e - T - .

w ASBURY %%« B.L.Fisher Library

THE WHOLE BIBLE FOR THE WHOLE WORLD Instructional Services and Academic Technology

Dol b ‘-
el B AT BN
3 o s s (. (bt - o

This material has been provided by Asbury Theological Seminary in good faith of
following ethical procedures in its production and end use.

The Copyright law of the united States (title 17, United States code) governs the
making of photocopies or other reproductions of copyright material. Under certain
condition specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to finish a
photocopy or other reproduction. One of these specific conditions is that the
photocopy or reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than private
study, scholarship, or research.” If a user makes a request for, or later uses, a
photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,” that user may be
liable for copyright infringement. This institution reserves the right to refuse to
accept a copying order if, in its judgment, fulfillment of the order would involve
violation of copyright law.

By using this material, you are consenting to abide by this copyright policy.
Any duplication, reproduction, or modification of this material without
express written consent from Asbury Theological Seminary and/or the
original publisher is prohibited.

Contact

B.L. Fisher Library

Asbury Theological Seminary
204 N. Lexington Ave.
Wilmore, KY 40390

B.L. Fisher Library’s Digital Content
place.asburyseminary.edu

800.2ASBURY
asburyseminary.edu




THIS CERTIVIES
that this thesis is mcceptable to the Faculty at
Asdury Theological Seminary

M&m Advisor
W_- Reader



ORILKRTALISMS IN THE BIBLE
RORIENTAL CUSTONMS IN RELATION TO THR BISLE AS
RELATED WITH SIBCIAL RuPERERCE
TO WLDODINGS AND FURKERALS®

A Thesis
Fresented to
the FPaculty of
Asbury Theologiesl Seminary

In Partial Fulfiliment
of the Reguirements for the Degres
Bschelor of Divinity

by
Alfred Gaurishenker Bhate

June 1953



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Each man has his or her own individuality or pae
culiar way of presenting truths., This way alsc is true
of writers and institutions, The writer was privileped
to have been reared and trained in India, where a varie
ety of customs and ceremonies are found, this being a
country of many languages, customs, castes and religions,

T™is belng the background the writer has the great
privilege to study and understand the two ceremonies as
found in other neighbouring Oriental countries, Also he
being the son of a convert to Christianity from the Brahe
min (priestly family) sect, has been well informed on
Hindulsm.

Heo wants to express his pgratitude and deep appree
clation to the Methodist Church in India, for givine him
about sixteen years effective miniaterial service, which
has really contributed in his life the practical inter-
pretation of the subject of the thesls.

Algo he wants to express his great love and ap-re=
clation to his dear wife, who is a real help and partner
and a source of inspiration in the treatment of this sube
Ject.

He wishes to acknowledze his gratitude first and

foremost to the lord for His encouragement, light, and



1i

guidance as to the subject and development of the thesis;
also iroressor George Allen Turner for his counszel 4in its

praprration end Asbury Theological Seminsry.



FABLE OF CORTRETS

GHAFTER
IBTRODUCTION ¢ ¢« o » o o o
b ject stated + ¢« .+ o

.

il.

Justifioation

Literature on the subdlest

Lisitation ., .
Terns defined
Farriege . .
beath . . .
Funeral . .
Caremony . .
frogedure . .

RARRIAGHE CEREMONIZS

Gourtahlp

« B & & & =

L ]

*

.

- * - * .

-

-

»

L4

*

€

»

3

*

» A & 8 3 ¥

Gourtship by eapture

Fourtship by purchase

Qourtship by romsnce .

gourtabhlip by parents beling

Betrothal

»

'Y

*

Betrothsl In India « . o

-

-

¥ & ® @& & K 2 = &

The oeremony of betrothals

The ceremony of betrothals

Lowry

-

*

'y

L

*

*

*

L

*

-

-

responsible

¢ v v & & 9

* 4 W % §5 »

i rerais .,

in Bioduism

*+ & 3 & ¢ ¥ & 8 % » & N & & » & =

FAQRE

P B N B R B Y I R T S

TR
& O

2 &8 %84

B8



CHArTER

Lowry among the Arabs today . « + + o
Lowry among the Hindus of Indla . . ,
bowry among the Fersian pecple . « .« .
Dowry among the Hohamaedans . » « » «
Broler and Brokersage + ¢ « +» o 2 o & »
Brokers In Chipa + + ¢ o o s o » « »
Brokers 3o India . « « v 4 v s 4 .
Wed4ing COPeRORies .+ 4+ + v 4 . 4 . 4 . &
The welding Procession .« « « « « s o o
The HArrisge BUPPEr . « o 4 o ¢ ¢ s
karrisge ceremony in rersis in general
Some superatitions attached ¢ wedding
COroaonien + + « ¢ s 4 4 0 s e 6 s e
POLYGBBY + o o ¢ o s ¢ ¢ o o o o & » a o
keaning of the term .+ « ¢« + ¢ o & o &
Litferent forus of marriages named and
Aefined LrAefly « « « v v s o s o s
Origin Of FOLYZALY o + o o o « ¢ o » »
The 01d Testament and rolysauy « » « »
Polygemy dlacouraged sceording to the
Bible + » ¢« 4 ¢ 4 s 6 0 e e 0 s e
Polygamy unnstur®l o o o « ¢ o o ¢ o
The @UNUOh & + ¢ ¢ & + ¢ o ¢ s » ¢ ¢ »

deakness of polygamy

-
=
-

. A4 L] - L] »

a7
51
51

52
H2
53

55
55
55
55



CHAXTER

Among Nohammedans of Indla and Fersle

Folysemy among Hindus of India . . . &

Folygary smong the (hinese . « « + .+ o

CONOMBDINnBE® 4 « » « & o » 2 4 o + & o »

Outstending ressons for this custon of

00!1‘3‘3!)113&%‘:4»0‘&"--.'

Concublines smong the kobancedsns

Soncublines smsong the Hindus
Soncublines among the Chinene
¥idowhood and Levireate BSrriesge
HlAoWROOd o+ ¢ o+ ¢ « 4 2 4
Levirate marriege .« ¢« o+ . o
#idewhood in Hindulism . . .
w#idovwhood in China « « + » «

*

»

-

»

*

didowhood in Western gountries

Conolullon « + + ¢ v o« = o
Levirate zarrisge in Indis .
DAVODOS o o 5 ¢ o » « o 8 & &
Adultery and fornloation . .
Herlotd o« + o o o o v » ¢ »

Mvorge and herlots in Hindulen

&

»

*

-

L]

*

Mvorce sand herliets in Guine . .

L

*

-

[

.

Divorge custon in fersia ausong the

&mmn......-

L]

-

*

L

»

.

-

-

FAGE

57

60

61
63
65

68
68
71
T2
5
75
76

78
81
82
83

85



CHAXTER
Jivorce custon in Jestern countries
QOROIUBAON « & ¢« ¢ 4 o w6 4 s e
HOZBNNOGL « o o s o « o o v ¥ o s
Wopenhood in Indig . 5 » ¢ « « .
wopennocd amony the Noslems . ., .
Woman's position im China . . . .
conelusion « ¢ . . b e e 0 s e o
CORCIUBLION o 4% v ¢ o ¢ v s ¥ ¢ o o
131, THE PURSRAL QBREFOKIBS « « - v o o & &
Surial ceremony in generel . . . . .
EXPOBUL'® « 5 o ¢ + o s o » u o o »
Aquatic bupial + » 4 ¢ &« 0 s . .
InRUEALION <« o o« o« 0 o o 6 s 4 e
EBOYBLANS » o o o 4 o o 0 0w e »
CrewsbtiOn « « ¢ & s ¢ s 0 0 s e e
The mowrning garment . « . . . + »
Dust or ashes on the head . . . .
Cuttings in the fleahh . + 4 & « &
Zhaving the head and besyd . . . .
Buriacl Qubtline . ¢ « + o ¢ o 4 ¢ 0 0
izpediste burlsl counsidered urgent
The buriel of JeBUS . + + + o +
Tho usual dime + o« + « ¢ ¢ + + o+ o

Duties of next of kXin .+ » + + + &

PAGE

90

92

ge

95

94

99
100
100
100
101
101
101
101
102
lo2
103
105
105
106
106
107



CHAETER

Ffhe ouatoms found in other Oriental

COUNLIIEE o ¢ s ¢ s s+ s e e 4 0 » o

customs found iz Indis: . Ameng iHindus

Qustons found among kosleus

custous found ameny >&rsees

- L] - L4

»

«

* 4 & & b

The sustous found in the Ucoldental

SOURLIIBB « ¢ o s « 4 W e e 2 s o

A comparative atudy of the Oriental amd

Ooeidental countries on the aubjeot

Freparations for burial . .

*»

* - L4 -

*

.

.

Hobrow cuUBLOBSE « o s s ¢ » o o &« = & & =

e gustopsa in various Orieptal cocuntries

Babylonis « « o « o » & &
Fhoenlols o « o w o s o
johsswedans in Fersia . .
Frimitive tribes » « +» « »

Hindus « o » » %« o o % & @

»

» » - L

Goaparative study of the Bsatern with

the Westero countries .+ » « « + + o

On the way to the greave .« . o

*

Prevalent ocustoms eLon; the Hebrews .

&dffinn UOKDOWE o o+ o«

frofessional wourners . o

érevelent customs among Crlental ocourtries

i‘”'*‘ttlle'ict

L

. + * k]

v & 4

*

-

v

- - * . L3 L -

PAGE

107
107
109
109

110

110
111
kG h
115
115
115
115
116
119

iz1
122
122
122
123
123
123



CHAFTER

irimltive tribes . . . .

Blodue « o o « o o o o » &

Gustomns among Western people

Conpsrative study . . .
AL Lhe S1OVYE o ¢« 4 2 2 o
The grave dug Ain esrth .
The fomily tomb . . . »

The towh aa & cave . .

.

L]

.

»

-

.

.

»

L4

*

.

Hourning at the tomwb . . . .,
supusl celetration ef mourning

The use of mowrning souge

.

*

.

Gustoms obaerved et the grave in

othier

Wlmﬂlmnuiﬂs......u..

Gustoma in Babylonis . + . 4 ¢ 6 o

L

%Stgﬁﬁmmﬁy’ptglnwcaotyqq

Qustose in Persis smong the Nohsnuedans

Custons anong the Bindus . « + « o o« o

Fupersls for the keharajeas (kings) . .

comparison with that of Grlental countries

Fallure Lo receive burisl

hwuong the Hindus . « « 4+ .

mmg the iarsees L I S S S

Among Lhe Hohasmedans in Fersis

. o &

*

» L -

. ¥ %

»

EAGE
124
124
126
127
re7

128
129
130
3¢
131

131
% 31
132
133
133
135
135
136
157
137
138



Uoupariscn of the Hebvew snd Oriantel
SUBLOBB  « « % v s 4 s . e o» e s e
Flaces of burlal: how marked . . . .
Amorgg, the NODAKREIBNE .« » o« » + % o
Among ho BINAUSE « 4 « o o« » « o & 4
AmoOng the Hiyptlans » v ¢ o 4 o+ o
Ihe custows compared with the other
Uriental qountrie® « » + « « « o 4 o
Beliefs of lesding fmiths in 1ife after
-
BindMB » o ¢« & 5 ¢ ¢« o ¢ o s v s 9 o o
FAPBLODA « o« o « o 5 o » « ¢ o » « n »
Bexly CRIiebi8Ns + » + + v v o ¢ 0 o« s
EGTobiB0B o o o o o o o o 5 6 s 0 o
COEPARIBOD + o « 4 o 4 2 e e v o2 s e
GOnOINBIOR « &+ « ¢ 5 o v w v o0 o2 or s e o
BIBLIOGHAIHY . &+ 5 o o o o o o 4 o s o ¢+ ¢ & o

138
139
141
i
143

142

142
4z
144
144
145
146
149
156



CHAPTER I
IRTROLUCTION
I. SUBJECT STATED

The main subject is "Orientalisms in the Bible."
To be more exact and clear let us word the theme as "Uri.
ental customs in relation to the Bible as related with

specisal reference to weddings snd funerals."
IX. JUSTIFICATION

The main object of the thesis is to atudy Oriene
tal customs of marriage and funeral in relation to customs
in the Blble. In other words we might state, what more
can an Oriental get from the Bible (both 0ld Testament
and New Testament) than the Occidental. Also the purpose
i8 to attempt to make a comparétivo study of hoth Bastern
and Western countriss and to show how the Eastern coune
tries c¢an help the Western countries to better understand
Biblical customs., To ba more specific we might state how
that in the best way the East can make the best eonzfin
bution to the Western form of both thought and interpre-
tation in order to better underscand the Holy Bible in
relation to Oriental customs such as weddings and funer=

als.



III. LITERATURE ON THE SUBJHECT

We are aware of the faet that this world of ours
includes many continents and countries, Hence we have
a variety of both geographical snd historical divisions,
Again we have manifold groups of people having for their
communication in life several languages and customs. It
is in this latter subject that we are interested. rmong
many interesting customs of the Oriental countries, I
propose to take two customs: (1) wedding ceremonies,
and (2) funeral cersmonies,

Kow to aporehend the problem, let me put my ldeas
ag follows: In many of the Oriental countries these two
ceremonles are very interesting and hence alw:ys attract
our keen attention, which we will study in the proper
place in the body of the thesis. But the main question
to be discuszed is about the wrong belief and the wrong
and superfluous ceremonies. The writer has studied at
length with manifeld detalls to realize the great handi-
caps and shortcomings of such countries both physically,
socially and spiritually.

God is the creator of the earth and of all that is
contained in the earth and in the heavens. Yes, He is
the creator, sustainer, and redeemer of menkind. He cares

for us and He truly loves us as His ovn sons and daughters.



For our hope and salvation He gave His only begotten son,
i1so His word is the Holy Seriptures. The Bible {both
0ld Teatsment and New Testament) is a lamp unto our feet
in the words of the great Fsalmist David,

The ceremonies as such are full of doubts, super-
stitions and uncertailnty and the only solution which can
be sourht is from the Bible. Of course the Bible is the
great and mighty help, which can give comfort, enlight-
emment, and sbove all the great promise of hope and
salvation offered by Jesus Christ for each individual,

home, family, community and the whole world.
Iv. LIMITATION

Our present topic 1s very inclusive, hence a spe-
cial cire will be taken to avold details. The main thought
and concern will be the real study of the Orlental cus-
tome in the light of the Bible, and to help the ¥estern
countries to better understand the Bible in relation to

wedding and marriage ceremonies.
V. TERM3S DEFINED

Marriage, 1. (a) The condition of being a husband
or wife; the relation between married persons, spouse=
hood, wedlock. (b) Marriage now, and {c) in the matrimonial

state. (d) Comnunal marriage, Flural marriage, polymamy.



2. (a) Entrance into wedlock, the action or act
of marryinge-a ceremony, or procedure by which two ver-
sons are made husband and wife. (b) The nurtial ceremony
together with the sccompanying Testivities; a wedding,

3. A particular international alliance or union.
(a} A cross marriage, aprlied to the marriage of a man
to the sister of his sister's husband.

L. Marriage blessing, bond, ceremony, choice,
contrast, covenmant, dinner, dowry, dues, duty, faith, tie,

trezty, vow, etc.

Death. The act or fact of dying; the end of life;
the final cessation of the vital funetions of an animal

or plant or of an 1nd1vidual.2

Funeral. 1. Pertzining to the ceremonial burial
{or cremation) of the dead; used, observed, delivered
ete. at a8 bhurial,

2. The ceremonies connected with the burial (or
cremation etc.) of the body of the dead person; obsecuies,
burial, (or its ecuivalent) with the attendant observances.

3. Funeral sermon

4. A burial procession

1’§§gg§3£'g New Internati-nal Dictionary, 2nd edi-
tlon, Pe .

2 he Oxford English Dietionary, Vol. IV,



5. In verious indefinite applications; {a) death,
{b) grave, (¢) monument,

6. As funeral biscuit, boat, cake, cup, party,
undertaker.,

7. To bury, to mourn for the dead.3

Ceremony. 1. 4 formal act or series of actsj
often of a symbolical charscter, prescribed by law, cus-
tom, or authority, in the conduct of important matters,
as in the performance of religious duties, the trensace
tion of affairs of state and the celebration of notable
events, 23 in the erowning of a sovereign, the consecrae
tion of & church,

2., A formal or conventional act of eivility on
etiquette.

3. UDisparagingly-=-a mere outwurd form, a mere
ceremony.

4. (a) Archasice-ceremonial pomp, state or display}
{b) a ceremonial symbol as & crown or ecepter; (e¢) a sign,
a prodigy, a portent.

5« Ceremonial observance or usage collectively=-
or an established order, ritusl observance, the social

behaviour.

> Insa.



6. Any stated formation as a parade or r@view.h

To sum up we see that ceremony is more snecific
than form, and implies some outward acte, usually of an
impressive or dignified character asscciated with some
religious, rublic, or state occasion-~such as the msr-

riage ceremony.
VI. PROUELURE

The subject of the theme is twofold, and each one
is a vast subject in its2lf. For the proper treatment
of the subject 1t 1s better to take both the customs
separately; the order will he the marriage ceremonies first
and the funeral ceremonies second. The study of each of
the customs or ceremonies will naturally involve 2 great
many details and if an earnest and sincere attempt is
made it will form two volumes, one for each. But that is
not our aim in the approsch of the treatment of the pube
Ject as such., As it has been stated in the begimning of
the introduction, we are to attempt a study of the cere«
monies as they exist in present dsy form, and by under-
lining both the acvantages and discdvantages and locating
and recognising the weak points and shortcomings, make
an earnest and strong appeal to the Oriental countries

b 1p1d,
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to seek better help and interpretation from the Bible, whose
author is God~-our God, the creator, sustainer, and re=-
d eener,

For a better understanding of the subjeét to be
discusseu and studied, special attention and care will be
given in follcwing the logical apsrozch under special die

visions, headings and subheadings.



CHAPTER II
MARRIAOE CEREMONIES
I. COURTSHIP

"And Jeucob served for aseven years for Hachel and
they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he had
to her." {(Cenesis 29120}

*And his soul clave unto Dineh the daughter of
Jacob, and he loved the dameel, and spake kindly unto the
damsel {(Genssis 3413)."

*ind he went down, and talked with the woman, and
she pleased Jamson well." ({Judges 14:7)

The study of anthropology in relation to eulturse
{8 vory useful in erder to undorstand the question of
marriage. Marrisge is & sooisl institution. This 4ne
ssitution of marriage has predably develored out of
primeval habit, It was customary among the primitives
for a man and & woman {or several women) to live togethe
sr, to have sexusl relations with one another, and to
rear their offspring is comnon. The man is to be called
the protector and sunporter of his family, and the wife
is to be cslled his helpmate ond the nurse of their child-
ren. This habit was sanctioned by custom, and afverwards,
as time went on, by law, thus deine transformed into a
social institution.



Thus it is universally beliseved that marrisge s
& union of man and woman. Marriage is deeply rooted in
the family rather than the family in marriage. It is very
interesting to study marriage blolozically, sociologi-
cally, and historically, But we shall not take up these
issues now. Our study in the first part of the chapter
will be mainly COURTSHIP made in Oriental countries in
relation to the Bible and the Western countries,

with the Hebrews married life was the normal life.
It was the belief among them that "Any Jew who has not a
wife is no man.,” (Talmud) HMarriage was regarded as awaite
ing everyone on reaching eligible age for marriage.
Sexual maturity comes much earlier in the East then in
the West, because of the climate. Thus the ancient Hew
brews like the rest of the Orientals, regarded the family
as the social unit., Mueh detailed study with the help
of the soclologists will bear out the fact that the fam-
1ly is the social unis.

There are three great events in the family life:
birth, marriage and death. Marriage was regarded as the
most important event. It is a universally accepted truth.
Of course the customs and ceremonies may vary as we will
see from time to time, but the fact is just the same all
over the world, both in the Oriental and Oceidental counw

tries,



10

The study en courtship can conveniently be made
under the following subheads:
1. OCourtship by capture
2. Courtship by purchase
3, Courtship of true romance

4o Courtship by parents being responsible

Courtship by capture. Courtship is the prelimi-
nary aspect or step of merriage., The Scripture verses
at the beginning of the chapter help us to understand
thst courtship 1s illustrated in the times of the 0ld
Testament, In Western countries there is much freedom,
compared with the Eastern countries, among the young pece
ple in the matter of courting. It 1s so 4n all Europsan
countries, because of the coeducation and a different
outlook and education on the whole question of marriage.
In most of the Eastern countries the marrisge:z are pen-
erally arranged by either guardians or parents, while
in the Western countries they are mutually arranged on
& turely romantic basis.

Once Madam Vijayalaxmi Fandit, the sister of Jawa~
harlal Nehru, the prime minister of Indie, was asked a
question by an American inguirer about courting in her
country India. To his great astonishment and surprise she
said, "In our country love begins after the marriage
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ceremony, while im Vea2tern countries love begins before
marrisge.” This sounds very strange to a western mind,

but 1t is the common practice in most of the Oriental coune
tries. There are always found advantages and disadvantages
in the custom. Yet to the Oriental man, his custom is
idsal,

Courtship by capture, though not very common among
the Hebrews 1s found in rare cases here and there, espec-
ially in Judges. There are two references of capture:
wiy g they not divided the prey! To every man & damsel
or two" (Judges 5:30), and "She...}; the virgine her come
peniona...skall be brought unto thee" (Psalma A6:14).

Ir several other cases this method is hidden or oversha-
dowed By other customs, Today in some ef the Oriental
countries this custom is very prevalent, especlally among
the Nohammedans. Recently when India received her indew
pendence, and Britain left her rulership over India
according to the agreements, the question of making jurise
diction came between India and ‘akistan. It 42 stated
that while makin~ adjustments the ‘oslems went to the
extent, as they are sensuzl and fanatic, of kidnapping
hundreds of Hindu women, especially young girls. Among
many reasons of enmity between the two newly formed kinge

doms one was capturing and kidnapping.
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In India amongst the Kshatryas, one of the four
castes (groups) of people God ereated on Earth, the mar-
riage ceremony often involved the idea of capture. 4
young Kshatrya might obtain a wife by carrying away the
daughter of another Kshatrya; but before doing so the law
and custom required that he should have defeated her pare
ents and kinsmen in open battle fleld. Here I give a
couple of outstanding and historilcal stories of marriage
by capture, which are very intereatingi

1. Swasyamvara of Drraupdi: The story of Pandvas
and Ravravas 1s given in Vedic Aryan trsdition. There
was a king in the neighbourhood who was about to cele=
brate & swa mvara for the marriage of his daughter,
Draupdi. The delicate question of marriage was to be
settled by an archery match, which sounds strange to
the Oceidental people. TPandavas came on the aprointed
day. They disguisad themselves as Brahmaa. The story
of the simple ceremony was accepted by the tradition
and 18 very interosnin§. The brother of Draupdi
placed the nuptial garland in her hand, and led her,
proclaiming to all present that she would be given in
marriage to the fortunate archer who succeedsd in strik-
ing a particular mark, which is an artificial fish
twirling around on the top of a pole, Many aspiring
young men attempted to strike. The ambitious Karns
entered the list, but was not allowved to shoot, as the
damsel declared that she would not marry a man of such
mean birth. Finally, Arjuna stepped forward, drew his
bow and struck the fish, and Draupdi pleased with his
appearance threw the garland around hissneck, and ale
lowed him to lead her away as his wife.

2., Marriage of Rama and Sita: The story of the
marriage is & curious relic of old Findu life, Rams
paid a visit to Mithla at an early age and found that

5 J. Talboys Wheeler, The History of India, Hindus,
Buddhists, and Brahmanical (Londent], p. 23,
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34¢a was to be given in merriage to the hero, who had
Just succeeded in bending & certain enormous baw, Many
aspir and kesen young men had tried, but falled --ith
disapnointment, Rema bent it with easze and pride, and
thus obtained the besutiful bride Sita. The mnrriage
rites were performed by Raja (Ying) Janka, the Tather
of 54ta, The sacred fire was dburning in the altar and
Reama was conducted to it by a procession of friends

and kinsmen, and stood at the north ast corner of the
altar. Jania then brought his daughter and placed

ber by the side of the bridegreom, HRama took her by
the hand in the presence of the fire deity, &nd néteptw
sd her as his uwife, The couple were & riniled with
water, whioh has been consecrated by the utterance of
Vedic hymns. As & sign of the marriage tie, one cere-
mony was that of bringing one end of the ®3ari™ the
briie's dress and -ne end of the "Thiti" the man's
costume and joining them with & knot, while doing cere-
monial welking threce times around the altar, The
singing of women, and sounding of trumpets were the
signs of announcement that the marriage was over.

In continuetion with cthis story it will be proper to
mention the act of kidnapping or capture of the wife of
iama, Immedistely after the marriags Rama was required to
g0 to the forest and the ¢ircumstances demanded that his
wife 3ita should resmein as home, as sho would not be able
to stand the hard and rough journey and all the suffering
and inconveniencs that it would involve., faere 1s the thing
ahich hapyened. A neighbouring king -avanz ¢ame with his
army and teock away $ita, and as a result to that {1light
there was a big war,

iven today we have happenings of captures and kide
papping among the aboriginzl tribes and some warrior classes

in Indiz irrespective of castes or religions,
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Courtship by Furchase. This custom was found smonzst
the Hobrews, as it is well illustrated in the 0ld Test-ment,

Abraham gave costly gifts and materials to get a wife for
Isaac. Similarly Jacob gave plenty of gifts for Hebecca,
It 13 equally true in various Oriental countries. There
is much overlapping between the act of riving dowry (mohar)
and the act of purchaze, In many cases there is not much
difference made, because eventually it comes to the same
thing for demanding money and land or im other forms as

a price for the bride. igain I would stress the point
of how 1t is true in a country like India among the vare
ious caste and religious groups. It is in other Eastern
countries like China, Korea, and the FPhilippines. It is
a great curse to the young people proposed to be married
and not a blessing. It is & gurse in two wayas:

l. When the parents look to the money aspscet, there
is a constant fear of giving the daughter in marriage to
an unequal suitor or match in age, appearance and talents,
And the girl lives an unhappy life till) she dies. Because
there 18 the psychology that she has been purchased, she
receives the treatment as a alave and servant. There is
not much of mutual love and consent in all things. The
husband may exhibit the love aspect, but very oftem he and
his parents, and more so the mother~inelaw bosses over

the poor bride, They expect her to work hard in the



15

kitchen, in the house, and all these things create a sort
of inferierity complex in the mind of the bride as purchased.

2. The second thing of study is that 1t is consid-
ered as a curse beeanse in the majority of the cases, and
always in the poor cases, financially the expense or the
cost paid for the bride is arranged by the parents of the
bridegroom {(on meking debt). It is understood between the
parents and the bridegroom that he will be responsible for
paying off the debts. Incidentally in the joint family
system that burden comes to the newly married couple and
that, of course, includes the bride. Literally it becomes
the grest financial burden of the bride. So there is not
much sense &and meaning for the wife., 3he lives a miger~
able 11fe, and when the burden of having children is added
it is nothineg but a vivid picture of worry, starvation and
suffering. Hence, I call it a curse.

In the present day the well wishers and reformers
have started a3 movement to discourage such costly {and
purchasing) marriages. I may say that the root cause of
ehild or infant marriage is mostly based upron the money
aspect, There is always the faet, if marriages are analw
yzed for inspection, that a poor father in need of money
will go hunting for a rich famlly and arrange a child
marriage of his daughter with the son of that family,
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At this time, according to the family situation and cus-
tom, the girl's father gets the money. This money makes
it a binding marriage, and God only knows about the future
happiness of the couple in a happy love marriage. In many
cases there are instances where unequalisty in agze and tale
ent 18 found and sometimes deformities and hereditary di=-
seasea} it 1s simply miserasble for such couples to live
together and never be able to secure divorce. It 1s a
curse and 2 terrible punishment to the forthcoming inno~
cent children. Thank God that the evil ie beinz wiped out
in India by proper education and legal action. I had

the unhappy experience of dragging several such cases to
the courts or seeking help for the imnedate issuance of
Court Orders to prevent such marriages. India is making
good progress in this direction. The millions of people,
masses in middle and extreme classes, are going to be
helped and benefited immensely. The same ¢an be said in
regard to the Western countries. We may not have the same
form of giving money, dbut in a true sense the richnesse

of the bridegroom's party is sometimes much emphasized

by the side of the bride. The Scriptures teach us to em-
phasize the simple marriage, and to encourage the most
important things involved in the marriage. Christianity
has the same principle all over the world, and does not
entertain the idea of courtship by purchase because it is

not good,
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Lourtship by true romapnce. The Hebrews' marriages
do have some true romance. The book Sonz of Songs is a
poem or a collection of poems depieting the natural besue
ty, charm, and natural attractions of two lovers. The
main theme of the Song of Songs 1s the love between a man
and a woman. "The Song of Songs is indeed a cycle of drame
atic love songs rather than a drama in the modern sense
of the wurd."é

the bride for her bridegroom (1:2s8),

There are songs depicting the longing of

Love's yearning: The joys of love are asso¢iated,
in oriental fashion, with wine (4110} 719}, vhich cheerw
eth Cod and men (Judges 9:113); and pictures herself as
the chosen one of a glorious monarch (the rustic husband),
beloved by his (imeginary) women of the harem (Psalms 453
14} In chapter 1:9«27 the bride and the groom praise
each other. In verses 9«11 the bridegroom sings of the
beauty of the bride, and in verses 12-14 the reply of the
bride is given in & true picture of romance. In verses
15«17 the deseriptlon of the duet of the lovers is given,
The absorbed thought of marriage, low songs, and the
dance of the bride are all different phases of romaneé.
Among the Hebrews the scene of romance is depicted as

happening while drawing water out of springs or wells,

n Abbott and the Liteggture the
ABS&&&. (New fex%% L&é&l, p. 22 =
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while walking in the field, or while c¢aring for the floeke.
These opportunities furnish them a chance to ses and to
speak with each other (BExodus 2:16; Genesis 29:9-11; Isaje
ah 9:11~13; Deuteronomy 22:25-27). The following quo=
tation is worth noting:

love is strong as death and many waters cannot guench

it} floods cannot drown it; and if a man would give all
the substance of his house in exchange for love he
would utterly be contemned; that is_.the move and mean-
ing of this cycle of dramstic love.’

It is a faet that romance is found everywhere. It
differs only in forms, wsys and methods, But in marriages
romance is the Ilmportant factor. Among fishes, reptiles,
birds, lower mammxls, and animals it is pictured and so
it is true in human life. Homance is the wing of marriage,
and it is necessery, provided it is in proper method and
form. After all that 1s the attraction between two young
people,

At this stage I would like to give some important
faatures about romance in courtship in Oriental countries,
Even though the marriages are generally arranged and worked
out, there are some fine and curious things they have,
which we may call some preliminsries in the form of attrace

tions. They are as follows:

7 loc. cit,
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1. Attractive clothes are used by both the yonngvman
and the young woman, ¥omen outhid the men in the matter
of elothing as they always like to wear coloured, gaudy,
charming, and attractive dresses, Their national dressaes
are beautiful and fancy. They are very much liked and
appreciated by the Western people.

2. For adding charm and beauty for attraction it is
a common custom o use costly incense and oils. :lso in
order to look more besutiful girls would use "eyeshadow"”,
some kind of bluck powder or ointment. Another decoration
wes reddening the hands and feet with red colour. Thus
the make-up was a means of attracting the opposite sex,

3. The use of ornamenta: The desire of self-decora-
tion makes them -ut on all sorts of ornaments both of
glass, sllver and gold. When used proportionally on esrs,
neck, hands, and feet they are nice and grand, but vwhen
usec disproportionally, ss 13 very common among the prime
itive tribes, they become a real burden. Also it kills
the besuty, because anything when overdone kills the beauty,.

The savages énd heathen believe that ornamentation
increases the sexual allurement. The average Hindu woman,
especially of the primitive type would burden her body
with heavy weights of ornaments of silver and in the cases
of poorer people iron ornaments. The main ones are nack-

laces, hand bracelets, and feet bracelets. The weight
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sometimes is increased from one ounce to ten or fifteen
pounds. The nose ring hanging from the nose looks very
strange.

There i1s one aspect of mutual love and attraction
among the Orientals that is worth noting. The modesty and
shyness, which is found generally among the women, is exe
hibited in mode of dress, walking, and conversing. They
cover their faces with the dress called sari. This silent
and shy modesty attracts the man.

The last thing I may mention 1s that the Orientals
do not have much chance to write love letters and thus
exchange their views. Of course, it 1s not true always
in all cases, but by gestures and movements of the eves
they attempt a slight beginning of courting=--hut that to-o
must be done very secretly becsuse of thé fear of the
guardians, while in Uceidental countries the young people
have the full privilege of exchanginz letters at length,
and of making the real decision of marriage after making

a thorough introduction to each other,

Courtine by parents being responsible. iccording
to Judges 14:1-15 in the case of Samson, the parents were

responsible to get him & wife. It was the general trand
of thought and custom among the febrews to have the care

and responsibility of the elders to see that their children
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are settled in life. It i3 also very true in all the Ori-
ental countries.

let us see very briefly the position in some of the
leading Oriental countries. In China we find that virgine
ity is highly prized in the celestial Empire. The girl
who had succumbed to sexual passion is not happy. Whan
the marriage question arises at her eligible age, her pare
ents decide who and when she shall marry. GShe may objact
and even rebel, but she cannot escape her fate.

In looking at India we see that it is a land of
many sects and religions. OShe has Hindus, Moslems, Pare
sees, Jains, Shiks, Buddhists, and Christians. Buddhism
hag spread from India to China, Burma, the Philippines,
and to many other islands, so indirectly the social touch
of Hinduism 1a given to these other countries. This is
especially so in marriage customs and ceremonies. It is
the father who is supposed to be the head of the familvy,
It is his concern and duty to fix and arrange marriage
for his doughter. In moat of the cases the father's secw
lection and consideration involves the following factors
for the welfare and hepriness of his daughter:

1. The origin of the bridegroom's family
2+ FEducation and culture of the man

3. Temperament.,
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4., Financial position and material rasources.

5. Any hereditary disease

6. Age, appearance and all those minor fsectors, which
ought to be considered by the girl, because :he marries
and not the father,

7. Information zbout the family, as the dzuchter has
to be a wife, whore she has to serve in the joint family,
The larger the family the harder and more difficult it is
for the girl to adjust.

So, it is true that the deughter has to obey the
father, beecause the belief is that the father always does
the best for his child. The important thing I want to exw
plain to the Western mind is that the girl, no matter from
which sect or religion she comes, reslly vegins to laove
her husband after the marriage, arnd in the strict sense of
the word courtship and the love affair begin one then.

How funny and strange it sounds} But it is so, and how
important t¢ note that she begins her love after marriage
and remains true till separated anlvwby death and not by
divorce. There is utter sincerity and faithfulness towards
her hus band.

Sometimes the father becomes selfish and far the
sake of money does not consider the future of the girl and

gives her in marriage to any unsuitable person, who can be
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much older in age than she. This kind of marriage can be
called an unequal merriage and the girl is never happy.
She cannot get free by asking for divorce, so we have
disadvantages also,

Coming to the Old Testament the romantic attache
ments were not unknown (Genesis 29:20§ 3413} Judzes 1411
Iseiah 18:20), the =zirl or the woman in the case was not
thought of as having a personal existence at her own dise
posal, She wvas simply a paessive unit in the family under
the protection and supreme control of father or brothers,

In Swaamvara, the Hindu custom of courting, self-
choice of the maiden is stated, but technically it is not
self-wlill, but is sugrested by the father or guardians,
In the first instance, the damsel who was offered as a
prize in archery, was reculred to express her avprobration
by presenting the garland to the winner. In another there
was a competition in armsi and the damsel simply notified
her choice in an assembly of ¥shatryas hﬁ throwing a gare
land around the neck of the favourite suiter. Daurhters
were kept in utter seclusion, hence there is no such thing
as a girl's choice., Generally there ie always a guidance
and suggestion by the parents and guiardians in the selec-
tion matter.

Looking to the few good advantages the couple ¢an
claim to start their future united life, I personally
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would think that the youns couple should be consulted and
wherever possible they should be sllowed to have their own
will of selection. By doing so tha couple cannot blime
anyone 1f they are unhappy.

II. BETHOTHAL

"And they called Rebekah, and sald unto her, wilt
thou go with that man? And she said, I will go....
And they bleszed Rebeksh, and said unto her, Thou art
our slster, be thou the mother of thousands of millions,
and let thy seed possess the gate of thase which hate
them" (Genesis 24:58,60),

Betrothal preceeds marriage, and generally it ias
common both in the East and 1n the West., Often times there
i3 not much difference showed between the betrothal and ene
gagement. It 48 the required cersmony confirming the exw
pected proposed maprriage,

*Betrothal with the ancient Hebrews was of a more
formal and far more of a binding nature then the sngagement
is with ua."8 As & matw.ey of fact it was considere# a
part of the transaction of marriage, and was esteemed as
the most binrding part. Among the Arabs today it 4s the

only legal ceremony connected with marriage. Our text

8 GCeorge B. Hdgee, "Marrieage,"” I ona
Standard Bible Encvelopedis, 3 Volumes, .
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(Genesis 26:59,60) gives an example of an ancient formula
of blessing for such an ogcasion.

"In Israel originally (Gemesis 29:18) the marriage
consisted in the giving of the bride to the bridegroom
and the consummation thot imnediately followed. ter
this came to consist of marriage (betrothal} made
befieeroon and the cosumation or wedding 1thelf,"d

It was customary among the Hebrews at the time

of betrothal that the actual payment of the "mohar® by

the young man is made., This payment gives him claim on
the woman to be his wife. As a2 result, the HEobrew expres-
sion (espoused II Samuel 3:14; Hosea 2:21; Deuteronomy
20:7) 18 to be taken in consideration as something differ-
ent from to be betrothed to one. Similarly a large variety
of information can be stated about each Oriental country
on the question of betrothal. We shall try to see briefly
how far this custom is prevalent,

It is practised among the Hindus, Moslems, Parsis,

S4ikhs, Jains, Buddhists, Chinese and many other groups and
sects in Oriental countries. Even in the Christian coun-
tries (Western lands) betrothal is practised, which is
technically called or termed engagement. In general, after
the selection is made, the young people get the consent or

approval of the two families concerned and in order to make

9 The Standard Bible Dictionary, Frank and Wagnalls
00-, 1936’ P° L4
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it lega)l before the community, they are required to per-
form this ceremony.

Batrothal Customs in Some Oriental Countries are
as followst

Betrothal in India, On this occasion the people come
to the bride's place. It 1s a day of rejoicing for the
parents of the bride. They decorate the house and in or-
der to show their kind hospitality to both friends, kinsmen,
and relatives, put up a temporary extension tent (Sams-
yanna), where the guests can come and sit. Usually there
is an informal program of amusing and entertaining items.
There is special singing by women with musical instruments
being played. Every one's presence means a great honor
to the hosts, and the visitors and guests exwress thelr
feeling of gratitude and blesaings to the bride. Some-
times sweets and tea are offered and if the financial con-
dition of the girl's parents is good, they give & big
d inner party or feast to all the invited ones, As a
regular custom, according to the rules and requirements
of the community or caste, they attempt to make it a real
suecess by putting into it all their energy and money.
One interesting thing about the singing is that the asongs
and lyrics are mostly composed aleng the line of the

thoughts and meditation. For each special occaeion boh
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Betrothal and Engagement, they have different songs. While
they sing, they not only wish happiness to the bridé and
bridegroom, but they also give an opportunity. to all‘

the nearest relatives to come into closer fellowship with
the family, as they are named in singing. This informal
social gathering on such occasion is a rood means of re-
newing relationships.

At the end of the betrothal ceremony the cutstand-
ing thing to be noticed is the procession. When the pro-
cession is taken into the village, colony or town, children
and women sing, band and musical instruments are played,
and the bride and bridegroom ride either on a horse cart
or elephant with an umbrella over their heads. Tens and
hundreds of people come out from thelr houses, and see
the procession through their windows. OSome come out on
the main road, and some go onto the roofa of their houses
as spectators. This public procession in itself is the
confirmation of the betrothal.

3econdly, the chief part played by the religious
priest is worth noting. Especially is this so i{n the case
of Hindus, Brahmins, or Pujaris, in the case of Moslems,
Maulvies, Mullas and in the case of Parsees Dastur, who
take the\reli;&oua part and bless the young people pro-

posing to unite in marriage. Also the priests are supposed
to be the official witnesses of the fact of engagement.
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They are to see that the conditions made, and especislly
the giving of dowry is carried out, and the promise is
not broken to caus: any distrust and friesion., In some
cases special records ars kept in writing by the priests, so
that there will not be any diffieulty coming u~ on agcount
of any omission or failure.

The c¢hild marriage and early marriage in infancy
is & kind of betrothal in the strict sense, as the young
bride is brought ts the home of her husband only when she
is matured. B3ut unfortunately there is very poor undere
standing on this question of maturity by the masses, who
ares illiterate and do not realisze the gruave situation.
Hence they start married life very esrly, maybe the girl
i3 fourteen and the boy fifteen, There is muc! irregu~
lerity and in some cases they stort married life even
earlier., A leading Hindu says, "Early marriage is the
greatest evil of our country. It has stood at the vary
springs of our netion's life, and prevents the normal

expansion of which it is capable.”
' There are a good many details on this eubject like
customs, superstitions, et cetera, but wa shall not dis-

cuss them here,

The Ceremony of betrothals im iersia. Similar to

Indis Persis has asveral communities too, like ¥oslems,
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Jews, Christians, et cutiera. But bhay have important
custons more or less alike, This ceremony 18 considered
sacred. lere also the pe&wlw are invited on this special
and sacred occasion to the bride's home. In order to cone
firm the engagement there is a custom of giving a ring to
the bride and clothes for the ecxyected wedding., Also the
publie announcement 4s made by the priest regarding the
dowry and merriage conditioms. It is always hard emdlditrﬁu
cult o broak the engagement. There are set rules and
regulations for the one who breaks the betrothsl. Bxoept
in reasonable and exceptional cases breaking the enzsge~
ment i3 always discouraged.

The Ceremony of betrothals in Hinduism. Thers
ia practically no difference made bdetwsen betrothal and
engagement, It will be of a 1listle curiosity and intere
est to know 5 few deteils involved in the ceremony. Thers
are two important things to remember; {irst, it 15 cone
sidered as o sacred cersmony, and second, the priest's
presence and pert in the cersmony. He blesses the two
young peo:le to be engaged, and performs religious rites,
The rites include several things, but the main thing is
that the priest recites scme verses from the !indu Seripe
tures. Also he becomes a witness for the betrothal ceremony
as conducted with all recuired rules and conditions, till
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the complotion of merriage. Especially in the matter of
the dowry question he iz a witnesa, so that none »f the
parties can change their mind and deegeive the other party.
In a way it 1s very nice to sea everything completed in
an orderly way.

The ceremony, in brief, is as follows: The bride~
groom's parents invite the nelghbours to come to their
hoome and grace the occasion. Light refreshment ls served,
especially sweets, joggery, coconut pieces and dates, iur-
ing the week of the betrothal the bridegroom has the
privilege of hearing songs sung by the nelighbouring women,
at his home. une part of the ceremony is 2 bath given to
him with mustard water. It 48 supposed to be a ceremonilal
bath. The same process takes place at the bride's home,
but instead of a mustard water buth, they Lelp the bride in
dressing and make-up, like blackening her eyes, reddening
her fest snd hands with henna. A% the ceremony time the
Brahmin priest uses an oil or a"ghee" lamp, one kind of a
tre- branch, coconut, thread, red powder et cetera. ifter
reciting scriptures in Sanskrit and having offered prayers,
he puts with his own hand 2 red teak mark on the foreheads
of bosth the bride and the bridégreom. Thus the engagement
is de¢lared.

Vary often some people spend laviahly on engagement,
They even &o to the extent of giving a regular biz feast
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to the village or colony people. It is only at such times
of importance they can remember each other and show their
love and courtesy. In Western countries the betrothal is
quite simple. It is a private family concern rather than
& community affair, and there is not much chance of extrave
agant expenses. But the underlying principle is almost
the same. The Bible and the Christian tsachings emphasize
a simple ceremony and teach us that betrothal is necessary,
as it makes 2 definite promise for marriage. It should

be done in a very simple, sincere and true way. Then only
is God ever present to bleszs the two young people and the
two famlilles concerned, to be united in a family tie or
union, by the expected marriage rite,

Having made an aporoach in the detailed study of
betrothal, it is necessary o note what bearing the Eastern
custom can have upon the Western custom of interpreting
the Bible, Betrothal in the East i8 a ceremony of a binde
ing nature. It 1is legal. For example the unlon of Joseph
and Mary was by betrothal as reecorded in the Bible.

"To a virgin espoused to & man whosSe name was Joseph,
of the house of David; and the virgin's name wae Mary"
(Luke 1:27),

There is no such reference in the Bible, which speaks

about their marriage. Today as we see that in the West

betrothal or engagement is not considered birnding and legal,
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Wwe see a8 a result that many engagements are broken amd
even the marriages are broken sometimes. In order to
understand the resl and great meaning about the betrothal
ceremony, it is necessery for a westerner to knw the Orie

ent gustous. How truly Joserh and Mary were united,
ITI. DOWRY

(G;::§1§‘33;§5§?’ God hath endusd me with & good dowry"
"Ask me never 80 much dowry and gife” {Genesis 34:12).
"Pay money according to the dowry" (Exodus 2217},

"The king desireth not dowry, but....” {I Samuel 18:25),

Among the Hebrews the second transaction before the

completion of the marriage ceremony was the settlement of
the guestion of dowry, This amcunt of dowry was gensrally
srranged betwsen the parents, thelr pusrdisns or represane
tatives, and wes called the mphar (dowry) (Genesis 34:12;
Exodus 22:116; I Samuel 18:25). Its amount and kind differed
agcording to the atatue aad.asking of the bride. vwhen
pavid declared that he was without means %o procure the
mohar for a king's deaughter, Saul fixed upon two hundred
foreskins of slain Fhilistines a® the price (I Samuel 121
20«27}« The true example of pure and sineerse love is plow
tured in Shechem's love (Genesis 34:111), He is represented
as devlaring himself ready to meet any conditions. We can
aleo see the case f Jacob (Genesis 29115) and of Othniel

(Joshua 15:16).
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From a comparative study of Exodus 22:15 and Deut-
eronomy 22:28 it msy be concluded that the average price
paid for a bride to her father was fifty shekels., It was
customary that the two parties should fix the amount of
dowry. The groom's party had to give the said sum to the
bride's father. This giving of dowry entitled him for his
claim on her as his wife. The bride is to proved & virginj
for the law (Deuteronomy 22:120) prescribed that if immoral
action on the part of the wifeeto-be was proved she was to
be publically stoned. It is a fact that among Israel,
young women were sold in mayrriage who were no longer virginsg
but in such cases the price wus redueed. Homea 3:2 may be
taken 88 indicating thet thirty shekels was the unusual
price for a slave {(Exodus 21332),

There were various ways adopted for making payments
previously arranged. Usually the bridegroom pald over the
contract prior to the father of the bride or his represen«
tatives as is stated in such passages as Genesis 20:14,28;
Isaiah 18327; Genesis 34111} Deuteronomy 22:129. The same
custom holds good teday among the inhabitants of Falestine.
The custom did not allow the father tc upe the dowry monsy
as he liked. He was reguired to spend a part of it for her
benefit and future happiness. Laban had used the gain or
contract money of his daughters; hence he was called a mis-

er (Genesis 31:15), The opposite illustration is found in
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Genesis 29:24,29 where he had given to Le2h and Rachel each
a slave &5 a handmaid, There is always a difference made
in the giving of dowry and gifts., A father might give a
gift to his daughter at the time of her marriage (J,shua
15:18), Such gifts may come from many relatives and friends
and they are not to be associated with dowry, They are
distinctly separate and as such become the personal belong-
ings or property in her home. Such gifts cannot be given
away or sold, because for the speecial reason that such gifts
are always counted and considered as very preclous gifts,
being considered as a memory of love, family connections,
and ties. Inheritance brought by the daughter in her huse
band's home (in chapters 27:36) is also called a ~ift and
not a dowry, Also, all the things given by the bridegroom
in the form of clothes, ornaments, Jewelry and money (Gen-
esis 24153; 34:12) are certainly to be recognized as gifts,
Therefore they are to be distinguished from the mohar (dow=
ry) by being termed "muttan," It was necessary to demand
actual claim upon the prospective bride through the actual
payment of the mohar, As a result the Hebrew expression
neres” (espoused~--II Samuel 3:14; Hasea 2:21; Deuteronomy
2017) is to be taken as something different from "to be
betrothed to one."

According to Israelite law regarding purchase and

gale, the mohar cannot be considered as the purchase-price
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of the maiden., Originelly in Israel (Genesis 29:18) the
marrisge congisted in the gilving of the bride %o the bridew
groom. Twe things ars important: (1} the promise of mare
riage (betrcthallmade legally binding throuzh some kind

of & gift by the bridegroom and {2) the completion of the
wodding itself. Finally a writing "Kathambah® taltea the
place of she payment due to the bride.

Dowry among the Arabs goday. It is the only legal

ceremony related to marriage. This truth is verifiesd accorde-
ing to Genesis 2,:58,60., Its central feature was the dowry
(mohar}, which was paid to the parents, snd to the bride
directly. The act of giving dowry may take the form of
service {Genesis 29:1} 3amuel 18:25). Is is customary in
S5yria that when the proposed marriage is aporoved by both
the families, then next comes the question of final settle-
ment of all the finsncisl prelimineries, juet precseding
the betrothsl, It i3 accepted in the presence of wite
nesses., Then God's bles:ing is solemnly asked upon the
union thus provided for, but to take place probably only

after some months or perhéps some years.

Dowry among the Hindus of Indis. The majority of
the population of India are Hindus divided and subdivided

into ten secte., This custom of dowry is very comon in
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all of these sects, though it differs a little according %o
the custom ef each group.

¥e shall not study all the kinds of dowries of both
the extremes of poor and rich people, but just to form an
idea I will state the extreme side of the rich, Usually
the groom's side has to give dowry to the bridds side, from
Rs. fifty to three thousand, ten thousand and even more.

It all depends upon the social status of the person. But
the faet 18 strange that there are some communities in which
the bride's side has to give dowry of a large sum to the
groom, If & man has seven daughters, there is a curse in
one's life. His life becomes miserable. Hence the birth
of a girl is not always a weleome, This is one of the rea-
sons for infanticide cases among such castes,

In India this custom is wldely prevalent among the
Parsees (Zoroastrians) who came originally from Persia and
Iran, and who settled down in India. Among them many young
girls do not prefer to marry at all.

Dowry among the Persian People. It was customary
among the people of Persia to glve dowry. After agreements
of marriage "Kaban letters" agreements have been written
and sealed by the priest. After a few days they fix & tinme
and a dete to purchase clothes "Parcha" for marriage. They

buy c¢lothes from the town of the bride. The mother of the
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bride usually gives her daughter encugh clothes, which may
lagt her a long tine. Special strass is laid in providing
enough "parcha® clothes to the Liride.

Dowry among the Mohammedans. After the engagement
has taken place it is customory among the ¥ohammedans for

boy and girl or their psrents to choose each & represents-
tive, who meet and decide what or how much money the boy
shall pay to his intended wife. This money is celled "EKa-
ban® and the amount varies from ten to one thousand dollars,
all depending upon the financiel eondition of the bridee
groom's party.

The decision of the two representatives, regarding
"eaban® amount of money, having been fixed, the priesst
certifies by two documental letters. The letters are called
skaban letters." These letters are kept by each party snd
in guestion of seeking divorce if needed the husband pays
her the stipulated smount of "kaban" and all is over.

Broker and brokerege., The meaning of the word

vBroker” means one who is paid an honorariam or & certiin
percentege of the sattled sgreement in any business. Us-
uzlly he gets his share of fixed percentage from both the
sides., It is true in fixing merriages with some people and
communities, where they have such people who are & sort of

a go-between who is to fix everything all right. ¥When the
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broker arranges a marriage a certaln amount is paid to him
in appreciation of his labour and skill. This amount is
called "brokerage.” Such people do not want much publice-
ity for themselves as they do their job guietly. It re=
quires a lot of skill. The Hebrews must have had such
people, but we do not have any definite secripture refere-ces,
In most of the Oriental countries this custom of brokerage
is very commcn. The main cause for the middle man or a
friend or a broker is due to the fact that the marriages
are fixed, suggested and arranged, which is quite different
than what 18 done in the Western countries,

Brokers in China., There are both men and women
match mekers, who are very smart and c¢lever. Their dress,
talk and approach are attractive and appealing. It is
hard for one to enter into one's domestic affairs, snd then
again to guide them after convincing them on a matter such
as marriage which 1s so personal & question. How strange
for a Western man to hear this,

Cobbold, in his entertaining volume on China, says
that matchmaking is not only a serioua buasiness, but a
special function among the Chinese, All the prelim-
inaries are effected either by a common friend of the
families concerned or by a privileged class of persons
(sung neung). The men of this class are called "dowbe"
and are a kind of menial clasas of veople, szuppoied to
do peddling, mending chairs and barburin§0 They are not
ideal and welcomed people in good homes,

M latourette Eenneth Scott Ihe Chinese, their Hise
tory and Culture, 1946. Chapter tﬁa. !
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A contract, once it has been drawn up, is legally and
morally binding. In case of any deceit or misrepresentation
precautions ars taken, but generally the contract 18 come
pleted. Fallure to fulfill the contract results in severe
punishment.

Brokers in Indla. Generally they work alonv the
pame principles. Here I will give the milder cuses of

brokersge. A®s the money aspect of brokerage has already
been illustrated, while deseribing the custom in Chinz,
I will not treat it herae.

There are old women, who have the special likins
to arrange marriages., They sort of pretend to be the friends
and well wishers of the fsmilies. Thus in the capacity of
friends they make their approach. If they suceed they are
rewarded by a epecial present in the form of the national
dress "Sari® or any article which will be liked and aporew
ciated. COften gold ornasments are given.

Having studied the custom of dowry and brokerage,
we gome to the definite conclusion that the custom of glve
ine the dowry is not good and heslthy for the individusl,
the family and the community as large. There are manifold
dieadventages, and it brings curses to the families instead
of blezsings, T he present day socisl reformers &nd reé-

1liglous workers preach against the most prevalent custom,
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The Bible and the teamchings of Jesus Christ do not a rrove
and encourage this kind of costly marriage.

Thus having seen the dowry custom both among the
Hebrews and the people of the Oriental countries, we showld
not neglect the one important aspect of it.

Aceording to Iaraelite law regarding purchase and
sale, the mohar cannot be considered as the purchasew-pride
of the maiden., In Israel orizinally the marriage consisted
in the giving of the bride to the briderroos. it is proved
by the following verses:

And Jacod loved Rachel} and seid, I will serve thee
sevon years for Hachel thy younger daughter. ind Laban
said, It is better thaet I give: her to thee, than that
I should give her %o another manj abide with me, ind
Jecob served seven years for Rachel; snd they seemed
unto him but & few days, for the love he had to her.
(Cenesis 29:18«20), ‘

In the above illustration it is not the money 25pect
of dowry which is emphasiged, but Jacob's true love and
s incerity are worth noting, Aifter all, one's attitude
and understanding is what counts in marriage. .imilarly
the Cccidental countries ¢an read the Bible and have an
interpretation of this nature that it iz not the dowry
always, which necessarily proves z successfful marriage

but one's love and singerity and comzonness.



L)
IV, WEDDING CLREMINIES

"And.e..them that were bidden to the wedding® (Mage
thew 2233}, .

", .sman had not a wadding garment” {Matthew 22:11),

"s sswhen he will return from the wedding" {Luke 12136),

"When thou art bidden of any man to 2 wedding® (Luke

158,

There is not much by way of certainty about the cerw
emonies connected with mapriage in Bible times. To start
with there was nothing of Geremony except that of betrothal
or the festivals following 1t {Ceneails 2413).

The first ceremony, the wedding procession, aprarw

ently 2 relic of marr{am by capture {Judges 5:30;
Pealns &5215); was the first part of proceeding. The
bridegroon's "friends” (John 3329) went usually by nieht
to feteh the bride and her sattendants to the home of
the groom (Matthew 9:13§ John 3:129)., The joyousness

of it all is witnessed by the verbial “véice of the

idegroon” and the gry, "Behold bridegroom comath,”
ﬁmmhh 7134} Revelatlon 11.8323):5ﬂ ' *

The wedding progession is apranged by nivht tine.
The following reasons could be given for having the proe-
cession at night rather than at daytimet (1) Those people
who are busy at their work in the day might sttend, (2)
it is she custom in Oriental c¢ountries, because thers is
the epecisl Oriental love phenomena attached to the nighta,
The stars in the sky add extra beautys (3) The lights
and torches play the chief pert by kindling, adding decor-
ation and illwmination.

11 George B, Eager, "Marriage," @g;mﬂm 1
Standard Bible Mt Tolume in'm! .
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Ihe mayriage sucper. Uenerally they have the supver
in the home of the groom, There is no hard and fast rule

about the place of having supper. They can arrange at any
convenient place, but as & rule the bride's people are
Supposed to ba the hosts. ailthough the supper expense is
pald by the groom, the bride's folks have to show kind hoge
pitality,

“hen the supper is over and it is time to go, all
the people rise up end move off with candles and torches
burning in their hands., It is pleasant to watch such a
procession along the unlighted way in the quietness of the
starry night. It may be a village, a town, or 8 eity. On
each side of the street, from the house, house top, or balw
cony, crowds of people look upon the procession, Thers
iz an atmosphere of complete Joy and the women take up the
peculiar cry of wedding joy. At the house the bridegroom
receives his friends. On this gosd cccasion of Jsy spee-
ches of congratulations are made, and poems are recited
and sung in praiss of the groom, and to the honour of the
parents., It is ususlly at midnight the procession begins,
The New Testament parable both of the wise and the foole
iah virging who were overcome with sleep, bears out the
fact regarding the late hour of proceszsion.

Regording the wedding feast one more word could be
said., The hospitality was considered as a sacred duty,
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And it 1s true that the supper was served to the gr-oat Joy
of all the guests on the ogcaslon. An Oriental proverbd
is very significant of the feast: "He who does not ine
vite me to his marciage will not have me to his Iunaral.”lz

To decline tha invitation to a marprlage was & groas
tnsult (Matthew 22). The agcount in John 2 states that
it was unusual in Galilee to have s “ruler of the feast.”
There was no formsl religious ceremony connected with the
Hebrew marriage as it is with us. There is not a refer-
ence or hint in the Bible. The marriage was coneummated
or completed by entrance into the chamber, in which stood
the bridal bed with a2 canopy being origi-nlly the wife's
tent (Genesis 24:67; Judges L;17J¢ Today in all lands of
dispersion the name is still applied t> the camopy under
which the contracting parties stand or sit during the fes-
tivivies,

The marriage was completed by the bride being led
from the house of her parents into the house of the bride-
groom, This act, the espousal proper {Song of Sengs 3:11),
signified not only the aushorisy of the bride*svrauher as
being released and handed over to the control of her fue
ture husband (Sonz of Songs 7:12), but also that the bride

12 Ceorge 3. Eager “ﬁarriagei* The
gtandard Bible Enexwlaﬁgdia, Volume IXII, 199




(Psalms 45:110). There i{s no reference whatacever %o the
legal code or govenant of marrisge. There are two refer-
ences where we find in Malechi 2:14 the mode of expression
chosen by the prophet, and the case of Ruth A4tll is of
particular interest to note, Also we find another illuge
tration of Raguel. Only a fow details are occasionally
mentioned as follows:!

The elaborately clothed bridegroom (Isaish 61:10),

surrounded by his friends of the bridechamber (Hatthew
115; Judges 14:l1l} betook himself toward evesaing
Matthew 2511} to the house of the bride. She was
then led thence, veiled (Genesis 29:23,25; 24:165) and
decked with rich ornaments (Jeremiah 2:32; Isaiah L9:18},
surrounded by her friends (Psalms 45:4), accompanied
by music and song with 1ights (Matthew 3511) to the
house of the parents of the bridegroom, iato the bridee
chamber (Matthew 7:1%), Now begen the wedding week
{Genesis 29:27; Judges 1b4:12), which was filled with
eating, drinking, Jjoking, singing, and dagging, the
guests being clothed in wedding g:rments.

Karriage songs were especially liked and aprrecis
ated by the people. The Song of Solomon 1is a good collec
tion of love and wedding songs.

Another prevalent mepriage custom wi8 that the huse
band enters the family or clan of the wife,

Jacob with a covenant for hia wives, served his
connection with Laban, on the ground that leban might take

away his wives (Geneals 31:14-16,31).

13 The Wew Standard Bible Dietionary, loc. cit.
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Anyone who married an heireas to keep the nrme of
the family (Kumbers 271111} had to live with the family
{verse 4},

The atory of Tobias end Raguel (Numbers 10:7,10)
is one more examole, '

Semson's marriage (Judges 14) states that his wife
remsined in the house of her parents, In all thhse ine
stances the dride was not brought %o the parental howe
of the bridegroom; and the Jjoyous wadding week was held
in the house of her parents,

Thus having seen the wedding ceremonies with the
help of Seriptural references we ¢an form an idea about
the genecral custom. If compared with the other Orientsl
countries, they are very much similar. According to the
different faiths and communities they misht differ & lit.
tle both in form and in nature, but the customs sre iust
the same, Oenerally the betrothal and marriarge cereuons
1es have several things or items in common. Singing,
progession, musigal instruments {especially drums), new
clothes, zuesis being invited and great rejoicing are usw
ually found tn both the customs. And yet there is something
more peculisr and a much more important attachment 18 give

en to z wedding ceremony as it confirms the seal of marriage,
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¥arriage Seremony in Fersis in penmeral. At the
brginning of the wedding ceremony the priecst takes two
threaés, one red, the other white, twists them together
and places them upon the groom's head. Then he takes two
shorter ones of the same colora, twists them in the same
way and places thoem upon the bride's head. These threads
are enblems, the red of happiness, the white of purivy,
and their being thus twisted together means that the bride
and groom were unlike these twop colors, They 2re now to
become one {lesh, as Adem said of Eve, "This now is bone
of my bone and flesh of my flesh,”

The longer threada upom the groom's head mean that
his hand shall be longer over the bridej that is, that
he shall exercise authority over her. As Paul says in the
epistle to the Fphesians, "Wives be in subjection unto
your hushands, as unto the Lord} for the husband is the
head of the wife, &s Christ also is the head of the Church,
seesing Himself the Saviour of the body."

The priest also takes a little wine and water ond
80i) from a church and mixes them together in a dish with
a cross. The wine and watzr siznifyins blessing, and mixe
{ng as they do mesn that the bride and groom ars two
differsnt persons or elements, but that they will hence-

forth be united ags one and become truly one flesh, Apain
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the priest takes in the cercmony the mixture of wine, water
and soil and having stirred them thoroughly, with the cross
he places the cross upon the hand of the groom directlv,
Again the priest gives that stirred mixturs of wine, wite
er and soil to the gro-m and he drinks the creater part,
The bride drinks the remainder of the mixture. The sige
nificance 1s that the soil with wine and water iz & mourne
ful surgestion, and means that slong with happiness and
blesalings there are bound to be sorrows also; that while
sharing together the former they must also share the late
ter; that in the midst of 14fe and hapriness they must
remember death. "For dust thou art, and unto dust thou

shalt return.”

Some superstitions agtached o vedding cersmonies.

While resding the morriage cercmony the priest says, “Amen,"
at the end of each paragraph. Now if any man present should
gecretly tie 2 knot as sach "Amen" 1s proanocunced, it would
eaug: 8 misfortune to the groome While the ceremony is
being conducted, if any man should go upon the roof of the
house the result would be the same. Should & man buy a

new knife and close it while the bride is riding on horse-
back, that too would bring the some misfortune upon the
groom, but upon the knife's being opened the trouble will
disappear. Immediately at the close of the ceremony if
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the groom should put his feot upon the foot of the bride
at the same time slightly pressing it this burden would
f£211 upon her, but if she is quick snough and thoughtful
enough to do this first she thus plages the burden upon
hiim,

In this manner a nuaber of customs of weddin- cerce
monies snu beliefs could be glvem, but we shall not take
tize. The ceremonlez of the East compared with the Weat
are slightly different. The customs in Western countrics
&re mostly according to the customs and finally the law
of the Christisn eountries, The Christian marriage ast
differs in every Western land slightly, yet the princi-
ples are just the same, The expenses and the processions
they have are sovetimes extrsvagant, In the matter of
ideal wedding ceremonies both the E, 8t snd the West have
to learn from the Bible and especially from the Rew Testaw
ment. The weddings should be simple and less expensive,

In concluding the chapter on marriags ceremonies,
it is very necessary to see the comparison and signifie
cance between the Easterners and Westerners. In the
Bastern countries she marrisge ceremonies sre numersus in
diffsront variety, ¥e have already seen a few customs and
geremonies among the Hebrew peopnle and s few Upiental pece
ple. The following importent lesson should be for the
world of today:
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Marriage as God ordsined {u; S.x as Ho crestad it§
B tebm dnt hassiost Fifes whloh Sanirotense hadSoc
stowed,

The Saviour tells us that when God's children are
in wedlock, they ere united by Him. Marriage is so hol-
that of all social sins its viclavion invokes the most
appalling consequencesa, Sodom and Comorrah were burned
out of existence, because of a vile dieregard of the holi-
ness of merriage:. Christ's discourses (Metthew 19} Mark 10),
its obligation (Matthew 19:4; Homans 7:2; I Corinthians
H5116; kphesians 5:31), it being confined to this world
only (Matthew 221305 rark 12:25), and Paul's opinion (I
Corinthians 7:); Timothy 5:1h); all these attempt t0o state
the high 1dezls of hoth marriage and the ceremonles ine
volyed. The Western countries have a set Christian Marriage
ASt according to the state law, and the ceremonies are not
very manr except that tha bride and the groom have to stand
before the priest or church minister to take vows. They
have to take part in few customs and ceromonies. The only
simtlerity we ¢an find between the East and the lest is
that they both have set ceremonies, yet much could be said
thet 5til) would show how much can be learned from the Bible,

———Valter Mater, For Bester, Sot for ¥orge? p. 76.
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The following are the Christian pronouncements on
marriage, welking in 2ll the com-andments snd in accordance
with the Lord:

1., Hayrisg: is a Divine institution, established
by GCod Himself,

2. Christien marpriage 18 a blessed ordinance, whisoh
leads to multivlied benedietions both for those in Wode
lock and for the rage in gensral.

3. Faprriage is ultimately the moral state for most
reople.

4e Christian marriage is monozramous, the union of
one man and one woRAn. :

5. Christian marrisge iz established only by free
will and mutusl consent,

6., The marrisge-union iz life~long and has no term-
inztion, exeept by death,

7. In the choige of a companion of life, the dew
civive faetor should not be wealth, physiezl cttraetion,
bigher edugation, and soeisl rositon, but common dew
votion to the lord and Saviour.

8. In the Christian family, the huaband is the
representaotive before God and man} the wife is the
helping compemnion. “he sphere of his highest zotiv-
ity is the home,

9. sn allowed purpose of Christian matrimorny ia
the proereation of children.

10. Christian mspriage must have a spiritual basis
on the reversnt acknowledgment of Jesus Chrdet &8 our
Saviour, snd the family altar is to be the effective
pledge sgainst shattered promises and broken hearts,

11. Christian marriage mast be marked by sn intenw
gity of self-szerificing love.

12, To prepare themselves for these blezsinms and
to meet these high recuirements, young people should
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ask the help of %od in leading clean, cauﬁggems lives,
and avoiding ell concessions of impurity.

"This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of
Galilee, and manifested forth his gl-rvy and his diow
ciples believed on him (John 2:110s .

Thus, the Bible has references and teaching which

intreprets marriage and marriags ceremonies to be simple,
honourable, and holy. The Westerner can easil: find that

from the teaghing of St. Paul and our Lord Jesus Christ,
Y. POLYGAMY
"And Gldeon hnd three-score and ten sons of his body

begotteni for he had many wives.,® (Judges 8:30)

wAnd Davlid to-k him more conoubinmes and wives out of
Jerusalem,,«* {II Samuel 5:13),

11 ;?x:t king Solomon loved many strange womenas .. (I Kings

Mesaning of the term. According to Matthew 1l9:k,
marriage is the choice of one man and one :oman of each
other for a life family relation, There is hypoerisy bew
neath the word "polygamy.” It is plural marriage. There
13 no word of definition so long as we can look upon it
as violation of the marriage relation. Folygamy practie
cnll;' means exactly "polygamy® (Yuvn; rune,) 1s0. it desw
cribes 8 many-wived man,

15 The Church's Harriage Code, Chapter L.
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Qiffarant forms af marciages pamed and defined
briefly:

1. Monogamy: Mating one individual with one of the
opposite 58X

2+ Polyandry: Union of one woman with two or more
Mehe

3. Polygemy: Union of one man with one or two
women.

4. Bxogamous Groups: There are two ways in which
a group becomes exogamous: (1) Where neighbouring
hordes, or groups of kindred, live on friendly terms
with one another. (2) ¥here neighbouring groups live
on bad terms. The result is war and capture of wonmen,

5, Endogagmous: A horde wmarrying inm and in is celled
endogamous.

Origin of Polygimy. It is plainly evident that
polygamy is primarily the outcomns of tribal disputes and
wars., W%hen there are different clans and they had taken
different places of abode, collisions and frictiosne would
soon ogcur between them. The women and children are driven
to the abode of the conguerors., In many instances, wide
ows and girls ore capturei. These surplus women become
either wives or concubines, which means one and the same
thing, which we ecall polygany.

woman is the weaker party, and hence she endures

what comes to her lot as & slave or concubine. The fol-

lowing quotation will explain it stil1 better?

16 gager, gp. gite, p» 1999
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In polygnmy we do not see her in the real sense
"helpmeet,” originally destined for men-"bone of nmy
bone and flash of my flesh” for whow, "he would leave
his father and mgahor“ and to his single self he would
cleave for life,

Thus polygemy kills monogamy, with itz unity i{n la=
bor, thought, and feeling, with its moral idezl and spipie

tual influences.

The 01d Testament and polygemy. The marriage of
Abraham and Sereh seems to have been an original love mapw

riage, and they must have kept the ideal of that love mateh.
85till we find according to the 3Seripturea Sareh under the
influence of pelyzamous ideas. Therefore she presents
Abraham with a concubine. VWhen Oecd gave her a son in her
old age, she compelled Abraham to drive out the concubine
Hagar and her son into the wilderness. This sending away
of Hagar and the child was unbearable and grievous in
Abrahamt's sight (Genesis 21:11).

The conditions of Jacob's marria~es and his childe
ren were of polygamous nature (Genesis 351 2«26). In such
marriages we cannot expect to ses true affection and love.
This fact is proved by the faet of Joseph being sold for
slavery in Egypt by his own brothers {Genesis 37:28).

David waa 2 singer of swest and noble songs and
wanted to be a righteous man with his whole heart, Yet,

17 Genesis 2:18,2); Hatthew 19:5<5,
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along with the other contemporary kings and landlords he
begsn to huve & polygamous career. Thers was & case of

murder among his children: The son in whom he had much

pride apd hope organiszed a plot agzainst his throne, and

lost his 1ife in the attemps.

David left his throne to S5oclomon, He was a very
briszht and wise mam, yet in his old age he ruined himself
by the wiles of the women with whom he had loaded his hare
em. Because of his careless 1life his kingdom waes divided
and split up at his death, and thore was never again a
united Isreel (I Kings 11:12).

Thus we can gsay that polygamy must be “lamed for
mntold had reculta. Polygasmy 18 & moral wrong,

Polygamy was the orevalent form of the marriage
relation in the D1d Testament, There seoms to have been
no limit to the number of wives and concubines a men might
have, He could do this as long as he could afford to melne
tain them and the children by them. As a mstter of fact,
only men of wealth, chiefs, or kings had many wives,

The Bible students draw our special atteantion to
the large households of Gideon, David, and Solomon {Judges
8130; II Samuel 5:133 I Kings 11:1).

Elkanah {I Samuel 131~2} and Jeholads {II Chrone
1e0les 24:8), sach of whom had two wives, may have been

common coup (Deuteronomy 21315},
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Polygamy discourzged acc¢ording to the Bible. FPro-
phets discouraged polygamy (Ueneais 2:18), and monogemy
was presented as an ideal. [Flurality of wives first occurs
among the degraded countries (Genesis 4:23),

But Foah is the husband of one wife, and mo is the
patriarch Jobs, The ideal homes described inm II Kinzs 4}
Psalms 128; Froverbs 31 are sll monogamous hones, Hosea
and Inaiah were monogamists,

Polygemy unnatural. Pelygamy 18 8 greater crime
against nature than polyandey. It is a2 wrong to & women
in denying to her the rights and privileges of monogramous

marrisge.

The eunuch. The eunuch is everywhere among 41l
pations and peoples., The lord of the hurem muat be served
by emasculeted men. This class of men are exerting their
influence in publiec and government offices, They ars en-
Joying public positions.,

Wigakness of polyzamy. The followine few disadvan-
tsres ¢an be mentioned:

1. 'The woman has been held to the lovest and most
rriwitive works and meninl labor.

2. 5he has baen debarred from soclaty,

3. As a rule we find that the polygamous nations
are weak compered with monogémous nasions,
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The following poem, & lyrle, will well 1llustrate
cur pointt

A war steed coursed out the wind-swept north,
darring the crags with hoofs of fire,
Snuffing far battles with nostril wide,
lei-hing the Joy of fierce desirs,

The orisping herbage of arial plains

Had toughened his sinews like bands of stesl:
The snowefed waters of Zarafshen,

Had nerved the might of a norshern will,

The war steed grased in fortile meads,

Drinking the waters of indolent streams;

He rested at eve, on bloom dight beds,

Toyed with by maidens 4n the goldening gleams,

They charmed his ear with dalliant song)

They closed his ever in witchery's glee}

They {eod him the vineyards! wildering draughte-

He slept in the breath of the lotus tree.

¥hite bones lie atrewn on the flowering me=d,

In flesh-rank grass grown high znd dark,

The carrion bird hath flownw~hath “1°“'Xa

Riseth the war horse? Neigheth? Hark?
The above lyric mey be taken as the eplitaph of any poly-
gomous nation. The last words are significant, as they
explain the meaning.

¥e will now turn to a brief sketch of study of

Polygamy imn other Orisntal Countries.

Amone Mohammedans of India and Persia. A Moslenm
ie allowed to marry four wives., All four wives are lemal

18 ; Caverno, "Poly v : 2Lan-
Co gemy,” The %*gm&:m k8
dard Bible ncyclopedia, Volume'IV, p. 2417,
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and they have equality with each oth:r in relation to their
husband, He §8 to love them &ll soually, and can divorce
any one or 211 of them at his plsasure. HMphumued, to check
the frecuency of this practise, decreed thal & wife divorced
for three succeasive times should not be taken back a third
time by her husbend until she had been married to another
man and divorced by him. After that, her first husband
could marry her again., The "Eoran,” religious bo~k has
referances of ssnctioned permission for volyrmamy. 2g long
as a8 man could afford to keep a number of wives he was 8le

lowed to do 20. This zounds very similar to Hebrew custom,

Polygamy amonz Hindus of India. This custom was
very much sprcad among the Hindu gods, and hence many re~
liglous followers of Hindulsm, on the :strong religious and
logleal argument, have encouraged polygamy. Of couras the
principle holds good here also that as long as one esn
afford it he can marry more than one. As & rule it is not
as bad as the Moslems. Among the mumerous sects of Kine
duism, only a few sects have this custom. The grester
blame zoes to the religlous heads, as they are masoeinted
with rods and ~oddesses. The temple girls Jev-Dagig who
are dedicated to gode are a grest hindrance in the moral
1ife of the people, which eventuslly leads to the idea of

polygamy.
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Jolygamy among the Chinese. This custom was provae
lent in Chine, toc. The kings, rulers, and landlords could
efford to kewp more than one wife. The Chinese smperor
had a grest nunber of wives, chosen out of the fine deauty
of the countrys If Macartney is right, it was & plece of
tremendous bad luck for these wives, If the Emperor hepw
pened to dle all his women were &t once removed to an
edifice palace, and there they remained for the rest of
thelr lives.

In China polygamy wae for two maln reasons. The
need for male births, and the custom of ancestor worship
made polygemy almest an essentisl condition in China,
Gonfucisnisx allows polygamy.

Having resented the case of polygamy both among
the Hebrews and in some of the leading Oriental countries,
it 18 necesssry to ses the other side alro., It is not
always that thia custom of polygsmy is accepted. Even
in ths 014 Testement, monogawy has been considered as an
ideal custom. The provhets discouraged polygamy. As ve
have already seen, Hoah was the husband of one wife, and
so was the mtriarch Jobe Alsc Hosea and Isalah were monoe
gamists, Vhen the prophets represent Jehovah's relation
to Iarael the figure of marriage is used. It is a jeal-
ous husband choosing and betrothing to himself one beloved
wife (Mosea 2; Isaiah 11:1). The books of Froverbs and
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Eccleainstes exalt the plage and character of the wife in
the undivided love. Monogamy was the rule among the Jews
in Roman times but with few exceptions. The New Testament
discredits and discourages polygamy (Mattihew 1914-5; I Tim~
othy 3:2,12). Also, 3t. Paul in his letters and epistles
is very clear in his teaching of monogamy. Christ, our
Lord and Savior, has discouraged polygamy and encouraged
monogamy. Heferring to the 0ld Taestament teaching of the
prophets and the New Testament teachings of Christ, the
Westerners can interpret the Bible as upholding stronsly
the teaching of monogamy.

She 18 in the real sense a "helpmeet" originally
destined for men--"bone of my hone and fleah of my flesh"
(Genesis 2:18), For whom he would leave his father and
mother "and to his single self he would cleave for life"
{Matthew 19:5«6),

In the Cld Testament the reference to levirate
marriage is worth noting. Whenever there was not any
heir, and a woman was left as a widow, she was privileged
to marry the brother of the deceased. The levirate mare
riage probably was limited to such cases in which the
father had left behind no children at all, The later
lew (Numbers 27:) provided that the name of the father
could be preserved through the daughter. This example
supports our point, that the man died leaving ne children



60

behind by his wife. This is purely an illustration of
monogamy, As the custom demanded & son heir, for the an-
cestor worship and to suceed the father, the marriage was
worked out. Hence we coneclude that monogamy is ideal and
healthy. There is peace of mind, unity, and co-operation
in the family. Of course, the Westerners do not have much
of the problem of polygamy, but still much more could be
agcorplished in a better understanding of the Interpretetion
of the Bible, especially the books of the prophets and

the New Testament emphasizing the teachings of 3t. Paul

and Jesus Christ.
VI. CONCUBIHAGE
"But unto the sons of the concubines, which Abra=-

ham had,-..” (Genaﬂiﬁ 25:6}0

R, ..,and Absalom went in unto his father's concu-
bines in the sight of all Israel® (II Samuel 16:22b),

®And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and
three hundred concubines; and his wives turned away
his heart" (I Kings 11:3;.
The discussion of polygamy hos already referred
to this cuestion of concubines. Both are interrelated,
The 01d Testament recognizes Concubines (Rebrew-~pilaghshim},
4
(Greek=- TTAAMOKCS ) snd the {Arab--belkes), that is, fe-

male slaves (handmaids, or maid serv:nts), They belonged

to the husband and were subject to his authority (II Samuel
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15:16; 16:121). They were the property of his wives, and
had been given over by these to the husband. Sometimes
the concubines, on suggestion of thelr mistresses offered
themselves as wives, and yet continued to be under the su=~
thority of their mistresses (Genesis 16:4). Bilah, the
female slave of Rachel (Uenesis 29:29) was made the con-
cubine of Jacob (35:22). 8uch concubines could belong.
either to another people or race or be Israelites. Accord-
ing to Deuteronomy 21:10~14 the captive women became either
the eoncubines or wives by law. 4180 the reference in
Exodus 21:7-11 tells us that the parents were responsible
in giving their daughters in marriage,

The verses in Deuteronomy 15:12«18 and Jeremiah
34:8 have direct bearing on the assertion that the slave,
either & man or a woman, should be made free. Here it is
reminded that Israel was made a bondsman, hence he should
not forget it. The prophet Jeremiah was asked to proclaim

liberty unto them.

Qutstanding reasons for this custom of concubinaze.
l. 4t the time of war the conquerors drove women

and children into captivity. HMen were killed in the war,
so the question was raised about the widows and spinsters.
The only alternative for these women was in subjecting to
these strangers and becoming their concnbines. A8 the

rule the chief or the fighter has the greater number of them,
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¥risoners of war bring many women, $0 by sale and
gift there is a egrest incoming of women into the country.
The woman is slways 2 weaker party. 3he endures what comes
to her as a slave or as a cencubine.

2. A second reason which could be given is the want
of children and especlally sons as heirs. For instance
{Genesis 16:1=6) Sarah, Abraham's wife, bare him no chil-
dren; hence she gave her handmeid, Hagar, to her husband

Abraham, by whom Ishmael was born.

3., A third reason for this custom could be the
amount of wealth and riches a man had, when he can afford
to supply coneubines. For instance, Solomon was a rich
king, and he had seven hundred wives and three concubines
(I Kings 11:3),

According to this custom the status of women is
degraded, The ideal union or marriage is pictured in the
following Bible verses:

vApnd the lord God said, It is not good that the man
should be along; I will make him an helpmeet for him,
Therefore shall a man leave his father and mother and
shall eleave unto his wife; and they shall be one
flesh®(Genesis 2:18,24).

"And said, For this cause shall a man leave father

and motheri and shall cleave to his wife; and they

twain shall be one flesh. Wherefore they are no more
twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined

together, let not man put asunder” (Matthew 19:5«6) .
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But as we look into the lives and conditions of
life of concudbines, they are far from the ideal of the
Scriptures. They are no better than even servants and
slaves, The more we think about the problem df the cone
cubines the sadded we feel for their degraded condition
of existence. It proves the superiority complex on the }
part of the man, and naturally the woman gets the infer;
fority complex. It is sad that the man has his upper
hand always over the concubines. As such, they are at

the mercy of the man.

Concubines in Orientel countries., Having made a

little survey on the subjeet of concubines in the 01ld Testa«
ment, it will be helpful 1f we trace the custom of concuw
bines in some of the leading Oriental countries. The

study in brief is as follows:

Concubines among Mohammedans. We have already men=-
tioned. that the founder of the Moelem faith, Mohammed

hinself, had many wives and several concubines, The Holy
Seriptures of the Moslem faith, the "Koran," gives con-
sent and permission to keep more than one wife. This
idea of concubines is very closely related to the guese
tion of polygamy; both are interwoven., Technically they

mean the same thing, to have more than one wife or concubine.
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Of course, the difference is made in the status of the wife
and the concubine, as the latter is far inferior to the
former in the matter of treatment and her rites. The cone
cubine does not have any matsrimonial rights whatsoever,
She just happens to live there, either by compulsiosn or
her willingness, and becomes the victim of her Master's
passion, Her matrimonial life i8 meaningless, as at any
time or any moment it might fade away. This is the main
reason for poverty, as there is a lot of irregularity and
ignorance about the whole matrimonial question. As a rew
sult of this the population is increasing. The result is
s tarvatiorn, scarcity and poverty.

A Moslem is allowed to marry four wives, and thay
are termed legal wives, but there 1s another kind of wife
or concubine called "Seka." There is no restriction or
limit to the number of concubines. There are several reaw-
sons and beliefs for these plural marriages among the
Mohammedans:

1., They believe that 4t is a sin for any woman

not to obey man's wish in the matter of marriage, and
hence man is regarded as superior to woman,

2. The second reascn is the natural depravity of
human nature,

3. The third reason is the richness and wealth
to be able to afford to keep concubines.

Usually the kings, rulers, chiefs, landlords, and

rich businessmen can afford to keep many wives and concubines,
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Therefore, among the Moslems, they are the people who own
these concubines. It is customary among the Moslems that
this kind of loose living often leads women on a wrong
path of life, which is prostitution.

Concubines among the Hindus. Hinduism does not
have this custeom in excess as compared with Mohammedanisnm,
There are very few cases of concubines. Of course, the
custom of polygamy is very much prevalent, but not so
much the custom of concubines. The same prineciples arcly
her, that the kings, the chiefs, and the rich men can keep
concubines. Among certain sects of Hinduism, they have
temple~girls (Dev-Dasies), whose duty is to do the cere-
monial dance on special occasions and festivals. These
girls have been dedicated to gods and goddesses by their
parents., Their home is the temple. In that kind of en-
vironment they are often tempted, and thus contact the
publie people who go there to worship and often the tem~
ple priests. Thus they live an immoral life. These temple
girls are as good as concubines, and when they go to the
extrems they are no better than regular professional prose
titutes. )

Comparing the question of concubines of Hinduism and
th t of the Hebrews there is much similcrity regarding the

practices., But as we study the references among the Hebrews
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(Deuteronomy 15:12-18; Jeremiah 34:8) they were forbidden,
This is also true in the teachings of Christ and/$t; Paul.
Also we see it being discouraged among the Hindus to some
extent,

Also among the poorer classes and tribes the concu-
bines are found, and they do not understand about their
existence. In such homes they are a menial elass or coo-

lies (labourers).

Concubines asmong the Chinese. Among the Chinese
the woman's place is minor. The need of male births, and

the custom of ancestor worship make polygamy almost an
essential condition in China among certain clas:zes. Cone
fucianism allows polygamy., Where marriage proves barren
or provides no male heir, the husband loses no time in
allowing another woman to¢ enter hils house as his wife,
Iy seems that the first wife is selected by his parents,
but the second wife is selected by himaelf,

There 18 also the custom of keeping concubines,
A econcubine is always either sold or hired, but in some
cases there are stipulations., A wealthy man has sometimes
as many as fifty, but this is something of a rarity. Some
may have twenty or twenty-five, but the vast majority have
to be eontent with two or three. Acc¢ording to the law

and customs, certain rights and privileges are retained
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by the first wife., Strange as it may appear to the western
mind, the first wife often influences her husband in the
choice of her rivals~-wives and concubines. In dolng this,
she as a wife does not lose any domestic rights.

Aecording to the Seriptures as time went by there
was a gradual process of progress in removing this great
social evil. Therefore, Christianity hss the message for
China in the matter of concubinage.

Having seen the custom of cencubines among the Hebe
rews of the Old Testament, and among the people of a few
Oriental countries, we can state that this custom is almost
common, It 4is always associated with polygamy., Our study
is not only of the Old Testament, but is of the whole Bi-
ble. As we have already seen, that even in the question
of polygamy the prophets discouraged it (Genesis 2:18), and
monogamy was presented as an ideal, 8o it i3 in the case
of coneubiﬁage. There were several leading menéof 01d
Testament history who were monogamists, like Noah, Job,
Hosea, and Isaiah (II Eings 4j Psalms 128; Proverbs 31).

As time went On there was found much progress and improve-
ment in the solution of this question of polygamy and cone
cubines. dJesus taught the true meaning of marriage, and
that was monogamy. After Him, St. Paul laid much stress

on this subject and he outright discouraged both polygamy



68

and concubines. There are some of his epistles, which

have the advice to the young and to all in general. In the
New Testament there muy be a few scattered cases of loose
life and immoral character, but there is no such definite
feference to concubines in the New Testament. In one case
of a woman Christ said that she had five husbands, bu£ this
incident can be termed as a loose character on the part of
the woman, The history of the Hebrews in the time of the
Hew Testament is completely changed, mostly due to the
teachings of Jesus Christ, Similarly, in the neighbouring
and surrounding Oriental countries the same change has been
taking place, Thus, with the help of teaching and preach~
ing the problem of polygamy and concubinage is much lessened,
After having this clear understanding on the subject I ape
peal to the western reader to re:d and interpret the Bible
with the meaning and message that the Rible totally dig~

courages both polygamy and concubinage.
VII. WIDOWHOD AND LEVIRATE MARRIAGE

nA father of fatherless, and a judge of the widows,
1s God in His holy habitation" (Psalm 6815),

“The Lord will destroy the house of the proud; but
he will establish the border of the widow" (Proverbs

15:125).

"And in those days...there arose & murmuring..,be-
cause thelr widows were neglected in the daily minis-
tration” (Acta 6:1),
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"Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of
Hepher..,and these are the names of his daughters:
Mahlah, Noah, and Horla, and Milcah, and Tirsah" (Num-
bers 27:1).

A widow 1s a person whese husband being dead and gone
feels herself as lonely and helpless., Her life becomes
dependent and miserzble. nence, widows in the 014 Testa-
ment are considered to be under the special care of Jehovah
(Psalms 68:5; 146:9; Froverbs 15:25). Sympathetic love and
regard to be shown to them is a mark of true religion (Job
31:10; Jeremiah 1:27). ¥We find rich counsel in Deuteronomy
24:17).

The word is first mentioned in the New Testament in

Acts 6:1. "There arose a murmuring of Greclan Jews
sgainst the Hebrews, because their widows were neg-
jected in the daily ministration.” Paul charges that
they should be particularly cared for, especially those
that 2re "widows indeed,” 1.e19pocr, without support,
and old. (I Timothy 5:2-16).

In I Timothy 5:9=-10 is indicated about the owner
of widows. raul directs Timothy as to the econdition of
the enrollument of widows,

Mo widow should be "enrolled” (catalogued) under

sixty years of age, or if more than once married. She

must be well reported "for good works” a mother hav~
ing brought up childrem, hospitable...having washed

the saints' feet. Chrysostem and Tertullian make mention
of this order of widows. They will be assigned to eccles-

jastical duties, e.g., supervisingzﬁhe orphans and thus
being supported at public expense.”

19 Edgee, op. ¢it., p. 3084.

20
Ihidn, P 31030
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Througheut the 014 Testament widows appear as neede
ing assistance and help., Their condition must have been
poor and sad. Legally they had righte on thae property of
their husbands:

Absalom played the role of the heir of his father

David, when he took pessession of the concubines left
behind in Jerusalem by David (II Samuel 16:20e22),
A similar meaning is implied in the conduct of Abnmer
(II Samuel 337) and in the demand of Adonijah {I Kings
2:13-22; Genesis 35:122), Furthermore, there was a
custom that a son should marry his stepmother, which
indeed is forbidden in Deutercnomy 22:30; 27:20; Levit-
icus 18:8), but 1t was commgn custom down to the time
of Esekiel (Bzekiel 22:10),
On the other hand we have widows living by themselves with
their sons or other dependents (II Kings 4:11; II Samuel
14t5; Rumbers 1:i6); also in the case of Zarephath (I Kings
17:8).

A widow herself had no right of inherdtance to the
property of her husband. There were no fixed rules conw
cerning the care of widows in ancient Israel. Their de=
fenseless position and helplessness was much used as an
advantage by many people in advancing their own selfish
intereats {II Kings 8:1; Isaiah 1012; Mieah 2:9). The

prophets came forward to rescue them as their chompions

(Isziah 1:173 Jeremiah 6). Deuteronomy instructs that the
gleanings of the field and the vineyards should be kept

2l1pid., p. 5%6.
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for them (Deuteronomy 24110, 21} Ruth 2:2), and includes
those who should have a share in the tithes of the third
Ye2r and be invited to tzke part in the sscrificial meals
(Deuteronomy 141281 26:12),

The position of the childless widow was particularly
sad. JShe enjoyed no consideration even when her husband

was living (Genesis 16:4; I Samuel 1:6).

Levirate marriage. In order to study the question
of levirate marriage it is necessary to know the mesning
of the two words:

Patriarch: Thils word or name is used for Abraham,
Jaeob and §$§id. The term 1s used (Genesis 5:11) in the
histories of Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, et cetera of
the "patriarchal dispensation.”

levit The term is used in Number 18:2-40, tribe of
Levi be Joined into. Also, in Genesis L2-45, and Genesis
46111 there is made mention about it.

Among the patriarchs and the Levites this custom
was common. Levirate marriages are closely connected with
the problem of widows. In case a husband died without
leaving behind a son even by one of his goncubines, the
ancient custom was that his surviving broether should marry
the wife, in order to preserve the name and inhepritance

of the Jew. The first son born was counted as the dependent
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and heir of the dead brother. This attempt was %o give to
one already dead and gone a son by the means of the "leve-
irate mirriage."” (from "lever" plus "lat" meaning husband's
brother). This was due to the custom of ancestor worship,
The custom demanded & son-heir. For the widow this custom
presented a valuable right. In Deuteronomy 25:5~10 this
custom is sanctioned, and the brother-in~law can refuse
to enter such a marriage. ‘The custom preseribed of drawe
ing off the shoe (also Ruth 4:7) signified the renunciati on
of the inheritance of the brother (in Fsalm 60118),

The attempt in Leviticus 18:16j 20:21 to forbid such
marriages was not successful, In NMatthew 22:24 the use
of Deuteronomy 25 is discussed., If there were no sons,
daughters had the right of inheritance (Numbers 27:1).
The levirate marriage was probably limited to such cases
in which the father had left behind no children at all.
The later law (Numbers 27:k} provided them the name of
the father, which could be preserved through the daughter,

The status of widows in & few Oriental countries:
Widowhood in Hinduism. Hindu law does not allow widow
marriages. Hence the condition of widows is pitiable.

Almost among all the sects or communities of Hinduism the

status of widows is just the same., Lately some of the

advanced people and a few reformers have started a revolution
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by asking to abelish this custom. looking to the grave
situation of the whole problem, they have encouraged re-
marriages. In the joint family system the widow's position
becomes worse than a servant or a slave. Briefly we men
tlon here how she etands in society. When her husband

dies she has to adopt dressing in simple "saris,™ black in
color for a couple of years. After that period she may

put on white, but simple saries. Her hair is to be removed
from her head, and of course, all the ornaments are to

be removed from her body. It 1s & sad and pathetic sight
to see the ceremony of removing her good clothes and orma-
ments, as soon &s the husband dies. It 1s heart breaking
to see the glass bracelets and the bands broken with two
stones-~gignifying her derk future. We asimply cannot
bear the sight and hear the heartbreaking crying and mourn-
ing of the widow. She beate her heasd and breast, and
nourns over the fact that for ever she will have to live

a simple and dependent life. The worse part of it is

that she cannot remarry. If she is very young and of a
promising age, it is still worse for her. In the olden
days, they used to have a custom of "becoming suttee.”
That i8 to say that when the corpse of the husband is
being burnt on the pyre, the true widow burns herself,
with the gonsent of the community, along with her husband,
She ende her life with the understanding that both the souls
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will have reunion in their reincarnated life as husband
and wife. It a sad custom. In the British tiwe, lLord
Hastings, then the Covernor General, stopped this custom
by law,

The heaviest curse of Hinduism falls uvon the high
caste widows, because the widow is supposed to be respon-
sible for her husband's death, and to have caused it by
some sin of her own in a previous existence., Her head
is shaved with a rawor, and for a yesr she must eat but
one meal in a day with frequent fasts. All her jewels
and ornaments are torn from her} she is clothed in elther
a plain black or white cloth. Often she becomes the drudge
of the house, and if she is young and beautiful a worse
fate frequently awaits her,

The main thing to be seen among the Hindus 1is that
the remarriage is forbidden, and hence there are many dis-
advantages. The first curse is of becomins slaves of the
joint family, and no real happiness in life c¢an one find.
Secondly, often for their maintainence, some of them have
been compelled to become professional women-prostituyes.
They are always looked down by the publisc, It 1s the gene
eral belief and current superstition that if a men geas
early in the morning the face of a widow his whole day will
be speiled and it will be an unlucky day for him. Thue
they are looked down upon. But lately the high castes
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have made it possible for widows to earn their livelikrood
by way of securing possible work, and especially teaching
work in schools is given to the Brahmin widows. The other
‘'widows do leborious work for other neighbours. At times
there are found some good people, who help them in differw
ent ways., Some widows in temples take up some work in

the templcs, and some become true worshippers of gods and

goddesses, and thus they are called (nuns) priestesses.

Widowhood in China. The same condition was preva-
lent in China as regards the status of widows. They were
forbidden to remarry. Confucius, the founder of the Conw
fucian faith, never recognized the right ef a woman to
rid herself of her husband. In this respect Chins shows
great disrespect to women in comparison with the women
of the civilized nations.

Eight hundred years ago Chu Hsi pronounced that for
a married woman death from the cruelty or neglect of a
husband was preferable to remarriage. This implication
is carried out‘until today. Hence, many widows are found
as mothers of illegitimate children or ending up their

lives as prostitutes.

wWidowhood in Western countries. Generally in all

western Christian countries, remarriage is permissible,

The .simplicity in life and the mourning in the 1life of



76
the widow is permanent, as it is all over the world, Yet
the future status can be improved by remarriage. Secondly,
she does not suffer so much, like the widow of an Oriental
country, because the woman is always respected, and as such

she has her rights in soelety.

Conclusion., Havinc seen the problem of widovhood
both 4in the Oriental countriss and in the Cccidental coun-
tries, it is better that we ses also, how the Westerner
can better interpret the Bible in relation to the quesw
tion of widowhood. We have already seen and studied with
the help of the 0ld Testament books the status of the wide
owWws Also there are some 0ld Testament references, in
which 1t is stated that the prophots, as their champions,
came forward to rescue them (Isailah 1:17; Jeremiah 6; 24:19;
Ruth 2:2), The pleanings of the fields and of the vine~
yards and a share from the tithes should be given to them,
Also regearding the claim or heritage, the widow was helped,
althoush indirectly. For instance, in the Levirate mar-
riage she gets a son by her husband's brother, and the
child becomes the legal heir of the dead )a»:r-'cnu}*sa;:;e Thus
indirectly in the name of the son the mother gets her prope
erty all back. Of course, the legal heir is the son, so
she becomes an administrator or guardian for ths son's

property. The New Testament offers more hope and teaching
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for the good and happiness of widows. Christ took special
care to give teachings on the import:nce of widows' rights
and standing in the community., Christ condemns the high
seats of the Pharisees and the Sadducees, who devour wide
ows'! houses and for a2 pretense make long prayers, Dere
Christ accepts a widow'!s two mites and gives more imppr-
tant advice (Mark 12:40=44). Another interest of Christ
18 illustrated in the miracle of the widow's son at Hain
being raised (Luke 7:12). Thus we can state that Christ
had His concern,love, care, and sympathy for widows. The
New Testament, through the epistles and letters of 3t.
Paul, teach us the same thing--to carel for the widow,
Hence the Westerners can interpret the Bible, both 014
Teatament and New Testament, with the light and underastand=
ing that the widows' condition and status is always en~
couraged. As time went on, there began a greater improve=
ment in the question of resrect, treatment, and sympathy |

Levirate marriage in India. Similar to the levirate
custom among the Hebrews, we find the same thing among some

sects of Hinduism. The question of an heir always brings
up this matter. The widow's brother-in-lew is entitled
to marry her, and the son born becomes the heir of the

dead brother's property. This custom is not very common
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or easily foun&. Only among the kings and rich people

is it well illustrated., The poor and middle classes have
the custom, but they only seem to be emphasizing the loosze
moral 1ife and not so much the heir question.

VIII. DIVORCE

"when & man hath taken a wife, and married her, and

it come to pass that she find no favor in his eyes,

because he hath found some uncleamnness in herj then

let him write her & bill of divorcement..." (Deuter-
onomy 2411).

"Thus saith the Lord, where is the bill of your mo-
ther's divorcement..."{Isaiah 5011},

"It hath been said, Whosoever shall put away his
wife, let him give her a writing of divorcement...”
(Matthew 5:32),

The meaning of divorce is teo seek a separation by
either of the parties and thus dissolve the union of mare
riage. The subject of divorce is of much importance for
consideration in relation to the marriage ceremonies. It
will be of much interest to study the divorce problem among
the Hebrews, and then in some of the Oriental countries,
especially in relation to the study and solution in the
Bible.

The 01d Testament does not teach very clearly on
the subject of divorce. As a matter of fact, marriage
was considered as more or less like individual law, Later

on, it had a larger concern of the society,
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The Book of the Covenant (Exodus 21:9) spesks of
the known rights of daughters, the prophet Kzekiel
{16:34-41) speaks of the known law concerning the adule
teress. The carefully guarded position of the first
born son (Deuteronomy 21:15-17) necessarily presupposes
fixed regulations concerning marriage as spoken of as
"bulath" (Deuteroncmy 22:22; Guneais 20:3; Deuteronomy
24:1; lsaiah 5411) as acquirec by a husband, "taken
into possessions

As we study the history it can be stated that the
customs and preseriptions of marriage were not all of
Israelitish origin. They were taken over from Canaanite
eivilization, Also, the Babylonian law (¢. 2000 B.C.) had
exerciged its influence upon Israel through the medium
of the Canaanite civilization.

While iiscussing this vital question of divorce the
question arises about Jesus’! attitude. Jid Jesus allow
under any circumstances the remarriage of a divorced per-
son during the lifstime of the partner to the marriage;
or did He allew absolute diverce for any cause whatsoever?
The gquestion hss much bearing on momentous issues, social
and civie, a8 well as religious. It is safe and advis-
able to seareh the teaching of Jesus as recorded in the
Rew Testament books. During the first half of the century
A.D. what do the seribes and writers say regarding the

teaching of Jesus on this subject? If we had only the

22 The Standard Bible Dictionary, op. gis., p. 552,



the gospels of Mark, Luke, and the eplatles of Faul, there
could be only one answer given. Christ did not allow
absolute divorce for any cause (¥ark 1012; Luke 16:18;
Galatians 1:12; I Corinthians 7:10)., The vld Testament
perxigsion was a concession. It teaches to a low moral
state and standard, and thus waa opposed to the ideal of
marriage given in Genesis 2123,

"The position of wemen in that day was far from en-
viable. They could be divorced on the slightest pretext
and had no recourse at law."23 Almost all the rights
and privileges of men were withheld from them., 'hat Jesus
said in relation to divorce was more in defense of the
rights of the women of His time than as a guide for the
freer, fuller life of our day., Jesus certainly did not
mean to recommend 2 hard and enslaving life for vomen.
liie whole life was one long expression of full understand-
ing of them and sympathy for them.

There are two sayings attributed to Christ and re-
corded by the writ:r of the first gospel (Masthew 5:32;
Luke 9:9), which differ slightly from what is stated in
Mark and luke. Here he seems to allow divorce for "for

nication.” It is said, "save for fornication,” an axcepti

23 hager . eit., £. 552,
y 8p. CiL
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i3 made (I Corinthians 7118) which allows remarriasge where
& Christian partner is deserted by a hesthen. The meaning
here gives us to understand th-t "fornication” is taken
in its wider sense (Hosea 2:15; imos 7:17; I Corinthians
511). Divorce with a Jew carried with it a right of re-
marriage, and the words, "causeth her to commit adultery;"
(Matthew 5:32). This shows thot Jesus assumed that the
divorced women would marry again. Hence if He divorce,
He also allowed remarrisge. Our Lord had not come to set
aside the authority of Mpses, He was by a Jewilsh«Christian
tradition.

It is very important to make a detailed study of
adultery, fornication, and harlots, witi. the help of the

Seripture references as follows:

Adultery and Formiscation., The prohibition of the

seventh commandment (Exodus 20:1k; Deuter nomy 5:17) is
indeed a general rule. The logical and natural question
would be, "What constitutes adultery?” The rigidity of
preseriptions relating to the virginity of the woman who
was sought in marriage (Deuteronomy 22:13-21,23) shows
that the chaste life on the part of a woman before mar- °
riage was to be the rule, If she was convieted of guilty
conduct in early times, she was burned (Genesis 38:124),
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In later times she was brought naked (Hoseca 2:5) hefore
the as:sembled peopls of the locality and by them stoned to
death {(Ezekiel 16:38-40; 23145+47; Deuteronomy 22:20;

dobn 8:5), The same punishment was for the man when he
seduced the wife of his neighbour (Deuteronomy 22:22;
Levisicus 20:10). Aecording to the reference (Leviticus
19:203 Mumbers 5111-31) the woman has to suffer much.

The husband was granted much more liberty. The verses

in Exodus 22115} ‘euteronomy 22:8 deal with the subject
of adultery.

Harlots., They were found not only in the cities
(Corinthians 6:15; Iseiah 23115; Proverbs 7:6~23) but
‘alse in country districts (Genesis 38:15). The expres-
sion, "harlot,” {Proverbs 2:116; 5:20; 6124} 715; 23:27)
implies that this practise was garried on in Israel orie-
inally by foreign women, 4#arried women made a long ab-
sence of their husbands from home the occasion of having
dealings with other men (Proverbs 7:18,20). The house
of the harleot was a sort of inn where anyone, even an
enemy of the land, might stop (Joshua 2:1). Women vho
ylelded themselves at sanctuaries im honor of the deity

were a great immoral sign. It is evident from imes 2173

Hosea 4:13 and alse from the measures of the kings, Asa



and Jehosaphat, of Judah (I Kings 15:12; 22:46) and the
prohibition in Deuteronomy 23:18.

The demand of Jesus and the apostles are remarkable
not only for their incisiveness, but above all for their
new religious basis (Matthew 5:27-32; I Corinthians 6:9=20;
Ephesians 513-5; Colossians 3:5-8; Titus 2:2+6; James
Lik-8.).

Divoree and harlots in Hinduism, Among the many
sects of Hinduism this custom is occasionally foumd. 1%

is always on the ground of some 80lid reasons, either
(1) adultery, or {2) hereditary -isease, which may be
harmful to the children., The divorce is always gifficult
to secure 83 the conditions are sometimes very difficult
to fulfill. Among the primitive tribes the people pay
very little attention in the matter of divorce, and meke
divorce easy. There i8 always a striet rule and law to
cerry out the requirsd conditions to make the divorce,
The divorce is always to be sanctiomed, either by the
villare Fenchayat or a Court of law,

In the same manner, other religious groups like
Mohammedans, Parsees, Sikhs, and others have their di-

vorces worked out. Of course, it is not so common and

frequent as they are in the Occidental countries.
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Harlets in Hinduism and among other groups are
quite common, Very often they are in secret. The pro-
fessional harlots are generally faund in large cities.
They are either private on their own accord, or sometimes
they are licensed by the local government, They are
also found in some of the temples where they are called

"dev dassies" (temple girls),

Divorce and harlots in China. This custom is found

in China alse, The status of women in China is very low,
Similer to India, women are considered as inferior to
men, Among Chinese people divorce ia common. It is see-
cured by the husband on several grounds:

1. The committing of adultery.

2. The presence of sterility,

3., Tieving,

L. Disrespect or insulting father«inelaw or motherw-

in~law.

5. Jealousy 4in connection with other wives.

6, Talkativeness.
confucius, the founder of the Confucianiem faith, never
recognized the right of a woman t0 rid herself of her hus-
band. In this respect, China shows great disrespect to

women in comparison with the women of civilized nations.
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Harlots are found in large towns and cities. There
are many factors and ressons involved in their becoming
harlots, both private and professional, Sometimes they
are approved by the government and thus licensed. Az it
is common in moat of the countriass for two reasons; to
increase the government income by tax, and to avoid any
unherlthy happenings in good localities of the town by

mean and low people,

Divorce custom in Fersia among the Mohamiedans,

To make divorces impossible they fix as kaben something
that cannot be obtained. For example, they sometimes

fix eight or nine pounds of mosquitoess or house~fly wines
as the kaben z husband must pay his wife, if he wounld
divorce her. This, he of course, cannot pay.

There is a story about a ohammedan woman. Her
rkaben letters” required that if her husband wished to
divorce her he must give her about thirty-two pounds of
mosquitoces. In the course of time he bezan to dislike
her and intended to divorce her but it was impossible for
him to furnish the stipulated "kaben." He was determined,
however, to be free from her and so he began to mistreat
and abuse her until she herself changed her "kaben" from
thirty-two pounds of mosquitoss to a piece of vineyard.

#hen he gave her that she was divorced.
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Sometimes in "kaben" letters instead of a sum of
money or a vine ard, or mosquitoes, or a field, they will
write for securing divorce from his wife, 2 husband must
give her zn arm or foot. This being fmpossible to fur-
nish, the husband who really wants hls wife divorced wiil
80 abuse her that she will be obliged to say, "kabenan
ralal janim azed,® which means "I make my kaben legltimate
to you, now let my soul free.® Even though she gets a
small amount or nothing, she becomes a free soul.

48 in other countries Persia has harlots, too.
the reformers always discourage both the custom of divorce

and harlotry.

Divoree gcustom in Western countries. The problem

of divorce is very great in all Western countries. ¥herever
the churches have worked hard, and proclaimed the teachings
of the Bible and of Christ, there have been great results
and chanzes. Outside the Christian community the problem
of divorce is very heartbreaking. Its disadvantages are
many and the condition of children becomes very precariocus.

The uncertainty of married 1ife is always there.
There is often found a fear of guspicion and doubte on
each other's part., It is too muck to feel the freedom in
every phase of 1ife,

The custom of harlots is common, too. They are

gensrally found in big cities in thimkly populated areas.
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Conclusion. Some of the Uriental countries as
time went on, proposed reforms im the field of divorce
and harletry. It has beea trus in all other aspeets of
1ife. There is always room for improvement and procress,
This problem of divorce 18 too great in the liestern coune
tries and the results are really heartbdreaking. While
the churches are at work to stop the custem, the Triental
countries--and especially the Hebrew people~~have much
to say and teach to the Western countries in connection
with the guestion of divorce., The interpretation of the
Bible and, in particular, of the New Testament will serve
the great purpose for Western countries. Jesus' entire
teaching and theology may be described as a transfigur-
ation of the family. OGod is a father and man is a child, -
and there is a parental leve chown by the father towards
the son, always. The story of the prodigal son {Luve
15:18) well illustrates the repeatance on the part of
the son. In the same manner we have to listen to the
teachings of Jesus in the matter of divorece and come back
to Jesus. A8 %o the explieit doctrine of Jesus. contern=
ing marrisge and divorce, there would seem to be little
difficulty of interpretaztion.

Unwelcome the teaching of Jesus may be to many

modern minds; inpracticable or injudicious it may
appear under modern conditionsj overstrained mor 1lity,
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it may be as Renan called it; but in its maln features
ggégvgggghgggaggggii?%Z camnot be e¢alled complicated or
Adultery is strietly forbidden in the moral code
and 1s denounced by the prophets as & crime comparable to
stealing, murder, false swearing and idolatry (Exodus
20t145 Jeremiah 719; 23:10) Hosea 4:2; Malachi 3:5)., The
husband must provide his wife with food and clothing.
In the New Testament love and fidelity on the mrt of the
hushand, and obhedience on the part of the wife are incule-
cated (Acts 151293 Ephesians 5:22-23; Thessalonians 4:3-6),
The  teaching of Jdesus begins, as it so often does,

with the text from the Hebrew Seriptures, which seripture
He had solemnly told Hig people, He had come not to des-
troy, but to fulfill., "He which made them,..." says Jesus,
quoting from the book of Genesis, "made them male and
female,..."and the twain shall become one flesh (Matthew
19:4-5.. %They are no more twain, but one flesh” (Matthew
1916). Therefore to put away one's wife, and marry another,
Jesus does not hesitote to say is for the man to comnit
adultery; and to put away one's husband and mrry another
is for the wife to commit adultery. Marriage being or~
dained of God for the union of two in one flesh, is in

24 ,
F. Greenwocd Peabody, Jesus C%rist and the Social
order {(New York: The ¥acmillan Co., 1 s Do ‘Sg.
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1ts intention for two only, so long as they both shall
live. Every kind of argument about unhappy homes and trou=
ble and confusion in married life is answered in Jesus'
sinmple words: "What, therefore, God hath Joined together,
let nnt man put asunder” (Matthew 1916). "whosoever shall
put away his wife...and shall marry another, committeth
adultery" (Matthew 19:9). Jesus' high idealism concern~
ing marriage is sensed in the following incid-nt, Being
asked one day by the Sadduceees, what would happen under
his strict doctrine of the marriage tie if in the resur-
rection & woman found herself among many legitimate claimants,
Jesus does not hesitate to say that the relation of mar-
riage 18 based on physical conditions, and is not to be

a characteristic of heavenly 1life. (Matthew 22:28). In

the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in

marriage, but are as angels in heaven (Matthew 22:30).
IX. WOMARROOD

"And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from
man, made he a woman and brought her unto the man®
{Genesis 2:22),

The place of the woman is great in the days of both

the 01d Testament and the New Testament. According to
Genesis 2:22 she was made from the man's rib, and hence

called a partner and helpmeet. These days we talk much
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about Christian home activities, in order to emphasize the
need of improvement and progress both in the home and
community, and in the present day world. If anyone can
best influence and contribute in this field, it is the
mother. Some man has well said, "All great men of the
world have become great, becaus: they owe so much to their
respective mothers." Thus we can clearly sse what a gresat
place the woman plays in the 1ife of the world. As we
have already seen in the study of polygamy, concubinage,
and divorce, the Old Testament says more about the upper
hand and superlority of the man over the woman., It ia
equally true in the other Oriental countries. Of course,
the Western countrles are exceptions to this guestion of
their attitude and trestment of thelr women. But as time
went on, even among the Hebrews (in the Old Testament)
attempts were made %o railge the status and honor of women,
Ve express our great thanks and gratitude to God for His
guidance in meking constant efforts, even until today,

to secure the rights and privileges of women.

komanhood in India. The condition of women is dew
graded in Hinduism, In speaking about the wrongs of Indian

womanhood, it might be well said that the women of India

are patient sufferers and usually a¢cept their fate without
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murmur, HRo grest religion has degraded women more than
Hinduism, The sacred code of Manu has done more than anye
thing else to determine the pesition of women and to fix
her destiny. The following verses will show her destiny:

It is the nature of woman to seduce men in this
world, for that reason the ¥ise are never unguarded
in the company of females. One should not sit in a
lonely place with one's mother, sister, or daughter;
for fhe senses are powerful and master eoven & learned
man,

Though destitute of virtue, or sesking pleasure
elsewhere, or devoid of good qualities, yet a husband
must be econstantly worshipped as god by a faithful
wife. Day and night woman musg.be kept in dependence
by the males of their families,

Por women no sacramental rite is performed with
sacred texts, thus the law 18 settled; women who are
destitute, of strengthened knowledge of Vedic texts,
are ag impure as falsehood itselfl; that is a fixed
rule.2’

In India after her independence there has been a
constant cry from the women's side asking for more reforms,
The following extract from a recent article of Thursday,
May 14, 1953 under the heading "Women's role in human
progress will illustrate morej}? Joy of llving:

Speaking about the responsibility of the housewife,

¥rs, Henuka Ray, president of the Silver Jubllee ses~
sion of the All-India VWomen's Conference, replied:

25 Sherwood Eddy, "Manu Code, 11, 213, 215," Indi
Zndia
Awakaning (New York: Eaton & Mains, 1911).,
6 bid., V., 1543 IX. 2.

27 101d., IX. 18.



92

"The great tragedy of India is that in the vast msjor-
ity of present-~d:y homes, the house wife is not trained
to understand or perform her duties. Yomen are ignorant
of the most elementary rules of health and hygiene,
Planned p:renthood, through which we cam help the builde
ing up of a healthy race, is unknown to the vast majority
of both men and women. Women do mot know how to lead
dlsciplined and wellwregulsted lives themselves and fap
less how to train their children. The paychology of

the crild is a closed book to them. The Joy of living
has gone out of our homes., We must bring about those
conditions through which ggman are equipped to under-
take the basic services.,”

¥Womanhood among the Moslems: The condition of wo-
man in Koslem lands has ever been the festering sore of

Mohammedanism. Its polygamy, divorce, and concubinage

. have been 1ts curse. The very heaven of the Keoran is cone
ditioned upen the eternal degradation of wemanhood. Jime
ilar to Hindulsm, Mohamredanism has placed upon woman

tﬁe heaviest burden of all, and left her lowest in the

social scale.

Woman's position in China, In China it might well
bes said that the advantage of marriage is on the man'e
glde. The wife's position after marriage becomes as that

of @ slave., She marries the whole family, where it is a
joint family, and she is duty bound to work for them all,
The place of the woman in China, according to the 0Old

Chinese sage and philoseopher, in the world is a minor one,

<% Mrs., Renuke Ray, "™Women's role in Humam Proeress,"

The Cverseas Hindustan Times, Thursdey May 14, 1953.
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The doctrine of Confucius insists upon the inferdority

of the femsle sex, which was created spetifically for the
purpose of begetting children and to give pleasﬁre to men,
A woman is not better, in the opinion of this sage, than
a slave. There is an old Chinese proverb which 82ys that
one son is equal to ten daughters, and the implication

of this firmly held belief may be considered to express
the relative social positions of the two sexes. The ob=-
ject of marriage {3 the contimuation of the family; for
this reason, the perpetuation of the male line is of pri-
mary and essential importance, The wife's part is that
of a bearer of children., According to the teachings of
Mancius, the disciple and suecessor of Confucius, the daugh-
ters are of minor importance to Chinese parents} in fact,
they are considered nuisances and sometimes burdensome,
In poor families they econgider daughters as a serious lie
ability, and for this reason thsy are sold into slavery
or prostitution,

Conclusion. Having thua observed the existing conw
ditions of women and general astitude of men towards their
women in various countries, it is high time to come to the
point of great resolution and decision towards revolution

and progress. In this matter, the Western countries offer
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much by way of an ideal teaching to the women of the Uri-
ental counsriés. Above all, the deep concern and the social
teaciing of Jesus is of great importance. Christ did give
an important plage %o the woman in His thinking., There

are several instances and stories to prove Christ's teachw
ings and main concern about the women’s gtatus in the soci-
ety or community. W¥e hope and trust that while the world
is dreaming of making progress in all directionsa, we are
quite sure that the consideration of women will not be
minor, and they will have their equality with men, as they
have already in some civilized countries. The gospel of
3t. Luke states that the devout women named Yary called
Hagdrlene; Joanna, Susanna, and many others, ministered
unto Jesus of their substance {(Luke 8:2-3). Thus special
attention is given on this question of the status of women

in the gospel of St. Luke.
X, COKCLUSION

The detailed study of marriage ceremonies, under
the subheads of courtship, betrothal, dowry, polygamy,
concubinage, womanhood, levirate marriage, divorce, and
womanhood have enabled us to understand the great importance
of marriage ceremonies.

An earnest attempt has been made, wherever possible

to show how the Oriental countries can influence the
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Occidental ountries in interpreting the Bible, The dis~
cussion in all the chapters, under the sub«heads, help
us to understand and comprehend the relation between man
and woman, They two form the union Shrough the. ceremony
of marriage. The chief aim of eaeh sub-head under the
mein chapter on "Marrlage Ceremonies” has been to evale
uste facts of the Uriental countries and thus help the
Oceidental countries to interpret the Bible accordingly.
¥hile making the comparative study of both the East and
West, it is not.our main object to locate the shortcom-
ites of one and define accordingly., It is always possi-
ble that two different persons may differ in thelr talents.
Yet, each one can help the other by way of sharing and
ziving the best which she has. ¥, have already broutht
out these facts very vividly, emphasizing this one main
aspect of better interpreting the Bible. On each issue
as the world progressed there have been changes and re=-
forms. Both the 0ld Testament and the New Testament books
are witnesses to these grest facts. The teachings of
Christ and the efforts of 3t. Peul in his ministry bave
contributed more light and understanding on the question
of marrisage ceremonies as a vhole. The New Testament

tesching stands for an ideal marriage ceremony always,
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rutting Christ in your home. Heow?

1. ggﬁgggh ou marry., You will curelv seek the
Lord's leadership in the choice of a companion., Hapye
riage is an appropriate matter for earnest mrayer,

The second consideration is the religiocus exper-
ience of the person yeu plan to marry. In the days of
ggu:tship this question of one's sincere commitment to

rist.,

2, ¥hen you marry. The wedding of a Christian
couple is a significant spiritual experience. lts
significance can be heightened by the manner in whieh
it is conducted. The weight of responsibility rests
on the minister. The church wedding adds spiritwm 1l
warmth and dignity to the meaningful ocecasion.

3. + A new home ought to be dede
icated h%sﬁgﬁ.zgghggﬁiﬁhcly after the marriage seremony
is the appropriate time for a young couple to set their
home apart untggthe lord. "A man shall sanctify" (Levw
iticus 27124).

Agcording to the teachings of Christ the followe

ing things c¢an be discussed:

Three requisites of marriage: (1) 1Is a happy

marriage possible without being precede by love?

(2) Does a genuine marriage presuppose certain con=
ditions of health? (3) Is a Christian marriage gauﬁd
up with certain detigiye forms of marriage law?

There should be three parties to every marriage

bond, the man, the woman, and Christ., Your marriage should
be built around Christ. He should be the head of your

hoMe, the unseen guest on all occasions, your guide in

29 Joe W. Burten, Tomorrow You Marry, Chapter 8,
30 Piper, Christian Interpretetion on Sex, p. 153,
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all your personal relationships. The essential thing is
that you take some time each day to worship together,

' To sum up the teaching of the Bible: It was God
who made the race "male and female" (Genesis 1i2). It

was God who commanded, "Be fruitful and multiply" (Gene-
sis 1:28), It was God who sald, "It 18 not good that

the man should be 2lone. I will make him an help-meet

for him" (Genesis 2:18). it was God Himself, who brought
the bride to her husband in the first marriage (Geneais
2122). It was God's werd that declared to all ages,
#Therefore shall & man leave his father and his mother,

and shall eleave unto his wife and they shall be one flegh™
(Genesis 2:124). If we look into the New Testament, we
shall find that the pages of the New Testament reinforce
this divine institution, for it is Jesus Himself who says
that in the beginning His Father instituted marriage (Mate
thew 1914). We see Christ's own high esteem for marriage
shown at the very outset of His public ministry. Chrigt
accepted an invitation to a wedding in Gana. The miracle
performed at this tine was one of thas e unnumbered miracles
which were to bear tribute to His Divine sonship (Johm 2:21).
To Him marriage was go sacred that He strictly forbade
bungling man to interfere with its divine claims (Matthew

19!6)0
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Christ's endorsement of matrimony is sugportad
through the Seriptures. The prophets of the 0ld Tege
tament used the fitting symbol of marriage, the inti-
mate union that exists between husband and wife, to
explaln and impress on the mind8 of the countrymen
the magnificence of Jehovah's grace to Israel, and the
mystic union that bound Him to His people. In the New
Testament the same explanation continues. Ypiting to
the Ephesians, 3t. Faul compares the love which a huge
band bears for his wife to that se {»effaeing devotion
with which Jesus loved the Church,

Thus we can see the greatness and importance of marriage
and ceremonies in relation to the society., If Chrigtiane
ity is to encircle this field and influence all marriages
on Christian teachings, according to the Seriptures, cere
tainly we will have a new socisl order. In those sections
and countries, where Christian marriages have taken place
strictly aecording to the Christian teachings, the results
have been great and wonderful. Are we not some of the cit-
ing examplesof happy Christian homes? May God grant that
211 countries in the whole world may come to realse the
Fatherhond of God and His teachings through Christ on a
better society or world through the order of marriage,

In other words, may all people one day accent Christ as
their Saviour, and have the Christian order of marriage for
them with its awaiting manifold blessings. Thus the Bible
has much to contribute towards the better and richer
understanding of thls subject of marrisge ceremonies,

both to the Oriental and Qceidental countries,

51‘&101”. OB _%ﬁ_o, D Th,




CHAPTER IIIX
THE FUNERAL CEREMONIES

In this world of ours there are three important
occasions in the life of man: (1) Birth; (2) Marriage;
(3) Death. It 1is the third aspect of 1ife, of which we are
more concerned in this second part of the thesis. To sup-
port this statement that "death is a universal factor,”

one may give the following simple Indian story:

In a certain home there occured a death of one dear
member of the famlly. As usual, as it havrens all over
the world in one form or the other, there followed &
¢loud of wailling and mourning, The excessive form of
nourning and lamentation was really heartbreaking, It
was not mere Oryling and shedding tears, but also beate
ing the breast and while lamenting for the deceased,
they were actually hurting and torturing themselves
physically., This was the expression of mourning, While
they were still weeping and mourning & Sadhu (saintly
man{ eame to visit them, He, secing them much troubled
and sorrowful, sald, "I will see that ~our dead one will
arise alive, with one condition; thet one of you go out
and search for me amy hut, house, or palace where any
death has not visited, 7You will then get your son back.”
So the leader of the howe goes in search, but all in
vain, He comes baeck saying, "I did not find any home
where death has not taken place.” 8¢ the Sadhu gave
consolation to the bereaved family, saying, "You are
not the only one in this world, upon whom this sorcow
has come. it is Ood's will and desire, 2o mourn not."

Huving realized the fact of universal death, our
problem is the custom of "funeral ceremonies." After mak-
ing an approach to this subject of funeral ceremonies from
several angles, we shall attempt to see how the Bible or

the Christian teaching can best help the Western and the
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Eastern countriees in the making of the proper and helpful

interpretation. Above the ceremonial asveet, the Bible and
Christianity has a wonderful and great message of hope and
salvation to offer. That is the main approatch to ocur sube

Ject or problem,
I. BURIAL CEREMONY IN GENERAL

"In the morning they are like grass which groweth
ups In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up}
in the evening it is cut down, and withereth.”

The general study of burial ceremony among the Hebe
rews is of much interest. ‘The genersl modes of burial ere
as follows:

We may distinguish five methods of disposal of the
corpse, which have undergone countless modifications as

outgrowths of race, climate, solls, and grade of culture,

Exposure. The bodies are not sealed up, but are
left to destruction on the ground (rare), or are hidden
in eclefts, ¢:ves, in the hut where death took place, on
trees, scaffolds, platforms, in boxes or caves, in long

pens, or dead houses, or in towers of Silence.

Aguatic Burial. The corpse is placed in the water,

or under the water, as among some of the Hindus, who conw-

sign dead bodies to the Ganges.
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Inhumation. The eorpse is buried in a single grave,
which 1s often shelved or recessed in pits or Golgothas,
in cairns or under mounds, under the floor of the home op

in concrete struetures,

Encysting. The body is enclosed in rude boxes of
wood, stone, or other materials, which are placed in dole

mens, vaults, sepulchers, or housewtombs.

Cremation. The corpse is burned and the ashes =re

abandoned, scattered, buriecd, bexed or inurned.

A few of the genersl 1mporbait customs among the

Hebrews are as follows:

The mournins gsrment., Upon the news of the death
of a relative or an important personage, people rent their
garments and put on the mourning garment of sackeloth (II
Samuel 3:31} 21310}, As to what this garment was there
are different opinions:

Some (Kamphausen and others) think it was very much

like a corn~sack, open at both ends; others think that
it was originally nothing more th n a loin cleth...

in fact thg only article of clothing worn by Israel's
ancestors.’?

32 miourning and Mournin- Customs,” The New Stan-
dard Bible Dictiomary, p. 596.
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In later times {t was worn only as a religious duty, i.e.,
on extraordinary oceasions, on mourning festivals, pro-
cessions, et cetera. Even the late boock The Ascension of
Iseiah (2:10) speaks of the loin cloth as a mourning gare
ment, The prophets chome the ”naq“'as a pliece of elothing,
As the civilisation developed, the size and dimension of

the "sag® were enlarged,

Bust or ashes on the head. This act on thelr part
was considered as the sign of grief, by sprinkling ashes

on the head, as the Arabs do today (Il Samuel 1:2; Micah
1:10)s It 1s probable that originally the ashes were those
of the articles burmed with the body (II Chronfecles 16:143
21:119) or dust from the grave.

'

Cuttinss in the flesh., This custom wos one sign
of mourning with a religious significance and bearing,
The practise of making cuttings in the flesh is supnosed
to be common (Jeremiah 15:6; Deuteronomy 14tlj Leviticus
19:27)s This custom was prohibited, this being not due
to the provins that it involved a disflgurement of the body
which was created by God, but to the comviction thst it was
a cults-usage irreconciable with the religion of the Jews

(1 Kings 18:28). Evidently the purpose was to propitiate
the spirits of the dead by means of blend, and to persuade

them into fellowship to a certain degree with the livine,
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Shavineg the head and beard. This custom of ahaving
the head and beard was prohibited (Levitious 1927} Deu-
teronosy 1lhil), which dealt with an old culiseusage dating
fron a tise when the worship of the dead was common ir Ige
rael, It was, in reality, an offering of hair brought to
the deads This practise was found among the Egyptians,
Arabs, Greeks and other peoples. The originsl meaning of
the custom was thas thereby the offerer confessed himself
% be dedicated to the delivy,

seulit IETEITR, L0 Bt 1 emn oL L I
compares with 114 jah's reverent coverin his head
when Ood appeared to him (I Kings 19:13?.§§

This custom of covering the hesd signifies the feelw
ing of awe and reverence in the presence of the dead, as
was probably the custom of removing the sandals (cf. Exo=
dus 35 with Isaiah 20:2; II Samuel 15:30)s Probably it
may be thought that the covering of the beard (Ezekiel
24117 Jeremish 1413} II Sammel 15:30) is to be understood
to a weakening of the esrlier custom of cutting off the
beard.

Thus having eonsidered the above mentloned customs
based on the Scripture references, we might sum up the

customs of mourning as follows:

33 m, gi%e
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Upen news of the death it was customary to rent the
elothes (II Samuel 1:11) and gird one's self with the mourn-
ing garment (II Semuel 3:31), which originclly was a loin
cloth, Among the Arabians the custom was to go sbout naked,
thus expressing their mourning over the deceased or dead.
This custom was doubtful in Israel (Isaiah 20:2), but it
was customary to go bareheaded and barefoot {(Eazekiel 24:17}
II Samuel 15130), to sprinkle dust and ashed on the head
{Joshua 7:6; II Samuel 1:2), to cover the head or at least
the beard (Esekiel 24:17; Jeremiah 14:3; II Samuel 15:30;
or to lay or place the hand on the head (II Saruel 13:18)
and to &it in dust and ashes (Jeremiah 6126: Job 2:8).
Also, they had various disfigurements. For instance, the
head was shaved {Jeremiab 16:6; 47:5), the beard was cut
of f or at least clipred {Jeremiah 41:5: 481373 Isaish
15:2; Leviticus 19:27), gashes (scars and signs) were made
one the whole body, or at least on the hand (Jeremiah
1616; 4115}, Also they used to observe the funeral past
ceremonies (Hosea 9:4: IX Samuel 3:35; Jeremiah 16:7: Egeke
1el 24117,22)., There were separate offerings of food and
drink which were placed upon the grave (Deuteronomy 2611k},
On this sad occasion women of the house and commnity weep.
VYery often they invite professional female mourners, who

chant and sing peculiar rhythmic lamentations beginning
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with "ekh" or "ekhah," Thus in this manner lamentation was
considered as a religious usage regulated by nearness of
relationship,

Havin- considered a few details regarding the funeral
ceremonies ¢onducted mostly as based on the Bible, we shall
not take up more specificially owr first topic as stated

under section II, being stated as follows:
II. BURIAL QUTLINE

In this section the following subjects will be
treated:

1, Immediate burial considered urgent

2. The burial of Jesus

3. The usual time

4y Duties of next of kin,

Immediate burial considered urgent. Imnediately
after the death has occurred, in most of the cases they

arrange tha removal of the corpse &8 early =3 possible.

The reasons are! The burial in the Last seems indecent

haste 0 the “esterner.

Dr. Post says thet buriel among the people of Syria
today seldom takes place later than ten hours after
daatg; often earlier. But he adds, "the rapidity of
decomposition, the excesslive visclence of grief, the
reluctuance of Orientals to allow the dead to remain
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In the case of Abraham on the death of Sarah, to

bury their dead out of their sight {Genesis 23:1-4); and it
in part exolains the quickness with which the bodies of
Nadab and Abihu were carried out of the campe (Leviticus
10:4), and of Ananias and Sapphira who were hastened off

to burial {Agts 5:1-11), Thus, to avoid decomposition and
defilement of the body, and the judgment that might come
upon a house for harboring the body of one dying under a

Divine judgment, further help us to understand such urgen-

¢y and haste,

The burial of Jesus. The burial of Jesus was in
strict accordance with such customs and the provision of
the Mosaic law (Deuteronomy 21:23; Galatians 3:113), and in
acecordance with true humanity. Joseph of Arimathea went
to Pilate and begzed the body of Jesus for burial on the
very day of the crucifiction (Matthew 27:39).

ggg gggg; time., They would prefer burial usually
within two or three hours after death, Among Oriental
Jows burial takes place, if possible, within twenty foqr‘
hours after death, and frequently on the day of death,

3k The %ggggnatioggl.Stagdard Bible Encyclopedis,
Volume I, p. 529 ’
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Likewise Mohammedans bury their dead on the day of death,
if death takes place in the morning; but if it takes place
in the afternoon or at night, they do not bury until the
following day.

Duties of next of kins AS soon 28 the breath is
gone the eldest son, or failing him, the nearest of kin
present, closes the eyes of the dead (Gemesisz LbH:L).
Another thing to be mentioned-that the mouth too is closed
and the jaws are bound up (John 1lilh--"and his face was
bound sbout with a napkin.”). The death is ammounced, as
it was of old, by & loud tumult of lamentation preceeded
by a shrill ery, and the weeping and wailing of profes-

sional mourners (Mark 5:38),

The customs found in other Oriental countrics. We

shall attempt to state the different customs and rules in
other Oriental countries, under the heads of: (1) Immed~
jiate burial considered urgent, {2} The usual time, and

{3) Suties of next of kin.

Customs found in India: Among Hindus:! They stress
the question of immediate burial very much. 4s we know,

they have cremation instead of burial, Ko sooner is the
breath gone than they make all the necessary mreparation
for the cremation. This matter we will take up &t length

in the next chapter at its pr-per place. It is very queer
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to note that during the last few moments when it is certain
that the man i{s really dving and there is no hope of his
living any longer, the first thing they do, which 1s cuch
a disgraceful sct, is to take the dying man from the bed
or the cot and lay (or thraw% him on a carpet spread on
the flo~r. The quick arrangements for the cremdtion are
heartbreaking, and in the midst of it all there is mourning
and lamentation. Women are not allowed to go to the ceme=
tary.

The usual time i& considered aecording to the hour
when the person died, Generally they keep the body for a
few hours till all the relations arrive from distances.
Thus hardly a day they keep the body, with the fear that
it might decompose and become offensive.

. Speaking about the duties of the next of kin, the
same custom of attending to the dying person by hie closest
relation is observed. In the case of a father his eldest
son has to put either water or ghee (butter) into the mouth
with a spoon. This is his last duty towards his father
showing his love and obligation. The eldest son also puts
“his hands both upon the eyes and mouth to shut them, wﬁile
in the funeral procession the eldest son leads the proces-
sion with an earthen pot contalning fire to bgrn the body.
The sight of his walking 'in the front of the procession is
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very sad and hearbreaking as he pours out his heart in
mourning and lamentation, The rest of the kins and kiths

zet together to mourn over the dead--maybe for sesveral

days~-according to different customs,

Among Moslems. The same rules and customs are prace
tised in the funeral customs of Moaslems, which are mentioned
for Hindus in the matters. Immediate burial is considered
urgent, and the usual time and duties of the next of kin.
The only way they differ from the Hindus is in the mode
of disposing of the dead, Moslems bury their dead like
Christians,

Among Parsees, These are the people who worship

Zoroaster, and their mode of worship is that of fire. Sim=
ilar to Hindus, they also prefer immediate funeral cere-
monies., One strange thing sbout them is that they neither
bury nor burn their dead. Instead they lay the body into
a hollow of the wall of the well, where they bring in all
the dead bodies of that town. The burial place of the
Parsees is called Tower of Silence. The duties of the next
of kin is to attend the dying person and put the last
drop of either water or ghee in his mouth.

These principles are more or less common in China,
Burma, Japan, and the rest of the Oriental countries. Hence
we shall not take space to repeat these things already men-

tioned.
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The customs found in the Occidental countries. A4s we

are aware, most of the people dwelling in the Uccidental
countries follow the Christian religion. As such, we like
Moslems, bury our dead, Generally we also believe in im-
mediate burial, and the time question is considerad accord-
ing to the convenience of relations. One thing is true
about the time. It is as soon as possible. The sane
fear of the bhody becoming decomposed is the main reason -
to remove it soon, but in recent years as it is the cuse
tom in Egypt, they embalim the body and preserve it for
two or three doys and in some cases they keep it even for
a week. The dutles of the next of kin are always the sdme

4n nature as that of other countries.

A comparative study of the Orlental and Uccidental
countries on the subject discussed. The custom of the
disposal or burial of Hebrews is good as regards to the
time question and duties of next of kin. The custom of
burying the body in the grouncd is somewhat strange com-
pared with that of Hindus and Parsees, who burn and lay
the. body in a hollow of a well. Respectively the Hebrew
custom is generally adopted ﬁy the Christians in the Weste
ern countries. Burying the dead is better than any other
way of disposing of the body. The dutles of relations
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are just the same in nature, as the mourning and lamenting
is emphasized very much, The death of Jesus is a good
example, and the mourning, especially for our day,

The one thing whieh 18 strange to the people of
Oriental countries is the deley in the disposal of the body.
There are two reasons for kesping the body longer. First,
the climate being cold, the body does not decompose soon, as
it does in hot sections of Oriental countries., Beecnd, the
recent works of seience provide all kinds of spices, balms,
and incensge to presgerve the body for a longer period.

The idea of immediate disposal of the body is come
mendable, It may be kept for a day or ftwo but not for a
longer period bacause the body iz slightly affected in
spite of all precautions and soon begins to decompose and
to smell, :inother reason is that it has a bad effect upon
the minds of the family mowrners. They continue to sit
apround the body and weep and mowrn and lament. Alsoc, the
custom of burying the dead is good provided the body 1s put
quite deep in the earth and covered well with stones to pro-
tect 1t from dogs and foxes, It is thus possible to build

& permanent grave or monument as a aign of remembrance.
I1X, PREPARATIONS FOR BURIAL

Hebrew customs. The preparations were often hasty
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and informal, with very little ceremony.

Canon Tristram says: "is interments take place at
the latest on the evening of the aa{ of death and fre-
quently at night, there can be no elaborate preparae
tions. The corpse, dressed in such clothes as were
worn in life, is stretched on the bler with a c&gth
thrown over 3t until carried forth for burial,nJ

In Acts (5:6) wo read of snanias: "The young men

+ « « wrapped him round, and they carried him out and buried
him.”

"What they did," Dr, Nicol says, "was likely this:
they unfastened his girdle and, taking the locse under-
garment and the wide cloak which was worn above it,
uged them as qvginding sheet to cover the corpse from
head to foot.r3C

Usually, however, there is more ceremony, It is

stated and verified even today by missionaries and natives
in 8yria that the ceremonies are usually long. The corpse
is washed (Aects 9137), the hands and feet swathed in grave
bands usually of linen (John 1lihka}, and the face covered
or bound about with a plece of cloth, & napkin or handker-
chief (John 11:%b), It is the oustom to put arcmatic
spiees and other prepérations in the wrappings to prevent
the hody from decomposition,

The burial of Lazarus ut Bethany illustrates this

preparation. The acsount of the burial of Jesus states

35 mEsstern Customs,” The New Standard Bible Dietion-
8y, p. 529.
36 Log. git.
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thet Nicodemus brought "a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about
a hundred pounds,” and that they "took the body of Jesus and
bound 1t in linen cloths, with the spices, as the custon. of
the Jews is to buryj"and Mery Magdalene and two other women
brought eplices for the same purpose. (John 19:39-40; Mark
;6:1; Luke 24:1.)

This was a very old custom, as it is stated in II
Chronieles 16314, A4sa, the king, was laid in the bed which
was filled with sweet odors and divers kinds of spieces pre-
pared by the parfunerts art. It was customary among the
Graeks for somecone to perform the rites of burial. The
following instance is told eoncerning the death of Orostes
and the plaeing of his ashes in the sepulchral urn:

decggg igyggérngaggrlgzéﬁg;hgﬁdzagaggegfttg:i?eguggen
pases, en, 5 et pr 28 e b of sirnsere
ggpﬁifsa ggg%lzhggsgagg & narrow ugn.gg

There 12 a marked contrast between Israsl and other
peoples in regard to burial customs. With the Greeks it
was customary to eremate the dead. Tacitus says, in noting
the contrast between Jewish and Roman practice, that it was
a matter of pity with the Jews to bury rather than to burn

dead bodiss,

37 wpurtal," International Stendard Bible Encvclonedia,
Yol. I, Ps 5&‘
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The burning of the bodies of Saul and his sons by
the men of Jabesh-Gilead (I Samuel 31:11-13) is an excep«
tional contrast and emergency, Later the charred bones were
buried by the same men at Jabesh, and by David's order egain
removed and lald to rest in the sepulcher of Kish (II Samuel
21:12-1%), According to the Mosald Law, burning was speci-
ally reserved or ordered for those who died under a curse,
The death under curse is well 1llustrated in /Achan and hie
family, who were stoned to death and burned with all of
their belongings, (Joshua 7:25.)

The Greek custom did not affect sc much, so there
was no Jewizh law or custom, The embalming cf Israel wasg
wknown to Israsl. Whon Jacob dled, it was Joséph, the
Bgyptian official, who commanded his servants the physi-
elans to embalm his father (Genesis 50:2). When Joseph
himself dled, his body was embalmed and "put in a coffin in
Egypt® (Cenesis 50:26),

The customs of closing the eye (Denesis 46:k) and of
kissing the dead (Genesis 5011) were probably exceptional,
The body was washed (icts 9:37) and anointed (Mark 16:1;
Luke 24:l; John 12s73 19:k), It was wrapped in a linen
sheet (Mark 15s46) and the hands and feet were bound (John
19:40). In the grave the hands and face were found tied or

bound with & napkin (John 11:4%). None can say how ancient
these customs vere,
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Ihe customs in varioug Orlental gouniries

Babylonia. The earliest eivilized nationg seem to
have originated in Babylonia., In Babylon inhumation was
the rule, and cremation waus practically unknown. The bodies
were often placed on the ground or near the surface and a
nound was raised over them, Sometimes they rested on a
wooden board and were plaged on the side or bask or doubled
up in a sititing posture. The custom then arose of placing
the body in an earthen dish or in two jarz fastened together
at the mouth by bitumen.

Phoenicia. The body was not fully embalmed bhut was
anointed and enveloped in linen bandages with substances to
retard decomposlition, DBodles were placed in natural grotios,
artificial chambers, or else laid in the bare earth, though
they were put in coffins in imitation of Egypt., Around the
dead were objeets of delly use and ornaments. Also the monuw
ment or chapel idsa was introduced., The Hebrew custom is
shown by Abrahan's purchase of the cave of Machpeleh, and
their occagional case of embalming in the cave of the kings
18 proved by II Chronieles 16:1k,

Yohammedans in Persis. When the man dies, his family

mourns for him, The women wear black and darken their eyes,
while the nmen leave their breasts uncoveresd., If the dead
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man wasg prominent and wealthy, his servants send around to
bring some ladies who can reeite poetry and sing songs of
lamentation, in which all the relations join in mourning.
The mode of singing is very appealingj and the hearts of all
are moved ag things about the dead, espeelally his kind
assoclations, are related in the songs. Often the lamentae
tions are enhanced by music, and its awful funeral tunes
inersase their sorrow beyond measure. While the women are
still weeping,; the body is removed to the temple or mosque.
Here the body is washed or bathed and ornemented by painting
the eyes and eyebrows, blaecking the feet and reddening the
hands, It is then; plaeed in ths coffin, It is the general
belief that the body is ornamented in order that the deceaged
may appear beautiful and clean before God,

Pripitive txibes. No sooner dees life become extinet
than the preparation of the body begins. For the sake of
economy, mest primitive tribes double the corpse into the
smallest conpass, the chin resting on the knees., Bven among
advanced ancient Peruvians this custom of packing the body
prevalled, a strong rope being used to draw the limbs into
place and bind them fast, Tconomy of space in the grave or
tonb hes much to do with the custon,

Babalming the dead was at first a netural process.
There are regions, as in Peru, Hzypt, and Arabia, vhere the
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hot, arid climate hastens decomposition of the flesh of the
dead, The Polynesians had an elabopate ceromony of embalme
ing their dead prieats. The brains and intestines were
removed, and all moisture was carefully wiped from the body ,
which was anointed with fyagrant oils and dried in the sun,.
It was then slothed and seated in a little house erscted for
the purpose, where a table was set for food, fruits and
flowers. Here also belong such ceremonies as galling the
dead, anointing, closing the eyes and lips, bathing, kissing,
plaeing a codn in the mouth, all of which have symbolical
meaning with reference to the future wellbeilng of the dead
and immediate relations of the ghost with the living. They
elothe and wrap the dead, Scarcely any pedple takes its dead
to the laat resting place naked, Specisl kinds of wrappers,
sueh as white sheets, are used to cover the body, Among the
very lowest pecple, the corpse amsy be put avay nakedj but
that takes place among those tribes that wear nc elothing.

The oxrder of the development of ceremonies seemz to
have been asz follows, The disposal of the body cocurs in
Several ways: burylng nakeds dressing the corpse as in life
in order to take up the new 1ife in the spirit world at
oncej dressing in best elothing to nake a good lmpression
on the ghosts among whom it goes; wrapping in e¢loth for

gentimental reasons,
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Among the Bgyptiens the corpse was wrapped with
narrow strips of linen, In Turkastan the similar
Faiioaciand 1o tous ane Fypsert ave-iied s eict In
a separate piece of cloth,-

Among the ancient fleuts the eorpse wus doubled up
and fully elothed, It was then crated, hung on the wall
of a cave, or set on a safe plece on the floor, The Eskinmo
enploys tough walrus hide as a gase for the deed, The Pacie
fie Coast tribes, wherever that glant cedar grows, nake
boxes or hollow logs for the corpse. The plains Indlans
ecrated the bodies of the dead and all their belongings
before placing them on the platforms, and the old cave
paople of Utah packed them in baskets. The southern Indi-
ans made hurdles of cave and rolled them about the corpse.
Farther south no coffin was needed, for the bodlies were
exposed in dead houses until the flesh was gone, after
vhich the bones were taken and buried either in the earth
or in jars. Some of the ancient mound-bullders made stone
for a ¢offin in the grave for bones. 4 cormon motive smong
primitive tribes in using the coffin was to hold the bones
together for burial, Custom demanded it, and the ever-
watehful and jJealous ghost required 1t. The coffin or tomb

was regarded ag the house of the decd., Thare is anothey

38 sFunersl,” The International Eneyelopedia, Volume
}{II-I, p‘ !m‘
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custon of watahing the corpse onong some of the primitives.
The dead aye not hurried to Wurlal, but the cerenonies of
mourning begin arcund the corpse. The Polynesians placed
the body of the dead on 2 blerwlike frame covered with vhite
tape, whieh was decorated with tlowers, or upon a bed of
fragrant leaves. Relatives sat arcund lamenting and cube
ting themselves with sherks' teeth, Salt is placed on the
breast of theo deady and a candle burns night and day at the
head of the coffin,.

Hipdug. Yost of the preparations for burizl are
much like that of other primitive tribes and Oriental coun~
tries, Yet there are some things quite distinct and strange
among them. The Hindus are divided into sects and subaaci;s;
and naturally the customs in all things may vary, even in the
mattar of funeral prepsrations, Here we shall sec the come
mon practises among the average Hindus, Vhen the breath of
1ife or soul is gone, the body is removed from the bed and
laid on the floor on a spread earpet. The nearest household
people make hasty preparations for the cremation. While the
mourning and lamentation is started, the responaible man of
the house socures the required articles as followsy =a long
plece of white eloth for wrupping or eovering tha bodys bame
boo for wmaking a bier or bed to lay the body onj sirings or
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rope to tie and hold the body togetheri spices, flowers,
colour, gacaanuts, ete, After having bathed the body und
applying all the perfumes and spices, and henging s few
cocoanuts around the body on the bier, the commmity pecple,
without taking much time, proceed to the eemetery for crema-
tien, The new and strange thing for the Westerner is to
note the excessive lamentations, The women assemble together
in a eircle and wegp loudly. The closest relations pour
thelr feeling of mourning over the dead by uttering and sing-
ing vords. Very often the words are a ﬁmtw tn other
people, thus gauping more feeling ameng the assembled, Some~
times one lady leads in ginging the funeral songs, and all
ging after her, Wnile doing this they beat their breasts
and thus torment thelr bodles. They all dress in blaek
sarig; and, if the dead happened to be & man, his widow
would bo required to abandon a&ll her former good clothes

and ornamente and adopt a simple black garl s a sign of
nowrning. As we have already mentioned, her condition be~
eomes miserable, espeeially if she is young, because the
eustoms require her not to marry agaln, The ceremony of
treaking the gless hendebracelets iz heartbresking. On this
sad cccasion all men of the commmity come to pay respect
both to the dead and to the bereaved famlly, After the cre-~
mation they coue to the home of the deceased and either
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sprinkle water on their elothes or gargle with waterj and
then, as an expression of meourning, they shave thelr besrds,
particularly thelr mustaches, and sonetimes their heads
also, The relations, in the ¢ase of men, keep a white

plece or cloth on the head as a sign of uouwrning for several
days, The customs mmong the Parsees, Buddhiste, Jalns,
Shiks, and others in India are very mueh the same, the
differences and change in customs depending upon current
superstitions and bellefs.

Couparative study of ihe Hastern uith the Mostern
gountries. Host of the Western cowntries are Christian
eountries and, as sueh, follov the sume common custom in
the matter of preparuticns for burial., The Catholies and
the Protestants do not differ very much In this custon. In
fagt, Christiansg all over the world have the suze customs,
No sooner does the person show signs of dying than the
¢logest relation, either the father or som, or wife, puts
hands on the mouth and eyes. The relatives and mourners
assemble sround the body. The priest or the minister coumes,
and first of all is the prayer., Uhen it is time for the
funeral, as approved and decided by the family, they bathe
or wash the body and put on his best clothes. The corpse is
put in 8 weoden case or aoffin, very often quite expensive.
The flovers and spiees and incense are brought and placed,
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After that, the priest comes and leads in the devotiomal
neeting, reading ti appropriate Seriptures and asking the
congregation to sing songs perbeiniug to the sud occcasicn.
Then the procession to the graveyard begins, in which men
and often the women go., Compared with some of the Oriental
eustoms, the cusions in the Western countries are quite
axpensive, A4s it is doney it is very appropriate and
degent, giving the full henour to the dead. There is not
the wailing and lawenting as in Oriental coumtries. The
Christians weep but observe guietness in their sadpness and
mowming. The Bible teaches both {he Bastern and the Westw
ern world to adopt the most simple modes and preparations
for buriel.

IV, OF THE WAY 90 THE GRAVE

"herefore the Lord, the Cod of hosts, the Lord,
gaith thus: Wailing shall be In all the streets; and they
shall say in all the highways, /las! alasi® (imos 5:116).

mknown. The corpse was carvied to the
grave on a bier or litter, Coffins were winown in anclent
Tgrael as they are smong the Jews of the Bast o this day.
Moslers, like eaustern Jews, never use coffing,
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Professicoal mowrpers. The funeral procession of
nourners is largely made of relatives and friends of the
deceased, but there are professional mourning womsen, who
enhence the lementations, as relabed in Eeeclesiastes 12153
Jeremiah 9:17; and Amos 5tl6. The latter passage tells of
the mourning over the desglations of Isresel. The true pic-
ture of the call for mourning iz given by Jeremish. His
lamentation for the sins of the people is pletured in chape
ter nins.

Thus selith the Lord of hosts, Consider ya and csll
for the nourning women, that they may comej and send
for cunning women, thaa they may cometr ind let thew
make haste, and take up a walling for us, that our eyes
zay rum down with tears, and our eyellds gush out with
wvaters, (Jeremiash 9117-18.)

In generai, the corpse is taken to the graveyard on
the very day of death, as at pregent in the COrient. The
Isrselite knew as little as the anclent Arabs about coffins
{11 Samuel 3131y Luke 7:1k). Hourners followed, chunting
lamentations in both prose and poeiry.

Persia. Defore the corpse is taken to the grave, it
ig first taken in a procession to eilther the MHosgue or tem=
ple. During this procession the lamentatlons are sometimes
aceompanied by musie. After the necessary preparations are
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nade, the eoffin is plased on 8 laddery and fowr men carry
it upon their shoulders, It 13 the generzl belief that all
nen should cerry the body. This moral obligation on the
part of every men nekes them hurey, walking fast and ab
times even running, to get an opportunity to give a lifting
hand to the coffin, Some, by rushing, are nerely able to
touch the coffin. The people carrying the body keep ex-
¢hanging hands every minute, The people follow the priest
who léads the procession by reading fron tho Egpsn (Serip-
tures), singing and chanting or reciting poetry descriptive
of the funeral.

Primitiye inibeg. The funeral proper 1s one of the
npst solemn of rites the world over. Amncng amany tribes the
corpss nust he taken out by the reof or by some roundaboub
way in order thet the ghost mey get Dewildered and not
return., The provession to the gruve, apong swveges, has

changed much in the course of the centuries.

Bindua. There arc seversl cormon things in the pre=
vailing custons of the Oriemtals; yet there cre a few new
and queer things about Hindus, After having attended to all
of the prelinminaries by way of preparutions of the body, the
people leave the house in a procession, As & rule, the
women remain in the house or veranda of the house vhile the
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men sit or stand in frent of the house where the body is
daid on a bler made of bamboos, all bound, deeorated with
flowers, spices, cocoanuts, ete. They do not have much of
prayer form exgept a few practices heving some religious
significange. Of course the priest is there but not as
eonspicuous as among Christians, The eldest son or the
nearest kin puts & ¢loth cover upon his mouith and, with
little clothing on his body, takes the fire pot and a ves-
gel containing eurd or grains and leads the procession, He
eries loudly, uttering the nawme m; relationship of the deadj
and someone in the prosession lsads very loudly in saying or
singing the words Ram Ko Bhai Ram, asking everyone to remem~
ber on this sad occasion the name of Ramy one of the gods,
They are supposed to continue chenting every minute until
they reach the cemetery, Just as the Christian priest leads
in neditation vhile going in a procession to the graveyard,

¥hen thay leave the house for the cemetery, there is
a tremendous erying and wailing at home, The excessive
lamentations are ugually done by women, and they ery lowdly
beating their breasts and even their heads. This custom of
sxceossive lamentations is slowly discppearing from the
advancaed groups,

Coffins are not used at all by the Hindusy all that
they require 1s a simple set of things to hold the body.
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ThHus they do not need the expensive coffing as the Chrise
tians require by custom. They also have professional mourw
ners, but they are not very common, A4As the people generally
live in a colony or community, there are always encugh
people to ¢arry on the cerenony. Of course, the Rindus
Spend mugh money in thelr post-funersl ceremonies such as
feasts for the dead on the twelfth day, when the bareaved
family is supposed to feed all the villuge or commumity so
that the wandering spirit of the dead might be blessed,

Generally, after having attended to all the prepara-
tions, the priest or minister fizes the time for the grave
yard service, according to the convenlenge of the bereaved
farily. Befare the procession lesves, the priest econducts
the devotions, mainly with the objeet of praying for the
gsoul of the dead and for the bereaved family, so that they
get real consclation and peace of mind, After that, they
leave the house, the priest leading the pecple in a proces.
gion., The body is usually cerried by four or more people,
who exchange hands every few minutes. Sometimes a hearse is
used for a leng distence, but they do carry in a processicn
in the graveyard. The priest leads in reading meditative
Bible verses, fitting to the sad occasion, and there is
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often singing., There is not mueh wailing and lamenting,
but in general quietness is observed.

vo study. Thus heving seen all the details
of both Bastern and Western countries, it may be conclufed
that the present-day customs the Christisn counibries
are mostly based on the teachings of the Bible. Christ's
concern was to teach people their dependence upon God, their
Croator, Sustainer, sand Redeemer, Bspecially it may be noted
at this point that the pecple in procession should cbaerve
gilence and in all quietness look to Him for more comfort,
congoletion, and peage, both in heart and mind., Thus one
can see that there is a great message in the Church for all
ﬂ'xqse Eastern eountries which are vietinized always by

superstitions and false religious heliefs.
¥. AT THE GRAVE

"Phe fiold which Abpsham purchased of the sons of
fletht there was Abpshem buried, and Sarah his wife® (Genesis
25:10).

Tha grave dug ip espih. When the body is laid inte
the ground, the Yer is, of course, set uside; and, at first,
only & heap of stones is piled over the shallow grave to pre-
serve the dead body from Jackals or thieves. ’
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Ihe Lapily Lombe They used to have a sustom of have
ing a family tomb, Ususlly every fomily will prefer to
have the family tond on their own iand or proparty. The
tomb ean be either a natural eave, prepared with stone
shelves to receive the bodigs, or slse hewn out of rock in
the hillside, Hach towb, or sepulcher, has several nichas,
in each of which a body could be plaved (Gemesis 25:10;
49331y 504133 353193 Joshua Ms32).

Thus, sccording to the custom of keeping a family
tob, so often possessed in thoir own land, they were one
titled to use the tomb for meny generations, Many such
family torbs can be cited, but one chief example is that of
Machpelsh (Gemeszls 23). 1% is interesting %o make s come
parative study on the basis of the Bible and to note verious
burials, Joshua was buried in his inheritance at Tinnathe
gorah (Joshua 24830)5 Sarmel in his house at Ramah (I Bamuel
2511)3 Jocob in his house in the wildermess (II Kings 21:18)3
Josiah in the same tomb as his fether and grendfothers (IX
Kings 23:30); and Ass, illustrated for special nmenticn (II
Curonicles 16:14),

The idea of houssehold graves ig given in Gemesis 15t
153 2583 35120, ete. In the anclent times the household
graves wera located upon land bolonging to the family
(Genesis 235 I Samuel 25:11), The tombs of the kings down
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to Ahaz were located in the garden of Uszsa (Esekiel %3:7).
Such greves woro located under shade trees which were saered
(Gonesis 35:85 X Samuel 31:13) or in gaprdens (II Rings 21:
18,26), Cradually the practice arose of placing them in
uninhabited districts, clefts, and caves, in which the coune
try abounded, Often the graves woere excavated in rocky
placos, hillsides and slopes, and very often on heights
Isaiah 22:163 II Kings 23:16)3 ané Yo protest them fram wild
beasts their openings ware closed with heavy stones. The
sepulcher was consideped as family property and, as suech,
no stranger eould be laid there, Lator, oider views were -~
relaxed and changed, and strangers were buried therein (II
thronieles 241163 Matthew 27:¢60). There were burying places
for the destitute (II Kings 23:6; Jereuiah 26:23) and for
pilgrims (Matthew 27:7). There vers cormon, thet ls, pube
lic, cemeteries vhere crimimals also were entered. (Jere-
nizh 262233 Isaish 53:9; I Kings 13122.)

Accoprding to custam, the Jew was not to sell his
burying place. Today in the Orient it is quite different.
Burial places of loslemp, Jeus, and Christians, while Gls-
tinet and different from each othor, are rocognized as
compunity, rather than as family, burying places.

The Lomb 28 & gave. When the tonb was @ eave, the
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entrance was c¢losed with a lerge circular stome to make it
seocurs, It is furtheraore secured by & steap or by zealing.
Pilate direets that the tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, 1in
which the body of Jesus was laid, should be curefully
sealed and made as secure as the official could maka it,

"So they want and nade the sepulchre sure, soaling the
stone, the guard being with then® (latthew 27:166),

domrndngz at the fombe In Byria, as elsewhere in the
Bagt, it is s prevailing custon to go to the graveyard on
eartain set days. The common observance wag on the third 3
sevenih, and fortieth deys, and again on the anniversary of
the burial. 7The relatives and friends go to the tomd and
are either silent or, moving in a cirele arcund or near the
tomb, break out into woird, dirge~lile singing, walling and
cryings

dnpugl gelebration of mourping, This custon was very
prevalent, For example, it is said of the celebrat on whieh
takes place anmually te commemor:te the death of the grande
son of Hohewieds

I have seen the most viclent of them, ag they vocie
feratod Ya Hoseini, walk the streats wilh their bodies

streaning with blgod by the volunbary cubs they hed
given Wmm&msﬁ@

, 1859,

3% Joseph Enantehn, About Persia and Its Peonle
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Suah cutting of the flesh in mourning for the dead
was spevifieally forbidden by the Nosale law (Leviticus
19:28; 21153 Deuteronomy 14:1), but exeessive mourning for
the dend is often alluded to in Sevipture (II Samuel 1lle
12; Psalm 6163 1163363 Lamentatdons 11163 3t48y Jeremiah
911},

Ihe uge of mourping sougs. The custon of dirge songs
sgens to be gllowed according to the narrative of the heal-
ing of tho ruler's daughter (Matthew 9323; Mark 5:38).
"Jesus cane into the ruler's house} and saw the flute playe
ersy and the crowd making tusmlt.”

A typieal Oriantsl funeral procession and burial is
vividly pietured in the narrative of the burial of Jagod
(Genesis F010-13), Hourning was accompanied by low ories
of sorrow., The relatives eried, "Ho, Ho," and with low
lamentations precedad the body to the grave, often accome
panied by professional fenale wourners {(Jersmiah 9:163
Amos 9:16), and by musiclans and flube players (Matthew

9'23)-»
ak the grave i othery Oplentel sounbries

Custons in Bsbylopine. The dead were burded in their
garments with staff, orpaments, weapons, and utensils. The
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priests were e¢alled in to burn incense and sprinkle water,

and thus drive out the evil spirits. There were also pro-

fessional mourners who, lamenting and singing dirges, fole

lowed the bler to the grave, Thus it may be seen that some
of the customs of the Hebrews discussed under six subheads

are found in Babylon too,

Custons in Egypt. The earliest Egypticns, like the
Babylonians, burled thelr dead in earthen jars. The reli-
gion at a very early date passed a law for the pragervation
of the body by embalning it and building the tomb of a cone
siderable size. According to their belief, the body of man
is composed or constituted of four elements: the body, the
double or ka, the soul or hi, and the spiritual flame or
Kau. Bach element had to be provided for in the burisl
arrangenents, The belief is that preserving the body helpo
to continue the existerce of the other three elements, The
"double™ lived always with the mumny end communed the offer~
inga periodlecally brought to its reception chamber or come
partmont., The soul and the spirit retuyn Irom the other
world to renew the contact or relationship with the body.

It was customary to put the portralts of the deceased in the
tonb g0 thuot sach element may recopnize the others, The

conception of aftey-life was much developed by the Egyptians,
whieh wes a mere germ in Babylonia. Immediately after death,
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thes priest comos with his asslstants and takes complete
charge of the dead body. He ¢loses the eyes of the deceasad,
arpanges for embalming, and engages mourners. In embalaming,
the viscera and heart were removed, stuffed with unguents,
end placed in four jarsy the brain was set aside to drys

and the body placed to sonk for seventy days in a chemieal
liquid,

Sustoms in Persls auong fhe lichazmedang, The corpse
is laid in a brick vault after the due ceremony. After the
‘mn"ial cerenony, all of the people except the Maulvl
{priest) return home, All alone in the graveyard with no
one seeing or hearing him, the priest speaks toc the dead
pan by his mother's name. The Maulyl speaks to the dead
that he must give a good account of himself at the last
judgment, The other points involved in the ceremcnies at
the grave seem to be common among all Moharmedans of the
world. They dig & tomb and also do mourning and lamemtation

in excesss

Customs among the Hindus. Most of the Hindus burn
thelr dead instead of burying except in cases of children

(babies). Hence they do not require tombg and graves as
sueh, They do have the items of nourning and lamentations
as do others, but their custom of cremation deserves notice,
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When the funeral proesssion, led by the eldest a0n,
arrives at the ceuetory, the relatives and others make a
hoap of fuel (large logs of wood) after which with little
ceremony they lay the body on the top to be burned snd cone
suned to ashes, The som lights the fire, and all the people
remein there until the completion of the burning, The trae
glc part comes when the son is requivred to take a stick and
hit the skull to Bresk it, which set has the superstitious
belief that the spirit is let loose completely.

The custom of becoming Sati, or the widow buming
herself afier her husband in the same funeral pile, has
been stopped coupletely nowy mt it is of importance to
nots the custon at the grave as followst

Aecording to the atcient Vedic rite of oarama

there is no authentic reference or sppearance ﬁ%@

g‘i ttgg mﬁ? v m:iﬁgn Wm hﬁ%m gnmthe sane

By prney ok 8 v ool e Dl hir i a
seme married kinship and mlatimshipo

The female was no longer an unwilling vietim o bow
come o gati. She willingly ascended the burning pyre as the
¢hariot of fire which was to ¢carry hor sway to the arme of
her bridegroom in the realns of bliss,

TRALI, ‘ i 14
,m%‘é&&%I Ld.dy
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Euperals for the Mabarajas (kdnzs). The corpse is
reverently put on the fuperal pile, with boiled ricey oil,
ghee (butter), and flowers, The fire is 1it which was con-
sumed amidst the eries of women and the lamentations of the
vast multitude. 4t this ceremomy of burning, libations of
water are poured out to refresh the soul of the departed,
and the mourners return to the gloouy city.

Gomparison with that of Orlental gountries. The cuse
tons at the grave both in the Hebrew land and the different
Oriental countries are worth noting for their variety and
novelty. There could be much more information with details
on the guestion of the customs at% the grave about other
cpuntries, As Orlental customs are obgserved minubely, it is
seen that they are mostly comnected with false religious
beliefs and superstitionss The nodes and methods of dise
posing of the ctrpce signify some false idea or superstition
connentod with the ceremony. The Hebewws, too, had certain
beliefs aboul the methods and mourningsj but, as btime went
on, gradually there was more light and hope given af'ter the
ascension of Charist.

We Christiang do not mourn and lsment so mush like
non=»Christions. For us, a great hope is given in Christ:

Pur help 48 in the Newe of the Lord, who mpade heaven
and earth, Iike as a father pitiath nla children, so0
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the Lord pitieth thenm thal fear Him, Say to them that
are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear notj behold,
our God will come smﬂ save you. For the uerey of the
{ord is from warlastin@ to everlusting upon thenm thab
gaar @im and Mls righteousness unto children ‘ﬂ chile
e

Y1, PFAILURE T0 RECEIVE DURIIL

At that time, ssith the Lord, they shall Lring out
the bones of the kings of Judah, the bones of his
premts b S ksl B B s
salem, ocut of their greves (Jeremish
iny leek of proper burial is still regerded in the
Fast, as 1t was in eneient times, as a great curse or indige
nity or a Sudgnent from God,
For a gorpse to remain unburied snd become food for
beasts of prey was the elimax of indignity or Judgnemt (II
Samuel 21110-113 I Kings 13122y el 16¢hg 21:24%3 II Kings
91373 Jeremish 7¢333 811y Bzelkiel 29353 Psalm 79135 Revelaw
tion 1119) and uneovered blood carrisd for vengesnce {(Hzeke
101 Me6; 39911~16), There is an illustration in Deutero-
nomy 2112223 of a dead nan found by the way on the tree,
and 1t 1s advised in the verse to bury his body., Another
reforence (II Samwel 21:12.1%) states that David went and

took the bonoes of Seul and the bones of Jopathan his son

5 ] um m%w (Yew York:

The Hethodist Publishing |
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fron , « + the bones of them thet were hanged wxd buried
themn.,

dpong the Mindus. Simdlar to Hebrew custon, if eny
ecorpse renained unburded 1t wee congidered wg & ¢urse or
Judgrent, Cemerally, all people will so adjust to live
together that the bodies may not remsin wburied or burnt.
Sach rare sases of refusal of burial ceremonies are found
oned in a while in towns z2nd eities, Here the poor pecpls
live all of their yecrs and yet do not keep affiliation
with their respective corrmumlty, and so they die as poor
people and even oo pawpers. Such unclaimed bodies are teken
core of for disposal by the local munielpality or governhw
mant, This kind of funeral is always unwelcomed in good
society, as it is counted as a curse or God's judgoent.

Sometines the commmity pouple and lesders refuse
purials with due rites to those persons who do not observe
the conmmity rules, They are sonsidered as excommunlcated
people. Such a method is good for the diseipline of the
sociaty.

Lnong the Parseqs. UGemerally, they as & commmity
take care of all that die, But in exceptional cases of
extremely bad people, they are not responsible for funeral
rites, Hence 1t is a ¢urge and punishuent to them,
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ang in Pargslae. The same prineiple
of surse and mdignitf apd Judgment is implied if the fwnersl
rites are refused to anyone. There is a very peculiar cuse
tor prevalent among the Moslons of Persia and of tho vhole
world, If the deceased men was not able, dwring his life,

to make a pilgrimags bo any holy plase, his sona or othey
near relatives should earry his body to the eity of Kapw
bella., If they sammot afford to go, then they should hire
capable wzen to go at least with the bonas of the deceassd

to rest the bones in the holy city of Karbella.

They dag up the body and separste the bones from the
flach ry the bones and pack them in & box and toke
ther: to Korbella, It is an homour to the degeased men
to have his bones rest in the same place as those of
the greal prophets, Hassen and mssﬂin,%ym grandsons of
Mohammed, in tho haly city of Karbellaa

Such iz the custom of all thoge that follow & false

roligion, It curses its people and burdens them with rites
that are unsstisfactory to the scul, It gives no
pouge of mind and heart for vhich the humen soul yearns,

Having seen and pwwd the faet that failure to regeive a
burial 1s counted az a disgrace and curse both in the Hebrew
land end in the other Oriental countries, we may boldly say

. 42 gnenisim, oBe gite
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that thisz custom is prevalent in all natiomz. It has a dise
ciplinary teaching aspect. It requires every one to live a
good lifc to be recognized both by God and the poople aneng
vhom he liveg. Certainly it ig a disgreace and & curse for

not getting recognition on an ogcssion of death vhich is #o
sed. The Christians, by virtue of thelir good falth and live
ing, are reqgitired to live n pguod, Christien, and exsmplory

life, 'Thus, they are always to be loved and regamded, even

at the tize of deuathe
VIii. PLAUES OF BURIAL: HOW MARIED

And the passengers thut psas through the land, when
any seeth a man's bong, then gdhall he set up a s{gn by
ity t11l the Imarieors have tawrled it in the valley of
Hamonegog (Bzekiel 39315},

Originally, graves were naried by the heaping of
erude and rough stones, But hewn stones and sometines castly
pillays were set up as memorials of the dead (Ezekiel 39415;
1T Eings 23117),

Jaecob set a pillar over DRachel's greve (Geneais 5:20)
and hey tonb is marked by a nonument to this day. Absalom's
grave in tre wopd of Ephrain had & heap of stomes rolled
owver it (11 Samuel 18:17); dbut, in this case, as in the case
of Achan, it was not for honor but for dishanor.

In New Testanent times the place of burisl was unfor-
tunately outside the citics and villages (Luke 7112;
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John 11:20), Publie provicion wus made for the burinl of
strangers (Matthew 27:7), as in the closing deys of none
archy there was a public burging ground ot Jerusalem (Jere-
mish 20123), To this doy between the city wall and the
Kidron Valley thousands of Jewish graves on the sloping
sides of the Valley of Jehoshaphat bear witness to the
balie? that the MHessiah will come. He will descend upon
the Hount of Glives and will pass through these resting
places of the dead as Yo enters the Holy City in glory.

To sun up the Hebrew custem, some more facts based
on the Seriptures mey be givem. *ind Jacob set a pillar
upon her graves that is the pillar of Rachel's grave unto
this dey® (Genesis 35:20). Gome of the burial places were
noted for s:ucredness, as wore the shrines or burial places
for heroes (Genesis 25:95 4¥9s3l). The bones of Joseph at
shechen (Joshus 24¢32) and the death of Miriam at Kadeoh
(Fumbers 20:1) are other striking illustraticis of lmpore
tance, The tomd of Deborah was under & sacred tres near
Bethel (CGenesis 39:16). ILater, sepulchers were regarded, as
a wholo, as unelean becnuse they were assoclated with wor-
ship of the spirits ¢f the departed cnes, contrery to the
worship of Jshovah, Later, whitewashing the stones which
covered the graves wes praeticed in opder to render them
aistinguishable fron afar and to koep passers-by from cere-
monial poliution (Matthew 23:27).
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ghagmedang, They, like Christians, ereet
& tomb or & momment. Gometimes they inscribe the life hise
tory in a couplo of senteneesz end some good thought fron the
holy Xoran. A welleknown illustration of a tomd is that of
Humtex Begum, wife of Shahjehon., This tomk, called Taj
Hahal, known all over the world, took twenty-four years to
build and is located in .gra, India,

Asong. the Hipdug. They usually burn the dead, and
hence they have a conzon spot or place in the cemetery
where they tring in all the dead to be Burmed and consumed
with fire. Thia is the main resson that they do not rew
guire any land or ground for erection of any tond or momis
nent. Of course, the remnant of the ashes of the dead are
collected In an earthem pot and scatterwd in the hely River
Ganges and at otuer plases, For instance, when the great man
of India, Yahatna Gandhl, died, his ashes woere scattered
over Aifferent holy rivers. In the ¢ase of rich and publie
people and lings, memorials or tombs are erected on the sane
gspots where they were burned or crematoed; but in sueh cases
they uee their own land ond not the publie ceustery. There
are may instences of momments and tombs.

Jmone the Egyptisns. The Egyptians have the welle
knmown custom of MWilding pyramids of different aizes and
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shapess They always have religious significance, and there
are written or inseribed things sbout the persom who is
dead or verses from the Scriptures. These are the bombs in
nenory sver remenbarcd.

The presentation of the subject shows that among clmost all
pecples, thosa who bury do keep a memorial by way of builde
ing 2 tomb, It is a regular custon among the Christians to
build tombs and inseribe the litile life story amd sowe medi-
tative Scripturc verses. The graves are kept in good shape
with grass and flower pots around, which remind of Christ's
promises of hope and resurrection of the desd. There is
slweys a religious thought and meaning attached to the
graves of Christians with regard tc towmbs znd written epi-
taphe and inseriptionss

VIII. BELIEFS OF LEADING PAITHS IN LIFE APTER DEATH

RBishis believed in the existence of the soul
affer death. The soul would be either rewurded or punished
according to its "merits and deverifs.® They formed a dim
goncaption of a deity named Yama, who was clothed with the
attributes of a juige of the dead, Yaup resided in the
infernal regions. The visit of ¥Yama in any howe wis not
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veleoms, as: it alvays involved the death of some persen of
the funily.

Kghatriyas, on tho other hand, had exalted in a
belief in a material heaven, a heaven of all the Vedic gods
with Indrs and Indrani as supreme rulers like Zeus and Hersa,
They belleved in a hell or purgatory. Their ideas of the
existence of the soul in the place of purgatory may best be
gathered from a desoription of their funeral cercmonies.
The body wes burnt, and the place of burning was some
gloomy locslity on the dbank of a river, which was supposed
to be haunted by evil spirits and ghoasts, Same substances
like rice and meal, as well as butter and oil, were placed
upon the pile, After the burning, the souwrners gprinkled
vater and presented sakes for the refreshrent of the dead
men, On certain sppointed duys the ghost of the deceased
wes expected to come; hence the food was presented, and
specially eprinkling of waber, and rice and butter in an
garthen pot with a burning lazp at the outskirt of the vile
lage, Opecinl feasts i honour of the dead wore termed
Shradhag and are still celsbrated throughout India in
honour of Fliris or ancestors, This euston is true even
today in almost all the different sects of Hinduism, and
they differ 1little in form or method,



kL

Popsians. The ritusl forbade the consigning of the
body to the earth, water, or fire, as these slements would
thereby be polluted. The less strlct Persianc coated the
body with a thichk layer of wax and them buried 1t, The
orthodox and strdcter devotecs exposed it in the open %o
the birds and beasts of preoy, and the more thoroughly it
wvaz consunmed by then the better the omen. The bones then
ware put in a rock-cut toub above the ground level, 'The
soul, after dwelling near the body for three daysz, departed
on the morning of the fourth day for the place of Judgment.
If the soul had been sinful, it was accompanied over tainted
plains by an evil wind and preceded by a hideous female
eublen of its evlil deedsy and, after being condemned in the
eternal Judgment, hell was gast over 2 bridge into the
abysss The rightoous soul, preceded by a beautiful malden
typifying its good deeds, passed safoly, at the end of its
lminous jowrney, into paradise.

Barly Guristispss Tho carly Christlians abolished
cronation. They belileved in the resurrection of the body
as did the Phariseos, They did not use embalming, but they
d1d use spices to reterd decay, Several of the Roman burial
eustoms survived in eertain regions until the Middle /ges
such as placing a small goin in tho mouth and the use of
charnss
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Eeyptians. The very architeeture of the pyramids
had 1ts ereed. The builders hoped to live forever, The
lotus flower opening with the early sun, and the phoenix
Tising from its aghes, teach more beautifully than any
formal dogma the resurrection of the body, They had a
belief that the soul of the dead persen wos destined to
re-aninate thewy therefors the dead bodies are epbalmed
and wrapped in cpices. They conside: their houses in
vhiegn they dwell as less important, but the tombs they call
eternal dwelling places.

It gave a belief in the doctrine of life bayond
deathy as ¢ertain of our own poels have written:

To die is to begin to live; it is to end

in 0ldy stale, weary wori and commence

A newar end bettery it's to leave

Deceitful knaves for the scelety of gods and Y
gocdngss, 3

The prayer for tho dend was part of the Bgyptian
ritnal and supposed to hevo been given by divine revelation,
On many tombs are found scales of Judgnent, a human heart in
one side, a feather in ths other, while the god Znubls
stands by watehing., The Judgment day ls for everyone,

It was not lawful to bury the dead untll sentence had
been passed upon thelr character by a board of forty-two

” "3 pavid James Burrell, fhe Religions of the Werid,
Pe .
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aagessors, who must prove them free from sins or guilt, If
not, thelr mumies were plaeed on the margin of the lake,
thus thelr ghosts waiting snd wandering slong the shores
for a hundred years. The ¥a is a eupious feature of the
Egyptian religious doctrine. A man was regarded as having
a double persopality. His after ego, or spirituu! double,
was called Ka., By this he swore. Om the momments of
Egypt the royal Xa is represented olose beside the king hime
salf.

%’ %ﬂ it is sald, The life of the blessed is
thus deser t He bas the use of all his limbsj he eats
and drinks and satisfilea every one of his physieal wants
exagtly as in his former life,

Held: Should the ka or soul of an Egyptian
fail to seture a favourable verdiet at the Cowrt of
Goiris, it wenders forth into Tuat, the other world, %o
encounter and b overcome by one thousand calanitieos.

milation wi $ The doctring of immop-
Vs A8 held %ﬁ ests, was t0 this effect,
that wﬁ n a nan dles and hecomes znstifieﬂz, by safely

ﬁuing the ordesl Judgrenty he is identified %’aasmﬂ
tod in some mysterious way with Delity itself,

Conparison. The extensive study on the quastion of
14€e after death becones the object of our thinking. The
living rellgions of the world ars more concerned to refer to
this groat subject in thelr teachings. It ha: already been

W roc. git.
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observed that the ides of death 1z closely interwoven with
the ceremonisl part of the fumerel énd the future hope.

The Bible hae a grest teaching of hope, light, and salva.
tion on the subject, A Mohanmedangwith his prayers five
tines a day, his alms, and his pilgrimages, fails to find
psags, All of the purifications, offerings, and sacrifices
of the Jew, under his theooratlie influence, does not halp
much. All the mmoerous gods and goddesses of the Hindus of
Indla cannct satisfy the longings of man's soul, even though
he sucrifices his children,

In this way, all the religionz of the world have
beon tested, All ungodly infidels have been heard, and one
after another have fallen and perished, All have been
weighed in the balamce and found wanting. 80 shall the
false wroligions of the present-day world perish in the years
to coms, It is only the structure of our religion with
Christ as the cornerstone that has been able to stand
againet 811 the asssulis of her enemies from within and
without and shall continue to stand until time shall be no
move, MHany who are now the enenies of Christ's Church
ghall come to teke refuge under the shadow of her wingsy
ghe shall go on from victory to victory uniil she overcomes
at last, Decause her lking is the King of Kings. In Christ
there 1s @ greaf hnope, In the words of Masleod:
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We picture death ap soming to deﬁtrgﬁ let us rather
pleture Christ as emming Yo save, We 1k of dgath as
endingy let ug think of life as begimning, and that more
alnndantly. We think of losing; let us think of gaining.
We think of pardings let us nix of meeting. We think
of going awayy let us think of ayriv&ng; nd as the
volee of death uhispers, "You must go from earth,” let
us hqaz'-rggkie volces Christ saying, "You are hut coming
to HMe,®

The death of nan is always compared, according to our
lord's teaching, with the sesd which dies, springing into a
new life,

"ie gave His life for the life of the sheep® (John
10:t15) and alsc "gave His soul &s a ransom for many®
(Matthew 20128}, It was Christts emtire 1ife, body, snd
spirit which entered into viearious suffering on the crvss.
"Pather, into thy hands I commend my spirit (Luke 23:46).
“And having bowed Mis head, He gave up the-spirit® (John
19:30). *®Jesus szajd, I an the resurrection and the lifey
he that belioveth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live; and whosocever liveth and believeth in me chell never

dle® (Jahn 11:25,26).

""5‘ n Blverds ¥ Dictlonspy
(Bew York: Standard Book %\,ﬁﬁ 134 Ds 4:
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IX. CONCLUSION

The detailed study of funeral ceremonies under the
following subheads--burial eceremony in general, burial oute
line, preparations for burial, on the wey to the grave, at.
the grave, failure to receive a burial cerenony, plases of
burials how marked, and the ideas of after life in Oriental
countries~-hae thrown great light on the subject of funeral
cerenonies,

&n earnest atteupt has been made, wherever posaible,
to show how the Oriemtal countrles can influence the Occl-
dental countries in interpreting the Bible. The sxtensive
study and discussion in all the chapters, wnder the subhuads,,
help us to understand the goneral idez of funeral ceremonies,
As it hus been mentioned; there are three lmportant oecaw
sions in men's 1life: Dbirth, marriage, end death, It is
this third aspect, death, which leads ono to think about
funersl ceremonies, There could be no fumeral without
desth., A1l thot are born are liable %o dies Death is unie-
versal. Therc iz not a single hut, house, or palace where
death has not visited., Some die on agcount of sickness or
drezdful diseases, some by sccldents, and some by reaching
ripened age. Very oftem pecple are aeccustomed to say at
the time of death that it was God's desire and wish,
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Death is one of the three great cccasions in man's
life. It is & sad occasion and a day of mourning and lamens
tation, The next thing to be noticed i3 the funeral cere-
mony, as it has bean seen al length in the body of the
thesis that every country has sone ceremony for wishing
“goodbye® and paying respect to the departed sowl. Every
thoughtful and considerate man vwishes to participate in the
rites of a funeral of either his relativs or his neighbor,
It is his moral obligation and duty to pay last respects to
the dead, It should be noticed that among almost all people
the dead body is respected by ramoving the cap or hat, Some
have different wags to pay respect, but the underlying idea
f2 Just the sane,

It 12 the genersl beliel that even the enemy of the
deceased, forgetting his differences amd grudge and enmity,
will try to attend the funeral ceremony, Often 1t has been
observed and experienced that jealousy and enmity have been
eaused to disappear by soneone's funeral coremony. It is a
fact that on account of some great msn's death even war has
observed silence and pesce.

While the world was in trouble, fturmoil, confusion,
and darkness, and in the nidst of wars, sins, anc even death,
Jasus gave hig life for the whole world., His vicariocus sufw
forings and death have neant much to the whole world. Tyuly
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the death of Christ has won the attrsstion snd affection of
the entire world. "Por Jod so loved iie world, that he gave
his only besgotten Bon, that whosoever believelh in hiw
should not perish, but have everlasting life." (Johm 3:16.}

Both in the Oriental and Qcoldental countries, 1t is
cugtozary to consicder the burisal cerexony as an izportend
item. Hegardliess of the oountry or the family atatus, it
is an accepted fact that the funeral ceremeny is sscred. - In
our study of Griental fuperals, we could see the varlety of
customs and nuperous beliefs and superstitions. Anyway,
socording to the plage, situation, snd custom, the funeral
cerenony is always siven mueh thought and attentlon.

Frou mosth of the leading Oriental oountries, such as
Egyst, lndise, rboenicla, Babylon, Jepan, Chiunae, and ether
iglands, we learn that in one form or ancther the ides of
1ife after death was pitressed, or the questlon shat happens
to the soul? as & resmilt of this grest belief, the customa
of building pyrasids in Zuypt and of putting “ghradhs" (food)
at the graves szony the Hindus are practicsd. Hindulesm
taught the theories of "kerme™ (deeds) and "Avatera”
(trsnsudgration), 1. e., according to vne's deeds he is
rewardec in the mext life. If his deeds are bad, he will
be punished; and his soul will be incernsted and rebers in

an aniomal & little lower than Esn.
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The non-Christian funeral customs in Orlental coun-
tries did not give very muoh hope and enlightenment on the
question of life after death. The false bellefls and super-
stitions caused then gresat fears and thus gave them strange
idess and rotlions. A8 & result, there are found the socts
of excessive walling and lagentations. But the Hible
teaches the great truth and coffers great hoje io the whole
world. The Hebrew history illustrates well the belisf and
falith of the (ld Testsuent books. The Hebrews belong to
the Oriental continent and, as such, it will be correct to
stete that the Hebrews have given both to the rest of the
far Bastern countries and to the Western world much lignt
and hore in the metler of funeral cerexonies. The teaching
in the Bible is constant, fros the 014 Testament down to
the New Testswyent writings. The followlns references
gxplein thus:

“down into the grave mourning” (Genesis 37:35);

"gnd thou nourn &t the last™ (yroverbs 5:11); "to ocom-
fort all that mourn” (Isslah 61:2); "blessed are they
that mourn” (Hatthew 5:4); "then shall all the tribes
of the earth mourn" (katthew 24:30); “wde toc you that
isugh" (Luke §:2%); “Be afflioted and mourn and weep"
{James 4:9}.

Among Hindus there ie & custos of beatlng the
breasts while mournin; and lementing. OCften it is potlced
that many wouen simply prstend to be besting their breast

ward, end thus make & were show. It is ap outward sign,
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both shedding tears ané beabting the breasts, wilch 1le the
requlred custom and mey not zean the true lamentation,
the prefessional women unourners are always of this category.
Thus 1t 1s written 1n ths Blble:
dpeak unto all the people of the land and to the
priests saying, vwhen ye fasted end mourned in the rifth
and seventh uonth, even thoss ssventy years, did ye at
8ll fagt unto ne, even to wme? {iecharish T:5).

Cften the true mourning aﬁﬁ sincerity is Guestioned
in the mourning end in the process of funerel ceremonles,
and the Bible drswe the sttention of the readers to thle
great fact.

Christ's teschlng about the hope of 1ife afier death
reachec ite climax when he wes resurrected from the toub.
His resurrestion and ascension to0 Heaven are facts of
great consolation and great hope both for us end for the
whole world.

Thus, the main subject, "Orientalisms in the Bible"
or, in other words, “Oriantal customs irn relation to the
Bible 8s related with special reference to weddinge end
funersls,” has contributed much light to one's resding snd
interpreting of the Bible. The malu purposa‘et the thesia
was to study Oriental customs of marrisge and funeral cus-
tows end to relste then to customs in the Eible. In other

words, 1% way be stated thus: whal wore can &n Orientel

ot from the Bibls then the Occlderntal? Upon the eublects
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0f marrisge and the funeral, &n earnest and sincere
&ttempt bas been made in thelr extensive study and com-
parison of both the Esstern and Jestern countries. The
approagh has been very interesting, and svery important
rhass of esch subject has been discussed and explained.
The study has heen very aypealing and beneficisl to the
writer, who trusts that it will equally asppesl to the
roaders.

in the metter of warrisge cerexony, une nRy learn
that the Hebrew custoxs, which are Oriental custous, ex-
Plain clearly the relatiomshir between man and woman,
Marriage 1s God-cordalned, Hoth the 0ld snd New Testezent
books are witneeses to the great feot of ldesl and happy
sarrisges. There should be three parties to every uar-
risage bordl: the aan, the woman, and (hrist. Thug one's
garrlage should be Milt arcund (hrlast. ie should be the
head of the howe, tie unseen guest on all occeksiona, the
pulde 1n mll personal relatlionshdps. I1f there is to be &
real “Unristian fome Movewent” in its sirict sense, each
gountry and the whole world should so resd the Bible and
interyret It accordingly, and thus consider the marriage
order as sacred and God-ordalined., Hencve ihe marrlage
ceresonies should be simple and sacred. The result will

be & new world for the happilrness of wankind and to the
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In the matter of funeral cerenonles, the coprars-
tive astudy of Criental and Cocldental custous has much Lo
contribute to the readers. The extensive study sives the
different and varied forms of customs and sometimes of
superetitious bellefs. Hut the teachiny of the Hebrew
bellefs snd ocustoms has the wegsage for the entire world.
The idea of lumortality of the soul and of life after desth
is well taught in the teamchings of Christ &nd in His resur-
rection. JSunming up the subjeot of funeral ceresonles, 1t
nay be stated that one dles & death Lo begin to live an-
other life. I one trusts in the Lord and bellieves in Him,

ne will heve everissting life.



BIBL1I1OGRAPHI



Ay BOOKS

Abbett, lyuan, Ibe and the Literature of the Anclent
figbrews. iKew xorﬁ. I?% . ' o

Ardral, Tor, ﬁg@gmmg‘ , g&a and His Palth. New York:
Ce BOribner's Scn;.g§§ «

Boone, #illiam Cooke, od Hath Jo Tojether. Mash~
%%oa%"* 88, 1335.

ville, Teunnessee: pan Fre
3oum§n, ¥. D., goungellin: £ B+ HElgin, Illinois:
drethrer rublishlng Houae, 5.

Bryce, L. ainfred, Inciec at the Threshold., xew York, 1946,

Burrell, David Jawes, The Reli:ions 9f tbe yorld. rihiladel-
rhie;: Presbyterlan Zowrd of iupvlication, 1920,

Eddy, Sherwood, Indls Awskening. New York, 1911,
Foatori Robert G., Marrisxe sng Family Reletionphic. Xew York,
»

droves, Larnast i., ﬁﬁi&&&l&gﬁ&i and the Family. Kew York:
The Macxlllan Qoupeny, 2

%angggzigﬁ gggr;%%g &nd the Family. New York: The
ﬁacéz lan Coumpany, 1946,

Hoffman, Ven, Ferais and the Keogleme. 5St. lLouls, 1924,

Buffwar, J4. A., The Heoly Spirit. Indiana: The Standsrd
iress, 193G,

Hume, Reobert illen, AL Interpretation of Indis’'s Reli:lous
éggbgrz. Kew York: Flesing H. Rsvel% Compan%%i%$%§:“

Enenlahm, Josepb, About Fersis ard JIts Peorle. Lutheran,
1899.

Latourstte, Kenneth Scott, The Ghinese, Their g&ggfgx and
gulture. New York: The Macmillan Compaeny, 1940.

xaier, walter Arthur, jor Better, hot Fep wWworge. &t. Louls,
riseouri: OConcordie rublishin: iiouse, 1939,

Overton, Grece 3loan, Love, Lerrlsre, and rereuthood. hew
York: Harper and Brothers, 1939.




157

re&body, #. G., Jesus %g;,gg and %a %g_e_igl wuastion. Kew
Z{er,(: :-;‘acr'aillan and (Company, o7.

& 1}902 gt'bo, ghristian lnterpretation of fex. New York,

Scot§§4Georg;o Alley, Far @sstern Sex. lLondon: &. G. Bwan,
S

» berriszze Qustom and Hites, Eest - deat. 1886,

desteruark, Edward, Ihe History of Human karrisse. New
York, 1922.

4heeler, J. Talboys, The History of ipdis, Hindu, Buc t,
and Irahmanieal. London: RJubur and Jompeny, 18T4.

Bs REFERENCE WORKS
Mﬁ%@ dible Qoumentary. New York: The Abingdon iress,
1529,

Edwards, Iryon, Ihe lNew g;g%i_m of Thoughts. New York:
Standard Book Jompany, 1951.

;gt»grm.&%‘gmlgmnd&rd Bible & olgped;a Volumes 11I,1V.
Kerdnan rublishing Company, §§z . '

Jewish Engyclopedim, Volume VIil., lLondon: Funk and Weg-
nalls, Conpany, 1904. .

Kew 3 Bible D s A- New York: Punk and Wag-
nells Company, 36,

Oxford Enslish p_; iotionary, Volume IV. Oxford, 1533.

debster's lew Interumtional pigtionary, second edltlon.
springfield, kassachusetta: G. C. Merriam Company, 195.




