Journal of the American Society for Church Growth

Volume 9 | Issue 1 Article 1

1-1-1998

Introduction Winter 1998

Gary L. Mcintosh
Biola University, gary.mcintosh@biola.edu

Follow this and additional works at: https://place.asburyseminary.edu/jascg

b Part of the Christianity Commons, Practical Theology Commons, and the Religious Thought, Theology

and Philosophy of Religion Commons

Recommended Citation
Mcintosh, G. L. (1998). Introduction Winter 1998. Journal of the American Society for Church Growth, 9(1),
1-2. Retrieved from https://place.asburyseminary.edu/jascg/vol9/iss1/1

This Introduction is brought to you for free and open access by ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative
exchange. It has been accepted for inclusion in Journal of the American Society for Church Growth by an
authorized editor of ePLACE: preserving, learning, and creative exchange.


https://place.asburyseminary.edu/jascg
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/jascg/vol9
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/jascg/vol9/iss1
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/jascg/vol9/iss1/1
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/jascg?utm_source=place.asburyseminary.edu%2Fjascg%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1181?utm_source=place.asburyseminary.edu%2Fjascg%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/1186?utm_source=place.asburyseminary.edu%2Fjascg%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=place.asburyseminary.edu%2Fjascg%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/544?utm_source=place.asburyseminary.edu%2Fjascg%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://place.asburyseminary.edu/jascg/vol9/iss1/1?utm_source=place.asburyseminary.edu%2Fjascg%2Fvol9%2Fiss1%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

Mcintosh: Introduction Winter 1998

Introduction

Gary L. McIntosh, Editor

Just shortly after the annual meeting of the American Society
for Church Growth held in Orlando, Florida last November, USA
Today published a major article noting that churches in other
countries are now sending missionaries to the United States.
While this is old news to most of us in the Church Growth
Movement, it was noteworthy that the article revealed where
most of these new missionaries are going—the inner cities.
Reaching cities for Christ is clearly a strategic target for advanc-
ing the Kingdom of God in the coming years

Two lectures from the 1997 annual meeting of the ASCG are
published in this issue. Dr. Jack Dennison’s article “City-
Reaching: The Dominant Church Paradigm of the Next Decade” clear-
ly presents the crucial need to reach cites for Christ in the 21st
Century. Dr. Eddie Gibbs follows with an “Introduction to Urban
Strategies.” Other lectures from the 1997 meetings will be pub-
lished later this year.

Building networks of partnerships for effective ministry in
the 21st Century is often discussed within the context of denom-
inations. Moving in a different direction, Dr. Paul Thyren focuses
our attention on independent churches and how they can build
relational networks in the years to come. His two articles “The
Biblical Basis for Relational Networking Among Autonomous Church-
es” and “Networking Theory and Its Application to Autonomous
Churches” present many insights and principles we can all use
wherever we serve.

Among the many barriers to church growth is an unforgiv-
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ing spirit in the congregation. Jerry Graham’s article on “For-
giveness: The Key To Spiritual Warfare” completes this issue of the
journal in fine fashion. His article is not a rehash of teaching on
forgiveness but rather a revealing look at how forgiveness and
spiritual warfare are related.

Articles for future issues of the Journal of the American Society
of Church Growth are always needed. All submitted articles
should reflect a slant toward some issue of interest to church
growth and those ministering with the Church Growth Move-
ment. See the Information for Writers at the end of this issue for
complete information.

—Editor
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