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School of World Mission
Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182 USA
November 14, 1986

Dr. Roger Hedlund
India Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
South India
Dear Roger:
I hope you have already received a copy of the
tenth anniversary issue of Church Growth from the Full
Gospel Church, Seoul, Korea. But if you have not, you
will read the one I am sending you with very great
interest. I suggest that you will want to send it to
a number of people you know. You might want to write to
Dr. Cho in Korea, send him a contribution, and ask him
to mail you 20-50 copies of this issue of the magazine
to send out to selected people allover India.
Trusting that all goes well and that you are
maintaining the excellent work which marks your career,
I am
As ever yours in Christ,

Donald McGavran
~;

DM:bak
P.S. Bruce Graham has sent me a copy of his first attempt
to edit and print "A Case Study in Reaching an Unreached
People" (about the Satnamis). The introductory chapter,
however, needed considerable editing and rewriting. I have
been working on it for some days.
I am writing merely to tell you that while Bruce and I
will send you the manuscript you desire, it probably will
not come until the early months of 1987. In editing and
rewriting parts of it, I am bearing in mind that it will
be read by existing missionary societies and missionaries
and church leaders in India. I want to make it as
effective as possible. So there will be some small delay,

Donald ~1cGa vran
School of World t1ission
Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182
USA
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"
I came in with Halley's Comet
in 1835. It is coming again next
year, and I expect to go out with
it. It will be
the greatest disappointment of
my life if I don't
go out with Halley's Comet. "

Dr. Roger Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, r1adras 600 010
South India
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INTRODUCTION
Ghasi Das shouted:

IIThrow out your idols.

Worship only the true God.

Quit eating meat--neither cow meat nor pig meat nor deer meat nor goat meat
nor chicken meat.

It lowers you in the estimate of the Hindus.

Eat no

"

Quit keeping chickens, or you'll be tempted to eat them and thus lower the
status of our whole caste.

Dress in white.

Live simply.

You are not to

eat out of brass vessels and wear brightly coloured clothing.

Wait for the

coming of a red-faced man with a big hat on his head and a big book in his
hand.

Do what he tells you".
When the Chamars asked, "What is the name of the true God whom you

proclaim?" Ghasi Das replied, "I do not know, but His is the true name
In Hindi, 'true' is sat and 'name' is nam.

ll
•

So true name became sat name

They became the worshippers of Sat Nam, the True Name.

They called themselves

True Namers or Satnamis.
This was the message shouted by Ghasi Das to all who would listen.

Ghasi

Das was a Chamar peasant who lived near the centre of a great plain in the
southeast corner of Madhya Pradesh in a village called Bhandar.

In 1817 he

went on foot on a pilgrimage to the river Ganges, probably to Calcutta.
was 400 miles to the east.

It

That he made such a pilgrimage indicates that he

was a man of great religious sensitivity. l'here on the banks of one of the
mouths of the Ganges, called the
missionary.

Hooghly~

he heard William Car,ey or some other

He came back with a striking message for the Chamars.

a challenge, a call to become a new people.

It was

Because of their unusual landed

nature, his message found immediate and widespread acceptance.
One hundred years later in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred
and seventeen the leaders of the Chungia Chamars, a subcaste of the Chamars
which had not become Satnamis, numbering 50,000 souls, called a meeting of

their leaders at Set Ganga, where a small brook welled up out of the plain and
"

flowed away to the east.

Since water does not ordinarily flow up out of the
Se~

earth, they believed that some spiritual force was at work.

Ganga was a

holy place.
A small temple had been built there hundreds of years before with twelve
carved stones around the doorway and on its sides.

These depicted naked men

-r

and women having sexual intercourse.

Se~

Ganga was a famous place.

It was

there that the Chungia Chamars decided to hold a great conference in April 1917
after the crops had been harvested.

There they assembled to consider

becoming Christian as a whole people. ·A Ctwist
The Chungias heard him with rapt attention.

~

T'::l

Hi ~f-' La 1\ was there.

Then they said, lIyou can go now.

WeIll talk this over amongst ourselves".
The Hindus, however, had also heard about this gathering of Chungias to
decide to become Christian.

How could the Hindus help but hear this talk

among the Chamars, the lowest caste in the plain--in many cases their serfs?
To the Hindus, the idea of the Chamars becoming Christians was utterly abhorrent.
The Hindus felt they were losing their serfs to the Christians, the white men
who were the rulers of the country.
was beginning to get under way.

The self-government movement under Gandhi

It was not nearly so strong as it would be

in a few years, but the Hindi newspapers were ta 1king excitedly about swaraj
(self government) in the days when
Germany.

Engla~d

was fighting for its life against

There was considerable speculation amongst the intelligentsia as to

India becoming totally free as soon as Britain was defeated.

They did not

realise that if Britain was defeated, the Germans would rule India.
Consequently, the Mungeli subinspector of police (the highest police
officer in that subdistrict) went to Set Ganga.

He pitched his tent 200 yards

from the Chungia Chamar encampment; he was not going to defile himself by living
amongst them.

He then summoned the leading men to come to him one by one.

3
He said to each:
Remember, if you become Christian, I'm going to make sure that that
case against you where I was lenient is taken up again. If you
become Christian, then when other people charge you with offences,
I shall do a very thorough investigation. I've been good to you
people, but I can be very harsh. Do you understand? If you become
Christians, you
"
,-trouble. \,\'11 \ 30 tc j d .1.
•!

The Chungia Chamars were a timid people.

While they had' an aristocracy

and while a few of them owned large amounts of land, they were, after all,
Chamars--Untouchables. They were the victimes of the Hindu social order.
To understand this absorbing story we must see the background in which
it occurred.

This will be explained in considerable detail in the following

chapters.
A fascinating story will unfold.

Read it with care, for the whole

process of world evangelisation, so clearly commanded by Christ, is composed
of thousands of similar stories, each one differing somewhat from the others.
Readers in India will at once recogni'ze similarities to their own
situation.

Whether they come from Kerala or Nagaland, whether they come from

Bangladesh or Gujarat will make little difference.
order composed of many castes.

All of them face a social

Each must be approached in ways and language

which its members can understand.
An intelligent understanding of the Satnami story will help all readers
.

to form a correct estimate of what worl d evangel i sm really means.
.

If members

.'••

of the universal Church in all six continents attempt to reacH the unreached,
if world evangelisation is to be carried out, if eternal God's command
(Romans 16:25-26) is to be obeyed, then those who proclaim the gospel must
understand what such proclamation means and what acceptance of Christ means
in each piece of the vast human mosaic.
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December 18, 1986
Dr. Roger Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
South India
Dear Roger:
The final editing of the book that you are going
to publish is going forward smoothly . We are now about
a fourth through. Bruce Graham is putting this on his
computer chapter by chapter.
I want your counsel in regard to the book's title.
Below are six suggestions as to title. Which of these
do you prefer? Could you kindly indicate your first
three choices in order of preference? If you have any
other ideas for a title , please jot them down.
The title of the book ought to be one which will
induce many in India (north, south , east , and west) to
want to read the book. The title must therefore be
intriguing. It must arouse curiosity. It must indicate
a serious book but not too heavy a book .
Please let us have your response to all this as soon
as possible . I shall defer choosing the titles of the
book and the chapters unti 1 I hear from you. I am also
sending you a copy of the very brief introduction . I
think that this will immediately excite curiosity and lead
readers to say "I must read this book. "
All good wishes and God grant you a most prosperous
,.
...
new year.

_0(/

Donald McGavran

DM:bak
Christwise Movements, An Example
How Will India Become Christian?
Birth Pains of a Movement
Castewise Evangelism : A History of One Small Movement
Reaching an Unreached People
Moving a Caste to Christ

Roger, this is the set of instructions that go to Bruce
Graham, along with our edited copy. Do you concur?
Betty Ann
Use ;;,;:;;,,;..;_,;..;

for words and phrases to be emphasized.

Use italics for foreign words and phrases.
#'.

" ", "'M" "~,,,"~'-

~

Use British style of punctuation and spelling (for the Indian
reader). That means single quotes around quoted words or
phrases, and double quotes around complete sentences. Is
that correct? It also means when a period or comma and
quotation marks come together, the quotation marks are
closest to the word, with the period or comma outside the
quotation marks. Right? I've not seen a book on British
punctuation, but that is what I have observed.

'8 in my markings means omit.
\

)

means lower case.
I have marked the words and phrases which are foreign to
English, as needing to be in italics. But if this is to
be printed in India, perhaps they should not be in italics ... ?
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Rich & Sally Johnson
P.O. Box 53435, Bukavu
Nairobi, Kenya
December 1986
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The Bible reminds us to number our days. One very good way to do that is t o
evaluate how we spent our past days. Therefore, as this year comes to an e nd ,
let us see how the Lord has been at work. We can both praise Him for the victories we have seen and continue praying for those areas where we awa it His
timing.
Among our churches here near Bukavu, we hav e see n a grea t amoun t of grow t h in
tellllS of evangelization. There hav e been evangel i za t ion seminar s taught in every
one of our 19 churches . Af ter t h e s e seminar s, we held ev angel iz a tion campaigns
in each church. As a result , we have s een a t h ree-fold i ncrea s e in the number of
baptisms as compared to la s t y ear. That translates to see ing 95 0 new members
added this y ear. Praise God fo r the increa se and pray that these new believers
will soon be strong in the Lord.
That brings us to a n a rea wherein we need great prayer. While we saw the increase i n t he numb e r o f baptisms, we also saw a loss in the number of memb e r s in
our churches. Our Za i ri a n Christians are so very weak in their knowledge of the
Word that t hey are easy ma r ks for the false teachers. We do the evangelization
and they try to steal what they can. I see no solution besides ground i ng our
people so well in t he Wo r d t hat they will not yield to error even if i t come with
much money. In a poo r soc i ety , immature be lievers tend to go to the church that
has the largest and nicest bu ild i ng. For this reason, we have started t eaching
pastors' seminars t o equ i p our pastors to be better disciplers. Please pray for
these seminars and for our pa s tor s tha t they produce lasting fruit.
Our land problem at Uvi ra remai ns unsolved. We are trying not to work with the
governor, who is a believer , to get the case thrown out of the courts. Please
continue to shower this matter in prayer.
Our Bible school building still need s fund ing to be completed. This remains one
of our greatest material needs . Please , pray that God wi ll soon show His plan for
this need.
Sally, the children, and myself ar e humbled that
God has chosen us to be u se d i n Hi s work he re in
Zaire. We are al so humbled t hat you all are
working with us i n t h i s mi ni s try. We praise God
that He has given us s uch a s trong team. We thank
you so very much f or all you r special greetings,
gifts, a nd pray e rs t h i s Holy Season.
May o ur loving Lord bless you richly at this time
when we remember His birth and look forwa r d to all
He will do in this new year.
I n Christ's great love,
Ric h , Sa lly , Melanie, and Neal Johnson
Support Needs per Mo nth $488.00

86-1443

CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY • P.O. Box 5 Wheaton, Illinois 60189-0005
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Ur. Koger Hedlund
Church Growth Kesearch Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
South India
Dear Roger:
Just to let you know how the revision of the Satnami story is coming.
When I heard that you were going to publish this in India, I started
immediately editing and revising it. You see, it had been used by the
Perspectives Class and the class which meets two or three quarters a year to
study Hinduism. Bruce Graham had at various times suggested that it be
published here, but other things got in the way, and I never got around to
making it ready for the American market.
Then your letter stating that you were going
Since it was going to be published and you wanted
possible, I got to work immediately revising it.
much bigger task than I thought it would be. Let

to publish it in India came.
it published as soon as
This has proved to be a
me explain.

The book was written for those expecting to be missionarie~gathered to
study Hinduism in this country. Consequently, it was cast toward an Englishspeaking American audience. This would not fit an Indian audience. For example,
when I spoke of missionaries the American readers here thoug~ of missionaries
like themselves going out from America. But in India today American
missionaries are very few, whereas there were some thousands of missionaries
going out to the Punjab from Kerala or to Bihar from Tamil Nadu or Andhra.
Many other changes had to be made because of the Indian audience.
Chapter One was a careful statement as to missiological theory which lay
back of my 18 Satnami years and also expresses my convictions at the present
time. Bruce Graham felt
q~ite strongly that the book would suffer from
this. Those who would read it as a story would get tired of the theory and
quit. After discussing this with some other people, I decided his advice was
sound. Consequently, I shifted Chapter One to the end of the book and made it
Chapter Nine. In short, the book was revised to make it an interesting story
which readers would read with pleasure. After they got through eight chapters
I hoped many of them would be interested enough so that they would go on to
read the ninth chapter, a carefully worked out theory of what effective
evangelism is.
All this has involved an enormous amount of work. Many phrases and words
had to be altered. Many phrases and words had to be added. Here and there I
decided a couple of new paragraphs should go in. The rewriting and changing
has been considerable. Then it appeared to me that subheads in each chapter ,
would also add to readability. Deciding what the subheads would be and where
they should be placed was quite a task. The title of the book and the chapter
titles also have required considerable thought and change.
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All this, Roger, means that my editing task has taken me from November
until the middle of January and may take a few days more.
'"

"

Bruce Graham has the manuscript on his computer. Since at least ninetenths of the manuscript has been essentially unchanged, I decided that it
. would be quicker--and Bruce agreed with this--for me to make what changes
were necessary and then he in his spare time would make the changes on his
computer.
The complete edited manuscript now goes to him.
these changes I do not know. He is a very busy man.

How soon he will make

Since I understand that you want camera-ready copy sent to you, when he
has made these changes, the manuscript will come back to me in double-spaced
format. I wi.ll then read it again, or rather Betty Ann Klebe will read it out
to me. I will correct any mistakes in the typing and no doubt will make some
last-minute changes--improvements, I hope.
All this sounds as if we ought to be sending you the manuscript in March.
By then it will be a very precious document and will, I believe, fit the Indian
audience very much better. In revising it I have tried to make it speak to the
present conditions in the India of the next half century.
I am enclosing with this letter possible book titles, the table of
contents (chapter titles), and the introduction and Chapter one. I would
appreciate, Roger, getting back from you via Christie Graham if possible your
reaction to this scheme of action. I particularly want your judgment on
whether the idea of placing an exciting three pages as the introduction seems
to you a good one. Would it be better to start as we now start or to throw
out the introduction entirely? The thought here is that those exciting events
. wi 11 grab the attenti on of the reader, and he wi 11 then go on to read the story.
That is certainly a real possibility.
You will by this time have received word from Wheaton, P. O. Box S, that
in the last days of 1986 I sent you $4,000, $2,000 to be used in getting an
accuratement statement as to what was really happeni ng in severa 1 places and
$2,000 toward the permanent location of the Church Growth Research Centre.
Please tell June that we greatly appreciated her Christmas letter and
trust that she and you are enjoying this term more than any of the previous
ones.
With all good wishes and praying that God will grant you a rewarding 1987,
I remain
Your comrade in Ch~is ,

Donald McGavran

DM:bak
Encl. chapter titles, introduction, and Chapter One

Of these titles, Roger, which one do you prefer?
Possible Book Titles
Reaching an Un reached People
Birth Pai.ns of a People Movement
How Will India Become Christian?
Peoplewise Evangelism: A History of One Sma 11 Movement
Moving a People to Christ
Christwise People Movements, An Example

Chapter Titles
Introduction
Ch 1 Unreached Peoples Understood
Ch 2 One Unreached Field Explored
Ch 3 Peoplewise Evangelism Begins
Ch 4 Peoplewise Evangelism Described
Ch 5 Adequate Pastoring
Ch 6 Christianization--Four Stages
Ch 7 Social Justice and Evangelism
Ch 8 Missionary Adventures
Ch 9 Effective Evangelism is Discipling a Whole People

School of World Mission
Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182 USA
January 28, 1987
Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras - 600 010
India
Dear Roger:
I am just completing the semi-final revision of the book
manuscript which you are going to print in India. This will have to
be entered on the computer by Bruce Graham in final form and submitted
to me once more. On the final reading I expect to make very few
changes.
Now we need from you--by return of mail if possible--a statement
as to the size of page which you intend to use and the measurement in
inches of the printed section. Is it going to be 5x7 inches or
something better? We also need to know whether you wish it single
spaced with--let us say--a doublespace between paragraphs. When we
have on Bruce's computer an error-free manuscript, we shall then give
Bruce your careful directions as to size. He will tell his computer
what to do, and the computer wil print the ermr4ree manuscript. We
shall make two xerox copies of this and mail you two copies--one on
one day and the next two days later; one of them is certain to get
through.
All you will have to do then is simply get this manuscript
photocopied and the books manufactured.
Trusting that all goes well and that we shall hear from you in
short order, I am
As ever yours,

DM:bak

Donald McGavran

P.S. Bruce is talking about publishing through William Carey Library
an American edition of this book. It occurred to me that while this
certainly is one way to proceed, another way would be for you to
publish enough copies in India, in a good enough form. so that
William Carey Library could import 1,000 or 2,000 copies and sell
them at an American price. Then both you and William Carey Library
would make a good profit. Please tell us what you want done.

Donald t1cGavran
School of ~·Jorld r1ission
Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182
USA
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in 1835 . .It is coming again next
year, and I expect to go out with
it. It will be
the greatest disappointment of
my life if I don't
go out with Halley'S Comet. "
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Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Resea r ch Centre
Post Baf!- 768
Kilpauk, ~l adras - 600 010
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February 16, 1987
Dr. Roger Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
South India
Dear Roger:
Many thanks for your good letter of January 7. I just talked with
Christie Graham, and she tells me that when she visited, you were not
well, so she did not get a chance to see you. Also the material that
she took to India for me she did not bring back after you had seen it.
I expect that it is coming by mail right now.
On January 28 I wrote you asking for specific details concerning
the size of the page that you wanted to print so that we can get the
final computerized copy ready in the next month. There again I suppose
you have a letter in the mail headed this way.
This letter, Roger, takes up the matter of the title of the book.
You think that the titles I sent you will not sell the book. I am
therefore suggesting several other titles that I hope will sell it.
You might indicate which of these titles looks good to you. If none do,
please jot down a half a dozen that look good to you.
All this reminds me of the several months' correspondence with Dr.
Kenneth Grub that produced a title for my second book, How Churches
Grow, published by World Dominion Press in 1959.
Here are the titles that pop into my mind this morning:
A Caste Worships the True Name
The Story of the Lord and the True Name
The Excitement of Missionary Life
Adventures in Mission
Birth Pangs of a New Beginning
The Unchanging Drama of Religious Change
The two sets of table of contents are the existing one and a second
that I formed this morning, as I tried to make the chapter titles fit a
book title that was planned to sell the book. I would like to have your
response by return mail, if possible. Mind you, I do not promise to
follow your suggestions, but I would like to know what you think.
Trusting that all goes well and hope that you take care of
yourself and are not ill too much,
As ever your comrade in Christ,
Dona 1d

r~cGa vran

DM:bak
Introduction
Ch 1 Un reached Peoples Understood
Ch 2 One Unreached Field Explored

Let's Leave Idolatry
One by One or Village by Village
One Unreached People Explored

Donald i1cGa'lran
School of \Jorld ·Missjon
Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182
USA
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School of World Mission
Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182 USA
March 5, 1987

Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
India
Dear Roger:
Your letter of February 6 is before me. Thank you very much
for its detailed and exact statements. In regard to one or two
matters I shall seek further light from you.
1. Is it your intention that 5,000 books will be printed in
India and then William Carey Library will import--say, 3,000 of
these--and you will plan to sell 2,000 in India?
2. Is it your intention that you will print and sell 5,000 copies
in India, and William Carey Library will then print whatever
number it wishes to here in this country?
3. Since we are not rushing this through against an April 1
printing date, let me ask another question. Suppose that Bruce
Graham runs off a copy to your specifications--page size 5~ x 8~,
wide margins, etc.--and then he sends the copy to you. You make
whatever changes you like and send it back to us. Bruce will
tell his computer to make those changes, and that will be the
final copy. These computer typewriters are wonderful things!
I thoroughly agree that we want a book that looks nice and that
will sell well in India and in the U.S.
4. My final editing (semi-final?) is nearly completed. Bruce
is coming in this morning to pass on some suggestions. We will
incorporate these in the final editing.
Trusting that all goes well and with high regard, I remain
As ever yours,

Donald McGavran
DM:bak

Satnami book chapter titles
Ch 1

let's leave Idolatry

Ch 2

The Satnamis, and All Unreached

Ch 3

One Unreached People, the Satnamis, Evangelised

Ch 4

Peoplewise Evangelism Emphasised

Ch 5

One Way of Multiplying Congregations Described

Ch 6

Creating Effective Pastors

Ch 7

Four Stages of Christianisation

Ch 8

Social Justice and Evangelism

Ch 9

Missionary Adventures

Peoples~

Understood

Ch 10 Effective Evangelism is Discipling a Whole People

We are exploring possibilities of two maps--all of India, and an
enlarged section showing the Chhattisgarh plain. Also we are trying
to get a few sketches or drawings, one for each chapter. Sunder Raj's
book, ne Confusion Called Conversion, uses a cartoon at the beginning
of each chapter; that stimulated some ideas.
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19, 1987

Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
P. O. Box 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
India
Dear Roger:
Many thanks for your good letter of February 25, in which you
suggested titles for the book. Part of the problem is that the book
needs one title to sell it in the United States and another title to
sell it in India. However I would think that the same book could
bear different titles when sold in these two different nations. In
this letter I want to discuss the title that would sound best in India.
Deciding on the best title is something on which you and I both
can give our best thought when we see the book actually before us
noting what it says and what its chapters are titled. Since I will be
sending you the manuscript completed on Bruce Graham's computer, of the
size and shape that you recommended, the final decision as to the title
will probably not be made until you and I both have seen that.
However,
some thoughts
generally has
over a period
good. Let me

as a step in the right direction let me share with you
that I have had this morning. In choosing any title one
to write down a dozen different possibilities and then
of several weeks choose the one that continues to sound
list some possibilities below.

The Drama of Religious Change: The Satnami Story
The Satnami Story: Obeying Christ in One Jati
Peoplewise Evangelism: One Interesting Attempt
Effective Evangelism Explored: A Factual Account of One Instance
People By People: A God-blessed Method of Evangelism
Effective Evangelism Explored. What does the Great Commission
Mean in Modern India?
Effective Evangelism Explored. The Great Commission Illustrated
in the Satnami Story
Roger, I would deeply appreciate your listing the above titles in
order of preference. If you were to see these titles on seven different
books, which one would you pick up first?
Trusting that all goes well and that the March heat is not too much
for you and June, I am
As ever yours,
DM:bak
Encl. chapter titles

Donald McGavran

"I

•
•

•

,
•

26 March , 1987

Dr.

I

letter or March 19, 1981, w s received tod~. I
kastan to repl1. or all the poseibll1t1ec listed, I prefer
firatl
OF ~ REl.IGlOUS

CHANGE:

THE spTNAMI

i'ORY .

(A
t I do not real-I,.

In r
~1ke en,. of the others
s
tit1.~s .
'they would do well fer "p~per" or "cha.pter" title . But a
McGa,.ran book on Indiat l!ell, that 1~
mething ~u1 te
tiona! J The :r~rct on your li co t C~l'tu:-es sorne of th ~. t.
e title onlr for oth the ~~eric~n
•
!l.lh:'1
t
Indinn
Qud1encp.~.
r.oc.
'.'!ill be c ie:lper
d the
fftr keeping

I would

0

alEo ' be~o:e ns.
~e
Your letter of March 5, 198/, i
is that IndiA CM !,rodt~ ce D. copy 0 ex:nort '1ual- ty.. 14' Y01!r
U .8. d.1~tr" bu tor is t,.. . C rey Ll r ry, '!o will ~ ope: "' he~~ will

•

import at least ~,OOO copies. 'l hen we lVould. have to sell the
other 2, 000 ~n I~dia. Entir ly pos ible. B t it will be
b ~tter
tho U. • ma.l..;:et can b'"'o
5, 0 or wOll d. ·1s tribut1on, in D.o.~ ' tion to our 2 , 000 i' I ndia.
"h .. t vlOuld
be ~ total of 7,000 copi t:. &11 J "9!o\.l.ld r :lC " t n , p l'i..,e

copy atill mor.;.
I h')pe the

ve cl.:.r1 f ' :::.

In a couple 01 d2YS I am' orf to the i leiris for th ~ee
l'eeks--tt':o for the first l" c \?[l.vr ~~ I.n Et.i tu t ~ u ~q"' r S · sion
t Coonoo!", on fo r !;li T'i tv · n c urcheE of t e distric t
during Holy
ck.
•
4'
.,
.
~i r
D\).r i ~ e; !.f r;e.y :f YO l ·~ i--i1_
e .t r ef' d , .
.I. e !
at Sat T
.. ~hr - ?rl th Pev. D. _ • Titus for
c uu~~e of
Then allot er t wo- f'
·oon r aliI' _n g .~ . t ~ e .
"- as i on at

.

.j

•

p. r~

regerds.

Gr

tin ~

t o ....... 1 •...
•

In Christ,
•

Rcw.un c!

rh

•
•

•
,
•

e
•

setts •

•

3

rf 1 1987.

r.

ld A.
ran,
Fuller Theologfea 1 S i nary
th Oakl nd Avenue
135 -

s

- CA - 91182 _

U. S. A.

r

r. · cGavran,

Your letter of
has just reached
at
Coonoor. The C u
rowth Research Centre office
ts se ding you this brief ote. 1 wfll write
re
I ere

e surpri sed to learn

11t
Carey Library
is producing their own edftion of your
narD books .
In 1f ght of thi s deve lopt ent I thi nk we
t reeonst der the
Ie pro ect. To 1i it our producti on
to on I y 2,000 copf es
II push the prf ce per copy
f r ab
the ffor ble level in India . . f-llf
C rey production costs, are prohibitive for the Indian
.
t. Our on ly possf bf 11 ty f s to produce at least
5,000 copies.
ut we can expect to se 11 on 1y 2.000
fn India. Therefore we need a guaranteed order for
the other 3,000 fr
your orth
erica distri utor.
Without that we cannot proc d •
•

Sorry, but I thought this was clear fro.

In Christ,

ROGER. E. HEDL
cc: S.

the beginning .

•

D.

santharaj Albert.

REH:sa
•

School of World Mission
Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182 USA
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Apri 1 13, 1987
Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768, Kilpauk
Madras 600 010, India
Dear Roger:
Many thanks for your recent letter from the highlands.
It throws a new perspective into the ring. Since nothing was
said at all in the beginning as to who was going to publish
and I have done my entire revision--a long , expensive project-on the assumption that you were going to publish it in India,
I trust that we can work out something that solves the problem .

,

There is no question at all about your publishing the
Indian edition in India . Please understand that William Carey
Library is also qui.te ready to publish a small American
edition--probably 1, 000 copies here in America . You will write
the foreword for the Indian edition , and Bruce Graham will
write the foreword for the American edition.
So I do not see any real difficulty. Please write me on
this matter so that I can talk intelligently to David Shaver
at William Carey Library .
In haste, as ever yours,

Donald McGavran
DM : bak
P.S . I have just been talking to Bruce Graham about this . He
wondered whether the books printed in India would be cheap enough
so that they could be given away in the Perspectives class as
part of the course materials . In one of your previous letter you
stated that the books would cost the U.S . Center 5 ru
. If you
will kindly confirm this, I think our problem is so ve . l'hat
would make ' the books cheap enough so that they could be given away
in large quantities to those enrolling in the Center courses. They
CQuld also be sold by William Carey Library for a respectable profit.
I am sure, Roger, that we can work this out.

. - ..

•

Donald t1cGavran
School of lJorld ~1ission
Fuller Theolo9ical Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182
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"
I came in with Halley's Comet
in 1835. It is coming again next
year, and I expect to go out with
it. It will be
the greatest disappointment of
my life if I don't
go out with Halley's Comet. "

Dr . Rog~r E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768, Kilpauk
Madras 600 010, India
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School of World Mission, Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182 USA
Apri 1 29, 1987
Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768, Kilpauk
Madras 600 010, India
Dear Roger:
Today at 10 o'clock there will be a memorial service for Dr. J. Edwin
Orr, who died last week. The Christian cause has lost a great leader. His
work, however, the elevation of revival to a respected place in Christian
thinking, will go on long after his departure.
As April draws to a close, I find that I am putting in the final
touches to A DRAMA OF RELIGIOUS CHANGE- -THE SATNAMI STORY or THE SATNAMI
STORY--A DRAMA OF RELIGIOUS CHANGE.
My present plan is to send a copy of this to you by air mail. Please
give me the address to which it should go. Will you be in Kodalkanal or in
Madras? Would you let me have the dates you will be in Kodalkanal and the
address there and the dates when you are back in Madras. I do not want the
manuscript wandering around allover India.
The book will speak to two quite distinct audiences--the educated
English-reading Christian public in India and the students who gather in
Perspectives classes and Hindu study courses at the U. S. Center for World
Mission and hopefully others also in the American missionary world.
Consequently, I am thinking of asking that after you have read the manuscript
you write a foreword for the Indian edition and that Bruce Graham write a
foreword for the American edition.
What I wish to ask you now, Roger, is simply this. I am expecting
that both the American edition and the Indian edition will be printed by
you there in India. When you print the books that will sell in India,
you will print them with your foreword. When you print those that will
be sent to the United States, you will print them with Bruce Graham's
foreword. I should think that any printing company could very easily
change one page in the printing process. Do you see any difficulties in
thi s?
Henrietta Watson last night was telling me that TEAM mission in the
northern corner of Maharashtra is experiencing quite a number of converts
from the Mauchis. Does this mean that the people movements from among
the Bhils, Mauchis, Mongs, Mahars, and others are going forward? What is
your information?
All good wishes. May God's rich blessings rest
on you and June as you continue your most important labors.
Your comrade in
r' t
Donald McGavran

I

DM:bak
P.S. The time table now appears to be something like this. Within two
weeks I will send you the completed manuscript. You will write the
foreword for it and return it to me. I will get your foreword by June 30
at the latest. I will plan to send you the completed manuscript with your
-fl)re'''orrl anrl Rrllce's <;nmptirnp ill Auoust, hnneflJllv hefnrp AIJOllSt 11 .
Does this sound right to you?

:
onal d l~cGavran
chool of World Mission
uller Theological Seminary
asadena, California 91182
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Fuller Theologic£11 ~~elllinl1TY
May 1, 1987

Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768, Kilpauk
Madras 600 010, India
Dear Roger:
I am working on the manuscript of THE SATNAMI
STORY, A Thrilling Drama of Religious Change.
I send you a copy of my letter to Bruce Graham
that will tell you about current thinking. I feel
sure that the book will be produced, and I am
anxiously awaiting your reply to my last letter.
With all good wishes,
As ever yours in Christ,

Donald McGavran
DM:bak
Encl. cc OM May 1 letter to Bruce Graham

Pa adena, CalIfornIa 911 2· Telephone
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Fuller T eological "",en1lnary
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May 1, 1987
Mr. Bruce Graham
1692 North Sierra Bonita
Pasadena~ California 91104

•

Dear Bruce:
We are now ready to take the next step in the printing of THE
SATNAMI STORY, A Thrilling Drama of Religious Change. I send you
the manuscript with a good many changes in every chapter. Also there
must be a picture/drawing at the beginning of every chapter and a
sentence in a box at the end of the chapter. This will mean that you
will have to print it again to make these changes and make the chapters
look right.

•

In order not to waste time, I would suggest that you find out how
large the pictures are to be. Will they take two inches or three inches?
Then you can start each chapter at the correct place on its page. As
soon as this is done, then we will send a draft out to Roger Hedlund
and ask him to write a foreword for the Indian edition.

•

At the same time, you will be writing a foreword for the American
edition. As soon as these forewords come back, together with any
suggestions that Hedlund may have or that you may have, we can make the
final changes in the manuscript and prepare the camera-ready copy.

•

In regard to the printing, please assure David Shaver t hat I shall
be happy to provide--let us say--$l,OOO toward the import of--let us say
--2500 copies.
We can then write to Hedlund saying, "Go ahead and print 5,000 .
Twenty-five hundred will be sold in India and 2500 in North America. "
How does all this sound to you?
With every good wish,
As ever s i ncer"'--* '/V1'efl(7'

Dona 1d McGavran
DM:bak
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Fuller Theological Senl i l1ar~J
May 11, 1987

Dr. Roger E~. Hedl und
Church GroWifl Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
India
Dear Roger:
About a month ago I wrote to Ezra Sargunam asking for hard facts
concerning what he~ actually doing and what the Evangelical Church of
India in his part of India is doing. I had been getting reports from
various parts of India suggesting that his movements around Aurangabad
and Madras and some other centers were largely inflated and indeed
false. I also wrote to several others who ought to know. You see,
accurate data is something which we must have if church growth is
going to be an actual fact.
True, as the church spreads in New Testament fashion, it always
spreads faster than accurate data are available. I have no doubt that
the apostles in Jerusalem did not really believe what the Apostle Paul
was doing. though they did like the money he was bringing back to
Jerusalem from time to time.
All the information I now get from India makes me believe that
Ezra Sargunam's work is real church growth. He is penetrating a good
many societies and multiplying churches in them. With the seminary there
in Madras, the top leaders in his church have an excellent three-year
seminary training behind them.
True. because he is following church growth principles and
multiplying congregations in ethnic units where people can become
Christians without leaving their ethnic unit, he is accused by some of
my correspondents of starting caste churches. To this, of course, as
you and I know very well, the only answer is that all the great churches
in India have grown strong and numerous among castes--the Baptists among
the Madigas, the Lutherans among the Malas, the northeast Baptists among
the Nagas, the northeast Presbyterians among the Mizos, the United
Presbyterians in the northeast Punjab among the Churahs. Any talk about
starting churches in the general population by educated grandsons of
Untouchable converts in India is really laughable. The only way the
church will spread in India is along caste lines.
By the way, a Pentecostal friend of mine in India wrote me recently
that he had started a church among the Naidus somewhere in Andhra State.
This is indeed very significant--and, of course, the movement of the
FMPBs, TEAM Mission, and others in southeast Gujarat, northern Maharashtra,
and southeast Rajasthan is a movement of five major castes--Mauchis, Bhils,
Gamats, Mangs. and Mahars .
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Dr. Hedlund
May 11, 1987
Page 2
Now as to the Satnami story, I think that what we need at the
present time, Roger, is a statement from you based on the following
facts. I shall send you very soon a computer-printed copy of the
manuscript. It is in shape so that it can be printed immediately.
There will need to be no typesetting, no running through a computer
there. It is in exactly the shape I want it to be. All that needs to
be done is to run off 5,000 copies and bind them. If the price is
sufficiently small, then the Perspectives Class carried on at the U.S.
Center for World Mission will import a couple of thousand and give
these away to all students enrolling in the Perspectives Class. At
the same time, William Carey Library thinks it can serl possibly another
thousand. So America will take 3,000 of the 5,000 and leave you with
2,000 there in India. You will have no cost of preparing the material,
computerizing it revising it, editing it, or proofreading it. All you
will have to do is to run it off on an Indian press on Indian paper and
bind it in a cover that you all design. In short there will be no
great financial burden at all. Please let me have your response to
this as soon as you can.
As to titles the one I presently have in mind is THE SATNAMI
STORY: A THRILLING DRAMA OF RELIGIOUS CHANGE. But I am wondering what
you would think of LET'S LEAVE IDOLATRY subtitle, A DRAMA OF RELIGIOUS
CHANGE. Which of the two do you like better?
As soon as you have seen the manuscript in its finished (and
considerably changed) form the foreword that you will write for the
be written. As soon as you get the finished
Indian edition can
manuscript, please, therefore, write the foreword and send it to me.
I will have it typed up on the same computer and sent back to you. This
will cause a delay of about a month but I think is well worth the time.
As ever yours in Christ,

Donald McGavran
DM:bak
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1692 rth Sierra Bonita
Pasadena, California 91104
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May 25, 1987

Dr. Roger Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768, Kilpaut, Madras 600 010
India

Dear Bruce and Roger:
pre
plan is for Bruce to wr1te the foreword for the books that
w1ll
to
ca and
sold here. Some of them will be given away to
Perspectives students. Others will be sold by i11iam Carey library over
the next several years. The books that come to America will be read by
peopl who are not going to India as missionaries ; t hey re goi ng to the
,Japan, Zambia, Germany, Indonesia, Canada, etc.
P ilippi

Roger will write the foreword for the 2,000 copies that will remai n i n
India. These w1ll be read chiefly by Indians. Those concerned with the
evangelization of responsive segments of the Indian society will r ad t his
book.
Roger will be
ding the book to men with an Indian mentality. Some
are achieving considerable conversions among the tri bes of northeast Indi a,
the castes of west central India, t he Harijans of south Ind i a , and--hopefu 11y
--groups of various Respectable castes which begin t urni n t o Ch ris t -- the
Kammas, Kapus, Yerikulas, Naidus, and others.
the other hand, Bruce will be speaking t o Europeans and Americans
who
be missionaries in many l ands . They may be, i ndeed, seeki n to wi n
segments of Americans in America , English in England , or European society
to Christ. They may be seeking to multi ply churches among t he Hispan ics,
Chinese, or other i i grants t o Canada and rth America .
I have thought about printi ng both a preface fr om Bruce and a f oreword
from Roger in all the books but after consi derabl e medi t t ion have tur ned
that idea down. Those who buy and read t he books i n Indi a 11 be so
completely different from t hose 0 buy t he books i n .~o rth Ameri ca that I am
sticking to my ori ginal proposal that Bruce write the introduct ion for t he
3,000 books we are importing to North America and Roger wri te the i ntroduction
for t he 2,000 books being sol d in India. I trust that th is reques t will seem
reasonable and right to both of you . I
u1d app reci ate recei vi ng f rom you
copies of the introduction t h t you woul d .1i ke to wr ite for t hi s vo l e .
Thanking you again most cordially for wri t i ng it and trust i ng that the
publication of this book will hel p worl d evangeli zati on , 1 remain
As ever your comrade i n t he bonds of the Gre t Commi ssion,

Don 1d Mcga
DH :bak
R0ger, you, of course, will not write the intr od ucti on un t il after you receive
the manuscript.
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May 28, 1987

Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
India
Dear Roger:
Last year when you told Bruce Graham or Ralph Winter that you
were prepared to print the manuscript they were using year after year
in the Perspectives class (Let's Leave Idolatry, A Drama of Religious
Change), I went to work revising that manuscript. I did not want it
printed in the rough state. I have worked on it for the past four
months. It is now a much better manuscript.
Bruce Graham has it all on his computer. He has made change
after change. My latest reading of the manuscript has resulted in
perhaps 50 minor additions of one sort and another. These are going
to him this week. He will put them on his computer, make the changes,
and print out the final typed copy. We will then send this to you by
first class mail. It should arrive sometime ten or twelve days after
it is posted.
I see no need, Roger, for Bruce to run this off on a floppy disc,
send the floppy disc to you, then you put the disc on your computer,
and make the typed copy which you will print.
When you get the typed copy toward the end of June--let us say-you will then write the foreword for the 2,000 Indian copies. While
you are doing that, Bruce will write the foreword for the American 3,000.
You will send your foreword to me by mail, and Bruce will put both
forewords into his computer so they will appear in the same type used
in the rest of the book. Both forewords, printed on his computer, will
be sent to you. You will run off the 2,000 for India and the 3,000 for
North America and send the 3,000 to William Carey Library, 1705 North
Sierra Bonita Avenue, Pasadena 91104, in the cheapest way possible.
All this, Roger, depends on your sending us at your convenience
a statement as to the costs concerned. Bruce hopes that the 3,000 copies
of the American edition will be cheap enough so that they can be given ~~n:
6Ht to all those who take the Perspectives course. You in India will
want the cost to be such that you can easily recover it from the sale of
books in India plus what William Carey Library will send you from
Pasadena. So you see there are a few "little items yet to be settled.
However, I am sure it will all work out.
ll
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Dr. Hedlund
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I am confident that when you receive the manuscript about a month

from now you will be pleased with it.
The other matter that you raised in your good letter of April 29
I am dealing with in a separate letter that will come to you in a few
days.
I am

All good wishes, and trusting that you are enjoying good health,
As ever yours in Christ,

Donald McGavran
DM:bak
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August 6, 1987

Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
India
Dear Roger:
For the past month or more I have been editing the Satnami story.
It is now practically complete. Minor imperfections have been edited
out. It will be coming to you in a couple of weeks.
This morning I spent nearly an hour with Bruce Graham and Dave
Shaver at William Carey Library offices discussing this manuscript.
1.

Will this be published in India and America or only in India?

2.

Will the Perspectives classes be required to purchase this book?
It describes in its last chapter the multiplication of congregations
through people movements. The Great Commission requires the discipling
of ethnos after ethnos, jati after jati. How can we obey this
command?

3.

Dave Shaver thought that this book could be printed in America for
about $1 a copy. He wondered whether this was not probably cheaper,
and better than it can be done in India.

4.

The copy used in America will have a foreword written by Bruce Graham.
The copy used in India will have a foreword by Roger Hedlund.

5.

The book will have 178 pages. Dave Shaver will be sending you by post
today or tomorrow all the printing details. He will be telling you
what it would cost to print in America and will be asking you what
it would cost to print in India and ship to America.

6.

My tentative judgment, Roger, on August 6 is that for the sake of
distribution in India we should print the Indian edition, foreword by
you, in India. I would like to see this book brought out by the
Church Growth Research Association. It is one small push in the right
direction, i.e., encouraging nationals and national missionary societies
to work for people movements.

7.

The present title which I would like very much to see used is three
words--LET'S LEAVE IDOLATRY. The subtitle would be, "A Drama of
Religious Change."

•
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8.

Every effort has been made to make the book readable, to recount
interesting incidents as part of the story of well planned
evangelistic strategy. Chapter 9 is a series of interesting
adventures.

9.

Chapter 10, however, is a carefully planned statement of people movement
strategy as essential missionary strategy. One - by-one out of many
castes is numbered as a second strategy which must on occasion be used.
But it always results in very slow growth. Hence, to pray for, work
for, plan and carry out the movement of groups of families all
belonging to one segment of society into the Christian faith is
explained in detail in Chapter 10.

The book will have an index. As I have stated, the foreword for the
Indian edition I would like to have written by you. I want to do all I
can to build up the Church Growth Research Association as an essential
part of all evangelistic efforts by Branches of the Universal Church in
India.
When you get Dave Shaver's letter, please read it carefully. Dave is
a good friend of yours and mine and wants to do whatever he can toward the
publication and republication of this book. I think it might very well
become a book which year after year was republished to sell to Perspectives
students. The book Perspectives itself by the way, has just printed its
45,000th copy.
All good wishes.
Yours in great haste,
I

Donald McGavran
DM:bak
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August 24, 1987
Roger Hedlund
Post Bag #768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
INDIA
Dear Roger:
plans to publish Donald
I
am writing
to
Recently Dr. McGav ran,
McGavran's new book
Bruce Graham and I met for a discussion of the matter.
Bruce is
presently preparing
the book through a
desk-top
publishing system at the U.S. Center for World Mission.
He is
able to produce camera-r eady copy through a laser -prin t i ng system
at a fraction of the cost of having the material phototypeset.
If you have a
recent copy of the International Journal for
Frontier Miss ions you can see the quality of reproduction.
We estimate that it will be about 176 pages and the finished trim
size will
be 5
1/2")( 8 1/2".
At present I am sending quote
requests to several
printers to get an idea of what
the
production co st s
will ' be if the book is manufactured here in the
U.S.
I am asking quotes on 2,000 and 3,000 copies.
That brings us to the mat ter of wh ere to have the book printed
and how many.
Bruce Graham has previously mentioned that you
would like to have them printed
there in
India with us taking
3,000 copies.
However,
we would have difficulty moving that
many, especi ally with the quality of printing done in India.
We
would consider 2,000 but no more
<and possibly less).
At this
point I do not have any indication of the number
of copies you
are interested in.
Could you
let me know your thoughts on the matter? Perhaps you
could get a printing quote there and give me an idea of what the
costs would be.
We have to consider shipping costs either way.
Dr. McGavran mentioned that
it would be good if you could write
the foreword for
the
Indian edition
<and possibly for the
Engl ish).
Thank you for your help.
Sincerely,

/

ave Shaver
Manager
vran

I will wait to hear from you.
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October 9, 1987
Dr. R. E. Hedlund
Mr. S. Vasantharaj Albert
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
India
Dear Roger and Vasantharaj:
Today's mail brings a letter from Vasantharaj dated September 16
concerning the publication of LET'S LEAVE IDOLATRY or the Satnami
story. My delay in answering is due to the fact that I am just
recovering very slowly from a serious abdominal operation.
Vasantharaj indicates that if William Carey Library prints the
American edition, it will be impossible for Church Growth Research
Centre to print an Indian edition, though you would be glad if it were
possible.
This morning I called Dave Shaver at William Carey Library, and
he made the following suggestion. "William Carey Library will print
an extra thousand copies of the book for India and will ship them to
India. The cost will be probably $1 a book. If CGRC agrees, we can
get started on this immediately. Please write them and find out.
II

In short, Roger, instead of having two editions--one an Indian
edition to which you write the foreword, and an American edition to
which Bruce Graham writes the foreword--what Dave Shaver is now
proposing is the following: that Bruce write a two-page preface and
that you write a two-page foreword. The entire edition printed here
will include both the foreword and the preface. William Carey Library
will then run off 1,000 for India and as many as it believes it can
sell in America. As soon as the book is off the press, the 1,000
copies to India will be mai led. You will send 5,000 rupees to William
Carey Library, and I will give it another 5,000 rupees. Thus the cost
of the 1,000 copies sent to India will be at least partially paid or.
Dave Shaver said he wanted to help you all he could.
Let me end this letter with a brief history of how this book
manuscript came to be written. I delivered the story of my labors in
India between 1936 and 1954 as a series of lectures to a Perspectives
class some years ago--perhaps 1979. I wrote out the lectures, not
imagining that they would ever be given again.
Somehow or other a copy of these lectures came to your hand,
Roger. You read them, and the word that reached me was that you
thought the story of considerable interest in India and were planning
to publish it. I therefore put in several months' work revising those
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very rough lectures. The present manuscript is an eminently
publishable story. It is a true account of the sort of life work,
propagation of the gospel, and adventures which I suppose tens of
thousands of missionaries allover the world have done.
As I did my final revision, Roger, I adjusted the manuscript
again and again to make it more palatable to younger church leaders,
not only in India but in other parts of the world.
In the 1980s, 1990s, and the coming centuries we live in a
different world from that which existed before 1954. Nevertheless,
the basic problems of carrying out Christ's command (matheteusate
panta ta ethne) remain very much the same. How do we get men and
women not only to turn away from their sins and their other gods-sex, money, power, idols, etc.--but form themselves into ongoing
believers in Jesus Christ as revealed in God's Word, the Bible?
Methods, of course will change from ethnos to ethnos and country to
country and decade to decade. But the end result we seek is always
the same.
Trusting to hear from you by return of mail so that we can get
ahead with this program--hopefully before I die--and trusting that
God continues to pour out an abundant blessing on both of you and
your most important labor, I remain
Your comrade in the bonds of the Great Commission,
--~

Donald McGavran
DM:bak

•

•

Wl lC1»1
~are~

Ll

Publishers and Distributors
P.O. Box 40129
Pasadena, CA 91104 U.S A .
(818) 798-0819

ray~

/
~----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~

I

•

November 6,
S. Vasanthal-a j A I ber t
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras-600 010
INDIA

1987

•

Oear Brother Albert:
Thank you for your letter and your suggestion concerning printing
Dr. McGavran's book there in India.
I understand your great concel-n for
the cost
of
the book if
printed here
in North
America and
shipped to India.
The price
you would need to sell the book for would be almost prohibitive.
The problem
is we do not
want 3,000 copies.
It is the type of
book that will b~ very hard
to market
in North
America even if
produced here.
If the book is printed in India the most we would
be interested in is 1,000 copies.
I will be in consultation with Dr. McGavran, Bruce Graham and Dr.
Ralph Winter
to talk
this over and then I can let you know what
we decide to do.
I would like to see God provide so we can send
you copies of the book at little or no cost to help you out.
But
that is just a faith statement at this point - no promise.
God bless in your ministry.
Sincerely,

, 14
Dave~

j

in Christ,

I S,,/~~

Shaver
Manager
William Carey Library

cc: Dr. R. E. Hedlund, Dr. McGavran, Bruce Grahalo, Dr. Winter
,
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November 9, 1987
Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600 010
India
Dear Roger:
A few weeks ago I wrote to you asking whether you would contribute a
foreword to LET':::; LEAVE IDOLATRY, the SatnaDll story, and would havt: ~t:illiai"
Carey Library print an extra 1,000 for India. The 1,000 would be sent to you
by surface mail. They would cost about $1,000. I would contribute S500 if you
would contribute $500.
Not having heard from you, I wonder whether my first letter reached you.
I hope that your answer to my questions will be yes. In that case, I will at
once get Yilliam Carey Library to start the printing process.
Your Church Growth Research Association and the many activities it is
carrying out are having a pronounced effect on church growth in India. I hope
that the next few years will see a steady increase in that effect. Certainly
the Christian cause is the most effective answer to most of India's ills.
Somehow or other we must get a larger acceptance of the Christian faith. This
acceptance must come not only from the 70 or so castes and tribes that have
responded but also from the nearly 26,000 from which only a few individuals
here and there have become Christians.
A week ago I heard Dr. Jonathan Chao, principal of the great seminary in
Hong Kong, speak about the tremendous growth of the Christian faith in China.
In 1948 there were maybe 1 million or 1.5 million Protestants. Today there are
well over 50 million, and some say 100 million. Yhole villages have become
Christians. House churches by the tens of thousands exist.
Vhat would you think, Roger, of gettjng Or. Chao's lecture on this
subject, editing it to make it applicable to India, and then publishjng it both
as an article in your magazine and as a tract? In fact, if the Norttl India
Tract and Book Society were to publish 100,000 or 200,000 of these and
distribute them, it would be excellent. The tract and your article \!ould say,
"If this happened in China, just north of us, it can happen in India also."
The idea that becoming a Christian is something that foreigners have asked us
to do must be succeeded by the idea that becoming followers of Prabhll Yishu
Masih is the best thing that could possibly happen. People can beconle
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ without joining existing congrega1ions.
Dr. Chao was quite emphatic in stating that the Three Self Church led by
Bishop Teng has opposed and denied the great house church movement. He says
house churches have little to do with the spread of the Christian faith.
Indeed, he has ridiculed it and stated that it was not really happening.
•
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Existing Branches of the Universal Church tend to look askance at all growth
that does not lead into themselves. This will also happen in India.
Nevertheless, we must open India to a movement like that in China.
All good wishes, God's richest blessings, and do let me have your response
as soon as possible to my question concerning LET'S LEAVE IDOLATRY, the Satnami
story.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Donald McGavran
DM:bak
November 13, 1987
P.S. Vasantharaj's letter of October 22 has been forwarded to me
Carey Library. Vasantharaj writes as if he had not seen my offer
of the $1,000 for the 1,000 copies of LET'S LEAVE IDOLATRY. When
$500, Roger, it \vill mean that each book will cost you not $1 but

by William
to pay half
I send you
50C.

William Carey Library's position is quite clear. It is not going to
print 5,000 copies in India. So the option facing you there in India is
simply: Do you want 1,000 copies which will cost you about 6-10 rupees a
copy?
In making your decision in regard to this, Roger, I hope you take into
account that my four or five months' work on this editing, revising, rewriting,
preparing at least three printouts was all started by your statement. You,
who had seen the very rough first edition, wanted to print this in India.
Otherwise, I would never have put in several months of considerable labor.
I would very much like to have from you and Bruce Graham an introduction
and a preface. Your introduction would be for the readers in India. His
preface would be for the readers in the Perspectives class.
I just talked with Bruce, who says he is covered up with work on the $8million campaign. Therefore, we will put off decisions concerning LET'S LEAVE
IDOLATRY until 1988.
With every good wish and prayers for the Church Growth Research Association,
I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Donald HcGavran
DM:bak

School of World Mission, Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182 USA
February 19, 1988
Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Research Centre
Post Bag 768, Kilpauk
Madras 600 010, India
Dear Roger:
This is February 19, and the year is rolling on. I am anxious to get the Satnami
story printed and used by the Perspectives class and by readers in India. I would
therefore deeply appreciate an answer from you to my letter of January 7. So that
you will not have to look up this letter, I give you exactly what that letter says
on this subject in the following paragraphs. I am anxious to get this book launched
fairly soon.
Trusting that I shall hear from you soon in regard to the other several matters I
wrote on January 7, 13, and 26. I expect to see you when you come home later this
year.
As ever yours in Christ,
DM:bak

Donald McGavran

P.S. I had a good long talk with Ralph Winter urging that William Carey University
now start a college giving a B.A. in missiology. Devoted Christian men and women
who have a B.A. in missiology will make just as good missionaries as those who
have an M.A. or D.Miss. in missiology. And they will be much more numerous.
January 7, 1988
I have just read again your paragraph concerning the publication of the Satnami
story, Let's Leave Idolatry. Believe me, I am most anxious to do it in a way
that will benefit both your original proposal and the Perspectives' plan to use
the book as part of its course. You see, Perspectives classes are now being
held all across America with some 2,000 to 3,000 students enrolling every year.
You will be delighted to know that the $8 million needed to payoff the Nazarene
College at Point Loma have finally been raised! A celebration is to be held
about the middle of this month. Bruce Graham and Dave Shaver and the entire
staff over there are engaged in other things, so I am not raising with them the
question as to how best to proceed with the printing of the Satnami story.
Therefore, in this letter I want to ask you a simple question. Since lain
sending CGRC about $1,000 a year as a support gift and am sending it through
P.O. Box 5, Wheaton, Illinois, wouldn't it be simple for you simply to write
to them saying, "Send $500 of the next $1,000 which McGavran sends to William
Carey Library in Pasadena"? That would pay the bill quite simply.
How the books are to be sent to you, of course, is another question. Suppose
~~i 11 i am Carey Library were to do up 20-pound packages of the books and ma i 1
them to you week by week; there might be four or more such packages. lJould
this not be a simple way to get the books out to you? The problem would be
solved.
If you see any d iffi cu 1iy in th is, please ~'Jrite me. 1 wi LL_not do Jlnyth it:l.sL
until I hear from you. We must get this little matter suitably solved and soon.
DH

Donald ~kGavran
Schoo 1 of World Mission
Fuller Theological Seminary
Pasadena, California 91182
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2 March, 1988
Dear Or. McGavran:
Vesterday
I received your letter o~ February
19,
1988.
Apparently you did not receive my letter o~ 4 February, 1988.
I
enclose a copy a. that deals with the very questions you are
asking.
Also I will include printouts o~ previous letters o~ 24
November and 14 October, 1987, which also deal with the §~tn.m~
§~Qt~.
I hope this clari~ies.
Ves, preCisely because o~ the 2,000 or 3,000 Perspective.
students yearly, it should be very e~sy ~or Pasadena to dispose
o~ that many copies of the book!
Bu~ William Carey Library does
not se. how they can sell that many?
Apparently the leading
missiological publisher is not in touch with the market! But ~or
some reason they seem to think that we in India should be able to
do so. Unrealistic. Fer all the reason presented previously, we
simply ~annot engage in import.
W. can, however, hand the
project over to someone who specializes in publication and
distribution.
That we are prepared to do. But we cannot without
a manuscript.
Pasadena has not been able to supply that.
There~ore
there is nothing we can do for the present.
From our
viewpoint the original conditions still stand.
If Pasadena is
not. willing to deal with us, let them say so and save all of us a
1 ot o~ t.roubl e.
In a rush.
Vour. in Christ,
Rogsr E. Hsdlund
eel

Vr-eh

Rev. Va.antharaj
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April 11, 1988

Dr. Roger E. Hedlund
Church Growth Assn. of India
Post Bag 768
Kilpauk, Madras 600010
South India
Dear Roger,
Just a briefnote to tell you that the thousand dollars that I had asked you to contribute toward
the publication of the Indian edition has come in. You don't need to bother with raising it. It has
come in. Consequently, all that is needed from you now is an introduction or preface or foreword-as brief as you want to make it or as long as you want to make it to the Satnami story, and Dave
Shaver will print an additional thousand copies, do them up in packets, and mail them to your
address. How you sell them or what price you put upon them in India will, of course, depend
entirely on you. The books will cost you nothing and how you distribute them is your affair.
I would suggest that in your introduction by the way, yours will be the only introduction;
Bruce Graham's introduction will be in the books that are printed for the Perspectives classes here
in America it might be well to point out that the kind of missions which is portrayed in the
Satnami story is substantially the kind of missions that all missionaries in India, whether they
are Indians or Americans or Japanese or Koreans, will be carrying out. All missionaries will
meet many of the same problems. All missionaries should be trying not merely to proclaim the
Gospel and get an individual convert here and there, but they should be trying to start a Christward
movement in some one of the 25,000 castes in India in which there has been no Christward
movement at all.
In short, as you regard the Satnami story with the account of who the Satnamis were and
how they had turned to a monotheistic religion way back in 1820 or thereabouts and then were
gradually sucked back into idolatrous Hinduism with plenty of mud idols of Ganesh and
Hanuman and Ram and Sita and others, as they were sucked baCk into this and as their pundits
started to read their Ramayama and the Mahabharata and the Bhagavad Gita aloud people
didn't understand it but they all gathered to hear it for a fee of three or four hundred rupees, that
this kind of religion, this Hinduism is precisely the sort of thing that Christians need to speak to.
It is precisely the kind of religion from which God calls them to faith in the True and Living God
and to His Word, as revealed in the Bible.
How that is done is, of course, a very important matter. There will probably be a different
method for almost every different preacher. One preacher will use this method that fits him;
another preacher will use that method that fits him. But all ofthem must proclaim Jesus Christ as
God and only Saviour and the Bible as God's final word, the Word of God to men.
Our family has recently been listening to chapter after chapter from Jeremiah. As I have
listened to it, Roger, I have been amazed at the degree to which the same things with a few minor
changes, of course, could be said to modern American populations. In Jeremiah's day the Jewish
people went to the temples, back to God's temple, Jehovah's temple. But they also sacrificed to many
other gods and they also were people of greed and avarice. It is this to which Jeremiah is speaking,
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and his book speaks to us today. Some such feeling concerning the Bible, in all its 66 Books, needs
to be part of the Christian consciousness today. We need to multiply groups of people who will hear
God speaking to them, not to ancient residents of Jerusalem but to them, today, in 1988, wherever
they are in towns or cities or villages, in India in the south of India and the north of India and
the central part of India and the west and the east of India.
I must not write more, but I hope to get from you your introduction in the very near future so
the book can be printed in the near future. Many, many thanks.
In all things, let us seek God's will.
Sincerely,

Donald McGavran
DMcG:mlm

~

Publishers and Distributors
P.O. Box 40129
Pasadena. CA 91114 U.S.A.
(818) 198-0819

Dr. R. E. Hedlund
55, Luz Ave. (1st Floor)
Mylapore, MADRAS 600 004
Dear

Roger~

We just received, from the printer, Donald McGavran's last book, THE
SAlIIWIJ sn:Rf: A lhri 11 itIIJ Dr... of He 1 igious Daange.
Dr. McGavran had wanted 1,000 copies of the book to be sent to you and
your work there in India as a gift. This has been arranged, since his
homegoing, through the McGavran Charitable Trust, administered by the
Fuller Foundation. Shipping costs will also be covered so there will
be no expense in that way.
These books are ready for shipping and I need instructions from you.
We can send them by Direct Sack, surface mail, over a period of time,
say 1 shipment a week. We would mark each package as a gift, or
however the Indian government would require. If there is another way
you wish, just let me know.
In the meantime, I am sending you two copies by airmail so you will be
able to have a copy for reference. Perhaps in one of your last
conversations with Dr. McGavran you received some indication of how he
wants the books distributed. Selling them in India to raise money for
your work would certainly be feasible.
Fuller Seminary and the School of World Mission is having a special
memorial service tomorrow morning for Dr. McGavran. The service will
be followed by an international conference on Church Growth. His
positive, visionary influence will go on from his writings and his
influenc in others, including yourself.
God bless in your ministry.

I will wait to hear from you.

Sincerely, in Christ,
Dave Shaver
General Manager
cc: Sam Belcamp, Fuller Foundation

Street Address: 1705 N. Sierra Bonita Ave., Pasadena, CA 91104
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AN EXTENSION OF THE MINISTRY OF GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH • CLEr-..OOR

NUilber 64

C>\lIF,

Apri I 1990

GREAT

EXPECTATIONS!

No the Persson fa.ily is not growing in nu.bers! What we are
expecting are God's blessings. As I write this edition of the
Persson Perspective, the .uch anticipated week of evangelistic
activities has not yet taken place. The Bible School students arrive
today (March 3) and then we begin on Monday in earnest with our
ca.paign. The Klagenfurt Tea., .issionaries and church together, is
antiCipating a very interesting week in light of so.e of the
occurrences in these last few days. Under very unusual
circu.stances, a mass-.ailing was sent back to us without being
delivered, thereby fouling up our strategy a bit in regards to our
door-to-door work. An "express" letter took 3 days to get
to its destination, when it should have arrived within a day or 18
hours at the most. The evangelist that is coming lives in one of
those areas of Germany that has been so dramatically "attacked" by
those strong hurricane-force winds, that you may have read about.
His base.ent had at one time 70 em. of water, which forced him to
interrupt a campaign that he was involved in at the time. Yhat will
happen while he is down here, no one of course knows. Yhat other
foul-ups are going to occur, once again we don't know.
What we do know is that we received verbal permission to have an information booth
downtown, although we haven't yet received it in writing. Ye do know that we have
targeted a section of town that has a number of new apartment complexes, along with
older single-fa.ily-dwellings. Ye do know that the church is united behind this effort.
We do know that God is building His Church. Ye do know that our church needs a
breakthrough. Is the harvest ripe? That we don't know. But our Father does.
Please pray with us for the follow-up work that our church will be involved in during
the co.ing weeks. Based on history, a realistic goal would be to have five good contacts
to follow up. Great faith would see a couple of firm decisions involving families. I
won't tell you in which camp I am in.
FAMILY HATTERS
On a more personal note, the Persson family is basically doing fine at the moment.
Birgitta once again this winter was down three times due to strep throat. Ye are finally
going to have the matter taken care of during Easter week by having her tonsils taken
out. Due to her last hospital experience she is anticipating pain, agony, suffering,
humiliation, and anything else her fertile imagination can come up with! April 9th is
when all of that begins.
Support Needed:

$768 per month

CONSERVATIVE BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSION SOCIETY • PO Box 5 Wheaton. IllinOIS 60189-0005
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Introduction
Ghasi Das shouted: "Throw out your idols. Worship only the true God. Quit
eating meat--neither cow meat nor pig meat nor deer meat nor goat meat nor chicken
•

meat.

It lowers you in the estimate of the Hindus. Quit keeping

chickens, or you'l be tempted to eat them and thus lower the status of our whole caste.
Dress in white. Live simply. You're not to eat out of brass vessels and wear brightly
coloured clothing. Wait for the coming of a red-faced man with a big hat on his head
and a big book in his hand. Do what he tells you."
When the

asked, ''What is the name of the true God whom you proclaim?", Ghasi

Das replied, "I don't know, but His is the true name".

In Hindi, 'true' is aa! and 'name' is

So true name became sat nam. They became the

. worshippers of Sat Nam, the True Name. They called themselves True Namers, or Satnamis.
This was the message shouted by Ghasi Das to all who would listen. Ghasi Das was a
Chamar peasant who lived near the centre of a great plain in the southeast comer of Madhya
Pradesh in a village called Bhandar. In 1817 he went on foot on a pilgrimage to the river Ganges,
probably to Calcutta. It was 400 miles to the east. The fact that he made such a pilgrimage indicates
that he was a man of some religious sensitivity. There on the banks of one of the mouths ofthe
Ganges, called the Hooghly, he heard William Carey or some other missionary. He came back
with a striking message for the Chamars. It was a challenge, a call to become a new people.
Because of their unusual landed nature, his message found immediate and widespread
acceptance.
One hundred years later in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and seventeen
the leaders of the Chungia Chamars, a subcaste of the Chamars which had not become Satnamis,
numbering 50,000 souls, called a meeting of their leaders at Set Ganga, where a small brook
welled up out of the plain, and flowed away to the east. Since water does not ordinarily flow up out
of the earth, they believed that some spiritual force was at work. Set Ganga was a holy place.
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A small temple had been built there hundreds of years before with twelve carved stones
around the doorway and on its sides. These depicted naked men and women having sexual
intercourse. Set Ganga was a famous place. It was there that the Chungia Chamars decided to hold
a great conference in April 1917 after the crops had been harvested. There they assembled to
consider becoming Christian as a whole people. Hira Lal was there. The Chungias heard him
with rapt attention. Then they said, "You can go now. We'll talk this over amongst ourselves."
The Hindus, however, had also heard about this gathering of Chungias to decide to become
Christian. How could the Hinus help but hear this talk among the Chamars, the lowest caste in the
plain--in many cases their serfs. To the Hindus, the idea of the Chamars becoming Christians
was utterly abhorant. The Hindus felt they were losing their serfs to the Christians--the white
men, who were the rulers of the country. The self government movement under Gandhi was
beginning to get under way. It was not nearly as strong as it would be in a few years, but the Hindi
newspapers were talking excitedly about ~

. (self government) in the days when England was

fighting for its life against Germany. There was considerable speculation amongst the
intelligentsia as to India becoming totally free as soon as Britain was defeated. They did not
realise that if Britain was defeated, the Germans would rule India.
Consequently, the Mungeli subinspector of police(the highest police officer in that subdistrict) went to Set Ganga. He pitched his tent two hundred yards from the Chungia Chamar
encampment; he was not going to defile himself by living amongst them. He then summoned the
leading men to come to him one by one. He said to each:
"Remember, if you become Christian, I'm going to make sure that that case against you
where I was lenient is taken up again. If you become Christian, then when other people charge you
with offenses, I shall do a very thorough investigation. I've been good to you people, but remember
that I can be very harsh. Do you understand? If you become Christians,you'll go to jail."

The Chungia Chamars were a timid people. While they had an aristocracy and while a few
of them owned large amounts ofland, they were, after all, Chamars--Untouchables. They were the
victims of the Hindu social order.
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To understand this absorbing story we must see the background in which it occurred. This
will be explained in considerable detail in the following chapters.
A fascinating story will unfold. Read it with care, for the whole process of world
evangelisation, so clearly commanded by Christ, is composed of thousands of similar stories, each
one differing somewhat from the others.
Readers in India will at once recognise similarities to their own situation. Whether they
come from Kerala or Nagaland, whether they come from Bangladesh or Gujarat will make little
difference. All of them face a social order composed of many castes. Each must be approached in
ways and language which its members can understand.
An intelligent understanding of the Satnami story will help all readers to form a correct

estimate of what world evangelism really means. If members of the universal Church in all six
continents attempt to reach the unreached, if world evangelisation is to be carried out, if eternal
God's command (Romans 16:25-26) is to be obeyed, then those who proclaim the gospel must
understand what such proclamation means and what acceptance of Christ means n'1..
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Chapterl
Unreached Peoples! Understood

This chapter deals with the Satnamis and their discipling. They were the
unreached. Any attempt to preach the Gospel to them, and to encourage them to become
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ and responsible members of His Church, must take the
facts of this chapter into account.
The evangelisation and discipling of any "unreached people" in India or elsewhere
must in similar fashion speak to a particular segment of society. Each segment has its
own place of residence. It lives in this valley, that part of the province, the villages this side
of the river or a certain section of the urban complex. It is known by a distinctive name. It
has its own leaders, its own men of note, its own religious authorities, and in some cases its
own aristocracy. It usually has a distinct self-image. In sociological parlance, it is know
as a clan, a caste, a tribe, a people, a distict segment of mankind. This is true for all castes,
high and low.
Each segment has its sub-divisions. Take the 2-million-member Greek Orthodox
community in the United States. There are fourth-generation men and women who know
not a word of Greek. There are Greeks descended from wealthy families and those from
poor peasant stock, those from the mountains of northern Greece and those from the great
metropolis of Athens. There are Greeks who formed part of the Communist Party in Greece
during World War II and those who regarded the Communists as traitors. Mankind
exists not as a single homogeneous whole but as a mosaic of thousands of pieces.

1 In this book 'people means castes, tribes, clans, segments of
SOCiety. The Greek word for 'peoples' is ethne. The Hindi word for
'peoples'is
'Peoples' in this book does not mean
'individuals'.
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The Satnamis were one section of the Chamar community and that, in tum, one
of the eighty million Untouchables (1941 figures), now known as the Scheduled
Castes.
It is essential in any intelligent effort to enroll the peoples of earth (in biblical terms,
the

under Christ's banner, to recognise this mosaic and to evangelise and win to

Christ each of its pieces. If our kind of men and women are becoming Christians and
forming congregations, then we join that movement far more readily than if we are
invited to join a conglomerate congregation in which there are many different kinds of
men and women.
Thus, this story of the Satnamis ought to be read as an illustration of evangelising
each of the multitudinous pieces of the mosaic. Every unreached people must be recognized
as a separate unit. Its nature, history, composition, beliefs, likes and dislikes all are part
of the background, the context, to which the Christian adjusts his message. The Gospel
must make sense to one particular people, holding particular views, entertaining
particular prejudices, and treasuring particular longings.
Americans have long entertained the idea that the many different streams of
immigrants would all in time (and the sooner the better) become one new people-Americans. So Americans find it difficult to recognise the particularity of the
multitudinous pieces of the mosaic. In Christ, American Christians protest, are neither
Jew nor Greek, slave nor free. The glory of the Christian Church is that it is made up of
individuals of many ethnic units, all by the hot fire of the Holy Spirit being melted into one
new people of God. Frank recognition of the mosaic and adjustment of its evangelisation
seems to American Christians to be a negation of the Gospel. Any formation of clusters of
congregations (conferences, unions, presbyteries) made up very largely of one kind of
people, seems an unchristian process. "We are engaged", American Christians cry, "in a
worldwide battle for brotherhood. We will not encourage recognition of different kinds of

McGavran Satnami book

14 Jan 87

Bruce Graham

6
men and women. We will fight segregation in any form. We want conglomerate
congregations and denominations, in which all are one people."
What shall we say to this serious objection? This is a most serious objection raised by
Westerners and-unfortunately--by Wester-educated Indian Christians. It is not,
however, an objection which occurs to the multitudes of Christians in India who have come
to Christ through a castewise movement to Christian faith. These readers recognize that
while the ultimate goal is 100% brotherhood, people do like to be with their own kind of
people.
Recognising fully that all Christians are equally sons of Adam and sinners saved by
grace, and fully committed to the extension of brotherhood, the church growth movement
maintains that the best way to achieve brotherhood is to bring segment after segment of
humanity into clusters of congregations of like-minded people--who speak the same
language, eat the same kind of food at church suppers, dress the same way, hold similar
longings and aspirations, and feel comfortable in each other's presence. This is the most
Once the segment is thoroughly Christian, its
prideful and sinful antagonisms toward other people groups will diminish. Once Christ is
worshipped and obeyed, brotherhood increases. If on the other hand, instant brotherhood is
demanded before Christ is received, when men lack the power to be brotherly, brotherhood
and membership will languish.

Now, who are the Satnamis? In 1800, nearly 200 years ago, the Satnamis were
Chamars. The Chamars were one of numerous Untouchable castes. They had to live
outside the Hindu village. They were not Hindus. Their caste duty was tanning hides--a
dirty, odiferous occupation. Many were landless laborers.
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Historians agree that when about 2000 B.C. the Aryans came storming into India,
those dark-skinned Dravidians who submitted to them and accepted the status of inferiors
(Shudras) were accorded the rank of respectable serfs. Those who did not submit were
ultimately conquered and made to do the most demeaning work--cleaning latrines,
dragging the dead cattle out of the village, skinning them, making leather, and other
similar 'untouchable' tasks.
The Untouchables occupied a position for many centuries outside Hinduism. They
were not Brahmans. They were not Kshatriyas. They were not Vaishyas. They were not
Shudras. They were down beneath all these castes as really non-Hindus. Their cluster of
huts had to be built 100 yards away from the village. Until about 1920, Hindus went out of
their way to say 'These people are not Hindus".
Then it became evident that if the Untouchables remained outside Hinduism, they
would become Muslems or Christians. Some 60 or 80 million votes would go into the
Christian or Muslem camps, and the Hindu voting block would be tremendously
weakened. Thereupon Mahatma Gandhi and the people that he led, the Swaraj Party, began
saying to the Untouchables, "You are Hindus. We love you. We're not going to allow you
to become Christians." The Untouchables were officially taken into the Hindu religion.
They were counted as low Shudras. This only slightly elevated their position in society.
The hide-gatherers, bone-gatherers, and latrine cleaners were still very humble people.
However, Gandhi, a political genius, on visiting a city, used to stay at one of their
homes. Anyone who came to see him would have to come into the Untouchable quarters.
The category 'untouchable' was abolished. After 1940 they were called Harijans or
Scheduled Castes. Every strategy was used to say to these people "You are part of the Hindu
community".
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The subcontinent of India with its 26,000 castes2 is a wonderful example of the mosaic
of mankind. The multitudinous pieces of this mosaic must be won to Christian faith if the
Great Commission is to be carried out. The Great commission clearly states that 'all the
ethne' are to be discipled. The ethne means the segments of humanity.
The segmental nature of mankind is much larger than the caste system in India. A
theory of world evangelisation which recognises panta ta ethne, all the segments of
mankind, forms the last chapter in this book. After the account of the Satnami
evangelisation has been completed, readers would do well to study the last chapter
carefully and then reread the Satnami story. This story is not just an interesting account
of missionary labours pertinent in all the world. The story is an example of effective
evangelism of a piece of the mosaic.
Pieces of the mosaic in South America, China, or West Mrica will certainly be
different in many respects from the piece of the mosaic, the Satnamis, described in this
book. Nevertheless, with minor changes the theory of effective evangelisation detailed in
the last chapter in this book will be found applicable in all continents of the world,
including Europe and North America.

About 200 years before 1800 a band of Chamars grew very weary with the oppression
under which they lived in the Gangetic Valley, which was the heart of Hinduism. Appalled
at the Untouchable status that they 'enjoyed', they decided to migrate 400 miles south to an
area in the heart of India. It was surrounded by heavy jungles in which tigers and
elephants roamed. Abundance of flat, fertile land was lying unused by anybody, covered
by scrub jungle. The region was called Chhattisgarh. Chhattis means '36' and earh

2 Davi d Barrett, ed., Worl d Chri stl an Encycl ODed; a. London: Oxford

University Press, p. 371.
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means 'fort', This was the land of the 36 forts, which is simply a way of saying that it was a
1and of many small kingdoms. Any strong man who built a wall around his villages
became a king. There were Gond kings and Rawat kings and kings of other castes.
There was continuous warfare to and fro. Land was laid waste. Tigers lived and hunted
in river revines and other patches of brambly jungle in the heart of the plain. Sambar
(elk),

(spotted deer), black buck, nil pi (giant antelope), and wild pigs were very

common. Nobody got a crop unless he guarded it night and day from the time the grain
sprouted until the time it was harvested.
Into this land came the Chamars. The plain itself was quite extensive--200 miles
long and 150 miles wide. It was well watered by about forty inches of rainfall mostly in the
months of July, August, and September.
The soil was exceedingly fertile. If it were ploughed and cultivated, and guarded
from the wild animals, it gave good crops. True, there were dangers. In addition to the
animals mentioned there were wolves, wild dogs (red dogs, they were called), panthers,
bears, and python. About 1840 the last elephant herd was driven into a kheddah and tamed.
Free land was the chief attraction. The feudal lords welcomed anybody who would
settle on his land, cutting down the scrub jungle, braving sickness and wild animals, and
enduring the occasional year of drought when peasants would harvest little and die in
great numbers.
In some cases the Chamars took up land in existing villages where the Malguzar or
feudal lords said, ''Yes, you are welcome. Cultivate that land." In some cases, a band of
Chamars got a new section of land and their headman was recognised as a new feudal lord
himself. So in Chhattisgarh there came to be Untouchable feudallords--a very strange
thing in Hindu India. These Malguzars owned hundreds of acres. Their more
industrious peasants each owned ten or twenty acres of land. The less industrious or
fortunate owned only two or three acres, or none at all.
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This was a big change from the landless leather tanners and the Achchut
(Untouchables) of the Gangetic valley, whose duty was to drag the dead cattle out of the
village, a task no Vaishy, Shudra, Kshatriy, or Brahmin cultivator would dream of doing.
He called a Chamar to drag out his dead ox or cow. Dead and stinking animals belonged
to the Chamar who took off the hide and cut off such meat as he wished to eat. He cooked and
ate some. He dried some. The rest was eagerly devoured by the dogs and vultures by day
and hyenas and jackals by night. The Chamar was regarded as a very low piece of
humanity, really not quite human--certainly not a Hindu.
When the Chamars entered Chhattisgarh, they got free land. They did not have to
drag the dead cattle of Hindu peasants out of the village. They made a tremendous leap
upward in the economic scale. However, they still felt that cow meat was a rather nice
thing to eat. It gave strength. It was cheap. And in times of famine, when the grain
harvest failed and the cattle died for lack of pasture, it was fortunate to be able to prolong
life with cow meat.
In 1800, in Chhattisgarh there were maybe 50,000, maybe 200,000 Chamars. A few of
them were feudal lords. The caste had developed an aristocracy whose members composed
the 'first families'. Often these were owners of whole villages. When a Chamar aristocrat
married his sons and daughters, he tended to marry them to the offspring of other leading
families. So, a kind of an aristocracy grew up amongst them. Yet they remained
Chamars, and they ate cow meat. Of course, they were still scorned by all Hindus, whether
these were Vaishyas, Brahmins, Kshatriyas or Shudras.
The first Chamar settlements took place along the rivers, where there was good water
twelve months of the year. The women would go down to the river and bring big pots of
water back on their heads, sufficient for cooking and washing. A daily bath in the river
was a way of keeping clean. However, because the river sites were always at a premium
and the Chamars were recent immigrants, to get free land they often had to press on to
interior sites far away from any river, where the plain had no stream flowing through it.
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In each such intererior site the Chamars built a taloo or man-made lake two to twenty acres
in size. They put a big dike across some low place, dug out the land back of it to get the earth
for the dike, and thus made a taloo. Into it, during the rains, flowed the rainfall from a
large acreage. In this fashion, year-round water became available and the whole plain
gradually became populated. Between AD. 1600 and 1900 other castes--Gonds, Rawats,
Agharias, and others--were also flooding into Chhattisgarh.

About 1820, a Chamar peasant named Ghasi Das, who lived near the centre of the
great plain some distance south and east of Raipur in a village called Bhandar, went on a
pilgrimage to the river Ganges, probably to where Calcutta stands today. It was 400 miles to
the east. The fact that he made such a pilgrimage on foot indicates that he was a man of
religious sensitivity. There on the banks of one of the mouths of the Ganges, called the
Hooghly, he heard William Carey or some other missionary. He came back with a
striking message for the Chamars. It was a challenge, a call to become a new people.
Because of their unusual landed nature, his message found immediate and widespread
acceptance. He cried:
Throw out your idols. Worship only the true God. Quit eating meat--neither
cow meat nor pig meat nor deer meat nor goat meat nor chicken meat.
It lowers you in the estimate of the Hindus. Quit keeping chickens, or
you'll be tempted to eat them, and thus lower the status of our whole caste.
Dress in white. Live simply. You're not to eat out of brass vessels and wear
brightly colored clothing. Wait for the coming of a red-faced man with a big
hat on his head and a big book in his hand. Do what he tells you.
When the Chamars asked, ''What is the name of the true God whom you proclaim?"
Ghasi Das replied, "I do not know, but it is the True Name".
In Hindi, 'true' is

~

and 'name' is nam. So true name became sat nam. They

became the worshippers of Sat Nam, the True Name. They called themselves True
Namers, or Satnamis. When they met somebody, they did not say 'Good morning' or
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'Good evening'--'Salam' or 'Bandagi'. They said 'Satnam'. Thus was the Satnami caste
born.
It was a religious revival of considerable size. Not only did the Chamars follow

Ghasi Das in great numbers, but also a few hundred Telis did. Their caste duty is
extracting oil from seed. Telis were respectable Shudras. Some hundreds of them became
followers of the True Name. They did not intermarry with the Chamars, but did throw out
their idols and become True Namers.
While the Satnami religion and the new Satnami caste spread like wildfire amongst
the Chamars, it did not win all of them. Certain sections of the Chamar population formed
distinct subcastes of their own. In 1917, about 100 years after all this began, there was a
caste of 50,000 called Chungia Chamars. Chl1nej is a pipe. Members of this chamar
subcaste smoked tobacco. Ghasi Das had told his followers not to smoke tobacco and not to
drink liquor. However, the Chungia Chamars saw nothing wrong with tobacco. They
liked to smoke it. They continued the old ways. Some of them gave up eating meat, and
some of them did not, but all of them smoked.
Then there were the Kanaujia Chamars. These continued the practice of tanning
hides. They could make a good living out of it. They also gathered up bones and sold them.
They dried the meat of the dead animals they skinned. They were convinced meat eaters.
Kanaujias in general had a good physique. Adding meat to one's diet does increase
physical strength.
Some of the Satnamis were called Jahari. These were the zealots, the hundredpercenters. These wore only white clothing. They ate only out of earthenware vessels.
They did not have brass plates or brass pots. They had no idols whatever in their homes.

Contin l1 ine- Hindu Influence
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Despite the widespread acceptance of the Satnami religion, the fact that Satnamis had
no sacred book and in 1820 were almost entirely illiterate left them with a great vacuum.
By 1920 as some of their more intelligent young men learned how to read--usually in
mission schools--a strange thing happened. These literate young men, as a means of
earning very good money, started copying the Hindu pundits. The story is well worth
recounting.
Hindu pundits would frequently buy a Bhagavad-Gita. This was a ponderous tome
five inches thick, fifteen inches long and ten inches wide. They would then persuade some
wealthy Hindu in a village to pay them several hundred rupees for reading the bhagavadGita aloud night after night for a week or ten days in or near his house. The Brahmin
pundit would build an earthen alter in a place where the crowd could assemble. There
night after night seated on the altar with the impressive tome before him he would read
aloud the Bhagavad-Gita. He was well paid for this religious practice. The man who paid
him to read was assured that he would get very substantial reward in rupees. The Satnami,
however, because they were Untouchables were not allowed to attend these readings. All
they could do was to sit in the far fringes of the crowed separate from the Hindus by at least
ten feet.
The educated Satnami young men--the ablest of them--said to themselves, "We will
buy a Bhagavad-Gita. We will set up an altar in the Satnami section of the village
(generally just outside the village). We will get some of the well-to-do Satnamis to pay us a
fee of several hundred rupees, and night after night for eight or ten nights we will have a
reading of an impressive book, just like the Hindus".
Thus the Satnamis were gradually pulled back into idolatry. Most of them had really
never left it. When smallpox raged, they offered milk to the smallpox goddess. They also
sacrificed to deities of the fields before sowing them.
In a similar fashion the Ramayan was read by Brahmins for the Hindus, so the
educated Satnamis began earning good money by reading it aloud to Satnami audiences
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of the

This was not considered idolatry. It was thought to

be high religion. Since, however, both books are full of the manes of many gods, it was a
long step toward popular Hinduism and idolatry,
The Satnamis also copied another Hindu worship form. This was called Rahas Lila.

In March at the geginning of the long dry season, the Hindu pundit--for a fat fee--would
make ten or twenty idols of mud, some of them more than life-size. As soon as they were
dry, he would paint them with gaudy colors. Here eight feet tall stood the great incarnation,
Ram. Here was the monkey god, Hanuman. Here was the goddess Sita, and up and down
the village lane many, many others.
Then, when everything was ready and the whole village had with great interest
watched these idols being made, the Rahas Lila (the Sport of Pleasure) would begin. The
pundit would recite stories from behind his altar or podium. The village crowd, coming
and going, would look and listen. A few of the more knowledgeable men would join in the
better know choruses. The Rahas lasted a week or more. In some of the night sessions
after the love affairs of the gods were recited, the young men and women would slip out of
the village to indulge in sexual intercourse.
When the rainy season came, these gods and goddesses gradually disintegrated-·
and were a drab and sorry sight for many months. Ghasi Das had ridiculed these gods;
however, in the twentieth century, the Satnamis began to make these mud gods in many of
their stronger villages. The person who called a Satnami pundit and paid him several
hundred rupees, was, they believed, sure to gain much merit and to obtain what he wished.
It was amongst these Satnamis--a monotheistic sect which gradual1y became

polytheistic--that Christ was proclaimed. Ghasi Das' message inclined them to the
Christian faith. However, their Hindu surroundings militated against it. That was the
background. We must therefore ask, Did Satnamis in this particular state of religious
belief become Christian?
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When Ghasi Das returned to Chhattisgarh about 1817, he found no missionaries. The
missionaries were still a long way off-400 miles to the east in Bengal or 300 miles to the
southeast in Orissa. They did not penetrate to Chhattisgarh for many years.
Furtbennore, when Ghasi Das died about 1840, one of his sons became the guru and
inherited the adulation and reverence tendered to his father. It was said that when Ghasi
Das went out to cultivate his fields carrying his plow on his shoulder--as all peasants dOn
and driving his oxen before him, his plow did not rest on his shoulder. He felt no weight. It
floated in the air six inches above his shoulder. As he progressed, his plow floated along
with him. Many other stories of the magical power of Ghasi Das circulated amongst the
Satnamis and no doubt grew in the telling.
Then his son, and after him, his. son, became gurus.
These men found themselves in positions of very great power. Perhaps 100,000 people
regarded the guru as their spiritualleader. It was a very fortunate occurence if the guru
visited a Satnami's home. As the guru toured around to hundreds of villages in
Chhattisgarh, he collected a rupee from each family. The guru was particularly welcome
in the villages where there were Satnami feudal lords (Malguzars); there he was treated
like a king. Thus the guru received an assured income of perhaps 100,000 rupees a year.
Many gifts were made. Ghasi Das' sons became men of considerable wealth. One of them,
a man of genius, thought:
Let me buy an elephant. Kings ride on elephants. I can buy an elephant and ride up
This high status conforms well with my exalted
to my people
position.
So he bought an elephant and hired an elephant keeper. In 1850 it cost nothing to feed
an elephant, which tore branches off trees and ate them. Often also the mahout would cut
branches off the trees and feed them to his huge animal. In addition, the guru's elephant
received offerings of chapatis--unleavened, whole wheat bread--and other gifts in the
villages.
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The gurus became men of very great power. As they traveled from village to village,
they got food and lodging and any women they might choose to spend the night with. All
this happened before the missionaries arrived.

Between 1820 and 1860 the English government was extending its rule into the heart of
India which it called Central Provinces. It divided up Central Provinces into districts and
put an Englishman of great ability in charge of each. The administrators sent to
Chhattisgarh began sending back word through official and unofficial channels that a
great number in Chhattisgarh were looking forward to the coming of the white man.
A district commissioner as he toured the villages was frequently asked, "Are you the
white man with the big book in his hand who is supposed to come?" "No", he'd say, ''I'm
not he. I have no big book in my hand. I am a government official".
Some of these officials were earnest Christians. They sent word to the Anglicans and
the Presbyterians, saying, "Here is a district into which some missionary ought to come
soon'.
The first mission board to respond was that founded by the Evangelical and
Reformed Church with headquarters in Saint Louis, Missouri. Its members were of
German descent. In 1860-65 they sent pioneer missionaries to Raipur, the divisional
headquarters of Chhattisgarh. These missionaries immediately contacted the Satnamis,
but when the gurus found that being Christian meant living a holy life and that the
missionaries had no intention of allowing the profligate gurus the exalted position they
had, all the Gurus turned solidly against Christianity.
One wonders what would have happened if the missionaries, believing that as
Christianity spread morals would improve, had simply said, "You all become Christians.
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Your gurus will become bishops. The bishops will continue to have all the prerogatives and
power of the gurus".

In this day of

, a thought like that is attractive. However, had this

been put to those early missionaries, they would have said,
These men are monotheists, that's true, but they are also avaricious,
rapacious, sinful men. They are adulterers on a very large scale. They
manifest a high degree of corruption, deceit and worship of wealth and of
sex. All this is a denial of Christ. Any turning to Christ must be an honest,
sincere and biblical turning. Consequently, as we present Christianity to
them, we must insist that they leave their sinful way of life and follow the
stright and narrow path.
As a result, there was no massive turning of the Satnamis to Christian faith. while
for the next 100 years the gospel was listened to with great interest and much verbal
by the Satnamis, the number who became Christians was always small.
The evangelical missionaries began their first work in the city of Raipur.
Traveling by ox cart and foot they visited the guru's village, Bhandar,--the mecca of the
Satnamis. They proclaimed Christ in hundreds of villages as they toured. Everywhere
they were heard with keen interest. A Satnami people movement to Christ seemed
imminent. However, such was the power of the gurus and so strong was the caste system
that a large people movement never took place.
As stated, the missionaries first lived in the city of Raipur. Some years later, as
famines and crop failures occured they bought 1200 acres fifty miles east of Raipur at a
place which they called Bishrampur--the place of rest. As they toured the district and
proclaimed Christ in many villages, small groups of Satnamis decided to follow Christ.
The Satnami power structure out-casted them. So most of the converts moved to
Bishrampur. There the feudal lord, the mission, gave them land, and they continued their
life of cultivation.
This moving to the mission station became the pattern because the gurus had
vigorously turned against the Christian faith. Any Satnami or group of Satnamis
becoming Christian was promptly ostracised. If any Satnami ate with a Christian, drank
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with him, gave him a daughter in marriage, or took a daughter-in-law from him, he was
ostracised. The small groups of Satnami converts were effectively boycotted. Since the
power of the feudal lords was very great, and the ostracism was complete, Christians found
it difficult to live on in their village. If an ox of a Christian cultivator died, no one loan
him an ox and his field was uncultivated. If a convert died, no one buried his body. If a
single family only had become Christian, the body lay there and stunk for some days until
his widow could send to Bishrampur. Then a party of Christians came out, dug a grave,
and buried the body. The whole caste machinery was arrayed against leaving the Satnami
caste and joining the Christian caste!
This defense mechanism is used against Christianity by every caste in India--and to
a lesser degree by most segments of society in all six continents. Discipling panta to ethne
means finding ways through the defense. If an ethnic nnit is to be won, ways must be fonnd

Despite these obstacles, across the next hundred years in the evangelical missions
and four other missions which began work in Chhattisgarh some thousands did become
Christians.
For many years there was a tug of war between two groups of missionaries. One felt
that enough Satnamis would eventually become Christian so that there would be a
substantial movement to Christ from within the Satnami caste. The second group, through
direct evangelism, mission schools, mission hospitals, and other forms of indirect
evangelism, worked for Respectable Caste men and women to become Christian.
The first hoped that these Satnami Christians would continue to live in the villages as
still ethnically Satnamis and that their worship and their Book would commend Christ to
the Satnamis. Gradually more and more Satnamis would become Christian. This,
however, never happened. The whips of ostracism were too cutting. Christians to live at an
had to flee to the city of refuge. A strong Christian community grew up at Bishrampur and
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other mission stations, but all who lived there were regarded by the Satnamis (and all
Hindus) as a new caste, Christians.

In 1882, a party of missionaries of the demonination in America known as Christian
ChurcheslDisciples of Christ at rived in India. The family and two single ladies settled in
Harda, about 400 miles east of Bombay, on the railway being driven through from Bombay
to Allahabad and then on down to Calcutta. In Harda they heard about the Satnamis who
were 'waiting for the coming of a red-faced man with a big book in his hand'. In 1884, the
next party of their missionaries proceeded on the railway to Jabalpur. There they bought ox
carts and walked 200 miles in a slightly south-easterly direction through the forests of the
Mandla District, a very rough and wild territory, to the district headquarters town of
Bilaspur, 25 miles east of Bishrampur.
On a couple of occasions, tigers crossed the road in front of the little caravan of seven
carts. The men and the women usually walked. Their goods were cal'l'ied on the carts. A
wheel would break, and the whole party would wait until it was repaired. When it rained,
they would pitch the tent and wait until the downpour had ended. The men had guns. They
shot deer and supplemented the boiled rice and chapatis with deer meat.
Finally they came out into the plains of Chhattisgarh, some 70 miles west of Bilaspur
to which they headed. The roads were simply tracks, which after every rain were very
muddy. The oxen were accustomed to this, and making two miles an hour or less they
would patiently pull the carts along.
Finally the party reached Bilaspur. There the missionaries bought land and started
building places to live. It was impossible to rent. The only way was to buy a piece of land,
not usually easy, and then build on it. They couldn't buy land in the town itself; nobody
would sell land to Christians. So they bought it outside of town, perhaps a half a mile away,
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and there erected their first bungalows. The ladies' bungalow was built about a half a mile
from the bungalow of the married family. The work started.
The Satnamis gave them very much the same response they had given to the
Evangelical and Reformed missionaries. Because they were 'red-faced men with a big
book: they were listened to with interest. However, because Christianity was a different
religion, had its own standards, would not allow the gurus with their profligate ways of life

to be the religious leaders of the church, Christianity was rejected even though it had
received considerable acclaim from the Satnamis. They liked the fact that Christians had
no idols and that Christianity maintained there was no caste, that all men were children of
Adam and hence brothers. However, the moral demands and the fact that Christianity had
no place in it for a hereditary guruship made it almost impossible for the Satnami ethnos to
consider becoming Christian.
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