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CHAPTER I
INTROOUGTION

Sinoce the beginning of Wordd war I, there have devel~
opad, first in England, end later 4in the Unitsd Btates,
varloue prograns for caring for the preschool child outeide
e own home. Some of the projects have involved mere phy-
sioal care, while others have sought to educate the young
ehlld ae well., The most resant Asvelopment in the fleld
has bean the church®s interest in combining preschool educaw
tion with Ohriatian nurture.

I. 7THE PROBLER

Statenent of the problem, The church has slways been
interezted in the (hristian aducation of young children, and
has long had inatitutions sueh ag the "Cradle Hell™ to ine-
dicate 1ts interest and convern for thelr imtual welfare.
Howevsr, 1t has not besn until recently that the olmreh han
sought %o extend 1%s progras of Chriatian educstion thwough
a weakday school for very young ohildrem. In such a ven-
ture, the chursh athexpts fo malntain the sducadionzl stend-
erde of the secular mirsery sehool in additlen to its Chrdge-

tian eaphasis,
Purnege gf the ptudys The purpose of thias study was
(1) to 8ikoover the valuea of the mursery school to the
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the femily, the ohureh, and the community; and (2) to seek
to evaluate the work heing dene by simrolwgponsored mirsery
sohools by cosmaring then with standards meggested for mrse
ery schoole by seaular agenctes snd relislous eiication or=
ganl sgtions.

Nethod of study., Both ssmilar sources sid sources
partienlarly imterested Iin the relistous sduostion of the
prosohool shild were studied in order o grrive ab stardards
for mipging the shurch-gponsored murgery schoola. Mestlon~
ndres wers st o one hundred shurdhw-sponsorsd mirsery
schoola in various Protectant denominations in o number of
different stalos, Forty-four replies wore recelved, wideh
minber gsh only serve to indlsate trends in practice rathey
thsn conclugive findingss Thoce replies come from persona
in sixteen staten, and thirteon rellglous dsnomlnstlonas
Three roolies A1d not state the denominagtion of the school.
Zvaiuation of work done, ad concluslones drawn were based
on the forty-four snswers to the qestionnaire which were
reseived; whigh faot limite the value of the findings, Mt
at loaet to & certain oxtant indloates practicel trends.

lmportance of the promchosl Ysprs. It is wall-hmown
by those interested in the welfare of vory younsg cldldren
thgt the preschool years asre the most fomative yeere of
1ife. Hors gan e sccopllshed -- or logl -- gt thlg tine
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than at any other #ime of training. Horace Bughnell wrote,
“Let every Christian father and mothor understand, when their
child is thres years old, that they heve done more than halfl
of a1l they will ever dp for his charscter."d

Gepall has this to say regarding physical and mentgl

developnent:

Hever again will the shild's mind, charsoter and
it advande so rapldly as in the formatlive pre-school
period, Never B vill ke have squal ochance to lay
the foundatlon of mental heglth. From the polnt of view
of mental hyglene the pro-aschool period therefore gppoars
to have no less signiflicance than 1% has for phystesl
vigour and siprvival.®

Parshermore, . these early years are ihe Wme of the

religlous awakening of & ohild. Mlakeff states that sone~
tAzmes as early as the third resr the ohlld asks questions
about the nature of tho world and the origln of 1ife.J
Thia, therefora, is the time to relate all of 1ife o God
a8 Oreator of the universes, Mler of ths world, and leoving
Pether of all mamkind,

If this 12 to be the pattern of the ohild's religiouas

training, 1% naturally follows that his enviroment, both

1 Horase Mashnell, Chriptlen re, (Hew York:
(harles Sorilmer ?A &:mn.'l )y PM-%@

2 prnold Gessll, Hentel
ohild, oited by Lillim Dam mu&y :
and in E RbYhesd, an

pany, 1949/, 9'

3 Meyer ¥, NMimkoT?, The 4, (doago: J. B.
Lippincott Jompany,. 1924),. DD %.




&
inside and ouiside of the home muot be one whioh will foster
and encourage thic interest in gpiritusl thingsy end whloh
will hslp hinm %o devolop a well-~rounded personallty.

I1.+ DEFINITION OF TEMAS US2D

Hursery sshool. The bterm mrsery school is used
throughout the report tne mean a school whose progras and
environzent are primsily suited to the edusational nesds
of preashool ehildrens It enrolls children eged two to four
for not less than two hours por days. and mests b least Swo
days par week., It usges g supervised program which 1g ocofte
ducted by teachers who promotse educational oblectives through
the use of welleplanned aguipnent and materials.

rehwgoongergd purssry school, This eypression s
used to describe a weckeday nursery school whiah 1p cperated
and edminiatered by e local ehureh or church organization.

Preschool afe. This term is used in referring %
ehildren below the sge of slx years.

IXT. PFREVIOUYE WORK DONE IN THE SUBJECT

Untll very ragently, little had been done in the
f1ald of nureery sfucstion. fhervefure, written naterisl on
the mbjoeet 1s not too plentiful.. Yoro has been wrltten
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from a secular viewpolnt than from tho viewpoint of Chrig-
tlan education,

Kowaver, s few pletes of materisl on the churche
related mursery are avallable. The ilethodiat Church hea
publi ghed 2 mimeographed pamphlet on the church-sponsored
weekday nurgery school.® 'The M rst Baptist Chureh, Ruston,
Louistana, has twe mimeppryphel brochures, one of which
lists ten problems & oduiroh {fsoes in berinning a weekday
nursery,. and tells how some of the protlems may be overcome.
The second ocutlines thelr program and plan for orga zaiion
and administration, Id slss contalng a Xist of agaipsent
aotpanl es and a book 11 ata‘s From tine to time moh maga~
zines as fhe Internationsl Journal of Relislous Hdugation
and Bollsious Boaton® have printed srticles on ohrch-
sponsored nurgery school s.

4 v - |
He ney gluireh Soono . w
% N s Raahﬂlioi ﬁmav%mﬁWhﬂs-
ucation, The &.. at Ctmrch, May, 1952}, unpaged
thlet«.

5 He Euy blens, (aton, Loulslana:! First Baptdst
Churoh, n. dely umm,ad broature.

6 N ne, The First Beptlist Nursery-Kindergsrten, (Ras-
ton, Loulasiana: The First Beptlet Church, n. ds ), tnpaged
brochura.

7 Zhe Internationsl Jourmal of Rellsious Educetion,
Chleagon: Diviglon of (hristian Bdnestlon, Fatlonal Councll
of Churches of Chriet in the Unlted Btsioa of fmerics.

8 Ballzioun ton, New Yori: Relislous Bducablon
Association.




IV, ORGANIZATION OF THE THRZOLB

The following ampects of the mibjest have been dealt
with in the report, Chaptor two iz s Matoricel skobteh
showing the development of mirsery education. Chapter three
gives s ploture of the preachool ohild, and nsmes some of the
velues and contrimitions of the otmurohwsponsored nursery
sohool. In chapler four are listed eertain standarda set up
for nursery zchools, . together with an eveluation of work done
in the schools survaysd. These standards were used as a
sheok~11 st in svaluating the work. Certain trends and oure
rent practices based on vhe asnswers o the questionnsires are
aleo set forth in ehapter fours Chipter five contapina the
gemersl summary and gonclusions reached.



CHAPTER II
THE ORIMXN AND DEVELOPMIENT OF RURSBERY JCHOOLS
I+, SEQULAR BOHOOLS

Earileast schools snd their source of ipspirations
Blcatdonagl interest in the preschool oMld is gulte g node
ern wvanturss The gotusgl mrsery school movenment 414 not
develop until the twentleth ocentury. However, sporadic ate
tenpds ab the education of the very ywung reaches back lo
the seventoenth sentury,

Plate revoznlzed the laportance of early training
in huzpan developmont, mnd adwoated a communlty mirgery as
a proper pert of the ideal state. However, Comeniua®
(1592-1670) is generslly considared the father of the idea
of providing sohools for msall childrem. Locke (1632-1704)
furthered the cause by stressing the importance of early
habit treiming; Roussess: (1712-1788) popnlartised education-
al theory; snd Pestalozzl (1746~1827) supplied importsnt con~
tritutions in the area of methed. Froebel (1782-18%2) slso
played Mg part, Although he is commonly called the founder
of the kindergarten, his methods and sducstional objectives
were particularly sulited to mursery education.

9 mupra p. 20



Infant Zchoolar The Infant Schools of France and
England were among the first efforis to educste young chile-
drens In their beginuings, some schoola, such as those as-
tablished by Robert Owen, snrolled children as young as
three years of sge. ¥These Infant Schoolmy however, wers the
progenitors of the modern primary schocl, rather than the
kindergarten or the mirsery school as such.

Jean Frederiec OberliniC (1740+1826), a young Lutheran
pastor, opened the flrat Infent School at Welbach, Pranse,
in 176911 1n 1837 Infant Schools were suthorized in France,
and state sid was begue for them in 1840,12

The Infamt School of Englend srose under the insplire.
atlon of Robert Owen, proprietor of the ¢otton mills at Wew
Lanark, Scotland, who opened a school at New Lanark in
1816.,13 owen believed that man is entirely the produot of
elrcumstances and wnviromment, and that it 13 impoassible to
begin too early in implanting right hatits and forming good
charseter. In this vievw of beglaming treining at an esrly

1¢ mapra p. 20.

11 kel Jousen, "Presshool Hducation”.
BORrehy. Wﬁ} Pe Honroey, edlt
O B s D 3%9»

12 miwood Ps ubberley, The ;,?g%g of Edacstion,
(Bogton: Heoughton HMAff1in, 1%0;. P
Sehool Bdwogtlon, (Mew

13 @rase pwen, editor, Huraery
York: £. P. Dutfon and mmpsny, G2t )s pe 11




date, he 1p uphsld by modern religlous educators. Ho bew-
1ieved that ehtld nature 48 so plastic that 1t might be
moulded into anything whioh one wishsd,; and thst "the in-
fants of any one alass in the world may readily be formed in-
to men of any other olasmas "

Owen opened the sthoelas to sere for the children of
peragons who were empleyed in his mills. Childrem could be
snrolled at the age of threes The curriculum for children
younger than «lx was summed up as “whatever might be sup-
posed ugeful that they oould urdseratand, ™5 and was made up,
for the most part, of singing, dsnelng, and play. Horal in-
struction wae made a prominent featurs,

The Infant Schocls were bssed on the 1dea of amall~
group work, and were usially conducted in hammony with the
new paychwloglesl conoeptions of instraoctions worked out by
Peaptalozsd,. and wiioh had by that time begun %o he intro-
duced into Enzland. Owen stipunlated that "the children are
not to be annoyed by books®. 6 Howsver, Owen's followers,
James Buchanan and Zamuel Wilderwpin, socn forget his atross

14 cubberleys. gps Siles Do 630
15 m_ly P 6310

16 prances veld Damieloon and Jessle L. Moore:
Thres Yesrs 014, (Boston: Pilgrim Pressy 1936), ps 7.
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on favorablie envirormment, and laid thelr emphasis on defi~
nite inatruotion.

The Infant 3School 1dea was introduced in Amerlca by

Owen in 1826, In that year he established a achool at New
Harmony, Indlanas

Revelopment of nurgery schoolg in England. The first
bung fide nuraery school, acocording to modern definltion,

Wss establiashed in Ingland An 1508 by Rachel and Hargaret
¥eillen. In 1913 & second school was opened in Deptford,
Enzland, by the Melillan sisters. This lumplred the whole
mirsery achool movement in Britatin through 1ts demongtration
of hovw large a proportion of the phyeleal defests in ohilde
ren entering sohool could have been prevented by open air
conditions snd good care during early yssrs. Ruiphaals on
the improvenent of health has always been primary in the
nursgery aechools of Bngland. 7This 1s pointed up in a work
adl ted by drace Owen in whith one~fourth of the book is
devoted to a disoussion of health 17

paring world var I Margaret Moadillan and Grace Owen
astabll shed »x numder of mirsery sthools for preschool ohdl-
dren in the London slums to lmprove beslth cond tiona, and
to ocare for the children of war workers. Later on, teacheors

17 OQwen, gpe« glts, 156 pp.
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who worked with these ploneor leadors wore invited to the
United States to damonstrate the Xoglish ides.

Loaders in nursery efuocation An ingland dealred from
the very first to make nursery sahoola a part of the publie
school system. The Eduocation Act of 1902 pemtitted ohildren
to attend public elementary schosl at the age of two,i8
Rurgery schools were made a pormissive part of the Inglish
sohool syatem by the sdueation Aot of 1918.19 However,
thelr growth waz slows Of the twenty-five achoola recoge
nized by the Bosrd of Efucation in 1923, leas than half waere
entirely financed By the governmenti the rest were partlally
raintained by private sibaoeripitions ralsed by their mansging
commi ttees. 20

Grace Owen writes of the situation in 1928:

A1l persons interssted in the NMursery School movenent
deplore that though ten yearas have passed ance tha
Kursery Sohool clanse in the iducation act of 198 was
acoepted, there are stlill no more thanm twantye~sd=x recoge
niged Nursery Achools in the countvy. In thieg respest
the Nursary 1 movenent hap nade no spparsnt hesdway
ginaoe this book wae brought out im 192C. And yet the
sttiation ¢n vory Al fCerent now from what 16 wes then,
During the last elght yesrs public opinion has heen slow-
1y responding te repsated sppeals from authoritative
sourdes, information ag %o remilts and the striking
benefita %o the ohildren of existing Rursery sSchools has

been widespresd, and has atirasted public attention in-
creasingly. Press notlces bave multiplied, The appallw

18 Mog Ps 14.
19 oo At
2¢ meg‘mﬁn Mﬂ. P Bn
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ing situgtion hreught sbout by overorowded houpes, danw
Zerous traffic, unesployunent, snd ignorange of aha'.lcl
oare has heen ateafily foreing the problem of the ™under
fivea™ to the front, in spite of wox'al preocoupation
with the needs of the sdolessent. sl
Through parsigtent effort the preschool educstors Ti-
nally won the battle,. and the nursery achools becane an ine
tegral part of the sducationgl system of England. Thia was

accomplished by the Riucation At of 144,22

Apericsn Schovlse The full developmentsl asignifi-
cance ol the preschocl years was not actually recognised in
this country until sbout 1920, Cur earliest murssry sehocls
started primarily as laboratories to gather statistics on
child stzdy and development. These were usislly under the
ausplees of a college or universitys & copperative nursery
school waa started by a emall group of faoulty wives at the
Univereliy of Obdcamo in 1915 and one was establlshed by
Mies ¥allin, dlregtor of the (hild Edunestion Foundgtlon Tralpe
inz School in the same year.2) Other early schools includ~
od one opened in New York Clty by Miss Hartlet Johmson work-
ing under the Burem: of Hducationsl Exporiments im 1919;2%

A 1044d., pe 5o

22 Jenaem, gpe ¢itss po 860,
23 Loge ghie

24 100+ glbe
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the Merrill-Palmer School at Detroit im 1921325 4 school at
69 Bank Strest,; New York Clty; one iu Bostoni and one at
Teachers' Colleges Columbla Universglity.

In 1924 ¥1ss Harriet Johnson establlished her own
school in New York ULty the Harriot Johnson Hursery School,
whish 1a atill in exietence., This was founded with the con-
viotlon that preschosl education of the right sort helps to
lay the groundwork for a heppy 1ife as & useful member of
the communtty. The school eatzbliszhed by ¥iss Johnteon rep-
resented g departure from the previous sthoolsy betatise of
1ts difference in cbjsctivass In 1928 the following states
ment wae publlsghed regarding mirsery school ebjectives:

Typical among the maln objeots of modern nursery

schovle are: gmﬂdo coportuni ty for controlled re-
search, to establiash exwperimental laboratories for the
atudy of educational methods, to furmish fasilitles for
training prescheel teaghsra, to provide for the oultural
and general training of colleze womeny to traln teschers
for bome econemlamy. to demonstrate the beat wethods of
¢hild care, to permit paronts to partioipate in the

group aare of little mm:'wﬂ& and o train Junior and
serlor bigh-school students.

25 c;ertmaa Ey Chittenden et al., Wg_f_ Nurg~
Chiasgot Kational ssscolation Tor Rursery

%ﬁaﬂen. 1, }. p* 5‘, aiting Hw De Davis and Rowena Hen~

thoe Nashineten, B 01 Daftol ftates

ﬂ-owmmant
43, olted by § S Kﬂl@&& &}.... -

aﬁxgmx:mw

Study of zZducation, p, G
% Behool, Guide, (Cambridge, Muaauhugewbs: The Mverside
Preas, 1549, p. 376,
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T s helps to support the statement that the first
nurgery schools were establlshed for every purpese sxcent
for the primary one of educsting and gniding ahildrens In
all ocapes, the children’a needs were more or less smibordimat-
o4 to the interests of the afults. Even the philanthrepie
schools existed primarily %o serve perents who could not
keep children at home. FHowevsr, as the importanse of the
preschool Yyears became more widely recosnlzed; the saphasis
began to be placsd on the oiild and has developments

With educational devnlopment as the goal, the murse
ery schoolas increased rapidly in mmbars In 1520 thers were
only throe marsery schools for the entdire country recorded
with the United States Office of Educations®7 By 1924
there were twenty-elght schools in eleven states.?8 pour
yours lator, in 1928, the sumber had ¢limbed to one hundred
seventeen.2Y Three hundred fordy-thres schopls were reported
in 1930, and authors estinated the aotual Maire at about
£1ve tundrsd, 30

A1 Jensen, gps gibes, Do 860,

28 gana F. Betts, The Murgery (hild in the Jhureh
Sehool, (Wew York: Abingonm Press, 193C}, ps 20.

29 Jenseny gps glle, p.. BEC.
0 Loge gite
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The nursery sohool movezent was given added impetua
in 1933 when the Imergensy Relief Aot lnoluded rmursery
schools as s part of the program designed to mipply work for
unemployed persons« Before the opening of the Works Progress
Adaind stration schools, there were three main typss of nursg-
ory schools: the philanthroplae, the avllege research, and
the privates The private wers largely of the cooperative
parent type or of s commereisl kind, The philanthirepie and
the research agchvols dsvelopsd the main bedy of thesry and
practice which wgs more or less followad by the private
schoolas The Works Progress Administration schools, under
the Inergency Bellef Aoty wvere for the mest part set wp in
nelghborheod surroundinzs somevhat oomparable to the philan«
thropio sehools, and they sorved a clientals whose ways and
needs were comparable. Host of the children wers from famw
11ies recelving public reiief sand slallier low income groups.
The Malldings and squipmant of many of thess sochoola were
8180 more like those of a settlament scheol than of a collaege
resesrah schooX. In addition to handicaps because of lask
of Wildings and squipmenty thess scheolas had to rely on une
employed peopls for a staffl, and on the intricate zoordine-
tion of the nursery school servic¢s with many other Works
Progress Afminlstration projects. Although a few of the
sohools had recelved full asademic approval whan they were
ltquidated 1n 1943, the nursery sohoo)l edudators were never
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fully satisfied with thelr practlicess These "energency®
sotivols slded the underprivileged,; and tholr workt was more
sioaely related to that of the day care center than to the
bona fide nurasery school.

In November, 1942, governmont amsistance was made
avallable to public nurgzery sohools under the Conmunl ty Fa~
sllitliea Act, commonly known as the Lanhum Aote The primary
purpose of the Larham schools was do provide care for the
ohildren of war workerd. Ir areas where new tulldings and
squipment were avellable for the scheols, certain standards
regarding Taclllities vere asutomsticaelly possible, aud where
woll~equipped Works Frogress adminlatratlion schools were
taken over, educational standards survived. Howevar, in
sone cases the sohools were substandard and offered ocustod~
1aly rather than educational services. In some aress where
leadars vere interested in maling the progrem edioational,
teclnical help was soughi rm the epllegs ream aohool s,
but because of 1ncmommaad leaders, and lack of time to
gtady and adapt the theories smupplled, thie was not always
succeasful,

The Lanham schools proved that mursery sohools sre
good for all ohlldren. Previoualy, only twe groups of chile
dren had had the sdvantage of nursery sducation:! the underw
privileged, who were gared for in day murseries or in set-
tlement work; and the privileged, who sttended the callege
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reasarch schoolsn. Lanham sohools greadually developed status
with a new group of ohildren and parentn. These pareats
taed the nurssry school, net becsuse they wers foreed to do
80 or as a matter of elucaitiongl bBellel, bul becsuse the
mraery achool was a part of the funetional mtuation in
whloh they found thenassives. Por the firet time evaryday
American working people put thelr chlldren in nursery schools
a8 a routine part of education. AL the begiming of the pro~
gram; the pressnse of children in muoh echools was looked
upon largsly ag s var trsgedys At the end of ths program
their sttendsnce was viewed ap an enviable privilaegs which
should De nore widely extended.

paring the war yesaray the mumber of achools had ine
orsassd rapldly, until by 1945, the peak year for govern=
ment achoola, there were 1481 schools opergting with govern-
ment assl stgmes, and about 100C private schools.>l tn the
following year,; Marsh, 1946, the Lenhan Act was aboll shed,
and federal ald eemnseds Neny schools were forced to close
because of lack of funds, Wt some were kRept going by mothe~
ars' oocoperatives, or were taken over by sponsoring sgencies
aioch a8 Junior Leagies or Chambers of Commerce.

The surrent sltuation regarding nursery schools is an
swarensas of their value by the genersgl publle, but there ig

o1 4 :@nﬂmg O« m'g D 860,



18
an inamffi¢lent nuaber of sesular schoolas to asgomodats the
number of ohildren whose parents wish them to be enrvlled.
This fant should glve churches sfi added incentive to wse the
situation precented then by providing Christian mursery
achools to help most tho demands

Clese asocclation with the unlversitles of the counw
try has kept the standards high, apnd encourazed an attltude
of investigatlion for the hest methods of development. The
leadera in the f1¢ld belleve that the inerogsse in the number
of nursery schoola chould be only as rapld as trained person-
nal becomes avallables 2

The National BEiucetion jsaspoiastion maekes an sppralsal
of setular mirsery sshools aa they sre today:

The private nursery achools »lll probably continue

t0 inoreasss Hany of them maintain high standarde, ex-
collent facklitiea, and progranss They offer aservices
whigh the public zchools have postponed too longs Fome
of them are connected with $Segshers colleges, unlversis
tiee, researeh or c¢linfcal oentars. They may be used es
demonotration sshoolss These nursery selwols have nade
and will make o large contmibution to public sducation.
Cthers of the nrivate nursery sschools are fly-by-nizht
agonclea, here todsy and gone tomorrow. They are moley-
makXing snterprises to explolt the predicanent of mothers
working in industries ar mothers who are professionsl
women 1n nelghborhoods end localitles where the publie

anthoritlies have providad no help. The personnel in
#ioh day oare centers (they cannot properly ba temed

32 101a 0. Taylor, "Origin and Development of Kursery

Sohools in the Uplted States and * (uppubllshed
Master's thestis, Gragduate sehool of the n&vﬁi&ty of Jin-

oinnatl, 1942}y ps 65,
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Lg) may be untrained. The quarters may be unsafe,.
uneand tary, and unhealthful. The program may repreasent
the minimim of care, The whole enterprtse may bo share
aoterized as opportunlistia, sharging all thatl the trsf-
fie will bears

LN S R I B A 2 D O D I D T S B R DK 2R TR I T RN S R

As for mursery schools maintsined on federal, looal,
or private housing prolects, they will in moat instances
be integrated with the public sohool aystems s ine
togration will not alwaya mean thelr removal to s nearby
elementary acheols For reasons of plent faocllitlies and
geographlical availability there may be adventages in
having the mirsery school and also the kindergarten and
the primary grades within the ocluster of homes they
sarve. On the ether hsnd, mioh nursery schools, when
publicly operated, will be open to gll children close by
regardless of vhather they live within the beoundaries of
any partioular resl estate developmenty Such mrsery
schools will be boused in bulldings owned or leased dy
the loecal sehoelboard. fThelr direct adminiatrgiion will
usially be a responsiBiilty of ths principal 9; the alew
mentary asthool that serves the sgme distriot.

In 1950 there werse public school murgery sghools in
nine states: Alsbama, Coliformis, Illinela, Hiohigan, Non-
tans, New York, Femngylvania, Tennesses, and Wsshington.

Il. CHURCH~RELATED SCHOQLS

The origin and development of churshe-related nurasry
schools 18 not so wall known as is that of seculsr schoola.
Kuch of the hisftory of 1ts dovelopment can be stated only

in general temms,

33 paucationel Poliglas Uommiseion,

Yhsen for Youns Quiliren, (vashington, D. ot M
sation Assceliation of the Unlted Stebes sand the snerican
Association of School Aministrators, 1945), p. 6.
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Early sffortps Two of the nen whose nanes are oon~
nected with the beginnings of early childhood education were
churehmens Jobn smos Comanius, who is frequently called the
father of the idea of education of maall children was a No-
ravian blahep.y‘ 1lko nost theologians of hla day, he be~
lieved in the total depravity of ohildren, ™Mt he aleo bew
lieved that sduostion conld ecorrect seh evil tendenoless
He felt that mo one should be a parenmt who did not have une
bounded Telth in the possibilitlies of ohildren. Along with
this view, he bellaeved thal meny parents were Lncspable of
instructing their children. Hig pbilosephy of edusatlon wes
that the ohild sheuld be regarded, not with reference to Wa
youthful shoricomings, Bt rather with a view %0 the purposes
of the Divine Mind.

Jomemius advoonted the early traiming of children,
and relt that 1t was unwiase %o delsy tralming until children
were of public school age, becaise tendencles which had been
socuired inm oarly oiiidhocod would be 41fficult b0 oversome
at sich 2 late date.

Jean Frederis Oberiin, the founder of the first In-
tant School, was also z olergymans3® He wes s young Lutherasn
paster in Hortheastern France. Oberlin organized ths schools

34 ﬁ, Pe T»
35 _QE.; P Be
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in all the villages of his rural partsh in order to glve in-
formal traiming to the amall ohildren of bis congregation.

ary achools, Mtheugh he is not usuplly thought of as baing
connested with the praschos) eduostion movenent, Horsoce
Bughnell was very influentisl in religious eSucation clrcles
wvith his theery that morsl and religicus eiuacation should
begin at birth, the alm belng that the elld shonld grow in-
to a Christian porson without ever kmowing that he was o déine
nors3% Thig ts in Ilne with the toashing of Robert Owen, who
was a thoerough-geing naturallist. He bellieved that man was
by neture good, and 1 treined snd educated from Dirth under
the rMaht ciroumstendes, he might be made a valuable member
of soclety.

Sunday morning colasgses Tor mirsery age ehildren have
been in existence in some ohmrches for a mumber of years, al-
though they were developed at a labter 4ate then olasses for
older ohlldren, The chursh-sponsored rmirsery school may be
thought to be an ocutgroxth of the Sunday nursery clasa in
the same menae that =20 many other movements in relizious

eduoation are cutgrowths of the Bundsy Sohool, as the church
reallzes the need for Mnding additional time for religlous
education besgides the sunday morning pericd.

3 porace Bushnelly gne glte, 407 ppe.
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Beginnings of ghurchwspanepred nurgery gohoolg. The
aatual beginnings of ohurchwsponsered mursery schoola are
fffiteult to trase. These sothoole have simply sprung up in
one place and another. Denominatione ss sush have done very
1ittleo about tham except to urge people unnstantly to maln-
tain high stendards and to refrain from starting a nursery
schoel unless the Migheat possible standards ocan be met.

Cne of the earllest churchesonasored asckonla in thig
country was begun in the Socond Presbyterlgn Church in Weast
Hewton, Hassschuselts, in the fgll of 1930, under the lead«
erahblp of,ReVs Frank Grebe.”! It is believed tc be the first
weh venture in New Znglend. Adother ploneer 4n the Meld
was the Riverslde Baptist Church in NHew York City. Both of

these churches stlll operate weskday mirsery schools.

Ersgent stalua of olurab-sponsored mursery gchoolge
The present status of chureh~aponaorsd gebenls anong Proe-
teatant dononinabtions L& begt seen by the stiltudes towerd

nurasry schoola of some of the leading denominations. The
provalling attltude ceems to be thal demominatlonal heads
are in favor of mich schools in loegl churches, provided
that the churches can nmelntaln high standsrds for the
8eho0l Be

3T Prank Grebe, Mim ster of Pducation, The Madlson
Avenue Preabyterisn @ﬁum‘h, Hew Yorik, M. Y.y personal cor-
respondence with the writer, May 7, 1953.
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A conmnldtes on the ro-study of religious sducstion
within the Preasbyteriaen Church iy the United Ztntes has 4a-
sued the following statement:

Rurs school edngation haa bheoome g bighly spedlal~

1zed fMeld;, and carelsss work msy do more harm then

wod. Leocally, eofforts in this drectlon nay be fully
Justifieds Dut the offort to promote wesk-day murasery
schools dssominationslly should, 1n the cpinion of the
comml ttes, elther beo done with sxoeptiongl care and
thoroughneas, . or not at all. We do not see that the
therough=-going poliey s abt presont a fessibdloe one for
the denomination,

The committee wighes %o inolet thet we are not offers
ing adverses Juldgoente. » + « Wo are only proposing that
as of the preosent the affort to pggw% them denoming-
tionglly seems out of proportion.

Somewhat the same opinion ls shared by the American
Baptist Convention. In regard to the status of nursery
schools 4in thad dencmination, lois Hlenkenship, director of
ohildren's work, writes:

As yot we do not have any printed suldance materiels
for settlng up s weekday murgery school in a loecal
glarehs We are reluctant to promote weekday mursery
sohools in genpral and wre fesrful that 1f we publish
paterisgls 1t wlll seem %o our olurghes that we are urg-
ing them to stert weslktday mursery aschoola.

When we find churches with adequate facilities snd
aoReern, We wsy pergonally with thom 1n easlablishing
thelr syeben.s

8 n, n., 4 Re~gtudy of !

Fellptous Educatlon, (™ che
mond, Virgimia: John Knox Presgy 1548
39 tols Blankenship,. Director of Orldren’s Vork,
Americen Baptdeh Comvemilom, vpersonal sorresposdence with
wrl ter,, Fsbhraary 28, 1953,
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The Methodiat Ghurcoh hos one place of materiagl whlch

1t sends to churches sonboilating a wedtday mursery. This

18 a mineopgrgphad broosbure seven pages in length, entitled
Shuroh Sponsored Throughmthe-'fook Murgery Schools and Zinder-
Sartenas. It dlacusses the astting up of s church-aponsorsd
nursery acshool or kindsrgarten with reference to 1ts purpose,
sdninlatration, housing snd squipment, tesching sheff, reglo-
Wration of ohlldren, work with parents, finanoces, curricu-

Jum, and schedules The laast Hwe pages Zive s muggeated
bibliography for workers ln the nursery school or kinder-
Sarten,

A prominent guthority in roligleus education work
made the following staterent relative to churceh mursery
schools in general:

In soze sltustions nurpery sohoels heve been started
in churches by people who have had sn excellent backe
of traiming snd superience in work with mursery
shildren. They have seen the need for such a school as
a community service, elther bBeosige the avallable fgoll-
1tles ware inadequalte or Wadanse there was no mursery
school vorks

. In other situstions church leaders have sdmply been
goalous and apxer to do somelt¥ing, snd have started
fursery schools without enough careful plaming. This,
of couraes, 1s trus of gftwr murgsery sohools as well an
ehurch-pnongorad chas.

41 a1106 Le Goddard, Director of Uhildren's sork,

Mvigion of Christian Zduoaption, Hational Jouncll of Chureh-
eg, porasonal correspondence with the writer, spril 20, 1953,
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Number of sshool@s Because of the Laot that there
are constant ohanges in the pumxbder of nursery schools in
oxt stonce, and beoaise 1V 18 almost Llapossible %0 et an ao-
surate ecount of all chmroh-mponasored sohools, it 1a 4171~
oulty 1f not iupossililes, to give exaet figirss regarding the
mmber of sohcols ixn existence in the United States at the
present time. In order to show the constant changea in
nursary schoolass the following exmaple 1s cited, At the bew
ginning of this stady, questionnaires were sent to one hunw
dred nursery schools taken from a Alrestery of mirsery
aschools oompilaed two years proviouslys Of this mmmbery &lev-
o questionngirss, or over 10 per sent of the tetsl, wers re-
turned with the notation thet the sdhocl was no longer An
eperation. Howsver, according to the best information
aveilable,. thors ware ahout 370 recoguized chuurchesponecred
nursery schools in the Umited States in 1950.92 The diviaston
of schools amohg the three neslor fal tha were as follows!
Proteatant, 154; Roman Catholle,.100; and Jewiah, T6.

The majorlty of these gohools were conoentrated in a
fow statea. New York led the llst with slxty~twe school s.
Kew Jersey was sevond with thirty-twe. Four other atates

42 Glerk E. Houstskas and wimmie Berson, Compilers,
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renked high in the mumber of sehools. They were: Collfer-
nia with twanty-nine; Tennessee and Ohlo each with twenty-
8ix; and I1limols with twemtywthree. Thies means that over
half, or 53.5% per cent, of the ahurchwsponsored miraery
sahoola of all falths were concentrated in slx states.
Fwelve ststes reported no clmrehwpponsored nurssry school s

Thi s general trend was repeated in the dlstridution
of Protestant schools. The six leading astates were: Ten-
nessee with twentyefour gchools New York wlth nineteen;
Rew Jersey with sighteen; Chlo with mixtesn: sSouth Jarcline
with fifteen; and Waginghlon with twelve. 4sgaln, the pro-
portion of Protestant church-sponsgored sthsols in the six
lending statea was 53.5 per tent. Thare vere no Protestant
gmroch-spongored mirzery schools in hirteen statos.

0f the one Mndred Homan Oabtholie scheols resorded,
over one~thiprd of then vere loocated in three states. Theuwe
staten were! Illinols and Few York each with twelve sohools;
and Hgntana with eleven schoolss

Thipty of the Jowish gohoole, or 3%.4 per cent of
the total wumber, were loocated in Ney York Olty snd envi-

mna.
ITI, BUsMARY

In this shaptor the devalopment of the ssoulsr ura~
ery school has been trased from ite beglmning up to the
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precsent day. The mrssry schools in England in the ssrly
part of tho twantieth century wers cstablished primarily for
the improvement of hoalth, whlle those in the United Btates
vare used in the aarly days for the purpose of studying
ehlild deovalopmont.

The mmbor of mursery achools in this countyy in-
erezsod greatly during the 1930's, when funds for nurgery
achoole o gorve needy familiss wore made svallable by the
Todaral pgpversmaent. Jdoveormment ald was continmued during
World War IT under the Lanhen Acts Vhen federal asalstance
for mursery schools ended in 1946, many echools closed be-
cage of laok of Dunde, Wt othoers continued to ceperate unw
der the aponsorabdp of a elvie club, or through a methers'
cooperative. At the prosent time, there is an ingullioient
mumber of good seoilar schools to moeat the demands of pare
ants vho wigh their chlldren to have mirsery eschool trairming.

The origin and dsvelopnent of shurchespolaored MWirg-
ery aschools 1s not oo well knowns They have sppeared in
various plages ag olupches say the need elthor of helping
working mothaers, o of extending thelr prograz of Christian
eduegtion, On the denominational lovel, 1% ia the consensus
of opinion that ms yet mony of the locel ehurches are not
in a positlon to carry on a wsekdey progran for Murgsry
ohildren. Hence, litile has been done 6 promote churshe

aponsored schools. However, the poliey of most denoming~
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tions has been to help thoge individual charches who wish to
orgenize weekday nurssry schoolas, and to urge conplantly that

hgh standsrde be mainteined.
The next shspter concerns Lteelf with the need for

nursery scshools as shown by the paychwlogy of the preschocl
ehlld. .



CHAPTER IIX
THE PRE=JONCGOL CHILD AND THZ HURJERY SOHOOL
I. A PIQTURE OF THE PRE~3CHOOL CFILD

The ohild of nursery school sge is Just merging
from infancy ints childhood. He has begome an individual)
he has developed a personallity. Although there is g wide
range of individual dfferences smong three~yoar-olds, there
are gertaln ssoomplisbments and charssteristice whioh desw
cribe the average child.

ol ¢hild physloglly. The ohlld of mursery
sochool sge bas made more repld sirides in physicsl develop~
ment during Mg lifeling than he aver will again during the
sane brief span of years. He entored the world welzhisg fronm
six to nine pounds. By the age of three, the normally-
devoloped ohild wedghs about thirtyone poundss*7 or sbout
four times aa mueh sa he welghed at birth. The average
three~year-old 1a about thirty~ceven inches tall,“ or ghout
one and onewhalf times hipg orisinel length.

43 Marjore Méémm and :nmmatn Lo %Woods, & jur
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Along with $his repld growilh, ho hae lesrned many
skilla. He hegan 1ife more helpless than any bird or animal,
and had to have all of hig physlonl needs met by an adult.
How, he has mastered the slementso of self-core, so thal he
can wash hs own face and hands, Teed, and dress himself.
Hoe har developsd from a baby who st blrth conld not even
11t up his head to a ohild who can stand sreot, walk| and
runs From an unddfferentisted, uncontrolled mass of move-
monts, he has learned maseular contrel resulting in plamed,

purposelful aovenenti.

Ibe pre-sobiool shild mentslly. Mentally Mis accome
plighmenta are no lose gpeodaculare AL birth Me ming wae

undeveloped, and he had no memortes atored up. Now, hls
mind 1s usy every consclous moment attending, remembering,
ressoming, seleoting, feeling, Wiling, stmiving.® Hie
pioture of ihe world ig inecourate, Wowever, becsisy of
laeck of experience, and hlg produoctive lmaginstion nesds
infinl tely eareful mldunces
AL virth Mo gole wethod of communmiention was orving

By the agme of throee he had leoarmed the mudinents of a lan~
gaage, 80 that he has a voosbulary of gbout twe Mundred

45 e zabeth Whitshouse ‘ Qb%}égr% Ve Tepch; (Philae-
daiphie: The Judson Prens, 1950%%1 LT e ' ‘
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seventystus words,?S snd can express himself in three- and

four-vword aontences.

The pre-school okdld mbolslly, A% birth,, the beby
inew no social worldsy Hig only interest was in himself and
the satisfaction of his wantas Although the threseyesr-old
1e atil) buslecally espcentric, ho has davelonsd gresl ourice
@ty about people and things in his environment, and he
spands most of M tine owploxing end lnveatigating,

Ho is aware of s peory, and likes to be near childe
ren of hla own age, bubd he 1l more interested in afults than
in chiidren, beoming the afnlts smipply Ma wantzs. He loves
eagerly, and demsnds love., Heo is repldly developing 2
senge of indemmendence widoh 1s frequently intexpreted by hla
parents aps obatinacy.

Ihs pre-pshool child rellsgionsly. MYorelly and reli-
glously, the young ohild 1s an inttators Up until Ms
fourth yesr, he acquires hip knowledge of right and wrong
solely by imitation. His moral babits and attitudes are
larzely a reflection of thot wiich he finds aboué him. The

ehild whe 18 rearsd in a Christlan envircrment may be expect-
od to have g rellgion charasberized by love, trust, and cone

46 dogephinge 0. Foster snd Marion L. Matbtaon, Nur
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fidence. The ohild whoge only ssquaintance with the names of
Deity Lo to hoar tham used as oaths may have an gtiltude of
fear, prejudice, hatred, and sigpioion toward God.

I, VAUES OF THI RIK3ERY 3CHOOL

Although the Ldea of muirsery education is now wide-
1y acoepted and gpproved, there are stlill many srguments
ral sod agelnst placing the threeeyear-old, who is just
energing from babyhwed,inte an sducationsl asency cutaide
his own homes

08 to mureery schepl eicstion. There are
three major cbjections ralsed to nuraery school. The Pirst
is that the muprsery mhpnl aneroathes on the home. However,
the pursery sehool in no sense tgkes the place of the home,
nor i 1t expected to do so. It smipplanents 1t by pmvt&?
ing experienges not poassibdle in the average home, ut it
Goes not relleve the home of 1ts regponsibdilitys ©n the con-
trary, ones of the functions of the nursery sehool 1s to make
parentas more sware of thelr responaiiilities, and to help
them 1n the mildence of tholr obildren.

Hoet mirsery sohools have thrseebour sesglona five
dayn par wsek. In the survey conducted sa a paprt of thig
study, 1%t was found that over one~half of the mursery schoola
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reporting had half-dsy sesslone,™7 Tms, the ohild is able
to be at home sbout twenty-one howrs of the day. Only in
casas where all day care outulde tho home 43 necesnsarys
ahould the thres~year-vld be ssparealed from his home and
faplly Cor more than half & dafs |

A second oblection encountered is that children of
sach sn early age do not need to be educated. This school
of thought maintaineg that all the ¢hild nesds is to be lot
along to develop aa mature intended. In prectical experi~
ence this theory dpes hot oblain, for 4f left 1o develop as
he will, the ochild often finds natures and his snvivormond
o0 much for him. Careful guidanice 1o never more important
for the proper development of the shild than in the pro-
school years, betmise those years lay the foundations for
habit formation and charscter tralming for all the rest of
1ife.

A more valid objection 1s the third ones This 1 the
protest that a group sttuation, such as 1o found in the
nursery school, 1s over~stimulsting for smmall children, For
gome children whe are overwexolitsble, this is true, and they
ghould not be pla;aﬁd in o nurgery greur until steps have
been token $o solve thig problems. However, in the welle
menaged mrgery school groups sre Lept snall soe that eldl-

47 of. infre p. 52.
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dren will not become over-pilmilated and so that there will
be opportunity for individual guidamces The Hational Asso-
olatlon for Nursery Bucatlion suggests twenty ss a meximun
mubdar of ohdldrem in one group, sbd specifies that younger
shildren should be in otill mmaller groups.38 The Hothodist
Church recommands fifteon to twenty chlldren as the idesal
glze of mp.““'g fhe normel child of thres or four years
needs en epportunity %o work and play with bis contbewpora-
rleg, and ho will readily sdjuat to the mirmery school s\t~

ustion.

Taluea %o the ohild. any nursery school, seeular or
chiircheralatod, con do mugh for the devalopment of the pro-
achool ehild. It offers ohildrem thelyr earliost opporturity
outalde the home to live with s group thelr cown age; and
thus to develop attitudesn toward themselvos and cthers thab
are basic to thelr learning %W 1lve in a demooracy.e The pre-
gohool teachaes ths importance of nther perscnss It halpse
children %o learn fto mhare. Thin s sgpetially ilmmortant
for childran vho have no hrothers or st aters, or none negr
thelr own ages A further contrdbution 18 the epportanity

48 n. n., gome ¥ays of Dio ‘ L Burger
Wﬁ (Cricamo: Hational Azswaia- on *"m* Murssry L e
tion, 1942), unpaged psmphlet.

49 n. oo, Qmcoh geonsored Mroush-the-iesk fursery
Einderzertonm, unpaged.
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for the child to inarease in self-sssertiveness, independ~
ence, self-~control, and soclability. The activities of the
mirsery school provide the ohild with many experiences which
ecould not be dupliosted in mout homes.

From the standpeint of heglth, the mursery schocl
offers added opportunitys Almost all states require chll-
dren to have a thoroupgh heeltd exeminatlion by e physiolax
before adnission to s mursery school. In addition, many
schools have dally inspestion by a mirse or other quallfied
person, snd ehildren vho show syapioms of 1llness are sent
home until they rscover. Making parents gware of lllness
or physioal defects enables them to have these dlfTiculties
cared for in thelr Inil¥ial stages.

Betts haa this Lo say?

oSO e, e e pl e
in saylng that s large proportion of physloal defects
ot e S RN S i heen
Suring preschool ases

Play is the e¢bilid's way of 1ife. It i3 more than
more pastine op maz'aatic;n. It 18 the mesns by which he
I1garng about the wordd sround him,. X% is the means by
whieh he grows scolally, intellectuszlly, and physically.

1% 18 as ioportmnt to the young ehilé as sports, soolal

50 Botta, ons Slles Pe 22
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ovants, and business sre %o his parents. Yet, meny ohildren
today are denmied the privilege of playmates and plenty of
Play sproe. This is trae of both the poverty-stricken and
the well-to~do., HNodern olty living ipnorss the child's neod
of a place to play. Orowded spartments and emall houses
havo 11t41ls rocm for indoor pizy. OCutdoor play is as much;
if not more, restricted. The tenement chlld is forged to
play in thoe street or the glley, while the pinihouse child
may uso the city perka providsd he does not walk on the grass.

The nursery school recosnizes this need and makes
provision fur 1t It provides plenty of both indoor and
ountdoor play spato. Even the nmursery schools located in
city skyscrapers hsve arranged outdoor play space by using
rooftops for playzrounds. In the muraery sohdsl s ohild
Tinds plenty of playaates. He finds a varioty of carefullye
chosen tovs which provide entortalrmaent at the sase tine that
they are slding hip development.

All of these bemaefits may accrue bto the chlld enralle
od in any wellwmanaged premchonl profran.. However, the
ntraery achool which 13 gponsored by o Christiaon crgenization
i3 adle to 344 o pluseqiallty widcoh meltes 14 atond oud above
the seculer sthools. These Chriatian goheols not only pro-
vids the sbove-mentionod benefdts, but they have a dofinite
religioue enphastis., They can make an sven greater impsct
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upon the ohild than does Sunday School, beomise most achools
meat dally, while Sunday Sohool 18 a one~day-a~woek progrem.
Congeoratsd staff nambers through thely attlitudes end actious
oan glve & religious character to the entire progrom. Theough
the use of songs, prayers,; and stories, and through practical
lessong 1 dally Shrietlan 1iving, the ddwroelwrelated woelke
dgy school ¢an make 4 profound influence on the religious
development of the young chlld, and can foster tio desire for
2 personsl relationship to Cods, Moreover, by belng at
shuroh dring the week, the chlld comes % foel abt home there,
snd hes opporturd ty to know Be cmpobh ané minloter ab an
early age. Thase early gond impressions of chuarsh stay
with an individugd a1l thromgh 11foe

¥aluss 0 the homes The mursery school doos not mube
sl tute for the home. It sipplanants the home, snd attomptls
to ald parents in the task of roaring tholr ohildren. This
faot was montioned twelve tlnes in the gquestionnaires re-
oeived from rursery sochoolas Throurh attemding parents’
meetings, resding materizl recommonded by the nursery otaff,
and by obsorvation, parents reselve helpful musgestions for
more sicoesgfully carrying out thelir responalbllity,

Foster snd Kabttson state that any persons whe have
slose contact with youns childrem infiuencs the home and pare
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enta, whethor or not they intend to do o«5l Good health
habdlta, obedlence, selfwrellance; and othor destrsgble treite
aoquired abt school natarally cerry over into the home. Tan
schools referred to this fact in tholr repliess

The Christian influente of the churche~sponsorsd mure-
ery sohool alac carries over into the homes Through per-
sonel eontacts with tho teacher in fomal confersnces and
Anformal converssiions, parentsy and in turn, families are
resched who would prodably not be brought into &lrect cone
tast with the ohroh in any other ways In ths forty-four
réeplles recelved in e study frem mrsery achooley four
mursery school directors mentioned this aepest of their in-
Tusnoo, wWile one stated that the Yearmry«over” was not as
groat as thay desired.

Hany ingtences could be olted of how prayers, songss
and Hible stories learned by the children in mrgery sohoeol
influenge the home. It has been ruported by schools that
oflldren who learn tabls graces and learn %o pray in nurss
ory sohool demsnd thess table graces and norning and evening
prayers at home, whore previcugly prayer hisd not been a
sunton.

51 mogter and Matboon, gps @ibe, pe 309 Of. infrg
Pe 6’0.
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L311%an Dellises gives an exwmple of thiar
Ono 11ttle boy returning m his firast week in nura-
ary asohool faught Mo Woms mw to say hor prayors.
With hia oyca olosed and zm wt.mt mmsn&ﬁn upon e
face his voles rose and fell ms he chanted, "Mavoe, love,
love, love. + + +" His mother same to the nursery to

ai aoovar whad 1% meand, Mt 4ldn't mean no gense, " she
medd, "but it msfe me ool 1lke 1% wae a prayer, 52

Jalues o the loesl gimpch. The prograe of weekday
sducation contributes to the life of the logal ochurel by
erealing a groater lutsrost in the fndyy program of the
churoh, In the sarvey of mmy—mur‘ simrchsgonsorad mirs~
ery schools whish wap conduoted as & part of thin study,
saven reported that the mrsery saliccl drought new nembsra
into the unday Sohool, whlle fiftsen paported that it
breught new femilies inte the cluroh.,. Pive mentioned the
faot that L% was a means of centinmuing the ohurch’s progran
throughout the week, while four streessd Lts extension of
the shureh’s infiuanae through reashing fanilies with which
the church would not otherwlse have contaot.

Gther banefits meniioned by those vho repliod to the
questionngdre woret g closer tie between the church and
145 orzmrlaations; stremgthening the tle betwesn chureh and
howme! and braining workars in smreery edusation wvhich unglkes
for betior toaching in the Bunday prosran. Tws omrches

52 34111an Delimsa, op» glt., p. 184,
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found that meoting the hich standard remiref for weektday
clnroh nursery sshool eguipmont end faollitles provided
axcellont fasilitlos for the mdsy mursery olsas and Xindgre
garten olanas

Xalueg o the sommunity, The locsl olmrch is a part
of the ocommuilty in whioh 1% 1p located. Ite reospensibility
1a to merve the commumity, firest in s spiritual sapasdity, end
then in the senee of socied, efmeatlonsl, and ultursl up~
110t A& weokdey nursery progrss osn 4o all of these things.

The gpirttual fnfluence of the nurgery school, and
1ts outroash has olresdy been noted. Its soolsl slomifioance
iz almoot a2 greaty; emeclelly in sreas where thoere are
underprévileged families, 7The mirsery school in guch come
muri tles provides love, Chdetien training and goed ocare
for nesdy ohildren. Some schotls give geversl witlon
sellarshing for mich aldlideren,

Through the education and gnidance of both tha ohilw
dren and thelr parants, il helpe to relae the commumlty stand~
erds. In the words of ohe mursery school dlreotor, the
gmreh and 1ts svhool “booemes s lighthouse in many areas
that are soxl-bliphted, w53  Tho prosence of the mursery

3 gudrun Muller, director, Luthersn Desconess Day
Puraery, 1802 Forth Falrfield, hicasn, I1llinola, nersonal
sommani cation.
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sohool in the community not only educates individual parents
to thelr own responslbBility, tut 1t helps to dovelop a sense
of responsibdility in the endlre community regarding the prop-
or cars snd attent¥ion for young childrens This gwaltening to
responal bllity helps to prevent dellncueney, both of ohildren
and parantes.

In commard ties made tp of perscns from many racial
backgrounds, the margery school c¢en perform other gervicoes.
It brings together the persons of Affermnt nationalitles,
end helps to bresk down thelr prefudices. The chiidrun
learn to play togethor. The parents, in binging their
ehildren to the school and sbtending parents' moetings, bo-
oote soqueinted and lesrn to appreciate thoae whose Dok
grounds differ from their owns In thelr contacts with
freiandly, interested leaders of the nursery sohnol, forelgn—
borm parents arw helped to loam Ameriten ways anf o i«
Just to thelr new anvirpruent,

Evary chureh is intereasted in heving mood relatlons
with the comaurity in order ihat 1t nay sdvance the work
of Chriat. The mwursery schoul sfds dn e remect, scoord-
ing to snawers recelved in the sarvey of church~gponsored
aschoole. Iight directors yeported that the golwoel was
1ooked upon by the churdh as o oomunity serviee project.
My nentioned that the citizeng themnelves regard 4% ss a
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comzurd ty asset, while thres stated in more generel torms
that 1t fosters vommund ty-chureh relationgs

1T, SOMHARY

Thig oheplor has lven a ploture af the preschool
ahild physleally, mentally, soelally, and roligloudly, and
has endeavored to show how the well-nansged marsery scheol
ngy benellt the three yesr old ohildd. It hag also shown
the s4ditlonal slvantages of & Thrlsilisn nursery school,
bayond those offored by ithe seoular school. The values of
the churshesponsored school o the ohdld, to the hone from
which he comes, to the loesl cohurch, snd to the community
have slac beon 4lzousaed.

Ghepter four contelvns an sveiuation of the fortye-
four ohurob-mponsorsd marsery schools whioch responded to
the questionngire used in connectdon with this study. ‘These
schools were evaltiated in the 1iphi of standsrds set wp by
both secular enxthordtlies and suthorities in the field of
relizlous edoation.



CHAPRER IV
EVALUATION OF PORTY-MUAR CHIRCHeSPONICNRD RURBINY sCHOOLS
I. &THS KD PURPOIES OF NURSERY sUHDOLS

Gertatin standsrdes for mressry schools, sich as Sroup-
ing of mxm, mpead, helth and ssfety reglations, ofue
cational standards for teashers snd dirootors, and hohsing
facilition, apply to both gecular and church-gromsored
sobmoln. Howowery in atme remectsy stendards for the two
typos of schools Affory besatse of thelr dlfferance in pur~
poas.

Furpoas of ssoular schoglge Msthorditles in the
secular fleld inviunde s varioty of slms and purpoaen for
the muragery school. Qwen, a0 early Ingligh writer, sirescos
gotigl development. {he says of the nurgery school !

le 1% erestes an enviromment sidoh the 1ittle child
opn master and fosl %o be bis ows.

2y hildren Tind afult Triends who have plenty of
WUne to play wWith fheny anawer thelr quostions,
ad wett for ithan while they slowly learm %o perw
forwt all the W ttle Auties of thelr dally 1ife.

3, It glves the 5311116. companionship with obildren of
e owm ages

54 Oweny ons Zhles po 20,
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Foster and Mattson state that the specific sim of the
mireery achool is to safemisrd the heslth of the ohild and
% promote his physical, montal, wodlal, and awotlional de-
velopnent.55 The ssscotation for Mursary Zincation of
Southern Califormdia glves Lts alm in genersl tems: “Bursery
sduoation provides for the op¥aosl development of ohildren
during thelr presciosl ma.m,"%

Concarning alnay Eellogs writes as followa:

+ + » The ne of the muirsery school is mot on

f2 bafy ot T Eoven Bt o TGl el
that isy %o teach hin to onjoy the aompaty of! others
and wﬂgwo othors enjloy hMs cmm%

An anglycle of these slme shows that the congern of
seouler leaflers in the 1614 1s for socolal dovalopnent, in
the naine In none of the examined objootives wes there mene
tien of developing morel habits or of developing the ehild'a
religlons natuve.

Y} pobgol. While the asoc~
ular school diredts L1ts onergles toward the phystosl, mene
tal, and soelqd development of the obild, the shmreh's

55 pester mnd Hattoon, goe 2lbes Do %4
56 reon and YWood, Qe Q}_&p, Ite 155,
5T xelloos, gpe Ghlss » 214,
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Primary interest should be in the ohlld's religious develw
opment. Rlankenshlp says that the ultlasbe oblective of
thrl stian education ahould povern all of the ohurch's asotlive
i1ties in that flold:

The "great objective™ toward which the total proesrom
of Chriatian efucation in the shurch 1g A reoted 1a “the
nev porgon in Jemis Christe” 411 naterials and methoda
used should Be such that werk towsrd the objoctives
They should seskt to leed to the sperdonce of converslion,
and alm to lend to ths growth which ocomes An a 1ife
sarranderad %o Chriaste

In plexving for ohildrmm in Serms of theély maturing
sapacdty, we shall interpret maa;;gma& obleetive®
mesn thot our chlef task is %o lead every pupll ¢ heve
followchip with God threugh an aoceptance of Jemis
Chrisgt as Lumsgnd Saviors and to follow the Thrigtllike
way of 1iving.

In line with the "~reai oblestive", Betts lists the
following specific glmg for the marsery school !

1. %o mltivate in the chlld a conscloumoens of the
%‘gﬁli progonce of God aa a loving Pather and
b 3 414 8N

2. To soquaint the okild «with tha thourbt of Jesus
as tho glft of

3. To furnish tho & sl inations and metivitien by
nenns of which the ohild may lesrn te sdjust hipe-
self to others.

4y Ap 2 special mmmn of the preceding objec~
tive, help W P or prevent wrons hablts
that are forming and o estalilidh risht ones.

%, Te teesh young ehildren the spirlt and nothed of
helnfulrieas. '

58 1olp Hlanitenship, Qur Plang for Chdidren
{Priladelphiat The Judmn,?mmag 51 )s DD 75%? g
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. To aomalnt the ohild with tho elmreh ag a uild-
ingy a place vhere he sey oo el find & pleasant
rooy, atteaetive playthilngs, hmar actlvitiea; and
alego as o place that telle him stortos sbout God
and about Jemus, and tenohe oa, songs and proyers,
and finglly about the Bble.b
Undoubtedly, nany in stating objeetives, would give s
more prominent plaoce to the use of the BiMe than dnep Betis.
However, with this nmedlficatlon, these aima oould well be

adopted for the church mirsery sghool.

Purcoges rev¥ealed in the mirvey, In regponse to the
question in the survey, “"what iz the purpose of the sohool?®™,

a varioty of anevers were given, Kleven niated thad thelr

parpose was to glve preschool treining in a Ghristlan onvi-
romment. Mne asdld that 1% was to serve working parentes
Seven replied that 1t was %o sorve the commurd by, and seven
to five experionce %W the eldidren in group living.,. There
wore five who gosmoed Up thelr purpose as the prometlen of
the emotionel, apclal, mental, and asesthetic development of
the preschool ehild. Three looked at 1t as an opportunity
to promote preschool frsining. Others gave the following
answers: to ild charaotor: o nrovide play spece in a
srowded olty; to provide wholesomey happy care for ohfldren
rocuiring 1t; to koep bonmes together and holp lone parents
gare for tholr elhildren; to provide s foundation for Chris-

Betta, [} 2R3 Q&ﬁag. P 3T-41.
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tlan oftt senalins and to sorve underprivilesed ohildren. Id
would gemn thet more soheols ghould have included Chrishien
training in thely statement of purposes

I, STANDARDES FOR NOLREERY JCHOOLS

Various
athoras and nurgery school aseoclistions have compiled
standards wiloh they set forth as "messuring stioks® for
nurzery schools. One set of glandards, listing sevenlean
points on which a mirecry school may be Judged, has beun
worited cut by the Hational Assvalatlon for Burgery Ednog-
t1on, 60

Reliogs hap worked out z chart of standarde arrgnged
in three colunns.5! The firet column lists the basic re-
qirenonte whiok maet By fulfllled hofore s sohool can be
eponedly, and reprosoits o stadsrd below wihdch ne sohool
ghould fall. The secomd solumn glves the recommendad cone
4itdons for public nuraery sshools! ami the third 1lste the
naxinuz conditionsz to show at what polnt thoere ig too much of
s good thing,

60 wational issociation for Bargery Sucation, gp.
MD’ mw#

61 Kellogss gne cibe, pp. 45672,
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In these two liste of standavds, the one represont-
ative of atandards daviged by an assotiation of marsery
sohools, and the othor lish get up hy an individusl muresery
achool smthorisy, no nention Lo made of an opportunity for
reliclous development of the ohildren, or of meral standards
repired for the staffs 4 ehurceh-gronsored mirsery sohool
should inciude the kigh stenderds get up for tescher Wrain~
ing, equipment, housing; snd health. Houwever, ithers will
need to Do set up gerteln stmderds pertaining to 1ts roli-
#lous aaphsel oe

Stentaxds related to @ristian siugat Standards
basic for the dhurehwsponscred mreery school insiudet

l. Rgoh nenber of the stafl should be a Christian who
regards the work of gulding yourig ohildren as a field of
Ohrl stian servico.

2. The governing boedy of the mursery sehoel should be
oo sed af‘ Chrigtlans whe recogitise the opporiumlities for
Chrm stisn oducaition wilch are presended by the mursary school
gl tuptlon.

3. The entire progran dhould be religious in ahare-
aptar, This will mean using opportnities Ln casigl cone
versation %0 nake cklldrem gwere of God as a loving Heavenly
Pathor, of Jemus as the gift of God, and of the MWle as
God's Word} the use of Hible stories, Chudstian songs, snd
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Prayers; and mrace belors meals. Through ths example of the
stalff, the childrem should be helped to fesl roverance for
the ohurch and the Mble. They should bs helped to foel that
they ere an important part of the church.

4, Effort should be made to hring the wholo family
into fallowshdp with thrish, and with the church. Thig in-
aludss nod only the mother, who ig most likely the one who
brings the ohiid t mursery solool smd who 1s most fremently
thought of as the parent of the oifld, dut alse the Pather
and othor manbers of the fumily.

Relilous gphases foumd in the mirvey, The rell-
glous emphasls in a soheol La determined by 1ts alnas. If
1ts alms coinalde with ths "graat abjective" of (hristlan
edunation.% there Wil be a strong ralglious aphasis.

If, hovwever, 1t sime are more closely reolated to those of
the gaoular mursery schoolsn, there ¥lll be lons rellsious
eaphaalg. In the questiommalre no @ention was askel roe-
garding the religlous cmphasecs piven in the mursery sochoola.
Sach quegtiong were omliled in the survey in order to dla-
cover whether those replylng would senge 1ts lmportance.
feversl shoved thraugh responses end through oirous
lars which they onglosed thal thoere was s definite religlous

62 gr. munra, pe 45
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sontent in thelr progresm. In Tact, one mentioned as a3 uni-
que featura the roligicus nature of the entire program. HMxe
toen indioated a rollglous esphaslis in olther thelr snawers
soncammilng purpese, or thelr answers concorming the banefits
whioh resulted from thelr work. 3even mentioned some type
of worshlp mervice for the children. One ohurch hgs a
Aftean-minute voraddp servics each day in the ochurch smno-
tuary.63 Three memtioned the use of prayers, el tvo mpoke
of valng Blble storieés amd saored zsongs. One acomented on
the need for mnore duirdwomiered murseries, sad more traine
ed Christian teacheras By “slmrch-centered" waa probably
pemnt “ohuroh~mpongored. Twe mentloned 5 Christlen exe
perdence as a uaelifisation for thelr teschers. Othors
indicated their prealipious ephesds by mich coumaents gs the
followinst “de urge church attendancer” "ehildren are
tanght the 1den of thenkfulness®! and "the schosl helps to
develop spiritual swareneass.®

Tloven made no mention of relision. However, this
fact could not be congtiued %o mean that the Jhristlan
faith 1s complotely overiceked, since no dreet Wostion was
agked concorming religlous aspheeis. Feverthslenms,; 1t
wonild seon to indicaite that these marsery mehool leaders do
not conalider Lt to be of primary Importance.

€3 priok Presbytorian Church, Wew York, N. Y.



Q.
ydmlegione Almost al) astates row
quire s physicsl exemination by a physiclan bofore a shild
may Be enrcllied In a mursery aschool. Kelloos recormenis
thls, and that a writben rocord of the findings be filed by
the school.5% In eight of the mohools surveyed, the physlosl
expnination was thelr only requirenent for admission. @Mx
pooifiad age as tholyr anly rogquirenents JThrae included
aldl1ity to make satliafaslery treangportation errangenents

among thelr preroqulasltes.

Some gehools used mental and socldl dovelopment ae
Umenairing gticks¥. OF the Mive whieh Inciuded mental de-
vslopnent and intelligence, one gave “resdinsss® tests tw
applicante t:gr wrelingt. Porvonal interviews wers usel by
gome achools. Four beasd tholr deslelon regarding admlselon
on the intarview, snd whother thoy folt that the ohilad wonld
Y 1n with the groups

Those schoole wich esbered to a partiowiay type of
dlientele had more gpeclflc requlrements. Zconomle, soclal,
or azotionzl need was the baslis in four sohoolcos Tuo ane
rolled only the children of workting mothers, whils two others
1nelunded eltber oidldren of working mothers or $hose with
seonomie, sooligl, or smctionsl needss In one cooperative

54 Eslio#s, Ops m.; D 10
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achool, only children whose mothars could participate were
angen tedy

In oomtrast to these more rigid requirasents, five
schools 1lsted no requirments, and one echool acoepted the
Tirst thirty pplilioants. Two sohpols fave prefersnce to
otdldren of oclurch members in the matter of eorollment.

FProbshly boocaige of the linitaflon in the mumber of
chlldron who may be afuitted, the churohe-mponsored sohools
are in s position % eet up more axacting requiranents than
the seoular sohwols, vhs asually nake no moeolfioations exe
cept for age znd a heslth exmsination. The Hethodlst Uhreh
mgzests that reglatration be opon to nwmders of the ohuroh
firat, then after a specifisd tinme, to the public. fThey
alse migsest the regulrement of s dootor's certificnte ra-
garding the ohlld's health, and a aigned atebement fyon the
parsats indicating thetr willingnees to cooperate whih the
Bohoo) e

The fordy~four mursory schools
roporting vere sboult equally divided betwsen hall-dany and
full=dey sessionse Twonty-five schools had half-dny sosgions.

of this group, twenty met flve days por wesk, vile one
schosl meb two mornings eash weok. Two met three morpings

ponsorsd fhrough-tho-Woslk Nurgery
nreds
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per wosk. Oup school widch opurated five days per wosk onw
rolled eiildron for three, four, or fMve days per woek.

One sehool had seaslons for mureery oldldren in the
worning, and klndmaw in the afterncon. This migzests
a solution to the ohureh which would like to provide wedkday
tlaases for both groups, while stiil eperaling on a mmall
udget, or with a limited amount of gpace. The same tesohs
ers and room gspuace could be used for both groups. A variation
of this plan was found in snother almroh whioh held two du-
viloate half-duy sessions for nuraery children, thus mseking
1t rossible to gpocomodate twice as meny ohildren ixn the sgme
saount of mave.

Jmong the schools repording, ninetesn hed fMulii-day
geaslonss Heny of thess sorved children of employed mothers,
or children from hopes vhere there was an esononio probleom.
#xteen of these sehools operated five days per wesks Tuo
had sesaions #lx days por week, and one reported six and ono~
hal? days of nursery achool, I& is ressonable &0 sosume thet
this figare includes the SBunday morning sesslon of ithe mrg-
ory claes.

Finangey. The Hethwdist Chmroh makss the following
migzastions for moesting the finangssa of the mursery school:
Hoat churches charge o seall Wition fee for easch

ont1d4, The suount varlies from aboat U5.00 to $L2.00
per month. Xt iz usually payable a month in advance.
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Tl & montey slwply helps with oxpenses. The clmrch kine
forgarten or mursery school is ot operated for profit.
Often the tnitdon ceros for the salaries and tomching
sippiles and the ohureh furniches 1light, wgter, and heat,
Sy t a vorihy SRi14 Who G014 oiherel s nat asoomd:Cl

A wide varlelion was found in the mount of teition
gharged hy schoclas Of the twenty-Tive helf-day sohocle re-
porting, only three were not self-mipporting. smong the
half=day schools operating five days per weok, the tultion
ranged from twenty cente to §1.71 per day. The median fip~
vre for wlition was elphty-tun genta per day. The aversgse
tuition for this group was sighty-seven cents per 4nys.

The twitlion rates mizgested by the Methodiet Cimpch
are between thirty and s xty cents por day. Owly four of
the schools surveyed cherged sixly cents or less per daye
In view of thoue faols, 11 would sean that 11 1s necesszry
to charge slightly hichor tultion than that mgmested by
the Mothods 2t Ghurah, unless tho mirsery school 15 eubale
dized by the chrch.

The avorage tuitlon for the full-~day sehools vas
§1420 por day. The rates for M1l days wuld necessardly
be Higher gince ochdildren mast be gerved a nourishing lunch
at noon. Also, s 2WIT worklng all day sugt be psdd Highor
uages than one which works only halfwdsys. The median

66 maa.
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Wwitlon was $1.40, with rates ranglng from thirty cents to
$2+50 per day. Five of the sshools wiieh operate all day
did not give thelr tuttion rates, Mut stated that they ueed
a sliding gocale based on the fanily's ability to pay. Only
siz of the full-day sohvole were self-mpporting. This can
be explained by the faet that these sshooly have, in the
nain, ohildren from low-income families which are uneble to
pay tultion rates Mpgh enough to sover sl) the expensen.

Eerellment and attendgnoe. The enroliment in the
schoola reporting renged frem fifteen to elghty~seven. The
mediagn figare for the fortysthree schools whish reported

thelr enroliment was 3% The aversge enroliment reported

wes #4143 pupiles

0f the thirty-nine mirgsery ssheols whioh reported
thelir average sttandance, the mean was 34,2, The median was
31, with attendanoe in the sschools ranging from ten to

seventy~five.

Teggberwourid ratin. Kellogg recommends for nursery
sehools an over-xll tescher-pupil ratie of one teacher to
sight pupils.57 The Natlonal Assoclation for Nursery Hdu-
oation mgsests cne teacher for not more than ten ohildren.58

8T xelloas, gne @i, D« 468,

68 Kational asectlation for Nursery Hlucation, gp.
Git" Wﬂaﬁdﬁ
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The ranze ia tsacher-pupil ratlo for the nuysery schools sur~
Yeyed varied from one teacher for four children te one for
niveteon childwren. The modian figure for the fortyeons
achools answering this question was one teacher for 10 pue
pils. The arithmetic moan was one teasher for 10.3 ohile
dren. 8lxteoen aschools showed a ratic higher than the re-
conmended ratio of one te tens Acoording to thls stendard
36 per gent of the schools were understaffed.

g for Yescherss In the matter of quall-
fications for teschers, the mursery schools surveyed showed
lover standards than in any other cstegory exmmined, Mghis
een achools used only tescheéra with ovllege degreesn: OF
thi e nunbar, ten gchotls reguiresd that the teacher have
woolalized tralning elther in nursery school or in early
ohildhood educgtion. Two schools preferred college grafue
ates, but would scoept tesshars hsving some sollege work,
gtate certification of the teachers was the cusllfiocation
ilated by seven. Thesze three cabepories of qualifications
acgounted for tumtyeseven of the schools, or 61 per cend of
the total mmbers

The remsining 39 per cendt of the schools bhad much
lowsr standards for thelr teachers., Far tem of ther, the
only requirament listed was experience with the age~group.
Sever of the auestlionsalres Al4 not state any walifications
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or else gave snswers which werse too vagee to classify., Only
two of the schools specified that the teachers should be
Chri atlans.

The National Association for Mursery Education in ite
recounsndations for temcher guslifications states that the
teashars should be mpecifioally prepared to tesch in murgery
sehool, that the preparation should have Been secured in an
spproved teasher education institution, end that the teacher
should have hafl sipervised student ﬁwehﬁ.ng,qﬁg Esllogg
1ists a number of peraonal charssterietice slong with a cole
lege degres for teashers.’C Agcording to the @ialifiestions
sat up By these smithoriiles, the stendards of ssventeen of
the schools surveyed were too lows The inabllity of many
shurch~gponsoread nurgeries 0 pay tOp wWasSes may be one regsohd
why ecaie of then have been gatis¥lied to suploy teschers who
were mod well-quallifieds A sscond resmaon may be that not
all of the shurches are avere of the lmportanse of employing
an expert for the task, In the minds of scme leaders, there
may st11l lurk the 1dsa that guyome who is fond of amall
shildren is Qualified 20 toach them.

It is nothing short of eppelling to find thst only
two of the nursery schools who replled to the questiomnsire

59 Log. ohte
70 KellogZy ohe Siies peo A6T.
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regulre thet the teashars be Chrletians. The teacher is the
greatest faotor in the miscess or fallure of the nursery
sshool. If the teacher {s mot & Ohristisn, she will have
1ittle, 1f any, intersat im the Christien training of her
Pupilime Even if ghe atteupis to introduce Bible stories and
prayers ints the dally program becwmise L1t seems the thing te
&o, they may have 1itile influence, for young ehildren are
quick te deteot insincerity in adultss COne of the basle re~
@lremente for every worksr with cbildres ln a church-sponsored
mirsery school shoeuld be that the individusl bBe gz Chrlstlsn.

Hethod of resrmiting children. That the best method
of advertising 1z satliefied custcomers was borte out in the
rapliea to ths question soncernling the mathods used to e~
erul® ebildren for the nursery echoel,. Twemntye«two, or oune-
half, of the sohools weged wo gdverilaing. OFf this mumber,
fifteen reported that they had o welting 1ist of pupiles
Ons school which 414 advertise reported g walting llst.
Eleven schools reporbed thet thely asdvertlsing was done by
word of mouth, which is sguivalent o no speoial sdvertising
on the part of the sohool,

among the soheols that A4 adveriise, a muwber of
methods were used. Announcements in the chureh Wlletin

vere used by six schoolsi and eiz advertised in the loeal
newnpapare Other methods of advertising mentioned were!

satalog or brochure, sisn on the church, radio announcenenta,
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lstters to mothers of pre-sohool ohildren in the nelghbor-
hood; ssnvassing; postersi and a parade and festivel by the
children. Although using s ostelog or brochure for recrult~
mant purposss waa mentioned only twice, many of the sshools
sirveysi publish sttractive brochures whioch should ald con-
slderably in haiping people to get acquginted with the murs-
ery schools

Earent-aghool relationa. Kellogs, whose philosophy
of education is child~centered, keepe pareutsl contasta to
a minimum, This ig borne out in her statement regxrding the
relatlionahips of the mursery sabool to perents.

Parents nood to be told in writing of the sohool's
riles and regulations which apply to them, This is
beat dons through parent tulletins whish can be typed;
mimeographsd, or printed. Subjects to be ooversd ars:
sugices of the sobool, feca, ralesy, date of payment,
refundsg Tor abssnee, hours of school servics, health
reguliations, nanes of gtaff membsrg, and other informe
atlon or saggestions that are of interest to parentg.’l

ghe fasls thst marasery sohoole are not in a position
o undertake parent efucation.. On this sublect, she saya:

Por nursery schools af the type we are &l acussing
only incldentsl tescher help to parents $s commendabdle,
and parent sducation should be left to other agencles
for thege reasona! teschers have nelthsr the tine nor
the ualificationas to conduet erzanized parwnt sdusaw~
tion; parent groups ssldom have the homogenelty needed
for group edugation; when leachors teach both parents
and children relations become to¢ involved and conflich-

71 geliosz,. ops gits, ps 324
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1ng; speclal ataff for parent edusstion %8 costly, is not
sasily integrated into the nureery school, and funoticns
better from a base of adult sdusation; the most Mundamen~
tal parent eduuation nesds to be fose before the ohild
roaches the rursery school age; and ihe nursery sbhool,
having not yeot solved 14s own basi¢ probleme, cannot Lake
on such a large additional order as parent edncation.’#

However, the subleat of parsnt ednemtion ie not ons
whieh can be llghtly diamisseds Foater snd Hattsen state
that all teashers of young children are sngeaging in some
type of parant education,

The quoation, "Does your maraery schoo) mg:%a in
parent oduoation?™ can receive nothing tut sn &fflmas
tive angwer. Intentlonally or not, sny person who has
slose contact width young ehildren will have an influence
upen the parents of thoee chlldren, will in other worde
bo “eduoating” them. Some of this education will be
good: some will bhe medicore) some, unfortunatsly, will
be poors. Mt sducation of che part or anocther are
will be. The guestions to be dealded are? “To what dew
gres shall the sechool try to chan-e the p%enm' sttl=~
tdes?” and "what methods shall bs uged?®

They suzzest many types of paerent education which
nay be used by ths nursery schools. These include! soclal
mestings; actual partleloation of parents By wusing mothers
a8 helpers, or letting psrente furmiesh tranmortation for
the childrsn; work nights teo make things for the achosl, and
psint or repslr toys and enulpmaentsd visits to the ashool
for observation; parent sonfersnces; study groups; leotures
and reading matter fopr narents) exhiMts; snd informal
parenteteacher sentacts. T

72 Ibidss Pe 320
73 Foster and Mattson, gp, git., pe 309
” Loee ot
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The National Assooiation for Nursery Bducation takes
a view similiar to that of Toster and Hattson, and would
conalder paronts as wall se ohildren They recommend par=
ents' meetings, counselling, cccastonal use of parents as
helpers, and weleoming parents to obserye, dlscuss pollieles,
or make su. gostions.ls

Hany of these Ldessn cculd be adupted by the churche
sponsored mursery aschonl,. and conld be ussd with a Ghriatian
aphasl ae Magazinss, lesflets, or mimevgrephed mat pisl re-
lating to Christien sduostlon in the home could be dlastribe
uted to parents, One of the meabt important mesns of parent
eduoation for the Christlan mursery school im the contaet of
the parents with the Ohrigtian teacher through casual moelw
ings when bringing the ohild to school, or through confere
encee of a more formal natures The skiiled tsacher will
use these opportunities to present the child's need for a
Chrigtien home, znd the parents’ need of (hrist snd the
etmroh to help tham in bevoming better parenta.

Although no question regarding parent education was
asked in the survey, many made reference to it in thelr
replies. It was dlscovered by comments made in the Questionw
nelres that at laosst seven of the mursery schools had pare

75 Natlonel Assoelation for Nurgery Sducatlon, gp.
m», uupa.gad«
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ents' moedings, and three had mothers' clubs. Two eof the
schools had family parties al the chursh. News sheets were
gent to the homes by two of the marsery achoole. One school
hed & weskly radio progrem geared to the porents’ level, and
almed at sdult or parent edusation. Hany indioated that they
oounaselled with parents when the nesd arosc.

Astual partieipation of parents in the muirgery school
wag found less frequently than sattespts gt construdtive par~
ant education. One of tha schools replying was a cooperatlve
sohool conduoted entlrely by pareats. One school had a
mothera' council which helped to decide the policies of the
selwol. ¥others in one of the schools helped through the
mothers' olub by making things to be uged in the mirsery
sochool.

The only @estion asiksd in the smirvey whioh relsted
to parents’ particinsation was, *ire mothers used asz helperst"
™ g brought thirty~siz negative angwors. The fullowing
affirmabive angwers wore glven: yess; twos ocomslomally,
two i only in energansles and for extras, two; oftoen, one;
and as seeretary and to asslab, one.

Both in the answors to the mesticnnsire and in pube
11 ghed nmaterials regarding parent-gehcel reletionahlips, 1t
was apparent that most authoritles end nursery school direc-
tors think enly of the mother as the parsmt of the mirsery
aohool ohlild, Host suthors in referring %o parents uase the
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promoun, “she," indioating ‘that they do not recognlize the
important part of the father in rearing s child, While the
mother will mosd likeély be the one to bring the oblld to murs-
ery school, the school should seelt %o work with both parents,
not Just with the mothers. Fathers should be included in
parents' meetings, conferences, work mights, and soclal
noetings. Jome fathers may be able to participate in ether
ways, such ag in providing trasspertation for the children.

Health inenegtion. O©One of the aims of a good murs~
ery school 18 %o improve the heslth of 1ts pupils. Bealdes
a thorough physlea)l exsninabion before enirence, it iz ime
portant to inspact the children upon arrivsl sash morning.
Those showing sigms ¢f Llimeas should be ment home unii)
they recover, This fa recommendsd by both Kalmmvﬁ and ths
Bational Associstlon for Mursery Rdusstion.7? fThe schocle
in the survey rated bigh on thiaz points Of the Party-four
schoole 1n the aurvey, 38 provided heslth inspestion. OF
the remsining six schools, twe had inepeation at the begin-
ning of the yeari one haf an sxemination before entrance apd
at mid~year by a physiolang snd three had no health lnupaece
Hon at alle

76 Kelloss, ohe MQ, jo Y 470,
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Belimloua and racial tolersnce. In answer to the
mestion, "Are children of all faltha and national baok-
grounds acoeptedi", thirty-asven schools replied in the gf'~
firmative. PFour aschools accepted no negro ehildren. These
four schools were looated in Maryland, Missouri, snd New
Jerseys One aschool reported that 1% pogepted agll faltha,
bat not all races. Two of the aschools questioned were pri-
marily negro centers, and hed no white ohildren enrclled.

Unique or unusial fsatures found. As a Eroup, the
nursery schools reporting showsd s sreat deal of orlginality
and many individual differencess DNMrectora and teathers in
the various schools have evidently sdspted thelr programs
to mest the particular needs of the group they serve.

The nursery schools in upderprivileged communities
have done much in the ares of soolal service, and ia the ilm-
provement of heslth. Many of thege achools indlogted that
they furnished ocod liver oll toc the children, One school
gave the ehlldren smm lagmp trestaents.

A mursery school in the heart of a large lndustrigl
olty accepted ohildren who d1& not spesk Emglish, and helped
them to learn the lahguasges. Thres asshools reportsd that
they amcc¢epted physionlly handiospped children. Others men~
gloned the fact of meeting a need for a partioular type of
nursery schocl, such as bVelng the omly non-profit nurgery
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school in the clity; the only shurchegponsored nursery sechool
or the only one mesting threo fsys per weslk,

Other unusuisl features reported which show Lngenul ty
and originality were! a commencement program at the close of
the year; an atiractive news gheet about mursery school hepe
penings, bomemsde equipment, end contimuous in-service traln-

ing for temthers.
IIT, SemanyY

In thlis chapter the aims snd purpossés of both sesular
and ehurch-~gponsored murasery schoole bave been 41 scussed.

It has been shown that sinoce the aime of these twe types of
achools are 41fferent, their phMicsophy of prewschool oluss~
tion is Girferant. Thisa, in turn, means that in sertaln
reapects thelr standards for muraery aducation dlffers.

From facts dlscovered in the survey of forty-four
ohurehegponsored nursery schoolsy sn evslustion of these
ackools vas mades; Judging them in the light of secular
stendards and etandards for rellglous educations The follow=~
ing fasters as found in the schoola murveyed have been 4l g«
sussed: religlous exphases;: remlrenents for sdmissiond
length of sesalonaj finances; enrollment and attendancs;
teacherwpupil ratic! quallficatlons for %eachers; method
of recrulting puplle’ parsnt-achool relationships; healih
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inspeetion: religious and rasilal toleranca; and unique or
umisial features found in individual mureery schoolas.

The following chapter contalns the summary of the
thesls and the conclusions resohed sme a resilt of the study,



CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CONOLUSICHS

1t was the purpose of this study (1) te dlsoover the
values of the shurgh-sponsored mursery school to the ohilad,

the €amily, the ohureh, and the communitys and (2) to evalu
ate the work being dowe by ohrchesponsored muraery schools
by meamiring them agalnat the stendards for nursery achools
set up by leaders in the secular fleld and in the field of
religlous sdueation. The eurvey included about one~fifth
of the nmursery sshools in ths United 3tates which sre spon-
sored by Frotestant churcheas. From the remlts of this survey
a numnber of gonclusions have beon formed.

There sppear to be two dlatinet types of nuraery
achools under church suspices. The one type, whish 18 of a
philanthropio nature, 1 feund chiefly in large ¢ltieg.
fuoh soheols are umislly located in eress where there ina
voonomic need and where many mothers are esployed ocuilside
the home. Mosl of the nursery achools of this type are in
segasion Tor a full days Tultion rates are low, and the
schools are subsidized elther Ly the sponsoring organisation,
or by funds from the looal Comaunity Chest or s siniliar
phllanthreple organlzation.

The othsr type of mirsery school ssrves 1ts own ohurch

noemberaship as well as bthe surrcunding nelzhborhood. These
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schools usually are conducted for half a day, snd are an
axtension of the Sunday merning nursery classs Host of these
schools charge mfficlent tuitliom to make them self-mpporting
This type of school ia found most frequently in large churches
whoge menbership 1s in the upper middle-clans economionlly.

for the most part, the nuraery schooels sre wolle
stalfed, as far ss Mumbers sre condcernedls Fowaver, about
one-half of the sehoola had tow low educationsl standards
Tor their teashers.

On the part of some aschoolas, there seeme to De a lack
of smphasie on Chriatisgn sduecation. These achocls aspparent-
1y have falled o make thelr glme, and thug thelr prograng,
any difforent from well-tonaged asevotilar schools. Unless
ehurshes malte their mursery achools a vital part of thelr
progra of Ohristian edussilion, sud unlees there is & defi~
mite Christlan enphasis, the mrsery scheol in the church
falla to Juatify its exlastences Other gohools indicated by
their replien to the ueationnairs that thelr slmp and obw
Jectivas vere 1n line with the “great objlective" of Chrla~
tian education.

A munbar of neodg in the field of church mraery
goheols Yo spparent. Among many people, there 14 almash
pomplete ignorance regarding any type of preashool eduocation.
Even mors wdemread 1s the Llghorance of the opportunity for
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the looal cimrgh in preschocl sducation. There id a need
for more material to bHe writtsn on the mbject, both to as-
quaint the publie with mirsery schools in gonersl, and to
point cut the sdvantages of a churchwsponsored school. Jeow
ondly, there 1s a need for mors material to be written for
leaders in Christian education. The ohallenge and oppertuni-~
ty of nursery school work ahould be presented, and the methe
ods for establishing and conducting s fhriastlan muraery
school should ba shown.

An geen by the fact that many churchegponsored
sohools bave walting lists of prospaotive puplilae, and that
in & pumber of states there sre no churshesponsored achools
at 811, thers is need for more mraery schodls to be started
by churches which are able o maivitaln Mgh stendardes slmo
noesded 18 a greater degree of stabllity asong the schooles
A mursery school should not be wstabllished unless there is
reasonable ¢serbainty thad 1t can be continued as s permanent
part of the ctmrah's program.

The greatest need smong the schools which alresdy
extnt 1z for more well«tralned thrigiian teachera. The
£4 214 of nurasery educetion ip a hlzhly epeclalized one, apd
there are & limlted mumber of peeple who asve well-tralned in
tha field, Hovever, the much bigher gquallty of work whioh
ozn be dome by wellwtrained teschers makes this demand for
training essentials It 1e @ be hoped that mmeng Christian
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young people, thers will be meen the opportunity for Chrie-
tian service through this work with young ohildren, and that
Bore young people will prepare themselves for preachocl edi~
eatlion work.

Besidea the evalnation of the mursery achools sirveyed,
the thesls has ineluded a study of the values of preschool
aduoatlqn in general, and the eddltional adventagea provided
by the churchesponsored nursgery school. 7The study has also
included a szeboh of the hiatory of the development of secular
and chirchegponsored mrsery schools.
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SURVIY OF CHUROH=-SPCHOCIED WEEXDAY SURSESIES

Kane of sadool addrons
ﬁma af pem@n
Spongoring organlzation in charge, .

Ne. onrolled  Average daily atmaauaa M;w of obhildren
Nos of days par wesk sohool 1s opersabtod
Is tultlon sharged? _ _  JHow much?

Other methods of finansing . - e
Ho. of tralined workers .. Jo» of untrained workers,

Are mothors used as helpers?
Is health inspediion provided?
Hethod af reemiiing ohildren
Requlrements for emvellment — ot _
Are shildren of g1l falihs and national Backgrounds avcept-
ea’, Wat is the purpose of the sobool?

BRI NS

Bt el outline or desoripilion of Asily progrem

What features of the gehod) do you consider unloque?

that vziues or conipitutlions do you feai the sehool is maliing
{1) to the ah1147

{2) to the home from wid. ok the child comes?
{3) to the ctmreh?
{4) to the commumiiy?

Uomments
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