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IKTRODUCTINR

The task. W%hen attempting a thorough study of =z
book of the Bible auch as Hoses, it &g qulite evident
that there have been numeraue volumeit already written
on the subject and from many 4ifferent polnts of view,
Perhaps the Preacher had the right persrective when he
stated %,,.... and there 12 no new thing under the
sun.” (%c.1:9)

However this study i¢ not an attempt at aomething
new but s review of the cld. ¥any have easlly found
fault with Hoeea even accusing him of a type of
"perversion® and this has been evidently without a
thoyrough study into the emotional conditioning of parties
invoived in the book. In such a study there naturally
comes to light words classifyling themselves into
grouping: which show contraast and similitude.

For thisz study each word of the taxt of Hozea

has be=n indexed. and a clsaszification made of the
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emotional content of each word and those prelating to it.
The wordes have then been classified under six groups;
those pertaining to God, people, idolatry, prorhet,
nature, and history. Of theee groups there are sub-
divisions dealing with different aspects of emotion.

Also within this framework there is a2 breakdown
of the groups mentioned above into the various literary
units which are found in the book,

Limitetlon. 1In such a study as thieg, 1t is soon
evident that the lexlcon will have to be lesned upon
culte heavily wheresa the materlal in commentariee and
glmilier reference bookas 1s quite gvanty. True, there
are Hebrew word etudles pn some of theae words but it
is largely the szme in each book rather than a wide
variety and a few words are the foous of attention.

Perhaps the material which 1s presented here
will seem prether brief but it would be impossible to
fully denl with each of ths words, for entire volumns

heve beesn written on a °ingle word,
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Historicel statement. The periocd of prophecy of
the prophet Hoses covered many years. The exsct number
can only be gpeculation but the majority of the conservas
tive scholars agree that 1t must have lasted nearly
eixty years., He records the fzot that the word of
Jehcvah came to him from the days of Uzzigh and Jeraboam 11.
and continued to the relgn of Hezekiah. It is difficult
to place an exsct date to esch prorhecy ss recorded in
hie book.

The name Hosez means splvation or deliverance
wHich was also the original nome of Joshus, having bsen
changed by Moses (Num.xiii. xvi.) “nis meaning of his
name stands in sharp contrast with the judgment which he
proncunces upon the erring peopie.

Hosea was & Northerner, but there 1s no svidence
as to the actual place of his birth. He was the aon of
Be-ri snd prophesied in the Kingdom of the ten tribes,
Fis prophetic activities fall within the lifetime of
Teaiahil

when Bosea was Called to be a prophet, the Kingdom
of the ten tribes of Iesrael had been elevated to a

1. *dward J. Young, Introduction o the i3
(es , (Grand Rapidse, Michigen: Wm.B.Tirdman

Publishing Company, 1949} p. 244.



poeition of great earthly power by Jeroboam II. This
revival of the might and greatness of Iesrzel wos only
the last dieplsy of divine grace, through whieh the
Lord sought to bring back His people from their evil
ways and lesd them to repentance.g When the grest
age of Jeroboam was over, Israelite prosperity began
to fade rspldly. Jeroboam's son, Zechariah, was
assassinated by Shallum, then Shellum by Menahem. Thie
king won a temporary security by submiesion to Tiglath-
pileser in 738 BC., but his son, Pekshiah, wes murdered
by Pekah in the interecst of the anti-pssyrien party.
Pekah perished in a vain attempt to atem the tide of
Assyrian provinces. His successor, Hoshea, revolted
after a2 nine year reign and was put to death by
Shalmaneser V, who succesded Tiglath-pileser in 727 R/C.
Ssmaria was then bealeged, and fell to Zargon II after
a three-years'resistance (721 B7.), and the XKingdom of
Israel came to an end.

The worship of the period had bescoms very de-
greded, when the Kingdom had split, Jeroboan, the son

2. C. F. Kell and ¥, Delitzseh, %;bliea;
BRe on the 014 Testament,” The ‘Twelve Minor Prophets
Lon&on: T ana T. Clark, 1900), pp.17-18.
3. ¥W.0. W, Qeaterley and T H. Robinson, An

Igsﬁggggsggn ing Booke of the festament { New
York: The Mad&%l Company, 1934),p., 3456.




of Nebet, had pleced two golden calves in the northern
Eingdom as representatives of Jehovah. He banizhed the
i.evite from the Xingdom (thnse who opposed him} for he
had broken the basiec covenant relationship with God by
his aet. Thus the worship of the people became a .
political institution, in direct opposition to the
Eingdom of God; and the sanctuary of Jehovsh wos changed
into & king's sanctuary.

The conszquance of the image worship had a telling
effect on the relationship of the psople to God. Because
ef the presence of the images, Jehovah was placed as
an squal with th® gode 2nd idolas, belng worshitvred by
the pagans about Jsrael. “o finally the worship of
Jehovah was just a form no different than that of the
other 5@43.4

It was during such times as these thet Hosea
was aant to prophecy. 7Tn the ninistry of Hosaa to the
ten aspostate northern tribss, there is manifest the
grace of God, It is to thess tribes, ripe for destruction,
that the prophet wae sent, His great purposs wae to

reveal the love of God for a sinful and rebellious

4, C. F. Kell and F. Delitzsch, op. g¢it, pp. 18-20,



nation, He plotured that nation under the symbolisa
of a faithlees wife, as a nation that has committed
sriritual adultry, and he pleadad with the people to
repsnt and to turn from thelr ungodly ways. Thare must
come a time of refining, when Israel would dwell for
many dsys in an unusual condition. Then, after the
exile, mercy would again be ehown's

The man. ULittle 1s sald of the character of
Hoeesa in hise prophecy. FPerhaps the only insight into
this man's character which can be garined is through
a study of his domestic 1ife, The first three chapters
of the bock deal with a mixture of verses referring %to
the reiationships of Hosea with his wife and Cod with
Israel. 'There are certain characterietic:s hers worth
mentioning.

Firat, he was & man completely dedicated to
carrying out the will of Cod for his life. When the
Lord commanded him to take Comer for Lis wife, he obeyed.
He was ready at God's command.

sscond, he was a men capable of a love which

6' Youngv M' M'



which could not be shaken by unfaithfulness. when

Gomer, his wife, proved untrue, his love for her did

not dle and it grieved him because of her gbeernce., As re-
corded in the third chapter, he went to the very extreme
of buying Gomer back ageln for himself, even after her
unfaithfulness.

There are those who explain Hosea's character
8

in a nuch different light. Oesterly and Robins:n hold
that Hosea suffered from a sex-obueseion, which drove
him to €0 the very thing of which he had the grestest
horror. This was their way of explaining his marriage
and faithfulnesz to a known prostitute;

Modern psychelogical science has helped us to
see that we have in prophscy the en=rgsnce of
elements from the eub-conscious, facllitated-
inde=2d made possible by the pecullar psychic state
which mede the prophet whet he was. In other
vords, what the prophet s=ld and did was the
expresslion of that real basic personality of which
he himself was often unaware. Like many another
great soul in the history of man'e religion (we
may, not unfalrly, cite Terty '1lian and “ugustine
as examples), Hoses was, at any rate In his youth,
subject to what recent psychology woulé call a
"gex-complex.® Such natures as his have a peculiar
irtensity and pasesion which run through all their

¢, Cesterl=y and Robinmson,op. git, pp. 561-352.
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life, and often, when duly "sublimated" give thenm
an extraordlinary power and lavressiveness, In
Hosea we have the strugzle between the cubcoenseious
obsegsion and the purlty of conscious thought
resulting in his involving himself in the thing he
most hated. 3een from znother peint of visw (that
which the prophet himself msy have more nearly
reali:ed) he seems to have felt thet the suprexze
act of surrender to the will of 3od was to take
the step most horrible to him, and to bind his
life tc that of a woman belonging to the class he
most loathed. More simple still, he found himself
swept swey by an overvhelming leve for a woman
who belonged 1to0 a class against which his better
nature revolted, and, in his love, he found =
reflection of tﬁat wﬁich Yalkw =k bore to Israel,
faithleza and dliggusting as =he was., It wus an
awful thing to Hosea that he should asoc love Gomer,
but YabkWeeh was immeasurably nobler and purer
than he, and Israsl stood on a lower moral level
than the erring woman to whom he gave himself.

8o, in the agony of his own epirit, and in the
deathless love he knew, he found an image of the
heart of God4, broken by the constant rejsction of
His lovs, and by the ogdlaally repeated spostasies
of His beloved People.

Perhaps after the word astudy it will be easier

to see that a more conservative view (as the firast

gstated) is the acceptiable conclusion.

Hosea's great ocontribution to Hebrew religlon

i the i1dea of 'steadfast love,' which is God's

persistant love for the people whom He chose and with

whom He made the covenant, It ie thlis steadfast love

7. Ibid.
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whioch nlso formed the bases of the Chriatian concept of
g?aoe.a

A2sng 1n the 3¢, John of the 214 Testament
chempioning religion st its roots and in its essence.
Hls work emphasized the love of God. fThers is something
of the mystic in Hossa: in all experisnces he found
something typloal. The character 0of the patrierch
Jzo0ob was an sdunbration of thzt of his descendents
{Hosea ¥11), and his own love for nis unfalthful wife
is a shndow of Jehovah's love for Israsl (Hoséa I-T1I).

ihe message and guthorship. 7The major emphasis

within the mesaage was the announcement o7 coming ruln.
As over againat this mlasion is Hosaa'a snnouncement

of God's undying lovs and how it had besn set at nought
by wayward lsrael. This message came at a2 time when
Isreel was having her last period of glory and the down-
fall which followed immediately. The book does not

assm to glve any exhortations for the psople to repéat
to rravent this oncoming ruin, but to those who ratufn

to God, the book gives the mesgsage of bhope which will

6. Noyman H. Snaith, Amos ngggg aﬂ% Eicab
Epworth J herts gggﬁggggéggg, {rondon: The Epwo?th
Preas, 19686), p. 82,
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follow the ruin.

The authorship of certain passages within the
book are widely held $o be later additions even among
conservative scholars. Adam Clarke holds that the
text has been corrupted:

Hosea 18 conclse, sententisus, and abrupt. It
is hls manner to omit the connexive and adversative
particles; an observation which we should recollect
when we observe them occasionally supplied by
versions or manuseripts. These are among the
causeg of that obscurity for which he is remarkable:
but the grestest difficulties arise from the
corrupt readings which deform the printed text.
He chlefly addiresses Israel; but introduces
frequent mention of Judah. He not only inveighe
agelnst the vices of the people but sharply
arraigns_the occnduct of their Kings, Princes, and
Priests.

Another scholar, Norman Snaith has stated;

Most of the book 1s from the prophet Hosea,
though there are sections here and there which
seam to be from later times. The text of the
Hebrew is often corrupt, and there are sone
instsnces where it is gquite lmpossible to say
what i1s really meant. This is probably the only
Northern collectlion of oracles, ang it is only
by s miracle that it has survived. 0

Other scholars of a more liberal view polnt

maintain that the text was extended or expanded by

9. Adsm Clarke Comumentary,on the Holy Scriptures,V4
(New York:. Carlton &nd Portér), p. 8B1.
10. Norman H. Snaith, loc, cit.
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later scribves, thus attempting to find a better basis
of continuity. They employ the following criteris:
(2) passeges which offer hope for the future are contrary
to Hosea's message of doom, (b) a compiler always
tried to find a passage of hope to place at the end of
Hosea's work, (¢) there are words and phraaeslfhich do
not occur elsewhere in pre-exilic literature.

Some of these reassons listed seem quite clear
when gtudied in the light of the overzll trend in the
Scriptures. In (a) above, 1t seems that chapter three
is completely rejected or forgotten by the crities, As
for (b), thie statement is true of all the prophecies
of punishmant. God zlways leaves a note of hope for the
people. Perhaps (C) would holid up if there 1s sufficlent
literasture in existence to verify such s statement,

which 1as doubtful.

11. Oeeterlsy and Robinson, gp. ¢it., p. 38C.



CHAPTZR II
LITERARY UNITS AND STYLT IR HOSEA

There 1s much controversy concerning the literary
unite and etyle of the prophet's writings. Scarcely can
two exposlitors be found who will agree as to the exact
beginning and ending of the units or how each can be
e¢lasgified. Most of the writers of commentaries and
0ld Testament introductions agree that there is to be
found the narrative and the oracle., The discourse plays
a prominent part in many interpretations,

Four major literary units, the oracle, the prayer,
the sermon, and the narrative have been uced to classify
the materisl of the Book for thie study. ©f course in
these larger groupings, other smaller unite may appear.

The characteristioe of the oracle as used in
Hosea are (a) a command for action from God to the

prophet, sometimes used in the second person and some-

12
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times in the third person, (b) the azbove (a) ie implied
as in 14:4-S, (c¢) the reality that Zod is speaking to
the prophet with a command. Kost of the oracles are
found in the first chapter of the Fock with one aprearing
in 3:1 and one in 14:4-9,

There are only two prayers found in the Rook of
Hosea and each are attempte by the prophet to lesd the
people in these prayers. He appears to be pleading
with the peoples to return to God through thid medium of
prayer. The first prayer ls followed hy ipleading for the
people, whereas the seoond 1s followed by the promises
of God for redemption and blesaing.

The major portion of the prophecy is given in
sermona, These are directed to specific groups such as
Israel, Zphraim, Judah, the prieat. Some are addressed
in the vocative, othersare not. For the most part,
these gsermons are warnings of the coming punishment but
these are not without hope. These sermons speak of the
future Aope to those who return to the true worship of
God.

The narrative of the Roock comprises very little

material. From two short sections & background 1ls given
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of the personal 1life of the prophet. Here is found the
springboard for the interpretation of this prophets
writings.

The style of writing has 1ed many toc belileve
that there have been numerous addéitione to the prophecy
and also that the materiszl which is originel has besn
reshuffled 2o as to obliterate the prophets true charscter
and meesage,

With the exception of the firet and thiré chapters,
which are in prossie form, the book tends to be
rhythmical, and abounde in highly figurative and
metaphorical langusge. The dlction is exceedingly
concise and laconic. The senteaces are usually brief
showing litile or no connection. An unexpected change
of person occurs frequently; number snd gender are often
neglscted. Hosea 1s more scanty in his use of particles
than the other prophets, which adds not & little to the
difficulty of interpreting his propheclies. In many
instances be iz highly animated, energetic, and sublime,

Of 11 the prophets he is, in polnt of language, the

12
moet obscure and hard to be understood.

. E zer Henderson, The Book of the ITwelve
Mner M Philadelphia: Smith, English, and Company,
1868), p.l.
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Gray has disagreed with the atove sg he hee

statsd,

The l=ngusge of Hoses is to us peculliarly
different. His style is conclse and abrupt,
abounding with figuratives and metaphors, which
are often intermixed; and the transition from one
subject and figurative to another are frsguent
and sudden. The particular occasions on which
hls propheclies were deliverad are in themselves
rarely obvious, and are never specified by the
autbor, “owxe parts of thea hawigar, are pecullarly
pathetle, anlmated, and sublime.

Perheps Cheyne finds =an acceptable theory for

the lrregularities. He hes stated:

It wes not s0 much the mere chill of neglect
(re jeotion by people) as the e;mostiocnal distress
cauged by his message of woe that choked hie 14
uttersnce and brought confusion into hie style",

The claegsification of literary unite which is used

in this etudy 1le not the result. of sxtensive study but
is an zttewpt 1o wmzke uee of a simple classification to
eld in the word study. Perhapes many would disagree with
thie classification because of the variocus units within
esch of those listed but this study is not concerned
primarily with a discussion on literary units but the

wordeg found in those units.

13. Jemes C. Gray, The Biblicsl aggggg oT Vol, 10
%gg ook of ﬂ%ggg, (Rew Yérk: Anson D. F. Ran Elph and
o P.

mpany .
i. ‘r.x, Cheyne, The for Sohoolg
8, zagsgggg of Hosea, (Cambridge: University
.pb .

Pregs, 1°



CHAPTER IIIX
HOSEA' 3 INTCHPRETATION OF ISRAEL'S COVENAHT HIITCRY

To Hosea, Israel held a very honored position
because of her special relstionshlip with Jehovah. This
relationship had a long history as the allusions would
indicate wlithin the bock of Hoseg. Ferhaps reviewing
this bistorical stztus would better prepare one for the
study into the emotional characteristlics which are tc
be touchedé upon in later sestions.

The woyd used for covenant {17 L isa
derivative of 1 2 2 which means to cut as 1atc stone
whar- the gommandments wers ocut. Thie could slsc siznify
the 2teadfast binding which the covenant would have as
assurance. The word slao ixmpliea more than one 1ls
involved for one person cannot make a covenant. There
must be at least two parties: The Seriptures list two

types (a) Covenants betwssn =en and (b) those in which

B L
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God condescended to be a covenanting party.l®
An insight into modern interpretation of covenant
forms 1s discussed by Mendenhall:

It ie well known that Biblical tradition preserves
for us a number of refersnces to covenanta of
different sorts. There are only two traditions,
however, which fall into the form described above.
The first 1s the Decalogue, and the zecond 1is
included in the narrative of Joshua 24, The covenant
with Abraham (and Noah) is of completely different
form. Both in the narrative of “enesie 185 ond 17,
and in tne later references to this covenant, it is
clearly stated or implied that it is Yahveh Himself
who swears to certaln promiees to be carried out in
the future. It is not often enough seen that no
obligations were imposed upon Abraham. Circumeision
wae not origlnally an obligation, but a =ign of the
covenant, like the rainbow in Cenesis 9. It serves
to 1dentity the recipient (s) of the covenant, as
well as to give a concrete indlcation that a covenant
exists, It is for the protection of the promlise,
perhaps llke the mark on Cain of Genesis 4,

The covenant of Moses, on the other hand is zlmost
the exact opposite. It imposes apecific
obligations upon the tribes and clans without
binding Yehweh to specific obligations, though it
goes without saying that the covenant relationship
itself presuproseg the protection and support of
Yahweh to Isrsel.l6

Hosea seemed to hold that the covenant relationship

between God and man exlsted from the very creation:

15. Davis and Gehman, The Westminister Dictlonary
of the Bible (Philadelphia: Westminiater Press) pp.l18-119.

16. George <. Mendenhall, L@g‘gﬁg rovenant In
Israel and the M ﬁ% East (Pitte urgh‘g:'%%'&e Biblical
Pp.356-36.

Colloquium, 1988),
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But they like Adem have transgrassed the covenant:
g%gg.have dealt treacherouely sgalnst me. (Hosea
Of course the word 7 \’which is translated pdam is o
controversival issue for 1t could algo be translated
8 weil.
There is no doubt but that Hosea uss well versed
in Hebrew hietory and the covenant history was very
real Yo him. 7o him 1t 1s doubtful thst any of these
covenanis made between Cod and men in egrllier dsys were
mere one sided affairs but binding upon both God and usn.
The next covenant thst Hosea dealt with was the
covenort relationship between God and Jacob. (Mosea 1°).
This referencs does not desl with the exact demandsg of
a covenant but of the power Jacob bad with Cod., abrahsn
is not mention=d nor is Nosh mentloned g0 that the first
covensnts did not concern ths prophet, He war malnly
coneerned with the covenante which Jacob and Voges made
for ths people with od. These covenants were the oues
which were binding upon the peorle,
Hosea was gware that neither of the covenants
ware honcred hy the peorle for very long at a time., Tven
while th® lav was baing givsn »nd Juat prior to the making

of the covenant, the children of Ierael were molding sand
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worshipping a golden calf image. <oon they made their
promise with God but 414 not keep their oath very long.
There were times of rebellion even before they reached the
promiaed land.

The covenant relationshlp rested upoa the
righteousness of the people as they obey2d the ten
commandmentes and various other laws., FRarly in their
history within Camsan, they left these laws and as the
book of Judges contineously statea; %, .esch man did that
which seemed right in his own eyeas."{Judges 17;6)

A 8tudy of the words which Hosea used to describe
how Israel had treated the covenant from times past
until his day are instructive,

Hosea's first refsrence ie to Adam end how he
turned to the way of the fleeh. In 6 : 7 he declared
that Israel, like Adam, had L 1 Y (transgresesd) the
covenant in a senege of having passed over the covenant
to something else. From this root aleo errings the
jdes of anger, pride or haughtiness which zight better
axplaln how they treated the covenant. Because of this
passing over or transgres:zion, Jehovah declared that

they had dealt 7, a (treacherously) which has the

(8%
0
p
Nade

P
=
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sense of faithlessness or the attenpt to hide something
under a cover or wrapper. This was what the people of
Hosea's day was attempting to do. They were outw:rdly
worshipping Jehovah but inwardly were going the way of
the Canssnites 6:6 and 8:10.

Agein Hosea compeared the corruption of the peacile
to that of the children of Benjamin when they committed
the unspeakable sin in Gibeah. They had tzken the Levites
concubline and shamefully abused her until she died.
(Judges 12). 1Israel nov wse comritting spiritual asdultry
by breaking the covenant with God ané therehy caused
thems=lves to te corrupted 9:7-9,

Hosea also saw a comparison between the conditlon
of the people in hiez day 2nd that which ie recordeé 1in
Humbers 256:1-3, He sgtated thet the fathers of Tsareel
came to Baal-psor and U 7 | (consecrcisd) themselves,
(which has the me2ping of withdrewling from any other
allegience) unto thet shemeful thing (¢ smore literal
trenslation would be shame) snd became as 7 7 Py (abomin=
able) 28 that which they worshipred and thereby bscame 20
pellutedthat the covenznt with God was of no affect.

(Hosea 9:10).



A8 he eallsé to remembrance these zcenes from
Terzel'e history, he 41& not let them by without alsc
recalling the punishment vhich came with bresklng the
covenant, He stated;

Therefore ghall a tumult arise among thy peorpl

and gll thy fortresses shall be dastroyed a8 alman
destroyed Reth-arbel in the dey of bLattile: the
mother was / & L (dashed into pieceg) with her
shiléren (Hosea 10:14).

In viewing lsrcells covenant history, Hoses :ag
aware of the fact that with this covenent larael had
& unique name for God. There were those who coulc call
their gods by such names as 7 77.n (lord), a’ x
(hueband or master), b5 x (gud), g 7 72X (gobs), 5% 2
(lcrd), but none other then the Israelites worshipped

'77 - 7 ( Yshweh or Jehoveh in the A,°.7,). “he word is
& derIVativa of 71111 which tranelstes to exist or to
be. It is the mcat ssored name for God, expreseive of
His eternal, Self-existence. The origin for this nene
for tod is found in ©Txodus 3:14, connected with the
incidsant in which Moses vas chostn to lead tre Chillren
of Israel out of ifgypt. .n Exodus 4:3-4 God uses LLe

word in connection with the covenant which ¥e Lad made
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with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

The Jews who (from an early date) believed this
name incommunicable, substituted, in the pronuncistion,
the coneonants of ~J 7.\ (lord), the vowels being
alike in both worde (with the exception of simple
and composite Sheva), and according to these ¢
pucctualtins sulted the vowels o{,tha prefixes when
coming to stand before /7//7 ] ,
Jehovah had the &letination of being regarded as the
National God of Israel and perhaps this is not only so
with the pagan tribes but also with Israel.

The husband-wife relationship, illustrative of
the covenant betwsen God and man, is the predominant
message Hosea was attempting to get across to the people,
In the first three chapters he uses his marriage with
Gomer as an example of that covenant relstionship. At
times 4t 1s impoesible to discern who 1s being referred
to in this section.

Hosea's own domestic experience taught him what
covenant love 7 © /7 eould mean to Jehovah. Because
of hie own attitude to hls wayward wife, he came
to know that the 1 ©° ,7 of God meant CGod's
steadfast determination to be true to His share
of the covenant obligation whatever Israel did on
her part, Hosea's love for Gomer-bath-Diblaim
was 80 strong and sure that not all her adultries
could ki1l it. He realized that Jehovah's love for

17. B. Davidson, %_g Analytical v gnd
ggg%sgg (London:¥1l Samuel Bagster and %ons
Limited), p., 171,
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Israel was at least ss sure and strong as his own
love for his wife., Jehovah's love wae both a
‘gure love! and a 'love unswerving.'l8

To Hosea, the time when Jehovah brought Isrsel-
Ephraim out of Egypt was the time of espousals and
youthful love. The trouble began in Canean, when
the new wife Ierael was enticed away from her true
husband Ly the lovers , the Baals., She played the
harlot with thenm.

But through all the troubles which beat against
and broke the nmarriasge covenant between Jehovah
and Israel, there was one factor which never changed.
This was God's sure love for Israel, It takes two
to make a covenant and it also takes two to break
it. TIsrael may have rejected God, but Ged has not
rejected Israel 19

There is a father-son, relationship also seen by
Hosea in Israel's covenant history. In ll:1 the Lord
spoke of Tsrael as a child, a son being called out of
Egypt, thies sighifying that it was early in the history
of Israel when God made His covenant with them. In the
reference to Israel as "my son", there is also the
element of fillal piety known so well in oriental lands,
which placed Israel in a place of obligation to obey
Jehoveh. This was ignored by Israel in breaking the
covenant and Israel went from the prophets to sacrifice

to the Baalim and burn incense to graven images (11:2).

18. Norman H. Snaith, :_?g g_us_mn%g Jdeps of
jgg ?;g (London, %.C.1:The Epworth Press,
1944), gé

s m.. 1120
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Hesvertheless the Lord continued to show love to
them. He took upcn Himsgelf the task of = parent in
tsaching FTphralm to walk and suprlying his dally need.
(11:3~4)., Even when in utter.rejecgion by the child
the parent continued to love the child and supply his
needs, thus dod's father-son relationship with Inr&ei.go

In sll the analogles Hosea used to depict the
history of covenant in Israel'e history, there was a
common proclamation; Israel was untrue, God was true,
Israel deserved the punishment which Hosea predicted

would come and whioh actually cams to pass.




CHAPTER IV
SIGNIFICERCE OF EMOTICN EXPRESSED BY GOD

In the book of Hosea there is a strange mixture
of emotion in God seeamingly the exsct opposite of one
another, as He dealt with the prevailing conditions at
hand. The emotion which has the greatest number of
references 1s that of love, compassion and mercy. The
next in line of usage is the anger or displeasure that
3od had towards the conditions into which the people
have fallen, (See Table III).

The definitions of the Hebrew words used in tnese
tables are based upon the Hebrew and English Lexicon of
the 014 Testament,®! the Analytical Hebrew snd Chaldee

Lsz&ggn.az and g Lexicon Ysteris Testamentl Libras.”

2. F. Brown, 8. R, Driver, C. A. Briggs, log.
clt.

- 2. B. Davidson, . Q1%.
23, L. Eoehler and ¥W. Baumgartner, 4 Lexicon
An Yeterls Testamenti Libros.
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The root form of the word will be used in these tables or
the gimplest nominal form will be listed when verbal
cognstes sre not used. In defining Hebresw terms, the
form sppearing on the table will be given and will Le
followed by the common English translation of that term
&3 13 used mainly in the American Standard version of
Hoses. The English trenslation will be enclosed in
parenthesgn,

ATA=22Y {love) 13 a types of love covering a wide
variety of sltuatione. There l& human love to a human
objact, love of appetita, love to Tod, to friend, and
of divine love to (a) individual men and (b) to the
people, Isrsel,

ﬁ_;u_‘(x (love) is used in Hogea only to express
love in God for his people but it can slso be used to
express human love between man and man or woman,

7 © 7 (lovingkindness) is generally not clags~
ified as human love, but the love of supsriors fo
inferiors, and to thos® who need help or compassionate
love. This is also known as covenant love since it

can be found only where there is a gontractusl
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relationehip, where two parties are bound together by
cbligatione which muet be honored with steadfast zeal
and patience, vwhereas Amog gpocke of the people's
sinfulness in terme of feilure to fulfill God's demands
for righteousness, Hosea spoke of it in terms of the
bresking of z band or fovsnant. For him ths fundamental
fset wae that Terazel was bound to God by 1@ 71 eovenant
lovs .24

RES-4 2 (kindled) is the growing warmth of
compaszion within Cod., It also reaches the intenalty
in 2 great heat, Llght upon the meaning of the root is
obtained from the modern 3yriac, kemr, fermentation.28

Q "¢ 11 79 (compaesion) 1z used with the presvious
word (U &/2) to denote sorrow, being moved to pity,
comfort, to be relieved. This word occurs elsewhere
(Isalah 57:18 and Zecharish 1:3) only in the eense of
oomfart.%

Q. ri }_(maruy, love) usually denotes only God'e

love, mercy or compassion. In Hesea the word ig used

24. John Marchline, ﬁg IES;JRF.H
"‘%&5% Hegeg (Wew York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press),
PP

28, William ’minay Harpsr Amos gnd Hosea, Ihe
1850 ~-;:

Internstional Qg;%eg% (New York: Charlea
gori nerés Sona, 190
2
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21 times to r:fer to God and once to refer to Hosea.

t17§717‘}:(coapaaalon) ia 8 plurel of the previous
word whiéh speaaka of coampassion or mercles in the way
of s brotherly fesling or brotherhood.

Theea words describe the gctual feeling which

God displayed tovardes his people bacaure they were in
& covenant relztionshly with Him even though they,
seemingly, had long forgottan it. “ecnuse of thelr
forgetfulneas, there nrs wordsz of emotion referring to
nod which are the opprosites of those in the above list
and revezl the nature of God in a2 different light.
These are the words denoting arnger or rage toward the
actlions of the people,

2 ,_\'(mgor) i a derivative of 7:1‘}" It is &
grarhic term based on the phyeical expression of snorting
through ths nose when angry.gv.

i7 /7 (kindled-of anger) is usually used with
P?Xor wizghanger pe understood even thougn the word 1=
omittad,

7 71 /7 (burning of anger) ies the mascullne noun
T

27. Merbert Livingstone Eeggeg Trophet Com-
sness (¥ilmore, Ky.: Unpubilshed doctoral

Giseertotion summitted to Drew University, 195B)

pp oy 14‘?"1‘8 .



of the prsvious verb r11(7. This ie the most commonm
word for God's anger 1n [osea.

Ly (wrath), a derivative of - 1, usually
reans in the verbal form, "to pase over," to paes away,
or to consume, but the feminine noun refers to an excese
of rurﬁr.28

A gytu'(raar), a verdb, refers to the roaring of
tod in the likenesw of a lion. This word aleo carries
the force of “demand" or "reguire®.

There are other words expressing eémotion which
do not appear as often as words as love and anger, yet
these words express much concerning the Person of God.

n_g-7¢/5g{fa1tnfalnaﬁa), a feminine noun, le trans-
lated literally as "firmn2ss” or "steadiness.” This
signifies the firaness or steadfastness of the betrothal
of lsrael to God.

A7 & (fairness, beauty), mascullne noun, also
denotes goodness, w=alth prosperity, haprlness, and
cheerfulness,

L T > (help), masculine noun, which in the construct
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state ic equal to "one who helps.® 73:715 (righteocus-
negs). Keil understande this to mean justice towards
fellow men, Acotually this "righteousness” is 1o be
taught by Cod to the people. /5 ;)Cyidesire) which
denotes "take pleasure in," "delight in,” in the sensa
which God desires.

2 5 (heart), masculln=s noun, in ths physlicsl
sense, Also it 1= frequently used for “1ife! or “the
vital principls.® 2 To the 13 ascoribed "thougnt,®
“reasoning,” "understanding," "will, judgment, design,
affectlon, love, hatred, courage, fear, Joy, and
sorrow, Sometimes Lt ls used to refer to tn= "mldile®
or "inner part.®

Ujﬁ‘7§?(hnly), an adjective, uced to make up a
descriptive name for tod. It denotes: "holy” of Jod,
“gat apart”, %“sacred", "holy" to (od.

;('gsg(hate), varb, perhaps here better translated
as *learned to hate' because it cccurs in a reference
to history.

here must be a reason for tha appearance of the
words lleted above in the book of Hosen. Az "nd was
gpeaking through Hosea to his pecpls there came tc the
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forefront the covenant relationship and the distznce
wWhich had come to separate the people from God because
of their rejsction of Him, Becauze of this the wrath
and anger of Cod is reveslsd, but not without hops for
Hosea continually gave a note of encouragement through-
out this prophecy.

7ven befcora traating the words which prafer to the

emotional nature of the people, perhaps aoms attention
can be given to the obstacles they placed before the
love and compassion ot od, By their actiona thay
forced a chang=2 of smotion in God from compassion to
wrath.

It wse not the desire of Jod to visit His people

with judgment as oszn be se2n in thi: rasscge:

How shall I glve thee up Rphraim? how shall I
cast thee off Israel? how shall I make thee 3as
Admah? how shall I set thes as "shoium? my heart
is turned within me, my compassione are kindled
together. I will not execute ths flercensss of
mine gnger, T will not return to destroy Ephrsim:
for I am God and aot man; the Holy One in the
midst of thee; snd T will not come in wrath.
(Hosea 11:8-9,

Here 504 plalnly ststes that wrath i: not Hise

desire but lovingkindness { 1O /1) is Hie true

quality of His relstionship with His psople,
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“re of the m:)Jor oustacles vhich the people

had ;plzced befors Godls love 1s found in the terp already

¢ongldiered but nesding further etudy. “hls term is

1 O [7or covinant love, 9ince this love must be in
oper&tisn by btoth partliesz 1t was an easy mctter for the
reople to bresk that band, making 1t of no effect,

Hosea's charges sre guite genersl, He 4oeg not
single out sny partioular sectlion of the community.
His complalnt 43 that there ic no trustworthiness
anywhere: there is no J7 ¢\ (truth), nor 1w
(covensnt love), nor knowledgs of (sd in the land.
4:1, 1In Hosea 4:2, Hosea follows his general
stotement of Jehovah's controversy with the in-
habltants of Terael by proceeding to define it as
& ctarze of ‘sregging (to keepr covensnts) and
breaking falth',

There can be seen here the position into which
this placed God, The bresking of failth was completely

on the part of the people,
The people go far in their lack of trustworthiness

for in regpect to worship there ia a double charge.

Pirst, thers is the game contrast between ritual
worshiy and goclal conduct; 'for I desire 110 7
(lovingkindness) and not (71 7 (saerifice) and
1 > 7 {knowledge) of God moPe than 7 &% (burnt
offering) 8:6, ‘'Evhraim has multiplied altars.....
to sin', £8::1.30

"%. “Ynaitk, or. git., p. 6.
30. Ivad. @
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Against dod's righteousnsss the people .inned. 'This
was rebellion for sin is reballion against Goad.

Hosea sald thnt the pzonls have "alnaed al:inst
fod, 4:7, that 'they hava laft off to take heed to
Jehovah', 4:10, and that 'Israel hath behsved himself

T o (stubbornly or rebelleoualy) as a rebellious
heifert, 4:;16. Israel's attitude was one of wandering
away from God, and of rabelling against Him, 7:13.31
This rebellion 1: 5ls0 s»en in %:5 whers the )7?,»»3
(pride) of Isrsel 1is spoken of.

It can 3ss8lly be swen how a dilemma i3 orsated,.
Yhat course of astion can be taken by 0247 He has not
broken faith and does not desire %o ¢o5 30 but hae baen
forced into actisn by this rebellion of the psople.

The covenant was not effective in »azping tbue rpeople,
They, as the wife of Jehovah, proved unfalthful having
loved false gods above thelr "usband.

The prophet shows how the chlldren »f Taraal have
acted in much the gsme way that an unfaithful wife would

act toward her husband. They have astually been drawn

31. Ibid., pp. 82-83.



ewey by lusting after the fauise gods of the people
sround about them. (This marrisge-covenant has been
dealt with elaswhere in this study more extensively.)
¥uckh of the response of the pecrle to Tivine
gpreal will be treeted later but it is necesazyy tc
note that the emotion as expressed by {od in changing
from compasslon to anger, fror love to wrzth i: Lrought
ebout by tkis responee., The righteousnesc of “ci must
be gatisfied, thersfore runishment ruet be the reward

for sin.

39



CHAPTER V
THE RESPONSE OF THE PEOFLZ TO DIVINE APPEAL

The soclal and epliritual condition of Israel as
Hosea began hls prophecy was the climax of a development
through several generations, At the time when the
KEingdom was divided there was drafted the blueprint
for such apostacy. Jercboam, the son of Nebat, hed
secured the assurance of s division which would not be
brought back together by instituting calf-worhip and
relieving the people of dependence upon Jerusalem as
the only plsce to worship.

At first, as has been previously etated, the
calves were representatives of Jshovah, supposedly.
2oon, becsuse of the similiarity exlasting betwseen calf-
worship and the worship of the fertility cult of the
Canaanite, there becuame an inter-mingling of practices

and slthough the Tarselites claimed Jehovah as thelr

40
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God, inwardly and outwardly the pagan gods had ~on them.
Hosea bought God's message of pending doom because of
the 1dolatrous practices prevalent and because the
pecrle rejected their recall by God.

God's view of the condition of the people.
Because of Israel's special favored position with God,
there are many references which dezlt with that nation
as the bride or wife of God. For this reason the
terminology consists of words which would bear meaning
in g marital relationship. A mejor complaint against
the people wae that they had committed spiritual adultry
and the results should be severe for such wickednese hut
God, as the Husband against whom such unfaithfulness has
been wrought, continued to love z2nd forgive even though
this sin and unholiness was continuaslly before him. (3ee
Table V).

7797 (commit fornicatlion), a verb, has both
a secular and ;é;ritual meaning. As far as man's soclety
is concerned, to commit whoredom or fornlcation, to
play the harlot would be sufficient. The meaning would

have a somewhat 4ifferent mezning when referring to those
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matters pertaining to the spiritual. This would be
considered as improper intercourse with foreign nations
or desities. The first instence is found in Israel
sending to Xing Jareh (Hosea 5:13) and the second in
being joined to 1dols (Hosea 4115-18).°% In 4:12 the
phrase S 00« 0117 signifies “to whore
away from God," i.e, 80 as to withdraw from subjection
to God.

Q73737 (fornication), noun, masculine
plural abstract lntensive, g derivative of r73j7and has
a threefold aprlicsation which are: sexusl, 1nt;rnatlona1
and spiritual. It actuslly 1s the behavior of the f7721?-
By 7 (fornication) noun, feminine sbstrect
which al20 hae thé threefold application as previously
nenticned. This word is used topically only for idolatry.
7;}‘§ {(comiit adultry), a verdb, which would
literally translate: have sexual intercourse with the

wife or betrothed of ancther man. This refers often

to the idolatrous worehlv of Baal.

32. Qp. git. p. 80,
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The prectices of unfalthfulness between husbands
and wives were prevelent among those pagens surrcunding
the Tsraelites but Israel was supposed to be a people
apart from theee unholy practices. Hosea interprets
their spiritual condition and perhaps even their social
ethical poeition in the light of standards of the Canasnites.
Actually the vows which the fathers of Isrszel had made
with God were honored nc more than the marriage vows to
a harlot. With utter disregard for the love which God
had shown towards them, the people continued to lust after
other gods; the follies of their neighbors.

The words used to denote rebellion of the people,
which show the ways of sinning, are many., Varied are
thelir degrees of evil,

7:7i5'(1n1qu1ty) has the idea of trouble,
gsorrow or wickedness, Koehler and Baumgartner hold that
the word deals with evil power or magic i.e. magilc
pm‘wr.;m The reference in Hoseaz (6:8) would mean that
the éwellers of (Gilead were those who had maglc and
wicked powers in their idolatrous worship.

33. Koehler and Baumgartner, loc. cit.
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n<v 7 (lewdness, wiokednees) is device,
plan or purpose for svil., This type of wickednesgs or
sln eapeclally refers 1o unchastlty. The prissts, which
should be leading the peorls to God, were accussd of
talg conditlon by Hoses ln 6:9. DPerheps this unchastity
¥as connected with the fertility cult into which the
priestls were gullty of leading the peorle of Ierael.
In the same verse the prieste were also sccused of
being a band of 717 A (robpers), a predatory band
who murder and rob the tfav&lers on their way to “hechenm.
This clty wae ons of the citles of Eefugo.34
o\ g7£7(sin) deals with sin ae miseing the
goal or mark. Hosee als0 accused the prissts of this
¢in for they had caused the people to mise the goal. 416-8,
They were supposed to tsach the peorle the law but
becsuse the people lacked knowledge, the people are
éestroyed. Actually the reprocf advances from the sin
of the whole natiocn to the sin of the priestbooﬁ.a.
Y& (sin) would denote a speclal catagory

for sin. Perhaps the tranclation which statee that idols

54. J. P. Lamge and Philip Schaff gomm
on jhe Holy Seriptures, The Mimor etd Tiow Tork,
eri noga Armstrong and Company, 1 Tp. 82-63,

Op. git. p. 78,
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were the csuss of sin would give pore 1l%Lzht upon the
definitisn., In 4:8 this would indicate that the prieszts
were living upon the ssorifices whlch the reocple made
ts the idols.>®

L 5}23 (trensgrean) has the ldea of breaking
boundriee (overflowing naturs) course) and going into
areas whick are not for that purpose of righteousness,
Hence, Iarael had W.E}Eithn covenant and gon2 out iato
foervidden areas.

i l b » and 1 1 73 (iniquity) has mors of 4
negative vlew; It ia iniQuiéy or wiokedness by means
of declining or turning aside. This carries an opposite
connotation from 7 1) which aignifies that the people
were nct only held aaéﬁunt&ble for actual transgression
by rebellion in action but alsc the rebellion refusing
to do that ~hich they should.

,?U\l""'

V 1 » (§uiet) a derivative of ] T s is
iniquity, guils, or punlishment of iniquity. This stems
from perversity.

N W ,? (trespas-=d) has the tone of trans-

greaslon with rebellion as its background. In 7:13

38. Lange, loc. cit.



51
the people had revolted from (od into their own way whioch
wag the idolatrous way.

;41(v1ckcdness), derivative of AL
carries the idea of evil, wicked or worthlesa., In 7:3

this wickedness was an smussment or delight to

-

re
rulers, Those who were supposed to punish sin 5r wicked-
ness were delighting in 1t.37 ~ L (evil) denctes s
bad quality or wickedness,

N 1 (wickednees) 1s mors of the outward
act 'of sin. It 1; ungodlin=ass »r injuatice., Tn other
words in 10:13 the Lord iz saying, through Hosea, that
th.e peopla had willfully sect~d in rebellion sven to a
cultivetion of wickednsess,

In e consideration of thie Zroup of words, 1t is
not hard to sse tha negative respones which the people
make to the Divine apre-l. 9in and iniquity had been
developed among the Isrpelites both outwardly =nd in-
wardly, both as sn outward azct znd an inward cunlity.

The prisets and kings were in complete agresment in
regard to the spiritual trend. MNo mors were offenders of
God'r covenant rebuked or punished but it was a é@elight

to these lepgders of the netion.

37. keil =znd Delitzach, op. cit., p. 104.
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The people rejected God and th= prophet continued
to waern them and show them the promises and love of fod.
"hie wee to ne svell appsarently for the paople continued
in the way they had chosen and the Kingdom fell. Thare
w22 no other alternatlive when this sttitude was considered.
The rebesllion manifested wag mers of a spiritual
nature than mere outward sets. Perhaps much of their
warehip wne, in aprearance, directed towards Jehowsh
but their hearte were turned into the way of the “asnaanites.
This was spoken out against in Hosea 6:6. |

Por T deslre goodnes® and not sacrifice, and the
knowledge of God more than burnt offerings.

Various descriptive words were used by Hosea %o point
out such hypocricy:
7 A 1 (trescherous) dealt with the

-

Igraelites acts of sin in the sense of the attempt to
cover or hide. The word translates to agt goveptly,
to deal falsely, treacherously. Lange statss of Hosea
6:7:

7321, to act faithlessly, especlally of the
infi1dility of 2 wife to her husband., The rroof
({ 7 5) of such unfalthfulness of Israel to
Jendvah, the Husband, is then given. Instead of
tearing children to God in Covenant with Him, they
had rather, by their 11licit intercourse with
idols, begotten strange, illeglitimate children,
children not belonging to the hiouseheld, 1.e.,
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children whom the Lord cannot acknowledge as His own,%8
~x fy»g,(defile), to be unclean, dealt with

rollution in three different flelds, each of which Isrsel
Wwas guilty. These were sexuzl defllement, religious
defilenant with 1dols, and cersmoniasl Gefilement., In
both, Hosea 6:% and €:10, Tarael Wwas acoused of bainz
defiled,

v o (deceive) i combined ~ith i) /Y
{to aweur) 1ln Hosea 4:2 and signifies fTalge awaawi;é.
This would have dealt, i pac~t at leaat, with the covepant
relationshilp between the reople and Jehoveh, v 2
(1ying) deals with their wvery nsture which came to such
degradation that the rulers wers delighted to see such
evil. ;7fg 2<7(deceit) carried the 1des slso of tae
:ct of treachery. Thie wag e:sracl-lly true of =cv:-~ch,
i.e., treacherous lipsa.

jf ;;,2_(scofrera) dsnotes the idea of mocking or

deriding aa a acorner. The word is used in eypecking in
obscure or oblique manner., Lang< deflnes scorners or

gcoffers as:

38. Lange, op.7cit., p. 60.
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.....men who throw ridicule upon =kt is sacred,
and what is regarded as sacred. Such deriszion ia
egpecially naturzl in a ztzte of intorication, 32
T f’ (to r<bel}, aleo contentious or rofr:otory,
was the accusation placed by Jehoveh ag-inst “am risg
(Hosea 13:16).

1 1 o (rebellious, stubborn), to be die-
obedient, Kell snd Delltzech trannlate Hoses 4:18 to
read:

Tor Tersel has become refractory (| 7 L) like
a refractory ( 1 © ) cow: now will Jehovah feed
then 1like a lamb in o wide fleld.

) 7 © (unmenageable, refroctory), as Isrsel
would not submit to the yoke of the divine lavw, 1t should
nave uwiet it desired., Cod would feed 1t 1llke a lamb,
wiiich being in a wide field becomes the vrrey 0f wolves
and wild bessgt, 1. e, He would (ive 1t up to the freedom
of banishiment and dlspersion among the naticna.‘o

© ﬁz(ravalters), are who turn: agllde, which
gignifled tha rabellion asgalpet God, lang® tronslates

thls a3 a;s:taﬁea.41

39. “eit.
40. Koi% 3 DEILt zscﬁ gg git., p.83.
41. Lange, 25 . S.Z.E s P



71re (apostacy), a returning, defection or
rebellious. This gould be literally translated in

Hosea 11:7 as suspended or apoezaex.ég

The words dealt with are a few of the masny which
decribe the peoples condlition ae viewed by (od. Thie
nation, Israel, had rebelled; a nation of revoltera., The
covenant had become of no effect because the peorle had
vroved unfaithful, running to other gods.

Thers ares no worda of a complimentsry nature
which refer to Jarasl excavt in referencs to history or
promiess for the future. Thers seemed %o dbe lacking
even Flijah'ts seven thousand (T Kings 19:18) who were
not in evidence as apiritual fathere., The accus~tions
0f Jehovah were =gainst all, the rulers, the prieste,
and the peorle,

Ferhaps a factor, which added to this viev as
tsken by Jehovah, was the aslf-gsatisfaction or com-
placency exemplifiaed by the peorle, They were delighting
in the way they ware living ~nd showed no signs of deslre
for a change. A atudy of thie sspect of the peonle's
conditicn would be profitable.

42, Kell and Deiitzsch, op. gcit., p. 140.
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The people's yisw of thelr own condition. ~in
hss the ability to blind a person for it would appear
that those who are guillty of sin are oftentimes unaware
of their condition. The Lord spoke out agalnst such
conditlons in Matthew 23;1-36 as the Fharigeey wsre
acousasd of blindnass.

This was the position of Israel. As they
viewea themselves, they were g visfied with taat whioh
they found. They could not and would not recognirze
sin in thelr midst but ratansr exalted tuemselvss for
tngir rlgnteousness.

Hosea dld no? have an extanded vacabulary by
which he descrived their self-glorification and
sctisfaction but the entire ook liplies that this was
treir attitude as taey rsajected God lawardly and oaly
nede an outward profession.,

7 1.x A (pride) has the feeling of majesty or
svgelience in a sense of exaltation. ‘hals could be in
the exaltaticn of either tne nation or Goi, In tuls
cast 1t was their asilon they were exalting, recognizing
trhat the natlon had a peculiar relationchlpy =its iod.

iven tnough the covenant relationahip was recognlzed
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for the purpose of exalting the natlion, yet Israel was
not willing to recognize God's authority over their lives,

Another viev is th=t the uz> of this word in
Hossa B:5 12 in reference to (God n7 b=aing %= Pride of
Tazn~al  This egtztement would have the Torf 2 %tegti-~
fying to hie (Israel's) faes.“45

b X :_{contant) whieh Aenotes ths rat of
ghowing plensurs or %6 he pleseed with a thing, This
12 only used in the counative atem thereby evrrarscing
a nslf-willed action., As uveed in 5;11 1t woulAd
indieate that 1%t nlenasd Trhrsim to walk ofter mentg
aoneands pether thon Nofts commandment,

This game word 1o slzo tranglated Pfoolieh®
ghowing wic¥ed folly or to hecoms g fool becouae of
lack of ineight 2nd judement,

70 &2 - 52 (eonsider not) with the sdverd
pernape téking the mesning of *hardly®. Thase raovle
would not consider t-~ faet that atrangere hod devoured
their sirength ner would they ooneilcor the gray heir

which =ignified perhane the naarnessg of denth,

43, Xell ana Delitomck, 120, 2it.
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- 1 2 o(glory), which deals with external
conditions or ;1roumstance:, speake of sbundance, honor,
or richeeg. Thiz had alrescy derarted from Ephraim and
the warning wae concerned with Iersel who slzc was sbout
to see the glory depart.

7 g:g_(truct) denotes gonfidence or security,
The Israelites had trusted God in past history and had
be2n victorious even agzinst overvhelming odés. Now
Hosea acoused them of putting their confidence ir
(mighty) (strong and valient) men. These were suprose
to repel the onslaught: of the enemy but history bears
out the fact that theses mighty men were not worthy of
the peorle's confidence for only Cod could be ocompletsly
trusted.

;f = ; (counsel) gives an insight into just
how the people ghowed self-exnltation. Tae psttern
which the Lord had intended the pecorle to follonw hnd
been given in 1Y Chronicles 7:14 which showed the very
es=ence of humiliity in asking God to take control of
their lives. This zdvice had been rejected and now
the reorle were s:tisfled to follow their own counselling
-+ advice.,

\_gj,)% (rich) which denotes abounding in goods
or possessions, Hosee expresesesd this as & proud boast
of the people:

...and Fphraim sald, “urely I am become rich, I
have found me wealfh: in sl! my labors they sh=sll



find in me no iniquity that were sin.(1°:8).

It is interesting to note thst there is a prarticle of
r-laticn, < UL_\’. with the word "6 /1 (sin),
Ferhaps with the negative also being used here ths
translation sould "no sinful sin" denotins that there
were no visible, outbroken sin.

~ p 3 (exalted) and q 7 1 (exalted), botn
dsnote the 1ifting up or rleing to 2n exalted position.
Hosea ayoke in 13:1 and 13:6 of Iarasl's self-
exaltation and how thelr rejection came to pass because
of lust such eircumstances. Along with exaltation
comes the word  y 1 v (fllled) which shows the self
satiefaction expressed by these people., They had

59

exalted themselves into CGod's position znd were aatisfied

with the results.

Viewing the circumstcnces concerning God's
view of the conditlon which prevalled in Israel and
the people's view of their own condition, there iz no
alternstive left but disciplinary sction by Jehovah.
Yogm2 vroclaimed just such chastiesment a:z judgment

against the peorle, which perhaps tock vlace while he

788 yet alive. Actuzlly the peoples deservad no batier

+ Vi - » B 3 = -
treatment then the Z.n:-nite: who occupied th~ lund
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thelir midst even after the coaquest of the lani,
Becaucze of thelr disobedience the Tsrseiites wers
econgtantly falling away from God ond foliowing alter
the gode of the natlione in their midst. Not only wars
they constantly punished for this disobedlience but it
eventually led 1o the downfall of the Israslitish
netion, I% 1e lmpossible to compute the exact number
of gode ono godoeeses whick the Canaanites worshipped
because of the overlapring ih names and de-ds of the
deities worskipped. The more famillar are the only
ones llasled here, and only a brief account will be
given for each of these,

The highest ln the old Ceanaanlte pantheon was
wt, & 80lar Geity, called "the futher of years," orc
“the king". He was god ln himsell, god pur excelilsngce.
The productivity of the earth wae dependent upon him
and was brought about annually by his ritualiztioc
marriaga.44 ¥l was symbollzed by the buil ew an earthly
manifestatlon.45 There were many .ocallzed manifle:s-

tsfliong or partlcular phases of E1.4

44. Elmer E, Lealle 01d Teetament Relicion,

46. Herbert Livingston, W Syllabusg
of ﬁ@bggg gigéflgg AR the guldre (wWilmore, Fy.:
Asbury Zsao ogical Seminary).

7 "
» “‘.“qls"" 9_&-__0 an'v;a po ?)5.
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The exact history of this cult is obescure but it 1is
thought to have gone back to Tammuz of Babylon. The
system is a worship of the male and female reproductive
prineiples which are considered to be inherent in the
universe and nature. The father male gods of this
cult usually connected with t'e sky, sun, fire and/or
water. The offspring male god ~as usually identical
with some type 6f green plant growth., This plant, the
staple crop of a srecific area, most oftem took
different names, but there was one common feature-
thiz god died at the harvest time and there was a
festlval of mourning. It arose in the spring =nd there
was a festival of rejolicing.

The female goddesses were usually oonnected
with the s0ll and they were grest uninhibited lovers.

There were various rituale and practices tled in
with thle fertility c@lt worship. The spring planting
of seed was thought of in terms of séx union.
Orglastic festivale, where sex played s prominent role,
were frequent occurances. There was rilualistic
fornication in which both men and women were dedicated

to offering their bodies to the public in the temples.
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This led to sexual abuse and made sex offences common.
The tau or cross was a common symbol, which had a
phallic or sexual meaning.5E

Modern day archaeclogy has uncovered much on
the subject of the fertillty cult.

Another very interesting discovery at Tezer,
Macalieter found, under the rubblsh, in the
*high places® enormous quanities of images and
plaques of Ashtoreth with rudely exaggerated 50
sex organs, designed to foster sensual fe~lingas.“"

Found by the Expedition of Yenia %eminary and
the American fSchool, 1926-28, at Kinlath-sepher,
in the Canaanite stratum of pre-Israelite times,
iz an image of Ashtoreth, which 1z now in the
Xenia “eminary at Pittsburgh. It ie a limestone
image of the goddes: with a large snake coming
out of the earth between her ankles, coliling
=10yt her legs, its head entering her sex organ.
Two other simillar imsges have since been fougd,
one at Beth-shemesh, and the other at Athl1it.S0

Temples of Baal snd Ashtoreth were usually
together. Priestesses were temple prostitutes.
g9odomites were male temple prostitutes, The
worshlip of Baal, Ashtoreth, M¥olech and other
Canaanite gode gonsisted of the moet extravggent
orgies; their temples were centers of vice,

Although much more could be s=21d4 concerning the
horrors of Cansanite worship, this is sufficlent to
ehow why there was such a rebellion against the practices
of idolatry in the nature of God and the Prophet, Hoses.

gg. §1I1ngsten, loe. gik.
. Halleys, loc. git.
60. 1Ibid.

61. 1Ibvia4.
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Perhaps enough has been said about Bazl alresdy
in this study, but one reference in particular in
Josea 1s significant. Thie is found in Hosea 9:10
in which the prophet spoke of how in the history of
Israel they were goling after false gods, and, during
his day, continuing on in the szme way1 15 ®-5y 2 ie
the Baal of Feor, as mentlioned in Wumbers 25:1-3, a
localized god. The Scripture resports that the pecple
devoted or consecrated themselves to that 7 y 3 (shame).
Leslle had declared that the shameful thing which 1is
referred to was sacred proutitution.ﬁe

It 1e interesting to note how the golden calves
set up to represent Jehovsh by Jeroboam after the
division of the empire, came to be mingled with the
worship of 3a=sl.

Perhaps the cslves were at first meant to be
perzonificaticns of Jehovsh but s0on Israel was
following similiar practices of worship as the
nations around them, Now they put no more
restralnt on their carnal passions and lust than
the beast whose forms they placed in thelr temples,
¥en grovw like the gods they worship. The animal
part :of their nature soon prevall over the
spiritual. As soon as a man suffers the beast in
him to prevail, he growes worse than the beasts,
end einks below their level. What they do by

the law of their nature, he does against the
.law of hls nature. Hosea peints a dreadful

62. Elmer E. Leslie, The Prochets Tell Their
o 2%ory (New York: The sbingdon Press, 1939), p. 49.
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picture of the impotence and degradation into
which the Israalitel had sunk through their
false worship.

The worship of the golden calves becsme mixed
with the worship of the bull cult or Basl. Also this
would lead to a mingling with the fertility cul? of
which the bull worshiprers were a part. As Hosea spoke
for Jehovah agalnst such practices, he referred to the

bd> (crlf) worshippers of Samaria (Hosea 8:8).

‘ The prophet spoke ovt gpeinet the rractices of
these calf worshiprers 1ln Hosea 13:2 in which he says
that men '\"y".‘_)'(kile) the ! A SA(calf). Another
interyretation for this verse woéld'§ead:

..."3zcrificers of men: let them kiss the calves.
This would also tie the practice of human sacrifice
into the worship cf lerael,

Hosea singled out objecte which pertaln to the
worship of Raal, when he oriticized the practicss of
the people. As for the green vegetation, Hosea
mentioned the n 5. (terebinth), the 77 5N
{oak) and the /7 7lﬁ {poplar) as the groves vhere
the peovla worahipbed. The trunks or stumps of these

trees had a definite meaning for they represented

63. Joseph S. Exell, The %%g;;ggl,lél§%££2£2£.
1ggig%agz.zzgnng§g (New York; Fleming H. Rewell Company),
p. 165.
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‘sherzh or wife of Baal.

The places of worship were definitely of importance
end Hosea points out that there were certaln places
which the worshippers frequented,

In Hosea 4:13, the prophet speaks of two such
rlaces. 7 /1 (mountsin) indicates that the place used
was high or in keeping with the term in Cana:-nite
worshi; "high place."

¥ountain-tops and hills were favorite places for

iolatrous worship; because men thought, that they
were nearer to heaven and the delty.84
Also worship was oarrisd on upon the 17 13 (hill)
for the same reason. In Hosea 10:8, the teém - get
{high place} is used to signify these plsces of worship.

Other than the practice of kiselng the ocalves,
th=2re are three practices of great significance in the
change for the people into Canaanltish worship.

The first 1e¢ found in Hosea 4:13 where the
prophet speaks of the practice nart (sacrificing)
upon the top of the mountains. The blood sacrifice of
jdolatry nhas besn covered rreviocusly so there ls no

need to cover this topic further except to recall that

64. FKell and Delitzsch, op. ¢i%., p. 163.
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there were human gacrificesg as well as ani. .zl sacrifices
ceing offered to pagan gods.

In the same verse the practice of . & P (burning
incense) whlch means t0 ralse up an odor by burnin:.
%180 included in this is the burnt szcrifice or offering
up smoke from the fat of a victim.

Then in 4:14, Hoses speaks of the practice of
offering a saorifice with the i7$57'? (prostitute)
or teryle prostitute,, .

Qesterley ond Yobinson tzke thie element of
Cana-nite worshly and apply 4t to the first three
el.ovhery of the book of Hosea. They use the supposition
that Zomer was origlnglly a temple prostitute and there-
fore very much a part of the idolatrous worship.

This would account, they believe for the sex-obsession
of Hosea which drove him to do the tring he hated
mnoet~ become tled to a teample prostizuts.65

Though idolatry seemed to be flourishing in
Hosea's dey, the punishment from God was sure to fall
as He declared 1t would. The method of destructlion

He mentloned firat was forgetting or non-mentioning of

65’ 1915: P. 810
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the names of Baal. The word, 7 QT? sctually is
better translated as remember so that 2:17 reads
remember no more the names of Baal.

Hosea speaks agaln of destruction in 8:5 as he
stated;

He hath M J 7 {cast off or rejeoted) thy calf,

J Samaria....... Yea, the calf of Bamarla shall be
broken 1ntog’_‘;_} W tpiecea or splinters).
Or in other words the idola shall be broken intc small
fragments,

Final destruction would come to the golden calves
when ilc kingdom would fall before the Assyrians.

Then the ¢alf would be P l}carried or led) into
o -:ivity, thus taken out of the land by the king of
Assyrls.

This brief discusasion can only give a guick
ineight into the religious conditions prevalling among
the C:nsanltes and the children of Israel durlng
Hesea's prophecy. There has much materlial slready
written upon this subject but for the purpose of studying
the smotions of God and people of the day, thls would
seom sufficient tc aquaint the rcader with prevslling

conditions.,
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them aside to be eternally lest. This would have been
Just reward for their wickedness, They hsd earnad just
such punisbment and kad worksd hsrd for i%.

Ihe choice hefore the psople. Hosea piaces vefcre
the children of Israel one of two cholces, The first
way in which they could ge would be ths way of repentance.
This one is pleaded for by ths Lord through the prophet.

If only Israel would desire it, God esuld hsal tham of
thelr backsliding. The covenant relationshiy would be
reinstated with 1ts promises and blessings. Tsrasl would
be the peculiar people of God ( [ j 77 ). HNo lenger
would the false godes have a placa 4in th; land.

The other alternative was that the paople could
follow the false gods and be rejected. Thay could continue
with their outward form in the worship of @ad but their
affections could be turned to paganism.

The later was the choice of the peopls, They rajected
@od anéd gought refups in the ways of the Cansaniies. This
left the Lord, seemingly to the conly two alternztives
which remained as fermerly stated.

However, as is recorded in the ¥Word cf (od, nelther
wes their fate, Oof found a way of sseing justice prevall
and yet continue to c2l) tne entlifren of Tarael by Fis name,
This came about by the exile., Seemingly the people of Iarsel
were completely rejected but Jod was with them in exile and

brought a remnant back into the promised land,
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When children were born into his home he gave them
nameg which would reveal %to the people their condition as
Viewed by the Lord. Each name seem2d to be weighed with
greaster propketis punishment.
Then the prophet!'s wife left him. He contiaued to
love her and mourned her sbsence. ?hr@ugh this event, God

revealed the fact that Jerzel had done a very similier

i .
deed. The phrase used hers s Y v e [l g

a0

5 '-h—l s N . o?ﬁ; Lange states:

bl SEele e
s..f0r the whole land 1e¢ whoring, whoring away
from Jehsvah (fall away from Jehovah).
evidently = metasphorical expression here designating
apostacy from Jehovah te idolatry, sccording to the
conception of Israel's relation te Jehovesh ae that
of marriage. He who serves idols accordingly commite
whoredom and breasks the marriasge vow, 1e unfaithful to
a lawful spouse, because surrendering himself to a
atranger, with whom no marrisge relation can exiat .57

Some of the derthe of degradation has been noted in the
gection on idolstry.

Tven through the children, Hosea tried to regaln
his unfzithful wife but to no avail. Teslie ztates thst
the wife had been

e...An Tsraelite sanctuary maiden, one of the sscred

harlots such as had thronged Cznaanite High FPlaces as
votaries of the goddess Ashtart. Due to the stubborn
influence of the fertility cult of Basl upon the
religion of my (Hosea's) peopls, the practice of

cultic prostitution was still counteranced at
Tsraelite sancotuaries and was indeed just iaken for

67. mg" Jo &e. p- 24.
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granted by the majority of my people.®8
Hosea had married this prostitute, who had been faithful
for a short while but then he came to the c{lizatlen that
his wife had backslidden into %he old life she had formerly
followea as a votary of the sanctuary.5®
There are many interpretations of these lncldents
in the life of Hosea. Pfeiffer held the opinion that a%
the time of the marriegge, Gomer, the woman Hosea took for
his wife, was a virtueous woman. Then after the first
child was born she became unfaithful., He felf the woman
mentioned in chapter three was different from the wife
mentioned in chapter one. The entire mlsinterpretation
would be beczuse of the linkage of these twe women into
one person.70
Young found it 4ifficult to attribute such a
command to the Person of God. He stated that such an action
by Hosea as marrying s harlot would make his ministry of
no effect.
Consequently, in coxmpeny with many Biblical estudents,
the preszent writer has beccorme more and mors convinced
that the entire episode has s symbollcael significence.

The entire message woe reveeled to the prophet, and

the grophet related thie revelation tc the people.
If thie 1s the case then we can immedistely percelve

the forcefulnes=z and the effectiveness of the message.

68. Leslie, loc. :
€9, %hég. 'pp. &igig.
70. obert H. Pfeiffer, Introduction %o the 014

restament (New York: Harper snd Brothers Publishers,
1947)
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It is forceful and dir=et. It portrays the love c¢f
God for the sinful and adulterous nation and reaches
its climax in the announcement that the children of
Iareoel shall be as= the sand of the s=22,.71

Along with the allegorical and analogical
interpretations of Hosea's marriage rroblem there is the
literal interpretation az& held by many acholars. Even
though E. J. Young does not agree with this interpretation,
he defends their position.

There 1s much to be s2id in defence of thie literal
interpretation. For oae thiag the prophecy reads as
straightforward narrative. At first sight, we receive
the lmpression that thee2 things are to D2 understood
as sptually having taken place. It is perfectly
understandable, then, that many christian expositors
would regard teg literal interpretation as at thie
-point correct,

After considering the msterial which Lazs been
presented in this study it would continue to be an
imposeiblility to present an unshakable statement concerning
the guestion of interpretstion as well ze other probleams.
Theve are, however, insighte into the character of the
provhet, the purpose of God, and the conditlon of the
peopls which can be recognized.

The prophet Hoeea definatsly had the capaclty to love
a woman faithfully even when the circumstances were completely

unfavorable. He also had an unshakable faith in God ané waa

71. Young, 9n. £. p. 246,
72. Ipid.'p. 245,
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willing to take the commande >f God ss litersl. “hia

comblination of love and faith would make =ny man 2 great

M=,



BIBLICGRAPHY

Brown, F., Driver, 8. R., Briggs, C. A. Hebréw gnd English
P ' &52 i_aisg_gﬁ London: Oxford University
ress,

Cheyne, T. K. Czmbridge Bibl 9ghoole snd Colleges
Zh_ Book jé?%gg_g Gamhridgzzzgﬁivaragty %%;aa, 1505.

Clarke, adam. Commentary on the Holy Scriptures. New York:
Carlton and Porter, Vol., IV.

Davidson, B. The Analytical Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon.

London, W l: Samuel Bagster and Sons Limited.

Davlie and Gehman, Westminister Dictionary of the Bible.
Philadelrnis: “aswminister Preas.

Devis, Jonu D. The Westminister Dictionary of the Bible.
Philadelphia- The Yestminister Press, 1944,

Exell, Joseph 8. Elhl&ﬁfl rator, The Minor
Prophets. New York: Fleming H. Revall Company .

Gordon, Alexander R, IA__EmE_n 014 Testament
Léndon' ﬂadder and Stoughton 2%‘%%2

Gray, James C. e Biblical Museum, 0. T. Vol. 10,
"#The Book of Hosea® New York: Anson D. ,/Fl Randolph

ané Company.

Balley, Henry H. Pocket RBibles Esndbook. Chlcago: Henry
H. Halley, 1948,

Harper, Willlam Rainey. Amos and Hosea, The International

g;;; ga% %ggggg&g;x. New York: harles Seribner's
gons, 05.

Henderson, Ebenezor &9_9_. of the Twelve Kimor Provhets

Philadelphia; , English, and Co. 1868.
Keil, c F. and Delitznch F. Biblical Commentary on the
est wolve Minor Prophets. London:

Clark 900.



Koehler, L. and Baumgartner, W. A Lexicon in Veteris
Testamenty Libros. Grande Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1951.

Lange, J. P. and Schaff, Philip. A Commentary on the
Holy Scriptures, The Minor Prophets New York:
Scribner, Armstrong and Company, 1876.

Leslie, Elmer A. 014 Testament Religion Nashville:
Abingdon-Cokesgbury Press, 1936,

Leslie, Elmer E. The Prophets Tell Their Own Story
New York: The Abingdon Press, 1839.

Livingston, Herbert Syllsbus of Hebrew Religion infthe
Msking. Wilmore, Ky: Asbury Tehological Seminary.

Livingstone, Herbert Hebrew Prophet Consciousness,
unpublished doctoral Adlesertation summitted to Drew

University, 1945.

Livingston, Herbert Syllabus, Introduction to 014 Testament
Wilmore, Ky: Asbury Theological Seminary.

Marchline, John The gnteggreter's Bible, The Book of Hosea
New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury Press.

McFadyen, John Edger Introduction to the 014 Testament
London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1906.

Mendenhall, Gec. E. Law and Covenant in %srael and the
ylvanis:

Anclent Nezr East Pittsburgh, Penns The
Blblical ColloGgulium, 19855,

Qesterley, W.0.E., and Robinson, T. H. An Introduction

to the Books of the 0ld Testament KNew York: The
Macmillan Co., 1934,

Ostborn, Cunner Yahweh's ¥ords and Deede ©Sweden: A. B.
Lundequistaka Bakhenddn, Uppsala, 1951.

Owen, G. Frederick pAbraham to Allenby, Grand Rapids
Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmane Publishing Company, 1643.

Patterson, John The Goodly Fellowehip of the Prophets
New York: Charles Scribners Sons, 1948,

preiffer, Robert H. Introduction to the 014 Testament
New York: Harper and Brothers Publishers, 1947.



Snalth, Norman H. rhe Distinctive Ideas of the 0ld
Testament. London; 1ae hpworth Press, 19LL

Snalth, Ycrman . Amos, Hosea, and Micah, prorth
ireacher's Commentaries. london; The rpworth Press
956

Young, gdward J. An Introduction to the 01d Testament
Grand Rapids, Michizan; wm. 5., smerdman Publishing
Co., 1910




	Coypright page 2015
	1957 HASH,RICHARD_ HOSEAPROPHET OF GOD'S LOVE
	Book title
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 
	Page 



