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PREFACE.

Taxrr is a sufficiency of books on themes discussed in this
volume to constitute a fine library. But each writer has his
own method of statement, and finds his readers; some more,
some less. I have prepared this book with much prayer that
God may bless it to the salvation of some, the edification of oth-
ers. Into his hand I commit it and leave results to him, yet
humbly trusting that through his grace it may help some soul
to meet me in the heavenly city.

The two subjects here discussed in one small volume may
seem to some to have noimmediateconnection. A work on the
divine origin of the Scriptures, and a treatise on the theological
statement of the doctrine of holiness, all blended into one book
may surprise some. But is there any reason why the two sub-
jects should not be treated together? It is shown (1) that the
Book is from God ; (2) that its theme is holiness. If God should
write a book, what subject would we expect him to treat of?
What “ theme ” 80 appropriate as “ holiness ?” Man could write
books on other subjects, but God must write on holiness if the
subject be at all explained. He has furnished us the “Book,”
and holiness is its “ Theme,” so we think. Does not the reader
agree with us? In Part I. the argument has blended the Book
with the Author of the Book. So sometimes we have spoken
of the Bible, and then passed on to the point where Christ was
spoken of as synonymous. This is certainly allowable if God is
the Author of the Book.  'The Book and the God of the Book
stand or fall together, and fall they never will.

I am under obligations to my kind brother, Rev. J, L. 8tokes,

(9)
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of South Carolina, for assisting me in revising a large part of the
manuscript.

And now, beloved reader, as you peruse the following pages
seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit. May our Father in heav-
en make the book a blessing to you! and may you enjoy the per-
foct holiness of which we have tried to treat in the book!

When at the throne of grace please remember your brother

in Jesus, L. L. Pickerr.
April, 1890,



INTRODUCTION.

“Tue Lord gave the word: great was the company of those
that published it.” Whether this be history or prophecy, we are
concerned in its statement. If history, it pointa to golden days
in the past, when many ran to and fro, and knowledge was in-
creased. If prophecy, it inspires the pleasing hope that these
favored times may come again. Let us devoutly pray that God
will speed the coming. And indeed has not the day-dawn al-
ready appeared? For surely never in the history of the world
have so many helpful agencies been brought to the exposition
and application and circulation of the revealed word. Talent
and education and learning and rank and wealth have all made
their contribution to simplify and commend the truth of God.
Without extravagance, it was never so clearand near and power-
ful. And still the deepening current rolls.

But with all these lights and helps, why will not the people
read and study the Book? It is truth and law and light and
life. Not to know it is to “perish for lack of knowledge.”
Alas! what multitudes take this fatal way! The very liberty to
read it and the right of private judgment in its interpretation
seem to satisfy them. The word of God is neglected. Who
shall tell this guilt and peril? A citizen ignorant of the statutes
of his State, and refusing to read them; a child unwilling to
know the terms of the last will and testament of his father; a
pilgrim journeying to eternity, knowing nothing and rejecting
his only teacher—surely there is no parallel to this daring risk.

The urgent and eupreme need of the times is a revival of di)-

igent, prayerful Bible stady. - It would vitalize piety, arrest ekep-
(8)
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ticism, give power to civil law, improve public morals, sanctify
and sweeten home, and quietly yet mightily draw the people
back to God. All efforts to promote this coveted result are
praiseworthy, and should be encouraged. For this very purpose
these lines are contributed.

There is a certain spirituai discernment of the truth granted
‘to every devout student that to him is special and peculiar.
It is God'’s definite revelation to him. Itis thus the great teach-
erilluminates, impresses, and usesmany and variousagents. Led
by the Spirit through this garden of the Lord, each gathers his
own cluster, and prepares it under divine guidance for those to
whom he ministers. So there cannot be too many students of
the Book, if all are only subject to the Spirit.

To the author of this volume is given a clear and definite con-
ception, most forcibly expressed in itstitle. With astrong hand
he sets up the defense of “The Book,” and from an overflowing
heart he magnifies “Its Theme”—holiness.

The teaching is rigidly scriptural and Wesleyan, and its ob-
ject is to glorify God and benefit men. Both ends will surely be

met. Josern 8. Ker.
Fort Worth, Tex.
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THE BOOK AND ITS THEME.

PART I-THE BOOK.

Its Prophecies.

“For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man:
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy
Ghost” (2 Pet. i. 21.)

The Bible claims to be a revelation from God. This
claim is either true or false. If true, a man rejects its
teachings at infinite peril; if false, the world should
know it and cast aside its arrogant assumptions—for
such they are if it be false. It claims (1) to be from
God, a revelation; (2) to hold the eternal issues of
life and death; (3) it demands the fealty of all men,
the rich as well as the poor, the king as well as the
peasant; (4) it claims to be the only arbiter of right.
“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not
according to this word, it is because there is no light
in them.” (Isa. viii. 20.) We unhesitatingly accept
it a8 the word of the eternal, all-wise, invisible God.
We believe its pages contain the messages of life from
the glory land. Let us examine, kind reader, a few
of the proofs of its heavenly origin.

“The testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
(Rev. xix. 10.) God challenges his enemies to the
test of prophecy.” He claims that the wisdom of the

®



10 THE BOOEK AND ITS THEME.

gods should look into the future, and tell us things
that the ages shall bring forth. Hear the inspired
prophet’s challenge:

“Produce your cause, saith the Lord; bring forth your strong
reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let them bring them forth,
and show us what shall happen: let them show the former things,
what they be, that we may consider them, and know the latter
end of them; or declare us things for to come. Show the things
that are to come hereafter, that we may know that ye are gods:
yea, do good, or do evi), that we may be dismayed, and behold it
together.” (Isa. xli. 21-23.)

These prophecies are of the Bible, and are not for
a day or a community only, but they stretch down
through coming centuries, and embrace kindreds and
peoples and tongues and nations—yea, all the world
and all time—in their mighty sweep.

I. Prophecies fulfilled in the records of revelation.

1. The birth of Christ was foretold about seven
hundred and ten years before it occurred, which was
nearly twice as long a period as has passed since the
discovery of America, and more than six times as
long as the United States has been a free and inde-
pendent government. Hear the prophetic declaration
of the place of the birth of Jesus:

“ But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among
the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto
me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting.” (Micah v. 2.)

This word of the prophet locates Bethlehem, defi-
nitely, as the place of the birth of the Ruler that God
promised to his people.

“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days
of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem, saying, Where-is he that-is born King of the Jows?
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for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship
him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. And when he had gath-
ered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he
demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they eaid
unto him, In Bethlehem of Judea: for thus it is written by the
prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.” (Matt. ii. 1-6.)

This shows that the Jews were looking for a Mes-
siah, and that Bethlehem was the city that was ex-
pected to be the place of his birth. It may be object-
ed that the prediction promised a Ruler for Israel,
whereas Christ never became a king, governor, or
ruler in any sense among the Jews. We reply by giv-
ing a Bible definition of a Jew or Israelite:

“For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly ; neither is that
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew,
which is one inwardly ; and circumcision is that of the heart, in
the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but
of God.” (Rom. ii. 28, 29.)

“Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and saith of him, Behold
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile!” “Theyanswered and
said unto him, Abraham is our father. Jesus saith unto them,
If ye were Abraham’s children, ye would do the works of Abra-
ham” (John i.47; viii. 39))

The real children of Abraham are the true servants
of God, as was Abraham. The true Israelite, the Is-
raelite in whom there is no guile, is the one who
serves God in true spiritual worship. All such, ac-
cording to the Bible, serve the Christ; and thus he
is the “ruler in Israel,” foretold by Micah seven cent-
uries before his coming:

2. The cruel treatment that Christ should receive
was told by the Prophet Isaiah seven hundred and
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twelve years before his birth. His scourging was a
literal fulfillment of this prediction.

“The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and 1 was not rebell-
ious, neither turned away back. I gave my back to the smiters,
and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair: I hid not my
face from shame and spitting.” (Isa.l. 5,6.)

“And the high-priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou
nothing? what is it which these witness against thee? But Jesus
held his peace.” “Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted
him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands.”
(Matt. xxvi. 62, 63, 67.)

3. They divided his raiment among them, and cast
lots for his seamless coat.

“They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my
vesture.” (Ps. xxii. 18.)

This prophecy was uttered by David over a thou-
sand years before its fulfillment, but see how literally
it was carried out:

“Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took his
garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also
his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven from the top
throughout. They said therefore among themselves, Let us not
rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: that the Scripture
might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among
them, and for my vesture they did cast lots. These things there-
fore the soldiers did.” (John xix. 23, 24.)

How could it have been written by mortal man
without inspiration? Where is the man, be he sage,
philosopher, scientist, Christian, or infidel—where is
the living man that can tell us of things that will oc-
cur seven hundred or one thousand years from now?
And, further, notice that these occurrences were not
in the regular order of events that might be guessed
at by any one, but they pertained to the remarkable
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life of Jesus, who was born in Bethlehem, came out
of Egypt (Matt. ii. 13-15, 19-21), was reared in Naz-
areth (Matt. ii. 23), was crucified on Calvary, and
went up to heaven, after his resurrection, from whence
he shall come again to “judge the quick and the
dead.”

4. Not only was the death of Jesus foretold, but
even the particulars concerning it, such as: He should
be crucified between thieves, and buried in the grave
of the rich man.

“And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich
in his death ; although he had done no violence, neither was any
deceit in his mouth.” (Isa. liii. 9.)

“Then there were two thieves crucified with him; one on the
right hand, and another on the left.” “When the even was
come, there came a rich man of Arimathea, named Joseph, who
also himself was Jesus’ disciple: he went to Pilate, and begged
the body of Jesus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be de-
livered. And when Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped it
in a clean linen cloth, and laid it in his own new tomb, which
he had hewn out in the rock: and he rolled a great stone to the
door of the sepulcher, and departed.” (Matt. xxvii. 38, 57-60.)

It was even told by prophecy that gall and vinegar
should be given him, which was done in the dark
hour of the crucifixion:

“They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they
gave me vinegar to drink.” (Ps. Ixix. 21.)

“They gave him vinegar to drink mingled with gall: and
when he had tasted thereof, he' would not drink.” (Matt.
xxvii. 34.)

5. By his sufferings and death we have salvation:

*“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows.
yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for
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our iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him;
and with his stripes we are healed.” (Isa. liii. 4, 5.)
“And he is the propitiation for our gins: and not for ours only,
but also for the sins of the whole world.” (1 John ii, 2.)
“Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must
be saved.” (Acts iv.12.)

II. Prophecy concerning the Jews, which is being
fulfilled before our own eyes, though uttered by the
Prophet Ezekiel more than two thousand four hun-
dred years ago:

“A third part of thee shall die with the pestilence, and with
famine shall they be consumed in the midst of thee : and a third
part shall fall by the sword round about thee; and I will scatter
& third part into all the winds, and I will draw out a sword after
them.” “Moreover I will make thee waste, and a reproach among

the nations that are round about thee, in the sight of all that pass
by.” (Ezek.v. 12, 14.)

When this prediction was made the Jews had a na-
tion and a government, though they had suffered
much from the judgments God sent upon them for
their sins. But the declaration is here boldly made
that the Jews should be thoroughly broken up as a
nation. A part should die with famine, and a part
with the sword, while a third part should be scat-
tered to all winds and become a reproach and a taunt.
The exact fulfillment of this can be easily found in
the history of the Jews. We know they perished in
great numbers by sword and famine in the Roman
wars, and the fact of their scattering to all the winds
is before our own eyes. A peculiarity, too, about the
Israelites is that they always maintain their identity.
A Jew is a Jew, in any language or clime, the world
over. No other nation on'earth has such a record.
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Any other people will eventually become absorbed
in the nation where they live, and thus lose their na-
tionality, but the Jews never do this; though scat-
tered into all lands, they are Jews still. They are,
perhaps, in all governments; are a thrifty, self-sup-
porting people, and yet maintain no government of
their own. The richest men of the world, too, are
Jews—e. ¢., Baron Hirsch, the Rothschilds, ete. But
the reproach and the taunt are still their portion, for
God hath said it.

III. Though these predictions were given to the
Jews by Jewish prophets, they were not spoken ex-
clusively of their own nation; but they spoke the
judgments of the Almighty as definitely against other
nations as against their own. Hear the threatened
destruction of Babylon, as spoken by Jeremiah, and
ask yourself: Where is Babylon to-day?

“Thus saith the Lord of hosts; The broad walls of Babvlon
shall be utterly broken, and her high gates shall be burned with
fire; and the people shall labor in vain, and the folk in the fire,
and they shall be weary.” “And it shall be, when thou hast made
an end of reading this book, that thou shalt bind a stone to it,
and cast it into the midst of Euphrates : and thou shalt say, Thus
shall Babylon sink, and shall not rise from the evil that I will

bring upon her: and they shall be weary. Thus far are the
words of Jeremiah.” (Jer.li. 58, 63, 64.)

And hear the judgments of God pronounced against
Egypt by the mouth of Ezekiel:

“And I will bring again the captivity of Egypt, and will cause
them to return into the land of Pathros, into the land of their
habitation ; and they shall bethere a base kingdom. Itshall be
the basest of the kingdoms; neither shall it exalt itself any more
above the nations:for I will diminish them, that they shall no
more rule over the nations.” (Ezek. xxix. 14,15.)
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"This fallen nation stands out before the eyes of
the world to-day a monument of the truth of this
prophecy. It is certainly the “basest of the king-
doms,”’ the most debased and sunken of the ancient
monarchies. Egypt once ruled the children of Is-
rael with a rod of iron; but now we see with our
own eyes the judgments threatened by Israel’s God,
through the Hebrew prophet, being fulfilled against
Egypt. '

And here we will introduce another prophet, who
i8 but a humble herdsman of Tekoa, and hear him
a8 with authority he declares the coming judgments
of Jehovah against Gaza, Ekron, Ashkelon, and the
remnant of the Philistines:

“Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Gaza, and
for four, I will not turn away the punishment thereof; because
they carried away captive the whole captivity, to deliver them
up to Edom: but I will send a fire on the wall of Gaza, which
shall devour the palaces thereof: and I will cut off the inhabit-
ant from Ashdod, and him that holdeth the scepter from Ash-
kelon, and I will turn mine hand against Ekron: and the rem-
nant of the Philistines shall perish, saith the Lord God.”
(Amos i. 6-8.)

Thus prophecy might be added to prophecy, where
the wrath of God is threatened against Jerusalem
and Damascus, and Ephraim and Judah, and Egypt
and Tyre, and Edom and Samaria. Or we might find
the coming of Christ foretold as the Shiloh, the De-
liverer, the Redeemer. Or we could study farther in
the life of Christ, and see him, by the eye of the
prophet, clothed in humility, buffeted by the mob,
forsaken by his disciples; rejected of men, despised
by those whom he loved; yes, followed by men for
whom he died, with malignant hate and hellish mien,
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down to the last bitter cries of anguish on the cruel
cross. Still men would have us reject this Jesus, who
was the purest, the noblest, and greatest among men.
They would have us cast aside the Book that tells of
our creation in the image of God, of our sad fall into
sin and ruin, of the glorious Redeemer that came to
our rescue and died for our redemption. It abounds
in prophecies which stamp upon it indelibly the seal
of Divinity, yet we are asked to cast this blessed mes-
sage of heaven out under our feet, and spurn the
counsels of its love. But, glory be to God—the God
of the Bible—this will never be done! but it will live
on, and shine on, and go on, till the last of its enemies
is conquered, and the Christ whose love it reveals
shall have dominion “from sea to sea, and from the
river even to the ends of the earth.”

We will close this section on prophecy, and intro-
duce the section on miracles, by a prediction from
Isaiah concerning the miracles of Christ:

“Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees.
Say to them that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: be-
holg, your God will come with vengeance, even God with a rec-
ompense; he will come and save you. Then the eyes of the
blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.
Then shall the lame man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters break out, and
streams in the desert.” (Isa.xxxv.3-6.)

How beautifully this tells of the divinity—*your
God shall come "—and of the blessings attending the
coming of Jesus the Christ: “The eyes of the blind
shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be
unstopped!” The lame leep, the dumb sing, the
weak hands are strengthened, and- the feeble knees

2



18 THE BOOK AND IT8 THEME.

confirmed; for Jesus is “The mighty God, The ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the increase
of his government and peace there shall be no end,
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to
order it, and to establish it with judgment and with
justice from henceforth even forever. The zeal of the
Lord of hosts will perform this.” (Isa. ix. 6, 7.)

O word of God incarnate,
O wisdom from on high,

O truth unchanged, unchanging,
O light of our dark sky;

‘We praise thee for the radiance
That from the hallowed page,

A lantern to our footsteps,
Shines on from age to age.

The Church from thee, her Master,
Received the gift divine;
And still that light she lifteth
O’er all the earth to shine.
It is the golden casket
Where gems of truth are stored ;
1t is the heaven-drawn picture
Of thee, the living word.
— William Walsham How.



Miracles.

Jesus challenges the faith of men by his works:

“If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not. But it
I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works; that ye may
know, and believe, that the Father is in me, and I in him.”
{John x. 37, 38.)

Here is the true test. His works are more than
man, unaided by the supernatural, could possibly ac-
complish. His own birth and preservation were mi-
raculous; so were the multitudes of superhuman
works, in which he abounded, seals of his divinity.
When John the Baptist inquired by messengers if
Jesus were the Christ, he pointed to his miracles in
proof, and used substantially the same language that
Isaiah had used in predicting his coming and his
mighty works. Let him speak for himself:

“Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ,
he sent two of his disciples, and said unto him, Art thou he that
should come, or do we look for another? Jesus answered and
gaid unto them, Go and show John again those things which ye

do hear and esee: the blind receive their sight, and the lame
walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are

raigsed up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.”
(Matt. xi. 2-5.)

These works will show to John the certainty of the
truth he had held with uncertainty. They show the
hand of God at work. ( In other generations men of

God had wrought some of these same wonders, but
(19)
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they had never claimed to be one with God as Christ
did; for they acknowledged that they were but men,
and that God worked these wonders through them;
consequently they could not impart the power to others
possessed by themselves, nor was miracle-working a
habit of their lives. But Jesus multiplies wonders on
every hand. Healing diseases, raising the dead, un-
stopping deaf ears and opening blinded eyes, feeding
multitudes with a few loaves and fishes, calming the
sea when the storm-king lashes it to fury; and on and
on indefinitely, these were the habits of the man who
was one with God the Father.

Not only did Jesus work these miracles, but he gave
power to his disciples to do the same, thus showing
that the power and authority were vested in himself,
and that he, therefore, was very God as truly as very
man. But let us notice a few of these miracles, as we
may gather them from the different writers making
record of his wonderful doings:

“Then was brought unto him one possessed with a devil, blind,
and dumb: and he healed him, insomuch that the blind and
dumb both spake and saw.” (Matt. xii. 22.)

Here is a miracle of a stupendous character, involv-
ing three things, viz.: casting out an evil spirit, giv-
ing sight for blindness and hearing for deafness,
showing the power of Christ over both matter and
spirit.

“And he preached in their synagogues throughout all Galilee,
and castout devils. And there came a leper to him, beseeching
him, and kneeling down to him, and saying unto him, If thou
wilt, thou canst make me clean. -And Jesus, moved with com-
passion, put forth hig hand, and touched him, and saith unto
him, I will; be thou clean. .And as eoon as he had spoken, im-
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mediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.”
(Mark i. 39-42.)

This plainly declares that the casting out of devils
(better, “ demons "—evil spirits ) was a common oc-
currence “throughout all Galilee.” It also specifies
the cleansing of the leper.

“And, behold, a man of the company cried out, saying, Mas-
ter, I beseech thee, look upon my son; for he is mine only child.
And, lo, a spirit taketh him, and he suddenly crieth out; and it
teareth him that he foameth again, and bruising him, hardly de-
parteth from him. And I besought thy disciples to cast him out;
and they could not. And Jesus answering said, O faithless and
perverse generation, how long shall I be with you, and suffer
you? Bring thy son hither. And a3 he was yet a coming, the
devil threw him down, and tare him. And Jesus rebuked the
unclean spirit, and healed the child, and delivered him again to
his father.” (Luke ix. 38-42.)

This illustrates not only the Master’s power over
unclean spirits, and the terrible bodily afliction inci-
dent thereto, but it shows the authority with which
he reproved the little faith of his disciples and the
people. How cheering it must have been to the heart
of that father when the Master presented him the
child well and sound, and no longer a raving maniac
and epileptic, upon his hand and heart!

“Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of
him that was dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stink-
eth: for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said
I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see
the glory of God? Then they ook away the stone from the
place where the dead was laid. - And Jesus lifted up his eyes,
and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I
knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people
which stand by I =aid it, that they may believe that thou hast
sent me. And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud
voice, Luzarus, come forth. And he that was dead eame forth,
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bound hand and foot with grave-clothes ; and his face was bound
about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and
let him go.” (John xi. 39-44.)

Who but the Christ of God could stand at the open
grave of one who had been dead four days, and, though
decomposition had commenced, say with authority,
‘““Come forth!” so that the grave should lose its prey,
and he who was dead come forth to life? Thank God
for a Saviour who has power to break the chains of
death and burst the bars of the grave! And such is
Jesus.

“And when it was evening, his disciples came to him, saying,
This is a desert place, and the time is now past ; send the multi-
tude away, that they may go into the villages, and buy them-
selvee victuals. But Jesus said unto them, they need not de-
part; give ye them to eat. And they say unto him, We have
here but five loaves, and two fishes. He said, Bring them hither
to me. And he commanded the multitude to sit down on the
grass, and took the five loaves, and the two fishes, and looking
up to heaven, he blessed, and brake, and gave the loaves to his
disciples, and the disciples to the multitude. And they did all
eat, and were filled : and they took up of the fragments that re-
mained twelve baskets full. And they that had eaten were
about five thousand men, beside women and children.” (Matt.
xiv. 16-21.)

Jesus refused to make bread of stones, to feed him-
self after his long fast in the wilderness, because it
was a temptation from Satan; but he would feed the
multitudes with the few loaves and fishes when God
might be glorified thereby. At another time he fed
four thousand men, besides women and children. See
Mark viii. 1-9.

“And when they had sent away the multitude, they took him

even &8 he was in the ship. Andthere were also with him other
little ships. And there arose a great storm of wind, and the
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waves beat inte the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in
the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake
him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish?
And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea,
Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm.
And he raid unto them, Why are ye so fearful ? how is it that
ye have no faith? And they feared exceedingly, and said one
to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and
the sea obey him?” (Mark iv. 3641.)

The control of wind and wave can only be found,
surely, in the Power that created the elements. How
it must have astonished those sailors to see the man
who had just awaked from sleep speak to the storm as
a man to his servant! and how overawed they must
have been when, as the result of that word, “there
was a great calm!” With a glad, free heart do I serve
him who carries, mingled with the love that died for
me, the divine authority over wind and wave. “Glory
to his name!”

“Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch
out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. And
Simon answering eaid unto him, Master, we have toiled all the
night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will
let down the net. And when they had this done, they in-
closed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And
they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other
ship, that they should come and help them. And they came,
and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink.” (Luke
v. 4-7.)

The disciples, though expert fishermen no doubt,
had toiled all night without success; but when the
Master took charge the wonderful haul of fishes sur-
prised all, and showed that he who walked the waves
and stilled their tempests knew their depths as well.

“Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them
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power and authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. And
he sent them to preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick.”
“And they departed, and went through the towns, preaching the
gospel, and healing everywhere.” (Luke ix. 1,2, 6.)

Jesus not only worked miracles himself, but he con-
ferred this power on his disciples. And when the
Jews said he cast out devils by Beelzebub he asked
them how their own children cast them out, and said:
“They shall be your judges.”

While the twelve were preaching the kingdom of
God with power, and healing diseases and casting out
demons, the Master saw fit to enlarge his working
force:

“After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also,
and sent them two and two before his face into every city and
place, whither he himself would come.” (Luke x. 1.)

They too went abroad in his name, proclaiming
his word, and were so successful in performing mira-
cles that they were thoroughly elated over the glo-
rious results. The Master, however, told them that
their heavenly inheritance was cause for greater re-
joicing than the fact that the spirits were subject to
them:

“And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, Lord, even
the devils are subject unto us through thy name. And he said
unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. Be-
bold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions,
and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing shall by any
means hurt you. Notwithstanding, in this rejoice not, that the
spirits are subject unto you; but rather rejoice, because your
names are written in heaven.” (Luke x. 17-20.)

Jesus would have his disciples to rejoice more in
their heavenly hope than in the grandest of successes
on earth, even though it were in miraculous power
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over the unclean legions of hellish spirits that dog
the steps of men. A gospel of such lowliness here,
teaching its followers to prize more the glories held
up to the vision of their faith in the home land of the
soul, beyond the mystic river, than the most wonder-
ful achievements of earth, has thereby a large claim
upon the faith of mankind.

TaE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST.

This is a subject of great interest, one with which,
in & brief analysis thereof, we may properly and safe-
ly close this section of our argument.

Jesus had foretold his death and the fact that he
would rise again, even foretelling that the betrayal
should be unto the chief priests and seribes, while the
mocking, scourging, and crucifying should be at the
hands of the Gentiles:

“Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be
betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they
shall condemn him to death, and shall deliver him to the Gen-

tiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third
day he shall rise again.” (Matt. xx. 18, 19.)

This prediction became known to the Jews, and
they were determined that no imposition should be
practiced by his disciples to make it appear that he
had actually risen from the dead. They accordingly
demanded of Pilate that the stone at the grave’s door
be sealed and a strict watch appointed:

“ Now the next day, that followed the day of the preparation,
the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, say-
ing, Sir, we remember that that deceiver said, while he was yet
alive, After three days I will rise again. Command therefore
that the sepulcher be made sure until the third day, lest his dis-
tiples come by night, and steal him away,and say unto the peo-
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ple, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse
than the first. Pilate said unto them, Ye have a watch: go your
way, make it as sure as ye can. So they went, and made the
sepulcher sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.” (Matt.
xxvii. 62-66.)

They were determined to use every precaution nec-
essary to prevent a fraud. The seal was the seal of
the Roman Government, and to break it was death to
the guilty person. Their guard was of Roman sol-
diery. These guards were held to very strict account-
ability for their faithfulness while on duty. The in-
terest excited in them by the prediction of Christ
that he would rise in three days was no doubt as
great as that in the popular mind. That he had
wrought many miracles was generally known. He
had raised Lazarus from the dead only a short dis-
tance from Jerusalem, and now that he had said that
he would rise again himself it was certainly a ques-
tion of popular and intense interest. Will he make
good his prediction—remain in the sepulcher three
days, and then in holy and divine triumph burst the
bars of death, open the portals of the grave, and come
forth conqueror? With this interest running high,
the stone was sealed and the watch set over the grave.
The only possible chance of fraud was for the little
handful of cowardly disciples who forsook him and
fled when he was betrayed to overpower the guard
of Roman soldiers, risk their lives in breaking the
Government seal, and carry away his body, claiming
that he had risen from the dead. Notice what they
would risk in doing this: 1..The guard, being trained
soldiers, would stand good chance of victory in the
fight to thwart their purpose, and may be kill them on
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the spot. 2. If they succeeded against the guard, the
whole Roman Government would then be arrayed
against them, so that the chance of escape with any
of them would be almost an impossibility. All this
risk for what? for nothing save securing a dead body,
the possession of which by any one would be certain
death. And to publish abroad that he had risen, when
no one could see him alive, would only subject them
to the ridicule of all men, and leave their cause to
perish, being utterly without foundation. Who thinks
they stole his dead body?
But the disciples testify that he did rise:

“And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not
ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He
is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where
the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is
risen from the dead ; and, behold, he goeth before you into Gal-
ilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.” (Matt.
xxviii. 5-7.)

“For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also re-
ceived, how that Christ died for our sins according to the Script-
ures; and that he was buried, and that he rose again the third
day according to the Scriptures: and that he was seen of Cephas,
then of the twelve: after that, he was seen of above five hundred
brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this
present, but some are fallen asleep. After that, he was seen of
James; then of all the apostles. And last of all he was seen of
me also, as of one born out of due time.” “ But if there be no res-
urrection of the dead, then is Christ not risen: and if Christ be
not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.
Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God ; because we have
testified of God that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up,
if 80 be that the dead rise not.” “But now is Christ risen from
the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that slept.” (1 Cor.
xv. 3-8, 13-15, 20.)

Here are 8 multitude of witnesses testifying of the



28 THE BOOK AND ITS THEME.

resurrection of Christ: 1. The angel told the women
who, in the blindness of unbelief, had gone to the
tomb to anoint his body as if for a permanent burial.
2. The women were also witnesses, having received the
news from the angel; but they were slow to believe, for
when Jesus himself stood by them and asked whom
they sought Mary (supposing him to be the garden-
er) said: “8ir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me
where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.”
(John xx. 15.) But they presently came to know
him, and rejoiced in bearing testimony to the fact of
his resurrection. 3. If the reader will study the rec-
ords of Christ’s resurrection, as given by the four evan-
gelists, he will find that the disciples were all very slow
of heart to believe the good news; but when Jesus had
openly shown himself to the twelve, singly and collect-
ively, they became bold witnesses; and for their testi-
mony some of them, at least, sealed their words with
their blood. 4. St. Paul tells us that a congregation
of five hundred at once saw Jesus after he rose from
the dead; and he distinctly says that the greater part
of these witnesses were living at the time he wrote his
Epistle. 5. He finally gives, in unmistakable lan-
guage, his own testimony. He says he saw the Lord
last of them all.

I hope the reader will note the following points es-
pecially: 1. These things were published abroad in
the country where they occurred, and in the adjacent
countries, and during the same generation in which
they were said to have transpired. Paul tells us of
the five hundred witnesses, most of whom were liv-
ing at the time of his-writing; and these witnesses
were some of them specified by name; 2. There were
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enemies enough to Christ and his cause to have dis-
puted every disputable point in this published testi-
mony. If the scribes and Pharisees could have dis-
puted a single iota of this testimony, which heaped
such stigma upon their names, how readily would they
have done so! Matthew says they bribed the soldiers
to say Christ’s body was stolen away. Why did they
not deny it # They had called Jesus an impostor, a
blasphemer. Why did they allow it to be published to
the world that he had actually risen from the dead,
as he had foretold, and that there were nearly five
hundred witnesses to the fact, who had seen Him?
With all their hatred for Christ and his followers,
which even led them to shed his and their blood, why
not deny his resurrection, challenge his witnesses,
and publish the whole thing to the world as the base
fabrication of wild enthusiasts, illiterate visionaries?
3. But no; the records of apostles and evangelists
yet stand undisputed as to fact. Men have fought
the Bible, the gospel, the whole Christian scheme;
they have fought every inch of the ground over which
the Bible, the word of God, has grandly pushed its
conquests; devils have despised its truths, and with
hellish hate attempted to impede its progress in every
age and in every nation; but the fact of Jesus’ resur-
rection has never been denied by any competent wit-
ness from the time it occurred to this good day. How
miserable that subterfuge of the scribes and Phari-
gees in getting the soldiers to say he was stolen away
while they slept!

“Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came

into the city, and showed unto the chief priests all the things
that were done. And when they were assembled with the eld-
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ers, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the sol-
diers, saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him
away while we slept. And if this come to the governor’s ears,
we will persuade him, and secure you. So they took the money,
and did as they were taught: and this saying is commonly re-
ported among the Jews until this day.” (Matt. xxviii. 11-15.)

SLEEPING WITNESSES.

The Jews, finding that Christ had risen from the
dead, and being determined to make no concessions,
bribed the soldiers to testify that his body was stolen
by his disciples while they were asleep. That age, as
well as this, was cursed with a low, degenerate set,
whom the politicians could bribe to do their bidding.
Bribery is a disgrace to any people who participate in
it, and should be exposed publicly and unsparingly.
The disciples were shrewd enough to discover this
plot, and bold enough to expose it. It is worthy of
note that there is extant no defense of themselves by
either the Jews or the soldiers, though Matthew’s
Gospel, which branded them with such eternal infamy,
was published while many of the participants were
living.

Then the idea of men testifying to a thing that is
said to have occurred while they were asleep! How
did it happen that all the guard fell asleep at once,
and slept so soundly that they knew nothing of the
carrying away of the body of Jesus by the disciples
when it was done? But afterward, when their testi-
mony was wanted by the Jews to conceal their defeat
and dispute the resurrection of Christ, they all at
once became aware that the disciples stole away the
body while they weresleeping! 'And the resurrection
is proved false by the direet testimony of men who
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saw his followers take his body while they were asleep,
and, consequently, knowing nothing of it, could not
perform their duty in defending the gravel Too
soundly asleep to guard the grave, but sufficiently awake
to testify who got the body! Wonder of wonders! But
these sleeping witnesses are the chance and hope of
infidelity to prove the Bible false, Christ an impostor,
and heaven a myth. With this puny force of sleep-
ing witnesses infidelity is trying to blot out the Chris-
tian’s hope, blockade the way to heaven, paralyze the
power of the gospel, and stay the progress of the
conquering Christ, who, with all power in heaven
and in earth, is moving forward to universal con-
quest; for “ he must reign till he hath put all enemies
under his feet.”

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun
Doth his successive journeys run;
His kingdom stretch from shore to shore,
Till moons shall wax and wane no more.

THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST

was the crowning-point of his wonderful career on
earth. He had accomplished his work here, and,
having shown himself to be the Son of God with
power in working all manner of miracles, he would
not disappear suddenly and mysteriously from his
disciples; but he made them witnesses of his ascen-
sion when, defying the laws of gravitation, he went
up to heaven before their eyes. But hear their re-
corded testimony:

“And he led them out as far as to"Bethany, and he lifted up
his hands, and blessed them. 'And it came to pass, while bhe

bleseed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into
heaven.” (Luke xxiv, 50, 61.)
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“And when he had spoken these things, while they beheia
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as he went
up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel ; which also
said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven?
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall
so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.”
(Acts i. 9-11.)

‘What a wonderful life was that of Christ! how glo-
rious in good deeds and wonderful works; yet how
tragic some of its scenes! Born in a manger and
reared in poverty, he puzzled the learned doctors of
the law at twelve years of age; was baptized of John
at thirty years old; acknowledged as the Son of God
by the voice from heaven; chose his disciples after a
whole night of prayer; healed all manner of diseases
and afflictions; raised the dead; fed thousands, mi-
raculously,with a few loaves and fishes; walked on the
water; quelled the storm, and stilled the raging of
the sea; secured his tax money from the mouth of a
fish; was betrayed by Judas, denied by Peter, and
forsaken by all his disciples; charged as an impostor
by the Jews, condemned by Pilate, and crucified be-
tween two thieves by the Roman soldiers; buried in
Joseph’s new tomb, which bore the Governor’s seal
and was kept by the soldier guards; rose, neverthe-
less, the third day, and was often seen after his res-
urrection, by as many as five hundred at one time;
and finally ascended to heaven, from whence he shall
come again at the end of the world to judge the quick
and the dead.



The Origin of the Book ltself a
Miracle.

We have studied briefly the miracles recorded in
the Book; but we wish to consider now the Book it-
self as a miracle, than which there is none more won-
derful recorded in its pages. We believe no man can
honestly study the miraculous origin, unity, and pres-
ervation of the Bible without at once and forever ac-
cepting it as the word of the Lord.

There were about forty writers who took part in
the preparation of the books of the Bible, which are
sixty-six in number. They begin with Genesis, the
book of the beginning; and close with Revelation, &
book which unfolds the beauties, grandeurs, and glo-
ries of the eternal world. Genesis tells of man’s cre-
ation in the image of his God—viz., righteousness
and true holiness—and of his temptation by the ser-
pent, resulting in his fearful and ruinous fall into sin,
and the universal reign of death as a consequence.
But, thank God, the sad record of the fall into sin
and its havoc of death is scarcely made until the An-
gel of the Covenant appears upon the scene, and the
radiant glory of heavenly hope lights the darkened
heart of man. The pledge of our God was that the
seed of the woman should bruise the serpent’s head.
From thenceforth the  “Shiloh” that should come
became the central figure of the writers of the Old
Testament Scriptures, until Malachi, the last of thelr

3 (88)
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prophets, sings of the *“Sun of Righteousness which
should arise with healing in his wings.” In the New
Testament Christ first appears as the Babe of Bethle-
hem; and from this he grows upon us until his divin-
ity, proclaimed from the open heavens, is fully attest-
ed by teachings wherein “he spake as never man
spake,” and by works which, multiplying on every
hand, proved him to be the “Son of God with
power.”

He is here presented to us as becoming * poor that
we might through his poverty be rich,” as weeping
over Jerusalem, crucified for the ransom of sinners,
praying for his murderers, rising from the dead, as-
cending into heaven, and promising to bring all his
faithful followers up from “the valley of the shadow
of death” to eternal joys at his right hand in his
Father’s house, where there “are many mansions.”
In accordance with this promise there is opened to
the vision of St. John the indescribable glories of
the celestial kingdom awaiting the redeemed from
“every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and peo-
ple,” whose names are written in the Lamb’s Book of
Life.

Thus Genesis tells us of earth’s paradise lost to the
race by sin, while Revelation holds up to view the par-
adise of God, the New Jerusalem, where the redeemed
shall live forever with the angels, bearing again the
image of God, the loss of which had forfeited the
first paradise. Whence this unity in the teachings
of the forty writers who composed the sixty-six books
of the Bible, except it be found in the reason given
by 8t. Paul—*“All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God?”
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Consider the varied conditions and qualifications of
these writers. Moses was a lawgiver; David, a king;
Daniel, though a Jewish captive, was a chief ruler
under the king in the Babylonish Empire; Jeremiah
was a persecuted prophet, imprisoned by his own
king for his denunciation of the sins of the land;
Amos was a humble herdsman of Tekoa. Then, in
the New Testament, Matthew was a tax-gatherer;
Luke, a physician; Peter, James, and John were fish-
ermen; while Paul alone seems to have been a man
of finished education.

Now that forty men, living through a period of
fifteen hundred years—a period when printing was
unknown, books but few, and schools scarce—that
these forty men, ranging from the king down to the
humste terdsman and unknown fishermen, could
write a single book composed of sixty-six disconnect-
ed parts that when put together should make a com-
plete whole, giving the origin, history, and prophetic
destiny of man, is the most remarkable miracle yet
produced in proof of the divine origin of the Secript-
ures.

Add to the preceding thoughts the fact that Christ
is made to appear as the central figure from the be-
ginning to the end of this wonderful book; proph-
esied of as King, Ruler, and Redeemer of men, yet
strangely to be despised, rejected, and murdered by
them; add the further fact of the unity in doctrinal
teaching unfolded in the writings of these forty men,
and you have proof of the inspiration of the Script-
ures which challenges the belief of the most incred-
ulous, and demands for the Christ, the God of the
Bible, the adoration-of the mest skeptical and im-
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pemtent Thank God this blessed Book is cutting its
way through the thickest ranks of earth’s infidelity,
and leading its humble followers up to the glorious
heights of heavenly light and love!

How precious is the Book divine,
By inspiration given!

Bright as a lamp its doctrines shine,
To gunide our souls to heaven.

It sweetly cheers our drooping hearts,
In this dark vale of tears:

Life, light, and joy it still imparts,
And quells our rising fears.

Thie lamp through all the tedious night
Of life shall guide our way,
Till wo behold the clearer light

Of an eternal day.
~John Foaucelt.



Its Progress.

“He must reign, till he hath put all enemies under
his feet.” (1 Cor. xv.25.) At the time this was writ-
ten it must have looked like a bold prophecy. I im-
agine an infidel friend of Paul’s, on seeing it, to say:
“Paul, you must be beside yourself! The idea of
Christ, who has but few followers scattered here and
there, mostly among the poor and illiterate—the idea
of Christ putting all enemies under his feet! Take it
out, Paul!” But Paul allowed this bold prediction
to stand, and he is yet saying to Dible readers that
Christ will subdue all enemies and reign without a
rival. We are sometimes told by infidels (where, no
doubt, the wish is father to the thought) that Chris-
tianity is dying out. Let us see.

At first Christ had but a few disciples—obscure, un-
known men and women; twelve, seventy, and at the
beginning of the great Pentecost revival one hundred
and twenty were found to gather in his name. Be-
sides these, there must have been scattered here and
there quite a number, of course, of uncounted fol-
lowers; but the census report of the little Church
was only one hundred and twenty praying, but to the
world unknown, men and women. But in that won-
derful day’s work three thousand happy souls were
enrolled among the lowly followers of the rejected,
despised Nazarene. A few days later five thousand
entered the ranks, and thenceforward the onward

(87)
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marches and triumphant movements of the little but
rapidly growing army of Jesus were marvelous.
While Bible teaching and gospel earnestness and
simplicity characterized the Church its progress
among men was the marvel of earth’s history. At
the end of the first century of the Christian era the
followers of the Christ of the Bible were estimated at
fifty thousand. Of course these may not have all
been experimental Christians; but they did accept
the Bible as the word of God and accord to Jesus the
Messiahship he claimed when he openly asserted
his divinity by saying: “I and my Father are one.”
The gospel of Christ went forward with Bible truth
a8 its basis with wonderful speed until the Church
departed from the Bible standard of doctrine and life,
and sought rather the power, wealth, and honor of
the world. Thus, in seeking the honor of men, the
pomp and glory of the world, the Church refused to
follow the Scriptures of eternal truth; her purity was
lost, her glory departed, her power left her; her
chart and compass were thrown away, and she drift-
ed into dangerous channels; the storms of sin and
godless infidelity broke upon her; the fogs of medi-
sval superstition settled in darkest night. Roman
Catholicism, instigated by the devil and supported
by the corruptions of the human heart, severed the
Bible from the Church and sought light from the tra-
ditions of men and councils of her own calling. The
pope, “ the man of sin” described by the inspired pen
(2 Thess. ii. 1-10), usurped authority over the lives
and consciences of men, claiming infallibility; he
sold indulgences, granted pardons, excommunicated
such as displeased him, cursed for time and eternity (?)
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all who offended him; took the world into the Church,
thus degrading the Church to the level of the world;
usurped temporal power in the name of Christ, who
said, “ My kingdom is not of this world;” degraded
the people by his superstition, and kings by his strat-
egem; dethroned emperors, and doomed whole com-
munities—yea, even nations—to the galling chains of
his tyrannical and godless reign. The inquisition was
established, and the lowly, prayerful, God-fearing,
Bible-loving saints of the Most High perished by
hundreds of thousands; while the traitor, the robber,
the low and vicious, the worldly, the drunkard, the
gambler, the licentious, the adulterer, were alike safe
if they would acknowledge the pope, confess to the
priest, pay for their indulgences, and worship the
virgin. O how dark and sad those days! and how
gloomy the prospect must have then seemed to the
downtrodden saints of the Lord for the pronounced
triumph of Christ and his word, the holy Bible, in
the earth!

During all these dark days, reaching into several
hundreds of years, the Roman Catholic Church had,
perhaps, attained unto one hundred million of adher-
ents; but the Bible, the holy word of God, had not &
tithe so many, we fear. But, thank God, some were
true, consecrated followers of Jesus, living holy lives
and dying triumphant deaths through all this period.
Of them it may be said as of the martyrs of olden
time:

“And others had trial of ‘cruel mockings and scourgings, yea,
moreover of bonds and imprisonment: they were stoned, they

were sawn asunder, were tempted, were glain with the sword:
they wandered about in sheep-gkins-and goat.skins; being desti-
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tute, affticted, tormented ; of whom the world was not worthy:
they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and
caves of the earth.” (Heb. xi. 36-38.)

But at last the day-star of hope arose; the long-
promised day dawned upon the world, and the Sun of
righteousness appeared “with healing in his wings.”
Luther and a noble little band of brave, true-hearted,
God-fearing men got access to the Scriptures, learned
the way of salvation by faith, and, relying on the
promises of God, taking “the sword of the Spirit,”
counting nct their lives dear unto themselves, with
much prayer to God and being “filled with the Holy
Ghost,” they went forth as soldiers of the Most High
to preach the gospel of salvation in purity and power,
to defy the authority of the pope, and break the cruel
shackles of Catholicism. No brighter day has the
world seen since the glories of Pentecost than when,
bursting the fetters of Roman Catholic superstition,
the governments and the people turned to the pure,
unadulterated word of God.

From this time the word of God, unfettered by cor-
rupt churchly superstitions, began its onward march
toward the long-promised and anxiously looked for
triumph. The Bible was rapidly translated into
many different languages; its pages were read, its
truths believed, its commandments obeyed, its prom-
ises claimed, its Christ accepted, its life realized, and
its eternal glories grandly unfolded to millions in this
life, and they went shouting in holy triumph “ through
the valley of the shadow of death,” in the light that
gleamed through the golden streets, sapphire walls,
and crystal spires of the God-built city, of which they
had read in its preciouspages. . The Bible has already
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been translated into more than two hundred and thir-
ty languages and dialects; over eighty missionary so-
cieties, with thousands of missionaries, are circulat-
ing the word, and preaching or teaching its heavenly
truths to the present joy and eternal salvation of mill-
ions of the benighted heathen of the earth.

Besides all this, the Bible is the accepted religious
standard among the most powerful nations of the
earth—notably Great Britain and the United States.
The adherents of Christianity—more than half per-
haps only nominal, but millions of them experiment-
al, spiritual Christians—number more than four hun-
dred millions. While yet “the dark places of the
earth are full of the habitations of cruelty,” while sin
holds high the hand of its rebellion, and the forces of
evil seem still massed against the truth, yet, blessed
be God, that “ truth is marching on,” and we begin to
see cheering signs of the promised victory. The infi-
del in our midst may despise the Church, ridicule ex-
perimental religion, denounce Christ as an impostor,
curse the Bible as a fraud, and declare vociferously
that “ Christianity is dying out” in the earth, but the
same poor, deluded man, in writing a letter or dating
a deed, signs it “A.D.”—that is, “in the year of our
Lord” Every document he gives date to has to
acknowledge our Lord Jesus Christ as God over all;
for the Saviour already has the hand of his power on
the chronology of the mightiest nations of the world,
and this Christ-dated era is independent of the stout-
est infidelity and the most stubborn rebellion.

“No book has been go fiercely attacked in every
age as the Bible. And after its teachings had con-
quered the civilization of the world, and that civiliza-
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tion became professedly Christian, that civilization
went over to the devil, and the Church itself tried to
burn up all the Bibles in the world; but Church and
State, infidel and pagan, criminal and philosopher,
have all failed to destroy it. The Bible is no feeble
child begging in the streets of our Vanity Fair, but
it is a lofty giant, his mother love, his father God,
and his strides over toppling thrones and down the
ages have awakened the dead. He shakes thunders
from his flowing hair, and his armor shines like the
sun. The breath of God was the furnace blast, and
Horeb’s top the anvil, when Jehovah forged him hel-
met, breastplate, and buckler; and the infant Jesus
gave him a sword out of heaven’s armory; and while
John fell worshiping, the stars danced the sky to the
song of the angels, when he was commissioned to
take the world. Kill him? Kill an archangel? Kill
the Lord of glory again? Kill God? Priest and in-
fidel, get out of the way! God’s eternal truth owns
the eternal years, and the Bible will yet be the code
of all nations, the arbiter of all questions, the referee
in all disputes, the grand court of appeal for the
world, and the Bible and Jesus will be the King of
the world. Go on, blessed old Book! Let wicked
men scoff. Go on, and teach the rich man how to
use his wealth, the poor man how to be happy in his
cabin; teach all men the way of salvation; and when
we die give us a promise and hope of immortality,
and kindle a light in our graves which all hell cannot
blow out; and you have done for us what all the
world’s philosophy never dreamed of.”’—Dr. W. E.
Munsey.



It Contains the Only Standard of Right.

“To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not accord-
ing to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” (Isa.
viii, 20.)

We boldly assert, with our text, that any standard
of morality different from that found in the Bible is
false. It contains the true moral standard, and is the
only true test of morals. If the Christian’s life is
found impure or in any wise wrong, the flaw in his
life will be readily condemned and his morals correct-
ed by the Bible, his creed.

1. If the professed adherent of the Bible and fol-
lower of Christ be guilty of falsehood, if he ever be
found guilty of any manner of lying or untruth, the
Bible, his accepted moral guide, condemns his con-
duct in the most fearful, unsparing terms. ‘“Thou
shalt not bear false witness” (Ex. xx. 16) is the une-
quivocal declaration of the God of the Bible, the God
of all the earth, as he delivered the ten command-
ments to Moses from the blazing brow of the cloud-
capped summit of Sinai. Again we read: “Thou
shalt not raise a false report: put not thine hand with
the wicked to be an unrighteous witness.” (Ex. xxiii.
1.) He who would bear false witness is thus a vio-
lator of the law of holy writ, and is at once con-
demned as s sinner who must repent or perish.
“Keep thee far from a false matter,” says the Bible,
and when the citizen of Zion is described he is said
to be a man that “speaketh the truth iu his heart.”

(43)
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(Ps. xv. 2.) When the New Jerusalem is described
in prophetic vision as the city of God, the home of
the redeemed, we are told that without its pearly
gates are “murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever
loveth and maketh a lie.” (Rev. xxii. 15.) If the
infidel should advocate truth-telling, he has no ac-
cepted standard of right by which to enforce his
teaching. This is a Bible doctrine, and if we discard
the blessed Book we have no accepted moral standard
by which to present the necessity of truth-speaking.
If the infidel should teach truth as an essential ele-
ment of moral character, he has to steal the doctrine
from the Bible, which is not very creditable to him,
since he has rejected the Bible as untrue and repudi-
ated its teachings as unsound.

2. Let us consider the question of honesty. The
infidel will boldly cry out that he believes in honesty;
that man must never steal from his neighbor, or in
any way defraud him. But hold on, my infidel friend;
that is Bible doctrine; you cannot have that. Where
is your standard by which you may enforce the neces-
sity of an honest life? Our holy Book constantly de-
mands honesty not only in outer life and conduct,
but as the very mainspring of action. Again hear the
Decalogue: “Thou shalt not steal.” (Ex. xx. 15.) “Ye
shall not steal, neither deal falsely, neither lie one to
another.” (Lev. xix. 11.) “Thou shalt not defraud
thy neighbor, neither rob him.” (Lev. xix. 13.) The
word of God so persistently enforces the great princi-
ple of honesty that it even requires its followers to
suffer wrong rather than'do wrong. “There is utter-
ly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with
another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? Why do
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ye not rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded? Nay,
ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.
Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit
the kingdom of God.” (1 Cor. vi. 7-9.) The man
who would teach honesty has to harmonize with the
Bible, for this is a Bible doctrine.

3. The arrogant opponent of the Scriptures may
boldly assert his belief in kindness to the poor, in
mercy to the afflicted, in help for the needy. But
here again he is on forbidden ground; for this doc-
trine is not drawn from the hoary legends of infidel
blasphemy, but from the sweet, fresh, hallowed pages
of the God-given book. Hear it: “Blessed are the
merciful: for they shall obtain mercy.” (Matt. v. 7.}
“What doth the Lord require of thee, but to do just
ly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy
God.” (Micah vi. 8.)

What a wondertul trio of graces are here joined iy
happy combination and sweetest fellowship by the
hand divine! When infidelity attempts to pose as the
advocate of justice, mercy, and humility, it is but hyp-
ocritically making a rich display in robes filched from
the treasure-house of inspiration. What book but
the Bible, and what teacher but Christ, could have
given us the lesson of the good Samaritan, or of the
prodigal son, or of the shepherd who left the ninety
and nine safe at home, to bring back the one wan-
derer to the fold of safety? But we are told that
many professed Christians are dishonest, untruthful,
unkind, not to be relied on in business or in works of
charity and mercy. Granted; but a Bible Christian
is never found thus guilty. 'There is quite a differ-
ence between a real Bible Christian-—~one who hum.
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bly follows Christ Jesus according to the Scriptures
in all things—and a man who has simply joined the
Church, but has not accepted the Holy Bible as the
guide of his every-day life.

Infidelity rejects the Bible. He whose moral life is
staired by dishonesty, falsehood, cruelty, and all the
black catalogue of crimes of this character also rejects
the Bible. Even though he be its professed follower,
he is thus himself an infidel, and his sins are the re-
sult of his untrueness to the Bible—u. ¢., of his infi-
delity.

If the infidel has any good and noble traits of char-
acter—as honesty, truthfulness, kindness, liberality,
etc.—it will be found that this much of his life is
scriptural; whereas, if the professed Christian be
found dishonest, untruthful, covetous, and cruel,
these traits will put him out of harmony with the
Bible. Not only this, but these facts will be noticed.
The professed Christian will be condemned by all as
hypocritical and untrue to his high profession, while
the infidel will be lauded as so much better than
might have been expected. The good traits of the
avowed infidel are noticeable because not expected
from his professed principles; and just so the evil
traits of the professed Christian are noteworthy be-
cause not in harmony with his profession. The Bible,
the creed of the Christian, demands much of him;
but the infidel’s creed of morals is—? Ah, what
i it? If a man guilty of a great crime avows him-
gelf an infidel we are not shocked by the inconsisten-
¢y in his creed and his practice; but if he should
proclaim himself a lover of the Bible, a follower of
Christ, we are shocked with surprise, for such crime



IT CONTAINS THE ONLY STANDARD OF RIGHT. 47

and such profession are out of harmony. Therefore
we assert that the Bible contains the only true moral
standard. Always bear in mind that no system is
responsible for him who acts the part of a traitor.
No true, faithful, humble follower of the Bible will
ever show an immoral or corrupt life. DBut faithful
devotion to infidelity is no guarantee of a pure, ex-
alted, noble life. Infidelity would doubtless shrink
from this comparison, but Christianity never. It
rather demands the test: “By their fruits shall ye
know them.” (Matt. vii. 20.)

Let us institute a comparison on a larger scale than
the individual. Take the most degraded parts of our
large cities—the Five Points of New York, or other
like sections of any large city. Here are to be found
herded in one foul mass saloons, with bloated, besot-
ted wretches; houses of corruption and infamy, with
licentiousness; thieves, cut-throats, pickpockets, mur-
derers, wife-beaters, gamblers, and criminals of every
imaginable character. Poverty, profanity, misery,
hatred, lust, suffering, want, and wretchedness go
hand in hand. Here the Bible is unread, the church
unattended, religion derided, the Sabbath unknown,
God’s name profaned, the ministry despised, prayer
neglected, and holiness unheard of. Homes that are
not homes are there, where want and squalor abound;
cursing, cruelty, idleness, and ignorance prevail. O
what a wretched state of affairs confront us here!

What shall we do for relief? Shall we preach
them infidelity or the Bible? ' Shall we send them a
preacher of Christ and the Scriptures, or an apostle
of infidelity? Try the infidel. Bring in the most
noted advocate of infidel views.  Let him spend three
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weeks in vigorous attacks on the inspiration of the
Bible. Let him lecture on the mistakes of Moses,
ridicule the account of creation, laugh at the doctrine
of the new birth, declare his descent and that of his
hearers from the monkey, and stir the risibles of his
godless audience in cursing the Church, defying God,
and laughing at the dying testimonies of holy men
and women who went shouting through the shadows
of the grave to the “abundant entrance” that wel-
comed them to the glories of the God-built city.
When his work is done what reformation do we rea-
sonably expect? Have the drunkards who accepted
his teachings become sober? Have the cruel become
kind, or the vicious gentle and harmless? Have the
thieves become honest, or the licentious pure? Have
parents become better, under his teachings, to their
children, or children more obedient and useful to
their parents? Have wives been made truer, gentler,
and more affectionate to their husbands, or husbands
kinder, more loving, and devoted to their wives? will
they provide better for them? In short, have the
homes of the people been changed, made purer,
brighter, more heavenly? Ah! who would expect
such results from the bleak, cold, cheerless negations
of infidelity? Would we not have instead harder
hearts, darker homes, and coarser lives, with the finer
sensibilities blunted more than ever, and the whole
life degraded, corrupted;, and imbruted? Infidelity
preaches no God of love and justice; no Christ of in-
finite compassion dying for the salvation of men; no
Holy Spirit, as a regenevating, sanctifying Comforter
and Guide.

But let us try the Bible. Bring in Mr. Moody
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with his Bible, and Mr. Sankey with his song-book.
They preach, they sing, they exhort, they pray. They
enforce the requirements of the Ten Commandments,
and hold up the promises of the gospel. They hew
the consciences of the sinners to tenderness with the
sword of the Spirit, and break to pieces the impeni-
tent heart with the hammer of truth, while the guilty
are made to tremble by the terrors of the law. Thus
sinners are awakened, and resolve on better lives.
They turn from their wickedness, and in deep sorrow
of heart seek forgiveness from God and man. They
cry for mercy and seek for pardon. With broken
hearts and contrite spirits they amend their lives and
learn of the pardoning love of God. Sermons arouse
them to repentance, songs melt them to tenderness,
exhortations move them to immediate action, and
prayers lift their troubled hearts heavenward. The
cross of Christ strengthens their hope, while the
promises of the blessed Bible inspire their faith. The
Holy Spirit regenerates their hearts and sanctifies
their lives, while heaven’s peace, indescribable and
glorious, comforts their hearts. The word and Spirit
light up their benighted minds, bring joy and happi-
ness to their homes, and gild the gloomy places of
this world and the cheerless passage of the grave with
a heavenly radiance, a glory all divine.

The three weeks of labor in God’s holy name by
his faithful servants have produced a wonderful
change is your verdict, as you find men who were
formerly drunkards sober and hard at work to provide
properly for their families, - Those who were thieves
before the meeting and their conversion are afterward
honest, manly, industrious. and true. The cruel are

4
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made kind; the vicious are made gentle; the degrad-
ed and corrupt are purified and ennobled. The
whole community, as far as the gospel has reached,
is made better, brighter, and happier.

When the mother and father, saved by the grace of
God, talk of heaven as a better home than earth can
afford, and as their eyes kindle brighter with the glow
of such glorious hope, the children are also encour-
aged to be good and live for eternity. When cold and
heartless death slips in some day and steals away the
little suffering babe from its mother’s bosom, infidel-
ity, groaning in despair, raises a bitter wail and says
it is gone—we know not where. The Christian father
and mother look up through tears, and say: “Parted
now, but not forever;” “though the child cannot
come to us, we can go to it;” “thanks be unto God,
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

Infidelity is cold, heartless, cheerless. It would
blot out our joy on earth and crush our hope of heav-
en. Religion is bright, sunshiny, joyous, and builds
us a sure resting - place, a granite corner-stone for
eternity. “By their fruits shall ye know them.”

How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,

Is laid for your faith in his excellent word !
What more can he say than to you he hath said,
You who unto Jesus for refuge have fled?

In every condition—in sickness and health ;

In poverty’s vale, or abounding in wealth ;

At home and abroad ; ‘on the land, on the sea—

As thy days may demand, ghall thy strength ever be.

FE’en down to old age, all my people shall prove
My sovereign, eternal; unchangeable love;
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And when hoary hairs shall their temples adorn,
Like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne.

The soul that on Jesus still leans for repose

I will not, I will not, desert to his foes;

That soul, though all hell should endeavor to shake,
T’ll never, no, never, No NEVER forsake,

There is another sense in which this same thought
may apply, so that “by their fruits” they shall be
known. We refer to public charities, institutions of
learning, etc. Who build the sckools, colleges, and
universities? Infidels tell us that the Christian re-
ligion, like heathen religions, is superstitious, nour-
ished in darkness, and supported by ignorance and
imbecility. They say it will not bear the light, and
that it pales before the investigations of science. In
answer, we inquire: Who is it that builds schools,
founds colleges, endows universities; and who mans,
equips, and maintains all these institutions of devel-
opment, of science, and of learning? What institu-
tions of learning have been established, equipped,
patronized, and supported by infidelity? Christian
schools of all grades, from the primary school and
academy to the university of highest grade and rich-
est scholarship, dot the land. Harvard, Yale, Dart-
mouth, Boston University, Vanderbilt, Emory, De
Pauw, South-western, and others of equal grade and
on down, may be counted by scores—yea, hundreds—
in the United States alone. - Then if we count those
in other lands built by Christian liberality and rich-
ly endowed by Christian munificence; and if we fol-
low the missionaries of Christ and the Bible as they
go into benighted lands, and, while preaching Jesus
and the resurrection, open their schools and give
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their pupils the light of science and the languages,
side by side with that of revelation, we will soon see
that the religion of Christ and the Bible is the only
true dispenser of light among the nations for either
this life or the life to come.

As with schools so with hospitals, orphanages,
homes for the aged and infirm, houses of refuge and
reformation for the fallen, the sin-blighted and infi-
del-wrecked of earth.

Infidelity curses the Church, ridicules religion,
mocks the ministry, derides the Christian’s future
hope, denies the truth of the Scriptures, laughs at
God, and thus leads astray the young, the ignorant,
and the thoughtless; till men, forgetting God and
denying eternal retributions, give themselves up to
frivolity, to passion, to lust and blasphemy; and thus
running riot, sowing to the flesh, they wake up late
in life to find want, disease, misery, ruin, and woe
staring them in the face as the legitimate harvest of
their sowing. Then in helplessness they may raise
aloud their cry for help, but infidelity has no house
of refuge, no house of shelter, where kind hands ad-
minister to every want and soothe the aching heart.

Christianity must supply the hospital, and Chris-
tian love and kindness must alleviate the woes and
sufferings which are the legitimate fruits of infidelity.
And again we say with our blessed Master, the Christ
of the Bible: “By their fruits shall ye know them.”



Living Witnesses.

“If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine.”
(John vii. 17.)

This text leads us into the region of certainty, of
personal knowledge. It submits the doctrine of the
Bible’s inspiration to the test of personal conscious-
ness. And this is not an isolated, doubtful passage
of Bcripture; there are others of like import. In
fact, all through the Scriptures this matter of a per-
sonal realization of religion in the inner conscious-
ness is constantly emphasized. David tells us: “The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear him; and he
will show them his covenant.” (Ps. xxv. 14.) This
is like our secret lodges; they have their signs, grips,
pledges, and pass-words, but are not allowed to divulge
them. He who would learn these things must him-
self enter the lodge and assume its vows, among which
is the vow of secrecy as to the inner workings, ete.
Our God has a secret place where he initiates his fol-
lowers and “shows them his covenant.”

“For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion:
in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me
up upon a rock.” (Ps. xxvii.5.)

“The secret of the Lord is with them that fear
him” shows that in our accepting the Lord to be our
God, and humbly enlisting as his followers, assum-
ing the vows of faithfulness and obedience to his re-
quirements, we shall enter his tabernacle and he will

(53)
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reveal his secret to us. Are we not allowed to tell
this secret to the world? We are allowed to reveal
it as far as possible; but the language of earth is
lame here, and totally inadequate to the task. In the
revelation of spiritual things the tongues of men and
of earth fail; but the Holy Spirit, coming like the
wind, unseen and unheard, steals softly into the inner
chambers of the contrite, humble, submissive heart,
and there reveals the “secret” of God to the eye and
ear of the inmost soul. Shall he tell it to outsiders,
to sinners? Yes. Will they understand him? No.
Why? Because they do not themselves obey God.
Obedience is the only key that admits to the inner
chamber, where the secret of the Lord is revealed.
The Holy Spirit reveals the things of God to the
obedient, trusting soul.

“Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the
Spirit which is of God ; that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in
the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy
Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But
the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual
judgeth all things.” (1 Cor. ii. 12-15.)

It is only when we are obedient to God that the
Spirit can dwell in our souls, and reveal therein the
things of God. Hence we see that all infidelity and
all doubt are born, necessarily, of sin. “As many as
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of
God.” And to such “the Spirit himself beareth wit-
ness with our spirit, that we are children of God.”
(Rom. viii. 14-16.) _In the sublime truth of the pres-
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ence and operation of the Holy Spirit upon the hearts
of men lies the challenge of my text: “If any man
will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine.” In
the face of such a direct personal challenge to every
man to test the truth of the Bible himself, it seems
that the stupendous folly of infidelity would be recog-
nized by all, and its arrogant assumptions of wisdom
and blatant denials of the inspiration of the Bible
would receive from every candid man the condemna-
tion they so justly merit.

The truths of the religion of the Bible, we find, are
here laid open to the fair test of conscious experience.
They are not, therefore, open to debate, but to per-
sonal obedience as the test. A man might show me
a telephone, and say that I could talk to another fifty
miles away. I could differ with him, debate and dis-
pute with him, declaring vehemently that the thing is
absurd, unreasonable; but I would thereby only show
my folly. The thing for me to do is to test it, and
thus know for myself. I might believe or not believe,
but it would affect nothing; the real thing to do is to
test it. Go into China and tell the Chinaman that he
can travel with you thirty miles per hour. He laughs
you to scorn, and, to his own satisfaction, demon-
strates by reason, by logic, the absurdity of your dec-
laration. Still, with all his reasoning, he but acts
foolishly, for you propose to demonstrate it by the
fact. He may get aboard the train and travel at the
rate you have said. All his disputing, argument, and
contention are but the idlest folly. He should test it.
Every one who tests it knows it to be true.

It is just so with the religion of the Bible: it is
open to the test of personal conscious experience, and
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all who truly obey it bring in the same testimony.
They say with the patriarch of old: “I know that my
Redeemer liveth.” (Job xix. 25.) So wrote Job in
the midst of his afflictions, more than three thou.
sand years ago. St. John wrote, “We know that we
have passed from death unto life” (1 John iii. 14);
and the Apostle Paul declares: “ We have received,
not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of
God; that we might know the things that are freely
given to us of God.” (1 Cor. ii. 12.)

An infidel once said to me: “If the Bible is true
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