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CHAPTER X
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROBLEM

Three years ago a2 teacher in a public highschool in
a small town in Southern Illinois became disturbed about the
type of periocdicals which were coming into the schoel 1lib-
rarye It wos her duty to talke the incoming nmagasines from
the desk in the library and to place them in their proper
places on the periocdical shelf. Almost without exception
the students had alresdy looked through the periodicals and
with pencil or ink had marked and emphasized pictures pore
traying mdity, love, and sex. This experience created an
interest to find ocut what was in the periodicals, A4s a re-
sult g brief survey was made of the incoming magasines for
a periocd of sbout three months. The results of that survey
were not preserved and nothing further was done until this
eritical survey was attempted,

Very little has been done in this field. Only one
other project similar to this one has been available.
Bernard Palmer,l a writer for Ghristisn Life magasine did
a similar project in the small town of Holdrege, Nebraska,
in Jamuary, 1949.

It was the purpose af this study {l} to establish

1 pernard Palmer, ®duck in Your Hagasines,”
Christian Life, 10:8, 9, 10, 39, 40, 41, April, 1949.
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criteria for the evaluation of literature in the Chriatian
home; (2) to report the results of the survey made in Christ-
ian homes of the Pree Methodist Chmrchs (3) to give an evalua-
tion of the secular poriodicals reported through the question—
naire; and {4) to make observations which developed out of

the survey.



CHAPTER IX

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF CHITERIA FOR EVALUATING LITERATURE
IN THE CHRISTIAR HOME

There was a time when so little reading matter exis-
ted that the Bible and religious literature hsd almost no
competition. Clean and wholesome books and periodicals were
at hand for the cager and inguiring roader. ihey were easier
to secure than injurious publications and, comsequently, were
more widely resd.

Today the situstion is drastically changed. Modern
printing presses are pouring out hundreds of books and maga-
zines each year. Publicstions with hundreds of thousands of
readers come into both Christian and non-christian homes, The
problen today is not to find soumething to read, but to be a
digerimdmating reader,

To print books of a certain type has becowe profitable

bugsiness, The grealest profits are to be gathered from
the production and aale of literature whioch is priaarily

sordid and sensational. Some of the printed matiter avail-~
abls to us today is disgustingly base. Those who produce
it know how to stay jeet within the law, or they would be
serving prison sentences for viclating the statutes pass-
ed to preserve a decent, soeisty, Much more of this litera-
ture is fairly clean, but it pietures life in more or less
pagan terms, As one reads it, he finds himself soming to
feel that there is nothing to life except the selfish, the
sordid, and the temporary,

1l
Cewthon isbury Bowen, Litarature and
Life, Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, New ?QHE, Phs 7 Ed



I. DUAGERY
Before setting up a criteria for religious literaw-
ture it is necessary to look into the moat imfluential phase
of periodicals which may be termed "imagery.® In a report
made by a group of religious education students 1t was assert-
ed that %civilization moves in the direction of its dominant
imegery.*® .This fact history has established, nar-aindsd
lesders had vividly portrayed the imagery of military strug-
gle before the minds of a nationts youthj in tims thsat natlion
rushed to arms. .Remote and undisturbed peoples of the earth
were seiged by the imagery of econoamic adventurs and achieve-
ment; then these nations awoke, Every individual has been in-
fluenced by skilful propaganda and glaring advertiseoents in
favor of modern motor cars, airplanes, television and multi-
tudes of appliances and gadgetse
Powerful imagery led our nation to reach such heights
of moral idealism as to banish the ligquor traffic as an
cutlaw against societys Then a different imagery furnish-
ed by those interested in the liquor traffic beeane doni-
nant., and a generation began to wuock ab a "noble experie
ment 3
Recently, a modern educator, not religious, made a
provocative statement to a group of English teachers. He
said, "Shall we do anything about the picture magazinggs
1ife, logk, end others? . . . Often a series of pictures

2 Eidc, Pe 69.
3 loe. cit.
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conveys an idea more quickly than five pages of solid type.oh

In April, 1949, Evelyn Perloff from Ohio State Uni~
versity made a study of both male and female resders of the
Sat'rday Evening Posi to find out the extent to which illuse
trations influenced the reading of the articles. She states
in her report, "It was clear, however, that female Post reasd-
ers preferred articles with wany illustrations as compared to
those with no illustrations. Both men and women were equally
influenced by this variasble when its effect on starting reader-
ship was determined, . . .0

IXs IMPCRTANCE OF BASING CRITERYA UPON CHuISTIAN IDEALS

Laura Katherine iiartiu,é’ associate professor of Lib-
rary Science in the University of Kentucky, in her book en-
titled, Hagazines for 3chool Libraries, gives criteria for
evaluating magagines, Her svaluation is excellent for its
purpose, but its eriteria are not sufficient for Christian
reading matter.

8ince the Christian is wrestling "not against flesh
and blood, but against prineipalities, against powers, ageinst

4 R, K. Finch, "How to Teach Studemts to Kead lass
Magagines Critically,” English Journal, 381391, September, 1949.

3 Evelyn Perloff, "Prediction of Feaale Headership of

Magagine Artdcles,® Journal of Applied Psychology, 33:170,
April, 1949.

5 Lewra K. Hartin, Magasines for School Libraries,
He 4. Wilson Company, New York, 1946, pp. 187, 188,
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the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritusl
wickedness in high places,"'] it has been necessary %o set up
criteria based on Christian standards with reference to such
autlorities as Hartin,

III. THE CEITERIA

A basis for the criteria to be esployed in Chwistian
evaluation of literature is found in Paults aduonition to the
Philippian Christians: # . . » whatsoever things are true,

vhatsoever things are honeat, whatsosver things are Jjust,

vhatgoever things are pure, whatscever things are lovely,
vhatsoever things are of good report . . . think on these
things, "

IV, EXPOSITION OF THE CRITENIA

The problem of the people of Philiupi with whom Paul
was dealing is very simllar to the one facing the Christian
readsr today. Paul had previously dencunced the subtle reck-
onings of the teachers. By denouncing these, he promised to
the Philippian Christians the peace of God which 4s to be the

guardian of thelr thoughts and imaginations; however, ®they

7 King James Version, Bible, Ephesians 6112,
8 Ibid., Philippians 4:8.
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must do their part in bendin; their minds to worthy objects.®?
%There is to be no vacuum, c:lled peace, These thearts
and thoughte' are to be active, dlscursive, reflective, 'reckon-
ing,? Ycalculating,! *reasoning outs z ) ¥ {g ,ggzag‘( in-
nuaerable things-—all with a wlew, of course, to the lifelong
work of serving God and man.*¥ Their minds are to be %occupied
with all that « + +» « man truly ealls virtue, all that has the

praise of his conscieﬂce."u

Hobertson, in commenting upon the
six adjectives picturing Christian ideals states, ':dthout these
no ideals can exist. They are pertinent now when so much filth
is flauntegd before the world in books, magazines and moving-
pictures under the name of raalism."}‘?'
In examining New Testament ¢ériterias the Greek lexicon

15 a source of help.

J —~ 7
Griteria 1. Irue _a.)._q_Qq_ ad _f i kain

express the very foundations of moral life, If truth and right-
eousness are laeking, there is nothing to hold moral guelities

together. w3

9 Robertson Hicoll, Editor, The dxpositor's Greek
Testament, Vol. 3, Wms B. Berdmans Pub. Co., Grand iapidas, p. 408

10 He Go Moule, Philippian 3tudies, Hodder and Stoughton,
London, 1897, ps 230,

n Robinson, op. cit., p. xxix.
12 Archibald Thamas Rebertson, Word Pictures in the Hew
Testament, Vol. IV, Eerdmans i'ub, Co., Grand Rapids, 1946, 0. L59.

3 Ricoll, op. cit., Pe 4it,
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-
Criteria 2. Homest. _( £ /f /A The most used

translation of the word into Bnglish ls worthy.

There lies in it the idea of a dignity or majesty
which is yet inviting and attractive, and which inepires
reverence, (rave, os French observes, does not exhaust
the meanipg, Cravity may be ridiculous. #The word we
want is ane in which the sense of grawity and dignity,
and of these as invit. revergnce, is combined.’
Ellicotts! venerable is perhaps as near as any word, if

‘be divested of its modern conventional sense
as implying age, and confined to its original asense,
worthy of reversnce.s

#The natural words by which to render it inte English
are such as august, solemn, noble, majestic, dignified“"w

/7
criteria 3. Just. rj‘ Lz 1z Just, aeet,
right. * . . o it describes that which is in accordance with

‘the loftiest conception of righte'm

4 -~
Griteria 4. Fure. __&_F_Z___ﬂ/_____ is derived froa
/

/A Yy /4.5 which means in & physical sense pure; in a
v

moral sense, blameless or religious; in a ceresonial sense,
consecrated. IL takes on the meaning of ghaste, clean, pure,
Jones observes that Pthere would be associated with the word

the thought of domestic purity . . » "17

U Marvin R. Vincent, Ford Studies in the New Testament,
Vol. 3, Vin. B. Kerdmans Pub. Co,, Grand Rapids, 1946, p. 458.

B, Hugh Michael, The Moffatt New Testament Commentary,
Harpers and Brothers Publishers, New York, p. 203.

16 10c. eit.
17 yoid., p. 204
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Criteria 5. lovely. ﬂfeag:é‘}4 is a derivi-

rive from the Greek words :ZZ 'ég 3. asaning tgn towards,

accession to, or pearness at and ¢ 2 A E: e neaning

love of the hesrt rather than of the heads PIts primary
neaning is 'love-inepiring' . ., . . Vhen used of things, the
adjective here employed means plesasing, grateful, attractive;“w
"lit., pounding well. %he kindred verb is commonly used in

an active sense. Hence not well spoken of, but fairspeaking,
and so vinning, gz_;ﬂimz."w The  Expositorfs rendering is
more sultable for the purpose of the criteria-~? , , , those

things whose grace a.t.trscta.'m

griteris 6. Of Good fiepert. &Lqﬁ./,uz&

derived froa EM memungmo_gorwendonede
meaning & saying.
The more probable primary meaning . . . . is "well~-
speaking.® From this are derived such meanings as uttering-
sounds—of-good-omen, fair-sounding, asuspicious. The ad-~

Jective would apply to anything that had a good ring.
sHigh-toned® is an exact English equivalent.

V. SUMMARY

The criteria as taken from Philippians 418 is suffieiently

18 1vid., p. ke
19

Vincent, op. cit., IIX, Pe 45%
2 n@u, L£De E_j__-_t:n,_r III,» l)éaa e

2l \ichasel, ope Cite, PPe 204~5.
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summarised in three guestions which Bowen chooses to ask
concerning the resding matier mut beforw Christiuns:

1. Hhat are the zeatal pletures provided by this
segagine lesding us te Lhink?

2. Uo they make the malerial thkinge of li.: sppear
sll=inportent?

3. Vhsati are they lozding us to decide wbout lii‘a':‘gz

22 gewthon Asbury Rewsn, Jiterstuwre wu [he Chrietisn
Life, pe 08



The #Christian Criteris for Evaluating Magazines®
are based on Paul's admonition in Philippians 438 as shown

herewlth:
CHHISTIAN CRITERIA FOR BVALUATING MAGAZINLS

l. 7True

z« Iruth
b, Righteousncss

These hold moral qualities together.
2. Honest

a. Worthy

b, Dignified

ce Inviting reverence
d. Yenerable

3. dust

tis MNeet

b. Right

c. That vhich is in accordance with the loftiest
concepdion of right.

Le Pure

ae« Blaneleas

b, Consecrated

¢. Chaste

d. Clean

e. Domestic purity

5. Lovely

a. Love~inspiring

b. Pleasing

c. Grateful

d. Attractive

e, Winning

£. Gracious

g. Those things whose grace atiracts,



6., Of goed report

Qe Goad

bt Kéll done

¢. Well speaking

d. Uttering-soundswof-good—omen
e, ¥air sounding

£+ Auspicious

8¢ A good ring

he High toned

Although Leura K, Martin's "Criteria for Evaluating
Magazines® are not sufficient from the standpoint of Christian
sducation, they do make a nsedful contribution to criteria for
Christian matters.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING MAGAZINES

I. Publisher, Other books and magazines he publishes; special

field and etanding in that fleld

As Ceneral comercisl

B. University and scholarly

Cs  Technical and industrial

D. Sponscr {may or may not be the publisher) includes
learned societies, and especial interestss Usually
non-profit, with the objective general welfare or pro-
motion of good will toward some particular cause

II. Character and policy

A+ Reprint or original materlal

B. Proportion of fiction to non~-fiction, in quality as
well as space

C. OCeneral style, Scholarly, popular, literary, juvenile

D. Political bias, Liberal, conservative, or purely re-
portorial

E. Proportion of American to foreign in content and attitude

F. Claims and announcements by the magazine of its future
policiea, checked against actual performance

III. Editor. A specialist in the field, or does he edit un-
related periodicals? Does he write for other magaszines,
books or newspapers?

IV. Contributors., How many are well kuown? (Contributors!
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I.

VII.

VII1I.

X.

13

colums appear incressingly, from whieh information may

be gained)

A« In fictdon, does the magasine usually present its
authors' best work, or is it the mediocre output of
famous writers? Is the style clear or careless?

Bs In non-fiction, is the author an acknowledged expert?
Has he had actual and extended experiences in the
country or the field about which he writes? Does he
write of his own experiences, or gather those of others?
Is his atyle popular, exaggerated, straightforwardy

Hergers., How have these affecied the point of view or make-
up? Usually there is less of merging than of outright pur-
chase, and the periodical purchased is apt to be entirely
lost, although attempts mey be mado to hold readers of

the discontinued publicetion through continuation of favor—
ite departments or contributors,

Date of foundinge New magazines are worthy of cureful exasi~
nation out sparing recommendation, since policy cannot be
fully forrmlated and usefulnesse deterained within s few
months,

Circulation. Rising or falling? Periodicals with grow-
ing cirulation usually offer more live content than those
which sre struggling for cxistence. If figures are uni-
form for the last few years, is there a mere sliding a~
long on established reputation or is there indication
that a particular and devoted audience has found its needs
satisfied, and growth is not expected?

Price

A. Possibility of inclusion within the budget

B. Indieation of relation to advertisers, How much of
the publishing expense is borne by the reader, how
mch by advertisers?

Advertising

As Type. Art value. Dignified, beautiful, or lurid?

B. Assigned to certain sectlions, or spread through the
reading matter?

C. Is there predominance of one type: licuor, travel,
bocks? Dearing upon editorial point of view and price

Physical makeup

A. Sigze and binding. Is it easy to hold for canfortable
reading?

B. Print, Fine but clear, large and blurred, or really
clearly staaped on appropriate paper?



Ce

A.
B,
C.

1k

Illustrations, Outside of advertising pictures, does
the reading matter have genuine illustrations, or are
the pictures unrelated to accompanying articles? Are
they well reproduced? Colored or black and white?
Have they a genuine appeal to young people or sre they
decorative, and important only to the art student?

‘Heading level

Suitable for junior or senior high school use?

For slow, average or superior readers of various agest
Relation of content to style. Profound subject matter
simply written, seholarly content presented with dis-

tinction, or in an involved msnner, or do most articl

concern everyday affairs presented in lively fashion?f

23 Laura K. Martin, Magazines for school Librarics,

PP 187"86



A REPORT OF THE SURVEY OF PL:IODICALS
I T CIMISTIAN BOME

The survey of periodicals was conducted in houes of
the Pree Methodist Chureh with which the writer is affiliated,
This particular church has a definite rule in its discisline
restricting the reading matier of its members. In the Generai
Bules of the Free Methodist Discipline is found the prohibi-
ting vords,

It is therefore expected of 21l who contimue there~
in, that they sbould continue to svidence their desire of
salvation, First, by doing no harm, by avoiding evil of
every kind, especially that which is st generally prace
ticed; such as,

® 3 & & 2 4 ® @ ¢ s e 3 = P M B E S s W A G S T E e e

reading those bzoks vhich do not tend to the knowledge
or love of Gods

This fact, plus the ampbasis of the ministers from the pulpit,
has had a definite influence on the kind and munber of the

periodicals uhich were reported in the questionnaire.
I, PROCEDURR

Questionnaires were sent to ninety-three honmes,
Thirty-six of them were sent to the homes of conference

superintendents, These nases were chosen irom the thirty-

1 pise of the Free Methodist Church, 1947,
The Free Methodist Publishing House, Winona Lake, Indiana,
Pe 18, )
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six conferences in the United States Jjust as listed in the
Conference Minutes for 191;9.2 therever the conference is
marmed by two or uwore district superintendents, the {irst
nane appearing in the {inutes was chosen. Thirty-three were
sent to the homes of Sunday school superintendents. These
were chosen from the list of superdintendents as listed in
the Anmual Minutes for 1949 also. The first name aypearing
in the list was chosen. Gince only twenty-five conferences
had thelr Sunday school superintendents listed the remainder
were chosen by taking the tenth name which appeared on the
list of Sunday schocl supsrintendents. Tweanty-four were sent
to homes which had besn visiteds The questionnaires were sent
into twenty~five states ranging from the Bast coast to the West
coast and from Canada to the Gulf of idexico. Information was
obtained as to the titles of every periodical both sesular and
religious which came into the homes,

In the seventy guestiomnaires returmed 786 periodicals
were reported-fifty-three percent of which are secular and

forty-seven percent are religious.
II. THE PALELR SURVEY

Bernard Paluerts survey was conducted in the conserve=

tive little city of Holdrege, Nebraska. iore then eighty-{ive

2 The Anpual Hinutes of the Free iethodist Ghurch of
North Aserica, The Free Methodist Pub, House, Winona Lake, 1949.
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percent of ite 3,000 peopls are shurch mesbers helf of whom
are evangslical Cheistiansa. There was no way of inowing just
how meny of those polled were sctually Christiansy however,
the sare survey was nade amoug definitely conservative Christe
lans and the results of thsir reading habits were the ssoe.
Palzer discovered froa Lis survey that there was an average
of 2,2 secular marssines per ehureh fanlly snd an sversge of
1.01 religious magarines eseh.

IXI. OCOEPANISOH OF JURVEYS

In conparison with Paimerts awrvey the weilter cise
coverad that ihe Froe Methodist Cluureh fankly subscribed to
an avarage «of .7 seoular periodicels anc 5,3 religious pore
fodicals gachs The setular average included newspapers which
average lel, %o eoch hoae. 7The higher total average of sub-
seriptions in couparison with that of Palserts is prosum-
ably due to the fact thal the survey wax made primerily o-
song Christian workers in the church., :ighty-eight out of
the ninsty-three guestionnsires mere sent inte homes wluich
were definitely engaged in Christian work sush as prescuing,
superintending in ihe Sunday school, teashing, or itaking an
active part in either the oumen's [Hseionary Sceiety or the
Young Peopls’s dissionary Socicir.

IV, CLutRVATIONS
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It was found that there were alnost as many fsrm papers

as youth papers; mors fexu.papers then Sunday school papers;
more mechanics and science than denominational papersy wore
profegsional than children’s or temperance papers; only 10
papers reported for boys and two for girls; more war papers
than devoiional papers; the same amoumt of hobbies as devo~
tionsl papers; siuty-four out of the mewenty homes reporting
subscribe to the Free Methodist which is the official paper
of the church,

V. SURVEY OF PERIODICALS

1. Religions (other than those listed below) . . . « . 235
2. Secular (other than those listed below) . . « . . « 210
3¢ NOWBDAPEI'S ¢« ¢ 2 v « o o ¢« = s o« = o s 8 25 s ¢« o o « WO
l‘. !wth . » * . . - . L ] . -~ ” [ ] - 3 - - L » - 1 2 - - L3 M
5. Fm * [ ] L 2 - - L] - - - * . - . - Ld . . » - L . L ] - %
G Sundey BCHIOOL & & 4 o v « &6 o ¢ s 5 0 « v s 0o 0 o« 3R
7« Mechanics and acience . « ¢« = o« ¢ e ¢« ¢ ¢ s o« ¢ ¢« « 15
By Conference « ¢« s« « o« s ¢ o o v s s s s 5 3 0 5 ¢ ¢ @ lh
9‘ meeasimal € & ® 9 & & » 9 O s F e & e & @ & v = @ 13
10. Institutionsl, orphanages, missions, etce . . « . « 12
ll‘ Pmbitim - . L3 - - - - * - - - - - - - » Ll . - - 11
12‘ BONU # &6 ® ¢ e » e S & & % & & + & ¢ & B & 6 & ¢ 2 10
13. School. bulleting « ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ o o ¢ o ¢ 2 =« ¢ = = « s » 9
1‘#- Spol’bs s v * & » & 8 € B * B 4 & a4 % A 2 w0+ 0 7
15. J‘mior child!‘m e o o & » ¥ B 5 @ B & 3 2 e s & @ 6
16, Primary and beginners « « + + » » + » s a ¢ s ¢+ = o 5
17. Valr' o « ¢« 3 o 6 we » €« 2 ® ¥ e e o m e € e 8 w8 &£ @ l}
18‘ Hobbica - - - . . - - * » L d - * v - - s = - » L * 3
19, Devotional . . ¢ o = s ¢ s s ¢ s o s e e e s 2000 T
20. ComiQB ® & & ® & 5 & a4 o 2 & ¥ p € 5 & O 5 o 2 2 * = 8
21. nacelmﬂ - - . & - - - -« £ d * . - L - * - . . L ] ”
22. unCMdfied L] . - - L] » - . - L3 L - - » . L] L] L] . » "
23 GIr1S + o o » ® = v s o o v 2° ¥ = 5 v % + 8 e e v = 2

Total 86



THE EVALUATION OF THE QROULAR PLRI'DICALS
KEPORTHEL IN THE SURVRY

The seeular megasines survoyed in this chepter were
chosen Lacaxuse they were reported most frequently on the
questionanires, Each magszine bhas been thorowhly surveyed,
Beroard Palmerts cHagazine Analysia® fora hag assisted as a
general apgwoach to the analysiasp however, the methods used
vary according to the different types of msgazines. Soue
of them did not have storiss, therefors, the part of the anal-
weis dealing with stories was not uned., The subtstanding charw
acleristicy or featines peculiar to the Individual magsgines
have been listed under "gbservations." The analysis aml dlse
cuusion of the mzasines are glven in the ordesr of the frew
quangy with which they werc reposrted in the questionualres,
es s The lLender's Direst was reported aore fraeguently on the
questionoairos than any other secular mugasine; therefore, it
is the firet ons analysods

The particulor jesues reportsd were picked at randoa
becauze of easy accessibility. Jome wore cheecked {rom Lhe
libraries, others were borrowsd from neightiors. The writer,
shoosing the asgasines in this msnner, was able to stesr clear
of any biss in plcking the woost undesirsble magagines for the
analysis. In awat cases two or thres magasines of each kind
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were surveyed, but only one of each is reparted herewith.

I. ANALYSES

Reader's Digest

Name leaderts Digest Issue _ jiay, 1950
Number of pages 182 Pages of advertising Q.
Number of objectionable pictures 1 {smoking)
Observations:
Thirty-four articles of interest
One urticle on sex
Review of a recent book
Questionable scenes in articles _ 37
Taking God's nome in wain __ 27
Danedng 3
Drinking 2
Smoking _2__
Adultery __ 2
Cambling _1
Twenty-~three suggestive jokes, some tending to immorality
(ne joke malking light of God and religion: e, =,
"¥hy have we the finest generation of children ever known

in this country?® ®Beczuse they were produced by private
enterprise.”
Laura Katherine Martin describes the jeaderts Digest

as the magamine with the largest circulation in America and one
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whose ploneer work is in popularizing non~fiction. In tweniy
years it attained an enviable reputation for timeliness, reads-
bility and comprehensiveness. Samuel Beckoff who has made a
coreful analysis of the context and sources of recent articles
in an effort to show overwhelming political bias says,

The lay reader, as well as the more~cencerned educator,
has begun to wonder whether the Digest was still (1) a
digest, (2) rellable teaching material, (3) liberal in

thought and axpreszion, and (&) contributing substantially
to the war effort.

The Netiensl Geographic

Name _ The National Geographie Issue _April, 1950
Number of pages Ath Pages of advertising 52
liquor ads 9 Nwiber of pages Q
Tobaceco ads 4] Humber of pages 0
Movie ads 0 Number of pages ]

#The claim is made that 35 percent of the advertising
used in other magazines is rejected by National Geographie.”z
Nunber of objectionable pictures ___ 35

Bathing suits (women) 22

Brief gomms ___ 5
Dancing 4

1 paura k. Martin, Magaszines for School Libraries,
1946, The H. Wilson Company, New York, p. 156.

2 Eid-o, He 1&9-
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Questionable relationships (caressing, kissing, etc.)
2

Semi-nudes i
Swoking 1
Observations:

152 illustrations accompanying the six write-ups.,

Jixty-four pages of illustrations in eclor.

write-ups all clean, educational, and well written.

All ebjestionable pictures are found in advertisements—

most of them in vacation ads.

100 of the 177 advertiseuents are of schools and camps,

Newer, more dynamic pictorial accompanixents of current
news outrival the Gs in popular interest, but
thelr appesel, and us their physical durability, are
more fleeting, while the indexed and classified illustra-

tions of the neatly paggd Geogrephic are used over and
over through the years,:

2ime
Kame Time Issue December 19, 49
Number of pages 102 Pages of asdvertising _ 60 }
Liquer ads 33 Husher of pages 23
Tobacco ade 3 Number of pages 3
Hovie ads O Humber of pages 4]

Objectionable pictures _ 27

3 Ibid., p. 49.
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Drinking 12
Brief gowns __9
Pancing 3
Semienudes 2
Kisaing 1
Chservations: (from May 1, 1950 issue)

Very suggestive statements in articles, e. g.:

Groucho Harx, Ce Be 3. radio star, in speaking
of woaen seys, %If they dressed for me the stores
wouldntt sell muche~just sn occasional sunvisor,.s

8] want to get across religious ideas indirect~
ly," explained iditor dorris over his double whisky
in the Two Brewers in London one evening last week,
v don't want to bore young readers with dull and
dry preaching.” Heverend Morris resigned as pastor
of his church in order that he might write comics
with which he hope to bring religlon closer to lile,
He breaks down %the iron cage between the clergy
and the people® by going in to Barink® with them
and not to ®inapire* them.

makes many gestures suggestive of a free lance press,
It aligns itself in American affairs with the general conser—
vatism of mass sale publications, but is unpredictable in
its attitudes on international affsairs, Certain issues have

at different times been banned in England, in Buenos iires,
and in Toikdo (before the war).%

4 Ipid., p. 1624



Ihe Saturday Evening Post

Naas___ The Ssturday Evening Post Issue gprdl 8, 1950

Bumber of pages 162 Pages of advertising _113}
Liquor ads O Kumber of pages o]
Tobacco ads 1 Number of poges 7 1
Hovie ads 1 Number of pages 1

Ob jectionable piletures 5 mudeness, love scenes, etc.)

Story 1

Title: #Girl in Hiding® (serial in six parts) ‘

Plot: A girl who has murdered her employer triss to cover her
guiltiness,

Drinking __ 10  Smoking 6 Adultery 1

Lewd remarks 3 Hisc, 4 (love scenes, etc.)

Murder 1 Pictures deplcting the story 3 .

Story 2

Title ™A Gentleman and a Fool* (short story)

Plot: A Civil ¥ar rebel frees a girl, who has saved his life,
from slavery as a misiress only because he wants her
for himself for the sane purpose.

Drinking 3 Adultery i ILewd remarks 3

Cursing 17 Hisce 1 Kissing 1 Pictures

depicting the story
{This story is very suggestive all the way through)

Story 3
Title: ©®The Flying Privateer® (short story)
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Plott A war story whose plot was rather concealed,
Drinking 2 Cursing 3 Kissing 1l  Suggestive
scenes 1 Pictures depicting the story 2
Story 4
Titles ™iell of Anger (short story)

Plott A Friends ranchman in a dispute over a spring of water
ehows how trouble may be solved without guns,
Cursing 2 Pictures depicting the story 1

Story 3

Titlet: “Heverend Brown's Escapade®

Plot: A minister unhappy with his own wife shous kindness to
stranger woman in his congregations He becames ine
volved with her, a married woman, which leads him to
drink, unfaithfulness to his wife, and finally to in-
volvenent in a murder case.

Drinking 1 Kissing 2 __  Sugpestive scenes 2

Misce 2 Murder 1 Pictures depicting the story

2 .

Description of a scene: "The Reverend John Brown did not hesi-
tate, He took the girl in his arms and kissed her full
upon her warm velvety lips.#

Story 6

Titler #Criminal's dark® (noveletts)

Plot: Steve, an ex-convict who has been paroled and has a

happy home and a decent living is hounded by the old
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gang until involved anew in a gang job of robbery,
Drinking _ 4 Smoleing 5 Iewd remarks 1
Curaing 21 Hisc, 1 Suggestive scenes 11

Shooting 2 Robbery 1 Pictures depicting the

story g .
Cbservations: (over the antire magagine)

Twenty cartoons, ten of which are suggestive,
Movie advertised with the blaring words, "Killing a
man 48 one thing . . . loving his wife is another . . .
both are dynusite.® ®another violent story by author
of *Duel in the Sun,t” states the ad,
® + o+ + the Pogi!s hold on middle class readers may be
measured by its very high advertising rates, which has made
it able to buy fiction and articles by most of the "oig names®
m‘-Amrican affairs as well es American literature. "o Accord-
ing to Laura K. Hartin, st the last report Post was receiving

$23,000, for its center spread ndvertise:mt.b

Better Homes snd Gardens

Title __ Better Homes and Gardens Issus _Pebruary, 1950
Humber of pages 210 . Pages of advertising _ 115
Iiquor ads U Wumber of pages 0

5 Ibids, pe 157,
> Ibids, pe 199,



Tobaceo ads 3] Number of pages Q

Movie ads o Humber of pages 0

Number of objectionable pictures. 14

Swoldng __5

Hudes i

Brief gorms &

Caresning 1
Observatione:

Ko stories

Twerity-one psges of recipes and cooking hints.

#The publishers claim that their magazine devotes
more editorial space to preparing and serving foods
than any other mgazine."7

One article on cancer in ehildren.

Remainder of articles on homes and gardens.

One high sehool girl sumuarizes the scepe of this pub-
iication in the statement that *It has variety and arrange~
ment such that you can learn to conduet your whole house,
froa sewing to icitchen work.! She might have added tand
your garden as well;' for the Information on vegetable

and flower growing is carefully edited as well as attracte
ively i{llustrated,

Pathfinder

Title Pathfinder Igsue _april 5, 1950

Jbid., pe 135

iloc. cit.
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Number of pages 68 Pages of advertising _ 29
Liquor ads ) Number of pages 0
Tobaceo ads 2 Bumber of peges 1

Novie ads i . Humber of pages 2

Objectionsble pictures 16

Bathing suits (wowen) _ 8

Smoking &4

Brief gome __2

Kissing __ 2

Observations:

Sections covering the various fields in government,
education, science, religion, arts, etc.

Ko fiction stories.

An article on religion tells of Dr. Lamsa, an authority
on the Bible translation from the Aramaie says that
dJonah was not in the whale's belly, but according
to the Aramaic the story only means the equivalent
of the English idlom~-Jonah was "in a nickle."

The movie advertised is the story of a little girl who
sees a murder, but suffers such a shock she #fore—
gets® what has happened.

The latest entry in the kiddies-and-killers
sweepstukee lacks the polish and ingemuity of its

predecessora but is several notches above most
Hollywood shockers.

@ ® 2 # % & B 0 & 3 O & & ° O W S8 & ® 6 & 8 T O »

when Zachary Scott discovers that his wife has
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baen twoetiming him with his best friend, he ad-
vances upon her with a revolver. The wife knocks
him out with a hand-mirror. w®hile Scott is uncon-
scious, his wife has a second quarrel this time with
ber sister, inn Sothern, who is tired of having her
boy friends hijacked. Miss Sothern, more or less
aceidentally, shoots her sister dead and flees from

the room,
The Amerdcan Home
Title The American Home . Issue April, 1950
Number of pages 164 Pages of advertising 90
Liquor ads Q Bumber of pages Q
Tobaceco ads 0 Kumber of pages "]
Hovie ads 0 Bwaber of pages Q

ObJjectionable pietures 9
Bathing suits (women) 2
Shorts (women) 2

Smoking 2
Brief gowns 1
Pancing 1

Semi-~-nudes 1

Cbservationsg
Many articles on home aaking and cooking.
No fiction stories,

Emphasis 1s on joyous living rather than ca pretentious
appointuents——on arranging living quarters, workrooms and
kitchens, on handicraft and parties, and how teo buy and
make things., This magazine has long been faumous feor re-
cipes arranged for clipping and filing, and these are now
illustrated in color. There is soms informestion on garden-
ing, though this is not a specialty, and there are occasional
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articles on historic homes and their restoratiom. an
excellent all round home magasine.?

Title ___ lLife Isauve April 24, 1950
Hunber of pages 162 Pages of advertising __ 95
Ligquor ads 10 fuxmber of pages 8
Tobacco ads b4 Number of pages 3k
Movie ads 1 Bumber of pages 1

Objectionable pictures 82
Bathing suits (women) 25
Drinking (one~half wowen drinking) 16
Brief gomns 14
Complete nudes 12
Smoidng 5
Semi-~nudes ___J
Careseing __ 3
Dancing _ 2

Obsgervations:
On the average every time the Life reader turns a page
his eyes focus on an objectionable picture.
Fifty-one of the eighty-two objseticmable pictures had
to do with nudity.
The f£irst liquor ads usually begin about half-way over

9 1bid., pp. 131-2.
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in the megazine,
Over half of the pages sre advertisements and licuor
ads rate nlghest in frequency and spacea
Stories are picture stories,

Examples of shocking pictures and write-ups: (taken
from issue of Janmary 23, 1950,
A precocious Jap artist five years old paints
a female nude facing hie,
FFaye sheds a husband, sces a fight,* Faye,
& movie astress, has just divorced Elliott noosevelt
snd watches a bull fight.
Story of a debutante, eighteen year old Sallie
Harie Busch:

By 10 P. . she was greeting the first guests
vho went on to dance to the music of four orches-
tras, engage in a plastic snowball fight, consuue
mountaing of food, and drink beer served from photoe
electric digpensers which gushed Anheuser-Busch
Budweiser whenever a glass was passed in fromt of
the sensitized spigois.

*« @ @& & 8 5 & 2 & 4 B 8 3 & &6 @ * @ & o P s ¢

The merm included roast pig, turkey, shrimp,
cheese, rum cakes, champagne and beer . . « . It
was 9 A. He . . . the young pair mummed and danced
the Blue Danube Wyliz, Then Sallie Marie went home
with a fever of 1

Laura K. Hartin is to be commended for her discrimi-
nation in not giving Lifg uncualified endorsement,
tihile it is praised by many science teachers for the
accuracy of ite sciemtific information, by many home aak-

ing instructors for its specifically helpful charts on
nutrition, by English and American art critics for its
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reproductions of famous paintings, thers is still doubt of
the suitability of a cotmiderigle portion of its contents
for young peoplets libraries.

Heusshold
Title Household Issue May, 1950
Mumber of pages o4 Pages of gdvertising _ 52
Liquor ads . o] Number of pages [+
Tobacee ads 0 Mumber of pages Q
Movie ads Q Number of pages . Q

Objectionable pictures 8

Brief gowns &

Kissing 1
Suoking 1
Observationss

Many reeipes and househald suggestions.
Stories for children.
Clean in general and helpful.

Ladies! Home Journal
Title Ladies' Home Journal lssue _April, 1950
Kumber of pages 260 Pages of advertdsing ___ 163
Liquor ads o__ Hugber of pages Q
Tobacco ads ) Humber of pages 0

10 1bid., p. Luse
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Hovie ads 7 Humber of pages 3
Ob jectionable picturas 35
Semi-nudes 18

Caressing, kissing, etc. 36
Bathing suits (women) b
Brief gowns 12
Dencing __ 5
Nudes 2
Shorte (women) _2
Smoking 2
Story 1

Title: "The Green Bough®

FPlot: A teen age girl's plans for marriage all fall through
and she submits to living the remainder of her life as
a school tesgcher when she learns that her fiancee is
obligated to marry his former girl friend who is expecting
a baby.

Story 2

Title: “Seventh Year®

Plot: A mother who becomes tired of keeping house for her
unexciting husband and son seeks and runs the course of
a more thrilling life afber which she returns home satie-
fied with her family and the routine houe duties,

Story 3

Title: FfThe Double Life of Mrs. Dillingham®
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Plot: Mra. Dillingham who lives with her doctor son tries to
escape the drudgery of baby sitting at home by posing as
another lady who goes out and makes money of her own by
baby sitting elsewhere.

Story 4

Title "Wintertime®

Plot: A war time story revezling the treatment received by
Germans at the hands of the Hussians. ftThis story is a
contimed story, but is filled with drinking, smoking,
killing, and indecent living. It carries ten cases of
rape and three drinking scenes,

Observationss

Aloost as many questionable pictures according to the

number of pages in the magazine as Life carries.

Kany interesting and helpful articles for the houe-

maker; however, the plctures and stories, somewhat

subdued, are as subtle as those found in Life,

s « o+ the methods employed in cutting full-length
novels to fit into one issue have caused sone objection
from authors. About a third of the book's text is used,
and that third often traces only the romantic thread, omit-
ting or distorting the suthorts oost significant impli-
cation or background. Moving picture producers foster
these condensations, no matter how poorly done, since they
shet the public appetite for the forthcoming pleture, and
since it is often the woman who decides what picture the

family shall see, four million subseribers are not to be
overlooked.

' 1vid., pe 120,
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Corcnet
Title {oronet Issue Harch, 1950
Number of pages 172 Pages of advertising 23
Idgquor ads 0 Rumber of pages 0
Tobacco ads Q Number of pages 4
Hovie ads _ .7 Number of pages 30
Humber of movie pictures 36 Pages 205

Objectionable pictures 4Ll

Brief gowns 1)
Bathing sudts (women) 7

Questionable relationships _6

Swoking __5

Hystery riovels _ 4

Drinidng L

Qutrageous ___1_; Jane Hussell, movie actress lying
stretched out in hay mound with close clinging
thin skirt draped above her knees.

Observations:

No news.

Interesting informative stories.

Two sections on pictures stories: one on a movie star,
one on trip to Venus.

Coment on movie of Jane Russell:

Then a violent controversy over certain scenes spread
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across the nation and, with every word, pro and con, her
f&w.grew. The Xush figure of Jane fussell decorated
soldier's billets on five continents, her seasuous lips
smiled from fuselages of boubing planes;, and sailors chose
her as Pthe girl ve'd like in every porie®

Martin comsents on Goronets

Photography in the advertising pages of the mass cire
culation magawine is of course ihe most widely kmown de-
velopment of pictorial technicue, but for real distinction

in selection and reproduction of %ctures, no American
magazine today sufbasses Coronetwe

IX, OBSERV.T1.AD

1¢ Objectionable pictures were found in every magas
zine, Reader?s Digest which carries very few pictures had
ones Life carried the most with eighty-two objectionable
pictures. lLadies! Home Journal ranked second with seventy«
sixe Corenet ranked third highest with forty-ones

2: Nudlty of the female sex rated highest in objects
ionable picturecs

3+ Objectionable pictures were used subtly; .uny
times innocent and unquectionable articles were advertiscd
by objectionable accompanying picturesas

ks HNot one of the analyzed sccular magazines acesured
up to the Christian Criteria established in chapter #wo¥ of

this research project.




IXT. COHCLUSION

After the survey of tie above magasines the conclu-
sions expertly espressed by Harold L. Lundquist seem umost
adequatet

It is true . . . that mach of the material in these
magazines is good, helpful, and instructive., Special
articles, departments for the home and housckeeper are
prepared and printed with great care and definite at—
tractiveness. After you have read these fine articles,
however, there is always the chance that souse one else
will turn to the rot~tot which you have provided by dis-
playing the magazine in your houe,.

Perhaps you reason that you skip the cobjectionable
spots. Vould you reason that way about a ¥slightly
poisoned® loaf of bread? and is the soul and mind of your
fauily worth less to you than their bodies?d3

13 jarold Lundquist, "Is Your Heading Right?®
Christian Life Magazine, 11:20, June, 1949.



CHAPTER ¥
SUMHARY AND CONCIDSION

This critical survey has been approached with an
unbiaged mind. The need for such a survey is even greater
than was resliced when the project was first undertaken. The
results have been shocking; never again can the magazines which
appear on the magazine racks in Christian homes be taken for

granted,
I, THE CHURCH HAS A DUTY

As Cewthon A, Bowen so aptly says: ®There is a race
on Yo provide the tdouinant jmegery' which will give direc~
tion to this generation. ©Shall that imagery be provided
by Christianity?vl The church has a plain duty. It st
provide popular materials which set forth the Christian view
of life and help children and young people, as well as adults,
to develop tastes in reading wbich are refined and religious.
Such pericdicals umst be superior to the unworthy materials
with which they compete for the inbterest and support of youth.
The most talented writers must contribute to them, perscns
who understand how to make Christian ideas appealinge. The

Cewthon A. Bowen, Literature and the Caristian
Life, ps 89
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kind of pictures used, the way pages are made up, the type
and paper-——all of these have to be considered. The reader
mst find enough satiefaction to form habits of applying the
principles of Christianiiy to.the choosing end reading of
periodicals,

The chureh not only has a duty in instigating and
promoting clean and wholesome periocdicals s but first it .aust
awaken to the fect that homes need a house cleaning of their
periodical shelwes. Every Christian home must be stimilated
to ask of its magesines, Whet are the mental pictures Provi-
ded by this magasine leading us to think? How sre thy affect-
ing the ldeals and habits of our children and young people?
Do they multe the material things of life appear all-important?
What are they leading us to decide about life?

In this connection the words of Paul have added em~

phasiss "ihatsoever things are true . . . . honorable
e v s s Just . . . o pure . . . . lovely . . . . of good
report . . . . think on these things." Ii we are to put
this admonition into action, we are obliged to provide
reading matter which will put before the minde of our age

the thingﬁ which Paul lists as the essentials of Christian
thinkdng.

II- Culiviss DION

These seem to be the inewvitable conclusions:
l. Not one of the secular magazines surveyed measured

up to the established criteria,

2 ., p. 68,
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2. There is need for a Christian magezine which will
glve the live interests of the secular magagines snd yet hold
as its central core the essentials to a spiritual life.

3¢ A majority of the magazines tended either openly
or subtly toward the riscue, the lewd, the glamorous, and to
the material things in life which are all dangerous to youth.

L. %The casual reader is left with the feeling that
the sensuous and glamorous are all iaportant,

5. Therc is need for Pree yethodist homes to clean
out their mapgazines,

If this survey of periodicals in Christian homes
challenges to a clean~up in the reading habits of conscientious
Chriastian youth and adults, then considering the absence of a
fervent Christian influence in the lukewarm and non-christian
homes, it is logical that the need for clean wholesome periocdi-

cals is even greater than this critical survey has presented,
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