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PRE)ACE

7he laZ oI tithing is plainly ZUitten
in the ScUiptuUes. 7heUe is no hint in
the Bible that it has become obsolete,
anG theUe is no betteU oU moUe Ueasona

ble Zay to meet the Iinancial obligations
oI the chuUch, than IoU each inGiviGual
membeU oI the chuUch to peUIoUm his oU
heU Guty to beaU theiU paUt in the sup
poUt oI the chuUch anG caUUying IoU
ZaUG the ZoUk oI ouU LoUG in the

spUeaG oI the gospel.
7his seUmon has been pUeacheG eI

Iectively anG it is hopeG Zill pUove help
Iul to all Zho may UeaG it. II you
shoulG IinG it inteUesting anG sugges
tive place it in the hanGs oI otheUs.

H. C. MoUUison.





WILL A MtAN ROB GOD! 

Text: "Will a ma.n rob God? Yel 

y,e hflve r<>bbed me. But ve say
,, 

where& 

in have we robbed thee f l n tithes and 

ofjeriftgs. Ye ar,e ciused with a curse: 
for ye have robbed me, eve1t this whofo 

1w.tion. Bring ye all the tithes into the 
storehouse, that there may be meat in 
,nine Jun1.se, and prove m-e now he,·e
with, saith the Lord of hosts, if I wiH 

not open the windows of heaven, and 

pour you out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it."

Mal. 3 :8-10. 

In this text God through his proph

et, brings a serious charge against thl� 

Hebrew people. He begins with an ex

planation as if he were surprised that 

a people would be so wicked and so rash 

as to rob the God who created them, 

and has preserved them, and upon 

whom they are so entirely dependent. 

He brings the accu3ation straight home 

to them. He tells them that they are 

cursed with a curse, and giv•es as a rea

son that they have robbed Him. He 

also assures them if they will bring the 
5 
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Iull tithe into his stoUehouse that he
Zill open the ZinGoZs oI heaven anG
pouU them out an oveUIloZing blessing.
7heUe Zas a covenant betZeen GoG anG
the HebUeZ people. 7heUe ZeUe ceUtain
obligations that they ZeUe Guty boun�?
to obseUve� ceUtain tithes that they
ZeUe pleGgeG to pay. 7hey haG bUoken
theiU pleGge, IaileG to peUIoUm theiU ob
ligations, a cuUse haG come upon them
anG in the te[t GoG is pointing out the
cuUse, e[plaining the cause, anG assuU

ing them oI the possibility oI a UemeGy,
but they must meet theiU obligations by
bUinging in theiU Iull tithe.
It is unthinkable that an intelligent

GoG ZoulG unGeUtake to set up a king
Gom among men in the ZoUlG, that must
necessaUily involve consiGeUable Iinan
cial e[pense, anG not make some GeIi
nite plan oU aUUangement IoU the meet

ing oI those e[penses. All goveUnments
aUUange IoU assesments anG ta[ation to

secuUe an income suIIicient to meet the

Uunning e[penses oI the goveUnment�
the Givine goveUnment is no e[ception
to this Uule.
7he pUovisions maGe in the Givine

laZ to meet the e[penses oI the king
Gom oI GoG in the ZoUlG aUe most eTui�



WILL A MAN ROB GOD? �

table anG libeUal. His kingGom is to be
Uun Zith the most caUeIul economy � the
e[penses aUe to be met by all oI the sub�
Mects oI this kingGom in pUopoUtion to
the income oI each subMect, GoG asks
men IoU a seventh oI theiU time anG a

tenth oI theiU income. 7hey must give
to him the Sabbath Gay anG in tuUn he
makes this contUibution oI time one oI
his gUeatest giIts to men. On the Sab
bath they aUe to Uest, Uela[ theiU neUves,
Uest theiU minGs, UeIUesh theiU physical
stUength, enMoy the companionship oI
theiU Iamilies, GiUect theiU thoughts to
theiU MakeU, engage in ZoUship anG so

cial Ueligious seUvice Zith theiU neigh
boUs anG IelloZ�beings.
8nGoubteGly, the Sabbath Gay is one

oI the gUeatest beneIits anG blessings
that GoG has eveU bestoZeG upon the
human Uace. 7he impoUtance oI keep
ing the Sabbath is not only ZUitten in
the Holy ScUiptuUes, but it is ZUitten in
the natuUe oI things. It is not only im
poUtant that man shoulG cease IUom his
toil one Gay in seven IoU physical Uest
anG the UeIUeshing anG UeneZing oI his

boGily stUength, but it has been IounG
that this is eTually tUue Zith animal oU
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bUute cUeation. It i᪽ also tUue in the me

chanical Uealm� the utensils oI toil Zill
last longeU anG UenGeU betteU seUvice
Zhen they aUe laiG asiGe IoU a seventh
Gay Uest IUom use. We see in the laZ
᪽I the Sabbath a gUaGoos conceUn in
the minG oI ouU GoG anG MakeU IoU the
Gumb bUutes that have been cUeateG IoU
the seUvice oI mankinG. GoG has taken
pains to speciIy that his Gumb cUeatuUes
shall have the pUivilege oI a seventh Gay
Uest. It is a shame anG a sin IoU any
oZneU oI Gumb beasts to ZoUk them
haUG thUough the Zeek anG then GUive
oU gallop them about on the Sabbath
Gay, UegaUGless oI theiU ZoUn boGies anG
oI the gUacious commanGment oI GoG
that Zas meant to pUotect them IUom
oveUZoUk.
7he laZ UeTuiUing a tenth oI the in

come is ceUtainly most libeUal toZaUG
the tenant. GoG IuUnishes the lanG, the
Uain, the sunshine, the seeG, the animals
Zith Zhich to cultivate the soil, the
health anG stUength IoU the laboU, anG
then pUoposes that Zhen Ze Gig the po
tatoes Ze put nine oI them into ouU

basket anG one into his� that Zhen Ze

thUesh the Zheat Ze put nine bushels
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into ouU bin anG one in his� that Zhen
Ze gatheU the coUn Ze put nine Zagon
loaGs into ouU cUib anG one in his, anG
so on, Zith all the pUoGucts oI ouU

IielGs, ouU IactoUies, ouU shops� in a

ZoUG, Ze aUe to take nine paUts oI all
the pUoGucts oI ouU laboU, the incUease
oI ouU activities anG give to him only
the tenth. 7his is ceUtainly a most lib
eUal aUUangement� it is a plainly ZUit
ten laZ, anG GoG cleaUly teaches us in
the te[t that those Zho Iail to comply
Zith this aUUangement aUe UobbeUs.
7hey aUe not only thieves, but they have
the auGacity to steal IUom GoG Zhile his

all�seeing eye is Uesting upon them. A
ChUistian civili]ation Zithout the Sab
bath anG the ChuUch, anG all those insti
tutions IoU eGucation, the caUe oI the

ageG, the oUphan, anG the sick, Zhich

necessaUily spUing up about the ChuUch,
cannot be maintaineG Zithout consiGeU
able e[pense� but it has been IounG thai�
iI all membeUs oI the ChuUch Zill

pUomptly pay theiU tithe these e[penses
can be bountiIully met anG that theUe
Zill alZays be money in the tUeasuUy oI
the LoUG.
Some yeaUs ago, Zhen I Zas in InGia,
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I heaUG the complaint among some oI
thIi eGucateG natives oI that countUy,
that GUeat BUitain sent out high oIIicials
IUom EnglanG IoU the goveUnment oI
InGia � that these oIIicials UeceiveG laUge
salaUies, anG that they sent aZay this
money collecteG by ta[ing the native
people, IoU investment in EnglanG, anG
thus the countUy Zas gUaGually GUaineG
oI its Zealth� that a stUeam oI money
constantly iioZeG IUom InGia into Eng
lanG Zhich ZoulG neveU come back.
7his is not so in GoG
s aGministUa

tion oI his kingGom among men. He
collects his tithe, but he Goes not gatheU
it up into the stoUehouses oI heaven � he
invests it in ouU miGst, anG IoU ouU ben
eIit. What becomes oI the tithe Ze give
to GoG ? He tuUns it back to the giveUs �
Zith it, he builGs chuUches in Zhich Ze

aUe eGucateG � he eUects the builGings in
Zhich ouU oUphans aUe caUeG IoU, the
hospitals in Zhich ouU sick IinG com

IoUt, nuUsing anG healing. HoZ inIin

itely gUacious anG gooG is GoG� 7heUe
is no soUt oI selIishness in the aGminis
tUation oI his kingGom. OuU ZelIaUe,
salvation anG happiness is his one gUeat
conceUn. When Ze Uob GoG Ze Uob ouU�
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selves.
Not only is this tUue, that GoG gives

back to us IoU ouU oZn use, Zhat Ze

Aive to him, but he also pleGges pUos
peUity to the libeUal giveU. �Give, anG
it shall be given you� gooG measuUe,
pUesseG GoZn, shaken togetheU, anG

Uunning oveU, shall men give into youU
bosom.� Let no one suppose he can be�

stingy oU Gishonest Zith GoG anG es

cape the notice oI his all�seeing eye�
let such an one UemembeU that GoG
hath spoken oI him in plain teUms� he
has calleG him a UobbeU� that tenth
Zhich he holGs is not his oZn� it is an

act oI theIt as Ueally as iI he, haG stolen
IUom his neighboU
s iielG, oU e[tUacteG
the puUse IUom the pocket oI his IelloZ�
man. GoG is GispleaseG Zith him anG
Zill call him to account. Because oI
these UobbeUies by vast multituGes oI
chuUch membeUs the cause oI GoG stUug
gles in the ZoUlG. ChuUches aUe not

built anG the people go Zithout the ben
eIits oI the sacUeG sanctuaUy� oUphan
ages aUe not eUecteG, anG little chilGUen
Zho aUe Zithout paUents go unpUotect
eG anG gUoZ up ignoUant anG vicious�
missionaUy enteUpUises languish, anG

the heathen that might have been saveG
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anG civili]eG, live in GaUkness anG Gie in
theiU sins.
It is no small matteU to Uob GoG� to

go thUough liIe inGiIIeUent to his Givine
commanGment Zith UeIeUence to the
veUy small ta[ he ZoulG collect oI u.s

Zhile Ze live on his eaUth, bUeathe the
aiU, enMoy the IUuitage, anG GZell
amiGst the countless blessings that he
has pouUeG upon us Zith unstinteG meU

cies IUom a bountiIul hanG. Many a

man has been stingy anG Gishonest Zith
GoG. He has clung gUuGgingly to that
tenth Zhich belongs to his MakeU anG
PUeseUveU. He has hoaUGeG it up anG
helG on to it Zith a gUuGging, thievish
spiUit, GieG in his sins anG gone up to
meet the GoG IUom Zhom he haG stolen
all oI his liIe, anG leIt the IUuits oI his
UobbeUy to be the cuUse oI e[tUavagant,
AvasteIul, anG goGless chilGUen.
7heUe is a stoUy tolG oI a peasant

Zho, in a beautiIul valley at the Ioot oI
a mountain, laiG his sacUiIicial lamb as

an oIIeUing upon the altaU oI GoG�
kinGleG the IiUe to consume the lamb,
Iell upon his knees anG closeG his eyes
in ZoUship. An eagle peUcheG upon a

tall cUag above the nest oI its young,
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sniIIeG the oGoU oI the consuming meat
anG sZooping GoZn, snatcheG the lamb
IUom the buUning altaU, anG mounting
to its eUie, GUoppeG the stolen sacUiIice
into its nest to IeeG its IleGglings, Zhile
the astonisheG peasant ga]eG in gUieI
anG soUUoZ upon the biUG Zhich haG
stolen his sacUiIice, anG noZ peUcheG
above its nest IaU beyonG his Ueach. As
he ga]eG Zith gUieI upon the thieving
biUG, he saZ a smoke Uising IUom the
eagles
 nest, anG then a Ilame shot up.
7he motheU biUG scUeameG Zith agony
anG IleZ helplessly about the cUag Zhile
the nest Zas consumeG anG heU helpless
young ZeUe buUneG to Geath. It chanceG
that a live coal oI IiUe haG aGheUeG to
the stolen sacUiIice anG GUopping into
the nest haG kinGleG the GUy sticks in
to a Ilame, Zhich haG GestUoyeG the ob

Mects oI heU caUe anG love. 7his Iable

stUikingly illustUates the Iolly oI those

paUents Zho have UobbeG the altaUs oI
GUoG in oUGeU to satisIy the e[tUava

gance anG lusts oI theiU ZickeG chil
GUen Zho have been consumeG in the
IiUe oI theiU oZn caUnal passions.
7heUe is a IeatuUe in this Zise laZ oI

tithing that must not be IoUgotten � IoU�
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getIulness oI GoG leaGs to all manneU oI
UsinIulness. 7he memoUy oI GoG is the
best pUeventive against ZickeGness oI

eveUy kinG. Doubtless, one oI the ob

Mects oI the laZ embUacing the keeping
oI the Sabbath anG the paying oI the
tithe, is to keep in ouU minGs the
thought oI GoG, his pUesence in ouU

miGst, his Uight to Uule the inhabitants
oI the eaUth � the meUcies he has e[tenG
eG to us, the gUace anG compassion Ue

vealeG in the giIt oI his Son, anG the sal
vation pUoviGeG in his sacUiIice upon the
cUoss. No one can keep the Sabbath
anG caUeIully anG conscientiously pay
his tithe, anG IoUget GoG. ObeGience to
these commanGments Zill keep the
thought oI GoG, ouU obligations to him,
ouU GepenGence upon him, anG ouU tUust
in him, alZays beIoUe ouU eyes. II man
neglects the Sabbath, IoUgets to keep it
holy � iI he UeIuses to pay his tithe, he
Zill IoUget GoG � he Zill IoUget that GoG
oZns the ZoUlG � he Zill come to believe
that he is the oZneU oI the eaUth he oc

cupies insteaG oI a meUe tenant Uemain
ing IoU �, little Zhile anG hastening on

to some otheU ZoUlG ZheUe he shall give
a stUict account IoU his steZaUGship
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heUe. We Go not believe that inIinite
ZisGom coulG have GeviseG a betteU
methoG oI keeping the thought oI GoG
anG UeveUence IoU him in the minGs
anG heaUts oI men, than is pUoviGeG IoU
in the keeping oI the Satobath anG the
paying oI the tithe.
In conclusion, let us UemembeU that a

blessing is pUonounceG upon those Zho
bUing in all the tithes� anG GoG has not
IoUgotten to keep this pUomise. We be
lieve it is the univeUsal testimony oI
those Zho caUeIully keep accounts anG
pay theiU tithe, aGGing to this obliga
tion IUeTuent thank�oIIeUings, that GoG
has gUaciously blesseG them in basket
anG in stoUe. We have knoZn peUsons
Zho Gate the beginnings oI theiU pUos
peUity to the time Zhen they com

menceG to caUeIully pay theiU tithe. It
is pitiIul anG GistUessing to heaU people
Zho claim to be Ueligious, Zhining
about anG saMGng, �My pUesent ciUcum
stances aUe such that I cannot pay my

tithe,� as iI they coulG not get on Zith
theiU ninety cents Zithout stealing a

Gime IUom GoG almighty. We have
heaUG otheUs complain thus� I am in

Gebt, anG I Ieel I must pay my Gebts
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beIoUe I can pay my tithe�
 as iI it ZeUe
necessaUy to Uob GoG oI the IeZ Gimes
one oZes to him in oUGeU to pay a Gebt
to some one else. 7his is not only pooU
Ueligion� but it is pooU business� it is
tUansacteG at gUeat Uisk. In ouU te[t
GoG says, �Ye aUe cuUseG Zith a

cuUse.� What intelligent being, pUo

Iessing to be a ChUistian, is Zilling to
steal GoG
s ten�cent piece anG Zith it,
take his inGignation anG cuUse? Let us
heeG the Givine e[hoUtation� �BUing ye
all the tithes into the stoUehouse,� anG
GZell unGeU the ZinGoZ IUom Zhich
oveUIloZing blessings aUe pouUeG out.
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