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PREFACE.

O

THE Addresses published in this Book were delivered

at Public Meetings in connection with the Annual

Assembly of the Independent Methodist Chuarches, in
various years and places, between 1879 and 1g9oo. The

topics were mostly chosen by Local Committees of

"Churches where the audiences assembled. Hence

there 1s little sequence 1 the Order of Subjects, and
some overlapping 1n thought and expression were
inevitable. It had been my earnest desire to recast the
matter and to present 1t more methodically, but the
claims for service in the Denomination and other
spheres have prevented this intention being carried

out. The Book is therefore issued in its present form

~with the hope that it may assist in making clear the

aims and commending the practice of A Free Church

- and A I'ree Ministry.
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INDEPENDENT METHODIST CHURCHES,

I. OUTLINE OF HISTORY, DOCTRINES,
- AND POLITY.

THE Denomination whose doctrines and polity are

~ herein set forth embraces about one hundred and fifty
Churches, located chiefly in Lancashire, Y orkshire, and
several Northern Counties, but their principles are
shared and carried out by far more numerous isolated
bodies of Christians in England, America, Canada, and
in almost all parts of the world.

Many of the Churches in the Denomination owe their
origin to the missionary spirit which animated the
founders of the system and their followers; but- others
are off-shoots, almost invariably from some branch of
the Methodist family. It may be safely affirmed, how-
~ ever, that in all instances, although the place of origin

- may have been widely distant, and entirely independent
of any similar movement elsewhere, the fundamental
principle at the foundation of the Church has been the

- -same. In every case it has been a revolt against the

arbitrary exercise of ministerial authority in the Church.
-The particular occasion and form of such capricious use
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of power have often beén different, but the spirit of
lordship over the brethren has always been similar;
and the aim of those who have resented the ministerial -_
domination has been to found a Church whose SOVern-
ment shall not be in exclusive hands, but in those of
the members themselves, and whose bc.ISIS of operations
shall provide scope for the. Iullest development of the
spiritual capacities, powers, and usefulness of each
member of the body. ' -

Thus, while the Churches comprising the DenOmiHa- .
tion are not all radiations from one common centre,
they are, nevertheless, perfectly homogeneous in senti-
ment, and completely harmonious in principle. In not
a few 1nstances, Churches have existed separately and
independently for years, and, on becoming acquainted
with the Denomination, they have been surprised
to recognize their own views in practice, and to behold
their aspirations realized in the experience of previously
unknown co-workers. Such a fact, besides displaying
the unity of aim and sentiment which characterizes the:
various Churches in the Denomination, goes far to
~demonstrate the need for and to justify our sepamte
existence as a branch of the Churoh of Christ.

ORIGIN OF THE DENOMINATION.

As stated in the Address on Independent
Methodism in the Past,” the Denomnntlon had 1ts

origin about the year 1797. Consider able dlssatlsfactlon
prevailed in the Wesleyan Society at \Warrmgton,_
Lancashire. ' |
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Se\ eml brethren on the plan were able. preachers,
| and more popular in the circuit than the Superintendent
‘Minister himself ; but he thought proper to exclude these
brethren from the more important pulpits. Noallegations
 were preferred against these brethren touching either
 ability, character, or doctrine. Their appointments to
- minor Churches in the circuit were continued; but by
the ministerial fiat the pulpits of the larger Churches
were barred against them. As they were successful
labourers in word and doctrine, men whose fame was
in all .the Churches, considerable agitation and
- unpleasantness ensued. This unhappy state of things
was intensified by the arbitrariness of the Superintendent
in matters of finance. The result was that the brethren
- who would not submit to this dictation were severed:
from the Old Body and founded a Church, which soon
afterwards secured a lo'c:'Lti'oni at Friar’'s Green, where
1t has continued to exist for more than one hundred
years, the centenary being celebrated in 1397. .
Such, briefly, was the origin of the oldest Church in
" the Denomination ; and in general characteristics, it
_-port_rays.the hlStOI‘} of every Church in the Union

‘which has had a separate and independent formation.
- The friends composing the Church were in the first
" 1nstance styled “ Quaker Methodists,” because they .
e were_)omcd bv sev eral members of the Society of Friends,
. becmuse most of them a.d0pted the Quaker fashion of

- L'dI ess and fmther they were 1mmbued with Quaker views

- of the \’IlnIStI‘V ; but after some years they adopted the
- title  ““Independent Methodists ”—¢ Independent”
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signifying that the Church was self- cJ'overned, all the
members having a voice in the management of Church
matters; and ‘“ Methodist,” indicating the doctrines
‘preached and form of worship and means of grace. In
other towns and districts Churches holding. the same

views have been formed, styling themselves ¢ Free -

Gospel- Churches,” ¢ Christian Brethren,” ‘ Lay
Churches,” &c. In the ye'é,’r 1854 (after the Union had
existed for nearly fifty years under the title of “ Inde-
pendent Methodists ”’) the Churches associated together
 agreed, for the purpose of common identification, and to
express more clearly their position regarding the unpaid

character of the Ministry, to style themselves in. their

aggregate or collective capacity ‘“The United Free
' Gospel Churches,” at the same time retaining their
own local designations. In 1898 this decision was
reviewed and by a unanimous vote the Annual Assembly
reverted to the older title, and the Dehomination 1S now
styled the “ Independent Methodist Connexion.”

DOCTRINES.

_ e . .
The doctrines preached 1n our Churches are those
commonly expressed by the term Evangelical. These,

shortly stated, embrace belief in the existence of one
only living and true God, the eternal, omnipresent,

omniscient Being, perfectly holy and just, infinitely wise

and good, the Creator and Governor of the Universe ;
- also in the Holy Trinity ; in the Deity and Humanity of-_. _
~ the Lord ]esus Chngt the Son of God; and o the -
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Divinity and Personality of the Holy Spirit, three
Persons but one God. _
H - ,
We believe that, through the fall of our first parents
from the state of innocence in which they were created,
all men inherit a morally diseased nature, and although

“all are not equally depraved, all have, by actual trans-
gression, renderedthemselves liable to eternal per-

dition.

- We believe th'lt the Lord Jesus Christ, by his death
on the Cross, offered an atonement, a propitiatory
~ sacrifice, for the sins of all mankind.

- And, further, that every truly penitent sinner, on
forsaking his sins, and trusting wholly in Christ for
salvation, receives pardon, and through the Holy Spint
an assurance of acceptance with God ; and that through

" the same grace he is justified, und by the blood of Jesus,

which cleanseth from all sin, he 1s sanctified and fitted
tor the inheritance of the saints in light.

11I.

- We believe in the Resurrection of the dead, the
raised body being spiritual and immortal; and in
a General Judgment, when those who have neglected
~ the salvation offered through the mercy of God shall
““ depart into everlasting punishment ;”” and those who

have accepted redemption through Christ shall be
received into ‘‘ life eternal.” '

_ IV.
We accept the Bible as the revelation of God’s will
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to man, revering its truths as of Dlvme authorlty
' recelvmo‘ it as wrltten by holy men of God 1nsp1red by
the Holy Spirit, and as containing the Words of eternal
life, and man’s only safe guide along the ; ]ourne3 of life
to the land of endless joy and blessedness.

Subscription to the articles of belief held by the
Churches 1s not ’Lbsoluteb 2 condition of membershlp 3
but it is obviously very desirable, where every member
is actively engaged in Christian work, that general
unity of teaching should prevail. Indeed, it is probable
that in all cases the usefulness of a Church 1s impaired
by persons of mature judgment remaining in it after
they have discarded its fundamental beliefs.

CHURCH CONSTITUTION AND POLITY.

Every follower of Christ, professing to have ex-
perienced a change of heart, and giving evidence by his
life and attendance at the means of grace (usually the
class or Fellowship meeting or the Lord’s Supper
Service), that by conversion he has passed from death
unto life, and from the power of Satan unto God,
and agreeing with our polity, 1s eligible for Church
membership. 1
- The entire management of the 'Lff'ms of the Church
is vested in the members thereof, only thoqe ot full age,
Thowever (as a rule), exercising the right to vote. The
affairs thus vested in the Church include the appoint-
ment of preachers, the election of officers, the reception
and dismissal of members, the control of finances, the
ownership (through trustees appointed by the Church)
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‘of chapel and school property, and all other matters
~ concerning the work and organization of the Church.

- This right of self-government 1s exercised in various
B ways, as each Church may determine. In some cases,
the extreme democratic principle 1s followed, and all
matters, trivial as well as important, are brought before
a general meeting of the Church members; but more
commonly, the delegative or representative principle
_obtains, and details are worked out by a committee or
by officers, usually called Leaders, Elders, Deacons,
and Stewards; but these are appointed by and respon-
‘sible to the Church, giving account of their proceed-
ings quarterly or annually as may be appointed ; and
thus the central principle of the Church being the seat
and source of authority 1s maintained.

1THE MINISTRY.

The most capable and gifted brethren are called by
~ the Church to exercise their talents in the ministry.
Where Churches are small, there will probably at most
be only one brother suitable for pulpit service ; but, asa
“rule, if the Church has been long enough in existence,
‘and has been faithful in training her sons, there will at
 least be several to whom the work of preaching the
'Gospel and edlfymg the Church will be committed as a
.",sacred trast. | . | | | |
‘As a consequence of the plurality of preachers in the
- Church, in harmony with the teaching of our Saviour

22

‘that it is ““ more blessed to give than to receive,” and in
accordance with Apostolic practice and injunction, their

C
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services are rendered w1thout fee or reward, the noble
eYample of the Apostle Paul, who maintained himself
by the labour of his hands, and assisted his brethren,
and enjoined the like course ‘upon the Bishops and
Elders of the early Churches, bem‘:r the true assurance
of a perfectly disinterested and faithful ministry.

But as weak Churches require help from time to tlme '
and as it is the duty of thé Church to go into all the,
world and preach the Gospel to every creature, obliga-
tions which cannot always be discharged by those who
‘are settled in business or following fixed avocations,
brethren are chosen as Evangelists, to oo from place to
place, building up feeble Churches, and proclaiming the
Gospel in new fields of labour ; and, whilst so engaged,
whether permanently or periodically, they may, if so
requiringit, be maintained by the voluntary contributions
of the Churches, for the same Apostle who enjoined
upon resident ministers the duty of maintaining them-
selves, claimed for Evangelists the ‘“ right to liveof the
Gospel. ”

Believing that clerical distinctions, such as the title
“Rev.” and other ecclesiastical prefixes, as well as
clerical dress, exert a baneful influence, and are a
hindrance to the work of the Church, we wholly discard
all such distinctions. 'We not only refrain from using
clerical and ministerial titles among ourselves, we

decline on principle to recognize them as rlghtfully
belonging to others. '

CIRCUITS OR DISTRICTS. - .
Chmches W1thm convement dlst'mce f1om each
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other arrange themselves by their own action in
circuits or districts, for promoting the interchange of
preachers, for mutual counsel and advice, and for
friendly intercourse, as well as for combined effort in the
work of extending the Redeemer’s Kingdom.

ANNUAL ASSEMDBLY.

A meeting of representatives appointed by the
Churches is held annually, at which reports and
statistics of the condition and progress of the Churches
are received, and recommendations made swhich it is
hoped may conduce to greater efficiency and secure
enlarged prosperity. The assembly has no legislative
functions, being purely consultative, 1ts resolutions
depending for vitality and usefulness upon their loyal
acceptance by the Churches. |

CONNEXIONAL LITERATURE.

We issue monthly a Magazine, which 1s the organ of
the Union and medium for communicating intelligence
of the work of the Churches. We also publish a
~Hymn Book, which has been warmly appreciated by
some high authorities on hymnology.
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1I. OUR DENOMINATIONAL AIMS.
[As/zfozz rnder -Lyne, 1879.]

Our 1’11188101’1 as a Denomlnatlon is to do our share mn
winning the world for Christ. Of course, all Christian
 bodies claim that as their object. From those gentle-
men whose altar-lights and, vestments and postures are
¢iving Parliament and the Ecclesiastical Courts so much
trouble, down to Mrs. Girling,* who is a source of great
perplexity to the magistrates in Hampshire—all are
professedly aiming to bring the world to Christ. We
must, therefore, have some clearer definition. Stlll I
do not want to part hastily with that definition. I am
for this Denomination, but I am for Christ first. We
stand firmly as a religious community to our Denomina-
tional principles; but our object is not mere Denomina-
tionalism. We simply regard our Denomination as a
means to an end—that end Deing the spread of the
Gospel of our ‘Lor‘d]esus Christ. Looking, then, at
our Denomination from this point of view, I should say
our mission 1s threefold. ' '

1. It is to sustain and develop the Spmtual Llfe
peculiar to Methodism.

2. It 1s to sustain and develop the Free Church Life.
characteristic of Independency.

3. It is to restore among (Jhrlstlans the Personal

. Activity in the cause of Chust whlch dlstmoulshed the."
- Apostohc age. ' '

—_— ~srrciom.

* Head of the * Shaker " community in the New Forest.
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PERSONAL EFFORT IN APOSTOLIC TIMES.

Now, confining myself to the last point only, it will
be admitted that Christianity in its early days was
sustained and propagated by Individual Agency. The
three thousand converted on the day of Pentecost did
not return to their own countries and settle down
under - the ministration of the Word by somebody
else: they became evangelists, bearing with them
the Ulorlous truth they themselves had received, and
carrying 1t to others. Every fresh convert was a dis-
‘tinct addition to the propagating forces of the new
" faith; and by these means the Gospel triumphed over
- persecution and surmounted every obstacle, until
Imperlal Rome bowed at His sceptre and owned Chrlst
conquerer. '
STATE PAfRQNAGE.

But a new power was brought into play for the
advancement of the Christian religion. The State un-
fortunately took up the work, and there followed an
experiment for more than a thousand years of how
“monarchs, and rulers, and governments would bring the
world to Christ. I need not trace the hlstory of that
exPerlment ~You know 1t 1s wrltten in Wrong, oppres-
sion, blood and failure. We now see clearly that the
Civil Power cannot help us in this work, and our trouble
to-day is how we may shake off such remnants of that
huge wrong and failure as remain.

~ CHRISTIAN WORK BY -PROXY. .

-But during the last hundred years or more another



22

experiment has been tried, which, without meanmg any
offence, we call a System of Proxy. Under this system
Christian men have joined themselves together and

agreed to set apart and pay one man to discharge the
‘active religious duties of the whole body. Now, I
- should be ashamed to say one word against the Brethren
employed under this system. As a class, I speak ot
them with esteem and reverence. A hlge measure of
success has attended their ministry; and seeing the
state of Enaland to- day I durst not, if I had the power,
stop the mouth of a single true minister of Christ,
although he be salaried. But there are several things I
dare affirm about this system. In the first place, the
system of sustaining and propagating religion by proxy
will never win the world for Christ. I want to be
clearly understood. I do not believe that the work
of spreading Christianity can be carried on without
money. [¥¢ want money ; and if there is anybody with
us simply because it is cheaper, then I despise such a
motive. Nor do I think the world will be brought to
Christ wholly without paid labour. But 1t 1S one thmg,
to use paid effort where it is really needed, as in the
case of evangelistic work, and it is another thinq '

altogether to make it the basis of your Church eustence '
and operations.

' INADFQUACY OF THE PAID SYSTEM

The Paid System 1S bremkmo‘ down on evely hand.
The Church of England can go no further—the supp]y_
of clergy is deficient ; more funds cannot be raised, and
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the cry is that unpaid labour must be utilized. The
Nonconforming bodies are moving in the same direction.
Wesleyan and Primitive and other forms of Methodism
have long been sustained largely by unpaid effort, and
Congregationalists and Baptists feel they must extend
this branch of their ministerial service. Look for a
moment at the foreign mission field. We raise in
England, I suppose, about £2,000,000 for the conver-
sion of the heathen world. We provide about one man
tor every 100,000. Waill the world ever be won for
Christ at that rate > The task is impossible! At
home, the world is gaining upon us. Population grows
faster than Church membership everywhere. We,
therefore, need to broaden the daszs of our religious
activity.* You have done this in Politics. F ormerly
government was in the hands of a few, but now every
householder must play his part as a citizenn of the
commonwealth. You have done this, too, in the matter
of Education. F ormerly education was in the hands of

a few; now education is in the hands of the people,
- and, thank _God, the Ia_st child is born 1n England who

S — — —

* Compare the two systems [personal service and proxy seruce] We
shall suppose first that we raise money enough to employ, say, two
‘hundred thousand missionaries, and that on an average each of them
- shall be the means of converting, say, ten souls every year, and thus,
- adding to the Church annually two millions of souls, how long would it
take to convert the world by such means ? Upwards of a thousand years.
- Or let us suppose that there are at present one million earnest Christians,
and every hundred of them supports a missionary, We shallalso suppose
that every missionary has ten converts annually, and that every hundred
converts supportanother missionary ;—we should then have ten thousand
missionaries and one hundred thousand converts during the first year.
How long would it take to convert the world ? Upwards of a thousand
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will be allowed to grow up an ignotant Chlld Now we
say, carry this prmmple a step further, and let every
man discharge his own responsibility in the great work
of Religion. If you cannot succeed in politics or
education by pro'xy, still less can you. succeed In
winning the world for Christ. '
APPEAL FOR MEN OQF GREAT TALENTS. |
“Hitherto the unpaid ministry has had a stigma of
~ignorance cast upon it. This has not been deserved,
and in many cases it has been unjust. When men
have been excluded from schools 1t 1s an unworthy
thing to sneer at them for their want of learning; they
should rather be honoured for the consecration of such
talents as they possess. But we do not want an ignorant
ministry for Christ. We say, let the combined piety,

godliness, intellect, culture, refinement, and energy of
the land all be consecrated to Christ. I thmk with

pleasure upon the fact that when the time for rest from
the arduous duties of statesmanship and leglslatlon
comes, men like Lord Selborne, ex-Lord Chancellor,
and Mr. Gladstone find their way into the Sabbath

e e e N e,
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years. The reason is obvious; in any new mission field the increase

would be large at first, because the deaths would be few, but after
some time the increase would be checked. and at length. when the
number of converts had so multlphef] that the deaths should balance
the conversions, the increase would be arrested. But we shall next
suppose that there are at present only one thousand earnest Christians
in the whole world, and that we were to get a higher style of
Christianity, so that every convert would be the means of converting
on an average, ONE SOUL EVERY TWO YEARS, the world with its eleven

hundred millions of souls would be converted in thzrty years.—
Evang. Zzstzc: Bapz’zsm - . g .
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school, and szek to infuse into the hearts of the young
a loving faith in Christ, and to mould their lives by the
blessed hope of the Gospel. But from the higher
‘ministry of the Word of Eternal Life these great and
distinguished men are excluded. The law does this in
the case of the Church of England ; and what the law
does for them custoin does for Nonconformist churches.
We say—Break that barrier down, and wherever there
be piety and gifts suitable—irrespective of clerical or
ministerial orders—Ilet them be 1mpounded for the
highest service of Christ. I might come a little nearer
home. There is a mind of giant intellectual strength,
vigorous will, untiring energy, which can move
Chambers of Commerce® and inspire men to activity in
the great work of temperance reform, and for the attain-
ment of political rights and civil and religious freedom ;
‘and why should not that great intellect, which 1s such
a manifest force in all other relations of life, be con-
secrated to the service of Christ, and from the pulpits
as well as the plazforms ot Lancashire proclaim the
priceless truths.of salvation to our fellowmen ?

PRACTICABILITY OF THESE PRINCIPLES.

But are these ideas practicable? Is it a visionary
" ideal, desirable but unattainable? Or is it one that
may be worked out in life? Can churches be sustained
on such a principle, and Christianity be propagated by
such agency? Well, in reply, I belong to a Church
- that has trled these prmc:lples for smty years. It has

A —
= e

x Mr I—Iugh M'Lson ] PP-, was 1n th_e Chal_r.
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all along been sustained by an unpaid ministry; and - -
to-day we have nearly two hundred members on our

church-roll, over five hundreéd scholars in our Sunday

School, and over five hundred in our Day School, with
Band of Hope, Library, Sick Society, Clothing Club,
and all the accessories of 1ehg10us ‘moral and social
usefulness. Two generations have grown up ‘within its
embrace ; many have been trained up to useful positions
in society, and to discharge their duties as good citizens ;

'many have passed away to the better land, and on

their dying beds have given testimony to the vitality of
“the spiritual life within, and left an assurance that they
were going to be with Christ, which 1s far better.
What stronger evidence of a true Church of Christ can
you have than this? My heart has been cheered to-
day beyond power of utterance by the announcement
that 1in the circle of our little denomination God has
owned the labours put forth by adding to our
‘membership during the past year no fewer than 380
souls, besides a large addition to the church members
on probation. These facts demonstrate the practica-
bility of our principles, and they also bid us to take
courage, to nerve ourselves for greater ef*forts in the
future, and for the exercise of stronger faith in God.
No labour brings such blessed satisfaction to our own
hearts or such rich results as that spent in the service
of Christ. Political work has its reward in the increased
happiness of a nation ; social reform and civil rights add
~ to the comiorts and contentment of a people ; but work

done for Christ is immortal—for when the sun of
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statesmanship has set, when the days of civil life have
ended, and the hour of social advancement 1s spent,
then they that have been wise shall shine as the firma-
ment, and they that have turned many to righteous-
ness as the stars for ever and ever.
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I11. ORIGIN AND INFLUENCE OF (,LERICALQ
R  DISTINCTIONS. '
| Warrington, 1881.]

I think we may with great confidence affirm that the '
pr1nc1ples of Independent Methodism strike their. roots
deep in the practice of the first Christian Churches and
of the Apostles themselves. " A book was published only
recently which I have read with immense pleasure and
satisfaction. It is the Bampton Lectures for 1880. It
is not written by a political Dissenter, always ready to

have a ‘““shot” at the Establishment; 1t is written by e

a Churchman who holds a high position at the Oxford
University. In this work he traces the framework of
the Christian Church from the time of the Apostles.
The author tells us the principles on}which the first

Churches were founded, how they came to appoint

officers, what the positions of those officers were, and
the functions they had to discharge.
NO “““ CLERGY ” NOR “‘ LAITY" IN APOSTOLIC TIMES.
Now the point to which I wish to call your attention
1s this: It is abundantly established by the author of

~ the Bampton Lectures that in the early Churches (and

for a very long time after the Apostolic age) there were
no distinctions between Clergy and Laity. The officers

of the early Churches of whom we read in the Acts ofthe -
Apostles and the Epistles were not clerical at all. Take B

the most ecclesiastical-looking of all the offices m the
New Testament—I mean the office of Bishop. Mr
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‘Hatch tells us that Bishops, which were 1n the plural
- 1n each Church, were not ecclesiastical officers. Bishop
was simply a title borrowed from the civil Government
of the time. Certain civil officers in provinces of the
- empire distant from Rome were styled Bishops or over-
~seers ; and when the members of the early Churches
wanted overseers, they appointed brethren (more than
- one in each Church) and styled them Bishops, as the

Roman civil officers were called. And what Bichop was
among the Romans, Elder was among the Jews. Both
were civil officers originally, and not ecclesiastical.

ORIGIN OF THE DISTINCTION.

- But the author of the Bampton Lectures for 1880
~goes further. He not only shows that no distinctions
- existed among the early Churches between Clergy and
Laity, but he traces the history of those distinctions,
and shows how they originated. Long after the death
of-the Apostles, the spiritual functions of the Church
 were exercised 1n common by all glfted members of the
Church, whether in office or not; but by-and-bye
Bishops began to assume authority, and did not con-
sider 1t quite dignified that they should be preached to
by Laymen. " Hence came the first step: a Layman
must not. pleach in the presence of a Bishop. Then
other officers lifted themselves a step, and no Layman
must preach in the presence of any Church officer
Then came the third step, prohibiting Laymen from
‘preaching at all. From that time the Clergy became a
separate class, absorbing among themselves the spiritual
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tunctions of the Church. Now, later in his book 5
Mr. Hatch defends this separatlon of the (,lercry from-

the Laity. In his judgment the union of the Church

and State was desirable ; but we will take the historical
facts which Mr. Hatch puts before us, and deduce our
own arguments therefrom. And the point I WlSh you
to seize is this, that in the early Churches there were
no distinctions between Ciergy and Laity. It, therefore,
follows that Peter Phillips and other Founders of In-
dependent. Methodism based their system of Church

~organization on the model of the New Testament and

of the early Churches. That being so, such a system
has a fair right to a place in Christendom. We do not
require, as we sometimes think we do, to defend our

system. It has its defence and its justification in the
practice of the Apostles and of the early: Churches, and
it 1s for those who have departed from those principles
to defend and justify their departure. '

INFLUENCE OF THE DISTINCTION.

Now I proceed to another point which is of practical
importance. Ithink all distinctions between Clergy and
Laity are an element of moral and spiritual weakness in
the Church of Christ. 'When a man is set apart from the
business of the world, he is expected to live a purer, a
holier life; and it follows that what are styled Laymen
are contented with a lower plane of splrltual altitude.
- Allow me to 1llust1ate this point by an allusion which is
" not common in these assemblies. I refer to a horse
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race. A few years ago one of the great annual events
in the turf world came off, and when the winning horse
was known a singular thing happened. Editors of
newspapers which support that institution dipped their
pens in ink and were ready to congratulate the winner,
when it occurred to them it would be just as well to know
a little about him. They inquired who the owner of the
fortunate horse was, and they found it was a Mr. King ;
and they asked who was Mr. King. And it turned out
~that he was a clergyman. ‘ Why,” they said, * this
will never do:” and a controversy arose among the
editors as to whether a clergyman ought to enter the
‘turf ring. They were supporters of horse-racing, bear
in mind, but they objected to a clergyman mixing him-
self up with the affairs ofthe turf. In other words, they
had one code of morals for Laymen and another for
Clergymen. And this runs through all society. Mem-
bers of congregations and of Churches generally do not
think they should be expected to live lives of purity and
holiness such as the Clergyman and the minister set
~apart from business 1s expected to live—a state of things
which 1s totally at variance with the teachings of the

Gospel and with the exalted privileges of the Christian
- religion, which call upon all to be Kings and Priests
- unto God.

THE UNREACHED MASSES.

The question 1s often discussed, why so small a pro-

portion of the population of this country is interested
in the cause of Christ.  Arthur Mursell, whose fame as
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a lecturer amongst working men is not excelled Lby any -
man in England, gives us an answer to that question.

He tells us that one great reason why so few workihg
men feel an interest in religion 1s the great gulf-which
separates the Laity from the Clergy ; and therefore, he
says it 1s one of his primary objects in lite to do away
with all badges and distinctions between the Clergy and
Laity. Like Mr. R. W."Dale, a leader among the
Congregationalists, and Mr. Spurgeon, a leader of the
Baptists, Mr. Mursell has discarded Clerical titles
and distinctions, and has thus advanced a step nearer
the basis of the Apostles and the early Churches. '

HIGHEST ALTITUDE OF SELF-SACRIFICE.

There is one further point on which I would like to
say a word. [ think there will be no difficulty 1n
establishing the proposition that the system founded by
Peter Phillips and his co-workers would raise the leaders
of Christian work to a higher elevation of disinterested-
ness and to a grander altitude of self-sacrifice.. You
remember how the Apostle Paul defended his right to
go a warfare at the charge of others. He claimed the
richt as an Apostle to live by the Gospel ; but as we
read his splendid char ge to the BlShOpS at Ephesus, do
we not feel that because he did not exercise his right,
but maintained himself, he stands on a higher plane and

comes nearer the self-sacrificing spirit of the Lord Jesus

Christ ?  Even if it be right to live of the Gospel, St.
Paul shows us that 1t 1s a Cfrandel and noblel thmvf 1mt
‘to exercise the right. |
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CARLYLE’S PEASANT SAINT.

~ As relevant to this point, I would like to quote a
few words from the writings of a great man who has
passed away from us. I allude to Thomas Carlyle. It
1s a passage which I think ought to be cherished in the
heart of and remembered with gratitude by every Inde-
pendent Methodist. ‘“There are,” says Carlyle,
“two men I honour. First, the toil-worn craftsman
that with earth-made implements laboriously conquers
the earth and make her man’s.”” To such Carlyle
says: ‘“Toil on, toil on ; #zo# art in thy duty, be out of
it who may ; thou toilest for the altogether indispensable
~daily bread.” A second man I honour,” he says
‘ and still more highly. Him who is seen toiling for
the spiritually indispensable ; not daily bread, but the
- Bread of Life. Is he not, too, in his duty? If the
poor and humble toil that we have food, must not the
high and more glorious toil for him in return that he
have Light, Guidance, Freedom, Immortality ? These
two in all their degrees I honour. Unspeakably touch-
ing is it, however”—and this is the point I wish to
emphasize—‘‘ Unspeakably touching is it, however. when
I find both dignities united—and he that must toil out-
| wardly for the lowest of man’s wants is also toiling
inwardly for the highest. Sublimer in this world I
know nothing than a Peasant Saint. Such a one will
~ take thee back to Nazareth itself; thou wilt see the
~ splendour of heaven spring forth from the humblest
.' depths of earth like a hght shmmg in darkness.”



IV, ——OUR SCRIPTURAL BASIS

[ Part of a Zectme delivered in ucmous towns]

All our Chu1ches have been established to assert the
rlght of the Church to govern itself and to realise
an open and Free Ministry. Our fathers"foimd good
men expelled from society .at the will of the Superin-
tendent Minister. They were required to- make
contributions of money, of which ne account was
rendered to the Church. They had no voice in
selecting those who should occupy the pulpit; and
when some more gifted brethren were desired by the
Church for pulpit service, they were allowed or
excluded at the caprice of the Superintendent Minister.

Our fathers therefore established Churches which

should in the first place be Methodist Churches, w here
the doctrines of Methodism should be preached, and
the forms of worship and usages of \Iethodmm
observed. ' '

2. They estmbhshed Churches which should be self
governed, each Church having control of all its affairs
both as to the possession of Chapel property, the supply
of the pulpit, the control of finances, and the manage-
ment of all affairs. _ - ] .

3. They established Churches, avoiding the evils of
the one-man ministry by placing the privileges and
responsibilities of pulpit service in the hands of the

most capable and gifted br eth1en m every Church, Wlth- =
.out fee or reward. '
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GOVERNMENT OF THE CHURCH BY THE CHURCH.

Now are these views Scriptural?  We answer that
they are. According to the New Testament the source
of authority 1s in the Church and not 1n any one man.
. Thedirection of Bishops, Ministers, Missionaries, etc.,
was the workofthe Church. Inthe New Testament (Acts
“xv. 22)%we read in reference to a point of doctrine about
_whlch differences arose, ‘“ Then pleased 1t the Apostles
and Elders with the whole Church to send chosen men
of their own company to Antioch’; and that ¢ they
wrote letters by them, after this manner: The Apostles

~and Elders and érez/iren, send greeting, &c.”
~ After Christ’s Ascension when it was desired that
an ‘“Apostle” should be elected 1n the place of Judas,

the Eleven, with the other disciples numbering  about

?)

~one hundred and lwenty,” gave themselves to prayer, and
they elected Matthias by lot. |

It is clear that in these cases, which are examples of
" many others which might be quoted, that the whole
Church was consulted and deliberated upon the matter,
~ that the decision arrived at was the decision of the whole
- Church, and on the question of disputed doctrine the
communication declaring the decision was issued in the
name and on behalf of the whole Church, and not of

~ the Apostles and Elders only.

~ Clergymen and ordained ministers generally regard
themselves as holding offices and positions of authority
‘over the Church. This was not the case in the early

~days of Chrlstlamty, for we find Paul and other
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Apostles subject to the duectlon of the Church The_
followmc e*ca.rnples will sustam thIS conclusmn el

Acts- xiv. 23..

‘And when fhey had ordained for them elders in.'evefy
- Church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended
them to the Lord, on whom they had believed.’ '

Acts*xv. 2.

““ The Brethrern determined that Paul and Barnabas,
and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem
unto the Apostles and Elders about this question.”

By these passages it is clear that appointments to
offices and to service were made by the Church. .

[t will be observed that the word ¢ Elders”’ is in the
plural, there being no such practice in the time of the
- Apostles as one man takmg the government and
ministry of a Church. ' '

The Apostles, no doubt, exercised a powerful
influence in the deliberations of the Churches. Even
they, however, did not over-rule the Church, but
obtained the judgment of their brethren by means of
arguments addressed to their understanding, and
directed by that Spirit who was to guide them into all
truth. If Apostles accepted direction from the Church

much more may we regard authority of members of the
'Church as supreme. P

THE SCRIPTURES AND THE MINISTRY.

So much then for the Scriptural view of self-govern-
ment in the Church, and now I ask your attention to
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“the Scriptural view of the Ministry. On this question
“our fathers accepted and we have followed the lead of
the Society of Friends. It i1s true, that in the New
Testament as in the Old, the principal islaid down that
those who preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel;
but we maintain that this refers to evangelists, to those
who go about from place to place, who cannot therefore
be engaged 1n business or have settled occupations.
Now what say the Scriptures on these points; to the law
and the testimony.

Lo ' - Matt. x. 8, 9, 10.

‘“Freely ye have received, freely give. Provide
neither gold, nor silver, nor brass in your purses; no
‘scrip for your journey : neither two coats, nor shoes, nor
yet staves; for the workman is worthy of his meat.”

Luake x. 7.

““ And in the same house remain, eating and drinking
such thmgs as they g1ve for the labourer 1s worthy of
“his hire.” .

It 1s obvious, therefore, that the “labourer”
'inentio'ned as ‘“ worthy of his hire” has no fixed abode,
“but is an apostle or evangelist, journeying from place to

place. We have called out brethren, and without

- inducements being held out to them, they have entered

~ upon evangelistic work, trusting to God through the

 Churches of the Union for their maintenance. In this

~ matter we attach very great 1mportance to the practlce "
~ and precepts of the Apostle Paul himself. What does

he say himself, and what is said of him ?
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- Acts xviu. 3. - _
¢ And because Paul was of the samc craft, he abode ]

w1th them, and w**ought for by the1r occupat1on they'
were tent-makers. ’ |

| Acts xx 17, 28 34, 35 _
- ““And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to .
the elders of the Church.” . And said : '
~ ““ Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the
flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you
overseers, to feed the Church of God. '

“Ye vyourselves know that these hands have ]

ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were
with me. ' B

““T have showed you all things, how that so labour-
ing ye ought to support the weak, and to remember the -
words of the Lord ]esus, how he said, It is more blessed -
to give than to receive. '

These passages show that Paul maintained himself
by working at his own trade, and he enjoined the.
elders to follow his example in this respect. Indeed,
it is obvious that much of this address by Paul, as well |
as other utterances by the Apostle, is desw'ned to pre-
vent those ministering the Word allowing themselves
to be ch’u o'emble to the Church, the speaker urging in
the stronfrest manner that they should maintain them-'
selves, 'md ’llSO o feed the Church of God . |

- Acts vi. 2-0..

’lhe 'Lppomtment of seven Deacons in ch'a1ge of

temp01al affairs (relief of w1dows and the poor) 1s some-
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“times quoted in justification of a line of demarcation
‘between the work of the Ministry and other Christian
work, setting apart certain brethren for the more secz/ar
affairs of the Church; but on referring to verse 8 it
‘will be found that Stephen, although appointed to
‘“serve tables,” was “ full of faith and power,” and did
‘“ oreat wonders and miracles among the people.” And

he was honoured to be the first on the illustrious roll of
Christian martyrs. '

RIGHT TO LIVE OF THE GOSPEL.

But does not Paul say, ministers have a right to live
of the Gospel ?  Our answer is ‘“ yes.” This refers to
the evangelist: a brother goiﬁg about from place to
place as a herald of the Gospel. But Paul shows that
whilst he had the right as an apostle or evangelist to
live of the Gospel, yet he did not exercisé his right.

I Cor. 1x. 5, 14, 15, 18.
, W Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife,
as well as the apostles, and the brethren of the Lord
and Cephas ?

‘““ Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which
preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel.”

- ““But I have used none of these things. .

““What 1s my reward then? Verily that When I
preach the Gospel, I may make the Gospel of Christ
without charge, that I abuse not my power in the
Gospel.” ' : - 1
S 1 Thess. 1. q.

- ““For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail,



40

for labouring night a,nd dd} : beca.use we would not be

- chargeable unto any of you we preached unto you the

Gospel of God.”
- Thec;s 111. 8 Q..

 Neither did we eat any man’s bread for nought ; but
wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we
might not be chargeable to any of you. =~ * =
- “ Not because we havé not power, but to make
ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us.” .

Thus in addressing the elders at Ephesus, Paul
admits no claim whatever for #em to “live of the
Gospel, ” because they were residents at Miletus, and
ought to maintain themselves. - But in these passages
addressed to the Corinthians and Thessalonians, Paul
defends his right, as an apostle or evangelist “pro-
claiming ”’ the Gospel, to be chargeable to them ; but /e
did 1ot exercise lus right when he might have a’o;ze SO
jealous was he lest the preaching of the Gospel became
a matter of pecuniary consideration and gain, which
Paul regarded as 1n1m1ml to the spmt and success of
the Gospel ' '

THE REVISED VERSION AND OUR PRINCIPLES.
|\ Paper (abridged ) read at Warringion, 1881.] '

It would be most unfair to judge with favour or other-
~ wise the work of the Revision of the New Testament

because it strengthens or weakens the position of a

partlcular denomination. The truth must beheld sacred

and we must follow wherever it leads. It is, therefore, "
a ma,tter of considerable interest and 1mportance to
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know how the new Revision affects our distinctive
principles. Does it indicate that any position we have
taken up as a denomination is unsound? Or, is its
tendency to confirm our views$ on the ministry and
Church polity ? I have to ask you to read with me a
number of passages bearing on the subject; observethe
alterations (indicated by CAPITAL LETTERS), and
then consider whether the conclusions I shall draw from
“them are fair and legitimate.

THE LABOURER WORTHY OF HIS HIRE.

AV, Matth. x. 8, g, 10. R.V.

Freelv yve have received, Freely ye received, freely
freely give. Provide neither give. GET you no gold, nor
gold, nor silver, nor brass in silver, nor brassin vour purses;
your purses. Nor scrip for no WALLET foryourjourney;
‘your journey, neithertwo coats, = neither two coats, nor shoes,
neither shoes, nor yet staves, nor staff; for the labourer is
for the workman is worthy of  worthy of his FOOD.
his meat. '

- Luke x.

And 1n the same house And in ’IHAT same house
remain, eating and drinking remain, eating and drinking
such things as they give; for such things as they give; for
the labourer is worthy of his the labourer is worthy of his
hire. hire.

Acts xiv. 23.

And when they had ordained And when  they " had
~them elders in every churchand APPOINTED FOR them
- had prayed with fasting, they elders in every church, and had
- commended them to the Lord, prayed with fasting, they
~on whom they believed. commended them to the Lord,

- - on whom they HAD beheved

Acts XV. 2.

- Thev determined that Paul The BRETHREN AP.

and Barnabas, and Certam other = POINTED that Paul and Bar-
of them, should go up to nabas,andcertainother of them,
-~ Jerusalem unto the apostlesand  should go up to Jerusalem unto
elders about this question. the apostles and elders about
- * this question.
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The term ‘“ ordained,”

often quoted as a justification

for the ““ ordination * of ministers, disappears, with the

New Version, which

simply means

shows that the original word
‘““ appointed.” v | ‘

~ BISHOPS TO MAINTAIN THEMSELVES.

The next passages are of considerable importance..

- AV.

And because he was of the
same cratt, he abode with them,
and wrought, for by their occu-
pation they were tentmakers.

~Acts xviil. 3.

R.V.

- And because he was of the
same TRADIL, he abode with
them, and they wrought; for by
their TRADE they were tent-

mal«:ers

Acts xx. 17, 28, 34. 35.

And from Miletus he sent to

Ephesus, and called the elders
ot the Church.
- Take heed theretore unto
yourselves, and to all the flock,
over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to
feed the Church of God.

Yea, ye yourselves know, that
these hands have ministered
unto my nccessmes,and to them
that were with me.

I have showed you all things,
‘how that so labouring you ought
to support the weak, and to re-
member the words of the Lord

Jesus, how He said, It is more

blessed to give than to receive.

The alteration of “ Overseers ”’

. BlShOPS

And from Miletus he sent to
Ephesus, and called to him the
elders of the Church. -

Take heed unto vourselves
3

and to all the flock, IN the

which the Holy Ghost hath
made you BISHOPS to feed
the Church of God.

Ye yourselves know that
these hands ministered unto
my necessities, and to them
that were with me. '

- In all things I gave you an

EXAMPLIE how that so labour-
ing ye oughtto HELP the weal,
and to remember the words of
the Lord Jesus, how He HIM-
SELT said, It is more blessed

to give than to receive.

in the Old Version to

in the New Version is worthy of ‘note.

Frequently, the point of this passage has been averted:

by the assertion that ¢ Overseer ”

~ officer in the Church; but we now have it upon the

meant some inferior -



43

authority of the Revisers of the New Testament that
‘this is not so, but that it was the ¢ Bishops’ whom
Paul called upon to follow his example and labour for
Whether it

* or, as the

their own maintenance as he had done.

was better to translate the word ¢ Bishops,
Revisers give it always in the margin, “ Overseers,” 1
am not prepared to say; but having decided to use the
word ‘‘ Bishop,” I am glad they have been consistent,
and inserted it in the above passage, for it is the
heaviest blow that could be given to the Salaried System
that even the Bishops should be required to maintain

themselves.

RIGHT OF EVANGELISTS TO MAINTENANCE.

In the subjoined passages, Paul shows that whilst he
had the right as an Apostle or Evangelist to live of the

- Gospel, yet he did not exercise his right.

A.V. 1 Cor. 1x.

- Have we not power to lead
about a sister, a wife, as well as
other Apostles, and as the
brethren of the
- Cephas?-

- Even so hath the Lord or-
dained that they which preaci
the Gospel should hxe of the
Gospe]

Lord and

3, 14, 15, 18. R.V.
Have we no right to lead
about a wife THAT IS A

BELIEVER, even as the rest of

the Apostles, and the brethren
of the Lord and Cephas?

Even so did the Lord ordain

“that they which PROCLAIM

the Gospel should live of the
Gospel.

PALLS PERSOD\AL EXAMPLE.

" But I have used none of these

‘things. What 1s my
reward then ? Verily that, when
-1 preach the Gospel, I may
- make the Gospel of Christ
- without charge, that I abuse not
- my power 1n the Gospel.

But I have used none of these
things. . What then is
my reward? That when I
preach the Gospel, I may malke
the Gospel without charge, so
as NOT TO USE TO THE

FULL MY RIGHT in the
Gospel. -
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AV 1 Thess. i, g.  R.V.

For ye remember, brethren, @ For xe remember brethren,
our labour and travail: for . ourlabour and travail: working
labouring night and day, night and day, that we might
‘because we would not be not BURDEN any of ‘you, we
chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the Gospel

preached unto you the Gospel - of God.
of God. -

2. Thess iii. 8, 9.

Neither did we eat any man’s Neither d1d we eat bread for
bread for nought; but wrought noughtatanyman’s HAND,but
with labour and travail mvht in labour and travail, wor]\mf"- -
and day that we might not e night and day, that we nnﬂ’ht

chargeable to any of you. not BURDEN any ot you.
Not because we have not Not because we have not

power, but to make ourselves the right, but to make ourselves

- an eneample unto you to follow an ensample unto you that ye
us. should IMITATIZ

- WHO MAY AND MAY NOT BE MAINTAINED.

It is important to note that the word ‘ preach” is
rendered ¢ proclaim,” showing that the idea is that
of a herald going forth from place to place proclaiming
the glad tidings of salvation. In other words, it is not
the stated Bishops or Ministers of a Church who
‘have a right to ““live of the Gospel,” it is the herald
or Evangelist who journeys from place to place
““proclaiming ” the Gospel, and who under such cir-
cumstances cannot always maintain himself. The
following passages add additional force to what has
been said :— . s

AV. 1 Tim i 7. RV

Whereunto I am ordained a Whereunto IwaeAPPOINT-
preacher and an apostle. - ED a preacher and an apostle.
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ALY,

- Let the elders that rule well
be counted worthy of double
honour, especially they who
labour in the word and doctrine.

For the Scripture saith, Thou

shalt not muzzle the ox that
treadeth out the corn. And
The labourer is worthy of his
reward.

1 Tim. v.

T 1 R.V.

Let the elders that rule well
be counted worthy of double
honour, especially those who
labour in the word and 1in
TEACHING.

For the Scripture saith,Thou
shalt not muzzlethe ox WHIEN
he treadeth out the corn. And,
The labourer is worthy of his

HIRE.

1 Tim. 1. 2, 3., S.

A bishop then must be blame-
less, given to hospitality
not given to wine

not O'reed\ of filthy lucre.

Likewise must the deacons be
grave . not greedy of
filthy lucre '

The bishop theretore must be
WITHOUT REPROACH,

. . temperate given
to hospitality aptto
teach no lover of
money,

Deacons in like manner must
be grave not greedy

of filthy lucre.

Titus 1. 5.

Ordain elders i every city.

1. Pet. v.

The elders which are among
you I exhort, who am also an
elder.

FFeed the flock of God which
is among vou, taking the over-
sight thereof, not b) constraint
but willingly; not for filthy
lucre, but of a ready mind.

- Neither as being lords over
 God’'s  heritage, Dbut Dbeing
~ensamples to the flock.

APPOINT elders in every
ity

Te 2; %

The elders therefore among

you I exhort, who am a fellow
elder.

TEND the flock of God which
1s among you, EXERCISING
the oversight,not OF constraint,
but willingly, according unto

God; NOR YET for filthy lucre,

but of a ready mind; neither as
lording it over THIE CHARGE
allotted to you., but MAKING

YOURSELVES cnsamples to
the flock.

The injunctions against being greedy of filthy lucre
~were given alike, 1t will be observed, to Deacons and to
Bishops, showing that both were engaged in some kind
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o trade or busmess and both were warned agamst__'

greediness of gain in following the1r usual avocatlons'
and pursults ' | o o

SU\I\IARY OF CO\TCLUSIO\TS

VVlth the above passages before us, I thmk we are
now in a position to answer the mqulry, How the

Revision affects our Denomlnatlonal P11nc1ples ? And R

I think there can be no question but that our Con—_'
nexional views are supported and strengthened by 1t.
The New Version confirms and makes even cleare1 than
the Authorised Version the following points :—
1. That Bishops, Elders, and others, who were
Pastors and Ministers resident with Churches, were
required to maintain themselves and that the present '
practice of makmcr a trade or profe851on as a stated and
~settled minister 1s wholly contrary to.the teachmg and -
spirit of the New Testament Th1s VIEW 1S conhrmed -
by the fact that Bishops and Elders were in the plural .
number in each Church, for as there were several in
~ every Church it is obvious that they could not be
salaried Ministers or Pastors. The Bishops and Elders
not only maintained themselves, but gave of thelr means" *
to support the Churches. ‘ _
2. That the ““labourer” who has a rlght to “live of
the Gospel ” 1s he who Journeys from place to place
““ proclaiming” the Gospel. In other words, it is the
Evangelist, and not the stated and settled M1mster o

- who has a right to maintenance, " .
3. That ‘the centre of authouty ' rested n. the 3
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Churches, and not in the Bishops or Elders. Doubt-
less the opinions of the Apostles and other officers
would have great weight; but the Apostles themselves

and the Bishops and others were subject to the direction
of the Church.
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¥. ® LAY 5 AGENCY HISTORICALLY
CO\TSIDERED '

[Nelson Salem 1880.] '

There are some words common amonO'st us in a
rello‘1ous connection that we seem obliged to use, - al--
though having considerable distaste for them. For
example, I am not ashamed of being a Dissenter, but I
dislike the word Dissenter, and I shou_ld hail with great
satisfaction the day when—without changing our opin-
ions, of course—we might cease to be Dissenters. In a
similar spirit I dislike the word ¢ Layman,”*and I think
I can give a good reason for this. When man had not
direct and immediate access to God, when the way of
mercy and peace was through the daily sacrifice and the
annual atonement, there was then ground and reason
for the distinction between Priest and People; but when
the Great High Priest came, and offered Himself once
for all, the middle wall of partition was broken down,
the human priesthood was disestablished, the veil of the

— e m—. — —

W

Dr. Parker, commenting in the Christian Commonwealth (June, 1883)
upon the title of the London Congregational * Lay " -Preachers' Asso--
ciation says:—We are really touched by the way in which they do
honour to the ministerial office by carefully denominating themselves
‘« Lay " preachers. Never will we say it of them, Pr eachers they are
to us, one and all. In the evangel is neither Clerical nor Lay. In
Independency the words have never once been used, the invidious
distinction is abhorred, Prelacy and Presbyterianism have found it
‘necessary to distinguish between different orders of evangellsts but the
Gospel does not. Let theillomened word * Lay " remain in the c:ustody
of the clergy who invented it. We cannot possﬂaly call our brethren
I.ay Preachers, for, if we did, somebody would begm {o ca.ll us CleI'IC'Ll y B

Preachers
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temple was rent in twain, and universal man was invited
to enter with boldness into the holiest by the blood ot
Jesus, and every believer in Christ became a Priest unto
God.

LAY AGENCY IN THE APOSTOLIC AGE.

The New Testament carries us forward until nearly
the close of the first century, and during all that period,
and for a long time after, there were no distinctions
between Priest and People, Clergy or Laity, Reverend
or Layman. In that age every member of the Church
possessing gifts was called to personal service for

- Christ ; and 1t 1s an undeniable fact that, when the

Church trusted wholly to what is now called Lay Agency;
she was then most aggressive and progressive; and in
its glorious march from Jerusalem to Rome the Gospel
won its grandest triumphs.

LAY AGENCY ADAPTED TO OUR TIMES.

Now, we are asked whether Lay Agency is adapted
to the times ? A sufficient answer to that question 1s
“to be found in the fact that our Lord and His Apostles
sent the Gospel chariot out into the world on the lines

~of Lay Agency. But what does the age want? If the

- age wants a state of things in which Christian men may

" recline at ease in comfortably cushioned pews, enjoying

artistically-constructed sermons which have exhausted

the talents and energy of the preacher for a whole week
~ to prepare, and which are so rich with the wealth of
- human intellect, and so adorned with the grace of
- cultured speech, that the Word of Ged sounds poor and

E
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common-place compared with the sermon—if that is
what the age wants, then Lay Agency is not adapted to

the times. But I doubt whether that is the want of the
age. What are the indications as to the want of the
age ? I read the other day that one hundred gentlemen
from all parts of the country had been conferring to-
gether how they may best promote the work of God;
and they have sought assistance. But they have not
solicited the help of the Archbishop of Canterbury.
They have not even asked for the services of distin-
cuished and cultured ministers in any of the .great
denominations. They have sought the assistance of a
humble layman, Mr. Moody, who, under God, has been '
instrumental in the conversion of thousands, and in
building up the Churches everywhere. And I have

observed, also, that Rectors and other Clergymen who
want their Churches roused from spiritual torpor have
more faith in a visit from the S'llV’ltiOI] Army, with their
banners of ““ Blood and Fire,” than they have in a sight
of those lawn sleeves which create such an Imposing
display in the House of Lords. Well, if these be indica-
tions of the spirit of the age, if the age desires Pentecost
~ again, if the age yearns after victories of the Crossas in
Apostolic days, then we must go back to the lines of
‘Apostolic agency, when in the words of John Milton,
‘“the ministry of the Word was open to all bellevels

SUCCESS PROPORTIONATE TO LAY AGE\TCY

‘Now, I venture to state a pr oposmon, whlch | behev
will be found to rest upon an incontrovertible basis of his-
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torical truth, and it is this: that whenever and wherever,
in any age or any country, Lay Agency has been re-
stricted, held down or suppressed, religion has declined
and run down to a low ebb; and the converse of
‘that is true—whenever and wherever, in any age or any
country, Lay Agency has been extensively employed,
there has been a revival of religion, the Word of God
has been quick and powerful, and the Church has had
large accessions to her numbers.

ROMAN CATHOLICS AND LAY AGENCY.

Now, there was a time in this country when
Lay Agency was suppressed altogether, and when
no man durst, at the peril of his life, tell his
‘neighbours the glad tidings of the Gospel. Salva-
tion through the Priest alone was the law. Lay
Agency was completely extinguished, and the Priestly
System was 1n the plenitude of its power, when one of
‘the darkest days in the religious life of England came,
and on April 4th, 1519, six men and a woman in
Warwickshire were put to death for teaching their
children to repeat the Lord’s Prayer.

LAY AGENCY UNDER THE REFORMATION.

The Reformation brought partial deliverance from
the priestly fetters; Bibles were placed in churches
where people might resort ; and little children, Juvenile
Lay Agents, read to listening groups of men and women
the words of eternal life. And ““the word of the Lord

was precious in those days.” Bloody Mary came, and
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with her the priestly curse. Once more Lay Agency
was suppressed ; the priest alone dispensed the truth,
and religion was thrown back. Queen Elizabeth
restored Protestantism, and in the preface to the Bible
she 1s styled that ¢ bright occidental star ;”” but although
 a Protestant, Elizabeth was a Pope. She was a deadly
enemy to Lay Agency, and would permit none to preach
save those who were ordained. '

LAY AGENCY DURING THE COMMONWEALTH.

The Ministry of the Word continued to be the
exclusive monopoly of the clergy until the great
struggle which overthrew the Monarchy. Cromwell’s
Revolution was religious as well as political. Lay
Agencv then acquired a degree of freedom it had never
before enjoyed in England; there had never been so
much preaching, so much reading -the Word of
God and so much pubhc worship as in the days of
the Commonwealth. The Parliamentary Army took
possession of the pulpits of the land and distributed
the Word of Life freely to the people. Now, vhethei
you compare the Parliamentary Army with the Royahst g
Army, or contrast the general religious condition
of the country during the Commonwealth with that
which went before or with that which followed im-
mediately after, it redounds alike to the glory of God
and the credit of Lay Agency. It 1s admitted on all
hands that the people were more virtuous, that their
language was purer, their manners and amusements
“were more elevated; those centres of vice, the theatres,
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were closed, and honest trade and commerce ruled,
for there were no bankrupts.

LAY AGENCY IN EARLY METHODISM.

- The Restoration again put Lay Agency under a
“cloud, and there it remained, with all the sad effects
of spiritual declension, until brought into sunshine
again by Wesley ; and what wonders the Founder of
Methodism achieved by Lay Agency let the records
of the Methodist (Ecumenical Conference tell.* It
seemed at that great Methodist Council that repre-
sentatives had come from all ends of the earth, and
from every nation and tribe, in order to pay their
tribute to the mighty power of the Gospel under Lay
Agency. And, indeed, it is one of the glorious features

~of Lay Agency that it 1s adapted to every age and
~every chme

LAY AGENCY IN SCOTLAND AND WALES.

~ Ihavespoken of great revivals of religion in conjunction
with great revivals of Lay Agency in this country;
- but the facts are not conifined to England. We
~are accustomed to look at Scotland as holding front

- rank 1n educational and religious progress; and no

student of the subject will deny that these results
~are largely due to the marvellous exertions of the
host of Lay Agents who were roused to apostohc
fervour by the mighty eloquencc of John Knox. Wales
is not a whit behind the rest of the kingdom in religious

L

~*See Methodist Ecumenical Conference and Lay Agency.
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~ zeal, and this is in no small degree owing to the burning
zeal of the nobleband of laymen whoqe he'u‘ts were ﬁ1 ed

 with holy sacrlﬁce by Howell Ha,rrls

LAY AGENCY IN AMERICA AND ELSEW’HL‘RE

And passmcr from Great B1‘1ta1n to the effect of La3 -

Agency 1n distant parts of the world, the Amerlmn

representatlves at the Methodist Councﬂ could find no

‘language in which to sufficiently express their gratitude
and admiration for the results of Lay Agency under
Philip Embury ; and missionaries from all parts of the
world—India, China, and elsewhere—re-echo the testi-

mony of John Williams, the Erromango mfu‘tyr who

said: ‘It is the native agents that do the work.” The

sum and substance of all this testimony 1is -thls——.—that -'
wherever and whenever, in any age or country, Lay
Agency has been suppressed, religion has declined ;-and s
- wherever and whenever employed on a large scale, '

has in a remarkable degree been ’LCCOIIlp’Lnled by the
powe1 of God unto salvatlon '

PAID AGENCY | UNLQLML TO THE WORLD 8 CONVEhSIO\ "

But I feel I must for a moment go furthel a,nd Say it

is impossible for the design of Christianity to be carried

out on any other system than Lay Agency. Whatdoes

‘Christianity aim at? The conversion of the world.
Now that means to- da.y the conversion of 1,300,000,000

of people : and whlle the Churches are makan’ some '

progress, they are not domg so prOportlonately to the
- increase of the World’s populatlon Even the most
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~aggressive of the great denominations, the Methodist
‘body, finds it difficult to hold its own, and to keep up
existing Church machinery. But if all the financial
resources of the Churches are exhausted in maintaining
the ground won, how is the world to be brought to
Christ? If the prevailing system of a Paid Agency
were to be extended on a scale requisite to make an 1m-
pression upon the world’s population, millions of money
would be required where only thousands are spent; but
if the thousands scarcely come into the treasury, how
are the millions to be had? It is plain that for the
‘world’s conversion some agency must come in whereby,
without vastly increasing expense, you may enormously
increase the number of Christian workers. Such a re-
source is to be had in Lay Agency. It is not limited
by want of funds. Practically it is unlimited.

~ APOSTOLIC MEANS REQUIRED FOR APOSTOLIC SUCCESS.

What is wanted is that the Church universal should
change her attitude towards Lay Agency. Instead of
making the Paid Agency the basis of her operations, and

- calling 1in Lay Agency only where i1t cannot be avoided,

the Church should make Lay Agency the basis of her
~ operations, utilize it to the utmost limit, and call in
 Paid Agency only where it cannot be avoided. As in

~ Apostolic times, every Christian should regard himself
- as responsible for the propagation of the truth. Let
the weight which presses down Lay Agency be re-

- moved; let the prejudice against Lay Agency, inherited

from Roman Catholicism, transmitted by Mother
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Church, and foolishly fostered by too many Nonconfor-

" mists, be cleared away; let Lay Agency be charged with
the responsibility of advancing the Gospel ; let it be seen
that no man can serve God by paying another to do his
work, but that every Christian must rerider Personal
Service, then will rise thousands of Christian workers
where there are now only hundreds, the gifts of the
whole Church will be impdunded for Christ, and man,
having employed Apostolic means, God will grant
' Apostollc success. e '
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VI.

A FREE CHURCH AND A FREE
MINISTRY. -
- [Sunderland, 1883. ]

I esteem 1t a very great privilege to be permitted to
address an assembly such as this, more particularly
~because i1t probably comprises members of different
religious denominations; but it is a privilege which
brings with it no small responsibility. In addressing
our own friends exclusively, we are apt at times to be-
come a little dogmatic; whilst in a mixed audience,
composed of persons of diverse views, we are bound to
be deferential to convictions at variance with our own.
But whatever varieties of opinion may exist among us
as regards Church polity or systems and methods of
action 1n Christian work, 1t 1s no small satisfaction to
know that in the essential truths of the common salva-
- tion we are agreed, and that in the great doctrines
which spring out of the incarnation, life, death, re-
~surrection and ascension of our Lord we are at one.

" RELATION TO METHODISM.

But I think I may carry this definition of the harmony
and agreement between ourselves and other religious
bodies much further. I think there is more agreement
1 essentral principles and modes of action between our-

selves and leading Nonconformist Churches than is

~ understood, or than might on the first glance seem to
 be the case. Let uslook fora moment at the distinctive
~features of one or two leading religious denominations.
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If we turn to Methodlsm and enumerate those vital
characteristics which have been her chief dlstmctlon'-if
and her glory, we share them. We have her simple,
spiritual form of worship, her lively singing, her faithful
- preaching, her private means of grace—love-feasts, band
meetings, class meetings, and prayer meetings; and her
public methods of seeking to reclaim the lost by the
proclamation of Gospel truth. In fact, in everything
essentially Methodistic we are Methodists. '
RELATION TO CONGREGATIONALISM.

Or, if we turn to another important and influential
section of the Christian Church, the Congregationalists,
~ with whom for the purpose of this argument we may
ally the Baptists, we resemble them also. It is the
pride and glory of Congregationalists or Independents
to have established, after centuries of heroic struggles,
the right of every Christian community to self-govern-
ment, independent of Hierarchy, Synod, or Conference.
Well, the polity, which Congregationalists have made
~such noble sacrifices to secure we enjoy to its fullest
extent ; and if you will unite those two representative
ideas, Methodism and Congregationalism, you will have
a clearer idea of the root out of which has sprung the
~denomination whose #8th anniversary we are celebrating.
"And allow me to remark, by the way, that this is a
combination which you find nowhere else, outside this
denomination. You can have Methodism by itself

elsewhere, and you can have Congregationalism or self-
- governed Chmches , but the two comblned———-the splrltual
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fire and enthusiasm of Methodism, and the liberty-
loving polity of Congregationalism—you can only have
in this denomination. I present the union of these two
important elements as an ample justification for our
independent existence as a branch of the Church of
Christ.

t 'NO CLERICAL ORDERS NOR TITLES.

But I am quite aware that we have another distinc-
 tive feature by which we are known from other Churches.
Like that eminently respectable body of Christians, the
Quakers, or Society of Friends, we have no clerical or
ministerial order ; we have no “ rev.” gentlemen amongst
us, and none exclusively set apart and maintained as
ministers, except those who go about from place to place
- as evangelists, and who, therefore, cannot earn a liveli-
 hood, and have a right to ¢ live of the Gospel.”

N
OUR ‘“ RAISON D ETRE.”

Now, allow me to state as clearly as I can the
philosophy of our position. We maintain that instead
~of some one man being chosen and set apart to live a
holier life and to preach a purer truth than the rest of
the Church, while a dozen or a score of men in the
congregation allow their talents to rust unused, the
work of the ministry should be distributed over all the
gifted brethren in the Church. We hold that the Church
and soc1ety generally would be the gainer 1if, instead of
- only one man being expected to hve on the high moral
- and spiritual elevation required by the pulpit, there

~were a dozen or twenty 1n each Church so living ; that



60

the average moral and religious tone of the Church and
of society would be raised were all the gifted men in
the Church feeling themselves required to conform to
the pulpit standard of holiness and spirituality. . |

MINISTRY UNPAID.

And from this basis there necessarily follows another
- proposition. If, in placé of One-man Ministry, you
establish a ministr y embracing all the most gifted and
capable men in the Church, you necessarily abolish the
financial basis of the clerical and ministerial system;
for it 1s as much as the Churches can do to pay one man,
and, therefore, to pay a dozen or twenty would be out
of the question. Well, now, I hope by this time you
see more clearly where we are. We are Methodists in
all that concerns doctrine, public worship, and modes of
action in spiritual work ; we are Conaregatlonahsts or
Independents as to our Church polity and form of
government, the Chapel property and management of
all its affairs being vested in the Church itself ; while,
as regards the ministry of the Church, 1t 1s th1own open
to every capable brother called out by the Church, and
because thus thrown open, it is an unpald ministry.

/
leSUME OF ARGU\IENT

- Now, when we were at W 'ermgton a couple of years
ago, I endeavoured to show, by reference more
especially to the work of Professor Hatch, of Oxford,
Bampton Lecturer, 1880, on the * Early Organization
of the Christian Churches,” that the ministry of the
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 Apostolic and Early Churches was of the character I
have been describing. Last year, when we were at
Nelson, I endeavoured to trace through several centuries
~ the influence of exclusive and open systems of ministry,
showing that wherever the ministry has been most
rigidly confined to a class or order of men, there religion
has decayed ; but that when the ministry of the Gospel
has been most widely extended over the Church, a
revival of religion has been the result. I will not
now go over that ground again, but there are one or
two observations which I should like to make. '

EFFECTS OF THE PAID SYSTEM.

In the first place, I think a really effective, sound,
‘thorough, and faithful ministry cannot be reared on a
financial basis. I do not mean that there are no
successful and faithful ministers who are paid. There
are plenty, and there are doubtless very many men in the
Paid Ministry who really love the work, and who would
~continue in the ministry if their pay ceased to-morrow.
- But we are not referring to individuals; we are dealing
with a system , and we contend that a system which
exhibits the preaching of the Gospel as a profession or
trade, which men may enter and by it earn a livelihood,
‘does not honour the Gospel, and 1s out of harmony with
its spirit of self-sacrifice. Itisa well-known and generally
recognised fact that there are thousands of clergymen
~ and ministers who would never preach another sermon

" if their livings did not depend upon it. Now men who

preach to live, who would not be clergymen and
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ministers were 1t not for the living, can seldom Oor never
- lift themselves or the Gospel above ‘mere profes--"
sionalism. What is wanted for the advancement of the
Gospel is true sympathy with and conformity to the
disinterested and self-sacrificing spirit of the Lord Jesus .
Christ ; and there is no proof of genuine disinterested- :
ness in the ministry except that supplied by'the Apostle
Paul, who refused to be chargeable to anyone, lest his
- doing so should have the appearance of preaching the .
Gospel forpersonal gain. You cannot ensure a pure and
perfectly disinterested ministry on a financial basis.

HINDRANCES OF ONE-MAN MINISTRY.

But I have another observation to make. We say
that the One-man Ministry deprives the Church of
her natural leaders in Christian work. I refer to
men of wealth, position, and educati(jn The system
of a One-man Ministry teaches men of wealth and
influence that when they have subscribed to set apart
a man_ for the work of the Church they have done
their duty and discharged their obligation to the exten-
sion of Christ’s Kingdom. Hence, when a gentleman
like the Mayor occupies the pulpit, there 1s a singularity
surrounding the fact. His brother magistrates, alder-
men, members of the town council, bankers, solici-
tors, and leading business men, do not feel under an
obligation to enter their respective pulpits. Now, we
say that if these gentlemen, instead of discharging their
obligation by proxy, would cast their own personal
cenergies into active Christian work, a vast 1mprovement »
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would necessarily follow in the moral and religious tone
of society and in the power of the Church to extend
the Redeemer’s Kingdom.

'STATE OF THINGS IN METHODISM.

In a partial degree, the diffusion of the ministerial
function is _secured in Methodism ; but only partially
and under conditions which do not give the principle a
fair trial. In Methodism you have on the one hand an
educated and salaried ministry, and on the other hand
the “local” preachers; but the rich and well-to-do
class largely contribute to the salaries of the ministers,
and console themselves with having done their duty by
proxy ; and for the most part the ranks of the local
preachers are filled up by working men who are not
deemed equal to the task of edifying educated congrega-
tions. Now, 1if the principle for which we are contend-
ing were adopted, wealthy, well-to-do, and educated
Methodists would not have the excuse of paying another
man ; and the responsibility of sustaining the pulpit in
‘Methodism would be cast, not only upon the present race
of local preachers, but also upon her educated sons,
who now sit idly in the pews, their talents buried in
napkins. Press home that obligation, and thousands of
cifted men, who now do not so much as move their little

finger in Christian service, would be found heartily
exerting themselves for the spread of the Gospel.

INSUFFICIENCY OF THE PAID SYSTEM.

" One thing is quite clear, that unless the system for
- which we are contending is adopted, the great object on
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which Christians have professedly set their hearts, and
for which they daily pray can never be accompllshed-—-—-._
I mean the conversion of the world. How is it to
be attempted ?  How much of the great task belongs to
Methodism ? 100,000,000 ? Methodists are thanking -
God for an addition to their -numbers this year of -
13,000 ; but if with all the machinery they have at work
~in -Methodism they gain only 13,000, how are they to
compass 100,000,0007  How is the salvation of the
world to be achieved at the rate its populatlon 1S
increasing ? With our existing systems this is impos-
sible; and I am glad to see signs that the impossibility
is recognized, and that on many sides earnest men see
the necessity for expanding and enlarging the basis of
the Christian ministry. '

PROPOSAL TO ORDAIN %,000 UNPAID CLERGYMEN.

There was a remarkable discussion recently in the
Convocation of York. BlShOpS “archdeacons, canons,
and other Church dignitaries frankly acknowledged
that the financial basis has failed to keep up a ministry
proportioned to the growth of the population, and in
Convocation it was boldly sug Uestcd that 7,000 unpaid
clergymen should be 01da1ned. et

OXFORD MANIFESTO ON THE PRIESTHOOD OF
- BELIEVERS.
I wish to allude for a moment to another consplcuous -

sign of the times. Very recently a book has been |
published, dedicated to the University of Oxford, by



65

" Canon Freemantle, a canon of Canterbury. It is
~ entitled ¢ The Gospel of Secular Life.” But the book
may be justly called an Oxford manifesto in favour of
our pfincfples. There 1s a chapter in that book with
this significant title, ¢ The Universal Priesthood of
Believers.” Canon Freemantle tells Oxford that
sacerdotal systems have had their day and are passing
away ; he says that the limited priesthood of the leaders
~of public prayer 1s being exchanged for the universal
~ priesthood of believers ; and declares that, instead of
trying to live men’s lives for them, we must foster any
original power developed in them. '

"DR. ALLON ON THE CHURCH OF THE FUTURE.

And this harmonizes with a sentiment uttered a short
time ago by an eminent minister of the Congregational
body at the Jubilee held at Manchester. Sketching'_
- the Church of the Future, Dr. Allon said: ¢ The future
will be with that Church which most fully recognizes.
the prerogatives and responsibilities of the. individual
religious man. . . . The final cause of all govern-
- ment 1s the perfection of the people—the priesthood of
God. . . If theideal and consummation of religious
- life be the development of a perfect manhood,the Church
of the future must be that which, employing most fully
~ the discipline of spiritual freedom, realizes most perfectly
the individual result. The end of all training 1s to make

the pupil independent of the teacher, ‘alaw to himself.””

OUR DUTY TO BE FAITHFUL.

*. - With testimonies which prove that other religious
- | F
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‘bodies see the- nece551ty of removing the restrlctlons |
by which the Church has. unwisely bound the minis- %
try in the past, it 1s for us to take courage and g0 "
forward ‘When we see the emstmg financial basis of
the mlnlstry stramed to breaking pomt it is for us to_
maintain and to pubhsh the example of an Open and
Free Ministry. If it is not just now, the time will come
- when our testimony will be wanted. Earnest Christian
men will long increasingly for means whereby the world
outside may be reached; and we shall be able to
suggest -a solution of the problem by presenting a
demonstration of how it is possible to carry on all the
functions of a church on the open and free principle.
We are gradually coming nearer the time when zealous
Christians, longing for the salvation of the souls of
~ their fellow men,will appreciate the greater field of useful-
ness and theenlarged freedom of action obtainable with
a Free Church and a Free Ministry; and Wheh it will be
seen that the .conversion of the world is only possible by
the -full recogmtlon of the Universal Priesthood of

Behevers
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ViI. THE TITLE “ REVEREND.”

- The word ¢ Reverend” occurs once only in the
Scriptures—*“ Holy and reverend is His name’—
Ps. x1. g; and on this an argument has been bult up
to the effect that as the word ““ Reverend ” is one of the
names of the Almighty it is irreverent to apply the
name to man. Before any inference is drawn from this
Scripture we must know something of the origin of the
- word 1n question, and be quite clear as to 1its
‘translation. '
It should be pointed out that the original word has
not always been so translated. I have a copy of
““ Barker’s Bible,” printed in 1598, and there the passage
is rendered ‘“ Holy and fearful is His name,” and this
translation is confirmed by other authorities. In his
- commentary, Barnes thus paraphrases the passage—
““ Holy and to be venerated ; literally to be feared.”
Anglicised from the French word ¢ revérénd,” which
15 derived from the Latin ““reverendus,” the meaning
conveyed by the word i1s that of being worthy of
‘reverence, or entitled to respect and esteem, in which

there is a mingling of fear and affection, honour and
veneratlon

"BEARLY USE OF THE WORD ‘‘ REVEREND.”

In this broad sense, and without reference whatever

to any particular class in the community, the word
- was used for some centuries. The term ‘reverend”

was considered applicable to all persons worthy of
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 reverence, whether men Or women. It was SO used by«- K
Shakespeare Milton, Dryden and rnany others. -

- For example, the Word 1S frequently SO employed in

B *the Paston Letter wrltten in the ﬁfteenth century [
“Mara'aret Paston addlessed ]ohn Paston as 1"10‘ht |
reverend and worshlpful husband.” In another letter
"appears the followan' .. < Ladies and Gentlemen address
each other by the t1t1e of feverend and right reverend '
Servants address their Masters 'md M1stresses by the,
epithet reverend " | o ' -
In Sh'tkespeare Dr. Caius, a physician, i is referred to
‘as ‘““a most reverend O'entleman ' Portla, a lfl.wyel, 1S

“addressed “ most reverend doot01 'in another passage

“twenty 1eve1end bishops” are rnentloned and the

““ right revérend Cardinal of Y ork ; but the term is
used as an ordinary adjective, and not Speolﬁoally as a

title. A “reverend youth” one character is denom-

‘inated; while another 1s described as ‘“old 'Lnd
reverend. ‘« Reverend in oOnvers'jtion - O‘entle n
condition” is a tribute to one ; yet another is stlgrnatlsed B
by Sh’tkespeale thus: “ You stubborn, anolent knave
you rever end braggalt

THE TITLE FIRST APPLIED TO ]UDGES AND LAWYERS .

Curlously enough, when the word came to be apphed
to a particular class of soolety it was not the Clercry mn -
~ the first instance. From about the year 1580 to 1700,

over one hundred years, the adjeotlve was flequently

- applied to the Judges pr esiding over the Courts of the -‘ |
*l’Lnd 'Lnd to other men of eminence Who were learned
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‘in the law. In the year 1585, Sir William Stamford was |
spoken of as “Le trés reverend Judge.” In 1675
permission was given by the Court of Judges to print
the cases collected by Sir Francis Moore and the title
~ of the book was ‘A collection of the law cases by the
Reverend and Learned Sir Francis Moore, late Sergeant
~at Law.” It had then a legal and not a clerical
application. ' ' ' '
- But after the Clergy and Ministers generally assumed
- the title, Judges and Lawyers ceased to be addressed by
Coat. '
HOW MINISTERS WERE ADDRESSED.

~ During the period when the term ‘reverend” was
applied to Judges and Lawyers of distinction, Clergy-
" men were addressed by other terms. Before and for
some time after the Reformation the ordinary title of
what is known as the Parochial Clergyman was ¢ Sir, ”
or ‘“ Mister,” or ‘“Master,” the latter appellation
belonging to those who had attalned to the degree
'of Master of Arts. _

~ Instances of this kind abound 1n Shakespeare.
Among his dramatis personnz may be found a Welsh
- Parson, styled “Sir” Hugh Evans; a Curate, “ Sir”
- Nathaniel; a Vicar, “ Sir” Oliver Martext.
A conspicuous example of a distinguished Church

- dignitary being styled ‘“ Mr.” was cited in the Law

~ Courts a few years ago. In the inventory of vestments
- and other ornaments for the Cathedral Church of
~ Lincoln, a cope, which had been given by Cardinal
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. \i[orton, then Archblshop of Canterbury, was - desorlbed -
as havmg been given by “ Mr. John Morton, Cardlnall-- 5
and Arohblshop of Cante1bnry, provmg without doubt
~ that the word * Reverend ” Was not apphed to the
- Clergy in the ﬁfteenth century.
- After the reign of Queen Ehzabeth the use of the_',
word “Gir” to the Clergy -gradually died: out, and
i \fI aster”” or ““ Mr.” became the O'eneral appellatlon by
which they were addressed for a oon51derable time.

We speak of Bishop Hooper; but in his lifetime he
B Was spoken and wrltten of as © Master” Hooper | -

FIRST USE OF THE TITLE 'IO MINISTERS '

- AsfarasI havo been able to trace the hlstory of the
matter, the first' instance in which the term ° ‘reverend
was. dlstlnotlvely applied to the Clergy is in the Act of
Uniformity, passed in 1662—a legislative measure
~fraught ‘with mischief to the Churoh and to rehglon
in so many directions. R . ,
. Singularly enough, Nono0nformist Ministers, as-a
class, adopted the title “ Reverend” quite as e'Lrly as

 the Parochial Clergy of the Church of EnO‘l'Lnd

_,Ewdenoo of this fact is found on the t1t1e pages of' -
their works, and in documents presented to the Crown
on various occasions. It may be that in the tnne of
Dryden .and \/Illton the way was belng prepared for
-absocntlng the word with Cler gymen and Ministers.

'~ For Dryden uses the description, ““ an awful reverend

and religious man,’ " while Milton speaks of “a 1eve1endf'f
" sire,” who pleaohed converslon and 1epentanoe
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- But the general use of the title came about very
'slowly, and not without much opposition. Many
zealous Protestants, both Churchmen and Noncon-
formists, strongly disapproved of 1t. There was a
Papal ring about it which aroused their hostility. The
way 1n which the practice of applying the title grew
may be described as insidious. At first it was used of
‘the dead. Exceptionally pious men were described in
funeral eulogies as ““reverend,” the word being usually
- coupled with other terms descriptive of the qualities of
the departed. The writings of a minister collected and
pub'lished after his death were announced on the title
page as the works of the “Rev. Mr. John he
The prefix “ Rev.” was followed by ““ Mr.” and was
regarded rather as an adjective than as a title.
By-and-bye ‘“ Mr.” was dropped, and ‘ Rev.” then
appeared as a title.
But so far the use of the word was intended to
express reverence for the dead. The application of the
~term to living persons, whether Church of England
Clergymen or Nonconformist ministers, was a more
~contentious matter, and was frequently objected to.
~ There are cases on record of parish registers, where a
~clergyman has used the title in making entries. After-
~wards the prefix ‘“Rev.” has been struck out as
objectionable by some later pen.
A noteworthy case arose at Exeter, where on the
e 8 gravestone of a Unitarian minister were placed these .
g words—¢ Here lies the reverend, learned and plous
n - Mr. James Pierce.” The word is not used here as a
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title but as a tribute. But the Rector dlsallowed and‘
caused the removal of the inscription, declaring that -
Mr. Pierce was- “not reverend because he was not
lawfully ordained ; that he was not learned because he
‘had not been educated at a University and he was
- not pious, because he taught doctr 1na1 errors o
A correspondent of the Z7mes some years a.b‘o
~approaching the subject from its antiquarian 51de
wrote: ‘“ The word ¢ Reverend’ was often apphed to
learned and pious clergymen durmg the I7th century
on the pages of collected works, but of the employment |

~of the word during life there is no earlier e‘mmple than
the middle or early part of the 18th century.”

THE TITLE PROHIBITED BY WESLEYAN - CONFERENCE.

Coming to a later period, when John Wesley died
in 1791, a somewhat mixed state of things prevailed
with regard to the Ministry among ‘“ the people called
Methodists.” . There were three classes of Ministers
in the denomination:—First, those who had been
ordained in the Church of England; second, those
who had been ordained by Wesley ; and third, Ministers
who had not been ordained at all. Afterwards,a fourth
class was added, those who received ordination at the
‘hands of Ministers who had themselves been ord'uned
by Wesley:. '
- But the third class, those who had not been or damedj _
at all, greatly preponderated, and ever since the change "
in his views on this subject wrought by the episode of

Thomas Maxwell, \Ves_]ey had regarded favourably
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* devoted helpers of.this class. He was truly described

~on the first tablet in City Road Chapel-yard as ‘‘ the

~patron and friend of lay preachers”’—words since
obliterated and others substituted. Wesley frequently
~warned his
Ministers.
Wesley’s views on this matter were largely shared by
- the Methodist leaders and people generally. So pro-

pre'lchers against assuming the title of

~ nounced was this sentiment at the period referred to,

that two years after his death, 7.e., in 1793, the

Conference resolved that no gowns, cassocks, bands or

surplices should be worn by any preacher, that the title
“ Reverend " should not be used by them towards each
other 1n future, and that the distinction between
“oi‘dained"’ ‘and ‘““unordained ” ministers should
~ thenceforward be dropped.

This resolution was confirmed at the following
Conference, and remained in force until 1811, when
the rule asto non-user of the title ¢ Reverend ” was
rescinded, since which time it has been commonly
accorded to those set apart from the ordinary pro-
fessions and ‘occupations of life for the service of the

 Ministry.

SIGl\IFICAl\CE L. THE TITLE.

- The use of the term has no warrant in Scripture,

- nor can any emmple be cited of 1ts use by or towards

- Ministers of the Gospel for nearly seventeen centuries
of the Christian era. But it is now very generally
- used among the Churches, Established and Noncon-

] '_,'forrmst alike, with the exceptlon of the Society of
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Friends, ourselves, the Irvmglteq and some other
denominations. Before dealing with ob]ectlons to the
practice, it may be desirable that we should endeavou1“"
to understand and clearly recognize the meaning
attached to the word by very many who use the preﬁx )
““ Reverend.” . o

[t should be borne in mind that numbers of Ministers -
who claim the title would as strongly as ourselves
disclaim .any ecclesiastical or priestly superiority for
their ministry over our own. It is claimed by many
who are vehement in their denunciation of Sacerdotalism
in every form and shape. Their defence, or the reason
they advance for the use of the title, is that it is a
convenient form of expression distinguishing those
wholly devoted to the ministry from those who preach
the Gospel, but are also engaged in professions or
business avocations. There are doubtless ‘many others
~ who regard both clerical title and dress as outward
indications that they belong to an ecc:1651astlc'11 if not
priestly, order, and are in some way more authorlta.tlvely
ambassadors of God than the tradesman and artizan,

the tent-maker and fisherman, who .-pl*eaclles_ the
Gospel. )

BANEFUL INFLUENCE OF THE TITLE.

That clerical titles are largely instrumental 1n foster-
ing and accentuating the distinction between
~““ Ministers 7 and ‘“ Laymen ” is undeniable. 'Even if
.'\Imlsters are dlsposed to disclaim any superlorlty of
order or caste, in m'my cases their cono'le,qatlons are
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otherwise minded. In many Methodist pulpits a
“Jocal” is not tolerated; nor is a “layman” in Con-
gregationalist pulpits ; and where he 1s tolerated, his
ministry is regarded as of a subordinate, if not inferior,
character. If he were an archangel and if he worked at
a carpenter’s bench or at any trade, as did the Lord
Jesus Christ and Paul and other Apostles, many
modern congregations would decline to accept his
ministry. .

Now the mischief of this prejudice and its hindrance
" to the success of the work of the Gospel have been so
forcibly stated by Dr. R. W. Dale, of Birmingham,
the distinguished and revered - Congregationalist
Minister and Author, that I cannot more effectively
present the case against the use of clerical titles than in
- his own words. ' |

"WHY DR. DALE DISCARDED THE TITLE.

In an article specially devoted to the subject,
published in the Congregationalist Magazine, November,
1874, and headed, “ Why I ceased to use the title
‘ Reverend,’”’ Dr. Dale describes the growth and pro-
~ gress of his conviction on the subject, and states the
crounds upon which he desired its abandonment in the
~ interest of the Church and the success of the Gospel.

- He had promised to take part in some public services
~at a prosperous Church in Birmingham whose Pastor
‘was an Architect, who was not educated for the

- ministry, who did not wear a white tie, and whose’ wife

‘might not recognize his name were the prefix



« Reverend” to it, o« He ‘was . announced as < Mr

"?

- George — my name appeared as the Rev. R W
‘Dale. The dlfference says Dr. Dale, ¢ struck me: I

o did not like it. Did the Rev. before my name mean

that Soc1ety acknowledded me as a Chrlst1an M1n1ster 2
The archltect was ]ust as good a M1mster as I ‘was;
why was not he ‘Rev.” too? I.had no myster1ous'

R power that he did not possess-———no h1gher authorlty o

than belonO’ed to him; why was I the ‘Rev.’ and he
‘Mr.’? For him to be ‘Rev.’ was 1mp0551ble If he
kwere to put ‘Rev. on his card, a gentleman . bulldmg--

a W'trehouse would never think of asking him for
plans . and, indeed, if he called hzmser Rev.’ Soczez‘y* Y
_would refuse hlm the t1tle There was no solutlon to: '
be found 1n that direction. : ' o

“Then I came to the conclu51on that the d1st1nct10n- -
drawn by ° 8001ety between him and me was likely
to affect, if not the Judgment yet the 1ma0'_1natlon and
sentiment of. ‘the Church; that the fact that’ I was
~ called ‘Rev.’ and he ‘Mr.” might be assomated in
the m1nds of even some members of his own concfrega- |

~ tion with the feehng that, in some sense, I was more

 truly a Minister of Christ and of the Church of Christ
~ than he. It seemed to me that- this tltle, conceded to o
myself and refused to the architect, mlght be one of the

| innumerable influences which strengthen the reluctance -
' _of congregat1ons to elect as their pastor a man engaged. B

~ina trade or profession. The grocer, the draper the =
Ef’trmer, the solicitor, cannot be a ‘Rev ‘while he"

e contlnues to follow l‘llS busmess, and congregatlons“"l
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continues Dr. Dale, ‘““the feeling that somehow.
not to have ‘ Rev.” for then minister is 1rre0‘ular 'Lnd

have,’

~ derogatory to their dignity. .
- I cherish the hope of a time when, in proportion to
the number of Church members, the number of men

separated from secular occupations and devoted alto-

~gether to spiritual duties will be much <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>