very dif-
ferent way. Even if we ask for something palpable as an evidence that
the Conference had done something we can be gratified. The public
mind of England is waking up to the enormity of the opium traffic. On
no party principle the Conference composed of all political parties has
condemned the unholy trade. Earnest men and women are toiling day
and night for the repeal of legislation’ permitting and regulating sex-
ual vice. They will be encouraged in their painful task by the
knowledge that the Conference unanimously gave its testimony against
such legislation. The Sabbath question is keenly contested both in
England and in America. The Conference, consisting no doubt in part
of the rank and file of the Methodist ministry, but partly also of its
ablest scholars, most ripe theologians, most accomplished professors, has
shown its unmistakable adherence to the stricter Sabbath doctrine. The
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views of Paley, Hessey, Plumptre, Macleod, found not a single exponent
in the 400 men that formed the Conference. The cause of temperance
has received an impetus, total abstinence and entire prohibition cannot
be, we think, the creed of all the Conference; but so far as the public
expression of sentiment was concerned not a word was uttered in the
Conference against the principle of abstinence or the policy of prohibi-
tion. The Conference has been an undoubted and a great success. If
organic unicn has not been effected this was never contemplated, and
the scars of old wounds have been effaced more completely than the
most sanguine projectors of the Conference could have hoped. What is
Methodism but a spirit? Doubtless it is associated with a doctrine, but
Methodism is the embodiment in organised form of the social and aggres-
sive spirit of Christianity, and this spirit has been intensified by the
Conference. To all who have attended it the Conference must form one
of their brightest, sweetest memories in the days to come.

The Eastern Morning News: What the Church of England has lost in
Dean Stanley has not been more painfully illustrated than in the ab-
sence of any greeting from the Anglican body to the (Ecumenical Methodist
Conference. Here is the body which, of all others, is nearest the
Church of England. Its founder was a Churchman. To a large extent
it uses the services of the Church. Its members are almost as much at
home within the parish church as within their own meeting places. Its
contribution to the religious life of the nation is acknowledged almost
universally. The Archbishop of Canterbury has just formally adopted
its most particular method of working by laymen. Dr. Pusey not so
long ago sought {0 restore it to formal union with the Church. Its
antagonism to the Calvinistic tenets of the Presbyterians and to the
Congregational doctrines of the Independents is far greater than to any-
thing in Anglicanism proper. Only lately two of our Northern Bishops
gave greetings to the Wesleyan Conference. But there was no voice
representing the Church of England to say one word of welcome to the
men of all hues and many nationalities now gathered together in London,
when the deputations from other bodies were received on Thursday
night. The Pan-Presbyterian Council of Philadelphia had a kind word
for the (Ecumenical Conference. The Presbyterians of England, by the
voice of Dr. Morrison, proclaimed their belief that the Methodists were
doing Divine work. The Congregationalists were there. Several Bap-
tist Ministers spoke of unity. Even the Moravians came forward to bid
the Methodists God speed. But no member of the Church of England
was present; no voice was raised to say that the Church out of which
Methodism sprang, looked kindly on her daughter. It is a thousand
pities—we had almost written a thousand shames; and the thrilling
voice of the great man so lately laid to rest in Westminster Abbey
seems to rise in protest against it. For the sake of the Conference, for
the sake of the Methodists, but most of all for the sake of the Church of
England, it is a lasting regret that no kindly message has gone from
Lambeth, Fulham, or St. Paul’s to the ‘“occasional conformists’” who
have for the week been meeting in London.

The Manchester Guardian: The Vatican Council evidently touched the
imagination of Christendom. . . . In thiscountry the cccumenicideaat
once struck home. Sincethe Vatican Council we have seen Pan-Anglican
and Pan-Presbyterian Conferences, and now Methodism is engaged in a
similar demonstration. Methodism is one of the great religious forces
of the world. It is found at work wherever the English language is
spoken, and in many of “the dark places of the earth,” too, its mission-
aries are doing zealous service. Of unity in the Roman sense it can not
boast. It is made up of a number of separate bodies—the parent Wes-
leyan society, the Primitive Methodists, the Methodist Episcopal Church
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of the United States, and so on. But there is a common ground on
which they can all meet, and the present Conference is designed to make
that fact clear. Altogether the meeting is a remarkable one, and the
Methodists anticipate important results from its deliberations.

The same paper said: The Americans seem to be more and more at
home with their brethren of the Western world, and the longer they
stay the better the English like them. Either the American Churches
must have sent all their best men, or the prejudices which some people
have with regard to Americans are without any foundation. The meet-
ing together of so many leading “ Britishers” with the representatives
of the United States will be of considerable service in promoting amity
]éetvzeen the two nations. The talk increases about another (Ecumenical

onference.

The Christian World’s “Special Correspondent:” The proceedings of
the Methodist (Ecumenical Conference have been sustained with un-
flagging spirit during the week, and have excited great inferest and
drawn together large audiences, in addition to the actual members of
the assembly. . . . The quality of the speaking, has, of course,
varied considerably; but the average has been high, and the Ameri-
can delegates have certainly shown no disposition to hide their light
under a bushel, so far as contributions to the oratory are concerned. The
tendency of the discussions has perhaps been occasionally rather more
in the direction of eulogy and jubilation, as distinguished from criticism
of Methodist operations, than was quite desirable, and there has been
scarcely a trace of that despondent pessimism which is so much in vogue
in some ecclesiastical assemblies.

The Manchester Examiner : To-day the Methodist (Ecumenical Council
closes its session in London. For twelve days delegates from every
Wesleyan body in the world sat in the Metropolitan Cathedral of
Methodism—the City-road Chapel. It is only just praise to say that
they have done a good stroke of business, and that their assembly merits
the name of “(&cumenical” at least as well as many other bodies which
have arrogated to themselves the exclusive use of the word. So far as
the matters discussed have any general bearing they are now open to
criticism. Daily reports have been issued to the world ; and the penalty
of this wide publicity—if penalty it be—is liability to free comment.
‘We do not apprehend that Wesleyans have any desire to shirk observa-
tion. They have never yet been accused of hiding their light under a
bushel. To say nothing of the (Ecumenical Council, which must be
deemed an exceptional phenomenon, the ordinary sittings of the Wes-
leyan Conference in England absorb as large a share of public attention
as those of any religious body. Wesleyanism is a plant of vigorous
growth. Transplanted to a foreign soil it adapts itself to new conditions,
and takes on new characters without losing its specific identity. The
strength of Wesleyanism is seen in the fact that it has survived the
shock which would have destroyed a weaker system. The glory of
Wesleyanism is seen in the fact that there is no longer a schism. The
separate function and mission of each of these bodies is acknowledged by
allp the others, and the various Methodist sections now take friendly coun-
sel with each other for the promotion of the common good. They have
abandoned the impossible dream of a uniform Christianity, or even of
a uniform Methodism. They are content to be united, without being
uniform. Of all considerable bodies of Christians, the Wesleyans have
probably departed least from their original standards. The wave of
“freethinking ’—a word which we are compelled to use for want of a
better—which has passed over other religious sects, has almost left
them untouched. For good or for evil, the fact must be recognised.
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