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GREAT COMMISSION RESEARCH NETWORK
GREATCOMMISSIONRESEARCH.NET

(Formerly:  The American Society for Church Growth)

What is the Great Commission Research Network or GreatCommissionResearch.net?

The Great Commission Research Network is a worldwide and professional

association of Christian leaders whose ministry activities are based on the basic

and key principles of church growth as originally developed by the late Donald

McGavran. Founded by renowned missiologists George G. Hunter III and C. Peter

Wagner, the GreatCommissionResearch.net (formally the American Society for

Church Growth) has expanded into an affiliation of church leaders who share

research, examine case studies, dialogue with cutting-edge leaders, and network

with fellow church professionals who are committed to helping local churches

expand the kingdom through disciple-making

Who Can Join the GCRN?

GCRN membership is open to all who wish a professional affiliation with

colleagues in the field. The membership includes theoreticians, such as 

professors of church growth, and practitioners, such as pastors, denominational

executives, parachurch leaders, church planters, researchers, missions leaders, and

consultants. Some members specialize in domestic or mono-cultural church

growth, while others are cross-culturally oriented.
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Why Join the GCRN?

The GCRN provides a forum for maximum interaction among leaders,

ministries, and resources on the cutting edge of Great Commission research.

The Annual Conference of the Great Commission Research Network

(typically held in early November each year) offers the opportunity for research

updates information on new resources and developments, as well as fellowship and

encouragement from colleagues in the field of church growth. Membership in

GCRN includes a subscription to the Great Commission Research Journal.

How Do I Join the GCRN?

For further information on membership, the annual meeting and registration

contact:

Diana Alfonso

Great Commission Reasearch Network

School of Intercultural Studies

Biola University

13800 Biola Ave.

La Mirada, CA 90639

Phone: (562) 903-4844 ext. 5691

www.greatcommissionresearch.net)

E-mail: gcrn@biola.edu

Membership Benefits

Network affiliation with leading writers, consultants, denominational leaders,

professors of evangelism and church growth, pastors, church planters,

researchers, and mission leaders

Subscription to the Great Commission Research Journal

Discounts for Annual Conference Registration

Listing of your contact information on the GCRN website in our Membership

Directory

Membership fees (includes the Journal and all the benefits above):

$37.00/year—Regular Membership

$25.00/year—Full-time Student Membership

GCR3n2_BM:GCR Winter2012  3/7/12  9:41 AM  Page 304

3

McMahan: About the GCRN

Published by ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange, 2012



305

great commission research journal

The Donald A. McGavran Award

Once a year, the Great Commission Research Network (formerly the American Society

for Church Growth) presents the Donald A. McGavran Award to an individual who has

made a significant contribution to the Church Growth Movement in the United States.  

The award recipients to date are:

Win Arn 1989 Kent R. Hunter 1999

C. Peter Wagner 1990 R. Daniel Reeves 2000

Carl F. George 1991 Ray Ellis 2002

Wilbert S. McKinnley 1992 John Ellas 2003

Robert Logan 1993 Rick Warren 2004

Bill Sullivan 1994 Charles Arn 2005

Elmer Towns 1994 John Vaughan 2006

Flavil R. Yeakley, Jr. 1995 Waldo Werning 2006

George G. Hunter, III 1996 Bob Whitesel 2007

Eddie Gibbs 1997 Bill Easum 2009

Gary L. McIntosh 1998 Thom S. Rainer 2010

The Win Arn Lifetime Achievement Award

Eddie Gibbs 2011

ASCG/GCRN Past Presidents:

C. Peter Wagner 1986 John Vaughan 1994

George Hunter III 1987 Gary L. McIntosh 1995–96

Kent R. Hunter 1988 R. Daniel Reeves 1997–98

Elmer Towns 1989 Ray W. Ellis 1999–2000

Eddie Gibbs 1990 Charles Van Engen 2001–2002

Bill Sullivan 1991 Charles Arn 2003–2004

Carl F. George 1992 Alan McMahan 2005–2006

Flavil Yeakley, Jr. 1993 Eric Baumgartner 2007–2008
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INFORMATION FOR SUBSCRIBERS AND WRITERS

Subscription Rates: The subscription rate is $30 per year for semi-annual issues,
$38 per year for foreign subscriptions. Individual back issues are $15. All prices are
US funds. Subscriptions, renewals, orders, and change-of-address notifications
should be sent to: Great Commission Research Journal, Subscription Office-
Academic Publications, 13800 Biola Ave, La Mirada, CA 90639-0001 (e-mail:
gcr.subscriptions@biola.edu—Phone: 562-944-0351 ext. 5321). Please make checks
payable to Great Commission Research Journal.

Submission of Articles: The Great Commission Research Journal welcomes
articles of original scholarship and of general interest dealing with all aspects of
Church Growth, effective evangelism and successful Great Commission strategies.
Reasoned responses to past articles will be considered, as well as book reviews. All
manuscripts should not have been published elsewhere unless specifically approved
by the editor.

• The article should represent original research, never before published.
• Your article should be 12–25 pages in length, double-spaced, Times New

Roman, 12 point font in a Word document file format. Book reviews should
be 3 to 5 pages and responses 7 to 10 pages in length.

• Follow the guidelines for style found in The Chicago Manual of Style or K.L
Turabian’s Manual for Writers. Footnotes should be at the bottom of each
page.

• At the top of the page, please include your name, professional title, physical
mailing address, email and phone number. We will not print your mailing
address in the journal.
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• At the beginning of your article include an abstract of approximately 100
words. Separate this from the article that follows with a dashed line.

• After your section on References or Works Cited, and separated by a dashed
line, include a short biographical sketch (no more than 100 words) for each
writer. In this section you may include contact information, title, degree(s),
and institution(s) where earned, or specialization(s).

• All figures, tables (and linked files), and graphics included in the article
should be submitted in a separate .jpeg or .tiff  document in a black and
white format. PDF’s are not acceptable.

• Submit your article, supporting documents (figures, tables, and graphics),
and copyright release form (downloadable from www.biola.edu/gcr) to the
proper editor indicated below. All manuscripts will be acknowledged
promptly and processed as quickly as possible.

• Our editorial team will review all submissions and if  accepted for
publication, we reserve the right to edit for usage and style. Appearance of
accepted articles in print is approximately six months after submission or as
forthcoming article backlog allows. Contributors receive two complimentary
copies of the issue in which their article appears as well as a PDF version
upon request. Thank you for your submission!

Copyright: Copyrights on articles are held by Biola University with permission
to re-publish given to the authors. Requests for permission to reproduce material
from the Journal, except for brief  quotations in scholarly reviews and publications,
should be directed to the Subscription Office at Biola University.

Inquiries, Submissions, and Correspondence
1. Articles related to North America should be submitted to Phil Stevenson,

North American Editor, 2081 Land End Loop, Roseville, CA 95747.
Phone: 916-662-0352, e-mail: pstevenson8@gmail.com.

2. Book reviews should be submitted to J.D. Payne, Book Review Editor,
Church Planting Center, The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 2825
Lexington Road, Louisville, KY 40280, e-mail: jpayne@sbts.edu.

3. Dissertation reviews, inquiries and correspondence should be sent to Gary
McIntosh, Dissertation Editor, Talbot School of Theology, Biola
University, 13800 Biola Ave., La Mirada, CA 90639-0001. Phone: 562-903-
6000 x5559, e-mail: cgnet@earthlink.net.

4. All submissions from outside North America and all other correspondence
relating to the journal should be directed to Alan McMahan, General
Editor, Cook School of Intercultural Studies, Biola University, 13800 Biola
Ave., La Mirada, CA 90639-0001. Phone: 562-903-4844, ext. 3269; Fax:
562-903-4851, e-mail: editor.gcrj@biola.edu.

5. All communication concerning subscriptions, change of address, back issues,
article reprint orders, and nonreceipt of issue should be sent to the GCR
Subscriptions Office, Biola University, 13800 Biola Ave., La Mirada, CA
90639-0001. Phone: 562-944-0351 x5321, Fax: 562-906-4547, e-mail:
gcr.subscriptions@biola.edu

GCR3n2_BM:GCR Winter2012  3/7/12  9:41 AM  Page 307

6

Great Commission Research Journal, Vol. 3, Iss. 2 [2012], Art. 19

https://place.asburyseminary.edu/gcrj/vol3/iss2/19



GCR3n2_BM:GCR Winter2012  3/7/12  9:41 AM  Page 308

7

McMahan: About the GCRN

Published by ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange, 2012



Is God directing into a vocation of teaching 

in education ministry? The Ph.D. program 

equips the “researcher-teacher” with the 

research, integration, and teaching skills to 

contribute to the field of Christian education 

and prepare others for ministry leadership 

roles. This is the preferred degree for 

full-time teaching at most Christian higher 

education institutions.

If you are hoping to teach in the fields 

of Christian education or practical theology 

and contribute to the development of these 

fields of ministry, this program is for you. 

Are you ready for a mid-career challenge? 

The Ed.D. program equips the “leader-teacher” 

with skills in research assessment and

application to educational ministry concerns. 

The program provides the same training as 

the Ph.D. program, but with a more applied 

focus. It is an opportunity to go deeper in 

personal and professional development.

If you are an educational ministry leader 

hoping to better lead in your ministry setting 

and better equip others for educational 

ministry leadership, this program is for you.
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CALL FOR PAPERS
For presentation at the 4th Triennial 

Children’s Spirituality Conference: Christian Perspectives
June 10-13, 2012

Concordia University, River Forest, Illinois (Chicago)

Submissions due by April 1, 2012

The Society for Children’s Spirituality: Christian 

work on children and spirituality in these submis-

1.      Biblical/Historical Research   
Biblical and Theological perspectives and traditions, 
Historical perspectives and practices, Denominational 
history and distinctions.

2.    Social Science Research and Theory   
Recent or ongoing empirical research on any aspect of 
child spirituality, including but not limited to spiritual   
experiences, family processes, children’s spirituality 
and nurture within and outside congregational settings. 

Methodological advances and innovation in measuring/
studying child spirituality.

3.    Research on Cultural Contexts    
and Special Needs   
Urban ministries, Missions/cross-cultural ministry, 
Ethnic/multicultural ministries, Children in crisis (pov-
erty, abuse, relief agencies), Children with disabilities, 
Cultural challenges to children’s spirituality.

   
Curriculum/resources, Courses/literature on children’s 
spirituality, Experiential processes in spiritual formation, 
Evaluating pedagogical methods, Storytelling, visual 
arts, music, drama, etc.

Submission Form and Conference Information    
are available at the Conference Website:
www.childspirituality.org

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

sevitcesp

SR

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

snoitidard tns a

mbue ssehn t

tsirh: Cytila

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

, 

-sim

n ait

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

irusaen mn ioit

nittel sanoitgae
ytilautirips s’ne
uitripsod tetim
tcepsy ann ao

yroehT

noitanimoneD

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

/gni

.sgn
y 

lau
fo

lan
,

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

erdlin che orut

.ytilauti
ietilibasih dtiw

s (pisirn cn ierd
, yrstinil maru

stx

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

s’n

, se
-vop

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

         

      

   

      
   

   

   

GCR3n2_BM:GCR Winter2012  3/7/12  9:41 AM  Page 310

9

McMahan: About the GCRN

Published by ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange, 2012



Biola’s   graduate   schools   equip   you   to 

impact   the   workplace   and   the   world, 

offering   rigorous   training   from   respected 

faculty   who   have   real-world   experience.    

And   you’ll   learn   in   an   evangelical 

Christian   environment   that   cares   for   your 

spiritual   growth   as   well   as   your   intellectual 

development.      Discover   how   your   career 

can   make   a   difference   for   Christ   -   discover 

the graduate schools of Biola.

GRADUATE PROGRAMS   
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To receive information about 
CSICS’s programs, or an 
application packet for admission,
send your name and address 
to: Office of Admissions, Biola 
University, 13800 Biola Avenue, La 
Mirada, California  90639

For admissions information only, call:
TOLL FREE (800) 652-4652  
LOCALLY (562) 903-4752

subscription order (include postage & handling)

back issue / reprints (include postage & handling)

guarantee 
If for any reason you are not satisfied, you may receive a full refund. 

1 Year (2 Issues) Student Rate*

☐ $30.00 ☐ $20.00

(includes 9.75% sales tax) ☐ $32.93 ☐ $21.95

(air mail) ☐ $38.00 N/A

☐ $15.00 ☐ $5.00

(air mail) ☐ $20.00 ☐ $8.00

*STUDENT DEGREE IN PROGRESS

TOTAL ENCLOSED (U.S. CURRENCY ONLY)

CARDHOLDER CARD NUMBER EXPIRATION DATE

NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER ORGANIZATION

E-MAIL ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP/POSTAL CODE COUNTRY

*EXPECTED GRADUATION DATE

For a complete listing (with abstracts) visit our website!

All prices are in U.S. dollars and are subject to change without notice. Payment may be made by check, money

order, or credit card and must be in U.S. currency drawn on a U.S. bank, payable to the 

.

☐ Check/Money Order ☐ Discover ☐ Mastercard ☐ Visa

☐ The above is a change of address

Academic Publications Subscriptions Office, 13800 Biola Avenue, La Mirada, CA 90639

Office: (562) 944-0351 x 5321 Office: (562) 944-0351  ext: 3209

Fax: (562) 906-4547 Fax: (562) 903-4864

E-mail: gcr.subscriptions@biola.edu E-mail: editor.gcr@biola.edu

© 2009 BIOLA UNIVERISTY - APO09374

E-mail: editor.gcrj@biola.edu

___________________________________________  _________________________________________  ___________________  ________
CARDHOLDER                                         CARD NUMBER                                      EXPIRATION DATE         CSC#
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