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ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
The Epistle to the Romans
EB 660 - Traina

Course Objectives
. CONTENT -~ the student should be able to:
a. Outline in detail the thought development of Romans 1:18-8:39, following the principles and
techniques set forth in Appendix C of METHODICAL PIBLE STUDY:
b. Identify and explain in his/her own words the major terms and themes of Romans 1-8,
including locating relevant references by chapter, without reference to the written text;
c. Identify, locate by chapter, and interpret in context the key statements of Romans 1-8 with~
out reference to the written text;
d. Discuss the theological implications of the materials of Romans 1-8;
e. Articulate the major divergent interpretations given to key areas in Romans 1-8;
f. State in succinct form the essential components of the Gospel of Jesus Christ;
g. Become acquainted with some of the major commentaries on Romans,
. METHODOLOGY -~ the student should be able to do the following:
a. Identify the major components of thought units and the relations between themusing the laws
discussed on pages 49-55 of MBS; (See pp. 36-37 of MBS for the definition of thought units.)

[av]

b. Raise the different kinds of interpretive questions discussed on pages 97-111 of MES based
on various ohservations made;
¢. Answer the interpretive questions raised, using the determinants discussed on pages 135-165

of MRS:

d. Synthesize the ideas found in individual thought units and in broader areas of a hook (see
pages 166-167 of MBS);

e. Master the use of detailed logical outlining, as set forth in Appendix C of MBS, for the study
of Romans and of comparable hiblical materials;

f. Evidence the ability to use other dapects of metihodology which are particularily relevant to
the study of logical literature; eaf sl f.-/

g. Construct lessons and talks, /sermoi/ﬂb'lsed on’p'is ages from Romans 1-8.

3. ATTITUDES -~ the student should:

a. Appreciate the great value of Romans for Christian understanding, experience and ministry;

b. Desire to pursue further study of Romans throughout his /her life;

¢. Intend to develop further those aspects of methodology which are especially important for
studying the logical type of biblical literature.

Requirements

1. Punctual attendance -- you will be asked to report your attendance at the close of the semester:
punctual attendance will be a factor in the evaluation of the course;

2. The preparation of the assigned lessons in writing;

3. An original, detailed, logical outline of Romans 1:18-8:39 at the dose of the course;

4. A final examination.

Texts
1. Revised Standard Version
2. Methodical Bible Study -- R. Traina
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General Suggestions for Doing Lessons

1. Define kev or ambiguous terms.

2. Pay especially close attention to connectives.

3. Trace the thought development of each unit.

4., Paraphrase whenever possible.

5. Be analytical in your approach.

6. Always look for relationships.

7. Attempt to discover the ideas implicit in the materials.
8. Study background of O.T. references used.

Lesson [ -~ Survey of Romans
Read the entire epistle rapidly at least once at one sitting. Include the following elements in
vour survey.
1, Specific Materials ~-- give brief titles to each chapter.
2. Structure -- indicate the major units and sub-units of the book, the main relationships between
the units, and the materials with which these relationships are used,.
3. Questions -- ask a few interpretive guestions about each major relationship and the materials with
~which each is used.
4. Strategic Areas -- |ist the strategic areas which provide insight into the book as a whole
and give the reasons why the areas selected are strategic.
5. Higher Critical lnformation -- locate information bearing on the identity of writer and recipients
and the occasion, date, and place of writing.
. Other Major Impressions -- list other important features in the book as a whole, including
literary characteristics not previously noted.

Lwr )

~esson Il ~- Romans 1:18-32
A. Survey -- read the unit as a whole rapidly. Include the following in your survey of the segment.

1. Paragraph Titles -- give a brief title to each paragraph.

2., Structure -- indicate the major groupings of paragraphs in the segment, the m ain relation-
ships operative in the segment, and the material with which each of these relationships is used.

3. Questions -~ ask interpretive questions about each of the major relationships.

4, Strategic Areas -~ locate the key verses in the segment.

B. Analysis

1. Dissect v. 18 by defining its most significant terms and by discovering its major components
and their interrelations. How is v. 18 linked to what follows ?

2. According to vs. 19-20, what is revealed through creation? How ? What are the conditions

necessary to render the recipient of such revelation inexcusable ?

3. Define the distinct steps in the decline described in vs. 21-23. How are these steps con-
nected to each other ? What progression, if any, do they represent?

4. Trace the thought of the three paragraphs of 1:24-32, looking for the following: recurring
elements, distinctive elements, and relations between the paragraphs. How do the practices
described here result frem idolatry? How do these verses illuminate the meaning of "God
gave them up'? Express in your own words the full and particular force of the "therefore”
of v. 24,

C. Synthesis

1. How do vs. 19-32 contribute to the interpretation of v. 18? What is the specific meaning
of the "for" at the beginning of the verse?

9. To whom do these verses refer? .Give reasons for your answer.

3. State the main theme of 1:18-32 in a proposition, and state in your own words the main
arguments used by Paul to support this proposition.

4. Summarize the teachings of these verses regarding natural revelation, gin, and the wrath
of God, and reflect on the implications of these teachings.



Lesson IIT -- Romans 2:1-29
A. Survey -- follow the survey techniques previously learned in observing this segment as
a whole
2, Analysis
1. Trace carefully the thought of 2:1-16 to identify the main principles of judgment
included there. tate each principle in your own words and indicate its relation
to its immediate context and to the other principles. What erroneous concept is
each principle meant to counteract? g
2., Who is being addressed in these verses? Vhat are Paul's main emphases, and why
does he make these emphases in light of those being addressed? State briefly the
main thrust of 2:1-1¢
3. What are the main poi s analysis of the Jews in 2:17-247 How are they
related to the enphases 2:1-107? VWhat is Paul's implied conclusion following
v. 24 and how does he arr i
L, State in your own words the main facts regarding circumcision emphasized
2:25-29. Why such e:ghases at this point in his reasoning? Summarize Pau
theology of circumecision and state briefly its implications.
C. SBynthesis
1., State Paul's main theme in 2:1-29 in a proposition, Indicate the mein reascns he
uses to support this theme.
2. What does this segment teach regerding revelation, sin, and judgment? How is 1ts

reasoning related to 1:18-32 and to the main thrust of the epistle?
Lesson IV —=- Romans 3:1-20 and Fartial Review of Romans 1:18-3:20
A, Romans 3:1-8

1. Survey -~ Read these verses several times, attempting to discover
and function at th taz
illuminate their
“‘s -—~ Using
by Paul and hi
ensuing objecti

Paul’s logic.

attempt to state the ob]
Trace the connection batwe

n. Having consulted several commentaries,

3. Synthesis -- Make a list of the major truths emphasized in 3:1-8. State in a
sentence or two the conclusion te which Psul arrives in these verses.

B. Romsns 3:9-20
1. Survey == Tr
what precede
2, An=alysis
a. Study the various parts of the 0ld Testament mosaic in 3:1 ~18 in their
original contexts. ZHow does such a study illuminate thelr meaning in
Romans 37 What are the majo
Paul include it here?
b. Whet is meant by "law" in 3:19-20? What main points does Paul make
it in these verses, what is his purpose in making such emphases at
stage in.his reaso

ce the structure of these verses, and note their relationship to

w o

(D

r units and emphases of the mosaic? Why does

C. Partial Review of Romans 3:20
tate the overall theme is unit and the main grounds on which it is based.
Begin a detailed outlins ul's logic in 1:18-3:20.

Lesson V -~ Romans 3:21-31

Do an original study of this passage, using the relevant principles and technigues ©
inductive Bible study. Synthesize your findings in terms of one of the following two
approaches:

1, Formulate an . which could be used in leading a Bible Study Group in under-
standing the meaning oz-t“esﬁ verses in their context; or

2, Prepare a sermon cutline based on the main theme of the passage. If you have time,

discuss some of the major ideas which emerge from a study of this passage.

o

ot
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Lesgon VI ~- Romans & :

An
B»

Survey -- Follow the steps previously outlined for surveying a segment,
Analysis

1. In light of what precedes, why does Paul raise the question in v, 1% Keeping in
mind the 0ld Testament background, what does Paul "prove" regarding iAbrakram in
is, 2-5 and how? Why is his concluszion so important? Keeping in zindé the Old

o =

Testament context, what points does Paul make regarding David in vs. -8 and why?
Compare Psul's description of the experience of Avraham aud David,
2. What false assumption is answered in vs, 9-12? How? Why? Compare thess
with 2:25-29 and 3:1-0C.
3. Who are the heirs of the promise cof Abraham, and why mus
in

e

by faith rather than law, 2ccording to vs. '3 1T7a? YVny
4, What different characteristics of Abraham's justifying fai
1Tb~22? In light of vs. 22-25, in what respect is the Jju:
Roman Chrl:Llans similar to that of Abraham? Keeping in mind the precaa
- =
discussion beginning with 1:36, try to asscertain why such a similarity is
= a J u
and what its full implications are.

C—"! mthesis

1. Summarize the theme of

chezpter 4 in a propositicn, *p*luazﬁr in the statement, its
relation to what precedes. PFPrepars a detailed outline showing how Paul supperis

this theme.

2. What is the significance of Paul's thesis in chapter b for Biblieczsl Theology,
especially in regard to the relation between the two covenants?
Lesgon VII ~- Romans 5
A, Burvey
b. Analysi

1, According to v. 1, h
gubject matter is i4¢;ca
2. Btate in your own wo

in vs. 1-5., How are 3
light of Faul's emphasis?

3. Trace careiull reasoning orf 4
vs. 9-107 Bia 10 in your ow:
reasoning in t rsa. Summari o
relation to wh cedes, Why a

b, feccording to o 1%, what iz P

=
Ll

023 N s
contrasts
! Why doss i

an snalogy (eccmparison)
£

o, Note that Paul moves from co 15-17 to
cerparisons are made in ST s? Wny
of "law" in these comparisons? Whay the movement

comparisens in vs. 12-217
Synthesis
1. What does Paul "prove" in 5:12-21 b
do your findings throw on the L
2., With what problem dces Paul deal in thi

dealing with this p”o lem? State the

and make a detailed logicel outline of

his theme.

T T’ o - <5 { 1
Zesson VIIT —- Romans © _
A. Survey
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What is the contrast between the law and what God has done according to 8:2-k,
and why does it exist? How do these verses relate to T:T7-25, and how is this
relation significent? What is meant by being "in the flesh" and "in the Spirit.”
Summarize the reasons given by Paul in these verses for the statement of verse 1.
2. What implied exhortations are found in 8:1-11, and what further suppert for the
exhortations is found here? Compare and contrast these exhortations im their
context to those of 6:11-14%., In what sense may 8:1-17 be considzred a continuation
of 6:1=T:67
3. What is the link between v, 18 and the precedin
in this verse in contrast to the pr i
your own words the four main reason
How does verse 28 fit into this co
as discussed here?

er, analyze,
0= 30 Shbut
he meaning of

=
w

o (b <
i)}
o

4, Wnet is the meaning and role of the guestion of 8:317 VWhat are the varicus distinct
ideas in 8:31-39, and what is common to them? Relate their theme to their context
in chapter 8,
C. Synthesis
<

Synth

1. State the main theme of chapter 8 and outline in detail

2. What is the place of chapter & in the thought of chapt
help to clarify previous statements in chaprters 1-T

sanctification, glorification, the believer's relatio
assurance?
3. What is Paul's teaching in ch. B regarding the Holy Spirit and his role in the
What is the relation between entive

entire senetificaticn of the bellever?
sanctification and glorification?

Lesson XI ~-- Romans 9-10
A, Survey
B, Analysis

1. What ideal(s) are stressed in tne introduct
2. 9:66 mey be ssid to contein Paul's thesis
what problem is it addressed in view of chep
thesis in 9:6b-137 (8tudy 0.T. background o
- & 1y

3, Paul's
i% the

i

especially Paul‘s treatment of the ¥ @_deuLnb of Pharosh's heart.
i, What is the gquestion of v. 19 an L

1% and how do vs. 15-18 give risze %o
answer the question in ws, 20-2 ificance of I
. What is Paul's dednction 1 3 does it gch out of
verses? Trace carefully o} 3 do the
chapter 10 support this dedue ) rest and mare the empl 1L
and in 9:6~29. How are they different and ye mentary?

Lesson XI[I == Romens 11 and Synthesis of Romans 9-11
A, Chapter 11 - Analysis

1. What is the swmary guestion of 1l:le

How does Paul answer the qu

“‘aWO? Relate to chapter

1

end what sre its bases in the previcus ver
how doss he support his answer in verses

ally <o 9:%a. How does Paul justify God,

i

2 hccorulng to verse
Explain the image
and Jews? How
matters?

3. Wnat is the "my
ment: "so all
this prophecy
to chapters 1-d.

4, What are the

Prua cite Tor

the rest of chapters G-11 and

of 11:33-36, and why are they made
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B. Analysis

:L‘

2l

L))

e

6.

State the question of 6:1 in your own words, including its logical relation to the
preceding verses,

Trace carefully the development of Paul's answer in verses 2-11. What are iits main
points? How is verse Seritical in its movement? Explain the following expressi
"died to sin," "paptized into Christ" and "into His desth," "united with Hiz,"

old self was crucified with Him," "that the sinful body mignt be dssiroyed," and
"consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus." Wnast is the

significance of Paul's interpretation of baptism in view of its role in the Acts?
Anslyze the exhortations in vs. 12-14, and state them in your own words. How eare

they related to each other and to vs. 2-117 What paradox is inherert in vs, 2-1%,
and how may it be resolved? Summarize Paul's answer Lo the guesticn of 6:1.

State the question of 6:15 in your own words, indicating its connection with the

preceding verses. Compare with the question of 6:1

o

o ima 7 o
ssnetification" (v, 22)7

Ll
What are the main aspects of Paul's snswer in 6:15-23? In what zense do vs. 17-22
constitute a unit? How does v. 23 fit into this unit? What is mesnt by "for
is

sanctification”™ (v, 19) =zad "th° raturn you get
Summarize Paul's answver to the gquestion of 6:1,

ie Paul's understanding of sanctification and cf
the main theme of the chapter in a precposition,
material , showing how Paul substantiates his thesis.

Lesson IX ~- Romans 7
Survey
E. Anslysis

Al

B.

i
< w

2.

=
-t

words. How does
Study Cs;CIUL]"
ritles and diffex

How do

otate the
preceding
to anzwer
gense are
im Uh‘ i1zd thes
Wiy is the gu
development

ve 12 Trom his 5.8 3
Wnat is the gusstion of 7:13 ﬂrd_qo* ﬂoe
=,

e
= H

egin to answer hi
e

How does Faul b 5 gu
relate to the preceding discussion? What
widers 31 7113 { 1h.25
the 5”‘ e Why th

What
EAicn eTﬂws ts recur, and what contrasts are used?
expressions,

How dces Fzaul answer the question of T:13, and why?

efine difiicult and importact

STy
of thease ral
Ch

. e Y LT e
ri : a

Q-pv'!"rﬂy

el

Anal

VSLS
f the twoiold connection between 8:1 and the preceding?
ough®t in 8:2-11, paying specia. ion B i
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Synthesis of Romans 9-11

1. State the theme of these chapters in a proposition and prepare a detailed outline
of Paul's reasoning showing how he supports this theme,

2. Study these chapters in the light of Romans 1-8 and of other Pauline literature 1o
determine their teaching regarding divine sovereignty, divine election, divine
mercy and wrath, salvation history, and eschatology. What is the bearing of
chapuera 9nll on the doctrine of justification by feith? What is the significance
of 8:28-30, if any, for understanding chapters §-117

3., VWhat problems ard objsctions are confronted by Paul here, and how?

Lesson XIII -- Survey of Romans 12-15 and 12-13

A.

B.

Survey of chapters 12-15 -- Read several times to determine their main structural
units and ideas. Compare and contrast to chapters 1-11 as to subject matter and
composition.

Analysis of chapters 12-13

1. Note, explain, and inter
exhortations the proper consequence ('"therefore") of the Gospel o
Relate to 0.T. sacrificisl system.

2. Paraphrase the specific exhortation in 12:3 and discuss the significance of 1%s
relation to 12:1-2. ZExplain how Paul's use of the image of the body in vs. 3-8
substantiates this exhiortation.

3. State in your cwn words the exhortations of 12:9-21. Pay special attention to
difficult statements, such as 12:20. Meditate on the mein ideas of these vers:
Relate Paul's exhortations to the following aspects of 12:1-2: DT“S“ﬁtdu# n of
body as a living sacrifice; transformed rather than conformed t ; ‘Lhc
good, acceptable, and perfect will of God. Also relate them to the discourse in
chapters 1-11 and to the teachings of Jesus.,

4. What exhortations are given in 13:1-7? Vhy were they necessary in the
What reasons are cited for these exnortations? How are they founded on
verces and chapters? What contemporary problems are suggested D

nd how would Paul confront such problems in the light of his

5. What is the significance of ?ﬂdl's call to love in 13:8-10, an
of love with the law? Compare with previous teaching regardi

6. How doces Paul use the eschatological emphasis as support for hls
13:11-147

relate the exhortations of 12:1-2, Wherein =re these
£ chapters

i
.

Lesson XIV -- Romans 1k:1-15:13 and Synthesis of Chapters 12-15

AQ

B.

-
Les

A,

14:3-15:13

1, Survey

2, Analysis and Synthesis -~ Discover and paraphrase tne
motivations employed by Paul to help his readers mee
recur in them, and how are they helpful in solving th
addressed? Compare and contrast to preceding materi
can the principles used by Paul guide us in relation ;

Synthesis of chs. 12-15 ~= In view of their context in chapts

contribute to an understanding of Paul's ethic and of his

son XV -- Romans 15:1L-33 and Romans 16

15:1%-33

1. Study 15:1L-29 from the standpoint of the various matters discussed: Paul's
1

opinion of the Romans, his purpose in writing, his past work and ZTuture
Relate to the book of the Acts. What is the role of Paul's apostleship 1ir
these matters? Whay are these matters discussed at this stage, in the 1i
chapters 12-15, chepters 9-11, and 1:1-177

2. What requests for prayer are made in 15:30-33, and why?

Chapter 16

1. What personal commendations and salutatiﬂns are contained in 16:1-16
Identify the individuals mentioned. What motivations does Faul
they relate to the preceding materials? What charscteristi
revealed here?
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2. What may verses 17-20 add regarding the purpose and nature of the Epistle? Compare
with previous statements,

3. What are the main emphases in the doxology of 16:26-27? Why are they here? How
are they illuminated by Epistie?

L, Is this chapter an sppendix to the Epistle? Give reasons for your answer,

5. List the main truths taught by this chapter.

Lesson XVI --= Synthesis of Romans as a Whole

1, Attempt to outline the reasoning of 1:18-8:39 in your own words znd in as gre
detall as possible without the use of your Bibles., Then check your outline a
the Seriptural text.

2. Copy the following wverses from the text, then give their meaning and fnll context
without the reference to your Bibles: 1: 16-17, 1l:24, 2:6-10, 2 11, 2:28-29, 3:9,
3:28, 3:31, Lk:22-25, 5:10, 5:20-21, 6:11, 6:23, T:k, T:25, 8 8: , 8:28, 9:18,
9:30~33; 10:16, 11:i2, 118k, 12512, 1h:23, 15:28.

3. Contrast the life des crlbed in 12:3-15:13 to that described in 1:
What facts in chapters 3:21-12:2 meke the differsnce?

4, Study the Epistle from the standpoint of the following topics: Sin, Law, God,
Christ, the Holy Spirit, Christian Ethices, Revelation, Use of V.;., Paul the
Apostle, Justification by Faith, Sanctification, Eschatology (including
glorification), Pauline sycnolocJ, Soverelgniy and Election, Christian Freedom
Union with Christ, Baptism, Salvation History, and Pauline Imagery.

+

£

-
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8~3:20.
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THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW REGARDING THE LESSONS AND THE GRADING OF THE COURSE

Il

IT,

IT,

1V,

IMPORTANCE OF DOING LESSONS--The preparation of the lessons is of great
importance for the course. There are many reasons for this fact, one of
which is that we are concerned about skills, which can be learned only

by doing., In this respect the course is like body building, which cannot
be achieved merely by listening to lectures or by watching demonstrations,.
It requires the active involvement of the individual., In a real sense

the lessons are like the exercises required for the development of the body.
Therefore, the conscientious and careful preparation of the lessons is
essential for the realization of course objectives,

PROCEDURE FOR DOING LESSONS--Lessons should be done primarily on the basis
of firsthand, independent study. This means that they should be done
privately and should not be discussed in advance with other members of the
class, and they should be done without reference to past class notes. In
addition, commentaries should be used, but only at the close of the study
process. One's own direct work with the text is of paramount importance
for realizing course objectives.

TIME SPENT IN DOING LESSONS--It will normally be necessary to spend about
2 - 2 1/2 hours in outside study for each hour of class work, If much
more time is being spent, you are encouraged to consult with the professor.

FORM OF LESSONS--You are urged to hand in the first draft of your lesson.
It may be handwritten or typewritten, and on paper of your own choosing.
Please be sure to place your name and the lesson number on each lesson, and
to staple the pages together,

PUNCTUALITY OF LESSONS--It is expected that papers will be completed by the
beginning of the class hour on the day on which they are due, and that

they will be handed in at the close of the class period unless otherwise
indicated.

Credit will be given only for punctual papers, unless an extension is
granted by the professor on the basis of an emergency. You have the

option of not handing in one paper without penalty, except for the survey of
a book as a whole. If this option is not exercised and all papers are
turned in, the lowest grade of the papers evaluated will be cancelled in
calculating the grade average.

There are several reasons for the emphasis on punctuality. First, there is
the desire to encourage self-discipline, which is so impeortant for ministry.
Pastors must learn how to 'prophesy on schedule," 1In many other aspects

of ministry it is important to practice the self-discipline of punctuality.
Second, there is the desire to be fair to the members of the entire class,
many of whom will be punctual in doing their lessons even though they must
work under adverse conditions and without the benefit of class discussiocn.
And third, there is the previously mentioned desire to foster independence,
which is required for developing necessary skills and which cannot be
achieved if work is done following the discussion of the lesson in class.




VI. CRITERIA FOR EXCELLENCE IN DOING LESSONS-~The following are standards by
which your work will be evaluated,

a. Inductive Accuracy--Conclusions should be warranted by the evidence on
which they are based,

b. Originality--The work should reflect a new and fresh approach to

biblical materials, demonstrated by the attempt to paraphrase the text
and the avoidance of cliches.

¢. Relative Thoroughness--The study suggestions shcould be handled as
adequately as possible within the time limits.

d, Depth--An attempt should be made to probe beneath the surface for the
more profound levels of biblical meanings.

e. Organization--The findings made should be recorded in a systematic
rather than in a haphazard manner,

f. Clarity--Ideas should be expressed as unambiguously as possible.
(See Course Study Suggestions for further guidance.)

VII. GRADING OF LESSONS AND OF COURSE

A. Number of Papers Graded--About half of the lessons will be evaluated for
the sake of determining a grade. These lessons will represent a cross-
section of the work of the course. The fact that other lessons are done
will be recorded. With the exception of the lesson which may be omitted
without penalty by announcement of the professor, lessons which are missing
“or not done on time without excuse will carry no credit and be calculated as
part of the average grade for the lessons,

B, Reporting of Grades--Only the final grade will normally be reported to
the class. Grades will not be placed on papers for two main reasons,
The first is that grades do not adequately communicate the strengths and
weaknesses of a lesson, since, as has been indicated, a number of factors
are taken into account in grading a paper, and a letter grade camnot
indicate which are involved. There are other and more reliable means
of determining the quality of work, such as comparison and contrast
with class work, The second reason is to avoid reinforcing motivation
based on grades., The expectation is that the student will do his/her
work "as unto the Lord," and explore all means for self-improvement
These means include consulting with the professor regarding any problems.
Once the student has done his/her best, grades merely follow as a matter
of course. Students who are doing below average work will be asked to
consult with the professor, If any student desires to know his/her
progress in the course, he is encouraged to make an appointment with the
professor,

C. Student Assistance in Grading--At times student assistants are used, In
such cases an announcement will be made in class. When used, student
assistants will grade about half of the papers which are evaluated. Student
assistants can be helpful because they are nearer to where the members
of the class are and are therefore able to provide significant help,
and also because their involvement provides greater variety of insight
and suggestions. '



D.

Basis for Grading Lessons and Course--In a course which has lessons and
a final examination or a substitute for the examination, such as an
outline, the average grade of the lessons will normally constitute
two—~thirds of the final grade, and the final examination one~third of
the final grade. Two factors are taken into account in grading: first,
the approximation of the standards and expectations of the professor;
and second, comparison with one's peers. Thus those in a given class
who most approximate the standards of the professor will receive a
maximal grade, and the others will be grouped on the basis of their
relative realization of those standards. Grades will not be determined
by the use of a curve,

Discussion of Grades~-The professor will be happy to discuss the grade

standing of any student during the course of the semester or the final
grade, should the student desire such a discussion.

Robert A, Traina



PARTIAL LOGICAL OUTLINE OF ROMANS 9:1ff.

I. (Introduction--9:1-5)

II. With these facts constantly in mind (9:1-5), let us turn to an examination of the
nature of the covenant, God's sovereign right to determine its nature, and Israel's
response to it; and in the process we will find that the fault for Israel's predic-
ament lies not in God's unfaithfulness or injustice, but in Israel's deliberate
refusal to heed the word of God spoken through his prophets and through the
preaching of Christ (9:6-10:21)

A. These conclusions are supported by a careful look at the word of the covt., which
indicates two things: first, that God never assured His blessings to all
physical, circumecized Israelites, and He cannot therefore be accused of unfaith-
fulness because many Israelites are excluded from his promised blessings; and
second, that His selection of certain Israelites and even certain Gentiles on
the ba51s of their faith is His just and sovereign right. (9: 6-29)

1. For though certain Israelites are excluded from God's promises, it is clear
that God's word has not failed, since from the very beginning of covt. history

God made certain distinctions and selections, thereby indicating clearly that

He did not guarantee His promises to all Israelites. (9:6-13)

a. These distinctions were of two types. (9:6b-=T)

(1) Nationally and generally, it is plain that not all physical descendants
of the people of Israel were considered as belonging to spiritual
Israel, who are the people of God. (9:6b)

(2) More specifically, it is also plain that not all children of Abraham
are heirs of the promises made to him just because they are his
physical descendants; for the covt. word indicates that only the
progeny of Isaac would be recognized as his seed, though Ishmael was
also a physical descendant of Abraham. (9:7)

b. The meaning of these distinctions, especially the latter, is that not all
of the physical children borne by purely human means, as was Ishmael, are
children and heirs of CGod; rather it is those who become members of God's
family through a faith-response to His promises, as was Isaac, who are the
spiritual seed and true heirs of Abraham. (9:8-13)

(1) The very wording of the promise relating to Isaac's birth supports my
reasoning; for it indicates that Isaac was in a real sense the child
of God, since it was God's promised return which made possible the
birth of a son to Sarah. (9:9)

(2) And lest it be argued that once Isaac is born as a child of God's
promise then all of his physical descendants are automatically heirs
of the promise, it should be noted that God clearly differentiated between
the twin sons of Isaac himself and of the same mother, Rebecca, thus
indicating a continuation of the distinction seen in the birth of
Isaac. (9:10-13)

(a) In fact, the election of Jacob over Esau was made and announced
before they were born, and therefore before they had done good
or bad deeds. (9:1la)
(b) The purpose of this announced election was not only to show that
a distinction would be made, but also to show that its basis would
not be self-induced works by which Jacob earned the fulfilment
of the promises, but by means of God's own gracious call and
election. (9:11b)
(¢) In order to achieve this purpose, Rebecca was told by God before
the birth of the twins that the elder who deserved the birthright
and the dominant position on physical grounds would be subject to
the younger, and that Jacob would be favored by God whereas Esau
would be repudiated. (9:12-13)
2. To those who would argue that such a divine selection between Isaac and
Ishmael and between Jacob and Esau imply that God is unjust, especially when
he holds the human beings responsible for their actions, I would respond that
such a sovereign election is not unjust, nor does it prov1de legitimate grounds
for blaming God for the Israelites' sin and for their rejection by God. (9:14-29)
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a. Such an election cannot be the basis for impugning the character of God if

the facts of a divinely-caused exodus and a divinely-inspired record of it

are accepted as authentic and laudworthy. (9:14-18)

(1) For this same principle of selection is seen in God's statement to Moses,
and it was only on account of such selection that God was able to cause
Moses to deliver the people of Israel from the bondage of Pharaoh., (9:15-16)
(a) This statement indicates that God Himself determines and has a right

to determine the conditions for expressing His mercy and compassion,
and who meets His conditions, namely, Moses and Israel. (9:15)

(b) The general implication of this fact is that God is not beholden
to man because man has earned God's deliverance; rather all depends
on God's mercy, which means He has a perfect right to select the
recipients of His gifts. (9:16)

(2) This just principle of election is also supported by God's words to
Pharaoh and is the necessary basis for the realization of His gracious
and redemptive purposes; for unless God was able to make a righteous
distinction between Moses and Pharaoh, He could not have delivered
Israel. (9:17)

(a) It is for this reason that the scriptural record says that God chose
to harden Pharaoh's heart when Pharach hardened his own heart and
refused to let the people go, rather than destroying Pharaoh, thus
for all intents and purposes raising him up. (9:17a)

(b) The purpose of God's actions toward Pharaoh is twofold, and both
aspects of this purpose are indispensable and praiseworthy, and
cannot be denied without negating God's right to act in accordance
with His being and will. (9:17b)

1' God's immediate purpose was revelatory, that is, to manifest
His power in and through Pharaoh, a purpose which was essential.
2" God's purpose in such a revelation and His ultimate purpose in
His actions toward Pharaoh was to cause His name to be proclaimed
and known throughout the whole earth, a purpose which is also
essential and just if God is to redeem those who respond in
faith to such knowledge. _

(3) It follows, then, from the cases of Moses and Pharaoh that God justly
and necessarily decides who meets His conditions and receives His
merciful gifts,and who fails to meet His conditions and is hardened. (9:18)

Though God sovereignly determines who receives His mercy and who is hardened,

as I have just indicated, and though God's will is irresistible, you are a

mere man and have no right to make the disrespectful and insolent charge

that therefore God has no legitimate basis for holding unbelieving

Israelites responsible, simply because His actions do not agree with your

preconceived ideas regarding His obligations to the physical descendants

of Abrsham. (9:19-29)

(1) This point of view is wvalid because of the relative roles of God as
Creator and of men as creatures. (9:20b-21)

(a) For God is like a potter and we are like clay; and we have no more
basis for disputing and criticizing the way in which God has
created us as responsible creatures who are graciously justified
by faith or who are judged when we refuse to believe than the clay
has for scornfully impugning the acts of the potter. (9:20b)

(b) In fact, just as the potter has a right to mske from the same lump
of clay one vessel for esthetic purposes and another for menial
purposes, so God as a right to determine that from a single humanity
it is those who freely respond in faith who will receive the honor
of His merciful blessings, whereas those who deliberately reject

. faith will receive the dishonor of His wrath., (9:21)

(2) My vindication of God is also wvalid because of the character and
purposes of God as Judge and Redeemer in His cotninuous dealings with
men. (9:22-29)

() There are certain redemptive and retributive principles involved
in God's activities which must be kept in mind and which must be
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related to each other if one is to understand why God acts
as He does and why He is Jjustified in His actions. (9:22-24)

1' (9:22)
2' (9:23-24)
a' (9:23)
b' (9:24)
(b) (9:25-29) Indicates only sub-points and verses included
1' (9:25-26)
2' (9:27-29)
a' (9:27-28)
b' (9:29)

B. Having supported my conviction that God's selection among Israelites and among
men generally on the basis of faith does not imply that He is unfaithful or unjust
or without grounds for holding man responsible, and that God has a right to judge
unbelievers in such a way as to reveal His mercy to believers, it follows that
the differential in the situation lies with the human factor; and this view is
clearly substantiated by the events of biblical history, especially those which
indicate the stubborn unbelief and rejection of God's righteousness by Israel.
(9:30-10:21)

(sub-points)

Robert A. Traina
11/1/77
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