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CHAPTER I
INTROTUCTION

For some time there has been a difference of opinion
as to what type of religious music the church should advoe-
cate for the use of i1ts people. The three t pes of music
that are set forth for use are ohoruses, gospel songe, and
hymns., Some churches held to the opinion thet one type must
be used to the exclusion of the others while other echurches

use all three ln their services.
I. THE PRORLEM

Statement of the problem. It was the urpose of

ttls investigation to make & study of the hymns uced in
three of the great revival periods in history in order to
discover and establish baslc principles that can be used in
the teaching minlstry of the church today., The teaching
ministry of the church was and wlll be confined to the fleld
of hymnology &8 1t relates to the educational »ro-ram of
the churche. The threce revivals that were Investlgated were
under the leasdership of Fortin Luther, John and Charles

Wesley, and Dwight L. i'cody and ITra D, Sankey.

Importance of the study. Music has been and still

is a vital part of the Protestant worship service., Mucsic
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is used in alrno:zt every department of the church; therefors,
it can either be an asset or & detriment to the program of
the church. The hyrns of these revivals n-t oply aided the
worsh'pper, tut served as a m.sns of educating the people
doctrinally. It was, therefore, important to study thelr

hymnology as an aid and a guidé for the teachlng winlstry
of the church today.

II. DEF/NITIONS OF TWRMS USED

1. A hymn is a lyrical ;oer, sung devotionally and
reverently, expressing the worsilper's attitude
toward God or Cod's purpose in human life.,

2. A hymn centers around peity and embodies the
attritutes of God snd the funcdamental tenets of
redemption through the God-head. Insluded in
these ere the followins: repentance, falth,
conversion, the church, the oriinances, prayer,
and the plan of rederption, includiny the cross,
the blood, the suffering, death and resurrection
of Christ,

3. A hymn should be rother simple snd metricel in
form, marked with a loftiness of tone and atyle,
having the abscnge of triviality, end marked.
with ‘a touch of mysticlam,

4, A Myrn shéuld ve conelse in thought and expres-
sion, spiritusl in ohrasenlogy, orthodox in
doctrine, true to the scriptures elther in
abstract truth or in spiritual tone and temper,
and sometimes in hoth. ‘

5. A hymn must be permanent and.its spirit rust be
in scecord with more theéh one generation. It
must find e place in a stated worship of a great
congregation or body of worgshipers and must be



recognized and sanctioned by some established
organization of Christians,

8, It takes some hymns from 20 to 50 years to
win their way to favor and adoption,

7. The greatest hymns are usually born in times
of great emotional and deeply spiritual crises,

8. Hymns are not necessarily the greatest litera~
ture, musically or poetically speaking, but
they present the beliefs and inner aoui~st1r-
rings and emotionas of the people.

9. A hymn usually does not have a chorus or refrain.l

Doctrine.
According to Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary

doctrine 1s defined as, "that which is taught; a principle,
or body of principles, in any branch of knowledge.”a ¥hen
the term doctrine was used in this paper it meant the
teachings that these authors conveyed to others through
their hymns,

Periods.

Martin Luther was born at Eisleben, Germany, Novem=
ber 10, 1483, and died there on February 18, 15648, As a
result of publishing his 95 Theses in 1517, his great work

lwillard R. Hallman, Class lecture notes, of Asbury
Theological Seminary, Used by permission,

Sgobsterts New Collegiate chtgcnari (Springfieldq,
Mass.: 0. & U, Merriam Co., Publishers, 9), P. 244,



as a reformer began. It was during this period that his
hymns were written and with wiich thls psper has been cone
cerned .o

The birth place of both John and Charles Wesley was
at the Epworth Rectory in England, John was born in 1703,
and Charles on December 18, 1707. Even though they were
ministers in the Church of England they both were seeking
for a personal experience with Christ.% Charles was cone
verted om Whitsunday, May 21, 1738, and John came intc his
experience on the following Wednesday, May 24, 1738,9
Although John had translated hymns before this perlod this
was the beginning of their great contribution to hymnology.

The next revival period investigated was under the
leadership of Dwight L. Moody and Ira D, Sankey. Moody was
the dominant figure of the revival, being the preacher.
Howaver, the music of 8ankey was used to great adventage by
Hoody during the revival and as a result these two names are
linked togother. Sankey was born in Edinburg, Pennsylvania,
on August 28, 1840, and died in Brooklyn, New York, August

33ohn Julian, 4 IMctionary of Hywnology (Londong

41vid., pp. 1257-58.

S10uts F. Renson, The FEnglish 1ts Development
and Use in vorship (Philadelphia: The Presbyterian Board of
mlfcat%n, Igrg,. Pe 228,
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13, 1908, Moody aund Sankey met in Indiamnapolis in 1870, and
as a rosult of this meeting they became assoclated topether

in & great evangelistic movement.6
ITI. ORGANIZATION OF THESIS

Plan. Chapters II, III, and IV attempt to show the
teaching ministry of the three revival periods., Chapter II
wlll consider the hymology of the Lutheran revival, Chapter
IIY the ¥Wealeyan revival, and Chapter IV the MoodyeSankey
revival. In order to show what the doctrines were in their
hyms, the following factors have heen conaidered in each
ravival: (1) the factors influencing the author; (2) the
contributions of their hymmologys (3) how they used their
hymns; and (4) the effect that was produced by their hymns,

Methods of Procedurg. Besidea the bibliographical

research, class lecture notes, and perscnal interviews were

used,

8ngankey, Ira David,"™ The Encyclopedis Americana
(1958 ed.), XXIV, 270.




CHAPTRR IX
MARTIN LUTHER

Nuch has been written about the Reformation and the
activities of Martin Luther as he was connected with it.
Out of the Reformation cameé the Protestant movement, the
Bible in the vernaculer languave, a cathechism, and a hymn-
book. The hymns ﬁhat came out of the Reformation were a
mighty force in keeping 1t allve for they served as propae
ganda for the doctrines of the Reformation., Msrtin Luther
was not the first Cerman hymm-writer but he was largely

rosponsible for making them & part of the worship services.
I. FACTORS INFLUEYCING MARTIN LUTHER

In making a study of the events that took place in
the life of Martin Luther and eventually led to the Refore
mation it was found that these eventa foocus on four main
incidents. A steady progression led from one ineident to
the next which eventually broucht him before the eyes of the
world.

In July of the year 1505, Wartin Luther was trudging
along a parched road near the village of Sotternheim. At
this time he was & young university student, It was a sule

try day and suddenly there was a showsr that turned into s
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erashing storm. All at once he was struck with a bolt of
lightning that knocked him to the ground. As he struggled
to rise, he cried in terror, “2t. Anne help me! I will
bscome a monk." Martin Luther kept his vow and did become
a monk,

The man who thus called upon a asint was later
to repudiate the cult of the saints. He vowed to
become a monk was later to renounce monasticism,
A loyal son of the Cstholie Church, he was later
to shatter the structure of medieval Catholicism,
A devoted servant of the pope, he was later to
identify the popes with Antichrist.l
Hertin Luther entered the monastary on July 17, 1505.
When he had finished his period as s novice he took the
solemn vow and became & monk. He had been selected for the
priesthood by hils superior and commenced his functions by
seying his first mass on May 2, 1307, During the saying of
the mass he met his second crisis experience. Az Luther
toock his place before the altar he began to recite the
introductory portion of the mass until he came to the words,
"Ke offer unto thee, the living, the true, the eternal God,"
He later related his experience,
At these words I was utterly stupefled and terrore
stricken. I thought to myself, "With what tongue
shall I address such Majesty, seeing that all men

ought to tremble in the presence of even an earthly
prince? %ho am I, that I should 1lift up mine eyes

lroland H. Balnton, Here I Stand (New York: Abingdon=-
Cokesbury Press, 1950), p. 21,




Or ralse my hands to the divine Majlesty? The angels

surround him, At hls nod the earth trembles. And

shall I, a miserable 1littls pygmy, say 'I want this,

I ask for that'? For I am dust and ashes and full

:geat:“:ngcé.ag apeaking to the living, etermal and
"The terror of the Holy, the horror of Infinitude, smote
him like & new lightning bolt, and only through a =zarful
restraint could he hold himself at the altar to ths eqd,">

This wes the beginning of an innor turmoil within
the heart of Martin Lutﬁar that finally ended in the abandone
ment of the cowl, but not until after a long interval,
However, he still wore the monastic habit for three years
after he was exoummunicated. Altogether he was garbed as &
monk for nineteen years.%

In the fall of 1315, Mertin Luther found the answer
to inward peace, MHe had boen transferred to the University
of ¥hittenburg where one of his responsibilities was lectur=
ing on the Scriptures. He had just finished his lectures
on the bhook of Psalms whioch had greatly stlirred his thinking.
He began a series of lectures on &t, Paults Epistle to the

Romans &nd as & result of his study he saw how he could have

2partin Luther, as quoted by Bainton, op. cit., p. 41l.
5?&31“150“, °B= oito' P 41.
47bid., p. 44.



peace with Cod and through this he was converted, He saw
that justificetion came by faith, Falth is not an achleve=-
ment but a gift. Palth comes only through the hearing and
study of the Word. In Luther's own words he deseribed what
happened.,

I greatly longed to understand Paul's Epistle to
the Romans and nothing stood in the way but that
one expression, "the justice of God," because T took
1t to mean that justice whereby God is just and
deals Justly in punishing the unjust, WMy situation
was that, although an Impeccable monk, I stood before
God az a sinner troubled in conseience, and I had no
confidence that my merlt would assuage him, There~
fore I d4id not love & just and angry God, but rather
hated and murmured arainst hir. Yet I clung to the
dear Paul and had & great yearning to know vhat he
meant.

Night and day I pondered until I saw the connece
tion between the justice of God-and the statement
that "the just shall 1live by his faith." Then I
grasped that the justice of God is that rightecus-
ness by whieh through grace and sheer mercy God
Justifies us through faith., Thersupon I felt myself
to be reborn end to have gone through open doors
into paradise. The whole of Seripture took on a new
meaaning, and whereas before the ™justice of God"™ hsd
fiiled me with hate, now it became to me inexpressi-
bly sweet in greater love. This passage of Paul
became t0 me & gate to heavens . «

If you have a true faith that Christ is your
Saviour, then at once you have a gracious God, for
faith leads you in and opens up God's heart and will,
that you should see pure grace and overflowing love,
This 1t 1s to behold God in faith that you should look
upon his fatherly, friendly heart, in which there is
no anger nor ungraciousness, He who sces Cod as angry
does not see him rightly but looks only on & curta%n,
as 4f a dark cloud had been drawn across his face,

SMartin Luther, as quoted by Bainton, Ibid., p. 65.
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Not only was this a crisls experience for ¥artin
Luther, but 1t was the beginning of a sories of events that
liberated the world from the grasp of the Roman Cstholle
Church. It brought before the world the Biblical truth that
the "Just shall live by faith,"6

The increased sale of indulpgences in Germany brought
about the next erisis. Pope Leo X was in the process of
bullding St. Peter's in Rome and needed money to finance the
bullding of thils basilica, Albert of Prandenburg did not
have the money to pay ror'the avpointment he received from
the pcpe. In order %o raimburse himself for what he had
sent to Rome, the pope gave him permission to sell indule
gences for a perlod of eight years sending half of the money
to Rome and the other half he was permitted to keep to reime
burse the Fuggers. These indulgences wafen't actually sold
in Martin Luther's parish but the vendors came close andugh
8o that Luther's parishioners could go over the bordepr and
return with the most amezing concessions. This was too much
for Luther snd on the eve of All saints, when Frederick the
%ise would offer his indulgences, Luther spoke, this time
in writing, hy posting in accord with current practice on

the door of the Castle Churoh a printed plascard in the Latin

63011 Bible, Romans 1;1?.
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language consisting of ninety-five theses for debate, He
was revolting against Tetzelts seormon in which souls were
supposed to be sprung from purgatory when they bought the
indulgences.,

Luther'sv%%esas differed from the ordinary propoe
sitions for atée because they were forged in anger,
The ninety-five affirmetions are crisp, bold, unquali-
fied. 1In the ensulng discussion he explained his
meaning more fully. The following surmary draws alike
on the Theses and the subsequent explications, There
were throe maln points: an objection to the avowed
object of the expenditure, e denial of the powers of
the pope over purgatory, and a consideration of the
welfare of the simmer,

In very short order he became the talk of Germany.

From this beginning things began to happen which eventually
led to his excommunication and the beginning of a strong
Protestant church, namely, the Lutheran Church, Not only
was 1t the beginning of the Reformation, but the beginning
of a new hymnody in the vernacular which was to be sung
freely by all the people.B

The Gorman revolt came &s a result of the awful cone

ditions that existed in the country and the apostasy of the
ehurch,.
« o s« Papal taxatlon was oppressive and unequally
levied: the vast lands and treasure of the clergy

end the monastic houses which brought no wealth
to the people were exsmpted whlle the hardeworking

P’Baiﬁton’ % 01.!,, Pe 80,

8p1lbert mdward Balley, The Gospel in Hymns (New York:
Charles Scribner's Sonsg), 1955, D .



12

peasants and enterprising business men peaid hesvily.
¥any of the clergy were unworthy examples of Christe
lian morality; the wmonks were lazy and corruptes The
Churcht's sale of indulgences by which sins were fore
given in return for cash, without repentance or
penance, shocked the moral sense. The Ingquisitionts
stern repression of new ideas that now were coming
into northern Europe like a tide-wthe Humanism
resulting from the re-discovery of classical litera-
ture--angered the intellsctuals; low standards of
living and the hopelessness of any relief angered the
peasants. These conditions combined with the stire
rings of a popular religlous awakening called for s
leader with the courage of his convictions, one who
would bring the smouldering unreat to a focus of
action, This leader arose in 1517 people of all
ranks flocked to his stendard and in an ingredidly
short time the most gigantic revolution in the
history of the Church was under way,%

Hot only did the church take money away from the peo-
pPle, but deprived them of the privilsge of worshipping God
in songe The laws of the Catholie Church forbid the ver=
nacular languages in any part of the eucharistic service.
The people could put no heart into the singing of Latin,
Only on certain occocasions were vernacular hyme tolerated
and never were they encouraged.lO

Luther began his hymn writing in 1523, and as it
began to catch on it spread among the people. The Catholie
Church reallized what a tremendous impact it had and the
force thet was carried with it. They were not content to

gIbido, Po '3100

10paward Dlckinson, Kusiec in the History of the Western
Church (New York: charlos’ScrIEneFTh“SBhs, Iﬁﬁg), PPe 241-42,
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Just sit by and let it accomplish its work, but they also
began to write hymns for the pQOple.ll

Luthert's interest in music began as a child, As a
child he had a pleasing alto voice that changed later to
teror. His interest in instruments centered around the
luies Hils table was often the scene cof many table talks,
After the moals he would take up the lute and they would sing
together. He regarded music as an expression of falthe-a
gift by the grace of God., He believed that when one believes
in salvation that they cammot help but be happy. They will
want to sing and tell sbout it so that others may hear it
and come to Christ.l®

His opinion was that Ehe devil hates end fears musie.
He said that rusic and theology alone were capable of giving
peace and happiness to troubled souls, Therefore, this L
plainly proves that the devil;, the source of all unhappiness
and worries, flees ruslc as ruch as he does theolagy.15
A8 a result Luther gave to the people a new hymnology
through which they could worship God.

1l1bid., p. 231.

12pgul Nettl, Luther and Music (Philadelphia: The

131p1d., p. 24,
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II. THE CONTRIBUTIONS OF LUTHER'S HYMROLOGY

In organizing the new churches that began as a result
of the Reformation, Luther made some improvements in th.
form and mamer of the services. His improvements were
directed to the revision of the liturgy, the introduction
of new hymns, and the arrangements of suitable melodlies for
congregational uao.l4 |

In noting the accomplishments of Luther he not only
gave to the CGerman people the Protestant church known as
Lutheran, but he gave to them the Bible in their own tongue,
the Cstechism, and the hymn-book 8¢ that God might speak
directly to them in His Word, and thet they might directly
answer Him in their songs. All of these acocomplishments
wore important, but it wss the hymnbook that genersted the
power, He took the hymn out of a foreign tongue, away from
the choir, and gave to 1t a spontaneity which atemmed from
the fact that he required the hymn to be evengelical, He
required that other voets meke their hymns evangelical, As
a consequence a copious stream of hymnody beceme & never=

failing spring of spirituality in people's hearts and lives, 18

léptexinson, op. eit., p. 245,
15ga1ley, op. cit., p. 313.
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Luther felt that he was inaugurating a new period of
song. This new period of s-n;: would be a time when the
singing of hymns in the worship servicez would be restored
to the congregation, But even more than this, they would
be singing as they worked and played. The singlng of hyuns
would beoome a part of their lives, Singing would be a
means by which they could express to Cod their love and
devotion,

When Luther wrote his hymna he dropped the theologi-
cel style of his acholarship and sought for phreses that
wore simple and could be easily understood by the people,
In doing this he never left any doubt as to what he meant,

They had sueh a simple, homebred, domestic form of expression

that they caught the publie ear in an instant, "Thosze who
have st all studied the history of popular eloguence in
prose and verse are awars of the electrical effect that may
be produced when ideas of pith and moment are =2ent home to
the masses in forms of speech that sre their om "6 nias
hyms are not poetry in the high sense; but they arc ser=
tainly elogquence, they ere popular oratory in verse, put

into the mouths of the people by one of their number;lv

15Diokinson, op. cit., pp. 263-54,
171ps4.
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His hymns were one of the most effective agents of
evangrelical doetrines and plety. "He himself sald, 'Our
opponents cannot c¢laim ignorance of the doctrine of the
Gospel, since we have preached, written, painted and sung
1t."18  Luther's hymns proved to be one of the rost efficlent
agencles in carrying the doctrines to the hearts of the
pecple. They alsoc contributed powerfully to the enthusiasm
which enabled the new faith to maintain itself in the ocone~
flicts by which it was tested,l®

Luther was not the inventor of congregstionel asinging.
Although in the Roman Church the clergy as choristers had
monopolized the singing function since before 1200 A.D., and
since 6§74 A.D, women had been forbidden to sing in church,
wherever reform movements sprang up the tendency was for the

people %o sing.zo

Whet Luther did was to encourage the sing-
ing of hymns by the congregation in thelr services. It had
been ac long sinee they hed done this that they had to be
taught how to do it. 1t was also necessury for Luther to

provide hymna for them to sing.

18yertin Luther, as quoted by Carl F, Price (ed.),
The Papers of the Hymn Soeiat%, Luther D. Reed, "Luther and
Qs

Congregational Song ew York City: The Hymn Soclety
of America, 1747), [ps 1].
19Dickinson, op. cit., p. 226,

20Bniley, op. cit., p. 314,
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The lasting value of hisz hymnody comes from the fact
that as time went on, all phases of the religious life found
exprecssion: the filghting spirit of the Reformation, the
misery and penitcnce of the Thirty Years' War, the inward-
lodking myaticiam of the eighteenth-century pletists, the
outward-looking rissionary enthusiasms of the Moravians,
German hyrmody became the most prolific in the world, Its
complete output must be near 10,000.21 The movement that
was started during his time forged the way for hymn writers
in the future. John Wesley was firet influenced by the
hymns of the Moravians and from out of thls ceme the great
store of Tnglish hymns. Today the world's heritage of
hymnology 418 rich becsuse of this beginning in the Reforma-
tion,

The Reformation taught the idea of the universal
priesthood of bellevers and introduced the lanpuasge of the
peocple nto publie worship. It substituted a vernacular
sermon and congregational singing for the Latin Mass and
the chanting of priests and choirs.2® Luther was not opposed
to the liturgy of the mass, but he did not feel that they

2lpailey, op, ¢it., p. 309.

2270hn Julisn, A Dictionary of Uymnology (Londons
John Murray, 18%2), p. 414,
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could just translate the Latin Mass into German. If they
were . olng to have a German mass then he felt that 1t would
have to be distinctively German, It would, therefore, be
necessary to write a German mass that would include the
Gerran tipe of music.23 He dldn't see anything wrong with
retaining the order of the mass except where it conflicted
with his beliefs. He rejected the parts of the mass that
ran counter to his theology of the Lord's supper. "Luther!s
doctrine of justification takes from the mass the character
of an act in 1tself plessing to Cod, and allows 1t to exist
only as & celsbration in which a penitent congregation,
through no merit of its own, receives divine grace,"24
Gradually the mass went through 8o many changes that it was
doomed to decey.

The new conceptions of the relationship of man to
God, which soc altered the fundamentel principle and
the external forms of worship under the Lutheran
movement, manifested themselves most strikingly in
the mighty impetus given to congrepstional song.
Luther set the national impulse froe, and taught the
people that in singing praise they were performing a
service that was well plsasing to God and a necessary
part of publlic communion with him. It was not sim-
ply that Luther charged the popular hymnody with the
energy of hls world=-transforming doctrine,-~he also

gave it a dlgnlty which it had never possessed before,
certalnly not since the apostolic age, as a part of

25Nettl, ops cit., p. 75.
241b1d., p. 68.
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the offteial liturcic song of the Church, Roth these
facts pave the folk-hymm its wonderful proselyting
power in the sixteenth century,--the latter giveaa
it 1ts importance in the hlstory of church rusic, 5

While Luther only composed thirty~seven hymns he
ma2-'e & rreat eontribution to hymnology in that he sncouraged
others to write hymne and chorales, and to collect, edit
and adapt fine church musiec. He insisted that hymns and
masic be taught in the schools. He required that all school
teachers be able to slng.as In encouraging others to write
he set down baslic principles for them to follow and then
let them have a free hand in their writing. These prineciples
can be found in a letter that he wrote to George Spalatin.

e &« o I would ask you, however, to avold new words
and the expressions of the court, so that the people
may easily understand., Let the words be as saimple
as possible dbut at the same time »ure and suitablej
and ses that the meaning be clear and as close &s
possible to that of the pealms., We must therefore

use our own judgment, determine the original mean~
ing, and translate it freely. . . 27

IIT, LUTHER'S USE OF HYMNS

During the Reformation three conceptions of chureh

musie existed. The Calvenists, Zwingliens, and Anabaptists

25gdward Diekinson, ¥usioc in the History of the
Western Church (New Yorks: Charles Boribner's sonB, 1.02),
PPe D45~-48,

26price, ope oit., p. 10.
27¥artin Luther, as quoted by Nettl, op, cite., Pp.3B-39,
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were very hostile to masic. Thelr indignation was aroused
by the Catholic echurch ceremonial with its sumptuous pomp,
1ts colorful choral brillisnce, its palling eccleslastical
concerts, its overpowering ineense swinging--all designed
to dull reason and consclousness and to keep the faithful
tense with dark mysterious emotions. The Lutheran concep~
tion came between these two oxtremes and regarded musioc as
an expresalon of faith, To them music was a gift of God to
be used as a vehicle of prayer and praiee.28

The hyrmn became the musical foundation of the church
service, Luther felt that it had great pedagogical signi-
ficance, and deoreed that children should in esrliest youth
be taught the elements of music and above all, of singing.29
When new congregations were formed, Luther would hslp them
organize after a common pattern, and established an order
of worship in whieh the singing of hymns in German instead
of Latin held an important place. In the Protestent services
the central feature became preashing instead of the mass,30

For nearly three hundred years the vpeople had not

been accustomed te singing in church, When Luther first

285@151:1, 02' eito, P 6.

ng’big., Pe 34.
303&1107, Op « m., Pe 313,
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Introduced hymns in church the people were rather passive
about them because they were unfamillar with musicael notes,
However, Luther taught the hymma to the children and as they
sang them in church they became the music tsachers of the
grown~upa.31 The Lutheran hym wes written to carry a uni-
form thought and in order to get this thought aoross they
aang the entire hymm as a response, The response would be
carried on between the congregation and the cholr,52

Lutherts use o musle served two vital functions.

First, 1t reatored the universal priesthood to the people
and gave them an active part in the worship services.
Secondly, it served as & means of teaching ihe doctrinal
statements of the Reformation. The very fact that 1t
recognlzed the bellever as a priest undermined the under=-
lying structure of the Romen Cathollce Church., The people
ne longer needed a human priest to intercede for them for
now they conld commune with CGod direetly. Luther believed
that his opponents could not claim ignorance of the doctrine
of the gospel because they had sung 1t.®> Little by little
the doctrines were assimllated by the people as they heard

Slpettl, Op. clt., pp. 52-83,
521pid., p. 92,

3Sartin Luther, as quoted by Price, op, Sit., Lp.ﬁﬂe
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them preached and sung. The chlldren were not only taught
hyms in the church but also in the schools, and they in
turn taurht them to their parents, To know the hymms was
part of thelr education,

IV, THE EFFECT PRODUCED BY LUTHER'S HYMNS

When the hymns were first printed they were juat
placed in the hands of the congregation for reading while
the cholr sang; since the congregation was not used to
joining in the public service, and they could not at once
adopt the new practice. It was around four or flive years
before Luther taught the people in his own parish church of
Wittenburg to sing in church, but then the custom apread
very swiftly.%4

During the years when he was composing most of his
hyrns, four printers in Erfurt alcne were entirely ococupled
in »rinting and publishing them, V¥hen his hymna began to
take hold of the people they penetrated csven into the places
where his printed works were carefully excluded. Wandering
students end peddlers carrisd them about the country dis-
tributing them as they went from place to place.od His

hymns were contzgious and s8s a rosult hymm writers sprang

B4Catherine Winkworth, Christian Singers of Correny
([n.pd t Macmillan & Co, Pub., [n«ds| )}, Pe §5§.

351p1d.



up all over Germeny. They were writers that were filled
with his spirit, and teking his hymns as models they kept
the presses busy, At the time of Luther's death no less
than sixty collections of hymns had been published,36

"The whole people,"” writes a Romenist of that day,
"8 singing 1tself into this Lutheran doctrine."S7 Another
indignant Jesult declared that "Lutherts aongs have damned
more souls than all his books and speeahes."sa The editor
of a German hymmebook published in 1565 saild that he had no
doubt that through one song of Luther, "Nun Freut Euch,

Lieben Christen ('mein," many hundred Christians were

brought to the faith who otherwise would not have heard of
Luther,59 the hymns carried such a tremesndous effect that
they even found their way into the Catholie Churches., These
hymns earried the truthes for which their souls had been
thirsting, in languege of extraordinary force, clothed in
molodies which they had long known and lovede.

38pickinson, op. ecit., pp. 249~50,
3Twinkworth, op, eit., p. 109,
5Bmckinaon, OPs cit., PP. 255-86.
31p14.
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V. A STULY OF THE DOCTRINAL T:ACHINGS
OF LUTHER'S HYNNS

Only four of Luther's hymmns were original, The rest
of his thirty~seven hymns had thelr origin in several
different sources., The thing that characterized most of
his hymns was the scriptural foundation, Luther required
8implicity of language In hymns so that the rmeaning would
be clear. As & result many of his hymns sre mostly scripe
ture thet has been orgsnized ln simple poetic form,

The primary subject of his hymns was the doctrine of
the God~head., He believed in the unity of the trinity.

Thou who art three in unity,

True God from all eternity,

The sun is fading f{rom our sight,

Shine thou on us with heavenly light,

Let Cod the Father be adored,

And God the Son, the only Lord,

And equal adoration be, 40

Eternal Comforter, to thes,
However, in wost of his hymns he deals with the trinity in
its separate offices. The greatest esxemple of the doctrine
of the trinity comes from & hyrmn based on the Ricene Creed,
In the first verse of the hymn he sets forth the doctrine

of the Father. The dootrines found in the verse are:

40James F, Lambert, Luther's Hyrns (Philadelphie:
General Council Publication House, 1517), pP. 140,
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God wes the maker of the earth and heaven.
God has glven men the power to become his sons.
He takes care of his children in every vhase of thelr
lives,
He governs the entire universe,
We all believe in one true God,
Maker of the earth and heaven,
The Father who to us the power
To become his sons hath given,
He will us at all times nourish,
Soul and body, guard us, gulde us,
'¥id all harms will keep and cherish,
That no 111 shall ever betide us.
Hoe watches oter us day and night;
All things are governed by his might,
In the second verse of the hymn the doctrine of the
is considered.
He has been with the Father from the beginning.
He 1s possessed of the same power and glory as the
Father,
He was conceived by the Holy Sririt and was born of the
virgin ¥ary.
He becomes the Baviour and brother of all who believe
on Him,
He was cruclfied for the slns of the world.
He rose from the grave,
PThrough his death and resurrection he has power to save.
And we believe in Jesus Christ,

Lord and Son of God confessed,
From everlasting Jays with God,
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In like power and glory blessed.
By the Holy Ghost concelved,
Born of Mary, virgin mother,
That to lost men who believed
He should Ssvliour be and brother;
Yias erucified, and from the grave,
Through God, is risen, strong to save.

In the last verse of the hymn he dealt with the
doctrine of the Holy Spirlt,
l, He roigns with the 3on and Pather.
2. He 1s the Comforter. ,
3s He witnesses to the heart of the believer that they have
been saved,
We in the Holy Chost believe,
Who with Son and Pather reigneth,
One true God, He, the Comfeorter,
Feeble souls with gifts sustalneth,
All his saints, in every natlon,
¥With one heart this faith receiving,
From all sin obtain salvation,
Fror the dust of death reviving.
These sorrows gast, there waits in store
For us, the life evermore.4l
A large section of his hymns are devoted to the 1life
and ministry of Christ, They are primarily concerned with
the birth and resurrection of Christ. He stresses strongly
the thought that salvation comes to man as & result of
Christ's vicarious death on the eross, He often refers to

Christ as the Paschal lamb that was sacrificed. Another

4livid., p. 83.
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thing that he emphasized very strongly was the virgin birth
of Chriet .

While the hymn "Christ lag in Todesbanden,” is

second only to his uneiualled "Lin leste Burg," the hymn

"Nun komm der Helden Heiland" will be quoted because 1t

shows Luther's concept of the entire ministry of Christ.
The other hymm 1s an Easter hymn showing the death and
resurrection of Christ., In the study of the hym, "Bun komm
der Heiden Helland," the following doctrines are set forth.
l. The virgin birth wes ordained of God.
2, Christ was not the offspring of flesh and blood but
was conceived of the Holy Spirit.
5. He was born of the virgin Mary.
4, God made his ecarthly dwelling place in a human body.
5. Christ left heaven to come and live and dwell with men.
6. He was crueified, dead, and buried,
7. He rose from the dead.
8, He returned to the Father from whence he came.
9. He descended into hell.
10. He ascended to God's throne,
11, As a result of this he has conquered sin for the human
race.
12, Recause he conquered sin man can also be victorious

through Jesus Christ,
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Saviour of the.heathen; known
As the promised wirglin's Sonj
Come thou wonder of the earth,
God ordained thee such a birth,

Not of flesh and blood the Zon,
Offspring of the Holy One,

Born of ¥ary ever-blest,

fod in flesh is manifest,

Cherlshed is the Holy Child

By the mother undefiled;

In the virgin, full of grace,
God has made his dwelling-place,

Lo! he comes! the Lord of all
Ieaves his bright and royel hall;
God and man, with glant force,
Hastening to run his course.

To the Father whence he came

He returns with brighter fame}
Down to hell he goes alone,

Then sseends to God's high throne.

Thou, the *ather's equal, win
Victory in the flesh o'er sing
S0 shall men, though weak and ggail
By the indwelling CGod prevall,

Many of the hymns were forged in the battle for

existence, An existence by which they would be able to

teach the doctrine of justification by faith., The battle

was 80 great at times that 1t almost seemed to them that

they were wrestling with the devil and the powers of hell,

Even in their hymme they called on Cod, Jesus Christ, and

the Holy Spirit to help them defeat the powers of the snemy.

rrom out of this atmosphere came one of the greatest hyms

421 ambert, op. cit., np. 85«86,
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of all Christendom, "A ¥ighty Fortress 1s Our God." It has
been said of this hymn that it was the "Marsailles" of the
Reformation for through the power generated in it they went
on to win the battle.4® As this hymm so vividly portrays,
they knew that thelr strength rested in the God~head and by
trusting in God they would be victorious. They rested in
the fact that God had power over “atan and by just speaking
one word he would be defeated. The battle was rough then,
but they were confident that God's kingdom would endure
forever.

A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwaerk never falling;

Our helper He, amrid the flood
Of moprtal 1lls prevailling:
For still our ancient foe

Doth seek to work us woej

His craft and power are great,
And, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not hiz equsl,

Did we in our own strength confide,
Cur striving would be loalng;

¥ere not the richt Man on our side,
The Man of God's own choosings

Dost ask who that may be?

Christ Jesus, it is Hej

Lord Ssbaoth, Wis name,

From age bo age the same,

And He must win the battle,

And though this world, with devils filled,
Should thrsaten to undo us,

Ve will not fear, for God hath willed

His truth to triumph through us:

The Prince of Darkness grim

4%neine, as quoted by Bsiley, op. cit., p. 316.
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¥e tremble not for himj;

His rage we can endure,

For, lo, his doom is sure,

One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers,
No thanks to them, abldeth

The Spirit and the gifts are ours
Through ¥im who with us sideth:
Let goods and kindred go,

The mortal life also;

The body they may kill:

Cod's truth abldeth still,

His kingdom is forever.4¢

The hymn, "Run Freut Euch, Lleben Christen G'mein,"

was sald to have been instrumental in winning hundreds to
the Lord that would never have heard of Martin Luther. This
hymn was actually a personal testimony of Martin Luther's
life; and as one reads it the way of salvation is clearly
seen. Many parts of it almost become s personal testimony
to every Christian. He tells how he was seeking for God and
when God found him Ee had compassion on him., Jod told him
that it was not necessary for him to wreatle for salvation,
but to believe in the provisions that Christ!'s death and
resurrection provided for all mankind., God did have merecy
on his soul and he found the peace that he had sought for so

long. After a careful study of the teachings of this hymn

44%1993 of the Living Faith, "A ¥ighty Fortress Is
Our g§g" ¥inona Lake, Ind.:; Light and Life Presa, 1951),
no, L
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it is 1little wonder that thousands were converted through
its influence.

Dear Christians, one angd all rejolce,
¥ith exultation springing,

And with united heart and volce
And holy rapture singing,

Proclaim the wonders God hath done,

How his right srm the victory won;
Right dearly it hath cost him,

Fast bound in Satan's chains T lay,
Death brooded darkly o‘er moj

Sin was my torment night and day,
Therein my mother bore me,

Deeper and deeper atill I fell,

Life was become a living hell,
S0 firmly sin possesssd me.

My good works could avall me naught,
For they with sin were stalned;
Free-wlll against God's judgment fought,
And dead to good remained.
Grief drove me to despeir, and I
Hed nothing left me but to dle,
To hell I fast was sinking.,

God saw, in his eternal grace,
¥y sorrow out of measurej
He thought upon his tendemess««
To have was his good pleasure,
He turned to me a Father's heart-w
Kot small the cost-~to heal my smart
He gave his best and dearest,

He spake to his heloved Song
'Tis time to take compassion}
Then go, brirht jewel of my crown,
And bring to man salvation;
From sin and sorrow set him free,
Slay bitter death for hiwr, that he
Vay live with thee forever,
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The Sfon delighted to obey,
And born of Virgin mother,

Awhlle on this low earth dld stay
That he might be my brother,

His mighty power he hidden bore,

A servantts form like mine he wore,
To bind the devil captive.

To me he spake; cling fast to me,

Thoutlt win & triumph worthy;

I wholly give myself for thee;

I strive and wrestle for thee;
Por I am thine, thou mine alsoj
And where I am thou art, The foe

Shall never more dlvide us,

For he shall shed my precious blood,
¥e of ny life bercaving;

All this I suffer for thy good}
Be steadfast and belleving.

¥y life from death the day shall win,

My rishteousness shall bear thy sin,
So art thou blest forever,

How to my Fether I depart,
From earth to heaven ascending}
Thence heavenly wisdom to impert,
The Holy Spirit sending.
He shall in trouble comfort thee,
Teach thee to know and follow mes,
And to the truth conduct thee,

¥hat I have done and taught, do thou
To 4o and teach endeavor}

8o shall my kingdom flourish now,
Andéd God be praised forever,

Take heed lest men with base alloy

The heavenly troeasure should destroy.
This counsel I bequeath thee .45

Although quotes will not be made, 1t will be found in
his hymns that he attacks two doctrines of the Roman Cetholic

45Lambel‘t, OEU Oito, PP 78=78,
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Church, namely, purgatory and the traditions of the church
thet ere accepted in place of the Word of God. He showed
that the bellef in purgatory is scripturally wrong snd that
& person can have their sins forgiven now and can have hope
of eternity in heaven., He placed the Bible in its rightful
place above tradition. He believed that every man should
study 1t for himself and let God speak to him through His
Holy Seriptures.

Martin Luther used the Word of God as the frame work
of several of his hymms, Two outstanding illustrations were
his hymns on the Ten Commandments and the Lordts Prayer. In
each verse a commandment was given and then an explanation
of how it applied in their dally living, He followed this
same pattern with the Lord'a Prayer,

Although Martin Luther was not the originator of
congregational singing he was largely responsible for the
reviving and promotion of it during the Reformation. He
felt that it should be more than just an outlet of emotion
for the people, but that it should be an expression of the
heart as they worshipped God. He recognized in addition to
giving the people an sotive part in the worship services and
thug restoring the universal priesthood of men that it had
tremendous possibilities as & teaching esent. To him it was

to serve an educational ministry. It was to be used as &
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means of educating the people in the doctrines of the Refore
mation. He held to the idea that their opponents could not
claim ignorance as to their doctrines because they had
preached it, painted 1t, and sung it to them.46 But all the
time they wers doing it thelr doctrinal hymns were reaping
results; and men and women were being won not only to the
Luthersn Church but to the Lord Jesus Christ, This was
Luther's purpose in his ministry and his hymns to tell the
people that, "the just shall live by faith,"47 The people
experienced this, and ae a yresult one of the greatest
religious movements that history has known was‘under WY e

This movement 1s known todey az the Reformation.

48yartin Luther, as quoted by Price, op. cit., [?¢ 2].
473omans 1:17.



CHAPTER IIX
JOHN AND CHARLTS WESLEY

Even though there wasg a lapse of two hundred years
between the Luther snd Wesley revivals, and two different
eountries were represented there were several things found
common in these revivals. Both Martin Luther and the Wesleys
were members of the clergy with no intention of withdrawing
from thelr church and starting another denomination, Both
the Romean Citholle Church and the Church of England were in
a state of apostasy and these men had a desire to see their
churches revived. In both churches the singing had been
taken away from the people and during these revivals con-

gregational singing was returned to the people,
I. FACTORS "HFLUENCING JOHN AND Cfif RLES WESLEY

Family 1ife. One of the things that made a deep
impression upon John was his narrow escape with death at the
age of six, He came sc close to being consumed by the
flames when the rectory was set on fire that this experience

remained very vivid to him during his entire life,d

lrohn ¥esley, ¥Wesleyana: A Corplcte System of Wesleyan
Theology (New Yorks (iriton g Portcr, [1B40])s Pe Yl.
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The parents of John and Charles played a vital part
in melding thelr character., HMrs, Wesley was unquestionably
the central figure in the family, However, their father was
responsible for their baskground in the field of poetry.
Not only did John and Charlss write poetry but theip father,
a brother, and a slater were also poets,

¢« o« o Though the admirable wife and mother was
unquestionably the central figure of the group,
and perhaps the ruling spirit of the household,
yet from the stand~point of thie work, the father
holds the more prominent place, because it was he
and not Mrs. Wesley who both set the example of
writing poetry himself, and transmitted the taste
to his children. To him also, no less then to Mrs,
Wesley, may be traced some of the charmcteristics
which are more or less common to all the family.,
The chlef of these characteristics were clear,
vigorous, commonwsense, & high standard of faith
and morals, an acuteness of intellect sharpened

to the finest possible point by education, a cere
tain manliness and robustness of character, which
is as conspicuous in the females as in the males,
and an outspokeness and even brusqueness of mannar
which, did we not know the affectionate relation-
ship which always subsisted between all the wembers,
we might have axpaegod to have led to ruptures
between them, . . .

Morsvian Influence. In October 1735, John and Charles
along with Mr. Benjamin Ingham left London for the colony
of Georgla., As John said in his Journal, "Our end in leave

ing our native country was not to avoid want, nor to gain

2Jobn Jullan, A Dictionary of Hymmology (Londont
John Murray, 1862), p. 1265,
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the dung or dross of riches or honour; but simply this,==to
save our soulsj to live wholly to the glory of God,"S oOnm
board the ship were a group of Moravians. 1In order to con=-
verse with them John begen to lsarn Cerman, Through their
contacts with these Moravians a series of circumstances
began that brought about an entire change in their 1lives,
The Moravians' calmess and peace in God during the very
stormy orossing greatly impressed John. On Sunday the
twenty«fifth he relates an incident that happened during
thelr third storm.

At seven 1 went to the Germans, I had long
before observed the great seriousness of their
behaviour., Of their humility they hed given a
continual proof, by performing those servile
offices for the other passengers, which none of
the Fnglish would undertake; for which they
desired, and would receive no pay, saying, "it
was good for thelr proud heoarts,” and "thelr
loving Saviour had done more for them." And
every day had given them occasion of showing a
meekness which no injury ¢ould move, If they
were pushed, struck, or was thrown down, they
rose agalin and went away; tut no complaint was
found in their mouth. There was now an opportun=-
ity of trying whether they were delivered from
the spirit of fear, as well as from that of
pride, enger, and revenge. In the midst of the
psalm wherewlith their service began, the sea
broke over, split the mainsell in pieces, covered
the ship, and poured in between the decks, as 1if
the great deep had already swallowed us up, A
terrible screaming began among the English, The
Cermans calmly sung on., I asked one of them
afterwards, "Wes you not afreid?" He answered,

SNehemish Curnock (ed.), John Wesley's Journal
(§ew York: The Philosophical brary Iinc., 81), Pe 7e




"I thank God, no." I asked, "Rut were not your

womeni and children afrelid?™ He repllesd mildly,

"No; our women and chlildren are not afraid to

dle,."4

John had begun the study of their hymns earlier, but

&8 a result of their c¢calmmess during the storm his interest
in their hyrms was greatly intensified. He saw that through
thelr hyrne they were able to draw comfort and help in time
of need., He began to translate their hymns and later in
Georgia introduced them into his services for tha English
socleties.® The hymns took such a strong grip upon his
heart and mind that a great desl of his time In Georgle was
spent in studying them. Ilowever, his fervor in putting them
into use in the services in Savannah and Frederica did not
meet with approval; and as a result, when the list of
grievances were drawn up against him, his use of thelr hyms
was onn the list,

s « o In the list of grievances against Viesley

presented by the Grand Jury for Savannah in August,

1737, the first was hls alterations of the authors-

1zed metrical psalms, and the second his "introe
ducing into the church and service at the Altar

4xb££- I p. 100

Srrederick John Gillman Evolution of the English
Hymn (Londons George Allen & Unwin fﬁf:“Tﬁ?VW:_bT—ﬁlﬁtﬁ"““‘
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eompositions of psalms and hymns not inspected or
authorized by any proper judicature,"6

They had gone to Americe for the purpose of saving
thelr souls but both of them returned to Fnrland defeated
in thelr souls and in their ministry. John tells in his
journal that he had not found the peace of soul that he
hoped he would find in America.

"I went to Americe, to convert the Indians; but

och! who shall convert me? who, what is he that
will deliver me from this evil heart of unbellief?
I have a falr summer religion. I can talk well;
nay, and belleve myself, while no danger is near:
but let death look me in the face, and my spiris
is troudbled,™?

They returned to England after two years absence
defested for how could they convert the Indians for they
themselves had not been converted. After their return to
England they again came Into contact with the Morsviens and
as & result they both were converted. Charles' conversion
came during a long period of illness., Iuring his 1llness
Peter Bohler made repeated visits to hils slck-bed where

Charles was earnestly seeking peace of soul. On Whitaundey,

§§3§E Wesley's Journal, as quoted by Louils F, Benson,
The Englis Hgg% g%a Deveiopment and Use in Worahi
T?EifageIpﬁia: e Presbyterian Board of Puviication, 1918),
Pp. 225-26,

7¢urnock, ©ps olt., p. 35.
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May 21, 1738, Charles was converted.8 Peter Bohler also
had great influence over John and through him John began to
attond some of the Moravian services, It was during one of
their services on the following Wednescay, May 24, 1738,
that John was converted. John deseribes his conversion in
his journal,
In the evening 1 went very unwillingly to &
soclety in Aldersgate Street, where one was read=-
ing luther's preface to the Epistle to the Romans,
About a quarter before nine, while he was describe
ing the change which God works In the heart through
faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed,
I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alcne, for
salvation; and an assurance was given me, that He
had taken away wy sins, even mine, and saved me
from the law ¢f 8in and desth,
0f all the influences on their life their conversion
was the greatest, for it meant not only a new beginning
spiritually for them but for thousands throughout England.
Tt was the beginning of a new type of ministry for ther,
The doors of the Church of England were closad to them and
they had to go to the flelds to preach the gospel to the
people. It also marked the beginning of thelr hymnology.
The "conversion" of Charles relsased within him

his gift of song. On the very next day he wrote
his first hymmn, "“here shall my wandering soul begin.”

8Louis F. Censon, The E;glish Hgmn i1ts Development
and Use in Worship (Philadelphist The Prosbyterien foard of

FubiTcation, » P 228,

gcumOCl{’ O3 e Cito’ Poe 514
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Thereafter hardly a day or an experience passed

without 1ts orystallization into verse, Charles
compoged in his study, his garden, on horseback--
anywhere, The result, 6500 hymms on hundreds of
Seripture texts and on every conceivable phase

of Christian oxperience and Methodist theology. . . .10

Condition of the country and church. "In the fifty

years preceding the rise of the Wesleys and Whitefield,
England resched 1ts lowest pitch of moral degradation,"11
The Church of England and the country were in a state of
greoat apostasy, The higher offices of the Church were all
for sale. Many rectors held several parishes, drawing from
each of them a good salary and gliving little in return.
They would hire a curate to look after the duties of each
parish paying him very little, John and Charles' father
was a rector in one of the churches and recelved so little
that he spent several months in prison because he was in
debt, Among the curses of the land were harlotry, drunkene
ness, ignorance, snd illiteracy. During the eighteenth
century there was a high rate of death among the children,
It was into this picture that the Wesleys came. "Neverthe-
less, the Estsblished Church of thelr day would have none

10p1bert Edward Bailey, The Gospel in Hymns (New York:
Charles Scribnerts Sons, 1950), p., 8B4,

111b14., p. 76.
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of them. All these men were forbidden to preach in any

churchs their "enthusiasn” was condemned as an excltation

of the devil,"l2

The condition of Fngland during the opening
decades of the eighteenth century has often been
painted in dark colours by our nationel historians.
The moral temperature was depressed. There wore
hardly any schools, Politics were corrupt., Litera-
ture was unclean. Sanitation was neglected,
Intemperance was & fashionable weskness, and men
were known to blush for being suspected of chastity.
The prisons were full and unspeakably loathasome,
Thousands attended the frequent public execution.
Highway men infested the country roads, Labour was
regarded with starvation wages., Christian men
carried on a trade in slaves. As for religion, CGreen
estimates that it was never at a lower ebb, Puri-
tanism had spent its force, and no dynamio faith
possessed the souls of men, Nonconformity, worn
out by 1ts long struggle for existence, had lost
its virility. Inside the churches fervour was
frowned upon, and the preaching was frigid, formal
and argumentative,ld

IT. THE CONTRIRBUTIONS OF THE WESLEYAN HYMNOLOGY

It is not sufficlently realized, though 1t will
be evident to the reader, thet John Wesley and not
Charles stends at the fountain=hsad of Methodist
hymnody. He was the first in the fleld, and his
directiny and controlling hand was never withdrawn.
He saw, more clearly than any wen since Luther,
the propangandist valus of scng as an ald to the
evangelist. The acquaintance which he had made in
Georgia with the hymnody of the Moravians quickened

lszid. s Po 7.

13Frederick Jchn Gillmen, The Evolution of the English
Hymn {Londont George Allen & Unwin Ttd., 1027), Dpe 214=15,
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his desire to know more of them, and this was
S A R ke U
’

John's contribution to hymnology falls into four
categoriess (1) translating, (2) editing, (3) organizing,
and (4) publishing hyms.l5 As was stated by Gillman, John
was first to enter the field of hymnology. It cannot be
determined sxactly what John's contribution was to the large
number of hymns that wers written because most of them just
list the author's name as Wesley. It is felt that John did
write some hymns, but his bigger contribution came from the
translations of the German hymns that he had learned from
the Moravians. His biggest contribution came through his
eritical oversight of the hymne that Charles wrote, After
editing end organizing Charles' hymns he would then publish
them,1® Thelir contribution to hymnology comprised over
6,500 hyms. Charles wrote hy-ms constantly and 1t is
1ittle wonder that he needed someone to edit and organize
his hyms.

Through the great number of hymns that Charles wrote
the store of English hymns was greatly enriched, HNot only

l41p14., pp. 217-18.
15pailey, op, cit., p. 81,
16g6111lman, op. cit., p. 219,
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was there a numerical contribution, but the iceal of the
English hymns was modified. There was a new evangellstie
note in their hymns., "fThey aimed to bring the unchurched
and wnsaved within the sound of the gospel, and to use song
a8 & means of his conversion and upbuilding."l7 Their hymns
embodied the 1dea of Christian experience. They lifted the
level of hymmnology giving to the church a churchly or Liture
glcal Hymnody. They also set up a new standard in hymmody
on its literery side. "Their hymms are in line with the
earlier devotional poets rather then with ¥Yatts, They cone
troverted Watts! canon of hyrn writing and laid down & new
one,~--a hyrn should be & poem."l® wWatts insisted that a
hymn be stripped of any poetic suggestiveness while the
Wesleys Insisted that hyrms be poeme, In addition to a
real message they wanted the hymn to have the beauty and

inspiration of poetry,l9

A surmary of the Methodist theology. "Charles Wesley's

hymns are a textbook of Methodist theologye . « »"20 During
the time of the Wesleys the people of England followed the

17renson, ops cit., p. 248,
lsxbigt 2 De 262,
191bid., pp. 247~53.

goﬂailey, OE. cito' P 88,
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Calvinistic theology. The Tesleys rejected this theology
and followed Arminius. The main noint of difference between
these two theologlans was the metter of "election." Isaac
Watts followed Celvin belleving that Cod had chosen certain
men to be saved and others were doomed to bs lost and there
was nothing that they could do about it. The Wesleye rejected
this 1dea and believed that man is fres snd can meke a
choice whether he will be lost or saved. They believed that
Christ dled for the sins of everyone and in order to be
saved one must accept the provision that has been made for
him by Christ.2l ehis theological controversy reached into
both the hymns of Watts and “esley. Wesley's hymns revealed
the love of God to man and he used them to proeclaim the power
of Christ to save to the uttermost. Watts emphasized the
etemal deorees for the saved and the unsaved. "Watts is
awed into reverence by the cross of Christ; Wesley feels for
the Seviour a warm and personal love."$? Even though they
had this controversy they still had a great appreclation for
some of the hymnsa that were written by each cther. Wesley

2l1bid., p. 88,

22renjemin Brawley, History of the Fnglish Hymn
(Few Yorks: The Abingdon Press, I&%QTT Do 07
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even used some of ¥Tatts'! hymms in hisz hymal, A= Rattenbury

stated: , , ., The Methodist Fevival wes needed even to

popularize Dr. Watts. . .23

The hymna that the "esleys wrote and used were the
beliefs of the Hethodist revival, They were almost the
constitution and discipline of this new movement,

It 15 evident that a place rmst be given to the
%esleyan hymody in the history of religion itself,
The Wesleys lnaugurated a great spiritual revivals
eand thelr hymns did as much es any human egency to
kindle and raeplenish 1ts fervor. They conducted
the propaganda of a new theology; we can socan
Wesley's sermons to discover 1tz contents, but in
the hymna 1t was sung by multitudes; and of ths two
media of its dissemination, the song was probably
the more sffective, John Wesley led an ecclesias-
tical revolt, and, falling to conquer his own Church,
established a new one of phenomensal proportions: the
hymms prefigured the constitution of the new Chureh
and formed the manual of l1ts spiritual disclipline.
The Wesleyan Hymns are thus deeply written into the
religious history of English-speaking peoples., We
might sum up the “ealeys' work in Hymnody by saying
that they perceived the spiritual possibilities of
hyms end of hymn singing, snd that they realized
them, apparently to the full. 4

Hymn tracts. In order that the hymns might become a
part of the lives of the people it was necessary for them
to be circulated among the people., Charles Vesley wrote his

23prnest J. PRattenbury, The Evangelical Doctrines of
Charles Uealey's Hyms (London: The Gpworkh Press, 1949),

Do 53

2410uis P, Benson, The lish H 1te Development
and Use in worshl (Ph11§d3I§h§as The ?resbyﬁer!aniﬁoara of
TublIcation, s Pe 244,
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hymna out of his own experiences, the experiences of the
psople, and their needs. In the beginning of this revival
they did not have s hymnsl; therefore, they printed hymn
tracts that would cvntain hymns along a certain theme such
as: "Hymns for Times of Trouble and Persecution,” Thanks=
giving, graces, the Trinity, the "Nativity" of Christ, his
fresurrection,” "Ascension Day," "Whitsunday," ®"Hew-Year's
Day," and "vatchnizhts."28 T.o things had to be taken into
consideration in their circulation, Firsgt, the cost of the
tract, and secondly, they had to be printed quickly so they
could be circulated rapldly. These hymn tracts were the
beginning of the Methodist hymnal which was published later.
The traects were written for the people and as s result
played a considerable pert in the revival,28

The lssting value of thelr hymns came through the
fact that the hymns became an instrument for fixing the
doctrines of the revival into the minds and hearts of the
people. They werentt great formal theologlcal documents,
but heart-felt songs of personally experienced doetrine and

aspirations.27 The people not only heard the sermons of the

25ravid Oreamer, Methodist Hﬁggologgs Comprehending
Notices of the Poetical Works of Joim & erles Wesley
{Few Yorks Publlshed for the author, 200 WMulberry-street,

Joseph Longking, Printing, 1848), pp. 13l-42,

26ponson, op. cit., P. 234,
27Rattenbury, op. cit., p. 60,
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evangelists but left the meetings with a hymn on their lips
and & song in their heart. ". . . The democratic note of
the evangelist was put on the lips of thousands who for the
first time had a reason for living and a God who in Christ

was concerned for the least of them,."28

The Industrial Revolution. In section one of this

chapter, the corruptness of the country and church at the
time of the Wesleys was described. Into this apostasy John
and Charles Wesley took the message of salvation to the peo-
ple and as a result saved England from a bloody revolution
that would have come to the country even as it came to
France in order that the lower classes might be liberated,

Into such a world, from the pure atmosphere of
Epworth parsonage, John and Charles Weésley came
with cleansing fire, and the religious Revival
which they initiated, perhaps more than any other
factor, saved the soul of England. The impact of
the Revival, both directly and indirectly, upon
our national life was immensely powerful. The
Country was hurrying on to one of the most criti-
cal periods in Lts history, and the shadows of the
spproaching industrial revolution were already
darkening the people's life, The Revival furnished
the nation with a moral backbone and a relirious
faith which enabled it to meet the crisis without
enduring the sgonies that overtook France. But
more, 1t 80 ralsed the moral temperature of the
nation that a whole range of reforms became possl-
ble, It tgave the first impulse to our popular

28James Rewlings Sydnor (ed.), The Papoers of the lyun

Socliety, Alfred Burton Hsas, "Charles Wesley o, 22 (New
York §¥tyx The Hymn foclety of America, 1957), p. 7.
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education'; 1t hastened on sanitery reform, poor
law reform, prison reform, the care of the sick,
and the abolition of alavery. 'For in the light
of the new humanity, poverty, vagrancy, disease
eand vice had to be fought rether than endured,!

As for the Churches, it pulled many of them out of
their stagnation; but 1t went beyond them, out
beyond highways and hedges, the market-places and
villege greens, the prisona, and even Tyburn itself,
with a boundless enthusissm and en illimitsble

love for men. And &t the heart of 1t all was &
hymn book .29

III. THE EFFECT PRODUCED BY WESLEYS' HYMNS

As was shown earlier one of the great contributions
of their hymnology came from the fact that the hymns became
a part of the people's lives. The hymms were on their lips
and in their hearts. Congregstional singing had been taken
away from the people and no longer was there hearty singing
by the whole congregation., Through the singing during the
worship service & mighty power was released because they
sang with an inspiration of conviction. ". « « As was said
of the early Lutheran choral, so it might be sald of the
Methodist hymms, that they won more gouls than even the
proaching of the evangelists, . . »"50

29¢111lman, op. cit., pp. 214-15,

30pdward Dickinson, Music in the History of the
Westorn Church (New Yorks charles Scribneris Sons, 1902),

Pe R0
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Again and again the crowds of listeners, in a
fervour of emotion, "burst out, as with one consent,
into loud praise and thanksgiving," until it almost
secemed that heaven had come down to earth, The
unique suitability of many of the hymns for the open-
air gatherings which formed so conapicucus a feature
of the Revival has often been remarked upon. The
crowds were swayed by the passionate words of the
preacher; and the exuberance, the lilta the simple
directness of the "hymns of invitation® exactly
suited their need. « » o1
Great care was exercised in the introduction of new
hyms. As new hymns were written many of them were taught
to the congregations before they were issued in printed
form. The teaching method that many employed was to have
the leader first read the whole hymm after which he would
re~read the first stanza and then sing 1t. He would re-read
the first two lines and then have the congregation sing them,
By using this method he would teach them the first two
stanzas and in later meetings would teach them the rest of
the hymn. They were further encouraged to learn the hymn
because gquite often thse minlster would use it as a basis
for his sermon,32
Wealey also issused a tune book for them to follow,
He included directions for singing in this book which were

to be observed carefully in order that this part of Divine

3l@Gillman, op. clt., pp. 225-26,
32321116%. OPe @1“., P. 86,
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worship might be the more acceptable to God, as well as more
profitable to singer and hearer. The seven rules that he
listed were: learn these tunes before any others; sing them
exactly as orinted; sing all of them; sing lustily; sing
modestly; sing in time; above all sing spiritually, with an
eye to God in every word.33 Even though Wosley was specific
in how the hymns were to be sung 1t did not hinder their use,
but rather encouraged their use and made them more meaningful
to the people.

There was a marked degree of spontaneity in thelr
singing. At first there was a lot of physical exuberance in
their singing which caused some confusion., Wesley instructed
his preachers to interrupt the noisy hymns and ask the con=
gregations-~="Now do you inow what you said lsat? Did 1t
suit your case? Did you sing 1t es to God, with the sgpirit
and understanding also?"% Xot only did Wesley want the
people to enter into the singing but he wanted them to under-
stand and know what they were singing.

Everywhere volces were raised in jubilant song. The
people sang in the churches, their homes, founderies, outside

of the pubs, while worshipping, working, and at play.

33penson, op, cit., p. 841,
S41bid., PP+ 241-42,
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e « s All because Charles Wesley, bullding on the sasure
foundations of Isamc Watts, changed the singing hebits
of a nation, led them scross ¥r, Watte' bridge where
they surveyed that wondrous cross end with a thousand
tongues sang their great Redeemer's praise,35
They sang the hymns and responded to them because they met
their needs, Jochn makes 1t evident in his journal that vwhen
he passed through a town that he would pick out hyrns that
were most sultable to the people's condition,38
Even though the masses accepted their hymns they
suffered because the established church would not make them
a part of thelr worship. Watts was accepted, seen, and
respected by all, but the Wesleys were regarded as schismae
tiecs and ranters by the churchmen. To the churchmen their
hymns were a mere vehicle of Methodlst error and, therefors,
they would not permit thelr use. As m result 1t took a long

time for them to permeate into the established churches,>7
IV. SOURCER OF THE WYMNS

It has been said that John Wesley celled himself a
man of one book, but actually he read many. However, with

Charles 1t was different for after he left the university

355'¥dﬂ0}" OE: e& Eq’ Pa B

36Mahel Richmond Brailsford, A Tale of Two Brothers
*0%ord Unlversity Press,

John and C%%rleg Wesley (New York: Oxf
Im), F' L

37penson, Op. cit., p. 258,
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it 1s thought that he reamd few except for hils Bible, He
literally lived snd spoke the Word of God. BRoth his postry
and his prose were saturated with the Holy Scriptures, The
Bible was one of the main sources of material for his hyms,

» ¢« « Charles Wesley peinted plctures with Scripture.

@llusions and phrases and images as another woaves

with wool, But he did it as a poet does. The Scripe

ture allusions and phrases were not & mere agglomera=-

tion, but a patternsd design. His pattern was always

evangelicals « «

It 1s almost impossible to have a real eppreciation

of Charles Wesley's hymns unless one relates them to the
events that caused him to write them. They are actually a

Pilerim's Progress in verse. They come out of the events

of the revival and express the experiences of Charles Yaesley
and the people with whom he came in contact. "They trace
the religlous life of every man as he travels from the City
of Destruction to the Celestial City,"39 They express the
apiritual life of a man: his hopes and fearas, his aspira-
tions and affections, his fallurea and victorles.40 His
hyrms are an expression of the heart.

His hymms were both forged and sung in the furnace of

persecution that came as a result of the revival, BEoth Watts

38prmest J, Rettenbury, The Rvengelical Doctrines of
Charles Wesley's Hymns (London: The Epworth Press, 1940), D.49.

3Prrederick John Gillman, The Evolution of the English
Hymn (London: George Allen & Unwin e%., 1027 ), Do 219,

40rp14.
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and his hymns were accepted and respected but the “esleys
were not, Wesleys' hymms were not written in the seclusion
and security of a pastorate but on the firing line of a
mighty revival., They spoke of the conviction of sin, of
the »hysical and moral peril, of the fightings without and
fears within. But more than this they spoke of a triumphant
victory through Jesus Christ,.4l

¢ s « The theology of Charles tealey cannot be properly
understood spert from his life and experience, His
inner life is best disclosed, indeed only truly dls-
elosed, by the hyrns which he wrote so constantly

that they have been called his journal intime,%@

In compiling the Methodist hymal, John exercised
authority as to which hymns would be included. Most of the
hyrns included in the hymnals were ones that Charles wrote.
Also included in the hymnel were hymns that John translated
from the German., As was stated previously, even though
vatts and the Wesleys had theological controversies they
st1ll had a grest appreciation for each others hymns. John
i1neluded meny of Batts! hymns in his hymnal for use in the
Methodist congregations.4d

Tn looking at the Lutheran revival and the Yesleyan

revivel a contrast cen be zeen. ¥artin Inther waz the

41pratisford, op, clt., ppe. 150-51.
438&%‘&6:1\9“?3, CPe 9}&0. b. 88,
43Creamer, Ope cit., po 168,
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author of some hymns, but strongly urged others to write
also. John Wesley in contrast primerily advocated the use

of Charles! hymns,
V. PURPOBE OF THEIR HYMNAL

From the first John considered their hymms as doc-
trinal documents of the Methodists., He not only refers to
this in the prefaces to thelr hymnals but in hils treatlses
and sermons,%4 In the preface to his hymnal John atates the
purpose for the hymmal,
o o s« In what other publication of the kind have you
g0 distinct and full an account of scriptural Christ-
ianity? such a declaration of the heights and depths
of religlon, speculative and practical? so strong
cautions egainst the most plausible errors; particue
larly those that are now prevalent? and so clear
directions for making your calling and election surej
for perfecting holliness in the fear of God?45

This hymn book was written for the purpose of giving the

people a complete menual of religlous instruction.48 The

table of contents shows at a glance what he 1s trying to

teach the people through the hymns.

44Rattenbury, ops cit., p. 62,

45J0hn Gesley, A Collection of Hymns, for the Use of
the People Called Methodists (London: John Wason, 118431),

p- 4.

46plvert Fdward Bailey, The CGospel in Hymns (New York:
Charles Scribnerts Sons, 19850}, p. 54.
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PART FIRST

Exherting Sinncre te return to God
Deseribing, 1. The Pleasantness of Religion
2, The Goodness of God
Oe Death
4, Judgment
8+ Heaven
6. Hell
Praying for a Blesaing

PART SECOHD

Deseribing Formal Religion
Invard Relligion

PART TRIRD

Praying for Repentance

For Mourners convinced of Sin

For Peraons convinced of Backsllding
For Backaliders recovered
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Fighting
Preying
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Suffering
Seeking for full Redemption
Saved
Interesding for the Vorld

PART FIFTH

For the Soclety Meeting
Giving Thanks
Praying
Partiug47

4wesley, A Collestion of Hymns, op. glt., p« €.
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VI. A STUDY OF TBE DOCTRINAL TEACHINGS
OF THEIR HYMNS

Sin and Salvation. The exhortation to sinners to

retum to God was one of the main themes of the revival
messsages. John and Charles had received forgiveness of sins
and they were sager for others to hear of it and to exper-
lence it. In his first hymm in the hymnal he breaks forth
with a prayer that he might be able to proclaim this message.

O For a thousand tongues to sing
My great Redeemer's praise!
The glories of my God and Ring,

The triumphs of his grace!

My gracious MYaster, and my God,
Asaist me to prooclaim,

To spread through all the earth abroad
The honours of thy Name,

From there he zoes on to tell the liatener what Jeosus can do
in their life,

Jesus ! the Name that charms our fears,
That blds our sorrows cease}

tPis musioc in the sinner's ears,
tpis life, and health, and pesace.

He breaks the power of cancellt'd sin,
He sets the prisoner free;

His blood can make the foulest clsan
Hias blood avall'd for me.

He speaks,=--and listening to his volee,
New 1life the dead recelive}

The mournful, broken hearts rejoice;
The humble poor believe,

Hear him, ye deafl; his pralse, ye dumb,
Your loosen'd tongues employ;

Ye blind, behold your Saviour come,
And lecap, yo lame, for joy.
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In the next two verses he tells the simmer how they can be
converted. They must first look to Jesus and then by faith
they can be justified., He tells them that their sins will
be laid on Jesus who became an offering for their sins by
dying on the cross,
Look unto him, ye nations; own
Your God, ye fallen racej
Loock, and be saved through falth alone.
Be Jjustified by grace.
%ee all your sins on Jesus laildg
The Lamb of God was slain:

His soul was once en offering made
Por every soul of msn,

In the final veraes of this hymn he closes with another call
to the sinner urging them to awake from thelr sleep and come
to Christ. When they do this they will recelive forglveness
of sins snd a present and future heaven,
Awake from gullty naturet's sleep
And Christ shall give you 1light,
Cast all your sins into the deep,
And waah the Aethiop white,
With me, your chief, ye than shall know,
2hall feel, your sins forgiven;
Anticipate your heaven below,
And own that love is heaven,48
In this one hymn that is representative of this section of

the hymnal the following doctrines are found:

481bid., pp. 7~8.
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l. Every Christian is to be a witness to the unsaved about
Christ's saving power,
2. Jesus has power over sin,
3+ Through the blood of Jesus Christ everyone can be
saved,
4. The sinner is saved through faith.
5, Jesus bore the sins of the world.
8+ Jesus died for the sins of the world.
7. 1t was necessary for Jesus to dle only once for the
sins of the world,
8. A person's sins can be forgiven,
9. He can know that his sins are forgiven.
10, Even while living here on earth a Christian can loock
forward to & home in hesaven,

Under the section on Methodist theology 1t was noted
that one of the controversies faced by Vesley was on the
matter of election. Wesley felt that salvation was for
everyone and that it was free to all, This doctrinal view
1s pointed out even stronger in the hymm "Come, sinners, to
the Gospel Peast.” He emphasizes it so much that he uses
capital letters and itallcs to get the thought across, To
41lustrate, verses one, two, eight, and nine will be gquoted.

Come sinners, to the gospel feast}
Let every soul be Jesu's guest;

Ye need not one be left behind,
Por God hath bidden all mankind.
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Sent by my Lord, on you I call;

The invitation is to ALLg

Come, all the worldj come, sinner, thouj

All things in Christ are ready now,

See him set forth before your eyes,

That precious, bleeding Sacrifice!

Hig offertd benefits embrace,

And freely now be saved by grace.

This is the time}; no more delay;

This 1s the acceptable day}

Come in, this moment, at his call,

And live for him who died for all.49

Entire Sanctification. ‘nother one of the teachings

of John and Charles Wesley was the doctrine of entire sance
tification, Both in their teachings and in the teachings of
the holiness movement the doctrine 48 referred tc by many
different terms. Some of the terms used to describe it ares
the second rest, perfect love, sanctification, holiness, and
full salvation, Sanctification is not for the unsaved but
for the believer. As will be shown from their hyms, sance
tification is required of the bellever by God, He has made
provision for 1t, and the bellever is to seek for entire
sanctification, God not only requires ssnctificetion, has
provided for it, but gives sanctification to the bellever

when he meets the conditions.

491p84., pp. 8~-9.
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He wills that I should holy be,

That holiness I long to feelj

That full divine conformity

To all my Saviour's rightecus will,50

What 1s our calling's glorious hope,
But inward holiness? '

For this to Jesus I look up;

I calmly wait for this,

I wait ¢111 he shall touch me clean,
Shall life and pow'r impert,

Give me the faith that ciats out sin,
And purifies the heart,B

Jesus, thine all victorious love
Shed in my heart abroad;

Then shall my feet no longer rove,
Rooted and fixed in God,

0 that in me the sacred fire
Might now begin $o glow;

Burn up the Adross of base desire,
And malte the mountalins flow!

O that it now from heav'n might frll,
And all my sins consumel

Come, Holy Ghost, for thee I call;
8pirit of dDuming, ocome,

Refining fire, go through my heartj;
Illuminate my soulj

Scatter thy life through ev'ry part,
And sanotify the whole.

My steadfast soul, from falling free,
Shall then no longer move,
%hile Christ i1s all the wgsld to me,
And all my heart 1s love,

B p of the Liv FPaith, "He Wills That I Should
Holy Be" (W nanimhﬁeg.”%ﬁégﬁnas LIght and Life Press, 19861),
no, 286.

811bid., "What 1s Our Calling's Glorious Hope," no, 299,

82Ivid., "Jesus, Thine All=Victorious Love," no, 303,
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Come, 0 my God, the promise seal,
This mountain, sin, remove:;

How in my gasping soul reveal
The virtue of thy love.

I want thy 1ife, thy purity
Thy righteousneas, brough% ing
I ask, desire, and trust in thee,
To be redeemed from sin.

For this, as taught by thee, I pray,
And can no longer doubtj

Remove from hencel %o sin I sayg
Be cast this moment out)}

Anger and szloth, desire end pride,
This moment be subdued};

Be cast intoc the crimson tide
Of my Redeemer's blood,

Saviour, to thee my soul look up,
¥y present Saviour thoul

In all the confildence of hope,
I c¢claim the blessing now,

'Tls donet thou dost this moment save,
With full salvation blesss
Redemption through thy blood Iagava,
And spotless love and peace,
In the quotes that have been taken from Wesley's
hymns these are the beliefs that he sets forths
l. It is CGod's will for men %o be holy,
2« ¥an pust wait upon God for this holiness of heart.
3, The Holy Spirit comes in refinimg fire burning out the

dross and purifying the soul,

S3wesley, A Collection of Hymms, op. cit., pp. 395-96,
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4. After the soul has been purified it is then filled with
love,
5. GSanctification is promised in t he %¥ord of God.
3. By belleving the promises this can and will be accome
plished in the soul of the believer,

The Trinity. The Wesleys' concept of the Trinity can

te found Iin this verse.

A mystical plurality
%e in the Godhead own,
Adoring One in Peraons Three,
&nd Three in Nature One.54

They belleved that there was one God and yet three persons,
but in nature they were one, A further concept of what they
believed about the trinity will be found in this hymn.

Heill! holy, holy, holy Lord!
¥hom one in Three we know;

By 2ll thy heavenly host adored,
By all thy church below,

One undivided Trinity
wWith triumph we proclaim;

Thy universe is full of thee,
And speaks thy glorious nenme,

Thee, Holy Father, we confess;
Thee, Holy Son, adore;

Thee, Spirit of @ruth and Holiness,
We worshlp evermore,

The incommpunicable right,
Almighty God! receive,

which angelwcholra, and saints in light,
And saints embodied, give,

B41bid., pe 246,
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Three Perscns equally divine
o magnify and love}
And both the choirs ere long shall join,
To sing thy praise above,
Hail! holy, holy, holy Lord,
(Our heavenly song shall be,)
Supreme, essential Qnes adored
In co~eternal Three 195
To goet a better insight into their heliefs about the
trinity the discussion will now be turned to the Godehead
as 1t exists in its three perscnalities of God the Father,

Jesus the Son, and the Holy -Spirit.

God. The doctrine of God in the authorized hymnal
of 1779 1s mainly concerned with the Calvinistic controversy
again, His primary aim is not to prove the existance of
God, but to show that God is a God of love and that He has
provided salvetion for everyone. Cherles used irony in his
hyms to show how absurd they felt the Calvinistic dooctrine
wags, He attacked the idea of election from two different
angles, In one hyem he personates s backslider who is on
the brink of despair, but who still trusts in Godt!s merey
and cannot bring himself to belleve in 'the Horrible Decree!}

he cries:

55’Ib1d-; PPs 248449,
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God forbid that I should dare
To charge my death on Thee}
No, Thy truth and merecy tear
The HORRIBLE DECREE}
Theugh the devil's doom I mest,
The devil's doctrine I disclaim;
Let 1t sink into the pit
Of hell, from whence 1t came,

I this record leave behind,=~
Though damntd, I was forgivens;

Every soul mey merecy find,
Believe, and enter heaven,

In another of his hymns he takes the 1dea of the
Calvinists and tells the sinner that since he is slected to
salvation, his sins really do not matter,

You are secure of heaven,!
{The tamgtar gsoftly says,)

tYou are elect, and once forgiven
Can never fnil from grace,

tYou never can recelve
The grace of God in vain;

The gift, be sure, He did not give,
Po take it back againg

He cannot take it back,
Whether you use or no

His gracej you cannot shipwreck make
Of falth, or let it go.

LJ [ 4 » *

God is unchangeable,
And therefore so are you;
And therefore they can never fall
Who once His goodness knew;
In part perhaps you may
You carmot wholly fali,
Cannot become a castaway
Like non-elected Paul,!'98

58rattenbury, op., cit., pp. 119-20.
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Charles Wesley's hymns probably did more to deatroy
popular Calvinism in their day than any other single factor.
They made Calvinism seem 80 incredible to the reason, and
repulsive to the heart of informed people.

However, these hymns did not have the permanent
value of the positive hymns on God's Everlasting Love.57
The hymn known as "Wrestling Jacob" was considered by Isasc
Wetts and many others as his outstending hymn. The last
three verses of this hymn very vividly portray the love of
god.

Yield to me now, for I am weak,

But confident in self despair;

Speak to my heart, in blessings spesk,

Be conquered by my instant prayer:

8peak, or thou never hence shalt move,

And tell me if thy name be Love, thy name be Love,

'Tis Love! t'tis Love! thou dledst for me;
I hear thy whisper in my heart;

The morning breaks, the shadows flee:

Pure, universal Love thou art:

To me, to all, thy mercies move;

Thy nature and thy name is Love.

Lame as I am, I take the prey;

Hell, earth aeand sin, with ease ol'ercome,
I leap for joy, pursue my way,

And, as a bounding hart, fly homse,
Through all eternity to prove

Thy nature and thy name is Love .58

571pid., p. 121,
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Jdesus Christ. The second person of the trinity is
Jesus Chriat the Son of God. God loved the world so much
that he gave his only son thet through Him the world might
be saved,

Father, whose everlasting Love
Thy only Son for sinners gave;
¥hose grace to all dld freely move,
And sent him down the world to save:5®

The Word of God is Jesus Christ his son and through His “ord
8ll creation was made.

He spake the word, and it was donel
The universe his ¥ord obey'd;
His Word is hls eternal Son,
And Christ the whole creation made.50

Jesus 18 equal with God but when he came to earth he lald
aside His glory and became & man,

Equal with God Most High,
He lald his glory dby;
He, the' eternal God, was born,
¥Man with men he deign'd to 'appsar,
Object of his creature's scorn,
Pleased a servant's form to wear,

Jesus was both divine and human.

Hail! everlasting Lord,
Divine, incarmate Word!

Thee let all my powers confessg
Thee my latest breath proclaim;

Help, ye angelecholrs, to bless,
Shou$ the loved Immanuel's name

sgwanloy,|5_callectgan of Hymns, op. cit., p. 42.
€01bid., p. 226.
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Jesus was born of the Virgin MNary and came to defeat the

powers of Satan.

Frult of a virgin's womb,
The promised Blessing'!s come}
Christ, the fathers' hope of old,
Christ, the woman's conquering Seed,
Christ, the Saviour long foretold, 6
Borm to brulse the serpent's head. 1

"Neither 1s there salvation in any other: for there
is none other neme under heaven given among men, whereby we
must be saved,"62 The name of Jesus is over all. At his
name both men and angels fall. The name of Jesus causes the
devils to tremble,

Jesus, the Name high over zll,
In hell, or esarth, or sky
Angels and men before it fail,

And devils fear and fly.

Jesus, the Name to sinners dear,
The Name $90 sinners given;

it scatters all their guilty fears
It turns their hell to heaven,53

And, being assembled together with them commanded
them, that they should not depart from Jerusalem,
but wait for the promise of the Father, which
saith he, ye have heard of me., For John truly
baptized wlth water; but ye shall be beptized with
the Holy Ghost not many days hence .84

611bide, PP. 180=91,
62mo1y Bible, Acts 4:12.
63wesley, A Collection of Hymns, op. cit., p. 40.

64noly “ible, Acts 114, 5.
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Holy Spirit. Before Jesus ascended into heaven He
told his disciples to walt until they had been baptized
with the Holy Ghost., The Holy Ghost or Spirit is the third
member of the trinity. He came from the Father end the Son
and has existed with them from eternity.

Hail, Holy Ghost, Jehovah, Third
In order of the Threej

Sprung from the Father and the V%ord
From all eternity!

The Holy &pirit was also active in the crestion,

Thg Godhead brooding o'sr the' abyss
£ Formless waters lay;
8poke into order all that 1is,

And darkness into day,

He was active in the birth, death, and resurrection of Christ.

Thy power through Jesuls life display'd,
Quite from the virgin's womb,

Dying, his soul an offering made,
And ralsed him from the tomb,65

It is through the Holy S8pirit that the sinner receives the
assurance that his sins have been forglven,

Dost thou not dwell in all thy saints,
And seal the heira of heaven?

¥hen wilt thou banish my complaints,
And show my sins forgiven?

Assure my conscience of its part
In the Redesemer's blood;

And bear thy witness with my hsart,
Thet I am born of God.66

E5wesley, A Collection of Hymns, op. cit., pp. 593-94.
661bid., p. 599,
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Jesus promised that the Father would send the Holy Spirit
in His neame,

Jesus, we on the words depend,

S8poken by thee while present here,--
"The Father in my name shall send

The Holy Ghost, the Comforter,"87

On the Day of Pentecost the diSpnnsation of the lloly Spirit
began. Even as those that were gathered together on that
day were filled with the Holy Spirit so the Wesleys exhorted
* the people to walt until they received the Holy Sirit,

Come, Holy Spirit, raise our song,
To reach the wonders of the day,
When with thy fiery cloven tongues
Thou didst those glorious scenes display.

0 'twas a most ausplcious hour,
3eason of grace and sweet delight,
When thou didst come with mighty power,
And light of truth divinely bright.

By this the blest disciples knew
Their risen Head had entert*d heaven}

Had now obtaln'd the promlse due,
Pully by God the Father given.

Lord, we belleve to us and ours
The apostollc promise glven}
%e walt the Pentecostal powers,
The Holy Ghost sent down from heaven.88
when the Holy Spirit is come He will be a teacher and a

guide to the bellever.

871bid., p. 598.
681bid., P. 596,
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That promise mede to Adem's race,
How, Lord, in us, even us, fulfi}l;
And give the Spirit of thy grace,
To teach us all thy perfect will,
That heavenly Teacher of mankind,
That Guide infallible impart,
To bring thy sayings to our mind,
/nd write them on our faithful heart,89
In the study of the Wesleys' hymmns the doctrines of
sin, salvation, sanctification, and the GJod~head have been
oconsidered., Ko attempt has been made to try to exhaust the
teachings found in their hymns on each of these doctrines,
Throughout their hymns many other teachings can be found
such as the teachings on hell, heaven, the devil, the Christe
ian experience, and the judgment. Not only was the Methodist
Society founded on the dostrinal teschings of Arminius and
Wesley but almost the entire holiness movement which encome
passes meny denominations. Not only did their hymns serve
as an educational means for their day, but even now many of
their hyms are used to teach denominational doctrines, For
exsmple, In the hymnal Hyms of Living Fgith which is the
suthorized hyrmal of the Wesleyan Mesthodist Church of America
and the Free Methodist Church of North Americs, seventeen

out of the thirty-one hymns included under the doctrine of

GQL Qida 3 Po 598,



72
entire sanctification were either written or translated by
the ¥esleys., Truly, the Methodist hymnal of John Wesley was
the Methodist theology book of their day.



CHAPTER IV
IRA D, SANKEY

In chapter three several similarities were shown that
existed in both the Lutheran and Wesleyan revivals, Husic
also played a prominent part in the Moody revival, Moody
knew the value of singing and used the services of Ira D,
Sankey to & great extent, However, the contrasts between
these three revivals are even more prominent than the simi-
larities. Even though the meetings were not under direct
sponsorship of the shurches many pastors co-operated in this
great revively thus thelr churches benefited from the con~
verts that were won to the Lord, This was not true in the
Reformation or the Wesleyan revival, for out of them came
the Lutheran and Methodist churches.

There was also a contrast in the music that they
used. In addition to hias own compositions, Luther encouraged
others to write, while Wesley primarily used the hymns that
Charles wrote., Sankey was the author and composer of only
one or two gospel hymns., He also was the composer of several
hymns which he used very effectively, but his main source of
sacred muelc was from the compositions of others. This
revival also marked the beginning of a new type of hymn
known as the "Gospel Hymn" or "Gospel Song," which 1s used
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very effectively in Protestant services today. Thersfore,

both the hymns and gospel hymns that he used will be
studied,

I. FACTORS INFLUENCING SANKEY

The impact of sacred music upon Ssankey began at an
early age, for as & chlld the singing of hymna was a part
of the home life. In his autoblography he tells that the
first hymn he ocould remember was the one that his mothep
used to sing him to sleep.

"Hush, my dear, lie still and slumber,
Holy angels guard thy bed."

During the long winter evenings the family would
gather around the log fire in the old homestead, and would
gpend the long eveninge singing the hymns of the church.
It was through this that he first learned to read music,

The family lived seversl miles from the church but
Sankey's fondness for singing led him to be a regular attend-
ant, Later his family moved to Newcastle, wheore he joined
the Methodist Episcopal Church, Soon after that he was
elected superintendent of the Sunday schcol and leader of
the choir. When he first took charge of the singing many
of the members thought thet it was wrong to use the organ,
or any kind of musical instrument in the church. Later on

the church began to use an organ in the ohurch ané as a



75
result he began to use the organ to accompany his singing.
Through this he began to make preparation for the work that
he was engaged in for the rest of his l1life,

The only formal musical education that he had was
when he attended a musical convention in PFarmingtown, Ohio,
under the direction of Mr, Bradbury. On his return home,
his father said to hias mother, "I am afraid that boy will
never amownt to anything; all he does is to run about the
country with a hymn-book under his arm,"l His mother
replied that she would rather see him with a hymn book under
his arm than with a whisky bottle in his pocket,

In 1860, when Presldent Lincoln called for wen to
enlist in the Union army, Ira Sankey was one of the first
in Newcastle to enlist. Religious services were held in the
army camp where he often led the singing. Several of the
other fellows also took part and as a result famllles began
to invite them to their homes to aing.z

Sankey was 8lso active in the church as a class

leadser. The two ocutstanding things about the class meetings

1Ira D, Sankey, My Life and th@ Story of the Gospel
Hymns (New York: Red La 21 Reprint nts, s Ps 18,

QIbidc’ PPe 13=16.
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he led were the emphesis on the Bible, and the singing. As
8 result his elass was kept constantly full,d

Later in the mass revival meetings of Moody and
Sankey it will be shown that he had basic requirements for
the choir members. This came as a result of standards that
he set in his early choixr work in his home ehurch. He
required thst every member be a Christlian and he trained
them 80 that they would give a real witness for Christ, He
felt thet a song should minister just as ruch as a sermon,
He insisted on Christian charscter and deportment from every
member .,

One cholr member, namely Miss Edwards, made a great
impression on him and as a result they were married on
September 9, 1883. Mrs, Sankey was a great help to him and
proved to be equally self-denying as her husband,?

In 1870, Ira D, Sankey was appointed a delegate to
the International Convention of the Young Men's Christian
Association to be held at Indienapolis, For seversl years
he had read about the work of Mr. Moody in the c¢city of
Chicago and when he heard that ¥r. Moody would be et the

3B, J. Goodapeed, A Full Hist of the Wondef

Career of Moody and Senkey n rea ﬁKTh and mey ca
[Neow ?b?ﬁs‘aenry S. Goodspeed & GO, y Des &7¢

41131&.’ p. 50,
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convention he was very pleased. Mr, ¥oody had been chair-
man of the convention for a number of years, but thils year
someone else became the chalrman, with ¥Mr, Moody teking hie
Place among the delegates. It was announced later in the
convention that Mr, Moody would lead the prayer meseting on
S8unday morning in the Baptist Church, VWhen Sankey arrived
late at the prayer meeting he sat down near the door with
the Rev. Robert MeKillan, Mr, MoMillan told him that the
singing had been abominable and asked him to start a song;
when a man stopped praying, whioch Mr, Sankey did., After the
meeting Mr. MocMillan introdused Ctenkey to Mr, Moody.

Moody's first words to me, after my introduction,
were, "Where are you from? Are you merried? What
is your businesat®” Upon telling him that I lived in
Pennaylvania, was married, had two chlldren, and was
in the government employ, he said abruptly, "You will
have to give that up.” ‘

I stood amazed, at a loss to understand why the
man told me that I would have to give up what I con=
sldered a good position, "What for?"™ 1 exclaimed.

"po come to Chicago and help me in my work," was
the answer.

When I told him that I could not lesve my business,
he retorted, "You must; I have been looking for you
for the 1ast eight years,"5

Although he promised Moody that he would think sbout

4t he did not psrticularly want to leave his job and relocate

Ssankey, op. cit., p. 19,
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hie home. However, Moody was insistent about his joining
him in the work at Chieago and finally in the early psrt of
1871, they began their work together.

It 18 a surprising fact that a man who could not
8ing, who, indeed, could not distinguish one tune
from another, set more people singing and gave a
wider eirculation to sacred songs than any musiclan
or composer of his age, This Mr, Moody did by
enlisting and encouraging leaders and writers of
hymns, by gathering huge audlences of people to
vhom their compositions could be taught, and by
publishing and olirculating boocks which carried their
words and melodies to all the lands of the world.8
Even though Moody was not musical he had reflected on
the subject perhaps as carefully as Wesley. He knew the
value of music and determined to use it. He never let the
power and emotion of it get away from him or let music
become the chiefl feature but he 4id get every possible ounce
of power and glory out of 1¢.7
He not only knew the power of musle and how to use it
but he hed a keen insight into how it would effect the audi-
ence, This insight was so keen that Sankey respected 1t and
followed Moody's guldance repeatedly.
o o ¢ Hr, Moody has always been an inspiration to me

in preparing hymns for gospel work; not that he was
a musician or claimed to be, but I soon lecarned to

8Charles R. Erdman, D, L. Moody His Messape for To-Day
(New York: Fleming H. Revell Co., 1928), p. gﬁ?.

TGamaliel Bredford, D, L. Moody a Worker in Souls
(Garden City, Kew York: Doubleday, Doran & Co., INnC., 8),

P 168.



79
prize his judgment as to the value and usefulness
of a hymn for our work. What moved him was sure to
move others, and what failed to do so could be
safely omitted.B
¥r, Moody felt that devotional and stirring music
were an essential part of publie worship and were an aid in
the preaching of/hh» gospel., He belleved that divine truth
could be presented in song as well as in speech, and often
will attraet people in & way that a message will not. As a
result of listening to the sweet tones of the human voice
the heart can be touched with the gospel truth., He knew
that music could convey Christian doectrines to the people.®
Hoody had one pwrpose in his ministry and that was to win
men and women to Jesus Christ; therefore, he used the gospel
in song as one way of accomplishing this.
Yot only was S8ankey influenced by his home~life and
Mr. Moody, but a little child unconseliously showed him the
great vower of hymmns. He told the followling incldent at a
meeting in Dundee, Scotland, which shows how early God gave
him evidence that he was called to evangelize by song.
I want to epeak & word about singing, not only to

the 1little folks, but to grown people. During the
winter after the great Chicagoe fire, when the place

81vid., p. 1868,

9Ruf'ua %, Clark, The Work of God in Great Britain:

Under pssrs. Moody and Sankey, 1873 to 1875. (New Yorks
arper others, PQD, o,%y Pe 4.,
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was built up with little frame houses for the peopls
to stay in, a mother sent for me one day to come and
8ee her little child, who was one of our Sabbathe
8chool acholars., I remembered her very well, having
8esn her in the meetings very frequently, and was
glad to go, She was lying in one of these poor
little huts, everything having been burned in the
fire, I ascertained that she was past all hopes of
recovery, and that they were walting for the little
one to pass saway, ‘How 1s it with you to-day?t I
asked., With a beautiful smile on her fsce, she sald,
'It is &ll well with me to~day. I wish you would
speak to my father and mother.t 1'But,' sald I, 'are
you a Christian?' ftYes,' '®hen dld you become one?!
'Do you remember last Thursday, in the Tsbernacle,
when we had that little singing-meeting, and you
sung 'Jesus Loves even Me?t! 1'Yes,! !'It was last
Thursday I believed on the Lord Jesus, and now I am
golng to be with him toweday.' That testimony from
that little child, in that neglected quarter of
Chicago, has done more to stimulate me and bring me
to this country, than all that the papers or any
persons might say, I remember the Jjoy I had in look=
ing upon that beautiful face. She went up to heaven,
and no doubt said she learned upon the earth that
Jesus loved hey, from that little hymn. If you want
to enjoy a blessing, go to the bedsides of these
bedridden and dying ones, and sing to them of Jesus,
for they can not enjoy these meetings as you do, You
will get a blessing to your own soul,"

IT. THE CONTRIBUTION OF SANKEY'S HYMNOLOGY

In the consideration of the contribution to hymnology

by Luther and Wesley it has been noticed that congregational

singing had been taken away from the people. In addition to

restoring it to the congregation it was necessary for them

to also provide hymns so that the people could sing, Both

10gcodspeed, 0ps cite, Ds 53
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Luther and wesley were faced with the apostasy that had
crept into their churches and as a meens of reviving their
church they set forth the doctrines that they believed in
thelr hymnologys Their hymology served several purposes:
(1) the congregation was given an active part in the worship
service, (2) they taught thelr doctrines through thelr hyms,
and (3) their dootrines became instilled in the hearts and
minds of the people as they sang them repeatedly. BHowever,
the established churches of thelir nations rejected what
these men believed and taught and as a result two strong
Protestant denominations were established,

When Moody and Sankey came on the scene an entirely
different situation existed. Although most of their meetings
were not connected with the existing churches, in the sense
of being church sponsored meetings, they still had the
co-operation of many churches and pastors in their meetings
and found churches open to thems Furthermore, they had e
rich heritage of hymnology. Not only did they have the
hyrne of Wesley and Luther but countless other composers.
Needless to say, in addition to using his own compositlons
he employed the use of a great many established hymmsa,
Nevertheless, he made a unique contribution to the stores

of hymnclogy by the use of both his own and the gospel hymns

of others.
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It must not be supposed that ¥r. Moody used no

hymns excepting those composed by his immediate
agsocliates, He and Mr. Sankey, of course, employed
in their meetings, and embodied in thelir books,
scores of the grand o0ld hymns of the Chuprgh, as well
as meny of the popular hymns of the day..l

By the time of Sankey the value of music for reli-
glous services was generally spprecisted. It had come to be
excepted as a necessary part of the revival services. The
things that were unique about this revival was the sclo sing-
ing and the intimate co-operation of the preacher and singer.
"Nothing like it had been known before Moody snd Sarkey and
nothing since has quite egualed their popular reputation,"12
However, this scens has again been seen in contemporary
times in the Billy Graham revivala., Very likely the success
of Senkey's singing in the Moody revival has had an influence
on contemporary revival movements.

Both the British Isles and the United States shared
in the impact of this great revival, Before golng into mass
revival on a lerge scale, Moody had become well known for
hia work in Chicago. They left this great work in Chicago
and went to the British Isles to begin meetings. From a

very small beginning their fame spread throughout England

1lgrdmen, op, cit., p. 115,
128radford, ops cit., ps 186,
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and as a result they spent two years there in meetings,
Thelr ministry was quite different from what these people
had knowm, but in a quiet way they won themselves into the
hearts of the people. "In Scotland, Sankey achieved a major
victory., Faced by the Calvinist prejudices against solo
singing and against orgen accompaniments, he overcame both
objections. o o +"13

+ « o Sankey, before sitting down to play his own

accompaniments at his smell reed Estey organ,

always prayed with the congregation thet God would

bless his singing, and use the music to bring sal-

vation to many hungry, lost souls. This intimate

approach prefaced by prayer helped to dispel the

antagonism of the uncoquid who hated organs as

they hated sin. ., . 1
As a result an ‘mericen Methodlst, invading the stronghold
of Knox, achieved the hitherto impossible.l® when they
returned to the United States Sankey's solo singing was also
widely acclaimed and accepted by the people. The impression
thet he mede on the people did not come as a result of a
well trained voiece, but becausse of how and what he sang. He
gave to them s message of hope and he felt it as he sang.

Sankey's contribution to gospel hymnody came more as

a composer than as an author. John Jullan in his Dictionary

13robert Stevenson, "Ira D, Sankey and "Gospel Hymne
ody," Religion inm Life, XX (Winter Number, 1950-1951), 84,

141m1 Q .
181bid., p. 88,
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of Hymnology only gives him credit for writing one song, but
in checking his sutoblography cankey lists two other hyrns
that he wrote. His greatest recognition comes from the
hymns thet he composed, for example, "The Ninety and Nine,"
and "I Am Praying for You." If one was to judge his success
in such terms as these: numbers of persons who have been
added to church membership rolls, or have responded to altar
calls, or have visited inquiry rooms under the spell of his
muslc, then he would be placed at the top of the ladder of
success .8 During their ministry in both Fngland and the
United ctates people flocked to hear him sing. As one writer
so graphically said, "Mr, Sankey sings with the conviction
that souls are receiving Jesus between one note and the next.
The stillness is& overawing; some of the lines are more
spoken than sung.  « »"17

He dld not write or compose great volumes of gospel
hymns, His great contribution came from the faet that he
knew how to use the ones that he did compose, He went even
further than this because he used and promoted the gospel

hymns of other euthors and composers, He gave to the world

161vid., p. 81,
1701ark, ops cit., p. 5l.
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a new type of hysmmn, namely, the gospel hymn which has won
its way into the hearts of the people.

Gospel hymnody has the distinction of being
Americats most typical eontribution to Christian
song. Gospel hymody has been a plough digging
up the hardened surfaces of pavemented minds.

Its very obviousness has been its strength., Vhere
delicecy or dignity can make no impress, gospel
hymnody stands up triumphing, . « . Sankey's songs
are true folk music of the people. Dan Emmett
and Stephen Foster only did in seoular music what
Ira D, Sankey end P, P, Blisg did as valldly and
effectively in sacred music,l8

III, SANKEY'S USE OF HYMNS

HMuch has been written about how Sankey sang, but the
expression that most accurately describes his singing is
that he sang the gospel. His message to the people was the
glad tidings of salvation, When he came before the people
not only did he have & well prepared song but he himself
was prepared. He prepared himself with prayer and as a
result the Spirit worked through him to win men and women to
Christ.

e s » It is, however, altorether a mistake to suppose
that the blessing which attends My, Sankey's efforts
15 attributable only or chlefly to his fine volce and
artistic expression. Thess, no doubt, are very
attractive, and go far to move the affections and
gratify a taste for musicj but the secret of Mr.
Sankey's power lies, not in his gift of song, but in
the spirit of which the song la only the expression,
He, %00, 18 a man in earnest, and sings 1n the full

-

183tevenson, op. cit., p. 88.
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eonfidence that God is working by him., Like hils
colleague, he likewlse has a message to lost men
from God the Father; and the Spirit of God in
him finds a willing and effective instrument in
his gift of song, to proclaim in stirring notes
the 'mighty love! of God in Christ Jesus, . . 1°

In addition to coming before the pacple prepared in
himself he came to them with a message and for a purpose,
Their chief purpose was the conversion of souls to Christ.?0
They lifted up the cross of Jesus Chriast and held forth
before the eyes of the people the Lord Jesus in all his
glory of the God~head, in all the simplicity of His manhood,
in all the perfection of his nature, for thelr admiration,
for their adoration, and for thelr acceptance.,fl They dldn't
ocome to the people with a new and novel doctrine dbut with
the old gospel--old, yet always fresh and young, too, as the
living fcuntaln or the morning sun--in which the substitution
of Christ is placed in the centre and presented with admira-
ble distinctness and decision.22 The same thing can be said
of the Moody-Ssnkey revival as was sald of the other two--
that they met the people where thelir needs were. This was a

revival for the common people and not just the intellects.

19c1ark, ops 0it., pPP. 48-49,
20goodspeed, ops cit., Pp. 268-69.
2l1pid., pe 133

221bidss P. 83.
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Faithfully they presented the gospel in mesaege and song to
& needy people and to this gospel the people responded.

Mr, Sankey had very definent ldeas about the use of
music for religlous services. He belleved in solo singing
but felt that the words were far more important than the
music, He used his voice and the accompaniment on the organ
&8 a means of getting the message of the song across to the
audience. He always played his own accompaniment 30 he was
able to use the music very effectively,

He often expounded on the subjeet of how music should
be used. Many of his basic principles can well be adapted
today in the musical education of the church, In one of the
musical conferences he held he set forth the following
prineiples:

1. The musie in the church should be conducted by a
good, large cholr of Christian singers who would in turn
inspire the congregation to join heartily in the singing.
Every member of the oholy should be a Christiasn. He felt
that ministers should insist that the cholr give as much
attention to the sermon and service as the congregation.

2. He felt that the cholr-master should not be cone
sistently introducing new-fangled tunes in whioh the congree
gation could not joln heartily.

3., The cholr should never be allowed to have the

1dea that they are a separate organization in the church.
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The music of the church should be kept in the hands of the
office~bearsers of the church and the choir ies responsible
to them. They should not feel that they cen go to war with
the church and even secede from the church when things do
not go as they like. Praying singers are llkely to be loyal
to the church, and not to give trouble.

4, The singing in the regular prayer-meeting should
be of the most splrited and spirituasl character. The sing~
ing of long hymns should be avoided, The hymns thet you use
should have a bearing on the key-note or subject of the
meeting.

8. Do not let the school run into a singing-class.
See that all the hymms have & bearing upon the lesson of the
day.

6. In union religious services the singing should
occupy & prominent place, A union choir should be formed
of Christian people that are recommended by thelr pastor,
Frequent meetings of these singers should be held for prac-
tice. All of these practices should be opened and closed
with prayer.

7. In union meetings the hyens and tunes used should
be simple enough so that the people can learn them quickly.
They should contain the simple gospsl and be full of invita-

tion rather than of creed,
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8. Never permit solo singing, or eny other kind of
singing, %o take the place of the preached Word; but solo
singing, properly conducted, may be a means of attracting
people to the services who would not have come simply to
hear a sermon in the usual way,23

IVv. THE EFFECT PRODUCED BY SANKEY'S ¥USIC

The influence of music can be used both for the sale
vation or dammation of souls. In the days of Moody the
slow, subtle, dreamy wagioc of the waltz was supposed to whirl
thousands of souls into the abyss.

Yot if music is a mighty agent for dammation,; its
regenerating power is equally immense and equally
wayward and accountables s « +« A man who is torn and
fretted and maddened with the hurrying tumult of the
world, who iz haressed with the perplexities of busie
ness or aick with the satlety of pleasure, may hear
a strain of a long-remembered air, perheps & cadence
of & hymn his mother sang to him in chlldhood, and
suddenly the material pressure of the world about
him may melt into utter unreality, and he may stand
for a moment at least on the threshold of heaven, . . .24

The power of (God was present in a most marted degree
both in the singing and the preaching of the ¥ord. There was
a power released im which souls were convicted of sin and at
other times wers taken almost to the gates of heaven, TFven

whlle he was singing people were convicted of their sins and

231bid., ppe 379-83.
Eém'adford, OP e Qigt’ PPs 143~44,
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many ylelded their lives to Christ during the singing., They
knew that there was power in music and they used it to the
honor and glory of God,

The fame of the evangellsts spread as people talked
about them, Their names became almost a household word.
After the moetings the streets were made lively with vigore
ous singing of hymms, a&s bands of Christians wended their
way home.28 fThe people sang, rmurmured, and whistled them as
they went about their work and play.

¢+ ¢« ¢ The little hymn«book that was published in
England containing most of the hymns we are enjoy-
ing here to-day, has taken such a hold, I would
say for the most part on the common people, that
no leass than five million copies have been sold
all over the world--] mean those with the musie
and the words,. . « 026

Probably the most remarkable incidents thet show how
the peopls responded to them was in the overflow meetings.
Through these meetings 1t can be ssen that the people did
not come just because they were curious. Many times the
churches and halls where the meetings were held were packed
out and the overflow orowd would go to a neighboring church
where they would sing the songs that Sankey had made famillsr
to them and would then listen to the message of some other

preacher. The people cams because they wanted to experience

what ¥oody and tenkey were preaching.,

259@0dﬂp005. OPe 2&2.9 pe 158,
26Ibid., p. 879,



91

Sonkey's voice and his menner of singing carried such
power that there were times when the meeting could have gote
ten out of hand as the people were stirred with preat emo~
tion. On one ccoasion particularly Moody saw that in Jjust
a matter of minutes the audience would have been in an
attitude of religious frenzy as a young man began to weap
almost uncontrollably. He stopped Mr, Sankey at the end of
the first verse, asking the audlence to rise and sing,
"There 18 a Pountain Filled With Blood." Moody realized
that mere excitement was not healthy and checked 1t while
it was possible, léaving to the influence of the Holy Spirit
the completion of the work whieh had evidently commenced in

many hearta.zv

V. A STUDY OF THE DOCTRINAL TEACHIRGS
OF SARKEY'S HYMNKS

In the doctrinal teschings of Senkey's hymna one
theme stands out more prominently then eny other. This doce
trinal teaching is the plan of salvation, He presents it in
many different forma. He shows us that God has provided 1t
for men out of 2 heart of love and yet if men do not except

4t then they rust reap the consequences that rejection

271bid., p. 247,
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brings. In making this doctrinal study the investigation
has been foeused mostly on the hymns that Sankey composed,
However, in order to get a clearser oconception of Sankey's
teachings 41t has been necessary to not only study his gospel
hymns but also his gospel songs which served mostly as &
means of exhortation and invitation. Also a few hyms that
he used in his meetings which were written by other authors
and composers have been considered,
In presenting the theme of salvation he stressed the
love of God in providing it for mankind,
It passeth knowledge; that dear love of Thine!
My Jesusl Saviourl] Yet this soul of mine
Would of that love, in all its depth and length,
Ita helight, and breadth, and sverlasting strength,
Enow more and more.
He goes on to say that 1t is almost impossible to tell about
the love of God and yet he must tell the sinner thet love
can remove &ll guilty fear and as a result he can receive
love., His heart is full of untold pralses because he has
received this love and that his sins have been forgiven.
It passeth tellingl that dear love of Thine,
My Jesus ! Saviour! Yet these lips of mine
Would fain proclailm to sinners far and near
A love which can remove all gullty fear,
And love beget.
It passeth praises! that dear love of Thine,
My Jesual Saviour] Yet this heart of mine
Would sing a love so rich, so full, so free,

Which brought an undone sinner, such as me,
Right home to God.
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Throughout the rest of the hymn he prays that he will be
f1lled with love and when he makes hils home in heaven his
soul will sing of the breadth and length, the helght and
depth, and everlasting love of Jesus Christ,.28
In the hymn, "The Cross of Jesus” he shows that as a
result of the love of Cod, Jesus died on the cross for him
and for others,
Upon that Cross of Jesus,
Mine eye at times can see
The very dying form of One,
Who suffered there for me
And from my smitten hsart with tears,
Two wonders I oconfesg,e=

The wonders of His glevious love,
And my own worthlessness.®

As a result of the gracé of God salvation was not
only planned for, but was also provided for all mankind,
Grace does not stop here, for through grace man may have his
needs met every days.

Grace! ‘'tis a charming sound,
Hermonious to the ear;

Heaven with the echo shall resound,
And all the earth shall hear.

Refraing

Saved by grace alone,

Phis is all my plea;

Jesus died for all mankind,
And Jesus died for me.

28uary Shekleton, "It Passeth Knowledge,” Gospel Hymns
and saegod %§Qg§é P. P. Bliss and Ira D. Seunkey (New Yorks
BISIQ“ a » '75), Po "OQ

294prs. E. C. Clephane, "The Cross of Jesus," Ibld.,
p. 44.
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Grace first contrived a vway

To save rebellious man;

And all the steps that grace display,

Whieh drew the wondrous plan. Ref,

Grace taught my roving feet

To tread the heevenly road;

And new supplies each hour I meet,

hile pressing on to God, Ref,30

Probably the most effective and most remembered

gospel song that he used was, "Jesus of Nazareth Passeth
By." 1In the first three verses of this song Biblical inei-
dents are related, He refers to Jesus mingling with the
crowds and meeting thelr needs as he met them along the way.
From out of the c¢rowd comes the cry, "Jesus of Nazareth pass-
eth by." When he pasaed by he brought hope to the sick, the
weary, and the sin oppressed. In the last three verses the
thought comes that Jesus 18 again passing by and he pleads
with men to aceept the grace that Jesus has provided., He
enda the song with the teaching that a sinner can reject
christ and will find himself hearing the terrible words that
i1t 1a too late and that he will be lost, Not only has God
in love provided salvation and pleads for the sinner o
accept 1t, but the soul can be lost if he rejects this plan

of redemption,

30pnilip Doddridge, "The Wondrous GLft," Ibid., p. 50
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Again He comes! From place to place
His holy footprints we can trace,

He pauseth at our threshold--nay,

He enters-~condescends toc stay,
8hall we not gladly ralse the crye--
®"Jesus of Nazereth passeth by?"

Ho! 2ll ye heavy laden comel

Herets pardon, comfort, rest, and home,
Ye wanderers from a Father's face,
Return, accept His proffered grace.

Ye tempted ones, there's refuge nighs
®"Josus of Nazareth passeth by."

But {f you stlill this call refuse,

And gll His wondrous love abuse,

Soon will He sadly from you turn,

Your bitter prayer for psrdon spurn.
"Poo late! too late " will be the cpryee
"Jesus of Nazareth has passed by."S

Jesus is constantly in search of the sinner. He calls
for him to return, He looks after his own and when one wane
ders away he goes out in search of his child until he has
found him, %hen He returns with his child even the angels
in heaven rejolce.

Put all thro' the mountalins, thunder-priven,
And up from the rocky steep.
There rose a ory to the gate Of heaven,
"Rejoice! I have found my sheep!"
And the angels echoed around the throne,
"Rejolce, for the Lord brings back His own"32
In a gospel song by P. P. Bliss entitled, "The Holy

Spirit® the work of the Holy Spirit in salvation can be seen.

51Emma Campbell, "Jesus of Nazareth Passeth By,"
Ibide, Pe 10,

38p14zabeth C, Clephane, "The Minety and Nine,"”
Ibide, Ps 8.
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He issues three wammings to the sinner about his relation-
ship to the Holy Spirit, for it 1s through the Holy Spirit
that a sipner is convicted of sin and by which he receives
the witness that his sins have been forglven. He tells the
sinner to resist not, grieve not, and quench not the Holy
fpirit,
The Spirit, oh, sinner, In mercy doth move,
Thy heart, so long hardened, Of sln to reprovej
Resist not the Spiprit, Hor iengar delay;
Godts gracious entreaties, ¥ay end with today.
Oh, child of the kingdom, From sin service ceaset
Be filled wlth the Spiri%, With comfort and peace,
Oh grieve not the Spirlt, Thy Teacher is He,
That Jesus, thy Saviour, May glorified be.
Defiled 1a the temple. Its beauby lald low,
On God's holy altar The embers falth glow.
By love yet rekindled, A flame may be fanned;
Oh quench not the Spirit, The Lord is at handiSd
Kot only did he present to them a present pecace but
& hope for a glorious future when they will go to be with
God in heaven for eternity. Through this he presented the
ultimate aim of every Christian when he will see his Saviour
face to face.
I have a Father: to me He has given
A hope for eternity, blessed and true;

And soon will He call me to meet Him in heaven,
But oh that He'd let me bring you with me too!

33p, P, Fliss, "The Holy Spirit," Ibid., p. 43.
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I have a robe: ttis resplendent in whiteness,
Avaiting in glory my wondering view;
Oh, when I rsceive it all shining in brightness,
Dear friend, could I see you receiving one too!,
When Jesus hes found you, tell others the story,
That my loving Saviocur is your “aviour tooj
Then pray that your Saviour may bring them to %1ary,
And prayer will be enswered--'Twas answered for you 4
Out of this revival came a new type of hymnody which
wag distinctly American. In putting the right value on
Sankey's contribution to hymnody one must be conscious of
the fact that by meny the gospel hymn is not too highly
rogarded, Nevertheless, this was also true of Luther's and
Yesleys' hymns by their contemporaries, Sankey never set
his hymns above the others, but put all of them to use as
they best fit into thelr services. The uniqueness of his
hymms comes from the fact that he was able to accomplish
two purposes with them: (1) to present the doctrinal teache
ings of salvation and the Christien 1life, and (2) to place
before the people an invitation end an exhortation to

scoept them.

348 O'Meley Cluff, "I am Praying for You," Ibid,,
Pa 15&



CBAPTER V
SUMMARY AND CORCLUSIONS
I. BSUMMARY

The purpose of this Investigation hes been to study
the hymnology of these three representative revival move-
mente in history. It has been seen that there was a teache
ing ministry accomplished through thelr use of hymnology.

A primary teaching alm of these revivals was the advancement
of thelr doctrines through the ald of muasie. Thelr doctri-
nal teachings served a two-fold purpose, First, they stated
clearly what they were asdvocating. Their opponents could
not claim ignorance as to the doctrinal sims of these revi-
vala, Second, they served the purpose of bringing converts
to Jesus Christ.

The teachings of their hymns were so clear that they
regarded them as statements of their bellefs. If no theology
books were avallable, thet were written by Luther and Wesley,
it would be possible to develop a systematic theology from
their hymns, Luther sald that his opponents could not
eclaim ignorance of their doctrines because they had preached

it, written 1t, painted 1t, and sung 1t.1 Wesley regarded

1M&rt§pt§gther, as quoted by Gar% Fﬁ PziegL(:g-)a 4
The Papors o , sogiety, Luther D, Reed, "Luther an
Tongregational Song: No, %ﬁ (ﬁéw vork City: The “ymn Scelety
of America, 1947), [p. 1.
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their hymnel as & theology book of the Methodist societies.2
Sankey's ministry in song was often referred to as singing
the gospel.®

Their hymns served both a catechetlical and devoticnal
purpose, They endeavored to win men and women to Christ
through the ministry of song. Their hymns did not stop here
but helped them to become mature Chrisztians. As they sang
the hyrns they learned the doctrines, and as a result they
continued to grow in grace, ¥hen they sang the hyrms théy
found that they were singing about their own religlous
experiences and as a result they were able to receive help
and further guidance to become stronger Christians,

They c¢hose thelr hymns with a purpose in mind, Wwhen
Weasley wea travelling as an itinerant preacher it was his
habit of choesing hymns which would fit the people's needs
when he arrived in a village. GSankey ohose and fitted his
hymns into the theme of the service. His olosing sslection
came during the ministry of the Word by Mr. Woody. He would
meke his choice a:cording to the thought of Mr. Moody's

sermon so0 thet it would earry on the message and would not

2Ernest J, Rattenbury, The Fvangelical Doctrines of
Charles Wosley's Hymms (London: The Epwor ress, 1040),
Po ‘.

SIra D. Senkey, My Life end the Story of the Gospel
Hymms (New York: Red iaﬁgi Reprints, 1907), Ps 62
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detract from 1t, V%hile there was a tremendous teaching

ministry in the hymnology of these revivals the music was
always secondary to the preaching of the Word. It compli-
mented the ministry but always took a subordinate place.
The hymmas that were used in these revivals had s

purpose and a message. They were also dootrinally sound,
for their doctrines were based on the Bible. Thelr purpcse,
the measage that they were to bring, and the doctrine that
they were to teach depended on the situation in which they

wore to be used,
IX. CONCLUSIORS

Wnile this study has been concerned with the happen=
inge of the past, many basic prineciples can be found in the
music of these revivals that cen serve as principles for
today, In the light of what has been seen in these revivals
the following questions can be used as a means of evalusting
the music that 1s being used in the Protestant churches
today.

l, V¥What 18 the purpose and alm of your musical program?
2, What are you endeavoring to teach through your ruslc?
3+ Are the hymns that you use doctrinally sound?

a. Lo they teach the doetrines of your church?

bs Are the doctrines true to the teachings of the
Bible?
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Does the selsction of hymns fit into the theme of the

service?

4.

8, Do they create an attltude of worship?
bs, Do they help your congregation to worship$
b, Is your selection made mostly on the baszis of sppeal
rather than on the message that 1t will convey?
a. Does the musioc compliment the wordsy
b. ioes it detrect from the words?
6« Are yowr hymns evsngelistie?
a8+ Do they present the plan of salvation and entire
sanctification?
be. Do they serve as a means of instruction for the
other doctrines of tho church?t
6« Do they help the people mature as Christiaena?
d., Are they a source of help end inspiration in their
delly lives?®
7, Ia your music program dominant or subdominant to the
preaching of the VWord? The music of the church,
whether i1t come from the congregation, the cholr, or
a sololst, should never be permitted to take the
place of the preached Word,
One of the basic principles in education is that aim
controls everything, Not only does aim control the worship

and educational programs of the church, but it should also



102
control the musioc program. This is not an independent part
of the church., When definite aims are established for this
part of the church program 1t will agsin become a vital psart

of the educational program of the church,
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