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A Reading and o Working Chureh.

motes a healthy mental growth, and con-
tributes to such an increase of knowledge,
and such acquisitions of wisdom, as are re-
quired by Seripture precepts. It associates
the living, even though in humble circums-
stances and remote localities, with the wisest
and noblest of all who have lived upon the
carth, and thus purifies the thoughts, stim-
ulates the aspirations, and exalts the char-
acter of those who cherish aims and purposes
worthy of 1mmortal beings.

But in modern times the reading of intel-
ligent persons cannot be limited to books as
such.  With the growth of Christian intelli-
gence, and the progress of Christian civili-

atlon, periodical literature has become a
necessity. Without pausingeven to describe
its various forms or its numerous specific
objects, 1t may be assumed that in some
form, for example, that of the weekly family
newspaper, every Christian will feel the ne-
cessity of a good and reliable medium of
information respecting the carrent events of
the times 1n which he lives. Through such
an agency he should not only become fa-
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miliar with events which concern him as
g citizen of his own country, but also as a
citizen of the world, and a member of the
oreat family of man. Specidlly interesting
and profitable is it for every member and
worker in the Church of Christ to huave
frequent and full information of what others
are doing, in Qifferent ways and 1n various
places, for the same great object. Thus
holy sympathies are aroused and cherished,
and the Christian periodical press becomes
a bond of intercommunion between the
seattered members of Christ’s visible body
throughout the world. . |

But, whether we read periodicals or books,
it 1s highly important that we give attention
to the character and influence of what we
read. We must not be unaware that the
oreat enemy of human souls has entered the
domain of literature, as he once did the
xarden of Eden, to tempt, to corrupt, and
to ruin. If good reading is greatly to be
commended, bad reading 1s, of all things
bad, to be avoided. Not more dangerous
is the infection of disease to the body, or
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poison in food, than the diffusion of mental
poison into the thoughts, the opinions, and
the desires of human beings. Once absorbed
into the mental processes, error and falsehood
remaln to fester, to contaminate, and to de-
stroy that which is good, unless, like evil
spirits, they are cast out by the power of
Christ. Numberless are the forms of insin-
nation and suggestion, as well as of attack,
In which even the most sacred truths are
disparaged in written no less than in spoken
language. Hence a sleepless vigilance must
be maintained, not only against bad books,
but against even paragraphs of bad and
doubtful influence, whether found in books
or periodicals, Specially must Christian
people set the standard of excellence high
in reference to what they read or allow to
be read in their families. Whatever will
waste time, deprave taste, pollute the tm-
‘aginatlon, or tamper with the conscience,
must be sternly rejected, no matter from
what source it comes. With such an abun-
dance of strictly good reading as may now
be easily had, there is neither motive nor
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apology for purchasing or reading any thing
of even a doubtful character ; while the del-
uge of trash and of corrupting matter that
is 1ssued from the press in this reading age
is so great, and often of such fascinating
qualities, as to make 1t the duty of all good
and thoughtiul people not only to be on the
alert, but to lift up a standard against 1it.

- Tracts furnish a third, and, in some re-
spects, a distinct class of reading. Brevity
and condensation are, or should be, their
distinguishing characteristics, Not neces-
sarily fragmentary in character, but cheap
1in form, and convenient for use in every va-
riety of circumstances, they are adapted to
an age of haste and bustle, and also to free
distribution among those who do not seek
good reading for themselves. Asan agency
of Christian enterprise during the present
century, an extensive and valuable tract lit-
erature has been prepared and published,
consisting not merely of tracts proper, but
of cheap volumes, having for their object
the dissemination of evangelical truth. To

‘some extent the tract idea has been em.
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ployed by propagandists of error, but in the
main it has continued in the service of the
Christian Church, and, perhaps as closely as
any known agency of good, has been held
to its prime purpose. It must be confessed,
however, that one important use of Christian
tracts has been too much overlooked. Hven
many good people, who have been diligent
in distributing tracts to others, have been
remiss in reading tracts themselves; and
many Christians, and Christian families,
have altogether failed to appreciate the
oreat advantage of frequently, 1f not habit-
ually, reading brief summaries of truth and '
doctrine, and especially of putting their
own hearts into sympathetic union with
such statements and presentations of truth
as they would endeavor to communicate to
others. It would be well for every family
to have a tract library, in which a large va-
- riety of tract publications might be first read,
for the purpose of self improvement, and
then distributed among those who need
them as much or more. ,. '

3. A reading Church will be disposed to
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provide religious reading for those who have
it not. Itis characteristic of all truly be-
nevolent persons to wish to impart to others
influences from which they have rececived
benefits themselves. By acting upon this
impulse they fulfill the golden rule, and be-
_come co-workers with God, from whom
their own blessings have been received.

The more strongly persons conceive of
their obligations and privileges In this re-
gard, the more actively and effectively they
work for God and humanity. This fact ex-
plains the example of the great evangelist,
John Wesley. So strong was his desire to
save the souls of men, that he was not con-
tent with preaching the (zospel to all who
came within the sound of his voice, but he
sought to enlist the co-operative agency of
the press to aid him In evangelizing the
masses of England. In this view he wrote,
printed, and distributed tracts, sermons,
and books in great numbers, and many of
“these publications are still circulating, and
accomplishing thelr mission of good to
~mankind. Since his day great has been
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the work accomplished, by the evangelical
Churches of England and America, by the
same Instrumentality, and always greatest
when those wno have distributed tracts have
themselves been readers of tracts, and thus
prepared to introduce, to explam, and to
follow up with kindly exhortation the truth
they disseminated by means of the printed
page.

This brings us to consider the character-
istics and duties of a worriNg Church.
~While Christianity demands intelligence,
and the highest degree of personal improve-
ment on the part of all who profess to be
the followers of Christ, 1t also demands that
those attaininents be used for the glory of
God. Hence they whoread and hecome 1n-
stracted in Christian truth should also, in |
the language of the apostle, ““ give attention
to exhortation and doctrine.” That is, they
‘should empioy the talents they have received
and acquired in teaching this truth to others,
and 1n entreating men to receive and prac-
tice it. | ' '

That 1t 1s the duty of all Christians to do
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this may be inferred from numerous pre
cepts of the sacred word, of which the fol.
lowing are samples:

“ Let your light so shine before men, that
they may see your good works, and glorify
your Father which is in heaven.” Matt,.
v, 16. |

“To do good and to communicate {or-
oet not : for with such sacrifices God is well

pleased.” Heb. xiii, 16.

“Ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people
that ye should show forth the praises of IHim
who hath called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light.” 1 Pet. ii, 9.

“(God 1s not unrighteous to forget your
work and labor of love, which ye have
‘showed toward his name, 1n that ye have min-
istered to the saints, and do minister. And
we desire that every one of you do show the
same diligence to the full assurance of hope
unto the end.” Heb. vi, 10, 11.

The obligations thus indicated should be
regarded as personal, and demanded in
every sphere of influence in which any in-
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“dividual may live or act. They are spe-
clally obligatory in the circle of friendship,
where the most favorable access may be se-
cured to those in whose welfare we ought
to feel the deepest concern. It 1s greatly
to be lamented, that in this very sphere
many persons, under the spell of a strange
and, 1t may be feared, a sinful delicacy,
neglect to act at all. It is of the highest
importance for every Christian to work
earnestly and perseveringly in behalt of all
over whom, by virtue of relationship or
attachment, he can wield an influence for
oood ; and how often may the well-chosen
tract or volume serve as a happy agency, at
least, of introducing the subject of religion,
and pointing out the way to heaven. Yet
no one should so far rely on such agencies
as to forego personal exhortation and doc-
trine, even to the extent of line upon line
and precept upon precept.

Outside of personal and family {riend-
gship, many have large circles of business
acqualntance and influence in which to act
for God and truth, Some persons have
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effectively availed themselves of their busi.
ness facilities as a means of dolng good,
not only to their employes, but also to
communities and regions far remote. Many
others might do so, In an ever-increasing
degree, as God prospers them, and to those
thus disposed religious tracts and volumes
are exceedingly helpful.

Besides cireles of friendship and business
are those of pure benevolence. Numerous
are the spheres of benevolent action in which
Christians may make special and systematic
efforts to do good. To the sphere of friend-
ship and business there are limits, to that of
henevolence there is none, unless it be the
extent of the earth itself, ILike the Apostle
Paul, every true Christian should consider
hilselt” “ debtor both to the Greeks and to
the Barbarians, both to the wise and the
unwise.” _

In Christian benevolence, while individ-
ual cffort may accomplish much, united
effort will accomplish more. “Union is
> Hence public and co-operative ef-
fort 1s demanded in behalf of those various

power.’
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prganizations which contemplate the relief
of human misery, the diffusion of truth, and
the evangelization of the world. And there
is not a sphere of actlon, aiming at any of
these great results, in which religious read-
ing may not be made a powerful and hope-
ful agency of Christian work. Is it in an or-
phan asylum or in a widow’s home? Isit
in a prison or a hospital, among soldiers or
seamen, among the 1ntemperate or the li-
centions, among the sick or the destitute,
among nominal Christians or pagan idola-
ters? Hvery-where there is use for tracts
and books. In every one of these fields the
oood seed of the kingdom, having been
sown 1n the form of printed truth, has taken
root, and brought forth fruit for the glory
of God. _

Con-operative Christian work should be
undertaken and sustained by every Chris-
tian Church in 1ts aggregate capacity. This
principle 1s now so generally recognized,
that no distinctive branch of the Church at
this day, 1s regarded as worthy of the name
which does not seek to act in its united
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capacity upon the world by means, at least,
of missions, Sunday-schools, and tracts,
The following remarks have special refer-
ence to the last named enterprise :—

1. Lt is the duty of the Church, inits aggre-
gate capacity, to provide a Christian and «
Tract literature. This duty the Methodist
Episcopal Church has performed, by the agen-
cy of its official press, to a greater or less ex-
tent, from the perlod of its origin. Specially
since the year 1844 has 1t addressed itself
to this work by the appointment of success-
ive editors of tracts, by the reorganization
of its Tract Society, and by the great mul-
tiplication and improvement of 1ts tract pub-
lications, so that now 1t 1s In a position to
fairly respond to the claims made upon it
both from home and foreign fields.

In order to appreciate the advantages
thus provided, 1t is highly desirable that
every minister and member of the Church
should be made aware of the variety, the
richness, and the cheapness of the literature

now furnished by our Tract Society, and of
1ts great availability for important service

thgh
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in every form of evangelical work., Being
speclally adapted to cheap transmission
through the mails, tracts, in their various
forms, may on order be sent in large or small
quantities to any part of our country with
great promptness. Kvery Church, therefore,
should provide itself with catalogues and
samples, if not with full outfits of our tract
literature, so as to be ready both for regular
and extraordinary work, as occasion may
require. _

2. Lt esthe duty of each individual Church
to provide funds and agencies for the circu-
lation of tracts and tract literature. * For
this object the Methodist Episcopal Church
has ordered the taking of tract collections
in all 1ts congregations, and the appoint-
ment of tract committees to co-operate with
all its pastors. Were the spirit of these
regulations fully exemplified in all our
Churches there would be an ample supply
of funds to provide tracts both for home
work and for foreign fields. There would,
moreover, be established in every congre-
gation an actlve organization for the sys-
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tematic distribution of religious reading
matter among the poor, the sick, and the
strangers who, in greater or less numbers,
are to be found in every community. In
cities, and wherever necessary, measures
would also be taken for the distribution of
tracts, accompanied by Christian conversa-
tlon among the inmates of prisons and hos-
pitals; while passengers in public convey-
~ances, and throngs in thoroughfares, would
not be overlooked. Sea-going ships would
be furnished with tracts and libraries; sol-
diers in armies and barracks would be sup-
plied ; and, 1n short, the seeds of vital
truth, in the form of printed pages, would
be sown in all fields, and by the side of all
waters.
- 3. 1t is the duty of Church members, and
of @bl who love the Lord Jesus Christ, to co-
operate in the work of tract publication and
circulation. Aggregate duties arise from
personal responsibilities. Those to which
“allusion has been made, primarily and even
ultimately, rest on individuals in their va-
rious capacities. In order that a religious
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tract may be pf*oduced and started cn g
career of usefulness, there must first be a
writer imbued with the spirit of truth and
iove, and willing to labor with his pen, in
order to express his thoughts in language at
once attractive and impressive. Then there
must be a pecuniary investment {for the
publication of the document written. The
task of publication, althoucr h possible to in-
dividuals, is best performed by a public in-
stitution, like the Tract Society, which not
only has facilities for printing, but ser ves as

a radiating center for distribution. After
the period of publication the work of distri-
bution is comparatively easy. It certainly
is possible to Christians of all ages and cir-
cumstances, and 1s most effectively accom-
plished, 1 proportion to the personal zeal
and laborious diligence of those who desire
to imitate their divine Master, *“ who went
about doing good.”

When the machinery of moral influence
Is once organized for action, the humblest 5
follower of Christ can start it and keep it in
motion. Thenceforward there is a grand
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partnership of results, in which those who
write, who print, who circulate, and who
read, may rejoice together.

As an illustration of the endless stream
of influences which may flow onward from
a single good deed, the following facts are
coudensed from authentic documents,

In the latter part of the sixteenth cen-
tury a good man, known as Dr. Sibbs,
wrote a little book entitled ¢ The Bruised
Reed.” A copy of that book, sold by a
poor peddler at the door of a lowly cottage
in England, was the agency of the Christian
awakening of Richard Baxter, who was
born in 1615. The additional reading of a
little piece of Mr. Perkinsg’s work “ On Re-
pentance,” borrowed from a servant, says
Baxter in a sketch of his own life, ¢ did fur-
ther inform me and confirm me; and thus,
without any means but books, was God
pleased to resolve me for himself” Thus
brought to the knowledge and experience
of the truth, Baxter becaimne one of the most
carnest preachers and prolific writers of any
[He died in 1691, having published

age.
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matter enough to fill twenty-three large
volumes. Two of his smaller works—* The
Saints’ Everlasting Rest,” and “ The Call to
the Unconverted ’—have passed through
“countless editions both in England an:
America, and doubtless will continue to be
widely read In KEnglish-speaking countries
while time endures,

Of the full extent of their influence 1t 18
impossible to form an adequate estimate.
But here and there links in the glorious
chain of sequences can be discovered. Philip
Doddridge when young borrowed the works
of Baxter, and in due time became the author
of the “Rise and Progress of Religion in
the Soul,” a work which led William W3
‘berforce to seek for pardon through the Re-
deemer. Wilberforce’s ¢ Practical View of
Christianity ” was the Instrument employed
by the B

loly Spirit to lead to repentance, and
~a true faith in Christ, Legh Richmond, the

writer of “The Young Cottager,” “The
Dairyman’s Daughter,” and various other

tracts, .
- Mr: Richmond was a laborious clergyman,
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and for many years a Secretary of the Re-

ligious Tract Society of London.  Iis tracts
above named have been translated into
many languages, and have been Iinstru-
mental, under the blessing of God, in the
conversion of many precious souls. Only
two days before his summons to a better
world he received a letter mentioning the
conversion of two persons, one of them a
clergyman, by the perusal of his tract, “ The
Dairyman’s Daughter.” Nearly half a cen-
tury has since passed away, but the tract
has lived on, and by ¢the help of printers,
donors, and distributers has continued to
do its work, while many of those converted
through its influence have themselves be-
come successful actors in starting agencies
of influence, destined to work on with ever
increasing and multiplying power.
Opportunities for similar influences and
agencies of good exist on every hand, and
oreat are the advantages of those who, at
this day, desire to devote their time and
talents to the work of extending the knowl-
~edge ot God, and the experience of his great
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salvation, by means of evangelical literature.
They have not to wailt for the production
of matter adapted to the object. Already
thousands of pages, whose excellence and
adaptation have been tested, awalt their use,
while souls are perishing for lack of the
knowledge they contain, and the kind Chris-
tlan words and warnings with which their
distribution should be accompanied.

Imagine the whole Christian Church, in
- the persons of its individual members, thus
actively engaged 1n working for the Lord,
superadding to personal etfort the powertul
agency of a sanctified Christian literature,
and how great would be the promise of suc-
cess! How soon and how widely might
fruit, more glorious than has oiten been
gathered, be expected to appear? How
soon would the wilderness of sin be made
to bloom like Eden, and the moral des- -
erts of the world like the garden of the
Lord? '

Reader, you have at once a privilege
and a responsibility in this matter. First,
be a diligent student of Christian truth,
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that your own mind and heart may be
permeated with 1its influence. Then go
and work in the vineyard of the Lord, that
(God may be honored, and that souls may
be saved through your instrumentality.
Moreover, be not unmindful of God’s en-
couraging promises: ‘¢ He which converteth
the sinner from the error of his way shall
save a soul from death.” James v, 20. “ And
they that turn many to righteousness (shall
shine) as the stars for ever and ever.” Dan.

X1, 3.




