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DEDICATION

This thealis is dedicated to the memory of Dswson
Trotman, the founder and late president of The Navigstors.
Through his vision thousunds have been reached for Christ,
Follow-up was his heart-cry. Much of the present-day inter-
est in follow-up evangelism has stemmed from his work through
The Kavigators, He spent his life in tesching others how
to navigate their spiritusl lives,

He loat his l1life on Monday, June 18, 1956, in a dra-
matic and charscteristic way. He spent the last moments he
had here on sarth trying to save the 1life of one who could
not swim, Billy Grahem's 1ife end ministry wes directly in-
fluenced by Dewson. He ststed the following in e letter just
following the news of his drowning.

Personally, I csn think of no one with whom I heve
had closer fellowship and to whom I eam more deeply
indebted spiritually than this men of God, In the
early years of our work, he designed the Counsel-
1ing and Follow-Up procedure which we have used to
reach and help countless thousands &ll over the
world for Jesus Chriit. He stood for a camuse, He
died for thet cause,

The influence of the life of Dawson Trotman has been

keenly felt in my life, It wes my privilege to have been

1 B111y Grahem, unpublished letter, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoms, June 23, 1956,
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entertained in his home, together with other ministers, Just
8 few weeks before his desth., On numerous occasions I have
attended conferences and meetings where he has spoken, Truly,
he lived for a cause, and he died for a cause, That cause

was helping others to know Christ and to meake Him known.
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CHAPTER I
THE PROBLEM OF CARIRG FOR THE NEW CORVERTS

Evangelistic campaigns have been gethering in converts
in large numbers., This has been done in msss meetings and
in local chureh campaigns, The real success of these meetings
haes ultimately been told by the percent of converts that have
been esteblished, and not by the numbers that were won orig-
inslly. Slowly, people have reaslized that i1t has not been
enough just to win converts, but thst these converts must be
established in their spiritual lives and integrated into an
active church progrem,

There exists a greater need for systemstic instruction
of converts today then in former yesrs., In America there
has been a sscularism thet has rcbbed ell instruction time
for religion from the schools. Our public schools have been
following the philosophy of John Dewey rather than the epos-
tle Pgul., The o0ld Mc Guffey Reeder with its stories of the

Bible snd morality hes been out~dsted,

Many of the converts that have been won in recent
mestings heve only a fragmentery knowledge about the Bible,
This hss mede eystematic follow-up more essential then ever
before, Someone hes sald that it is possible for a person
to get enough of the Bible truth in his heart in one hour

to be ssved, but he will not long be able to continue in the
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feith with just one hour of instruction., With every convert
that hes been won, there comes the imperative of follow-up.

The church must recognize clearly the significance
of the seculsrizetion of en ege, and recognizing
this it ie under bond to instruct carefully its
youth and converts in the essentiels of the faith,
The time hes come when the church end the Christian
home stand alone in the matter of providing Chris-
tisn nurture, The assumption that we do not need
classes in Christien nurture becesuse our fathers
did not have them demonstratea a lack of under
standing of one_of the most basic¢ cultural changes
of all hiatory.l

The local church has had the sacred responsibility to followe
up every new Christian entrusted to its care. In city-wide
mass meeting campaigns, each convert needs to be ultimately
integreted with a churech program. Billy Graham made & sige
nificant statement in a letter to the pastors in Wew Orlesns,

We consider the follow-up & most important phase
of our esmpaigns, Most vitel to this phese sere
these instruction clsesses, attended by as many
as 1,000 in one city and over 2,000 in London,
have made an outstending contribution toward
conserving the fruits of evangelism, This is
because the locel church psople themselves hsve
been taught how to do the followsup work, This
we believe, places the responsibility uhgra it
rightfully belongs~-in the lecal church,

Meny hsve scknowledged thet follow-up hes been the

forgotten pheses of evangelism. For years the need has been

1y, c, Mavis, "Cere of Converts," The Free Methodist,
863746-749, Nov. 2L, 1953,

2 Billy Greshem, unpublished letter to psstors during
the Grester New Orleans Evengelistic Crusade, Oct. 1954.




recognized, however, little has been dome to meet thet need,
The second part of the great commisasion found in St. Matthew
28120 has proved to be more difficult then the first, ". . .
teachirg them to observe all things whatscever I have com-

"

manded you . . It wes in the divine commission that s

tesching ministry should sccompeny = preeching ministry.
I. THE IMPORTANCE OP CARING POR CCRVERTS

The Bible has sounded the note of responsibility thet
each Christien hes for the unbellever, Each Christien hss
the responsibility seen in Ezekiel 3:18 to "warn the wicked
from his wicked wey," Christ's words, recorded in St. John
15:8, show whst wss expected of the disciples., "Herein is
my Father glorified, that ye besr much fruit; so shall ye be
my disciples.” The reaponsibility has not been fulfilled
after a soul has been won to Christ, but then another phese
of the responsibility hes become operative, i.e., to see the
new Christisn nurtured into full apiritual maturity.

The anelogy has often been made comparing the new
Christien to & new baby that needs speclel csre. If & beby
hes died from leck of cere or starvetion, the baby has not
been blsmed, but the parent, Meny times people have been
forever lost to the gospel becauss en evengelist or personal
worker did not show & continued interest in them alter their

decision for Christ was mede, The most effective evengelism



h
hes been secompanied by some type of fellows.up., This hes
besn secording to the New Testament pattern. A spirit of
avengelism thet doesn't seek to eztablish its converts hes
fellen short of God's plsn,

A soul winner hes obligeted himself es & spirituel
parent, The spostle Psul considered himself a psrent, for
in I Corinthisns 4115 he seid: "For though ye have ten
thousend instructors in Christ, yet heve ys nod many fathers:
For in Christ Jesus I have hegotten you through the gospel."
Two tendenciea heve been observed regariing cering for the
new convertt Piral, some have mttempted to diamiss their
responsibility for caring for their converts by "committing
them to God™, 3esond, others heve been overly solisitous
for their converts' welfsre and have attemptad to do too much

for the converts, thus they hsve stifled personel initiative.
I, THE PURPQSE OF CONVERT CIUILTIURE

The apostle Peaul told of the vsrious offices in the
ehurch of God: apostles, prophets, svangalists, psetors end
teschers, The purpose of these offices weer listed in the
verses immedlately following. Thiz hes bean celled s clas-
sie verse on follow-up.

7111 we 81l come in the unity of the faith, end of
the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect
man, unto the messurse of the stature of the fule.
nees of Christ? that we henceforth be no more

ehildren, tossed to end fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine ., . . but spesking the



truth in love, may grow up into _him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ.3

In & simple statement, the purpose of spiritual follow-up
care 18 to help the new Christlens grow in grace, to ses
them established in the faith and developed to the plsace
where they too can evangelize others, It may be said, that,
the tesk of evangelism has not been completed until the
evangelized sre evengelizing., It has been the purpose of
this study to show that follow-up 12 essential to the field
of evengelism, The efforts et evengelism thet heve not in-

cluded some follow-up have not been adequsate,
IXY. DEFINITION OPF THE TERM FOLLOW.UP

The term follow-up, which has been used frequently in
this thesis, hses been well kmown and understood in the field
of salesmanship. Much of & sueccessful sslemen's time has
been spent in Tollow-up. A very successful 1lnsurance man in
the city of Wichite was ssked, "How long do you follow-up en
individusl?” He replied, "We continue that indefinitely."”
He told of =elling policies to individuasls that he hed been
eontacting for twelve yesrs, All successful salesmen have

learned the importance of follow-up contacts, even after

3 Ephesians }:13-15.



sales have been completed,
What is follew-up? It 1a more than getting the
new Christisn to read a tract or book of encour=
agement or inatructive materisl., It iz more than
gotting him to attend church regulerly, as essen-
tisl as this is3; for it was those who were seved
end in the church that Psul 'sent o know their
faith,' lest his lsbor be in vain.lt

Follow-up has essentially the same connotations as
"follow~through”. Glenn Clark used this illustration,

The novice in golf who carnnot give himself to the

perfect stroke with its perfect 'follow-through'

but who relies instead upon the 'chop stroke! that

begina end ends with self, can never hope to breek

& record . . , No chop stroke can egquel the fol-

low-through stroke in sthletiecs no matter whether

the game be golf, basketball or tennis.
Follow=through has been important in selesmanship, end in
athletice.

It has been one purpose of this thesis to show that
spiritual follow-up has a vitsl conneetion with evangelism,
True love and concern for souls has been needed, a concern
would csuse the evangelist to follow-through. The new con-
vert doubts the motives and sincerity of a person that heas
only shown concern in him long enough to 1list him on the
stetistics as snother convert, Evangelism that hes started

with self and hss ended with self has never broken s record.

4 pawson E. Trotman, Follow-Up, (Chicego: Christ for
America, 1952), p. 8.

5 Glenn Clerk, The Soul's Sincere Desire, (Boston:?
Little Brown & Company, 1950), P. 69.




That type of evengelism hes been using the "chop stroke”,
The results hsve been like the results in golf, the ball has
usually landed in the "sand trsp". Evidently, follow-up hes
been the forgotten phase of svangelism,

Lorne Sanny, director of follow-up for the Billy Gra-
ham evengelistic cempaigns, stated thet follow-up was "con-
servation of fruit ., . ., and more." He used John 15:16 "I
have chosen you, and ordeined you that ye should go and bring
forth fruit, and thet your fruit should remain . . . " Mr,
Senny atsted that follow-up was "giving perental care to spir-

1tual bebes, i.e., spiritusl pediatrics,"®
IV, THE RELATICN BETWEEN EVANGELISM AXD FOLLOW-UP

Effective evangelism has been accompenied by effective
follow-up. These two fields, evangelism and follow~.up, have
besn mutually dependent, W, C., Mavia hss smaid,

Christian nurture is not & substitute for conver-
sion, There is no conflict between genuine evan-
gelism and Christisn nurture, for both ares impor-
tent essentiesls in Christian advancement,?

Evengelism and education have been essentially con-

gruous., These have been the major functions of the church,

6 Lorne Sanny, unpublished notes from Grester London
Evangelistic Crusade Follow-up Instruction Classes, 1954

7 Mavis, op. cit., pp. Th6-Th9.



but they too often have been forced asunder by a misunder-
stending of their essentisl character and relationship.
Evangelism is necessary for soul trensformetion., That trens-
formation was to be so complete that Christ termed 1t buing
born again. The trensformetion that has taken plece in the
heart at conversion was instantaneocus, But before end after
conversion thgrt have been periods of education and growth.
Normally, growth in grace has followed the rebirth, Chris-
tian education hes prepared the wey for evangelism by sesking
to direct the person's experience to resdiness for the new
birth, After salvation it hss opportunity to lesd a person
onward through spiritual nurture to a mature Christien life,
Dawson Trotmen, the late president of the Nsvigstors and co-
laborer with Billy Graham, has said,

There is no more important aspect of evangelliam
than the follow-up work and the caring for new
converts., The Bible has a greast des) to say on
this subject, and indeed & great pert of the HNew
Testament can be regarded azs followsup materisl,
for so much of it was in fact amddressed to those
young in the faith,

The young convert is like s new-born babe, In the
pbysical realm, many preperations are mede before-
hand for the birth of the child, and much cere 1is
expended afterwards in nurturing the young and del-
icate life, The same analogy should hold good in
the spirituasl sphere; but whereas medical science
in our own day has made considersble progress in
reducing the risk of infant mortality and in ime
proving post-natal care, little corresponding pro-
gress has been made in the cere of new basbes in
Christ, In this importesnt task we can only seek



%o co-operate with God and reallize at alé times
that we are "worksrs together" with Him.

Many churches have had revival meetiags with little
planning beforshand end with no follow-up afterwards., Such
lack of effort end planning seldom hes resultsd in a real
revival, Little success could be anticipeted from evangel-
ism that has not been intensively plenned beforehand, and
that hes no method for caring for its converts and inte-
grating them into the chureh program. The only evangelism
that hes been adequate in this secular age hss planned to

conserve its converts as well a&as win them.
V. PURPOSE AND ORGANIZATION OF THE STUDY

The purpose of this study has been to survey the im-
portance, background, and methods of cering for new converts,
This has taken form, first, in & historical spproach, S8ec-
ondly, the study has included & chapter on the importance of
growth in graece. This was followed by chepters which have
analyzed the essentisla for that growth, Thirdly, in the
prectical phese of the study, attention hes been glven to
spplying the principles presented in thie study to the local
church program. JIneluded in this phese of the sztudy was s

8 Dawson Trotmen, unpublished talk to the Christian
ministers in the Greater London Evangelistic Crusade, 1954.
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survey of the program used on a mess meeting level by the
Billy Grahem cempaigns, In the conclusion, recommendations
have been made for e more sffective cere of converts won in

evangelistic meetings,
V1. IRCENTIVE PCR THE STUDY

After the author expsrienced salvation, November 1949,
there waz a period of floundering. One stabilizing fsctor
waa fellowship with s Christien roommate, Very little help
was received from the school being attended &t the time which
was only nominally Christian,

Guidance was then given to change schools, and enroll-
ment was secured in Seattle Pacific College, There help was
available through the professorsz and the cellege program,
Much spirituel help was raceived from campus friends who were
studying with the Navigators and memorizing Scripture through
the Topiceal Memory System. Much was given out to stabilize
e young Christisn 1life in the weekly Bible study meetings in
the Seattle Navigator Home. These were attended and partic-
ipeted In with great interest and benefit,

In July and August 1951, it was my pleasure to partic-
ipate in the counselling progrem and follow=-up of the Greater
Seattle Gospel Crusade with Billy Greham. Being s regular
counsellor 1t was posaible to see the inner workings of the

Crusade work,
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In 1952, the writer had the opportunity to help estab-
lish e followw~up program for the Sesttle Servicemen's Center
which had just been opened by the evangelical churches of
Seattle. As many as one hundred soldiers were being gaved
in s month's time in the Center, It was & big task to esteb-
lish 8 system that would be effactive and sdequete and still
fit in the budget of the new Center.

With this beekground the sttempt hes been made to put
in written form some of the principles of caring for the new

converts learned from these experiences,
VIiI. SOQURCES OF THE STUDY

To smplify the neglect of this fleld has been the
testimony of the card catalogues in theological semineries
end colleges. Arthur C. Arehibsld wes the first author
known to the writer to compile & book on this subject. His

book, Esteblishing the Converts, wss published in 1952, In

a personal letter, dated January 27, 1956 he stated, " . . .
I em unsble to provide you with & biblilography. In faect, I
did not have much, As far ss I could discover very little
has been written on the subject,” He states in the intro-
duction to his book the following:

It is rether remarksble that so slarming & situ-
ation has produced so meager & literature, The
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writer has been uneble to discover a single volume
g::tfsg specifically and sdequately with this sub-

Another source of information hes been personsl in-
terviews and letters to outstanding church leadsrs., In some
cases quotes have been used from these sources, The few
magazine articles on this subject heve been consulted., Ad-
ditional help has been received from other organizations
providing meterisl suiteble for follow-up. Every organiza-
tion known to the suthor thet is attempting anything of this
sort wses requested to send semples of their materials to be
snelyzed for this study.

Considerable help hes been received for this thesis
from the meteriels sent to the writer from the persconal files
of Lorne Sanny of the Navigators, He is in cherge of counsel-
lor training snd follow-up in the Billy Graham evangelistic
campaigns. These materials included all the counsellor
training materiels and lecture notes, together with semples
of all the follow-up literature and ietters used. The three
binders included the following crusades: The Greater London
Evangelistic Crusade, 1954; The New Orlesns Crussde, 19543
The Toronto Crussde, 1955,

9 Arthur C, Archibald, Establishing the Converts,
(Philadalphia: The Judson Press, 1952), P. 10.



CHAPTER II
THE BACKGROUND OF CONVERT CULTURE
I, CHRIST'S EARTHLY MINISTRY

The New Testament recorded that Jesus gave most of
His time and teaching, not to the messea, but to individuals
and small groups of disciples, He chose twelve men who were
ultimately given the responsibility of leadership in the
Chriastian church, Upon these disciples rested the success
or failure of His redemptive plan for world evangelization,
During Christ's resurrection instruction He met with

the disciples forty days and gave them further enlightment
on the true nature of His kingdom &nd His work., Before He
ascended He gave the command to tarry until the Holy Spirit
would. come upon them to further teach them, to purify them
and to empower them for the task of winning men and women to
the Xingdom of God., Christ used Peter to sgzhow what the dis-
ciples were to do with His followers.

So when they hed dined, Jesus salth to Simon, son

of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yes,

Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto

him, Feed my lembs, He ssith unto him again the

second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?

He seith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I

love thee, He saith unto him, Feed my sheep, He

saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jones

lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he saith

unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he
seid unto him, Lord, thou knowest all thinge; thou
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knowest thet I_love thee. Jesus seith unto him,

Feed my sheep,
From this incident, end the great commission to the disciples
to go and preach and teach, Christts admonition on convert

culture hes besen evident,
I¥. 'THR EARLY CHURCH

The Apostle Paul, Much of the New Tesztament was writ.

ten in the form of follow-up material., The epistles of the
apostle Paul were largely for the purpose of follow-up. Paul,
himself, was intensely desirous to see his young converts
continue in the faith., He was not just satisfied with & mere
commitment of faith but he wanted them to go on to perfection.
He wanted them filled with perfect love and a living witness
of the resurrection power of Christ., In Ephesians 3:16, Paul
wanted them strengthened with might by the Holy Spirit in the
inner man, Paul wrote to the Thessmlonien Christiens, in I
Thessalonians 3:10, that he was "night and dey praying ex-
ceedingly thet we might see your face, snd might perfect thab
which is lecking in your faith." To the Romen Christisns,

in Romans 1:11, he wrote, "For I long to see you, that I may
impart unto you some spirituel gift, to the end ye may be
established.”

1 g, John 21:15-17.
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After he had presched the gospel in the cities of Asla
Minor under much persecution and hardship, e&nd hed returned
to his home church, es recorded in Acts 15:36, ", . . some
days after Paul ssid unto Barnabes, Let ue go egain and visit
our brethren in every city where we have presched the Word
of the Lord, and see how they do."™ Evidently, he did not
consider writing letters to them to be suffiecient in itself,
but he felt thst personal contact and interest was vital for
the esteblishing of thelr young Christian lives,

St. Peter. B5t. Peter learned, in an unforgetable way,
the importance of feeding the lambs and sheep. In his general
epistle, I Peter 2:2,3, he was a8tlll concerned sbout feeding
the sheep. "As newborn bsbea, desire the sincere milk of the
Word, that ye mey grow thereby: If so be ye have tasted that
the Lord is gracious."” Peter, in this first epistle, passed
on the charge, that was given him direectly by Christ, to all
ministers of the gospel that were to follow.

Feed the flock of God which is smong you, taking
the oversight thereof, not by conatraint, but
willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of & ready
mind} neither as being lords over God's heritage,
but being ensamples to the flock. And when the
chief Shepherd shall apposr, yeo ahal% recelve a
crown of glory that fedeth not away.
Peter stated that God hes given unto us all things that pere

tain to life and godliness through knowing Christ, However,

2 1 Peter G:2=l.
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in I Peter 1:8, he pointed out thet it was possible to be
barren and unfruitful in the kmowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ,

To guard sgainst this he gave a 1list of things thet
must be added to that saving faith, He personsally felt it
was his responsibility to continually remind his converts
of these essentials,

Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you al-
ways in remembrance of these things, though ye
know them, and be estsblished in the present truth.
Yes, I think it meet, &8 long es I am 1in this ta-
bernscle, to_stir you up by putting you in remem-
brance . . .
He saw that Christians needed to continuelly review in their
minds the essentials for Christisn growth and 1ife,

St. John., St. John elso was concerned about the spir-
itua)l welfare of his converte, He stated that he wished them
to prosper, end be in health, sven as their souls prospered.
It ceused him great Joy, as recorded in III John 4, to re-
ceive reports of his followers that were walking in truth,
"I have no greater joy than to hesr thst my children walk
in truth," The particular circumstence thet caused him to
write this wass the report thet the brethren brought to him
eoncerning the faith of Galues., This third eplstle was wrlt-

ten to encourage Gaius in the faith, Appasrently, he knew

3 II Peter 1:12, 13,
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the importance of personsl contact with the convert, for he
881d the following:
I had many things to write, but I will not with ink
and pen write unto thee:t but I trust I sbﬂll shortly
ses thee, and vwe shell spesk face to fsace,

St, Luke. B8t. Luke wrote his whole gospel in an sttempt
to instruct the converts, He wanted them to more perfectly
know the experiences of the Lord, He further wrote the book
of Acts to leave & record for instruction on the work of the
spostles, Luke was willing to mske an effort to fulfill the
greast commission and to properly instruct a convert in the
things of God. Indeed, most of the New Teatament is in the
form of follow-up letters to those recently won to Christ,

Apparently a considerable amount of the disciples’
time was spent in caring for the souls of their converts,

At the basis of the esrly echurch's care of gouls was its cone
viction of the incomparsble worth of the individual,

The risk of losing one's soul was felt to be a real

and grave one for every human being. The necessity

for watching over 1t and caring for it was there-

fore considered very important. The care of souls

was & common gare, equally shared by all the breth-

ren in faith,

Spiritusl care of the young believers in the Apostolic

church was at first informsl and spontaneous, It found its

4 711 Jomn 13, 1.

5 Gote Ber
gsten, Pastorsl Ps cholo Study in the
Care of Souls, (New York: The Weao lan ompany 19%17” P. 1h.
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expression in close fellowship with those who hed newly found
Christ. This fellowship was often eround a common table for
the evening meal,

In the Apostolic church, the Christiasns met for =2
common meal known as the sgaspe or love feast,
During this meal the bellevers held informal con-
versation sbout their Christiaen living as well as,
of course, sbout their Saviour., At the end of the
meal bread and wine were tsken in remembrance of
their Lord, These love feasts were outstazdingly
important in the life of the early church,

In this informal mammer close personel contact was kept. In
this way the new convert wes immedistely teken into & new cir-
ole of friends., After a period of time these fessts fell in-
to abuse. Then only the Lord's supper was served &nd testi-
monies were given,

The early church's ideal for the care of souls is

to be understood only if we bear in mind the situ-

ation with which it had to deasl, Multitudes were

beginning to seek Christianity. The morel level

was low and the quelity of feith manifested was

elementary., The converts brought with them to the

churches meny superstitions and pagen practices

derived from the religions they had hitherto known.

The greetest need of these new Chrisiiens was for

instruction snd personal discipline.

Early in the history of the church catechumenel schools

were formed., These grew out of a need to train converts to

Christienity in the fundamentals of the faith. It 1s easlly

é W, ¢, Mavis, "Core of Converts", The Free Methodist,
8637’46'7'493 Yov. 24, 1953,

7 Bergaten, op. cit, p. 15.




19

understood that the converts of Roman paganism needed the
preparation given them in the catechumenal schools, This
wsg necessary to ensble them to make & sstisfectory trensi-
tion from the o0ld 1life to the new life in Christ,

The catechumenate or preparation for baptism was

& ver{ important institution of the early church,
It dates substantielly from apostolic times . . .
As the church was set in the midst of & hesthen
world, and sddressed harself in her missionary
presching in the firat instance to the adult gener-
ation, she saw the necessity of preparing the sus-
ceptible for baptiam by special instruction undeyr
teachers called "catechists,” who were generally
presbyters and deacons . . . It was, on the one
hend, a bulwark of the chureh agsinst unworthy
members; on the other, & bridge from the world to
the church, a Christien novitiete, to lead begin~
ners forward to meturity . . . They (the catechu-
mens or hearers) smbreced people of all ranks,
ages and grades of culture, even phllosophers,
statesmen and rhetoriclans, --Justin, Athenagorss,
Clement of Alexsndria, Tertullisn, Cyprisn, Arno-
bius, Lactanius, who all embrsced Christisnity in
their adult years,

Therefore, both evangelism and nurture were practiced in the
apostolic and posteapostolie churches, The converts were
carefully treined in catechumenal elasses by pestors and
teschers,

A pattern wes set in the early church for the care
of converta., Obviously, from the study, some form of con-

vert care wag given the new converts from the very beginning

8
Philip Schaff, Histo of the Christien Church, Vol.
II, (Grand Repids, Micﬁi am. “E. Ferdmans Pub. Co., 1952),

p. 256,
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of the Christiasn church.
III. THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH

A apiritual decline followed the period of the early
church. The catechumenal classses gave way to the cetechetical
classes. The catechetical clesses declined to centers of con~
troveray. The eerly church's ideals concerning the care of
soule were fundamentally changed as the church greduslly de-
veloped an orgeanizetion that evolved into the incressingly
complex hiererchical structure of the Catholie Church.

Ho longer is the development of the individual or
his personsl destiny of central or decisive impor=
tence. The body corporate hes become paramount,
and the office of Spiritual Adviser carries with
it suthority of an a%togather unique kind-ethe
power of sbsolution,

Heresies crept into the church. The great church
councils were held to try to purge out the false doctrines
end condemn heretica. The creeds were drswn up end promoted,
After this came the tides of formalism, The church was
largely espostate when the barbarian invasion came, The head
of the church which hed finally moved from Jerusslem west to
Rome, was moved back east to Constantinople. By this time the
Bishop of Rome wes trying to assert himself as the suprame

heed of the church., During the invasion many of the tressures

9 Bergsten, op. eit., p. 16,
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and libraries of the Christian church were destroyed. The
church then entered into the period of the dark ages, It
remained in this state with perheps only & small remnent of
true believers existing until the days of the Renalssance
end the Reformation. Little 1= known of convert culture
during these years, but from the continuence of vital Chris-
tianity it may be ascertained that some form of assistence
was given the new Christians,

During the period of the Roman Catholic Church's

supremacy the ecclesiastical cere of souls con-

sisted meinly in the regular sdministration of

the sacraments and the exercise of discipline,

The purpose of this discipline was, by admonition

or encouragement to ensure that the individual ob-

served the rules snd sacraments of the Church.

The means were twofold: by teaching and confession.l0
Their methods of soul cere had become seriously infected with
disorder in the years immediately preceding the Reformation,
when the system of penences, indulgences and other instruments
of discipline were grossly misused by the Church's represent-

atives everywhere,
IV, THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

With the beginning of the Reformsetion in 1517 some
importent developments begen to take place, Kot the leaat

among these was the translation of the Scriptures into the

10 1p44,, p. 18,
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vernsculer langusge of the people, With this there was a
great resurgence of interest in the Bible &nd the worth of
persons, In God!'s providence the printing press was invented
and the Tyndale version of the Bible was the first book to
come off the press. This made it possible for the common
people and the poorer classes to have a copy of the precious
Seriptures., Thla meent greater opportunity for spirituel
growth by the masses, The Reformation also brought a renewed
emphasis upon the priesthood of the believer. This meant
thet 1t was not necessary for the people to pray through the
priest, but thet they could have direct access to God in
prsyer, This elso brought & renewed interest in the individe
ual soul., Ssalvation no lenger rested on the church but upon

repentance and the individual's belief in God,
V. JOHN ELIOT, MISSIORARY TO THE AMERICAN INDIANS

An outstending exsmple of follow~up work wes done by
John Eliot in the seventeenth century. He hss been called
the "morning star of the modern missionary enterprize"., He
sought religious freedom in America which he was unable to
£ind in Englsnd, He landed at Boston on November 3, 1631,
Firast he held & pastorate in the Messachusetts Bay colony.

John Eliot left his civilized pastorate of Rexbury to

live with the natives., He suffered much mistrestment from
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them, After he finally got an interpreter, 1t took him two
years to lsarn thelr language. He was the first to preach
the gospel In the Iroquois langusge. Large numbers were
saved, He then faced the difficulty of msintaining proper
standards of Christian living among his converts in their
0ld heathen setting., His work wass grestly opposed by the
Indian chiefs, and powwows or econjurors, He then gathered
his converts together in organized centers which became known
a8 "Praying Towns", The first of which wes at Watick, near
Boston. Hers they lived in Christian environment and had
Indian Christian pastors, teachers, end neighbors.

John Eliot not only completed s translstion of both
the 01d and New Testaments, but he glso wrote an instruction

book entitled, The Indien Primer or The Wey of Training Up

of Our Indian Youth in the Good Knowledge of God. The orig-
inal edition of this was published in 1669, which was reprinted

by John Small, e librerian of the University of Edinburgh, in
1877. This was & book of instruction and advice to the young
Indien believer end wes written in the Iroguois lengusge.
The verses John Eliot used on his title pages were these:

II Tim, 311h,15 Qut ken nagwuttesnfh nifh keh
pohkontemanifh, weheadt noh nahtuhtsuonadt Keh
wutch kummukkiefuinneat koowsbteo wunneetupans-
tamwe wuffukwehongafh, ete, (But continue thou
in the things whieh thou hsst lesrned and hest
been sssured of, knowing of whom thou hast lesrned
them; end that from a child thou hast known the
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holy scriptures, which are sble to meke thee wilse

unto salvation through faith which is in Christ

Jesus,)

Proverbs 22t6 NWehtuhpeh peiffes ut meyut ne woh

ayont: kah kehchifuit metts pifh wunnukkodtumooun.

(Trein up 8 child in the way he should ER: and when

he is 0ld, he will not depart from it.)
The Primer inecluded the alphsabet and instruction on using it;
the Lord's prayer; an exposition of the Lord's prayer; the
Apostles Creed and an exposition of it; s section titled "De-
grees of Christien duties for seversl estates, collected out

of the holy 8eripture”; the Large Catechism; and the Short

Catechism., This shows an early sttempt to adequstely follow-
up and establish those that were won for Christ, Similar
methods were used by David Brainerd with the American Indlens
at 8toekbridge, Massachusetis on the Hudson River in the ear-
1y 18th century.

VI. FORMATION OF CLASS MEETIRGS BY JOHN WESLEY

A notable plece of follow-up wes done by the early
Msthodists eand John Wesley., The design for the Methodiet
socleties was worked out for the little flock st Savannah in
1736, while Wesley was s missionary to the Indians in Georgia.

The egreement was as follows:

11 john Eliot, The Indian Primer, (Edinburght: Andrew
Elliot, 1877), n.p.
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l. 7To advise the more serious among them to form

themselves into & sort of little society, and mest

once or twice a week, in order to reprove, instruct,

and exhort one another,

2, To select out of these s smeller number for a

more intimate union with each other, which might

be forwerded partly by our conversing singly with

each, and pertly by inviting them all together to

our housej snd this, accordingly, 3@ determined to

do every Sunday in the afternoon,l

The plan for the soclieties was & part of John Wesley's

thinking when he returned to England from Amerieca., An organi-
gation was formed in the home of James Hutton on May 1, 1738,
which later became known as Fetter Lane Boeisty, As his soci-
eties grew, it beceme more evident thet an itinerant minister
could not meet 211 the various spiritual demands, Therefore,
in order that it might be more easily discerned whether the
members were working out their own salvation, each soclety
was divided into smaller groups called clesges. The division
wes made on the basis of where the people lived., There were
about twelve persons in each class, one of whom wes to be the
leader. The lesder was to see each person in his group at
leest once & week. The leader wes to advise, reprove, com-
fort, or exhort as the occasion demended, He wes slso to
recelve whatever they were willing to give to the relief of

the poor. As well as being responsible to his own group, he

12
John Wesley, The Journal of the Reverend John Wesle
Vol. III, gtandard EditIon, (Londont The Epworth Fress, 1538),’
PP. 197-205,
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was responsible to the minister and stewesrds of the society.
The condition of membership in these classes waz "A desire
to flee from the wrath to come, and to be saved from their
8ins."13 W, C. Mavis has evaluated the class meetings as
follows:

The elass meeting provided an invelusble opport-

unity for spiritusl fellowship smong converts,

It represente one of the most ingenious and ef-

fective methods of Christien nurture thet man has

ever nown, The thoughtful Wesley said that it

could ‘'mcarcely be conceived what sdvantages had

been reaped! from it. The ¢lasa meeting today

represents one of our most offoo{évo methods of

ministering to young Christisns,
€lass moeetings have a modern day counterpert in meny groups,
Today similer groups meet under the name of prayer cells,
fellowship groups, spiritual 1life retreets, summer cemps,
and Bible conferences. Such groups should provide spiritual

stimulation, educstion, cooperation and mutusl escceptance.
VII. CHARLES G, FIRNEY ATTEMPTED FOLLOW-UP

In the ninsteenth century, Cherles G. Finney realized
the need of follow-up in the revival campaigns of his day,
Religlous revivels were prevelent during that century; 1t
has been observed that 1ittle was done to help establish

13 1p14., p. 191.
1’+ Hﬁvx", 22. 9_2._‘2-, Pp. 7&-6"71‘-90
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the converts won in these campsigna, Charles G, Finney in

his Lectures on Revivsals of Heligion devoted two chapters
listing sdvice to new converts. He seid, decrying the leck
of follow-up by the churches,

If the church had only done her duty in training

up young converts to work, and to labour for

Christ, the world would have been converted long

ago. But instead of this, how many churches even

oppose young converts, when theg aettempt to =et

themselves at work for Christ,l.
This was recognized over one hundred yeesrs &ago; however, his
chellenge to & large extent was unheeded. Had all the eon-
verts thet were won in the nineteenth century been properly
trained snd integrated into the church program, America might

not heve gone into spirituel decline,
VIII. A PRESERT-DAY ATTEMPT AT FOLLOW-UP

Billy Greham has been setting & new pattern for followe
up in the twentieth century. Time msy tell that the pioneering
work in this ares thet has been done by the Billy Grsham tesm
has set a pattern that msy be followed by pastors, evangel-
ists and missioneries in the years to come, Many evangel-
ists have dismissed their responsibility to their converts
by steting that follow-up 18 the work of the church, rather

15 Charles G. Finney, Lectures on Revivals of Heligion,
(New York: Leavitt, Lord & Co., 1835), P. N



28

than the evangelist, This has not besn true of Billy Graham,

Unlike many evangelistes of the past who left con-
verts to flounder for themselves after a campaign
was over, Billy has s follow-up organiszation which
keeps in touch for st lesst six months with each
pereon making a decision. Men, women, and children
are provided materiasla and emsouraged to read the
Bible, pray re;ularlIé witness for Christ, and get
in an sctive churoch, '

Stanley High hes made & survey on the effectiveness
of the follow~up of Billy Grahem, This wes reported in the

September, 1955 issue of the Readera Digest. The survey was

made & year after London's Herringay Crusede in 195l, There
were 38,000+ reported decisions for Christ in that cruseade,
He mede this ststement at the close of his survey:

A surprisingly large number of the Crusade's con-
verts are carrying onj the dedication and zeal
aroused at Harringey, far from waning after a year,
are on the increase; Billy Graham, in the words of
one of England's most widely known religious lea-
ders, 'has eroused an sppetite for religion whiech
puts before us an opportunity such as we have not
had in tg&s century to e¢laim the soul of the nation
for God.

He continued to quote a church lesder in reference to this:

'We knew some would fall away' says the Rt, Rev,

Hugh R, Gough, the Anglican Bishop of Barking, ‘we
did not expeect they would bs so few, We were sure
some would cerry on., We did not expect they would

16 George Burnhem, A Mission Accomplished, (Westwood,
New Jersey: Fleming E. Revell Co., 15557, Pe Oh.

17 Stanley High, "Do Billy Graham's 'Crusades' Have
Lasting Effects", Readers Digest, 67:77-82, September, 1955,
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be so many, 8r that they would cerry on with such
conviction,l

Menifestly, the methods of follow-up used by the Billy Grahem

team have had e high degree of effectiveness,
IX, SUMMARY

This chapter has briefly traced certain examples of
the care of converts from the apostolic days to the present.
It may be conecluded that there hes always been some type of
follow-up care given the new Christisn, There are centuries
where this has been obscured from the pages of history; howe
evar, the continuance of Christian faith throughout the dark
periods of history has justified the conclusion that some-
thing was done, It would not have been correct to think that
the follow-up methods used were slways highly organized or
systematic, but likely they were often informml as in the
early church,

The converts of Roman pagenism needed the preparation
given them in the cetechumenal schools to enable them to meake
a satisfsctory transition from the old 1ife to the new life
in Christ, Leading church educators have sgreed that America
confronts an essentially humenistic end pagsn scclety., There

has been a chenge in the past 150 yeers in the bssic accepted

8 1p14., p. 78.
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presuppositions by the ¢common men. Ko longer do men believe
the baaic doctrines of the Bible sbout the creastive work of
God, of the redemptive work of Christ, or thst men is a sine
ner by nature. They were commonly accepted in John Wesley's
day, but not today. Therefore, if the catechumenal schools
were needed in the days of the early chureh for converts,
the need hes remsined todasy. The modern-dsy convert has
shown the need for special spirituasl help and treining to

enable him to make the transition satisfactorily.



CHAPTER III
CONVERT CULTUHE IR MODERN MISSIONS
I. THE BEGINNING OF MODERN MISSIONS

Mueh could have been said sbout the early missionary
attempte at the ¢ere of new converts. John Eliot, however,
hes provided a most vivid example of what was being attempted
under similar plans by the Mayhews, David Brainerd, and others.
The period of the modern missionary movement began, by common
consent, with William Carey in 1792, "The gathering at Ket=
tering marks the beginning of the associate orgenizetion,
wvhich has been the basis of the most successful missionary
ontorpriaos."l Previocusly, missionary work was carried on
by isolated individusls who felt the c¢ell., This was re-
placed by mutual section and 2 growing sense of responsibility
for the conversion of the world on the part of the churches
as 8 whole., Through a long period of development, from the
time of Williem Csrey, we have the present misaionary enter

prises,
IY. THE MISSIOF STATIOR PROGRAM

From the study of modern miasionary methods it has

1 R, H, Glover, The FProgress of World Wide Missions,
(New York: Fleming H, Revell, §§§§§,_§. 93,
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been discovered that the first attempts in a new ares are
evengelism or the trenslation of the Scriptures. After a
nucleus of converts has been gained, & mission station has
been established with funds from the mission board. This
mission station hes then becoms the center of operation for
all the work in the particular zrea, They have often in-
cluded an infirmery, & church, and perheps a Bible sechool.
The mission station has developed into a center of curiosity
for the natives, Strange people have come in and they brought
with them guch Torelgn things as electric generators, gaso-~
line sutomobiles and trucks, or perhsaps even &n airplsne.
The first converts have soon frced opposition and persecu~
tion. The missionaries soon heve been viewed with suspicion.
The nucleus of converts often hss sought work at the mission
compound, where they could attend Bible eclasses and work on
the buildings or on the mission garden, This has all tended
to limit the poesibility for reaching their former tribes
people., As was pointed out by Rollend Allen these converts,
ir allowed to, will scon be depending upon the miasionary
for both spiritual end physicel wellbeing. They often have
passively allowed the missionaries to handle sny further
evangelistic work, The natives then have been kept in sub-
jection to the missioneries. The end result often has made
the stations sn isolated isle of Christianity amid a sea of

Peaganism, with a limited contact with environment.
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‘III. THE INDIGENOUS CHURCH PROGRAM

Another method that has been used in modern missions
ie the indigenous church method. This wes attempted early
by J. Hudson Taylor, and C, T, Studd in their work in China.
They sought to have as few barriers between themselves and
the people as possible, Some felt thst they went to extremes
of identificetion with the native population. 4 notable ex-
snple of follow~up wes done by Dr, H. G. Underwood in Korea.
He hed & unique method for missions in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, It was called the 'FNevius method'.

His plan was to let every man abide in his own calling, 1.e.,
to live for Christ in his own neighborhood, supporting him-
self by his own trade, Secondly, they would develop churches
only as far es the natives were able to care for and mensage.
Thirdly, they would trein native evangelists so far as the
church wes eble to provide, Fourthly, he let the natives
provide their own bulilding, bullt by themselves, with their
own funds, in the native style of architecture,

The eerly Christiens in a particuler community took
the responsibility to teach others. They formed their own
Bible study groupa.2 Thess were only loocsely supervised by

the missionaries, Like Paul, he sought to draw out the native

2 glover, op. cit., p. 186,
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talent rather then import it from "bsck home"., He elso trus-
ted the Holy Spirit to direct them in their studles of the
Seriptures. 43 a result the Koreans gained a high conception
of diseipleship., They were willing workers and sharers in
the church responsibilities. They develored a deep love for
God's Word, They have often memorized grsat portions. Many
of the illiterate and the aged knew whole chapters by heart,

A similar type of work was done by Robert Meckay in
Africs,3 He, too, let the natives progress sz they were
sble, in building thelr own builldings, end supporting netive
pastors, Many have argued to justify their interminable gove
ernment and instruction of t heir converts atating that Paul
would have done differently 1f he were in their shoes. They
have been afraid to entrust the future of & local churech to
partlv-instructsd converts., But Peul quickly put responsi-
bilities in the hsnds of his converts,

That plan may heve had fts hazerds, but Paul prayed
mach for thelr success, and gave guidance by letters, mezsen-
gers, and/or by personal visits. Paul's converts bedame mis-
sionaries themsslves., He gesve his praise to them.

For from you sounded out the Word of the Lord not
only in Mecedonia and Achaia, but slso in every

3 Ibido’ P- 2}-‘»3'
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place your faith to God-ward 1is sproﬂd gbroad; so
that we need not to spesk any thing.

IV. THE PROBLEMS OF THE MISSION STATION

The one great problem with the mission station method
wag that very often they tried to import a complete system of
theology, and worship, and life; then imposed it upon the
natives who were not resdy for it, It was forelgn to them
becausze they didn't develop it.

We lay great stress on the constant repetition of
formal services; we make it our boast that our
Prayer Book, yeesr by year in orderly eyels, brings
before us the whole system of faith, and we import
thet Prayer Book and hand it over to new congregae
tions, But it 18 too complete., It contains too
much, Eho new converts cennot grasp anything se-
curely,

Rolland Allen gave the reasons for feilure:

I believe, lsrgely due to the fact that we quench
the Spirit. We educate our converts to think, as
we, accustomed to a long-esteblished end highly
organized Church, neturally think, that none but
du%y sppointed ministers mey pretch, We dread the
possidble mistskes of individual zeal. The result
{8 that our converts hesitate to speak of religion
to others ., . . They throw the responaibigity upon
the liecensed evangelist and 'the mission',

% I Thesselonisns 1:8.

5 Allen, op. eit., p. 117.
ibid., ». 122.
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The gquicker the reszponsibilities have been committed to the

netive leadership, the more permanent will be the work.
V. A NEW APPROACH

One of the present-day sttempts of the mors Pauline
method of church establishment has been seen in the plan
used by the Orientel Missionary Society, "Every Creature for
Christ Crusade" in Japan. Brisfly their plan hass been as
follows: (1) After having moved into e village with their
tent, they secure a plot of ground and erected the tent,

{2) They then systematically have placed & gospel portion
end a sslvation tract in every home in a given eres, thus
reaching new sress., (3) Their plen hes been to hold pro-
longed campeigns in the villaege. In this manner they heave
given out the presched word, snd also at the seme time, bullt
up a church where the fruitage of the campaign has been con-
served, BEach tent campaign elmost siways has resulted in a
chureh., They then have attempted as often as possible a
trained national pastor. (lj) They have seen to it that ev-
ery convert has been enrolled in a Bible Correspondence
Course, These have led to the formation of smsll study
groups.

The results of these afforts have been seen partly in
the following statistice, They heve 165 missionaries snd

meny times more full-time trained national workers numbering
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650. They heve 600 organized churches with nearly 125,000
membera, Much of thlis has been sccomplished since the close

of World Wer II,
V. SUMMARY

Since the time of St., Paul varlous methods have been
ettempted to conserve converts. However, much of this was
done by the trial and error method., Early Catholic missions
taught that the truly eernest spiritually minded converts
would become monks and withdraw from soclety to live the
holy life in seclusion, Largely, thelir only contacts with
the outeide world were in the way of charitable ministrations
to the needy. Thelr normal soclal contacts were cut off,
These methods were carried over in = disguised form into the
later missionary efforts. |

John Eliot saw the need of taking definite steps to
conserve the results of his evangelism smong the American
Indiens snd get out on his plen for doing this., After the
mission station method was showing its limitations, ploneers
in missionery methods like J. Hudson Taylor and H. G. Underw
wood of Koree sttempted the indigenous church method. Since
the closing of certein mission fields, mlssion boards have
been seeing the value of this,

Present deay attempts at the conservation of converts
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have included such things as establishing indigenous churches
ag soon a3 a group of bellsvers has proved to be rseady. It
has ineluded also as much personel contact with the new cone
vert as a more mature Christien could give. This hes in some
instances been coupled with a8 program of enrolling the young
Believer in the Bible c¢orrespondence course., Along with the
fellowship of Christians in hie locsle, he has been stimulated
to undertake a system of memorizing portions of the Word of
God. These methods hesve proven to be very successful, espe=
cially when closely coordinated with the native church program,
The modern missionery movement has demonstrated thet
missionaries from the beginning of the movement have reeslized
that converts to Christ from heathenism need & special type
of culture and assistance. The mission station method has
tended to be overly solieitous for the spiritusl needs of
the convert., The indigenous church progrem hss proved to
be more effective in the long-range view, While some of the
methods of conserving the converts hsve st times been inju-
rious to the final csuse, such attempts have demonstrated

the essentislity of convert cere.



CHAPTER IV
THE PLACE OF GROWTH IN CHRISTIAN LIFE
I. CONVERSION AND GROWTH RELATED

Growth in grace neturslly follows regeneration, The
pre~requisite for 2ll Christien growth, is to be "Born agein
by the Spirit of God." This thesis has been concerned primer-
i1ly with those that have met the requirement for Christien
growth, 1.e,, heving been mede new crestures in Christ. G,
Campbell Morgan clerifies this:
When the apostle Peter charges us in his epistle
to 'grow in grace' he presupposes the presence of
life, and 1t is of the utmost importance thet we
emphasige that feect, There csn be no growth in
Christian character save where the Christ-life exe
ists. The man who is born anew can grow in grace.
The man who has not received the gift of 1life can-
not grow, Growth in grace is not the result of the
imitation of Christ in the power of the humen will,
It is the result of the gropelling force of the
Christ-life in the soul.

When does & person pass his prime? In the physicel life per-

haps at forty; mentelly perhaps in the middle fifties; bdut

spiritually he never stops growing,. "As soon as a person

finds his best yeere in the yesterday of his spirituel exper-

1 ¢, Campbell Morgan, Simple Things of the Christisn
Life, (New York: Fleming H. Revell Compeny, 1907), PPe 57-58.
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lence, the mark of 'finis' is upon him."a As long as one

eontinues to grow spiritually, he bears the marks of youth.
II. GROWTH NOT RESERVED FOR THE RECLUSE

It hes been thought by many people that they have not
hed opportunities for spiritusl growth, They have viewed it
only as the perrogative of the recluse, the theologian or
those withdrawn for some reeson from a normel active life.

A plan hag been nesded, e course of study, or a method to
induce spiritual growth in the lives of busy normal people
in @ll walks of 1life.
The spoastle Paul declared that he aimed at training
everyone and teaching everyone as wisely as he could,
80 a8 to set everyone before God 'mature in Christ!',
This maturity is not then a privilege reserved for
the few only, but a_normel condition to be atteined
by 2l1ll who seek 1t.3
It may be observed thet meny Christians are suffering today
from an arrested spiritual development. Under the strenuous
activities and routine of l1life, people have often found it
necessary to rely on the minimum of spirituel nourishment,

Much of the nature of the usefulness of the Christian

life of the new convert has been determined during the first

2 prthur C. Archibeld, Establishing the Converts, (Phil-
adelphia: The Judson Press, 19527, p. 93.

3 Mildred Cable and Francesce French, Towsrds Spiritusl
Maturity, (London: Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., 1939), p. 189.
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few weeks and months of hie Christisn experience. Dswson

Trotmen tersely stated this thought.
They cen either fall into & nominal Christien exis-
tence and be of little help, or an actusl hindrance
to the csuse of Christ or they can move viectoriously
into a 1life of fruitfulness and glory to the Lord,
Is 1t not the responsibility of the spiritusl par.
ent, through whom the life was brought into exis-

tence, to providﬁ for growth and training of these
babea in Cnrist?

II1I. THE PERIOD OF GROWTH

Eighteen to twenty years hass besn the necessery period
of growth to physically raise a meature young man or woman,
It may be possible to lead & person to Christ in e matter of
minutes or hours, but it generally hes taken s matter of
months and years until he has developed into a useful, meture
Christian,
Someone has said that five percent of the task is
the decision., The carrying out of thet decision
is the ninty-five percent . . . Your objective is
not only to see the sinner converted, but to see
him going on with Christ in the life of the church,5
The task has not been completéd when the convert has
besn brought into chureh membership., Church statistics of

Americen churches have shown that; of every two persons re-

4 bewson E. Trotmen, Follow-up, (Chicego: Christ for
America, 1952), p. 6.

5 Lorne Senny, "Helping Others Find Christ", Mood
Monthly, 56:42, October, 1955.
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ceived on profesgion of faith, one has been dropped &s &
railuro.6 The church has not been blemeless in this.
If we treated newborn bebles es cerelessly as we
treat newborn Christiasns, the infant mortelity rate
would equal the appailing mortelity of church mem-
bers, The = obstetrician muat be followed by the
pedistrician., As Williem J. McCullough_ssagely says,
'I never sew & basginet without sides',
The question might be asked, "How long 1s & person supposed
to follow-up & new Christian?” Some authors have tried to
set a time period, however, thias hes differed with individ-
uals., A simple rule may be esteblished, that initial fol-
low-up hes been completed when the convert hes himself be-

come an evengelist,
IV. THE CRITICAL PERIOD

The most eritical period has coincided with the most
formative period., There has been & necessity for immediate
care snd attention after a person has mede & decision for
Christ. 1t has been necessary for work of follow-up to be-
gin immediatély. The Billy Graham meetings have requested
sach counsellor to contact those they led to Christ within
forty-eight hours, They stated in a letter to the writer

6 George B. Sweazy, Effective Evangelism, the Orestest
Work in the World, (New York: Harper & Brothers, 1953), p. 206.

7 Ibid., p. 207.
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thet the setual number of hours is arbitrary but thet, "the
point is thet Setan will begin his attacks of doubt and dis-
couragement {mmediately,"d

Charles G. Finney sounded the truth of the necessity

for immediate care in his book, Lectures on Revivals of Re-

ligion.
Ordinarily, thelr (young converts) Christian char-
acter through 1ife is moulded and feashioned ac-
eording to the manner in which they are dealt with
when first converted . . . The proper time to do
this 1s when they sre first brought in, when their
mindge sre zoft and tender, and easily yield to the
truth. Then they may be led 31th & halr, if they
think 1t 48 the truth of God,.

Fimmey continued to ssy thst much of the convert's future
1ife and usefulness depended upon having right instruction

from the outset,
V. WORKERS TOGETHER WITH HIM

God works to establish the young convert, slong with
the Christisn worker. The Holy Spirit begen working in the
heart of the young believer at the time of conversion., A
Christian works together with God to establish a new convert.

The power of the Holy Spirit to recrcete a 1ife and to change

8 Lorne Sanny, personel letter from his office in
Colorado Springs, Colorado, Februsry 21, 1956.

Charles &. Pinney, Lectures on Bevivals of Religion
(New York: Leavitt, Lord & Co., 1835), p. . !
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the habits and conduct will be detsrmined by the heart st~
titude toward Him., Those thet continuelly grieve and insult
the Spirit stunt their spiritual growth, "The Holy Spirit
builds the inner life of the Christian, He isg the originstor

and sustainer of all spirituel growth,"1°
Vi. THE PLACE OF PERSONAL E¥FFORT

Saving the soul is the sct of God. "For by grace are
yo saved through faith, and thet not of yourselves . . .%,
as was written in Ephesians 2:8,9. Yet in the whole process
man hee not been entirely a2 passive agent., Some Christiens
heve stunted spiritusl growth by refusing to recognize the
normal demends end sssential conditions for soul growth,
This was 1llustrsted by s Christian business men who was
diligent to improve every ares of his life and business, but
when he was given a bock on prayer he wouldn't even look at
it, He said, "I learned all that when I wse & child." That
1s the attitude that stunts spiritual growth. Defining growth
and culture, Mildred Cable snd Francescea French state the
following:

Culture is ‘'improvement by training' and spiritusel

eulturs refers to care, education, snd t™raining as
brought to bear on the spiritual faculties of man's

10 prehibeld, op. cit., p. 96.
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being. It may be viewed as man's response to God's
supreme gift of spirifual life, bestowed and sus-
tained by Him alone.

Spiritual growth does not differ from other departments of
culture snd growth. They are 8ll governed by the ssme funda-
mental lews, e.g. plant cultivation takes in environment,
soil, specles, selection, elimination, fertilizetion, props-
getion, utility end meens of securing immunity from plent
disesse, The following notes are from s student's diary and
recorded in the introduction to the book, Toward Spiritual
Meturity.

He rezd a series of verses which I hed never no-

ticed before: 'Do not ceass to cultivate the

Divine gift . . .' 1'Give watchful heed to your

own character.' 'Practice the things I have men-

tioned in order that your spirituel growth may be

evident to s81l.,' 'Work out your own salvation

with fesr and trembling; for it is God whieh work«

eth in you . . .' 'Till we 8ll arrive . 12° at
the stature of full-grown men in Christ,’ 2

The apostle Peul warned asgeinst slothfulness in spir-
itus)l matters., New Christiens have essily picked up the bed
habits of our older 'settled' Christians. They have often
become flavorless and indifferent. A person who has been e

Christian s year normally has become more useful to the King-

11 Gable & French, op. cit., p. 15.
12 1p14., p. vii.
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dom of God than & new Christisn., Frogress in the Christiar
life 12 assured if the convert hes met the conditions for

growth,
VIIi. SUMMARY

The pre-requisite for all spiritual growth is spirituel
rebirth. Growth is natural, and lack of growth is unnatural.
Growth in spiritusl 1ife is not to be considered only for the
recluse, The most formative period of spirituel 1ife is ime
medistely following conversion. It is here that the new con=-
vert ie in critiecal need of personal help from & mature, werm-
hearted Christian, There 18 no growth in spiritusl things
spart from the working of the Holy Spirit, Likewise, there
is no growth in spiritusl 1life spart from the convert's own
personsl effort., In conclusion, personal effort 1s therefore
a necessary fsctor in all growth. This epplies to other ed-
ucationsl and eultural systems, but equally to the reslm of
the Spirit. No sstlsfactory results are to be anticipeted
without the exereise of diseipline, self-denisl, perseversnce
and determination, God honors the efforts of the sincere-
hearted young believer seeking to grow up "unto the messure

of the stature of the fulness of Christ". (Ephesians 4:13b).



CHAPTER V
ANTICIPATING THE NEEDS OF THE CONVERTS

Only the first essentisl needs of the new converts have
been considered in this thesis., Many further inatructions
could have been listed which are essential later in Christisn
life. This broader list would not come in the purpose of this
study. This field of advice to the Christisn would give, per-
haps, an unending list, This chepter will cover the following
subjecta: Salvation, understanding and ascceptence, sssurance
of selvetion, learning to meet temptation, developing e devo-
tionel life, church membership, the sacraments, active Chris-
tian service and full surrender. These have been consldered
in the rield of general advice to the new Christisn. The fol-
lowing chapter will cover specific essentisls for the spirit-
usl life of the new Christisn. A hypothetical czse has been
taken, This chapter therefore traces the needs of the aversge

convert.,

I. SALVATION

It is first essential to determine the basis of the
convert'!s decision. After being dealt with, it is not enough
for him to say merely, "I feel better". The counsellor needs

to meke sure that the sesker is sure of whet he has done, and
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that he hes not hased his salvation on feeling. This may be
done by using certein Seriptures on salvation end assurance,
It will be natursl for a new convert to fesl better, but he
should reelize that when the momentary feelings diminish thet
he s3till hss something eternsl started in his soul, 4 good
clear start i1s essentisl, Involved in this decision i3 re-
pentance, confession of ein to God, and confession of Christ

before men.
II. UNDERSTANDIRG ARD ACCEPTANCE

Understending end aceceptence is one of the first needs
of the new Christien. This is ideally given by the counsel-
lor thet led him to Christ, If he has specisl problems re-
garding 1ife-long habits and practices, he needs understanding
and help~-special help for breeking some hebits. The attitude
of the counsellor, whether he be the pasztor or a leymen needs
to be one of accaptance. "This attitude of acceptance of
converts as immsture Christians provides a healthy spiritual
climate in which they may grow."1 In other sreasz of life,
people work st their best when they are assured of the con-

fidence of those sbout them.

1 W, C, Mavis, "Care of Converts", The Free Methodist,
86:7L6-749, November 24, 1953.
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Pogitive attitudes on the part of pastor and fele
low Christisns are a means of strength to a convert,
but the ehilly estmosphere of negativism and dis-
trust mekes it difficult for them to grow in grace.?

Some German psychologistea have pointed out clearly the value

of a sense of belongingness in the development of personslity.

They state that children are most likely to develop fevor=
ably when reesred in homes that provide sppreciation, recog-
nition and security. The same thing ecan be applied to con-

verts,
III. ASSURANCE OF SALVATION

Foremost emong the needs of the convert is assurance
of salvation, The pattern hes been that, socon after conver-
sion, the surface feelings will pass away, This is e very
eritical time, for Satan then begins to plague the convert
with doubts and discoursgement. He needs to be prepsred for
this before it ever tskes place. This can be done by getting
him to realize that his salvation is based on the veracity
of God's promises and not upon his feelings. An excellent
verse in the B Rations (Beginning with Christ) packet used
for follow-up in the Billy Grsham cempaigns:

And this is the record, that God hath glven to us
eternsl 1ife, and this life is in His Son. He

2 Mavis, op. eit., pp. Th6-7h49.
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that hath the Son hath life; gnd he that hath not
the Son of God hath not 1ife.
To 1llustrete the importence of assurance in the field
of mental health the following ecsse history story has been

taken from John Sutherland Bonnell's book, Psychology for

Pastor a&nd People. A cruel jealous brother, ten yesrs old,

said the following to his younger sister, six years oldl
You ere not my sister at all, and my mother and
fether sre not your parents, You're a little
orphan and when you were & baby you were adopted
by my people. You think they love you, but they!'re
only pretending, They pity you because you're an
orphan, You mustn't tell them you know the truth,
beceuse if you did thﬁy'd probably give you away
to some other family,
The woman relating this experience to a psychologist later
in life seid, "I was heartbroken and cried myself to sleep
every night for months,"” As the woman related the detsils,
the shock of the awakened memories made her almost hysteri~
cal., She hed lived in econstent fesr that her "foster" par-
ents would ebandon her. However, efter her tenth birthday
she wes looking over some papers that her father haed pre-
psred for insurance and passports end she ceme upon her birth

certificate giving the name of the hospital where she was

3 1 John 5:11,12

b John Sutherland Bonnell, Psycholo Tor Pastor and
People, (New York: Harper & Bros., T%EEI, pp. 117-118.
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born, her parent's names, the neme of the doctor, and other
informetion which convinced her thst her brother hsd ecruelly
deceived her, This discovery did not cure the feelings of
insecurity that plagued her until later in 1life when she re-
lsted this to Dr. Bonnell.>
Assurance 1s feeling & degree of security in the Chris-

tisn sxperisence, This security is besed upop the witness of
the Word of God and the witness of the Spirit of God.

And this i# the record, that God hath given to us

eternal 1ife, and this life is in His ion. he that

heth not the Son of God hath not life,.
The witnese of the Spirlt 48 the other factor in assurance.

The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit,

thst we are the children of God: And if Children,

then heira; heirs of God, and joint-helirs with

Christ; if so be that we suffer_with Him, that we

mey be alao glorified togother.7
The confidence of the counsellor, partor or personal worker

thet led him to Christ will be snother source of assurance.
IV, LEARNING TO MEET TEMPTATION

The new Christien must lesrn how to meet temptation.
In this he should realize first that temptations are common

to all Christians. From James 1:13-15 he should be tsught

5 Bomallp _QE- .c_;-_t_q’ PPe 117-118.

6 I John 5:11,12,

7 Romens 8:16,17.
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that "every men ias tempted, when he is drewn away of his own
lust, end enticed." The young Christisn was in the habit of
sinning before his conversion, Through repentence he has
turned from this. The temptation will be for him to fall
back into the old patterns of sin., He should be taught that
in reality he 18 dead to sin, and that it romains for him to
continuelly reckon himself to be dead indeed to s=in and alive
to God, FRomens 6 could be suggested as a specisl chepter to
study in this regard. He needs to realize that the Christien
norm is that "sin shall not have dominion over you".8 How-
ever, in this regard the teeching of the apostle John should
8180 be pointed out to the convert. John's own sslf-steted
purpose for writing his first genersl Epistle 1s seen in I
John 2:1-2, "My little children, these things write I unto
you, that ye ein not". But he continued to say, "If any msan
8in, we have an sdvocate with the Pather, Jesus Christ the
righteoust And he is the propitiation for our sins ., ., ."
The new Christisn needs to learn to meet temptation with the
sword of the Spirit, the Word of God. He should learn to
reelize thet God is able to keep him from falling,

8 Romsns 6:11,1k.
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V. DEVELOPING A DEVOTIONAL LIFE

Each new convert needs help in his devotional life.
"The first neceseity of the new life is to make & space in
each day for prayer end for communion with God."? For this
8 fTew pleces of cholce litersture should be pleced in his
hends, It is sound advice that the convert should not be
over burdened with too much of materisl. Help sach convert
to decide the time and place for his daily time with God.
It may be necessery and vslueble to meet with the convert
et an esrly morning hour te helpy him get started aright,
Lorne Banny steted &t the follow-up instruection classes in
London, 195), thet "Prayer ig caught rather than teught".
If this is true, then the worker must pray with them if they
are going to learn to prey. It may be well to advise that
the convert divide up his devotional time, with part of the
time bsing spent 1in consecutive devotional reading of the
Bible; part of the time being spent in Bible study and Scrip-

ture memory; part of the time in prayer.
VI. CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Spiritual fellowshlp is another need of the new Chris-

tien, This should come from church membership as well as

9 Mildred Cable & Francesca French, Towards Spiritual
Maturity, (London: Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., 97, Pe 19.
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individual friendship. St. Peul at times left e worker be-~
hind in a eity to help establish the new Christians and the
church,
8t. Paul was careful not to lose touch with hie new
converts, They sorely needed his visits and in-
struction end they received them, I have no doubt
giztmzzn:azrignzggzgffg communicaetion with them by
It is vital for epiritual health thet each convert be glven
individusl attention and fellowship from his 'spiritusl psr-
ent', This often has proved to be one of the most stabilizing
factors in Christisn experience., Lorne Sanny stated in the
Follow-Up Classes in the New Orleans Crusade that, "Follow-up
must be done by somegne, not by something."ll Just as babies
do not live by milk alone but need care and affection so with
the new Christian. There sre no meterlials that alone build
strong Christiens. He stated that "The Church 1s looking for
bett:r methods, but God is looking for better men".12 The
individual with hig needs 18 often lost in the massesa, This
ig true in mess evengelism. On nineteen recorded occesions

Jesus Christ was cccupied with teaching just one person,

Hence, the most effective follow-up is perasonsal follow~up

10 Rol1end Allen, Missionaery Methods, (London: World
Dominion Press, 1953), p. 112,

11 rorne Sanny, unpublished notes from the Follow-Up
Clags teught in the Grester New Orleans Evengelistic Crusade,
October 3-31, 1954,

12 loc., cit.



55

or the sponsor plan, using an appointed 'fellowship friend!.
Spiritusl fellowship should include prayer backing

for each new Christisn. Psul was on his knees that the
Ephesian Chureh might measure the heights, bresdths, and
depth of an unmeasured ssintliness and be filled with sll
the fullness of God, Epsphras was in strenuous constant fer-
vent prayer that the Colossian Christians might stand perfect
end complete in &ll the will of God. Purther, the new Chris-~
tian needs spiritusl fellowship from the larger corporeste
body--the Church, The Bible tells us nothing of solitaire
religion.

Some converts do not see the need of joining e

chureh, They should be deslt with for selvation.

tOrdinarily, if e person doez not desire to be as-

socisted with the people of God, he is rotten at

the bottom,! 'He has the feeling within him, that

he had rather be free, so that he can by and by

go beck to the world agsin if he likes, wii%out

the reproach of instability or hypocrisy'.
Human beings ere soclsl crestures and need whst soclal con-
tacts will add to their 1lives, The convert needs to arfil-
iate with a spiritusl Bible-centered church. He needs whet

church membership can give him,

13 Charles G. Finney, Lectures on Revivals of Religion,
(New York: Leavitt, Lord & Co., 1835), p. 366.
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VII. THE SACRAMRNTS

The Smeraments have had a part to play in establishing
young believers in their Christlsn life, John Wesley clsssed
these in with the means of grsce for the Christisn. If in-
deed they were of enough worth to be in the Bible, they ers
of some worth to Christian experience today. Becsuse some
have over emphesized the importence of baptiam to Christien
experience, other groups have under emphesized its ilmportance.
This study will not inelude an ergument on the mode of bep~
tism but 1t will assume that baptism has & definite part to
pley in ensbling & convert to make the correct stert in Chris-
tien experience. Baptism 1s sn outward viaible sign of en
inward work of grace., Therefore, in correct order, baptism
rightfully follows conversion for which it 1z the symbol.

It enables the convert, by thet, to heve en occasion for pube
lic testimony of ellegiance to Christ. The Lord'a Supper is
also of imrortance in Christien life. Soms communlons
practice it weekly, while others prasctice it quarterly., In
the passt these have been times of heert searching, confes-

sion, and a testimony to continued alleglance to Christ,
VIIXI. ACTIVE CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Egeh convert needs to be enlisted in some form of

sctive Christian service in the church which he hes joined,
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Arthur C, Archibald ste es, "The convert should be enlisted
promptly in some form of Christisn service., Correct devo-
tional hsbits ere not enough, If one is to grow, one must
serve". 14 A service opportunity has often provided the
needed stimulus for growth,

A newly ssaved person i3 eager to do something for

his Lord, and 1t is imperative that the church

capitalize on this impulse lest the convert either

become backslidden or spathetic, The Christian

pestor tocay hss no more important task than to

challenge, trein and guide his people in Christilan

service. 5
The nomineting committees heve the opportunity to see to it
that the inexperiesnced newcomer is put into & responsibllity
which he cen ressonebly f1l1l, To ald in the using of new
members, the method of Arthur C, Arctibald heas proved suc-
cessful, Archibald suggested that each new member be given
e "New Members Data File Csrd® which has a series of cate-
gories of Christian service from which to choose, Here the
new member mey express his preference by a check mark and
1ist any spascial telents, The csrds are then turned into
the pastor. These are kept on file for use of nominsting
committess, It haes been demonstrated that there is denger

of the convert slipping away, i1f he has nothing to do., In

14 Arthur C., Archibald, Establishing the Converts,
(Philedelphia: The Judson Press, » Pe The

15 Maviﬂ, _Oit 9_1_13_0. PP. 7’4.6“7).‘.9-
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the prssent-day church there has not been a scarcity of worth-
while tesks that could be asasigned. The new Christisn needs
an cutlet for useful Christian service, &s much as the church

needs his service.
IX., PFULL SURRENDER

Eech convert should be exhorted to memke a full surren-
der to God. In answer to the question, "What do you think
it tekes to establish & new Christian?® Bishop Chsarles V,
Fairbsirn stated, "I know of nothing that would do more to
esteblish a new Christian than the experience of entire sanc-
tification."1® Sanctification of the heart is mors widely
beliesved in todey then it ever has been, FPersons of varioue
doctrinal persuasions have acknowledged the need for such a
second climeetic experience in the Christian life., As this
thesis hes deslt lergely with the rirst instructions given
fo the new Christisn it hes been considered sufficient to
acknowledge thet the new Christlan should be pointed to this
new goal, Here agein one might point to the clessic passsage
of 3cripture on follow-up. Christ eppointed the verious of-
ficers in the church,

For the perfscting of the saints, for the work of
the ministry, for the edifying of the body of

16 Chaerles V, Fsirbairn, personsl interview, MePher-
son, Kansas, February, 1956,
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Christ: Till we 2ll come in the unity of the Son
of God, unto a perfect man, unto the megsura of
the ststure of the fullness of Christ",

X, SPECIAL INSTRUCTION

The convert needs special instruction in the essentisl
elements of the Christien life, The spostle Psul knew the
ossential elements, and he treined his converts in them pri-
merily, To sid in this, there is s need of "spirituslly
graded” instruction handbooks and Bible study booklets. From
what hes previously been established in this regerd, a stand-
erd for judging suitable materials for such instruetlon could
be listed,

The following stendards heve been deemed as & proper
guide for suiteble litersture for this instruction: (1) It
must be thoroughly evengelicel, (2) It must be designed to
meet the basie spiritual needs of the convert first, snd not
sn orlentation preogram for e particular sect or denomination.
{3) It must be Bibls-centered, 1.e., it must send the convert
to the Bible., (i) It must be graded sccording to spiritual
meturity, (5) It must not be taken up with controversisl
doctrinal side issuea, (6) It must not use complex termi~

ndlogy that would only confuse and bewilder. (7) It should

17 Ephesians l:111-15.
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be extremely practicsl and be suggestive regaerding applicetion
of the truth lsarned.

Much hes been learned from the methods of imstruction
the epostle Paul used. He taught the simplest elements in
the simplest form. With this he gave them the means by which
they could gain for themselves further knowledge. He left
the converts to meditate upon these few fundamental t{ruths
end to tesch one snother that his converts should really mas-~

ter the most importent things.



CHAPTER VI

THE BASBIC ESSENTIALS FOR THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

Pour basic needs of the new Christian have been cone
sidered in this chepter, A lerger list of advice was con-
sidered in Chepter V, For many ysars three things were con-
sidered as essentiamls to Christisn growth, They wers the
Word of God, prayer, and witnessing, These were often il-
lustrated by a three legged stool, showing that 1t would not
stand with one of the legs m%aaing. Dawson Trotman felt thet
this weas not a very good unaiogy of the Christian life and
he felt thaet there was one further esgentisl that should be
ineluded, i.e, ocbedience, These four essentisls he illus~
trated with the use of a wheel, This 1llustration has been
aimple and adecuete for illuatrating the component parts of
‘the Christien 1ife. (See the figure on page 63.)

The hub of the wheel is used to represent Christ, In
describing it they have ssid that the hub of the wheel fur-~
nishes the driving power and besrs the load. The two vertical
spokes are representative of the Word and preayer. From the
Word of God the Christien 1s supplied with spiritusl food,
his weapon of defense and offense. The Word furnishes guid-
ance, comfort end correction, being God's chief means of con-

tect with the Christian. The other verticael spoke represents
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FIGURE 1

DIAGRAM OF THE WHEEL
USED BY THE NAVIGATORS
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prayer, This is the means through which the Christisn keeps
in touch with God., Through prayer he can be supplied with
power and provisions for esch day. These vertical spokes

have to do with the Christian's 'intske' while the other hori-
zontal spokes provide the 'outlet’, Obediencs wss considered
by Trotmen es a basic essential becsuse without this there
eould be no real Christien life. Obedlience was deemed e& neces-
gity from the very beginning of the Christian life if the
Christien wes to grow in grece. The fourth spoke in the die-
gram represents witnessing., This has been the spiritusl ex~
ercise for the Christisn, It has been shown &s very vital
for Christian growth end health, and to the spreading of the
Kingdom of God.

After the new Christisn hea been made to realize thet
the step of sccepting Christ is not the finishing point but
the starting point for him, he will be more easily helped.
The spiritual psrent hes & responsibility to teach him how
to reed his Bible and pray. E. M, Bounds tersely states asz
follows:

The Bible gives no premium to dwarfs; no encour-
agement to sn old babyhood, the babies were to

grow; the old instead of feebleness and infirmlties
were to beaer fruit end be fat and flourlshing,

1 E, M. Bounds, Power Through Prayer, (Chicago: Moody
Press, n.d.), pp. 49, 50.
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Bach convert has nmseds peculier to his or her individual
case and these need to be met differently in each case,
However, there &re certain uniform essentials for the sus-
taining of any spiritusl 1life. Similarly there are uniform
essentiasls for the sustaining of physicel life, 1.e., food,
air, rest and exercisse, Individusl needs may call for some
variaetion of these but they are all nesded in each 1ife, It
will be the purrose of this chapter to consider each of the
four basic essentisls that are uniform for sustaining Chris-
tisn 1life, 1.e., the Word of God, Prayer, Obedience and Wit-

nessing.
I. THE WORD OF QOD

The importance of the Word of God in convert eculture
hes been seen from the Apostolic Church, the Protestant Re-
formation, the Wesleyan Revival and the modern misglonsry
movement, The apostolic church held the gospsl in centrsl
position, Before 1t wss written in 1ts present form, the
message wag spread verbally from memory.

8t, John s8id, 'Thst which we have seen and hesard
declare we unto you, that ye &lso may have fellow.
ship with ust and truly our fellowship is with the
FPather, snd with his Son Jesus Christ!',

After the Scriptures were put in written form, they

2 I John 1:3,
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were cerefully copied by hand so that st least every church
might have one copy. From this copy of the local church, por-
tions were copied by the people and carried home with them,
They often inscribed verses of Scriptures on the walls of their
homes.
Both of the outstanding leaders of the Protestant Re-
formation placed & renewed emphasis upon the Word of God,
Martin Luther book great care to translaete the Scriptures
from the Latin Vulgate into the vernacular Germen language,
In telking of the consequences of the reformstion Lars P,
Quelben stated,
The first csrdinal prineiple was the recognition
of the sbsolute supremecy of the Bible as the norm
for life end doctrine, Luther, Zwingll, end Cal=-
vin rejected the Roman Catholic coordinetion of the
Bible snd tradition as joint rules of faith and
eonduct., The reformers accepted the Bible ss the
Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit . . .
Since the Bible was of such vital importence to
the people, it had to be availeble in the language
the people could reed., Hence the Bible wses trens-
lated into the vernacular tongues of Europe, be-
coming & book of the peopls.

The emphesis upon the personel study of the Word of God was

one of the charsmcteristics that marked the Reformetion,

By the time of the Wesleyan revival coples of the

Seriptures had been mede plentiful through the invention of

3 Lers P. Qualben, A History of the Christian Church,
(New York: Thomas Nelson and Sons, 19427, p. 285.
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the printing press. John Wesley, himself, set & notasble exam-
ple of Bible study for his followers. He indeed was & man
filled with God's Word, It is evident from his disry notes
end letters thet he spent much time in meditetion on the
Seriptures., He waes continuaelly elluding to the Scriptures
end quoting portions of it. To some extent, this love for
the Word of God carried through in the followers of John Wes-
ley. He continuelly exhorted his converts to attend to the
"mesns of grece", one of which was studying the Word of God.
From this, it 18 sefe to conclude thst the Bible hsas

been deemed essentlal for establishing young bellevers in
the faith, 8St. Psul revesled his thoughte on this in his
charge to the elders of Ephesus,

And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and to the

word of his grace, which is able to build you up,

snd to give you an inheritance among all them which

are senctified.

There sre five different approeches to the Word of God,

i.e., hearing, reading, studying, memorizing snd meditating.
Esch one of these are channels through which one mey acquire
some of the Word, If the convert hea used each channel he
will have acquired a grester gresp of the Bible, New Chris-
tiesns need help in scquiring a working knowledge of the Word,

This could come from the counsellor or the fellowshlip friend.

I pets 20:32.
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They are not all able to go to & (hristian college or a Bible
achool, Experience has taught thet they need to be taught
methods of Bible study thet are especielly adapted to the
needs, time and ability. Thers are many specialized types
of Bible study that have been used in colleges &nd seminaries
that would be almost totally unsulited for starting & new
Christlan in Bible study. Of the various types of Bible
study, Howard Tillman Kuist listed twelve:
{1) the Halachic and Hagadic methods of the ancient
Hebrews; (1) the sllegoricel methods of Philo; (3)
mysticel interpretation of Clement and Origen; (L)
Swedenborg's science of correspondencies; % ) ac-
commodetion theory of Selmer; (6) moral interpre-
tation of Kant; (7) the naturalistic theory of Paul-
us; (8) Hegel's dialectical method of thesis end
antithesis and synthesis; (9) mystical theories of
Strauss and Baury (10) speculative philesophy. (11)
dogmatic expcsitiog end spologys (12) grematico-
historicel msthod,
None of these methods would be entirely suitable for a new
Christian to undertake, The methods of specielized atudy
ugsed in seminary training have been ell right for thelr pure
pose, but they were designed largsly for the classroom and
require lengthy periods of study. Thls elone has made such
methods of Bible study unsuitsble for individual or small
group Bible study by new Christians.

A method has besn used in the follow-up for the Billy

oward Tillmen Kulst, These Words Upon %gx Heart,
(Richmond, Virginia: John Krox Press, 1947), P. L7.
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Grehem meetings, Youth for Christ, Orient Crusades, in many
shurches snd other places thet has proved sueccessful, The
method 1tself was developed by Keith L. Brooks in his Bible
study booklets., However, beceuse of & doctrinal bias seen

in some of his studies, the Navigators heve developed a series
of studies free from this. It ussd the same simple method

of the question end ons or more suggested Scripture referencss
where the answer to that guestion might be found. This Eiblo
study serles has begun with the Introductory Bible Study book-
let, which hesz been widely used in the Billy Graham Csmpaigns
in the United States and sbroad, Lorne Sanny, in the follow-
up training classes during the London Crusede in 195i, gave
the following basic slements of a sultsble Bible study for
new Christiens: It should be an original investigstion; it
should be consistent and systematie; it should involve writ-
ten reproducticn of anawering the question in light of the
Scripture suggested but in the student's own words; it should
involve personal application; it should bes something thet the
student cen shere with someone else,

It is important for the new Christian to regularly
hear the Word of God. Preaching 1s one of God's sppointed
meang for propegating the Christian feith., The new Chris-
tian will have a desire to read the Word of God. A good

quality large print Bible will aid In essy reading. It may
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help for the convert to set a dalily minimum for his Bible
reeding, It will help to read for a purpose, and to make
spplications to his life,

Along with hesring and reading, the convert needs to
study the Seriptures. In helping him get started on this it
mey be well for the counsellor to keep the ﬁrinciplea in mind
thet have already been mentioned. Memorizing portions of the
Scripture hes proved to be a strong factor in establishing
the convert, Any method of memorizing the Scriptures is bet-
ter thsn nothing. The experience of The Navigators hes shown
thet the most effective way s new Christisn may begin Seeipe-
ture memory is with a few key verses that were selected to
g81d in meintaining the new life in Christ, The Navigators
have shown that the most successful method with which to be=-
gin is memorizing in a topicsl order rather than undertaking
whole books or cheapters. They heve advised for the person
not to set hisg goal too high, but set it at & pace that he
will be sble to meintain for years. They have been suggesting
that s pace of three verses a week is & good average, Other
methode of Scripture memory have proved successful. Medita-
tion 1s something that the new Christisn must work out in
his own manner., The Chriatisns that have learned how to re-
deom the often wested odd moments of the diy with meditation

heve learned the deeper truths of the Scripture.
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Cable and Frenchﬁ suggested for setting up a devotion-
al time, that the time be divided between (1) a devotionsl
reading of the Bible, (2) & pericd of prayer, (3) a apace for
silence. For first yesr Christiens they suggested the fol=
lowing Seriptursel portions: Selected portions of the Psalma,
St. Merk's Goapel, Genesis, James or Galatians, Exodus or
Acts. They have set up certain principles to be remembered
in Scriptural reading: (1) It should be thoughtful and un-
hurried, end if the time is limited e shorter portion should
be taken, (2) There should be 2 preliminary pause to focus
one's attention on Him. (3) A& person should select key
verses to memorize. (l) It is valuable to keep a notebook
on findings and problsms, It will be & treesure later on,

It wee their advice to "Let the beginner first become femil-
1ar with the Book 1tself, snd lecve to & later period the

study of men's comments regarding it."7
II. PRAYER

Another important phese of the Chrietisn 1life is
preyer, PFPreyer hes hed en importent part to play in the

care of new converte through e¢hurch history. Gote Bergsten

6 Mildred Cable and Francescs French, Towasrds Spirituel
Matuprity, (London: Hodder and Stoughton, Ltd., 1539), p. 2L.

7 1bid., p. 26.
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in his book Pastoral Psychology tells of the importance of

prayer snd devotional 1life in the early church,

The unique. characteristic of the Eearly Church prac-

tice in the care of souls was, therefore, ites ine

sistence upon discipline in the devotional 1life.

There is evidence that mental discipline in the

wider sense was also imposed on converts., Certesin-

1y & well defined syatem of prayer discipline was

enjoined, Fixed times were set aside for prayer

and worship, A person sgriving after holiness must

live in constant prayer,
The disciples reslized the importance of prayer and the Word
when they chose the seven deacona to assist in the business
of the church, as seen in Acts 6:L, "But we will give our-
selves continually to prayer, and to the miniatry of the Word."
Paul spent much time in prayer, that the Ephesisn church might
measure the heights, breadths, and depths of an unmeasurable
saintliness, and "be rilled with all the fullness of God."
Peul not only spent much time in prayer, but he urged his
followers to pray as seen in Philippiens l:16, "Be careful for
nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be msde known unto God."

To point out the place of prayer in the life of the

Christien, The Navigators have uszed thres verses with the
wheel diagram,

Hitherto have ys asked nothing in my neme; ask,
and ye shall receive, that your joy may de full.?

8 Goie Bergsten, Pastoral Psychology, (New York: The
Maomillen Company, 1951)7 p. 15.

9 st. John 1f:2Y.
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But seek ye first the kingdom of God; and his

righteousness; and ell these things snhall be

sdded unto you,

Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of

grace, thet we may obtaig mercy, and find grace

to help in time of need, 1
BEaoh new Christien hes the need of learning how to pray.
The greatest men of God have lesrned the secret of effectusl
prayer, Prayer ls the other half of fellowship with the
Lord., God talks with us through His Word end the Spirit and

we talk with God through the medium of prayer.
II1. OEEDIENCE

Obedience is an importsnt phase of the Christian life.
This has been illustrated in the wheel diagram es one of the
horizontal spokes. This 1a considered as one of the outlets
for the Christian life, Dawson Trotman thought thet it wes
significant enough to put in the dlegram for the Christisn
1ife. "We learn more by five minutes obedlence than by ten
yeers study."12

Obedience is full-hesrt compliance with God's will,

Jesus expected obedience. On one occasion recorded in St.

6:33
10 3¢, Matthew 7:7.
11 Hebrews k16,
12 cgble & French, op. cit., r. 98,
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Luke li:}46, he said, "And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do
not the things which I say?™ On another occesion, recorded
in St. John 15:1li, He said, "Ye are my friends, if ye do what=-
soever I command you," Hers obedience is a proof of friend-
ship with Christ. In the 014 Testament, this principle has
been enunciated by Samuel in his discourse with King Saul.

And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in

burnt offeringas and sacrifices, as in obeying the

voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than

sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of rams,

For rebellion is &s the sin of witcheraft, and stube

bornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Becsuse thou

hast rejected the word of the %grd, he hath also

re jected thee from being king.,t'>

The question of ohedlence is g question of the heart,

The Lord can do little with a man until he is willing to obey
the voice of the Lord., Lack of obedience has stunted Chris-
tian growth more than anything, It may be of help to the new
Christisn to know that keeping his mind filled with the pure
Word of God will better enable him in the battle of the mind.
In St. Peul's letter to the Philippian: Christians he urged
tﬁem to think on things that are true, honest, just, pure,
lovely, end of good report, (Philippiens l4:8) Meditating
on the pure Word of God has helped many new Christians to
establish correct thinking habits, It has proven to be =

method of controlling the thoughts eand ultimstely the heart,

13 1 samuel 15:22,23.
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As was pointed out serlier, the work of follow-up wes
called for in .the second half of the grest commission in 5%,
Matthew 28:19, 20, Christ cslled for cbedience to be taught
by his disciples as well ss evangelize., ". . . teachirg them
to observe all things whstsoever I have commended you: and,
lo, I em with you alway, even unto the end of the world, Amen,"
If Bible resding and study hes been divorced from the

1ife of the student by disobedience, then there can be no
real character building result from his time in the Word.
Surveys have shown that in the United States today, there
is much acceptsble lying and stealing, This fs usually done
sither to save time, effort or money. If this moral lexity
hes been carried over into the Christian 1ife, it 1s bound
to have adverse affects,

No hebit 1s more difficult to maintain than e

atrictly truthful one in the general stmosphere

of unreality which is prevalent in the world toe

dey, and which shows 1tself in the ccmmon prac-

tice of neithiﬁ saying what is meant, nor mesning

what 1s =aid.
The unregenerate have often attempted resolutions and reforms
but with disspprointment and failure, After converaion, how-
ever, God is working in the individual to help him to fulfill

God's commends, He gives power to resolve as well as strength

for achievement,

b Ceble & French, op. cit., p. 98.
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Arthur C. Archibeld recognized the place of the Holy

Spirit in obedience. Truly without the empowering presence
of the Holy Spirit, obedlence would be impocsible.

The tremendously significant thing about the Holy

Spirit is thet He can change people whenever they

really want to be changed., He cen smesh evil hab-

its of the convert and nurture his spiritual growth

until his life becomes marked with lines of beauty.lS
When the finel story has been told, 1t msy be thet the churches
have lacked more in this element of obedience than in any of
the other essentisls, i.e. Word, Prayer or Witnessing., Nothing
has frustreted the purpose of God for a life more often than
sins of disobedience, Charles G. Finney reslized this and

instructed his converts in his Revival Lectures. Stressing

the importasnce of obedience he said,

When a man 1s fully determined to obey God, I

eall that principle. Whether he feels any live-

1y religious emotion at the time or not, he will

do his duty cheerfully, and resdily and heigtily,

whatever may be the state of his feelings.

The consclsnce couléd be compared to the mariner's come

pess. It needs to be reset from time to time to the Word of
God, like the mariners compass must occaslonally be reset to

true North. The conselience has had much to do with the

15 prthur C. Archibald, Esteblishing the Converts,
(Philsdelphia: The Judson Press, 1952), Ps 97.

16 Charles G, Finney, Lectures on Revivals of Religion
¢ b n—— -5 t
(New York: Leavitt, Lord & Co., 1835), p.
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obedience of the new Christien, Some have hed their consclences
seared before conversion and have found it difficult to dis-
eern right and wrong even after salvation., On the other hand,
others have been overly conscientous. Eaech have dangers pecu-
liar to their own cases,

The one whose conscience has often been treaded over
before conversion may not feel that certain actions end habits
sre wrong, whieh truly indeed neesd to be forssken in the Chris-
tian 1ife. A person will not be able to successfully forsske
a hebit unless he is convinced it is wrong for him. "Let ev~
ery man be fully persuaded in his own mind," St. Peul ssid in
Romens 14:5. The conscience of each Christien person naeds to
be reset sccording to the Scriptural norm.

Persons thet have lived a2 high morsl life before conver-
sion msy heve = tendency to be overly conscientous, They mey
heve entered into the Christian 1ife with overly high aspirs-
tions of perfection, They have been easily led by the notions
of man 88 to whet mskes for & holy life, They have tended to
become escetic or puritanical, Because of the power of sug-
gestion, meny new Christians have been convinced that true hol-
{ness cannot be attained without certein expected external
changes. A denger hss often accompanied this over-conscien~
tiousness. The danger hes been thst 1n struggling to live
after an overly high idesl of perfection, the person hes dis-
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covered that it is unattaineble and has become discoursged,
dishesrtened and has backslidden.

Both the under-conscientious end the over-conscientious
person need to have their standerds of consclience continuelly
reset sccording to the standards of the Word of God, When
this Seriptural standsrd is set in their minds end heerts,
end they live accordingly esch day by the power of God, they
are living a 1ife of obedience that will glorify God.

IV. WITNESSING

Witnessing is to the spiritual 1ife what exercise is
to the physicel 1life, Witnessing plays a vitel pert in es=-
teblishing the new Christian,

We sre told in Harold Begbies, More Twice-Born
Men, that when a man has been saved from #in,

The surest way to meke his salvetion permanent
is t2§ him to go straightway and ssve another

men,

The eycle of evengellism is not complete until the evangelized
is evangelizing. It may be concluded that the end of training
the new convert is only reached when they have been trained
to win others end are at the task,

Witnsssing has been snother great fallure of the major-

ity of the church people. It has been resported that e church

17 Glenn Clark, The Soul's Sincere Desire, (Bostont
1ittle Brown & Co., 1950}, p. Z0.
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in Eorees required thet a new convert lesd someone else to
Christ before he was accepted into church membership, To
amplify the lack of witnessing eamong church members the fol-
lowing has been quoted from Dr. Fredrick H. Olert:

Of every 100 enrolled members, 5 cannot be found,

20 never pray, 25 never reed the Bible, 30 never

attend church, 40 never zive to any cause, 50

never go to Sunday Sehool, 60 never go to church

8% night, 70 never give to missions, 75 never do

any church work, 80 never go to prayer meeting,

90 do not have family wgrahip, 95 never win an-

other soul for Christ.l
It has been sltogether too easy for the new converts to sete
tle down into the complaeent pattern of the older members of
the church., If the new Christian hes become a soul winner
early in his Christisn experience, his effectiveness hes been
conesrved,

A mighty conserving influence in the early Methodist
chureh wes the pattern of having the convert openly state
his new-found faith before the church, After he did this,
it was expected of him thet he would be st the church ser-
vices end that he would witness by word of mouth to his cone
tinuing feith. Thie practice for conserving the converts has

largely pessed out of the modern church 1ife.

Baptism yet offers opportunity for the new Christian

18 George B, Sweazy, Effective Evangslism, (New York:
Herper & Brothers, 1953), pp. 206-207.
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to express publicly his new-found faith in Christ., Other
opportunities could be made svailable for the new Christisn
to express his continuing faith in the Lord. The other sace
rament, the Lord's Supper, could afford some opportunity for
this,

It may be concluded that witnessing is a vital part
of the Christian life. It 13 vital to the extension of the
Kingdom of God, &nd vitel for the welfare of the believer,
Arthur C, Archibeld said, "I have grave doubts sbout the
poesibillity of a convert being kept in power and joy, apert

from some form of witnessing."19

V. SUMMARY

essential to the
These four elements have been considerediChristian

life. Each of thess, the Word of God, Prayer, Witnessing
and Obedlence have Scriptursl foundstion as essentisls for
apiritusl health. Many have asttempted to meke & longer more
comprehensive list of advices to young Christians, however,
in the attempt to be exhsustive they too often have become
exhausting. They have emphasized so many things that the
convert often has not been sure what is importent, and being

unable to securely grasp enything, he too often has misced

19 ppchibeld, op. cit., p. 85,
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out on the basic essentisls, These four essentials thet heve
been so grephically illustreted by the wheel are easily remem-
bered, They desl with the most simple things of the Christisn
life. Surveys have shown thet most of the church members to=-
day have been lacking in the basic simple esszentiasls.,

Ezra had esch of these four in his 1ife as seen in
Ezra 7t10, "For Ezre had prepered his heart to seek the law
of the Lord, and do it, and to tesech in Israel statubtes and
judgments.” He prepared his heart in praver, to seek the law
of the Lord through study of the Seriptures, end to cbey 1it,

snd to wiltriegs and tesch it in Isrseel.



CHAPTER VII
FOLLOW-UP IN THE LOCAL CHURCH

One common fallure of churches hss bean that the task
of evangelizing the neighborhood has been left up to the pss-
tor. New converts have readily caught the spirit of the
older Christians in the church and heve settled down into
the same lethargetic pattern. Church statietics have re-
vealed that the church hes not been the "mighty ermy" it
could have been, Rolland Allen stated that the resson for
our failure in missionsry enterprizes 1s,

I believe, lergely due to the fact that we quench

thet Spirit . . . We educate our converts to

think, as ws, sccustomed to a long established

and highly organized church, naturelly think,

that none but duly eppointed ministers mey preach,

We dread ths possible mistakes of individual zeal.

The result is thet our converts hesitete to spesk

of religion to others. They throw the responsi- 1

bility upon the licensed evangelist end the mission,
This same atatement could apply to churches in the United
States. Local church leaders have at times even sought ways
to eool off the zeal of the new converts for fear thet it
would lesd some sstrey, or upset the pattern of the church,

Some shurches have been attempting to school thelr new
converts. Some denominations have been doing more than others

in this. However, many of these sttempts have been guided by

1 Rolland Allen, Missionsry Methods: St. Paul's or
Ours?, (London: World Dominion Fress, }s Po N

———
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the wrong motive. From studying samples of literature, 1t
is evident thet they have not been primarily interested in
helping the new Christien individuelly to become founded in
his Christien experience; they have instead been trying to
impart complete systems of worship and theology. The Epis-
eopal and Anglican churches have made the boast thet their
Prayer Book brings before the people the whole system of
faith year by year, They have sought to present their sys-
tem and preyer book; end hand it over to the new Chrietians.
It 18 too complete, for to & new convert it contains too
much, Tha new convert cannot grssp enything securely. This
same accusation could be justly made of the other protestant
denominations, Churches heve considered 1t their first task
to present the Articles of Feith or their particuler empha-
sis to the new convert, The catechetical treining class has
frequently been the only attempt made by churches to establish
their converts. This has not been adequate because it too
often has, primarily, a doetrinal and denominational orients-
tion, This has offered little appeal to the often floun-
derdng new Christien., Further, 1t has not been designed to

meet his foremost needs.

I. THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED

The pestor's responsibility., Church leaders have
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acknowledged that the first problem iInvolved in insugureting
& program in the loeal church hcs been getting pastors to
acknowledge and sccept their responsibility. Pastors need

to accept their responaibility; this does not msan they need
to try to.do 8ll the work themselves, The apostle Paul in
recognizing this responsibility said to Barnabss, ss recorded
in Acts 15:36, "Let's go and visit our brethren in every city
where we have preachad the Word of the Lord, and see how they
do." He wss described ae passing through Gslatia delivering
the decrees of the Jerusselem Council with the result reported
in Acts 16:5, "Phe churches were established in the faith

and incressed in number daily."

The normal pattern is for spirituel babes to be coming
regularly into the church family. The attitude of the church
towards these bebes in Christ should be the ssme es when a
baby is born intc our home--received with love and rejoieing,
gand cered for with tenderness and effection. If he is mede
to feel importent it will give him the feeling of acceptance
thet 1s necessary for growth in grace. It is the pestor's
job to act as the spiritual father. It needs to be kept in
mind that the convert 18 & spiritusl Infant. If he is well
born, he 1a heelthy and normal, but he 1s atill dependent.

He needs to be fed, loved, protected and instructed. He
needs to be cared for with the same diligence, patience snd

understending ass & physical baby. If he hasn't received such
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csre and has been ebandoned to teke care of himself, the rs-
sult often has been the loss of an eternal life. Such neglect
often-times forever has ruined the church's opportunities with
that person, It hes at times resulted in making them bitter
enemies of the Goapel and the church,

If the echurch duties and evangelistic endsavors have
been keeping people so buamy thaet they have been neglecting
to care for the converts, then they had better re-evaluate
the uge of their time and energy.

Of all those concerned with the nurturing end devel-
oping of converts, the pastor hass accepted the most definite
responsibility. Wise ministers have enlisted the assistance
of teachers and devoted laymen to help the converts across
the months snd years to develop them into mature and useful
Christisna,

To implement a program of follow-up in the local church,
the pestor could employ the following suggestions which have
grown out of this study: {1) There c¢ould be recognition from
the pastor., It could be in the form of a written letter.

It could inelude & personal call or series of calls. (2) The
pastor could provide the convert w ith prepared gids in Bible
study and other helpful literature such as devotionsl sids,
(3) The pastor could appoint a "fellowship friend" for esch
new Christisn. If poesible that friend should be of the same

sex and near the same age as the new Christisn., These "Fel-
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lowship Friends" should be trained before this essignment in
specisl classes for the purpose. (lij) The pastor could direct
8 week-night spiritusl life course, Thias course should be
largely reserved for the new Christiasns and their "fellowship
friends",

Arthur C, Archibald gave the following suggestions to
the psstor in this regard., Esch convert neseds a deep and
continued personal interest from the psstor. The pastor has
opportunity to be their confidant snd counsellor in spiritual
problems, Special classes for instruction have been helpful.
He could tesch the convert how to read his Bible and how to
have private devotions., He has opportunity to emphasize the
benefits in church sttendance. He could help them in Scripe
ture memory. He might also direct a class in public speech
to equip them to witness.?2

In snticipetion of converts before a planned evengel=
istic series, a special class may be scheduled for the per-
sonal workers, who also could be the "fellowship friends"
thet would do the follow-up. As a part of this class, 1t
would be well to set up & hypothetical case., With the uae
of the bleck board and notes, trace through step by step what
should be done for followe-up., In this the pastor should pro-

2 ppthur C. Archibald, Esteblishing the Converts,
(Philadelphia: The Judson Press, 1952), p. O3,
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vide suitable materizls and sids for the "fellowship friends”
to use., In sll probebility, the grestest job of follow~up
will be done by these trained lay workers,
The pre-revivel training should include principles

of teaching., Attention would need to be given to the special
needs of the new convert., The "fellowship friends" should be
conversant with these and have some 1dea of how to meet the
needs. The pastor 18 uniguely responsible for the follow-up
of converts, but this does not mean thet he will do the whole
task single-handed., Nesr the end of the Billy Greham crusade
in Scotlend in 1955, Billy Greham seld the following to the
ministerisl group.

If you minieters fail to go out and help these

people who need spiritual growih, there could be

a revolution of laymen in Scotlsnd with the bles

sings outside rather than inside the church.

There could well be a dissster unless _the clergy

takes its place of proper leadership.
The pestor's job would be to lead and coordinate the follow~
up program in his church.

The Church's responsibility. At least half of the

church's evangelistic reaponsibility comes after people have
mede their decisions. Whether these decislions were gained

through preeching, visiting, in the church school, at a young

3 George Burnhem, A Mission Accomplished, (Westwood,
New Jersey: Fleming H, Revell Co.J, p. 53.
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pecple's conference--and no metter how searching they may
have been-«a great deal 13 still to be done before the new
Christisns could be regarded ss safely started in the Chris-
tisn 1life end in the chursh,

When you have secured the enroliment of & person
in the Christisn 1ife; you have obligated yourself
end the church in the sgme feshion as two psrents
who bring a child into the world . . . To the
converts who have no ecclesiaesticel bsckground
there is @& strange unfemiliasrity. It 1E &8 strange
new world. A good start is imperative,

What shell we do with converts? Conserve them,

of course, to the church. ©8See that the church

hes done sverything in its power to contribute

to their growth in grace, to their Christien

training, and enliastment in winnin§ others and

in the activities of the churech, hey must be

integrated or the harvesting efforts finally ra11.5
There ars four sspects to follow-up so far as the church has
been concerned: (1) To help the new member to maintein s
vital living falthy (2) through participation to help them
grow into active church members; (3) to provide for them much
needed fellowship and feeling of acceptance; (4) to help them
to become vital Christiens in daily conduet and sociel rzspone
2ibility. In the churches that have done this the peopls and

the psstor heve accepted their responsiblility of follow-up.

L Dawson C. Bryan, A Hendbook of Lvangelism for Laymen,
{Neshvillet Abingdon Press, I94EJ, p. 90,

5 Archibald, op. cit., p. 108,
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The work of follow-up haes not been suceessful when it has
been entirely left up to the already overworked pestors,.

It is the tesk of the whole church to suppert the follow~up
work with their interest and prayers.

The Sundey school has played a very importent pert in
establishing the convert, The Sundgy school teachers have
welcomed new Christisns into their classes if they ere not
already membera, The Sunday school has had an excellent ope
portunity to help the convert to adjust tbh the Christien 1life
and to keep him in the Way. Dr, Harold C, Mason pointed out
that, the Sundey school helped reach the people and prepare
them for salvation., He atated that the Sundsy school wes sn
ingathering agency and that 1t wes a conservation agency.

Thus the Sunday aschool wins, holds and nurtures as

the other hslf of the aphere of evengelism. It is

less spectaculer, less emotionel than ghe revivel

meeting, but 1s equdlly indispenssble.
The Sundey school tescher may well be the best person to as-
sign ss the "fellowship friend". The "fellowship friend"
should be a werm-hesrted, mature Christisn, preferably the
one who helped the convert understand the gospel and bring
him to the plasce of the new blrth.

5t, Paul cherged the Romen chureh in this regard in

6 Harold C. Mason, "Keys to Sunday School Evengelism",
The Sundey Sehool Journal, 41:9-10, Jz2nuary, 1956,
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Romens 15:1,2, "We then that are strong ought to bear the
infirmities of the week, and not %o please ourselves. Let
every one of us please his neighbour for his good to edifi-
cation." He continued, in verse 7, "Wherefore receive ye
one another, sz Christ slso received us to the glory of God."
To the chureh at Gelatia he cherged the following?

Brethren, if & men be overtsken in e fault, ye

which are spirituel, restore such en one in the

sp’rit of meekness; considering thyself, lest

thou alsc be tempted. Bear ye one gnother's bur-

dens, snd so fulfill the law of Christ,
It has besn of no value for the older Christiesns to be quick
end ready to condern the new Christisn because he hes failed
in some regerd, If, on occesion, & new Christisn has fallen
in some way, church members have been known to express the
doubts they hed regerding thet individuel from the beginning.
Without reslizing it, they heve accused themselves for their
lack of perental care for the bsbe in Christ, According to
the Bible, the stronger meture Christians sre to be of spe-
cial help to the new Christians. It haes not been enough to
cause people to mske en initiel start in the Christian life,

but that they heve continued in it 2nd have become useful teo

the chureh in spreading the gospel to othara.

7 Galatians 6:1.
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II. PRIRCIPLES INVOLVED IK ESTABLISHING THE CONVERT.

Firstly, experience has taught that God's guidance is
imperative a8 to which "fellowship friend" would be suited
for & specific convert, Some personalitiss have nstural con-
fliets., The convert should be helped by someone in which he
has confidence. The naturel one to do the follow-up is the
apiritual parent, i, e., the one that led him to his decision.
This however has not alweys been possible nor wise. Each
convert should be sssigned & "fellowship friend", God has
elways opensd the door of accessibility to the heart of the
new convert, Much prayer end time therefcre needs to be spent
before and after the assignment has been made.

Secondly, & further contact needs to be mede with the
convert within s few hours after conversion by his respective
"fellowship friend". The time limit wae arbitrary, they sald,
but a time limit had to be set. They set this time limit for
their counsellors to contact those they deelt with after the
meetings. They suggested that the first contact might be in-
formal, During this first contact the "fellowship friend"
weg to learn all he could ebout the convert. He was to en-
courage the convert to talk about his spiritual background,
Something in this regard may be leasrned from that great man
of prayer, Fenelon, He said the following in a letter dated

July 19, 1712:
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Speek little; listen much, think far more of under-
standing hesrts and of adspting yourself to their
needes then of saying clever things to them . . .
Never say more than is needed, but let whatever you
do say bs sald with entire frenkness., Let no one
fear to be decelved by trusting you . . . Keep
track of all who come to you, and follow them up,
if they seem disposed to escape. You should become
all things to all the childreg of God, for the sake
of geining every one of them.

The first contact with the convert should essure him that he
has someone truly interested in his spiritual welfare, At
times, it hss been wise not to revesl the fact that a "fel-
lowship friend"™ has been assigned to him.

Thirdly, it hes alweys been helpful when a sincere
concern for the convert's welfare hag besen manifested by the
“fellowship friend". The ideal person for the "fellowship
friend” is e person with an aettitude like Timothy, whom Paul
sent to Philippi.

But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timotheus
shortly unto you, that I elso may be of good com-
fort, when I know your state., Por I have no man
likeminded, who will naturally care for your state,
For sll seek thgir own, not the things which are
Jesus Christts.
Again, in his snxiety for the faith of the Thessalonien Chris-

tians, Psul called upon Timothy to go.

8 John S, Bonnell, Psycholo for Pastor and People,
(New York: Harper & Bros., I%ﬂB), Pe

9 Philippians 2:19-21,
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Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we

thought 1t good to be left st Athens alone; and

send Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God

and our fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ,

to establis%oyou, and to comfort you concerning

your feith.
Laymen of sueh caliber have been of Invalusble s1d to the
minister in conserving the results of evangelism. The mine
ister should look for some of these qualities in the "fellow-
ship friends" he intends to appoint. Clssses for training
these workers have been & mesns of finding which onea were
the best quelifled for this task of follow-up care.

Pourthly, the "fellowship friend" needs to spend time
with the new Christisen regularly. Lorne Sanny suggested at
leest one contact a week, During the initiel contact, ar-
rangements could be mede for another meeting time for the
two. A goel could be chosen for the use of the time when
they are together, It might be Just for the purpose of
sharing one snother's burdsns in prayer, It might be for
studying the Bible together, or memorizing the Scriptures,
This time might include & shering of the blessings that one
has received from the Lord,
The "fellowship friend" hes the job of doing indi-

vidusl follow-up. This type of individusl follow-up has

been attempted by the Navigators in comnection with the

10 I Thessalonians 3:1,2,.
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in

the Follow-Up Training Course taught by Lorne Sanny in con-

nection with the Chetanooge, Tennessee Campsign:

Follow-up, the principles of cperation.

Relation of follow-up to personel evengelism,
What 18 your vision, g8 you do personsl evan-
gelism? Do you see names on cards as the gosl,
or do you see in that person the potential of
their winning neighbors, friends, etc.?
Advantages of individusl follow-up.

1.

2,

3.

2,

b,

Ce

How

.

Ce

d.

Individual needs vary ee much as individ-
uals vary. Has snyone ever spent fifteen
minutes with you to show you how you can
use your life to glorify God?

Everyone mey do it--there 1s someone you
can help., However, 1lndividual work is
more difficult; the one helped chooses

the subject., He will be checking up on
you, es you on him}

It insures personal spplication, providing
a personal check-up, With e group, can
only hope they epply the instruction.
Telling is not tesching, With the individ-
ual, you cen see them meke the application.
to start socmeone-~principles to follow:
Tell wh -=ghow importenee of memory end

study end why you use it. Awaken

the need; begin at & point of interest to
them--witnessing, prosperity, ete. give

2 verse on it. Trust God to creste desire,.
Show how--there is s vast difference be-
Tween telling how and showing how.

Get them started--There 1s & right way and
& wrong way. UDon't push, but ask them to
prey ebout it snd let you know what God
would heve them do. Arguing into Scrip-
ture memory, or Bible =tudy will not sell
them on it. If they take the initiative
in starting, you have more leverage to
fellow-up.

Keep them going--Check up on them, Once
they have stsrted volunterily, help them
resch snd maintain their goel, You have

a little right to put pressure on if they
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wanted you to help them.

e. Reproduce the process-~-See to it thst
they in due time pass what f?ey lserned

on to someocne else 1In need.
The materiel presented by Mr. Sanny in the courses he tsught
has not been Jjust theory on how to work with other men, but
1t came out of his own experience. He presented & simple
five point pattern for the "fellowship friend" to follow, as
hes been quoted under division thres sbove,

'Pifthly, the "fellowship friend” could take his man
with him on various occasione., This was s principle that
Christ used in the training of the twelve., "And he ordsined
twelve, that they should be with him, and thet he might send
them forth to preseh . . ."}2 The apostle Psul recognized
the importance of this and used this method in training Tim-
othy.

e o o« behold a certein disciple wes there, nemed
Timotheua, the son of & coertain womsn, which was a
Jewess, end believed; but his father wes a Greek:
Which was well reported of by the brethren that
were at Lystre and Ieonium. Him would Paul have

to go forth with him; and took and circumcised him
because of the Jews which were in those quarters:l3

From these 1t has been determined thst the espostle took his

11 ;orne Sanny, "Follow-up Instruction" (unpublished
class instruction notes given before the counsellor training
clsss, Chattenooga, Tennessee, 1953), p. 6.

12 5t. Mark 3:1L.

13 fets 16:1-3.
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best converts with him on occasion for specisl training.
Using this pattern the "fellowship friend” could take his
new convert with him to chureh, ¥Youth for Christ meetings,
or other special Christien méetings. If possible, it would
be good to spend a holiday togethsr, or plan 2 iime of re-
creation together. The purpose of this lighter fellowship
is for gaining repport. DMany have acknowledged thet it is
necessary to galn the confidence of an individual before he
will accept spiritusl instruction.

Lastly, the new Christian needs to be ziven & job to
do, Meny authors have emphasized the importance of putting
Christians to work. The new Christian often has & natural
desire to begin doing something. They will have a sense of
usefulness 1f they heve been given & Job to do. Whenever
the new Christien has accepted the challenge to witness to
his neighbors, friends and fellow-workmen he has discovered

a grester joy in Christlan living.
III. SUMMARY

The purpose of this chapter has been to snumerate cer-
tain principles of convert culture for use in the church sit-
uation in sttempting & program of follow-up has been two fold,
Pirst, the pastor has responsibilities to accept. Secondly,
the church people heave responsibilities toward the converts

to be fulfilled. Certain principles were enumersted regarding
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the method to be used. This deelt with the assignment of

the "fellowship friend", his first contact, his concern, the
time spent with the convert snd other associstions, The last
consideration under this division wss the convert's need of

opportunities for service.



CBAPTER VIIIX
AN EXAMPLE OF MASS MEETING FOLLOW-UP
I. THE BILLY GRAHAM PROGRAM

Many evengelists of the past eentury provided little
in the way of conserving the fruits of their meetings. This
was especlally true in the large community-wide campaigns,
This has been & commonly known critiecism of large-scele evan-
gelistic meetings, Much of the skepticism of the value of
mass evengelism hes been diminished by the results of the
follow~up work in comnnection with the recent Billy Graham
campaigns,

One yesr following the London Crusade of 1954, Stane
ley High made & survey checking the lasting effTects of the
meetings. He stated that the meetings resulted in 38,000
decisions for Christ, He mede scores of interviews with
churchmen of many denominsation, church editors, laymen end
converts, He asked these queastions:

Whet has happened to the Crussde's converts? What
remeine of the dedicetion and zesl which waz stirred
among S0 many pfoachers and echurchea? Was it all

a passing show?

The snswers which he reported were supported by s mass of

1 stanley High, "Do Billy Grahem's 'Crusades' Have
Lasting Effects”, Resders Digeat, 67:77-82, September, 1955.
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facts and firsthand testimony:

A surprisingly large number of the Crusade's con-
verts are csrrying on; the dedication and gzeal
eroused et Harringay, far from waning after =
year, are on the increase; Billy Grshem, in the
words of one of Englend's most widely known reli-
gious leaders, 'hes sroused an sppetite for reli-
gion which puts before us an opportunity such as
we have not had in this_century to claim the soul
of the nation for God.!

At the beginning of Billy Graham's popularity, during the
big revival in Los Angeles, he felt the need for an effective
program of follow-up to accompany his crusades. It wes in
1948, thet he approached Dawson Trotman, the late president
of the Navigetors Inc., with the matter of taking charge of
the followe-up for hils crusades.
Unlike meny evangelists of the past who left con-
verts to floundsr for themselves after a campaign
was over, Billy has & follow-up orgenization whieh
keeps in touch for st lesst six months with each
person meking e decision., Men, women, end children
are provided materisls and encoursgement to read
the Bible, preay regularli, witness for Christ and
get in en active church.
Apperently, this has been the first attempt made, on such a
scele, to conserve the effects of large evengelistic cam-

paigns. Dr. Robert Colemen stated, "I think that these

2 High, _QB. 01to’ Pe 770

3 George Burnham, Billy Graham: A Mission Accomplished,
(Westwood, New Jersey: Fleming H, Revell Co., 1955), p. Sh.



$9

methods will set a pattern for other mass meeting cam],:migm:.")4

Sam Shoemeker was appsrently disappointed from the re-
sulta of the cempeign in the New York Gathedral with Bryen
Green of England in 1948, It 414 not result in s continuing
spiritual movement, and he attributed it to the fsect thet the
follow-up consisted mainly in a clergy committee which after
awhile just stopped meeting.

He was disappointed that the clergy themselves did
not scknowledge their own need to be further con-
verted, and there were not & helf-dozen parishes
prepared to follow-up the results of the mlission
by anything except making these new converts_into
just the kind of people we had slready . . .

The basie principles of follow-up heve been the seme
in personal evsngelism or in mass meetinga. In this regard
Billy Greham seid, "There is no such thing es mass evangelisnm,
Each person must mske up his own mind whether to accept Christ
or not."6 It has been evident that the whole follow-up pro-
eedure of the Graham crusader was designed by Mr. Trotman
with the individual csare principle in mind, Each one of the

thousends who heve mede decisions for Christ in the campaigns

b Robert Colemen, stated in perscnal interview,
April, 1956.

5 Lloyd Knox, "Congregestions Communiecating Christ",
(unpublished lecture given at Minister's Workshop, Wichits,
Kansss, Sept. 1955).

6 Bruce Reed, "The Follow-Up", Moody Monthly, 55:42,
October, 195h4.
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have been given personal attention and help,

It has been reported that there are two factors that
hsve attributed to the successful follow-up program. First,
they had a remarkeble system devised that ensbled & minimum
number of workers to resch & meximum number of people. This
system included a series of specislly designed materiels
which were given to the converts. Second, the system and
materiasls would not have been successful hsd 1t not been for
the corps of feithful trezined counsellors that have worked
with them in each major cempaign.

The spiritual energy of many expsriencad Chris-~

tiens which was often being used ineffectively

found a stimulus and directlion in the methods of

the Billy Grahem tesm., This gave them a grester

reslization of their responsibilities es Chria-

tians and treined them in such a way that they

understood how to be cf;ective in the all-impor-

tant work of follow~up.
During the past four yesars, thousands of lay men snd women,
a2 well &8s pastors end church workers have been trained %o
do personal work and follow=-up in connection with the Billy
Grahem evangelistic crusades, This training consisted in
ten hours of lectures plus printed notes snd i1llustrations,
The trained workers then hsve been given opportunity to use

whet they have gained in class,
The Billy Grahem campaigns have been using three

7 Ibid., re 90.
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different meens of follow-up. (1) A minister or church re-
presentative wes asked to make immediate contact with esach
convert that expressed his church ss preference. (2) The
crusede offices hsve kept in contact with the converts through
the meens of mimeographed lstters., Some of these letters were
usually written by Billy Grahem, and the others were written
by the follow-up committee or the director. These letters
usually have had words of encoursagement or suggestions on
the Christien 1ife, (3) The third means has been that given
by the counsellors. The initial contact with the counsellor
was meds when the individual ceme forward to the counselling
tent. After this the counsellors were invested with the
responsibllity to contact the convert asgain within forty~
elght hours., This was to be by phone, with the representative
from the preferred church that gave the needed personael contsct,
The pettern has been that when a person has gone for-
werd in & meeting he was paired off with e counsellor of his
game sex and sge, After heving been seated in the counselling
tent, & few words of instruction have generally been glven
by Billy Graham or an associste, After sssurance has been
geined by the convert, the record was to be filled out. The
meterialse used in the particular cempalign were given to the
convert, and he was introduced to an advisor. The advisor

sought to help the convert further if he needed it. The
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record csrds thet were filled out were used by the follow-up
director to keep in contect with the convert, to send the
names to the pastors and to invite the converts to special
meetings designed to help them in their spirituel 1lives, In
England these meetings were csl led ‘teas!, Speciel mestings
were held seperately for the men end women, Others were held
for merried couples and professionsl groups.

Following 1z e list of the materials thet were suthore
ized for use in Tye Grester London Crusade of 1954, This 1ist
included most of the msterials used in the American crussdes,
with & few supplementel pileces. This 1list and deseription
was mede by Lorne Sanny to ald in instructing the counsellors,

A, Step I Beginning with Christ (B Rations in
the U. ST"§77—~“5
1. This 1s &n excellent tool for use with
older as well as with younger Christisns,
2. In showing the velue of memory, show
them Step 1. Go over the msin pointe end
gsome questions the booklet snswers,.
3. If they wish to atart, let them begin on
Step I, finish it and then securs the

Going on with Christ packet.
B, Step I Uoing On With Christ (Instruetion in

Righteousness in U, S.

1. Thies followus Beginning With Christ, Be
sure they continue to review Step I deily
while memorizing these new verses,

2. Hote the promise and command idea of Step

c., To 1cal Memor Syatem
“IE-THiF"?3T%d§§-EE; first two steps.

2. It coneists of cerefully selected verses
designed to meet baslc needs in the Chris-
tien 1life.

3, The topicel serrangement assists in appli-
cation end use.




D,

E,

F.

G.

4. It teaches the "how of memorizing Serip-
tures consistently through supplementary
booklets. It provides a system.

Introductory Bible Study.
1. Thig is raeommenaeg as the best study

with which to start.

2. It is tne product of ten yesrs study
with meny people,

3. It is deasigned on the question end an-
swer basls, sending the student to the
Word for the snswer, which he writes in
his own words.

ke It includes sections in each chepter on
application.

Bagies Bible Work for Young Believers, by Keith

. Brooks,

1., This is the courss chosen to follow the
Introductory Bible Study.

2. It is of the same pattern, 1. e. a pro-
vocative question with suggested Scripe
ture refsrences,

3, The answer is to be in the student’s own
words end not a mere copy of the verses.

Seserch the Seripture, (8. T. S.) study.

1. It covers four basie things.

&, Point of the Passsge . . .,

b. Parsllel Pesszges ., . .

¢. Problems of the Pessage . . .
d. Profit of the Pesssge . . .

2. This is designed to follow the Intro-
ductory Bible Study and Basic Bible Work
in seguence.

The Christisn Life studies by Ernest P, Kevan,
of London Bible Gollege. It offers a series
of twenty-two lezsons concerning the Christian
1life.

1. "Whet Has Happened?"

2., "How Can I be Sure?"

3, "Why Should I Prey?"

i, "Is 1t Possible Not To Sin?"

5. "How Do I Keep Going'"

6. "Are There Any Instructions?®

7. %"Should I Join A Churech?"

8., "What About Other Peogle?“

9, "The Evil Celled Sin,

10. "How to Worship God."
11. "The Saviour We Know,"

103
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12, "Whet Christ Has Done."

13, "The Grave That Is Empty."”

1, "Right About Turn."

15, "Stretching Out Two Hands,"
16, "A New Standing Ground,"

lg. "The Standards To Be Reached."
18, "Private Property.”

19, "Underetnndinﬁ the Bible."

20. "Church Life.

21, "When We Die." ,

22, "The Next Time Men See Jesus,”

H, The Executive Committee voted go give s copy
of Billy Graham's book, Feace With God to each
convert.B

Much toward conserving converts of the Grester London
Crusede was in the hands of the ministers and their churches,
Attention wes, therefore, given before and through-out the
campaign to trein church lesders and the counsellors for this
'tﬂak.

Before the London crussde started, Dawson Trotman ed-
dressed the group of coopersting ministers on the counselling
gend follow-up procedure of the campalgn., In this address he
told of the imprortant tesk the churches had in following-up
the converts,

The morning after a decision has been recorded, e
letter is sent from the Crussde office to the min-
ister of the church to which the convert belongs,
or for which he hes indictted a preference. The
minister 1s told of the steps which have so far
been taken to help the convert and he is asked to
arrange for him to be visited et the earliest op-

portunity. The minister is also sent a reply paid
ecard in order that he may inform the Crusede office

8 Lorne Sanny, "Follow-Up Instruction Class Notes",
(unpublished notes from Greater London Evangelistic Crusade,

195L).
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thet he is meking this personal contact with the
convert, If the card 1s not returned within a
week, & second letter is sent to the minister,
politely asking for informetion about the new con-
vert, This letter slsc indicetes that if no reply
is received, the Crussde office will be compelled
to pass on the nasme of the new convert to snother
minister who will be willing to help him,

Everything possible is thus done to insure that
each convert is linked with & locel churech, Fure-
ther, in order to asslst the churches which will
be receiving new converts, specisl clesses sare
arranged during the course of the Crussde so that
they may know how to welcome and csre for the new
converts and build them up in the fellowship of
the church, and encoursge them in every possible
way to become good and faithful soldiers of Jezus
Christ,

It will be soon thet the ultimate eim of this fole
low-up programme 18 to link the converts from the
Crusade to the local churches, with a view to
their being treined in worshlp, Bible knowledgs
end Christisn lesdership. The eventusl success,
or otherwise, of the whole scheme depends upon the
sympathetiec snd wholehearted co-operstion of the
churches and their ministers., When this 1s given,
there is every reason to believe that under God
the results of the crusadg will prove to be true
and lasting in character.

To amplify the importance of ministerial co-operation in a
maes meeting follow-up cempaign, the following has been taken
from the book, Billy Graham: Mission Aceomplished, by George

Burnhsm:

The pastor of one church wrote that his congre-
gations went all-out for the Harringaey crusade.

9 pDawson Trotman, "The Follow-Up Work", (unpublished
telk at a conference of Christian ministers, London, 1954),

pe 5.
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They made a house~to-house csnvass of the people
in the parish asnd provided free transportstion to
the meetinga. The pastor seld thet as & result
the membership of his church has tripled since we
left, The pastor of asnother church in London wrote
that he was sgeainst Harringay meeting from the
start and wanted no pert of it. The congregation
did nothing., 8Still, in an effort to criticize the
meeting at this dete, he sald that thirty of the
people who made dscisions there had listed his
church as their preference., He didn't contact
these thirty, and to prove his point thst the de-
eisions were not real, he said only about ten of
the people ever zhowed up for services. In his
letter he seid he had taken in sbout two families,
but wes pretty igre one of these was dissatisfled,
I don't wonder!

It has been evident that en important peart of follow-up was
placed in the hends of the ministers and churches by the
Graham csmpaigns, Without wholehearted and devoted work on
the part of the churches, 1ittle permanent gain would have
been realized. However, with the sctive pertieipation in
the campaigns snd by the feithful follow-up of the converts,
some churches have had merked results.

To emplify the greatness of the task of follow-up in
the London Crusade, the following ststistics have been given,
For the first twelve weeks of the Grester London Cruseade,
March 1 through May 22, 1954, the totel attendsnce was
2,047,333, This netted in 38,447+ enquirers. Of these,

seventy-five per cent came forward for salvetion. Forty per

10 pyrnham, op. cit., pp. 36-37.
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cent of the seekers indicated they were church members and
8ixty per cent indicsted that they were not church members.
Stetistics showed that there were more women converts than
men and thet most of them wers in the teen~age category or
young adult category.ll

Men docisions................................:3&%

ages
) to 11 R R RN 8%
12 tol LR BB B A B B B BT B B BN BB BCBK A B BN BN W NN ] 25%
15 toe 1 esseev sePUNI N IOEREOIEELORER T 27%
19 to 29 SsNcRsEsINERER SIS OIORBGERIGEES 10%
30 to h? CuUsesesessstersasessssnsen 1%
5O and OVOr .uveerseacacsosssncsnss

wmon decision‘"..."'....'....."....'......66%
ages
to 11 QT A2 S P2 NN 0SB NEOEBOERIBEBIESETILS 8%
12 to IR N AN R R R R AN RN LR ENEREN] 25%
15 tol S seeoebvussEs B avEVTRISEBTRDRE 7%
19 0 29 sesvevccscsssscoscssocesne 17%
30 %o h? eBseNsesOsEEBIIIIROIOEEIOETRIETDS %
50 and Over S o8 S B SIN BB GCHEOERES OSSN 8% 12

To evaluate the follow-up work done in the Greater
London Crusade, 1t could be seid that nothing short of the
system and program that was used would have been asdequate.
Apparently, the follow-up program used by them was far shead
of anything thet had been herstofore attempted.

n Lorne Sanny, "Notebook on the Greater London Evan-
gelistic Crusede”, (unpublished records and notes, London,

1954 ).
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II. SUMMARY

To summerize, the program of follow-up used by the
Billy Graham team has bsen unique. Billy Grshem personally
saw the importance of follow-up in eonnection with evangel-
istic campaigns., He has attempted to do something about it.
The methods, used. by his team)have been pioneer sttempts in
the field, and have been sstting e pattern that may be fol-
lowed by other evengelists, The surveys mede by Stanley High
and George Burnham have shown thet the followe-up program was
effective in London, The materiels used during the ocampaigns
were especislly designed for new converts., The value of this
was seen in results of the follow-up, The msteriels, however,
would not heve been as sffective if steps had not been taken
to train counsellora and ministers how to use the materials
and follow-up a new Christian, From the statistics on the
converts, it is evident that the London crusade was success-
ful in reaching meny who were not previously church members.
The ministers were given & greet responsibility to try to
conserve the fruite of the crusade snd to integrste the peo-
ple into their church life. Ministers who d4id not cooperste
in this task, ssw 1ittle benefit from the Crussde, but those

that did cooperate had a marked gain,



CHAPTER IX
THE CONCLUSICKS OF THE STUDY

The ultimste success of a revival meeting has besn told
not by the numbers thet were reportedly converted, but by the
number that were established and integrated into the church,
There heve been two extremes in caring for the convert., On
the one hand, some have been overly-soclicitous of the cone
vert's welfare, snd on the other hand some hsave neglected to
give them any cere. This study hes sought to show the impore
tence of cering for the converts. It was stated that the pure
pose of convert culture is to help the convert toward the end
of being a Christ-centered Bpirit-filled Christien. The spir-
ituel cere given the new convert should be designed to help
meet his foremost needs first,

The term follow~up is essentially the same as the term
follow~-through used in athletics. It wes shown that follow-up
wes important in the fields of selesmanship and sthleticas,

It mey be concluded that follow-up is important in the field
of evengelism, The flelds of evengelism and follow-up are
mutually dependent. Effective evangelism hes had a program

of followeup. Effective follow-up hes grown out of progrems

of evangellsm.



110
I. THE BACKGROUND OF FOLLOW=UP

It hes been shown that the care of new converts wss
of vital concern to the apostles and the early church, Var=
ious methods were used with e dezree of effectiveness during
the periods of spiritual height throughout the history of the
church. In the later periods of the church's hiastory, the
care of converts wae thrust into the background, and the cone
coern. of the minister or the priest was lsrgely for the cor-
porate body and not for the individuel person,

History hes taught that it wes necessary for the early
church to use the catechumensl clesses to ensble converts from
Roman beackground to satisfactorily make the transition to the
new life in Christ, John Eliot realized that 1f his converts
ware going to persist in the Christian life, 1t would be neces-
sery to give them special help, John Wesley formulated the
cluss meetings which were & mighty conserving force in Meth-
odism, The modern missionery movement has demonstrated that
missioneries from the beginning have realized that converts
to Christ from heathenism have needed a very special type of
culture and sssistance. While some of the methods used by
the early missionaeries hsve proven inadequate end sometimes
injurious to the finel cause, their attempts heve demonstrated
the essentlelity of convert care,

1t hss been shown thst the field of follow-up evengelism
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is not new, nor is it something of peripheral importance,
Therefore, the modern church hes needed to re-evaluste this
matter of cering for its converts. It has needed to seek
better and more effective methods for establishing their con-
verts, Twentieth eentury converts to Christ have need of aid
in meking the transition from the secular and sometimes pagan

ways of the world,
II. TOWARD ESTABLISHING THE CONVERT

Growth in grace normelly follows the rebirth. Excep~
tions to this have for some reason not matured in the Chris-
tisn 1ife, Often, pecple have excused lack of growth because
they haven't hed time, The ides has been prevalent in the
paat that one cennot expect to reach spirituesl stature unless
he hes retired from a normel ective 1life, What hsas been
nesded has been & method to induce spiritusl growth in the
lives of everage busy Christien peovle in ell wslks of life.
Another resson that was shown for the lack of growth was that
the convert has often not recelved the amssistance he has
needed throughout the critical period Just following the con-
verasion experience,

An analysis was mcde in this study of the gensral
needs of the convert, They were as follows: a definite con-

version experience; understanding and acceptance; essurance
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of selvetion} to learn how to meet temptation successfully;
to learn how to develop an effective devotional 1ife; to be
eccepted into the fellowship of & church body; to mecept the
sscraments; opportunities for sctive Christian service;j to
make 2 full surrender; speciasl instructional help.

The besic needs of the convert were considered next,
They were diagremed with the use of & wheel with four spokes.
Esch essential was represented by one spoke. The two verticle
spokes were the Word of God and prayer, These were dssignsted
az the "inteke" chennels, The two horizontel srokes were cobe-
dience snd witnessing. These were designated as the "outlet"
channels, It was shown thst sach ona of these elements are
indispensable for Chriatisn spiritusl health. It was shown
that the sverace twentieth century convert has needed speciel
helr in developing each of the baslc asreass of his spiritual
1ife,

III, IMPLEMENTING THE PROGRAM

The church has & fourfold responsibility toward helping
{ts new converts. (1) It has the responsibility toward helping
the new members msintain & vitel living faith, (2) Through
participation, 1t needs to help them to grow into sctlve re-
aponsibtle church members. (3) The church has opportunity to

provide the converts with much needed feeling of acceptance
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and fellowship. (L) The chureh hes the responsibility to
help them become vitsl Christiens in daily conduct and socisl
responsibllity,

The pastor has e unique res;onsibility towerd new con-
verts, He may be 2 greet source of encoursgement snd inspire
ation for them., The pastor 1s in the position to eppoint a
"fellowship friend” for each convert. The pestor needs to
direct end coordinate the work of the "fellowship friends".
The pastor may direct a class for the new converts. The in-
terest that pastors have shown in the lives of new converts
has generally brought a reedy response, Where the pastor
has attempted to carry the whole burden of spiritusl followe
up himself, it has fallen short of whet it could be. The
most successful programs of church follow-up have been using
the laymen.

In the f1eld of mase evangelism, the Billy Grahsam
evengelistic crusedes have been setting & new psttern. Even-
gelists have been known to dismiss their responsibillty for
follow=-up by saying that they were celled to evangelize end
not to establish the believers, They heve staeted that it
ahould be the task of the chureh to do the follow-up, This
however hss not been true with Billy Grahem, BSurveys have
been mede regerding the lasting effects of his converts., A

lerge percentage have been shown to be continuing after a
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yeer's time. This has added to the measure of his acceptabil-
ity as an evangelist. Pollow-up has been the forgotten phase
of evangelism, on both the local church level and on the mass

meeting level,
IV, RECOMMENDATICKRS

More books on this subject heve been needed., The 1i-
braries and card catelogues have testified to the neglect of
this field. Comparatively spesking there sre ten books on
the subject of evangellsm for every one book on conserving
the fruits of evangelism., Further, there has been & need for
suitable spiritually graded Bible mtudy materisls and devo-
tional aids that stress application end send the convert to
the Word of God directly.

There hss been a definite need to revise the smphasis
of catecheticel and membership treining classes., It iz recom~
mended thet the emphesis be plesced first on meeting the spir-
ituel needs of the new convert rather than trying to orient
him to the particuler patterns and beliefs of a certain de-
nomination. The convert needs, primsrily, to leern how to
reed and study his Bible, and pray. He should be shown how
to witness end given examples of obedience.

It is further recommended that follow-up be given spe-

cisl emphesis in ministers workshops end seminars., There
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could be seminary classes on tris all-importsnt subject.
Pastors need to be treined in meeting the elementary needs
of the new Christien,

Follow-upr was included in the Great Commlission given
by the Lord Jesus Christ., Therefore, 1t has a rightful place
in every evangelistic erusade, The nature of the church of
tomorrow is dependent upon how we have beonvtraining the con-

verts of today.
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