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CHAPTER I
Thk PROJICT AND DEFINITIONS OF TeRIIE USED

There are many children who are receiving no religious
instruction. Among them are many who have been placed in
children's homes or orphanages.

In this ctudy the writer triecd to find the place and
importance of religious education in certaln orphanages in

rentucky and elsewhere,
I. THE PROJECT

Stetement of the project. Too few people seem to be

vitally interested in the welfare of orphaned children and
their problem of adjusting to 1ife both sccially and spriritue-
ally. If more peoprle were more interested, there wculd be
more orphanaea than there are and crowded conditions and
long waiting liste would be eliminated.

It 1s the purpose of this project to sece just what is
being done in varlious orphansages along the line of religious
education which will better enable the children to make the

necessary adjustments to life,

Importance of the study. FPsychologists have shown
that an adult's concepts of right and wrong are changed very

little from those which were instilled during his childhood,



It 1s the duty and privilege of the public to mould young
lives in the best ways poseible., This moulding involves
Religious Education,

IT. DEFINITIONS OF THRYVE USFD

Orphan, Technically, an orphan ia a chilc that has
at least one parent dead. However, there are children in
orphanages whose parents are both living but for some reacon
the home has been broken and there is no other place for the
child to go« These children are to be pitied more than those
whose parents are dead. <Such children were classified as

orphans, for the purpose of this study.

Orphanage. An orphanage 1is an Institution which

takes care of a homeless child for a number of years. By
training and educating him, the orphanage tries to prepare
the ¢child to take care cof himself when he goes out into life
for himself.l

Home. Many orphanagee wish to use the term home in-
stead of orrhanage. They want their children to feel as
though they are really at home and they try to make their
institution as much like a rrivate home ag is possible under
the circumstances. Therefore the ter: orphanage ané the

term home will be used interchangeably in this study.

1 Yichael V. 0'thear, B. L. editor-inchief. The
 World Book incyelopedia (Chicago: W. F. Quarrie Co., 1036),
XIT, 5981,




ITI. PROCEDURE

The procedures emrloyed in this project included the
sending out of a queatlionnaire and personal visitation of
fhie orphanages named in the study.

The orphanages in Costa Rica are included as they are
within the area of the investigatcr's field of missionary

service.



CHAPTER II
A SURVIY OF ORPHANAGES IN KF'TUCKY

Since there are several different types of orphanages,
the ones visited in Kentucky are discussed in groups instead
of as a whole., The different groups are those sponsored by
the county or state, Protestant denominations or religious
organizations, Protestant Homes which are affiliated with no
specific denomination, the Roman Catholic Church, lodges and

clubs, and Fomes maintained for negroes.

County or state. The Homes in Kentucky contacted by

the writer under this classification were the Friendly Home
for Children, Paducah; Louisville and Jefferson County Chil-
dren’'s Home, Loulsville; Kentucky Ormsby Village, Louisvilley
Children's Center, Loulsville; Kentucky Children's Home,
Louisville; Lexington Orphan's Home, lLexington; Children's
"ome and Children's Bureau, Lexington; and Campbell county
Protestant Orphanage, Newport,

In each of these Homes, grace is said at all meals
elther by an adult in charge or by onoe of the children. It
is sometlimes sung cr said in unison,

All of the children go to Sunday School and churech
Just as regularly as they go to the public school or eat a

neal. In some of the Homes, the children attend the churech
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of their choice, but in others, they all go in a body to th:
same church, Ormsby Village is thec only ‘lome in this clas-
sification that has a resident pastor and priest and holds
&l1l]1 relligious services on the grounds.

In all of these Homes where services are held off the
campus, the children are permitted to hcold offlices and at-
tend any of the other organizaticns of the church or to sing
in the choir. Yany of them return to the evening service
but this 18 not compulsory.

The Ormsby Village Christian Fellowship is an inter-
denominational organization. Fowever, the Catholic children
usually attend mass instead of the Christian Fellowship.

The Christian Fellowship has &ll the activities of
any Frotestant churchn except that of baptism. Baptism is
referred to each peraon's chursch., The c¢hildren who are mem-
bers of the Ormsby Village Christian Fellowshipr retain mem-
bershir in the church of thelr chcice in their own home
community.

Morning or evening devotlons are permitted but not
stressed in any of these Homes excert at the Friendly Home
for Children in Pacucah where morning devotions are always
held. This usually consists of a Seripture reading, prayer
and a song. Fvening devotions are held at the Campbell Zoun-
ty Protestant Orphanage, Newport, where there is usually

Scripture reading and a story which gives the children a good



thought for the day.

rach child of the Paducah Home is supported by a
church or an organlization within & church such &s a Sunday
school clase or some other organization. This brings the
child into closer contact with the church end its activities,
These chilaren have access to two church libraries and also
have rellglous books anua literature in the library of the

Home .

Church Homea. There are four Protestant denominae-

tions, each of which hae at least one orphanage in XKentucky.
These are the Fresbyterian Church, U, §.,, which has a Home
in Anchorage; the Southern Baptist which has three Homes:
Spring Meadows, Louisville; Boys' Fstate, Louisville, and
Glendale Baptist Orphanage, Glendale, The Methodists have
two llomes, one in Versallles and another in Franklin for
older girls. The Christian Church has a Home in Danville.
All of the children in these denominationally con-
trolled Homes go to the church of thelir denomina;ion in the
town., None of them confine all reli;ious activities to the
grounds, The chlldren are encouragec to participate in all
cshureh and Sunday school asctivities. Moat of the older chil-
ren go back to church for the evening young people's meetings
and the church services in the evenings, However, this is
not compulsory.

¥issions, both home and foreign, are emphasized in
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these Homes and the children are encouraged to give of thelr
money to this worthy cauze. Sometimes a returned missionary
will come ané speak at missionary meetings on the grounds
and often the children give a play or pageant emphasiging
the need for missions.

' The children alsc participate in religious plays dur-
ing the Christmas and Faster seasons,

A revival atmosphere is not maintained in these Homes,
but they endeavor to make the children realize that Chris-
tianity is a part of every day life. Christ is referred to
88 a living person and the children are taught to go to Him
with their problems,

The children do not feel shy when called upon to pray
or participate in other Christian activities, for religion
1s a part of their lives. Christ is emphasized as central
in their dailly living.

Protestant Religious Homes which are affiliated with

no specific denomination., Although most of the Homes have a

direct meanz of support such as the state, county, church or
olubs, there are those which have no such sourchks of income
but riust rely entirely upon a deep faith in God for their
support. <Such Homes are the Mary Kendall Home, Owensboro;
Beulah Helghts Orphanage, Beulah Heights; Houston WVission,
Houstonj Bethany Orphanage, Bethany; Dessie Scott Children's
Seott Children's Home, Pine Ridge; and Galilean Childrent's
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Home, Grove,

The ochildren in these Homes have more religious
training than do those of the other Homes contacted In this
study.

In them, peraonal religious experience is stressed
and many children find the Lord Jesus preciocus to their
lives, Grace 1s always sald at meals and there is greater
stress upon morning and evening devotions than in the other
Homes. The children are also encouraged to have their own
private devotions,

Yost of these Homes have their own graded schools on
their carpuses and there is a strong emphasis upon religion.
There is usually a devotional period at the beginning of each
school day and the Bible is taught and graded as in any oth-
er subjeot.

Because these Homes rely upon their faith in God to
supply all of their needs, the child is taught at an early
age to rray anc trust God for his needs,

Emphasis upon missions also plays & very large part
in the religious program of these children. Returned mis-
sionaries with their pictures and slides are always welcome
and the children of the Bethany Orphanage have the full sup-
port of a child in Kenya, Africa. This 18 done by the making
and sale of rotholders and the sale of cancelled stamps.

This makes the children of Bethany Orphanage very mindful of



the need¢ of missions and glves them a world outlook.

There are many children who go out from these Honmes
into fielda of Christian service. They may go to a foreign
fleld as a misslonary, or return to their Home after more
extensive study to help the children which are in the Home
to a richer life in Christ as they help with the manifold
duties of the Yome.

Some of these Homes have cut-stations to which the
older ohildren or an adult go to hold religlous services,
Often childéren will acoonmpany an adult on & trip of several

hundred miles to speax anc¢ sing in churches,

Roman Cathollic. Our lLady of the Highlands, Fort

Thomas; and Varyhurst School, loulaville, are both Catholic
lomes,

The Catholies do not exclude FProtestant children from
their Homes. In fuot, often there is a greater percentage
of Protestant children in a Cathollic Home than of Catholioc

shildren.
The Catholic children are given the instruction of

their church, Protestant children are not rermitted to ate-
tend these zessions. However, the Frotestant children are
not e¢ntirely ignorant of the DBible and righteous living.,.

T™e Ten Somrmandments are taught to all and lectures on ethics
and morality are glven twice a week to both Protestant and

Cathollc,
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The Catholioc Homes do not provide spiritual Protes-
tant training. liowever, parents are permitted to visit the
children on Sunday afterncons and i1f the parent is interest-
ed, he nay give the ohild religious training during this
period.

No ncn=Catholic child is permitted to joln the Cath-
olic Church while in the Home. If, when the child ie re-
leagsed from the iiome, he still wlishes to become a Catholle,
he may do =0 after taxing instructions from a Catholic

priest.

Even though there is no Protestant Church for the
chlldren to attend, and although they are not permitted to
Join the Catholic church while in the Home, all are expected
to attend the Catholic service on Sunday morning. The non-
Catholics sit on one sice of the ohurch and do not partici-
vate in any of the activities unless they wish to do so, but
it is believed that some good will comes from at least an

external worship and from being in the house of God.

Clubs and Lodges. Both the Masonic and the 044 PFel-

lows orders have Homes for the orphaned children of their
members. The Masonic Home 1s the Widows' and Orphans! Home
of Louisville. The 0dd Fellows' Home is at [c¢xington.

In these Homes, grace is sald at all meals. All chil-
dren attend Sunday school &and church services and are encour-

aged tc take part in church activities. Bible reading and
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prayer are encouraged but not stressed. Often & Bible story
1s read to the children at bed time. This 1s not a daily

practice but haprens very often,

~egro Orphanages. There are very few negro orphan-

ages in Kentucky. The negro adult feels very keenly the
responsibllity of rearing the children of his relatives and
friends who are left orphaned. Hence, there 1s not as great
a need for the colored orphranage. However, the county has a
Home for them in Louisville and one in Lexington. These
Homes are more for children who come from broken homes than
for children who are left orphans because of death.

In these Homes for negro children, grace is =zaid at
all meals and the children attend Sunday school and church
services each Sunday. In the Lexington Home, devotions are
held each morning. This usually consists of a song, reading
‘of a Psalm, and & prayer, Grace i1s usually sung at the sve~
ning meal and often at some of the other meals. On Sunday,
each ohild says a memory verse from the Rible as a part of
their worship around the table. All the children are taught
to pray and often a Bible story is read before retiring.

Once a month representatives of the Baptist Church in
lLexington come to the lHome on Sunday afternocn and hold scre
vices for the children. Thls usually consists of singing,

prayer and & siory or sermonette,



CHAPTER ITI

CRIHANAGES IN SAN JOSL, COSTA RICA

Someone has sald that the land of decorated ox carts,
as fan Jose, Costa Rica is often called, is a land of éx-
tremes., This ig true of not only the soclal and economiec
set-up, but also of the way in which orphaned children are
treated,

Since Spanish is the language spoken by the people of
Costa Rica, and the writer's knowledge of Spanish 1s very
limited, all information was interpreted by the writer's
sister, Virginia I.ane. Without her help this chapter could
not have been written.

There are throe Homes in San Jose, one for boys only,
one for girls only, and one for both boys and girls. All of
these Homes were visited.

fince Roman Catholiciasm is the State religion, all of
the Homes teach only that religion. 'lowever, there are vast

differences in the conditione of the variouas Fomes.

Hospicio Huerfanos 1s supported by voluntary contribu-

tions and has been in operation for sixty-five years, It is
the most complete of all the Homes visited.
In Costa Rlca, one learns very quickly not to Jjudge

the insice of any kind of a bullding by the outside aprearance,
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From the outside, E1 Kospioio Huerfanos is not at all in-
viting with i{ts faded pink walls, heavy doors, and scercity
of windows such as there are having iron bars on them, How=
ever, on the inside, Just beyond the big iron gate, there l1s
Qulite a differsnt atmosphere. It is a one floor plan which
takes up & whole oity block. There are several patics with
beautiful flower gardens anc there is no lack of aunshine and
fresh alr as one wuld suppose from observing the outside.

Here 1s found practically a small town within four
walls, The ghildren are taught some kindé of trade. For the
boys, this may include the weaving of materials to be made
into their uniforms, the actual making of the uniforms, or
the repair of shoes.

The girle do their own washing and ironing, and help
with the preparation and gerving of food. They also are
taught to embroider and do other delicate handwork which is
go typloal of Costa Rica. Much of this handwork 1z sent to
Panama to be sold.

All school work and religious services are held on
the grounds, exocept on speclal occcasions, Practically all
of the children complete elementary school and about fifty
per cent complete the high school work. Twc hours of reli-
gloue training is given each week,

Since Costa Rica is very much opposed to co-sducation,
the boys and girls are kept separate prracticelly all of the

time,
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Disoipline does not seem to be a problem., All of the
children seem to enjeoy thelir work and do it quickly and
quietly.

This is the only !{ome whieh requires that one parent
of the child be dead before admitting the child into the
Fome, Here they have the rule that the mother must be dead.
The father may be living, but if the father is dead and the
wother is living, the child {8 neot acccpted. They have this
rule because they do not want the mother of the child to
come and Interrupt the life of the child in the Orphanage,
They bellieve that the father 1s not as likely to do this,

Occasionally, the ohlldren are given a =mall amount
of money and taken down town to the market where they may
buy anything they desire, and there ls no limit to the arti-
cles on sale at the market. It 1s all-inclusive of the
articles used by the people of Can Jose.

In regard to their relipiocus training, much of it ie
centered around "Maria de las Angeles", which according to
their bellef, was found by & young glrl gathcering wood,
¥hen she found thlg blaok image on & log, she took it to the
house and very carefully put it away.

The next day, while gathering wood in the same place,
she saw another Iimage which looked to her exectly like the
one site had found the day before on the csame log. She took

it to put with the other one, but ~uch to her surprise, the
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first one was not in the place she had put it the day before.

The third day she again found an image, exactly like
the first two she had found; but upon arriving at her secret
hiding place, she discovered that neither of the first two
images were there, the then became quite alarmed and took
the image to the priest and told him her story. lie listened
carefully, but was not deerly impressed. However, he took
the imagre and put i1t with other rrecious images,

Later, when going to perform some of the religious
rites, he discovered that the image which the little yirl
had brought was not where he had placed it. Gathering some
other priests to go with him, they started cut on a searching
party -to look for the image. They socon found it on thc same
log on which the small girl had found it several times before.

The priest then decided that this was the Virgin Yary
telling them that she wanted a catnedral built on this spot.
The cathedral was soon built and the Vi:gin put 1in 1t sur~
rounded by many precious stoncs. There is now a large city
here called Cartago.

It 1s the belief that this is the Virgin sent to Costa
Rica, and all of the dark skinned people, Fach year, they
bring her into San Jose that she may bless the people., It is
believed that she has great healing power,

The bringing of the Virgin is quite an occasion., The

vecirle carry her and walk all the way from Cartagoe, which is
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about four miles. This is usually done in relays, each
group carrying her for some distance.

When the writer visited Hospicio Huerfanos, they were
making great plans for the Virgin's visit. There were many
flowers in various places and some of the boys were making a
large wooden frame which was covered with gold paper with
which they were golng to greet her.

There is an image of some saint or holy person ih

each room and a much larger one in the patios.

El Refuglio is a Home for girls only. Many of these

girls are orphans but not a&ll of them. There are broken
homes in San Jose Just as in Kentucky and these children
must go somewhere, 8o many of the girls are taken to El
Refuglo,

Here the girls do all the work. They have no outside
help whatscever, but there seems to be plenty of time for
recreation. However, this recreation is confined to the
grounds except for an cccaslonal stroll to a park on Sundays.
The only time they go anywhere beyond walking distance is
when they go to Puntarenas, a city on the ocean. They us-
ually spend two days here for their summer vacation.

' These children, like those at Hospicio Huerfanos, are
taught to sew and embroider, Music classcs are conducted
and occasionally a film is shown.

They have religlous training five hours a week. This
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training is held on the grounds and gliven by their own pere
sonnel,

The children are not permitted to have any money. It
s belleved thet they do not need any because everything lsa
surplied by the YHeme, whiczhi 1s supported by a pension from

the government.

El Dormitorio 1z the Home for boye only and had been

in opveration for only one. year., It ls suprorted by indivi-
dual contributions. It may be the combination of these
facts which causes this Home to be the least acequate of all
contacted.

There are two women who are employed by the ¥ome,
~ne does the cocking and the other the washing. All other
work 1s done by the boys. They have their own garden which
the boys tend,

The chlldren are given rore freedom in this Fome than
in any of the others. The boya may go to the movies any
night or on Sundays If they chcoze and have the money. They
are rermitted to earn spending money by working for other
reople nearby,.

School 1s from 7 co'clock until 10:3C o'clock in the
morning. There s one hour'of relligion taught cach day, in
the afternoons. The two teachers are paid by the government,

There ure mere boys in this Home because of broken

homea than becaure of the decath of & parent. il Dermitorio
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is a place which the boys may call home and not be forced to
run the streets and beg for their food as many children are
forced to do. Beggling on the part of children 1z a very
common sight in “an Jose.

It 1s very fortunate for the boys that the tempera-
ture of San Jose slways hovers around 70° because if it be-
cane much colder, some of the boys might suffer from expo-
sure as the buildings are so loosely bullt,

If the boys do not take personal pride in keeping
themselves clean, they go dirty--not only their clothes but
also their faces and hands,

There is very little space for a playground, and few
toys and little equipment with which the smaller boys may
play. The ages of the boye range from three to nineteen.

Although El Dormitorio is in almost every respect ine-
adequate to meet the needs of the boys, it 1g much better
than nothing and those in charge are doing the best they can
with the materlals with which they have to work.



CHAPTER IV
EVALUATIONS

Religious education in an orphanage is much more than
teaching the children what is right and wrong. It includes
the daily life of the personnel, the atmosphere of the Home,
and the purpose and history of the Home. Therefore, closer
examination may show in just what realms Religlous Education

iz being taught in these Homes.

County or state. The personnel in two-thirde of these

Homes have had religiocus trsining and are definitely intercst-
ed in the spiritusl life of the children. The children feel
free to talk about their everyday problems and spiritusl ad-
vice is usuaslly given., This is onc indirect way of teaching
religsious education. It makcs a very pleasant atmosphere
most of the time and a great deal ls accomplished 1n thils way.
The main purpose of most of these Homes when they were
started was to get the chilcren off the streets and away from
homes that were immoral and unsafe for children., However,
they have gone much beyond this first aim and, while they
have accomplished it, they have done much more for the chile
dren than merely supplying their physical needs. They have
added much to their moral and spiritual life which i1s as im=

portant as providing for their temporal needs.
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Church Homes. Most people expect a Church Home to

have religious training for the children and the personnel

to give religlous instruetion. The Homes visited under thils
olassification live up to these expectations. In them, there
is & very definite emphasis on living a Christian 1life.

Even though they were organized to give the chlldren
a Christian home in which to live, and from the very begin-
ning had high ideals, there has been definite progress made
in then along religious as well as other lines,

For example, the children of the Nethodlst Home were
always taken to church and encouraged to participate in all
of the activities of th¢ church, but they were not allowed to
have any mcney. iHence, when the colledtion plate was passed
at church, the ushers always started passing the plates be~
hind the orphans and they did not feel that they were a part
of the church in this respect.

Xow all of the children are given & small allowance
and they are taught to tithe, The ushers now pass the ocol-
lection plates to the entire congregation, including the
orphans, and they fecl ae though they are doing their part
in helping the church. The have a right to feel this way,
Now they are really & part of the church.

Bareball and basketball tcams have been formed and the
children are taught to have a real Chrilstlian spirit in their

athletics as well as in church. They are made to realize that
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living a Christian life is & moment by moment task and must
carry over intc every phase of living. Some of the Homes
have their own teams and play outside schcols or organiza=
tions, while others play on tﬁe public scheool team and par-
ticipate in all of the games which public schools play.
Athletice is one of the best but most ¢ifficult places to
teach religion.

All of these Church Homes are ncw in the country or
at least outside of town. Some of them have been moved re-
cently from the city to clites where the children have much
room to play and get out and discover some of the wonders of
nature. It 1s an accepted fact that there are not the disge
c¢iplinary problems which are found in the crowded conditions
of city life with little space for the children to play.

¥any of the Homes now have land enough to have a
emall farm and the children usually are given some chores to
o. This teaches the children responsibllity and alsc makes
them realize that they are needed and a part of the Home,
They are taught to do thelir tasks cheerfully and well and thus
religious education takes in another phase of daily living.

Since the personnel of these Homes are vitally inter-
ested In the spiritual life of every child, the atmosphere 1s
conducive to Christian living. This is a great asset to any
Home .

At one time, some of these Homes has a resident minis-

ter and all religious activities were held on the campus of
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the Home. However, this has been changed In recent years,
8nd it is found to be much more satisfactory to have the
children go into town and worship with the people of the com-
munity. The chlildren do not feel as though they are differ-
ent from the other children when they are permitted to do
this. There is more the atmosphere of a home and less that
of an institution when they are permitted to participate in

outside sctivities.

Protestant Religious Homes which are affiliated with

no srecific denomination., &ince about one half of these

Homesg rely entiprely upon their faith in God to supply their
every need, it 1é?quite evident that the children are at an
early age taught to rely upon Him to surply thelr needs,
also. The necessity of living a victorious Christian 1life
1s stresscc very much in such Homes as these.

It 1is marvelous to sece how God has worked in these
Homes where complete trust has been placed in Him for the
needs. land has been purchased, buildings bullt, food has
been bought and other miscellaneocus bills have been paid.
¥ore children have been accepted when 1t seemed an imrossi-
bility, and it would have been had it not been for the grace
of God, great faith in Him end much rrayer. However, the
impossible has been done, and the children can se¢e the re-
sults of prayers and lives which are entirely ylelded to the
will of God. This is a great thing for the children to see
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and they gain much more from this experience than from any
amount of formal teaching in church or school.

It 1s not meant by such & statement to imply that the
churct: and school do not have a great influence in teaching
religlous education in these Homes, because they do have,

It 18 the desire of the management of these Homes that
each child living therc have a definite religious experience,
and the personnel strive to make this a reality. Children
have been brought to these Homes from szome of the worst homes
of the community. It has taken much prayer and patience to
show them the Christian way of 1life and to make them realize
their need and desire to be a Christian, but some of the
worst children have now become some of the best in the Home,
These Homes wish to give God the pralse for completely change
Ing these young lives. In order to illustrate this, a part
of a letter from Houston Mission 1s quoted:

In our home we always give thanks at the table. .

The children usually take their turn in leading in this.
Morning and evening before leaving the tadble there is
Bible reading and prayer. 1In this too, the children that
can read are encouraged to take thelr turn in reading.

In the merning I usually make some ccmments on the read-
ing to try to bring a thought which will be inspiring and
helpful. We usually follow for our morning devotions,
some helpful book of devotlons as “Mountain Tra!lways for
Youbh" or some other, The children are encouraged to
have their own private devotionsz in their rooms.

Sunday evening devotions ias more of a study. We all
have our Bibles and read verse abouts Even our first
grade children can read a few words and are learning to
recognize. the words God, Jesus, Lord. We have just fin-

ished reading the Book of Daniel. (More questions were
asked than I could answer to my own satisfaction.) Now
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we are reading Matthew, Often zome young people from
the community come in for these studles and seem to en-
Joy them.

On Thursday cvening is our prayer meeting and for the
most part there is only our dormitory family. S8peclal
prayer requests are made,

In school we have hymn singing, Bible reading and
prayers, sometimes a short talk for morning devotions.
This 18 followed by Bible study. . .memoriging Bible
verses and examinations or tests are given on this work
the same as on other school subjects.

We have not had a regular pastor except at intervals,
but we have our regular Sunday,school, young peoples?
meeting Sunday afternoon and junior's meeting. (Night
meoetings are difficuyli because of bed roads.)

Usually twice a year, near the opening and close of
schocl we have & trained Child Fvangellst worker who can
be with us for a week or two. It 18 oiften a time of
"Decision” to yield lives to the Raviour,

Mogt of our teachers have been trained in our school.

One illustration of chilcren whose lives were trans-
formed by God's marvelous grace,

Three brothers living about four miles from school
started coming from thelr home, Their mother belonged
to a family much involved in the feuds, and there had
been Iin addition to murder, some counterfeiting., With
all the criminal tendencies there are admirable traits,
But these boys were taught not to take anything "off of
no body." They were big strong boys and a terror to all
The children who came thelr way. %Then the parents de-
cided to move to Indiana anc wanted to leave the boys in
our Home., They cost us sleepless nights &nd many tears.,
The cldest boy was the firat to yield to the Lord, after
four years of struggle, and his brother just younger fol-
lowed him, and I'm sure his Lord too; the words "A new
creature in Christ" were wonderfully exemplified., After
two more years the youngest boy too ylelded his life to
the Lord, and I've seldom seen a more hapry joyous Chrise
tian. Yot often do we see really mean children, but these
boys had been mean, very mean and cruel, Since they ace
cepted the Lord I've never seen or heard anything of the
kind from one of the boys. The two older boys are now in
the army, the oldest in Korea, He has a fine Christien
wifee.
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ve've had the following commenta from uncles of the
boys, "Those boys were all headed for the penitentiary.
You svrely have done wonders for them." (It is not we,
but the Lord.)

Another uncle, brother of their mother said, "It
surely 1s a marvel how those boys turned out so well,
wvhen you think of their parente espescially thelr mother.
The credlt goes to your school.” We can only thank and
§§aise9the Lord for what He has done in these and other

ves,”

khen an organization i{s founded upon scripture, it 1is
bound to be a prosperous organization. Listed below are
some of the favorite verses used by Bsulah Heights Orphanage:
and a few excerpts from their letter,

“Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their afflic-
tion and to keep himaelf unspotted from the world,"

Jares 1:27.

"For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meet: I was
thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was & stranger and ye
took me in.," Matt., 25:35.

"Inasmuch as ye have done 1t unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." Mati .25:40,

"Suffer little childrea to come unto me and forbid them
not: for of such is the Kingdom of Goé." Mark 10:14.

« o oWe belleve in the old time Bibld way of salvation,

We believe we must “e converted, that is, really born a-
gain, before we can enter Heaven. We must have the Holy
Spirit dwelling in our hLeart before we can please God with
our lives, We must live a clean and rure life while on
earth,

Ve make gmeffort to get each and every child to accept
the Lord as their personal Savior., We take them to Sun-
day school and Church every Sunday they are ahle to attend.
We have morning devotions with the workers and children
together, We teach them the necessity of prayer and

2 Houston ¥lssglon, Houston, Kentucky, Letter,
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righteocus living.?d

Is it any wonder that such Homes are honored by God
and 2ll of their needs supplied? What Kentudty needs 1s
more Homes of this type to care for the large number of chil-
dren who are roaming the stree¢ts and have no one to care for
them either physically or spiritually. These Homes which
are now operating have proven that God 1s still able and
willing to help a&ll who will put their trust in Him. These
Homes truly provide a home for the homeless,

The purpose of fhe Beulah Mountain Mission is to give
a home, love, protecticn, care and Christian training to

homeless children regardless of church or creed.

Roman Catholic, Just as one would expect Nethodist

doctrine tc be taught in a Methodlst Home, and Baptist doc~
trine to be taught in & Baptist Home, =20 1t 1s expected that
Roman Catholicism should be taught in the Catholic Homes.
However, there is much taught 1n these Catholic Homes beaides
the doctrines of their church,
The purpose of the ¥aryhurst Home is to be a residen-~
tiel school for teen-agers in need of specialized training.
They receive intensive character educatlion to prepare
them for adjustment as efficlent, self-supporting, self-
reliant, socially integratecd citizens. They are taught
the value of time, the pleasure of working, the art of
pleasing peorle and getting along happily with them,

Emphasis is placed on the physical development of the
girls as well as the mental and spiritual development in

3 Beulah Mountain Misslon, Beulah Helights, Ky., Letter,
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order to produce a wellercunded 1nd1vidual.4

With these high ideals in mind, it is easy to see that
religion is taught in activities outside the church and that
there 18 an attempt to maintain an atmosphere conducive to
righteous living.

The goal of Our Lady of the Highlanda, as stated by
them 1s

To teach young girls not merely how to make a living but
how to live. . .to prepare them expertly for citlgzenship
in this world and in the next. . .to mold the future by
shaping today the minds and heairts and characters of toe
morrow's leaders, . oto iImpart the very best in secular
knowledge while relating it all to the baslc knowledge
and love of God and man. « .this is the great task of the
Religious teacher'goday. "The harvest is great, but the
laborers are few."

With a goal such as this, it can well be understood
why there are many in this Bome and why the children are so
well behaved., It throws out a challenge to some of the Prot-

estant Homes %o lmprove on some of thelr ideals and goals.

Clubs and lodges. Since the Masone and 0dd Fellows

are interdenominational, no one church doctrine is taught en-
tirely. It is the desire of both of the lodges to teach the
g¢hildren to be good citizens and upright peraonsa.

There is little taught outside the reguler church
activitlies slong the lines of religlous education in these
Homes because thelr purpose is to have a home for the chile

dren of the deceased membera of their respective lodges.

4 Karyhurst, Conducted by the “isters of the Good
Shepherd, Louisvilie 12, EKentucky.

5 our Lady of the Highlands, Sfisters of the Good
Shepherd, Fort Thomas, Kentucky.
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At one time the Masonic Home had & resident Chaplain
but this has been discontinued. It was felt that the chil-
dren could not express themselves as freely as they would
like if there were someone arocund continually whom they felt
was watchlng every move they made and would oriticize them
for dancing, going to the movies or participating in other
worldly activities,

Since the management believed that the ohild would
take part in these activities anyway, they felt 1t was better
for him to do so without the feeling of being watched; or, on
the other hand, not to refrain from these things simply be-
cause he felt that the Chaplain did not want him io partici-
pate. Those in charge wanted the chilc to feel free to do as
he saw best, not as someone else thought best for him. They
wantcd a child to be good beceuse he wanted to, not because
he felt he had to.

8unday school was conducted by the Baptists because
there 1s & Baptist Seminary very near and this is a great as-
set to the Home as well as the Seminary in providing much ex-
perlence for its students. However, for the morning worship
service, a minister from any dencmination was brought to the
Fome to conduct the service. The lodges take turns in bring-
ing & minister of their choice, and in this way almost every
Protestant church 1is at some time represented.

Since the 0dd Fellows Home 18 not nearly so large and

$here are not many children, they all go in a body to the
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Epworth Methodist Church in Lexington.

There are definite advantages in having a small Home
such as thia, The matron can supervise more closely and when
there are disputes among the children, she can better deter-
mine the cause of the disturbance and who should be punished.
She alaso has a great opportunity to speak to each child sepa=~
rately about his need and deal with the children more ag indi-
viduals, She 1s more of & mother to & small group than would
be possible in a larger group.

Religious films are sometimes shown in the Homes in
this classification eand this ie a great asset to any Home,
The children ca&n then see that religion is really workable
and it is put on & level which 1is not difficult for them to

understand,

Negro Orphanages. It is the desire to instill secur-

ity and happiness in the orphanages for the nogro'dhildren.
This i1s done by making thelr Home as much like a home as is
possible, In order to do this everyone must cooperate. They
are taught to live harmouniously and at peace with each other,

Begides the regular Sunday meetings at the Ridgewood
Home, there are three apeciultroligioua programs A& year that
include young people of various churches.

These programs are the All Cirls' Day program in CSep-
tember; All Boys! Day program in Ostober; and School of ChrisO

tilan Fducation in November Each of these days richly bless

— € Children's Home, Prepared by students of the Ormsby
village HIgh Sohool, Anchorage, Kentucky, 1950,




and help the children to live better lives and to live

harmoniously with each other,
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CHAPTER V
SUMvARY AND CONCLUSICNS

Sumnary. All of the orphanages contacted in Kentucky
have more religlous training than 1is found in the average
family of today.

In each of the Homes, grace is saild at all meals and
each child goes to funday School and Church each Sunday exe-
cept during i1llnesses. Another point of interest which ia
in favor of the orphanages 18 the fact that the children,
especially when attending services off the campus, are taken
to church anc nct sent as i1g so often the custom in many
hemes.

The children seen to be eager to participate in all
religicus services and never think about staying away from
any of the regular services.

They are taught to say grace and pray, and although
Jesus anc God are not often the topliec of conversation, the
children do not feel embarrassed to discuss such matters.

nhe Christian Homes, such as those supported by a
church denomination and those which rely upon God for their
support, place the greatest emphasls upon the need for the
children to have Christ as their personal Saviour. The

Faith 'iomes stress this need more than any of the others.
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Some of the Homes are slightly overcrowded, but the
condition 18 not serious in any of them. All of them are

kept very clean and Just as healthy as possible.

Conclusions. Although there are many orphanages in

Kentucky, there i1s a need for meny more.

There i8 a special need for Homes for children from
broken homes. These children are to be pltied more than
those who are iIn the Homes because of the death of a parent,

The need for adcditional Homes in San Jose 1z very
urgent, and there is also much room for improvement in some
of those which are now in operation,

It 1s not at all uncommon for a small child to come
to the door begging for bread just as those inslde are seated
at the table for their evening meal. These children are also
forced to beg for their clothing which 1s usually very ragged.
They seldom wear shoes, Many of them have probably never
owned¢ evan a pair of second-hand sheces,

They think nothing of steallng at every opportunity.
If they cannot use the article at hand themselves, some mem-
ber of their family can, or they can sell it and buy bread
vwith the money,

If telling thé truth means that they will not get the
food or clothing for which they are asking, they will not
tell the truth, but will meke up some sad story which they

hope will cause those from whom they beg to give them more
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than they had originally intended. The children are quite
quick and clever in telling these stories and apparently
have no scruples against telling them.

Even if the Homes now in operation were adequate to
meet the needs of the children in them, there 1s still a
very urgent need for more Homes, especially Homes which will
uphold the Christian standards and ideals and emphasize the
need of a rersonal relationship with God., The harveat

truly is ripe, but the laborers are few,



QUESTIONNAIRE

H(w long has your inatitution been in operation? years.

How are you supported?

State ity Other
Church County
Club Faith

How long do the children usually stay in your home?
Do you try to find a foster home for them?

Do you require your personnel to have religious training?

How many hours per week are the children given religious
training?

What is the nature of this training?

Is this training given on the grounds or do they go to an
outside Church?

Is this training glven by personnel of the home or by outside
organizations?

Do you have spéoial services such as revival services, Dally
Vacation Bible 8chool, or others?

What percentage go out to live morally good lives?

that per cent have a bad record? (Jail, prison, etoc.)
that per cent are members of a church when they come?

what per cent join & ohurch while in your care?

What per cent are non-members of & c¢hurch while in your care?

What per cent finish grade school? High school?
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