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Introduction

The Papers of Melvin E. Dieter is a collections of photocopied correspondence belonging to
Hannah Whitall Smith, one of the leading figures in the Holiness movement. In addition to the
correspondence, the collection includes Dieter’s literary works, such as Recollections of John Jay
Smith and the Inventory of Hannah Whitall Smith’s correspondences housed at the Lily Library
at Indiana University.

Biographical Sketch

Dr. Melvin E. Dieter, a distinguished scholar in the field of Holiness theology and American
religious history, is known for his deep engagement with the history of the Holiness movement,
particularly through his research on key figures such as Hannah Whitall Smith and John Jay
Smith. Dieter has contributed significantly to the academic study of the Wesleyan and Holiness
traditions, focusing on theological, historical, and biographical aspects of the movement.

Summary

Correspondence (381 Folders)
Literary Productions (3 Folders)

Scope and Content



The Papers of Melvin E. Dieter consist primarily of a rich collection of correspondence
belonging to Hannah Whitall Smith that was photocopied from Indiana University’s Lily Library
Archives and Special Collections by Dieter. Spanning from 1841 to 1911, this collection offers
valuable insights into the life and work of Hannah Whitall Smith.

I. Correspondence

The correspondence section of the collection, contained in box 1 through box 17, spans the vast
majority of this collection.

II. Literary Productions

The literary production section of the collection contains research notes and papers of Dieter,
including: Recollections of John Jay Smith, and the inventory of Hannah Whitall Smith’s
(friend’s and family’s, as well) correspondence created by Dieter, most likely in reference to
Smith’s Collection at Indiana University’s Lily Library.

Box/Folder Inventory

Box Folder Series Description Date
1 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1846

2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1847
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1849
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1850
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1851
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1854
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1855
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1856
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1857
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1858
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1859
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1863 - 1867?
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1863
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1863
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1863
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1863
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1863
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1863
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1863
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1864
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1864
22 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1864



Box Folder Series Description Date
23 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1864
24 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1864
25 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1864
26 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1864
27 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1864
28 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1864
29 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1864
30 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1865
31 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1865
32 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1865
33 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1865
34 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1865
35 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1865
36 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1865
37 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1865
38 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1865
39 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1865

2 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1866
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1866
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1866
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1866
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1866
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1866
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1866
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1866
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1866
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1866
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1867
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1867
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1867
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1867
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1867
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1867
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1867
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1867
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1867
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1867
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1867
22 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1867
23 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1867
24 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1868
25 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1868
26 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1868



Box Folder Series Description Date
27 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1868
28 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1868
29 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1868
30 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1868
31 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1868
32 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1868
33 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1868
34 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1868
35 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1868

3 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1869
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1869
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1869
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1869
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1869
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1869
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1869
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1869
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1869
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1869
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1870
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1870
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1870
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1870
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1870
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1870
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1870
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1870
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1870
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1870
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1871
22 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1871
23 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1871
24 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1871
25 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1871
26 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1871
27 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1871
28 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1871
29 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1871
30 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1871
31 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1871
32 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1871

4 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1872
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1872



Box Folder Series Description Date
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1872
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1872
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1872
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1872
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1872
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1872
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1872
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1872
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1872
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1873
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1873
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1873
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1873
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1873
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1873
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1873
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1873
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1873
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1873
22 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1873

5 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1874
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1874
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1874
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1874
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1874
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1874
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1874
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1874
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1874
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1874
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1874
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1874
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1875
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1875
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1875
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1875
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1875
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1875
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1875
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1875
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1875
22 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1875
23 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1875



Box Folder Series Description Date
24 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1875
25 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1875

6 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1876
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1876
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1876
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1876
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1876
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1876
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1876
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1876
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1876
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1877
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1877
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1877
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1877
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1877
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1877
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1877
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1877
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1877
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1877
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1877
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1877

7 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1878
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1878
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1878
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1878
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1878
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1878
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1878
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1878
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1878
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1878
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1878
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1879
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1879
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1879
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1879
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1879
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1879
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1879
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1879
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1879



Box Folder Series Description Date
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1879
22 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1879
23 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1879
24 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1879

8 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1880
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1880
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1880
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March, May 1880

5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June, August,
September 1880

6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October -
December 1880

7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1881

8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January, February
1881

9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March, April 1881
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1881
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July, August 1881
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1881
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1881

14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November,
December 1881

9 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1882
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1882
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1882
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1882
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1882
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1882
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1882
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1882
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1882
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1882
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1882
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1882
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1882

10 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1883
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1883
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1883
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1883
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1883
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1883
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1883
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1883



Box Folder Series Description Date
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1883
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1883
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1883
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1883
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1883
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1884
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1884
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1884
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1884
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1884
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1884
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1884
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1884
22 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1884
23 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1884
24 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1884
25 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1884

11 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1885
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1885
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1885
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1885
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1885
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1885
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1885
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1885
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1885
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1885
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1885
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1885
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1886
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1886
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1886

12 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1886
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1886
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1886
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1886
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1886
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1886
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1886
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1886
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1886
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1886

13 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1887



Box Folder Series Description Date
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1887
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1887
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1887
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1887
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1887
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1887
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1887
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1887
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1887
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1887
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1887
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1887
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1888
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1888
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1888
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1888
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1888
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1888
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1888
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1888
22 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1888
23 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1888
24 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1888
25 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1888
26 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1888

14 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1889
2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1889
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1889
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1889
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1889
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1889
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1889
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1889
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1889
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1889
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1889
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1889
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1889
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1890
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1890
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1890
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1890
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1890



Box Folder Series Description Date
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1890
20 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June 1890
21 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1890
22 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1890
23 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1890
24 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1890
25 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1890
26 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1890

15 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January, February,
March 1891

2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April, May, June
1891

3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July 1891
4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August 1891
5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1891
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1891
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1891

8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January, February
1892

9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March, April 1892

10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May, July, August
1892

11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September, October
1892

12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November,
December 1892

13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1893

14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February, March,
April 1893

15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May, July, August
1893

16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September 1893

17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall
October,
November,

December 1893

16 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January, March,
April 1894

2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May, June 1894
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall July, August 1894

4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall September, October
1894

5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November 1894
6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall December 1894



Box Folder Series Description Date
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January 1895
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February 1895
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1895
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1895
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall May 1895
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall June, July 1895

13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August, September
1895

14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall October 1895

15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November,
December 1895

16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall February, March,
April 1896

17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August, September
1896

18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November,
December 1896

17 1 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall January, February
1897

2 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall March 1897
3 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall April 1897

4 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall August, September,
October 1897

5 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall November,
December 1897

6 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1898
7 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1900
8 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1901
9 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1902
10 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1903
11 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1904
12 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1905
13 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1906
14 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1907
15 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1908
16 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1909
17 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1910
18 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall 1911
19 Correspondence Smith, Hannah Whitall N.D.

20 Literary
Productions

Research Notes - Smith,
Hannah Whitall N.D.

21 Literary
Productions

Research Notes - Recollections
of John Jay Smith N.D.



Box Folder Series Description Date

18 1 Literary
Productions

Research Notes - Inventory of
Hannah Whitall Smith’s
(friend’s and family’s, as well)
correspondence created by
Dieter, most likely in reference
to Smith’s Collection at Indiana
University’s Lily Library.

N.D.
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