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[jive me 

one divine moment 

when God acts, 

and I say 

that moment is 

far superior 

to all the human 

efforts of man 

throughout the centuries. 
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PRESIDENT, ASBURY COLLEGE 

1968-1981, 1986-1991 
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One Cttore 
PREPARING FOR THE NEXT REVIVAL 

David]. Gyertson 
President, Asbury College 

1995 

/ vj I ankind consistently exhi-

L bits a deep-seated need to 

know God and experience His presence. 

Even the most skeptical wrestle with the 

undeniable presence of a God-shaped 

vacuum. It is almost as if the longing for 

God and a relationship with Him is a 

genetic mandate. 

For those who accept the Genesis 

account of creation, we understand that 

man is created for fellowship with and a 

relationship to the Divine. From the 

beginning, God's visits with Adam and 

Eve in the cool of the evening conveyed 

the essence of an intimate relationship. 
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God's presence continually surrounds His creation. He is 
always with us. The problem is our insensitivity to that pre-
sence. However, there are times in human history when God's 
presence is unusually evident. We traditionally use two terms, 
almost interchangeably, to describe these sovereign revelations 
of His presence-renewal and revival. 

Revival is the sovereign act of God's mercy and grace 
toward sinners that liberates from sin and opens the door to 
full fellowship with God through Jesus Christ. We were dead 
in our trespasses and sin, but through Christ we are revived 
and raised to new life in Him through faith in His death and 
resurrection. 

Renewal, on the other hand, represents the sovereign acts 
(note the plural) of God's mercy and grace toward believers 
confronting us with the need to live empowered lives for 
witness, service and holiness. During such times we feel com-
pelled to pray, as the Psalmist David did, "Search me, 0 God, 
and know my heart; try me, and know my thoughts; And see if 
there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way ever-
lasting." (Psalms 139:23-24 KJV). 

Revival confronts the sinner with the need for salvation 
and reminds the Church of our "Great Commission" mandate 
to take the revelation of God in Christ throughout the world. 

Renewal confronts the believer with the call to sanctifi-
cation, Le., with the need to be more fully set aside for holy 
purposes and service-reminding us of our "Great Command-
ment" responsibilities to live Spirit-filled lives marked by 
sacrificial love for God and our fellow man. 

Sincere seekers regularly make time to focus on these two 
major interventions of God. They are particularly important in a 
Christian educational institution. They put us in touch with the 
heart, mind and will of God who is the source of the know-
ledge and truth we pursue. Revival and renewal are His works. 
Our responsibility is to seek Him for them. We cannot make 
them happen but we can prepare for them so that, should God 
move, we are ready to fully participate and completely receive. 

The sixth chapter of Isaiah has been a major resource for 
me as I prepare my spirit to respond to a greater awareness of 
God's presence. This portion in Isaiah suggests to me that three 
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significant effects occur when God brings revival and renewal 
to His people. 

A GRANDER OF GOD'S NAlURE 

Sad desires to be known by His creation. These expres-
sions of God's acts to make Himself known are called reve-
lations. Revelation may occur through the study of creation ... 
"The heavens declare the glory of God and the firmament 
shows forth His handiwork." (Psalm 19: 1). It often occurs 
through meditation on His Word, the Bible ... "Your Word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to my path" (Ps. 119: 105). But 
revelation is most complete and comprehensible in the incar-
nation-God who came in human form as the Christ ... "In 
many and various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by 
the prophets, but in these last days He has spoken to us by 
His Son." (Hebrews 1: 1-2). 

Renewal and revival open our spiritual eyes and ears to 
more fully comprehend the nature of God in creation, in the 
Scriptures and in Jesus Christ. Our understanding of God's 
nature intensifies in three ways. First, His omnipotence is 
more evident Osaiah 6:1-4). We see God high and lifted up, 
clearly discovering that everything in heaven and earth is 
under His divine influence and control. In revival, worship 
and testimony, we realize that His throne is the most 
powerful in all of creation. His "train" (His influence) fills all 
of creation. His spoken truth shakes the foundations and 
doorposts of man's thoughts and imagination. When revival 
and renewal really come, they reveal the absolute power of 
God to all who participate. All worry, fear and doubt in His 
ability dissipate. Divine power is demonstrated and 
appropriated. 

Revival amplifies GodJs holiness. God is absolutely pure in 
both His methods and His motives. "Holy, holy is the Lord 
God of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory." Osaiah 
6:3), While His ways are not fully understood, when revival 
comes his "whys" (His motives and desires) are fully revealed. 
He is the One whose thoughts towards us are always and 
eternally those of deepest care and purest desire. In revival 

3 



we grasp a greater faith to really trust His plans and purposes 
for us. In revival and renewal we discover that God is not only 
able (omrupotent), we learn that He is also willing (holy). 

And the third, glorious revelation of God's character and 
nature that always comes with revival is that He is all for-
giving. To our amazement and relief we learn intimately that 
God is quick to forgive and reconcile. Genuine revival brings 
the revelation of God's willingness to forgive and forget. He 
does not have to be begged or badgered. His nature is to 
respond immediately to sincere repentance ... "Woe is me for I 
am completely exposed. n (Isaiah 6:5). His response is to 
cleanse us at the altar of sacrifice, casting our sin into the sea 
of His forgetfulness for all eternity never to be remembered 
against us again. 

In times of revival and renewal, however, Satan may harass 
the tender spirit with the remembrance of sin. But if past sins 
are under the blood of Christ through a conscious act of con-
fession and repentance, these are forgiven and forgotten. The 
fruit of genuine revival then is a greater revelation of God's 
nature as all powerful, all holy and all forgiving. 

A GREATER OF MAN'S NEED 

revival and renewal not only bring a grander revela-
tion of God's nature, they also produce a greater recognition 
of man's need. The power, holiness and forgiveness of God 
shed a perfect light on the dilemma of our separation from 
God. 

In Isaiah's divine encounter the issue of man's nature, in-
cluding his own, is faced and settled for eternity. He first 
discovers mankind's universal dilemma (Isaiah 6:5-7). While 
each of us seeks to know God we also fear the result of en-
countering God in His fullness. In psychology we call this an 
approach-avoidance conflict. We instinctively know that reve-
lation will be bi-directional, not only do we see God for who 
He really is, we see ourselves for who we really are-sinners 
incapable of redeeming ourselves. As a result the call to re-
vival and renewal is often received with mixed emotions. But 
we must become willing to see the whole truth about our-
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selves as well as the full truth about God. 
True revival also reveals mankind's universal desperation. 

Revival and renewal bring us face to face with both the full-
ness of God and the foulness of all mankind. The sin problem 
is not just mine alone but all humanity's. Through Adam's 
rebellion, the sin nature has permeated every member of the 
human race. There is nothing good within any of us for "All 
have sinned and fallen short of the glory of God." (Romans 
3:23). 

While sin distorts and defaces the image of the Creator in 
every one of us, each of us longs for restoration. The divine 
imprint within us calls for divine reconciliation. But we are 
unable to bring the reunion between God and ourselves to 
completion. History is full of the stories of desperate attempts 
to find God. In renewal and revival we finally discover that 
since we cannot find Him because of our limitations of ability 
and will, God is seeking us. He initiates the divine solution to 
our desperate situation. 

In revival we finally admit that "It is not through works of 
righteousness that we have done but according to His mercy 
He has saved us." (Ephesians 2:9). And in renewal we dis-
cover that our righteous works are really "filthy rags [i.e., 
dirty diapers] in God's sight." (Isaiah 64:6). 

Finally, in personal renewal Isaiah embraces God's solution 
to mankind's deliverance. When revival really comes, we 
begin to see each individual, as well as every cultural and 
ethnic group, within God's redemptive possibility and prerog-
ative. In revival and renewal we discover that all of humanity 
is not just universally depraved but universally deprived. Our 
attitude is transformed from rejection of self and others to the 
redemptive acceptance of any and all who will admit their sin 
and embrace Jesus Christ. 

No one has sinned too much to be beyond God's redemp-
tive reach. "For God is not willing that any should perish but 
that all should come to repentance." (2 Peter 3:9). "For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever would believe on Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life." Oohn 3: 16). 

The fruit we should test and taste in both revival and 
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renewal is a reawakening of the truth that God's salvation is 
free and full for AlL mankind not only including ourselves, 
but also our greatest enemies. 

A GRIPPING TO GOD'S CALL 

:In Isaiah's reviving/renewing experience, he not only had 
a grander revelation of God's character and a greater recog-
nition of man's need, he also experienced a gripping respon-
siveness to God's call. "Whom shall I send, and who will go 
for us?" Osaiah 6:8). This is the Old Testament's articulation of 
Jesus' "Great Commission" to become part of the family 
business by going into all the world and making disciples in 
Jesus' name. 

Real revival commands a commitment to the recovering of 
the lost. One of the humbling mysteries of revival is that God 
desires to include each of the redeemed in His most impor-
tant work-the restoration of the relationship between 
Himself and humanity. In renewal we realize that God has a 
place and plan for everyone in the greatest work of eternity-
the reaching of the lost. 

Genuine renewal demands a counting of the cost. In the 
intensity of emotion that comes from gratitude for all that 
God is doing for us, we, like Isaiah, may almost be too quick 
to respond with "Here am I, send me!" (Isaiah 6:8). But God 
mercifully sobers our emotion by asking us to first fully assess 
the price of committing to the Great Commission. 

Isaiah was challenged to aggressively share the message of 
God within a culture unresponsive and resistant to his mes-
sage. Not much has changed thousands of years later. The 
work of God's Kingdom demands courage, diSCipline, sacri-
fice and commitment. We run a life-long marathon and not 
just the IOO-yard dash. We will never retire from this work. 
Our venue may change as time passes and aging limits, but 
we will be continuously about this Great Commission work 
until He comes to take us home. 

During times of genuine revival and renewal, the 
commands and the demands of living the fully surrendered 
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life confront us. We face the challenge that "whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God." (I Corinthians 10:31). 

:Revival's CURRENf CALL 

c.:During February of 1970 God brought such a season of 
both revival and renewal to the campus of Asbury College. 
While this was not the first in the College's history, this re-
vival was, to date, the farthest reaching, touching the lives of 
thousands of people, spreading its reviving fire and Great 
Commission passion to dozens of campuses and many parts 
of our world. 

The signs of renewal are once again stirring on our campus, 
across the nation and around the world. A great, earth-shak-
ing, life-changing revival cannot be far behind. Renewal of 
God's people often precedes the outpouring of great revival. 
Already the harbingers of what could be the greatest ingather-
ing of souls in church history are at our doors. Will you join 
with us in asking God to do it again and again and again until 
the whole world has been touched in and through you and 
our Lord's church? 

Fulfilling the Great Commission in our lifetime is within our 
grasp. All we need is God's renewal and revival individually 
and corporately. As you read, please open your eyes and ears 
to a grander revelation of God's power, holiness and forgive-
ness. As you reflect, please open your lips to confess the 
desperate dilemma all mankind faces to be delivered from sin. 
As you close Ihese pages, open your heart and will to the 
glorious possibilities of a life of meaningful service for the 
King of Kings. 

Be forgiven, filled and expectant with the power of His in-
dwelling Holy Spirit for a present age revival. While the forms 
and manifestations of this next revival may well be different, 
its fruit and results will be the same. Even so, come reviving 
Spirit .. . and may He find us ready! 
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:foreword 
Billy Graham 

1970 

7he unusual revival which came to Asbury College early in 
1970 and spread to scores of campuses across America is evi-
dence that God is still at work in His world, lifting men and 
women out of self-centeredness, secularism and boredom. 

It came at a time when radical students were striving des-
perately to upset the educational equilibrium of our nation 
with the burning and destroying of property, rock throwing 
and other forms of violence. The Bible says, "where sin 
abounded, grace did much more abound," and His grace was 
displayed in a phenomenal wayan many campuses, even 
while other campuses were on the brink of chaos. 

With the Lord, it is usually in the worst of times that the 
best things happen. The Protestant Reformation, the Wesleyan 
Revival and the Great Awakening in America in the nineteenth 
century are examples. 

Perhaps the eruptions of revival which swept through a 
segment of our college youth in the early months of 1970 are 
harbingers of what the Holy Spirit is ready, able and willing to 
do throughout the world, if Christians will dare to pay the 
price. 

It is my prayer that what began at Asbury College and 
spread like a fire to other campuses will encourage believers 
everywhere to claim the promise: "If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and 
seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land." 01 Chronicles 7: 14 KJV). 
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Robert E. Coleman, Editor 
1970 

moments in history are not the same. Some loom 
large like Mount Everest, towering high above what surrounds 
them. For decades and centuries afterward, men point back to 
these moments as decisive in human destiny. Usually these 
are times when men take some new and bold action. But 
there are moments when God decisively acts to reveal Him-
self and His purposes. In such a time the moment not only 
teems with present significance, but also, can fill the future 
with new meaning and radiance. 

One of these divine moments came on February 3, 1970. 
The visitation occurred in Wilmore, Kentucky, a small town 
near Lexington. While many students across America were 
burning down buildings and rioting in the streets, students in 
this college community were strangely drawn to their knees 
to pray. It was as if the campus had been suddenly invaded 
by another Power. Classes were forgotten. Academic work 
came to a standstill. In a way awesome to behold, God had 
taken over the campus. Caught up in the wonder of it, a 
thousand students remained for days in the college auditor-
ium--not to demand more freedom or to protest the Estab-
lishment, but to confess their sin and to sing the praises of 
their Saviour. 

"This could be the start of something big," one veteran 
newscaster covering the phenomenon told his television 
audience. Then he asked his viewers to put down their news-
papers, stop whatever they were doing and watch the revival 
scene which he had fumed earlier in the day. He concluded, 
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"I've never seen anything like this. I still can't believe it." 
Indeed, it may be difficult to believe. In this age of un-

belief, Divine intervention in the affairs of our rebellious world 
does seem unlikely. But the reality of it has been confirmed 
by thousands of people whose lives felt the breath of God. 
Fires of faith were lighted that have since spread around the 
world and are still burning at this hour. 

This divine moment did not come about through human 
scheduling or preaching. Instead, it came as people opened 
themselves to the living God and received the forgiveness and 
cleansing which God alone can give. The change wrought in 
them was and is too great to keep secret. It must be shared. 
Thus one man's divine moment becomes the gateway through 
which others may come to know the same experience. 

Attention from the beginning of this movement has centered 
upon the quiet working of the Holy Spirit. To emphasize His 
dominance, wherever possible we have not used names of the 
human personalities involved. However, the role of unnamed 
individuals and their testimonies have been reported accu-
rately. For those who may be interested in further information, 
a selected list of published news items and feature stories 
about the revival may be found at the back of the book. 

Grateful acknowledgment is due to the many persons who 
have compiled the story. Their number adds perspective and 
variety to the account. Each in his own way gives authentic 
insight to a moment which uniquely belongs to God. The 
narrative throbs with wonder and excitement. It is fresh. It is 
for real. As few stories of our generation, it breathes the life 
of true revival. Reading these pages can be a joyful experience 
that will thrill the heart with hope. 
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Bod in Our JVtidst 
Howard A. Hanke 

1970 

rr uesday, the third of February, 
dawned like any other winter day 

in Wilmore, Kentucky. A cold wind 
whipped through the tall, barren trees on 
the campus of Asbury College. No one 
could have guessed that soon the little 
school would be caught up in a 
demonstration of divine love that would 
have repercussions to the ends of the 
earth. 

Casual chatter occupied the conver-
sation of students as they hurried to the 
10 A.M. chapel service. Walking up the 
steps of the stately Hughes Auditorium 
one could see chiseled on the cornerstone: 
FOLLOW PEACE WITH ALL MEN AND 
HOLINESS WITI-IOUT WHICH NO MAN 
SHALL SEE THE LORD. This Scripture 
verse expressed the aspirations of the 
college and gave insight into her heritage. 
But the admonition was scarcely in the 
thinking of the nearly 1,000 students as 
they rushed to get to their assigned seats 
before the bell. 
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The program that morning did not follow its customary 
worship pattern. The dean of the college, who was the sche-
duled speaker, did not feel impressed to preach. Instead, he 
felt led to have students participate in a testimony meeting. 
This practice was not strange to Asbury College where stu-
dents are encouraged to give voice to their inner faith. 

For some time a small group of students had been involved 
in a vigorous devotional discipline. Their schedule included 
getting up a half hour earlier than usual each morning for 
prayer and Bible study and to plan specific ministries during 
the day. Many of these people had entered into more mean-
ingful experiences with God, and their witness was having an 
effect upon others in the college. In addition, various groups-
large and small-had been meeting at different times to pray 
for spiritual awakening. All of this had contributed to an air of 
expectancy on the campus. A few students were even stating 
prophetically that a great outpouring of the Holy Spirit was 
imminent 

The dean opened the testimony service by sharing his own 
experience with God. He then invited others to do the same. 
Quickly, a number of students stood to speak in various areas 
of the sanctuary. Their testimonies were fervent and reflected 
deep heart-searching. Cliches were totally absent. Each person 
seemed intent upon sharing an up-to-date report on what 
God was doing in his or her life. 

One recalcitrant senior shocked the audience by confessing, 
"I'm not believing that I'm standing here telling you what God 
has done for me. I've wasted my time in college up to now. 
But Christ has met me, and I'm different. Last night the Holy 
Spirit flooded in and filled my life. Now, for the first time ever, 
I am excited about being a Christian! I wouldn't want to go 
back to the emptiness of yesterday for anything." Others fol-
lowed. Everyone sensed that something unusual was happen-
ing. God seemed very near. 

Sensing the mandate of the moment, one of the professors, 
near the close of the allotted chapel hour, slipped to the plat-
form and expressed that any student who wanted to pray 
should feel free to come to the altar. There was no pleading or 
cajoling-just the quiet reminder that the altar was open. 
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(Perhaps it should be explained that traditionally the altar 
is where man meets and communes with God. In the college 
auditorium, as in many churches, it is represented by a long 
kneeling bench located between the front pews and the plat-
form. The furnishing is a carry-over from the Old Testament 
altar on which a penitent presented his sacrifice to symbolize 
a complete dedication of his life to Jehovah. The Christian 
sees in it now the cross where Christ offered Himself as the 
perfect sacrifice for our sins. It is only natural, then, for the 
kneeling rail to become a sacred place of prayer.) 

No sooner had the invitation been extended than a mass 
of students moved forward. The congregation began singing 
"Just As I Am." There was not room for all who wanted to 
pray at the altar. Many had to kneel in the front seats of the 
auditorium. Their prayers were mingled with heartfelt con-
trition and outbursts of joy. It was evident that God was 
moving upon His people in power. The presence of the Lord 
was so real that all other interests seemed unimportant. The 
bell sounded for classes to begin, but it went unheeded. 

At the time of this first invitation to pray there were still a 
number of students standing, ready to testify. As scores of 
students flocked forward to pray, these young people made 
their way to the edge of the platform, hoping yet to be able 
to give their testimony. After a short wait one girl strode to-
ward the podium and asked the professor in charge if she 
could please say something. He stepped aside. As she 
fmished, a second student stepped forward. 

Those who had come to the altar-after a time of prayer-
rose, joining those on the platform and with tears made con-
fessions. These acknowledgments ranged from cheating and 
theft to having animosity, prejudice and jealousy_ Some made 
their way to individuals in the congregation to ask forgiveness 
and to make restitution. Old enmities were melted with the 
fervent love of God. Frequently, these encounters of recon-
ciliation resulted in experiences of joy and gladness. Some 
shook hands while others embraced. Often having obtained a 
new relationship with God, students would raise their fmgers 
in the peace symbol-a V for victory sign. 

A long line of students began to form as they waited their 
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tums to tell what God had done in their hearts. Students in 
all classes, from freshmen to seniors, poured out their souls, 
asking forgiveness and exhorting others to heed the call of 
God. As the confessions were made, other students streamed 
to the front, filling the altar and front seats. 

This intense divine manifestation continued into the noon 
hour. One faculty member reported that he went to the dining 
hall for a scheduled divisional meeting. When he found only a 
few diners in the place ordinarily filled, he came back to the 
chapel, where people were more concerned with the divine 
bread of heaven than food for the body. 

Occasionally, students and faculty with special vocal talents 
were led by the Spirit to come to the microphone to sing their 
testimonies. Other times someone in the congregation would 
lift a familiar hymn which would soon be caught up by all. 
When the tide was running high, the singing congregation 
often would witness to their faith by raising their arms heaven-
ward. One of the most beautiful of the musical moments was 
when members of the Women's Glee Club stood in their 
places around the auditoriu m and sang with fervor "When I 
Survey the Wondrous Cross." 

The service continued on into the afternoon as an 
announcement was made that classes were suspended for 
the rest of the day. A sweet, gentle current of the Holy Spirit 
circulated within the congregation giving a feeling of warmth 
around the heart. Students continued to testify and pray with 
no abatement of earnestness. Toward the supper hour some 
began to leave, but the building began to fill again as the 
marathon service entered into the evening. At times nearly 
every seat in the 1, 550-seat auditorium was occupied. Some 
people were standing around the walls. Others were looking 
on from the doorways, sometimes virtually blocking the exits. 

In the sanctuary there was continual movement to and from 
the altar. At times the whole front of the auditorium was 
crowded with people on their knees-some praying, some 
giving counsel, some just rejoicing in the Lord. All the while 
on the platform, there was the unceasing stream of people 
publicly declaring the wonderful works of God. 
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The classrooms in the basement served as meeting places 
for special prayer groups or afforded a quiet Bethel for some-
one to meditate upon heavenly things. It was common to see 
students seated or kneeling together-two by two with an 
open Bible--and praying or discussing the things of God. Not 
infrequently, all the rooms were filled, and persons were seen 
praying in the lower assembly hall. They knelt on the floor by 
chairs and benches as if they were there alone. No one 
seemed to be bothered when people passed by. The spirit of 
unity was so real that everyone felt a common interest in and 
sympathy for the spiritual needs of others. 

During the first day some of the 450 seminary students were 
deeply moved by the divine visitation on Asbury College and 
began to yearn for rhe same spiritual renewal on their campus 
across the street. An all-night prayer meeting was quickly 
called. This vigil intensified the burden for revival that some 
had felt for many months. 

The next morning at the regular seminary chapel service, it 
happened. This program, too, was unusual in that no formal 
preaching was planned. Rather, the time was scheduled as a 
hymn-sing. When one student stood up to relate how the 
revival had affected his life, many under the power of the 
Spirit began to move to the altar. There followed the now 
familiar pattern of hearts melting in the refining fire of God's 
presence. 

Some of the students and faculty came to the pulpit and 
openly acknowledged faults and spiritual needs. Resentments, 
hidden jealousies, lustful desires, worldly attitudes of all kinds 
were brought out into the open. A sin often confessed related 
to the indifferent way the holy things of God had been treated. 
As one graduate student expressed it, "I've become nonchalant 
about this whole business of being a Christian and of wit-
nessing to others." Asking for the prayers of his associates, he 
fell at the altar to seek forgiveness and to make a new and 
deeper surrender of his life. 

The service continued on into the afternoon. Some classes 
tried to meet, but many students remained in the chapel where 
the divine presence was still so much in evidence. By the next 
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day all classes were officially cancelled for the rest of the 
week. 

The tone of the seminary revival was generally more sub-
dued than at the college but no less genuine. Testimonies of 
the students were touched with a tenderness and a love 
which could only come from men and women who had been 
with Christ 

Most of the men in the seminary were married, and it was 
inspiring to note how many of them brought their wives into 
the services. It was a common sight to see couples holding 
hands and walking down the aisle to kneel at the altar to-
gether. After renewing their love for God, they would rise 
with tear-dimmed eyes and embrace, experiencing a renewal 
of their love for each other. 

Over the weekend, the seminary phase of the revival 
merged with the college where the main activities continued 
around the dock without any let-up. High peaks in atten-
dance would come in the evening hours when the main 
sanctuary was crowded. Even at 2:30 A.M., there might still be 
300 people in the chapel at prayer. Their numbers would 
dwindle to less than a hundred before sunrise. Then after 
breakfast the building would begin to fill again. 

Day after day, the campus community was absorbed in 
only one thing: getting right with God and seeking His will. 
Divine prerogatives transcended all other considerations. 
Being present at the services seemed to be the most impor-
tant thing at the moment. Radio, lV, parties, ball games and 
other activities did not hold any appeal. One person was 
heard to say, "I have gone on a complete radio and lV fast." 
Time did not seem to matter. Many students were so en-
grossed in the Spirit that they stayed in the chapel a better 
part of the whole week. 

During the services people were free to do their own thing 
as the Spirit led. A few faculty members were always on hand 
to help direct witnesses to the microphone and to make an-
nouncements, but they did not try to manipulate the services 
according to any prescribed schedule. The amazing thing is 
that in the face of such liberty there was no disorder. A few 
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times something might have been said in a testimony that was 
out of place, but invariably when this happened, the Holy 
Spirit quickly got the situation under control. 

Occasionally, the pattern of witnessing was interrupted by 
special seasons of prayer in response to the many requests 
coming in. Telegrams, letters and phone calls contained 
urgent appeals for prayer from all over the United States and 
Canada. Reports of the revival outreach in other communities 
also were shared from time to time. When the news of some 
new victol)' was heard, people would break forth into shouts 
of praise while the congregation would pick up the strains of 
the organ and with uplifted hands would join in singing "To 
God be the Glol)'." 

Hundreds of visitors were attracted to the campus through 
news reports of the revival. Some came from as far away as 
California, Florida and Canada. Many of these strangers were 
greatly stirred by the Holy Spirit and came to the platform to 
testify of their own renewal. One person said he heard about 
the revival over his car radio, and his curiosity led him to 
drive by the campus. He was so stricken by the power of 
God that he had found a wonderful Christian experience at 
the altar. A couple intended to stop for a short visit and 
stayed a week. Another car full of people were on their way 
to spend a vacation in West Virginia with relatives, but they 
were so overcome with the revival spirit that they spent all 
their vacation at Asbury. 

Many townspeople joined in the revival, especially the 
teenagers. Some youth who previously had little interest in 
religion were converted and began to talk to their friends 
about Christ. One of these witnessing youth was awakened 
from a deep sleep at 3 A.M. one morning. Towering over him 
was a bearded, shaggy-haired hippy friend who said, "I'm 
ready to go to the altar." The two boys went to Hughes 
Auditorium to pray, and before long, the friend was testifying 
to the saving grace of Jesus. 

On Sunday, several of the local churches dismissed their 
regular services to encourage everyone to go to the revival. 
There was standing room only as more than 1,600 persons 
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jammed into the building. One of the most moving hours of 
the week came that morning when one of the local pastors 
took his place at the pulpit and poured out his agonized soul 
and confessed his shortcomings. He was followed by his wife 
who confessed at length her unhappy state of mind about 
being a pastor's wife in Wilmore. Both testified to a renewal 
of grace and an infilling of divine love. The pastor called 
several people by name and made his peace with them. 
Following this demonstration, the president of Asbury College 
suggested that there should be more than one hundred adults 
among the faculty, staff and town community who should 
come to the altar and make things right with God and man. 
Immediately, a mass of people moved forward, filling the 
front section of the auditorium and front aisles. Many prayed 
and wept with deep emotion and afterward came to the plat-
form to make apologies to those whom they had wronged 
and against whom they had resentment. The spiritual and 
social healing which occurred on that Sunday morning has 
solved more problems than any other event in the town for 
many years. 

The spontaneous revival continued into the chapel period 
on Tuesday, February 10. Many were still in line to give their 
witness. Some had appeared before the congregation several 
times, giving progress reports on their own spiritual develop-
ment or reporting on how God had worked through their 
witness. 

The administration decided to resume classes at the end of 
the period. However, the auditorium was kept open for 
prayer, and an agreement was made to have a nightly 
meeting. Students continued to come and go throughout the 
day and into the night. Shortly before 3 A.M. on Wednesday 
morning, the last student left the sanctuary. For 185 hours--
without any interruption-the services had continued! During 
all this time there was no pressure, no scheduled meetings, 
no paid advertising, no offering, no invocation, no prelude or 
postlude, and no benediction. 

And no one tried to compile any statistics. It was felt that 
this would be out of keeping with the spirit of the revival. But 
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most of the students on the campus of the college and semi-
nary knelt at the altar, and there were thousands of other 
persons who made a similar dedication. The whole spiritual 
tone of the campus was completely changed. 

The lights in Hughes Auditorium still have not been turned 
out. Even now, months later, a few people gather each even-
ing to pray, witness and rejoice together. Often these meetings 
last into the midnight hours, with visitors frequently being 
helped on to God. Also during most hours of the day some-
one may still be seen entering the chapel. They kneel to pray 
for a few minutes, then leave. Others just sit and stare at the 
altar so rife with precious memories. If one looks closely, tears 
may be seen coursing down their cheeks. 

Perhaps those tears express more eloquently than words 
what has happened. There is no human vocabulary that can 
capture the full dimension of one divine moment. In some 
ways, it seems almost like a dream; yet it happened. We saw it 
with our eyes. In a way impossible to describe, God was in 
our midst. Those of us who were there can never look upon 
the things of this world quite the same. 
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" '[he morning sIors sang 1ogeI1er, 
am! all the sons of Sod shouled for joy." 

-JOB 38:7 RSV 
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Sit 8bulent's fJJuuy 
of :Revival 

Jeff Blake 
1970 

od came during those days. 
The God of the universe made His 

way to a remote spot on earth and I, one of 
His three billion children on this planet, 
found myself in the midst of one of His 
great divine moments in this century. 

My natural desire was to be a part of 
this transaction. My second desire was to 
capture the moment witb written word of 
description and reflection. Out of a 
burning beart came the words that follow. 

'Por we cannot but speak tbe things 
which we have seen and heard. II [Acts 
4:20 KJVi. 

FEBRUARY 3, 1970 • I sit in the middle 
of a contemporary pentecost. A few mo-
ments ago there came a spontaneous 
movement of the Holy Spirit I have never 
witnessed such a mighty outpouring of 
God upon His people. The scene is un-
believable. The altar has been flooding 
with needy souls time and time again. 
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Witness is abundant. Release. Freedom. There are tears. 
Repentance. Joy unspeakable. Embracing. Spontaneous 
applause when a soul celebrates. A thousand hearts lifted 
in songs of praise and adoration to a Mighty God. 

Forgiveness. Expressions of hidden guilt and resentments. 
God is convicting His children. No sheer emotion. No psy-
chology to get people to the altar. Singing. Shouting. The 
song, "How Great Thou Art." 

• 
Two close friends are making their way to the altar. Fill 

their cups, Lord. Give them victory. 
• 

12:30p.M. Two and one-half hours have passed. A joyous 
religion. Hands in the air. Pointed toward God. He never fails. 
A brother and a sister at the altar. Friends, couples, room-
mates at the altar. 

• 
Three hours have passed. "Turn Your Eyes Upon Jesus." 

MyoId roommate has found the Victory. He is urging other 
friends to rid themselves of the old trash and garbage that 
claim their lives. He says, "Shovel out the trash." 

• 
Basketball players with their coach at the altar. 

• 
A girl is singing "Broken Pieces." A song with these words, 

"He is my reason for living." 
Black people, white people, God's people. 
Prayer request for a mother who left God two years ago. 
The Peace sign expressed. A Spanish girl singing, "He 

Touched Me." Surely, the Heavenly Father has touched His 
children in a rare and marvelous manner this day. Father, 
continue to touch me and show me your Way. 

Hands in the air. A boy from California who says, "Praise 
God, I've kicked the habit." Applause. Somehow I believe 
that God approves of this form of expressed joy. 

A boy from Africa is speaking. His accent is difficult to 
discern. He is saying, "A day. What a day this has been!" He 
concluded his words with an arm outstretched and the words, 
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"Brother, Hail." We are brothers-called to live in one family 
under God. 

Five hours have passed. 2: SS P.M. Again, the song, "How 
Great Thou Art." We're singing "My Saviour's Love" and "Pass 
Me Not" with the words, "Whom have I on earth beside Thee? 
Whom in Heaven but Thee?" 

Souls still seeking at the altar. 
A girl is witnessing to the truth that God has touched her 

eyes, and now she sees people as they really are. The story in 
the Gospel according to Mark comes to mind. We sometimes 
need the second touch of Christ if we are to truly relate to our 
brothers. Needs are so great. God, touch our eyes. Touch our 
eyes. 

My roommate has not moved in five hours from his seat. 
One is witnessing who has found a real purpose in life. 
I have a marvelous sight in view. I have seen the hearts of 

Asburians opened today. Laid bare. A new sense of honesty 
and integrity. This truth is refreshing. 

• 
A foreign student longs to go back to her island home in 

the Pacific and tell her people of our Lord. To her American 
friends she is saying, "Your people are my people." 

• 
"Go home to your friends, and tell them how much the 

Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." 
(Mark 5: 19 RSV). 

• 
A brilliant student is witnessing to the sweetness of his 

relationship with Christ. He is saying, "Christ is no longer an 
option. He is a necessity." 

Six hours have passed. 
A man from Detroit, Michigan, just drove into Wilmore. He 

has now come to the platform to sing. He speaks of wasted 
years. My soul grieves for those who are wastefully spending 
their lives without our Lord. I think of names. Oh, God, send 
your Spirit into these hearts. The man is singing, we are at 
worship, and God must be very thrilled with the movement in 
this place. 
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What a sweet Spirit there is here, and I know it's the Lord's. 
• 

A poem from a student about the love of God. People still 
at the altar. 

• 
While the youth of our world demonstrate, let us 

demonstrate for Christ. 
"Just A Closer Walk With Thee." 
Seven hours have passed. Eight hours. Weeping, sobbing, 

intense prayer. 
Seeking God. "Seek the Lord while he may be found, call 

upon him while he is near," (Isaiah 55:6 RSV). 

• 
A seminary student yearns for God to move in the 

Seminary. There is a quiet, yet beautiful, Spirit here right now. 
Unusually sweet Spirit. 

Some man is sobbing intensely. 
A boy is singing "It Took A Miracle." 
The altar is filled with seekers. People are kneeling in front 

seats. 
A friend just turned to me and said, "This is something I 

will always treasure." Surely we will always treasure these mo-
ments. Nine hours have passed. 

Nine seekers at the altar at this moment. 
The song "Without Him." Victory for one of the seekers. 

• 
How quietly and reverently the Spirit is working. 

• 
The congregation is singing "Without Him." 
A local high school student is speaking. He was praying at 

the altar for his mother, brother and sister. When he arose 
from prayer, some of his family were at the altar. 

"Wait upon the Lord. n Life is not life without Him. 
One girl has been at the altar for nearly an hour. She 

doesn't seem to be able to find release. Help her, Lord. 
A graduate of Asbury College prayed, "Forgive me. Forgive 

me. n Conversion followed. 
Now twelve hours have passed since it all began. 
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Ten souls at the altar. 
Love is immature if one loves another person just to get 

something in return. 
"It's real; it's real. I know it's real." 
Fourteen souls at the altar. God is great. 

• 
A poem: "I love Jesus, and He loves me. I am proud of it, 

and so is He." 
• 

The song "Jesus, Use Me." 
Intense prayers now that God would open the doors of 

Brazil to a couple who are called there to the mission field. 
Seventeen souls at the altar. A growing congregation. A trio 

is singing "When Jesus Comes." Glorious news-HE HAS 
COME! 

We have simply ignored God. Herein lies one of the real 
tragedies of life. We have simply ignored Him. Set us free. 
Oh, God, until we will, one Will. 

• 
These are the very precious and quiet moments of the 

Spirit. Twenty-nine people at the altar. 
• 

Thirteen hours have passed. 11:10p.M. "What A Friend We 
Have In Jesus." Thirty-nine at the altar. 

• 
Prayers are being lifted for churches that are in desperate 

need of revival. 
A lovely saxophone is playing "Take My Hand Precious 

Lord." Now the congregation joins in the singing. Weeping 
among several people. 

"My Jesus, I Love Thee." Many memories in that song. How 
God has blessed! 

Fourteen hours have passed. Midnight. A new day is about 
to dawn. 

A report of a nurse who was saved in a Lexington hospital 
tonight. There is great rejoicing in this place. 

The music alone plays "Grace That Is Greater Than All Our 
Sin. " 
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At midnight, the Heart of God must look on Hughes 
Auditorium with great joy. 

• 
The Psalmist said, "I commune with my heart in the night; 

I meditate and search my spirit." (Psalm 77:6 RSV). 

FEBRUARY 4, 1970 • My roommate is on the platform to 
witness. His words, "I knew if I did not stand to witness it 
would be as if I shook my fist in the face of God. I just want 
to say, 'Praise the Lord. ,,, 

• 
Thirty-four souls at the altar. 
Three hundred to four hundred people present as this new 

day dawns. 
Romans 8:38-39. An unusual manifestation of joy right 

now. Victory. 
The president of the senior class has been filled with the 

Spirit. 
12:50 A.M. I'm thinking of Paul in prison at midnight. 
Fifteen or sixteen hours have passed. I've lost count. 
How beautiful is the congregational singing of "Blessed 

Assurance." Jesus is indeed our very own this night. 
One is saying, "The impossible is possible." 

• 
(With these words, I left Hughes for the night and returned 

to the dorm. My roommate and I had a wonderful season of 
prayer beside our bed. I remember his words as he con-
cluded his prayer. His words seemed descriptive of the day 
that had just ended. He said to God, "Thank you so very 
much that this day has come." The day, the long unforget-
table day, had ended. A new life had begun.) 

• 
One day and two hours have passed. Slightly after noon 

on this Wednesday, February 4. Bright skies. Bitterly cold day 
in the snow, however. 

Three souls bowed low in prayer at the altar. 
A teacher at the college is witnessing. Seven people 

waiting to witness. 
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Many souls have been here through the night. 
Word comes that the revival has spread to the seminary. 
A very wayward boy has just made his way to the altar. 

There is rejoicing. I tell you it is a real thrill to see someone 
make such a move for his God. How the Heavens must be 
rejoicing this glad day. 

Fourteen at the altar. Now, eighteen. 
Exactly twenty-six hours have passed. The altar has just 

been flooded with souls. 
Thirty or forty at the altar. Hallelujah! 

• 
I remember this morning at three o'clock. My roommate 

and I had already gone to bed, and we could hear singing in 
Hughes. A glorious sound. Heavenly music . 

• 
Deep repentance. 1: 15 P.M. Twenty-three at the altar. A 

minister from Georgia is telling of his filling by the Holy Spirit. 
• 

"My heart is steadfast, 0 God; my heart is steadfast!" (Psalm 
108:1 RSV). 

• 
Unusual spirit of holiness at this moment. Many souls at the 

altar. Sobbing. 
• 

A soldier who returned recently from Vietnam is speaking. 
He witnesses to the cleansing of God in his sinful life. 

A senior from the seminary is speaking. He found release 
last night in the service. 

There is a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place. 
Twenty-eight hours have passed. 
God is so present that one cannot get around Him. 
Prayers for a boy who is losing his sight. 
Forty-one people at the altar. Four hundred to five hundred 

people here in Hughes. 
A witness says, "Me and Jesus all the way." There is always 

a bigger blessing waiting. 
• 

Galatians 5. "Amazing Grace." "When we've been there ten 
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thousand years, we've no less days to sing God's praise than 
when we'd first begun." 

"To God Be The Glory." Prayers for Christian schools. 
Prayers for a family who has lost a loved one. Five o'clock and 
eighteen at the altar. Six o'clock and twenty-one at the altar . 

• 
Prayers for a lost brother. The witness of two girls who 

went out into the community of Wilmore to witness and 
brought back news of victory. 

Nearing eight o'clock on this Wednesday. "Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness." Over one thousand people are present. The altar 
is overflowing. 

A layman with IBM is witnessing. He is now singing "For 
He is So Precious to Me." Over a thousand souls are here. The 
altars are filled. Rejoicing. Hands in the air. Thirty-five hours 
have passed. 

How strange it seems to sit in the middle of so glorious a 
sight 

• 
Human pride is a huge stumbling block. 
A great crowd at the altar. 

FEBRUARY 5,1970 • (A fresh snow fell on the earth on 
this particular day in Wilmore. Even as God was making all 
things new in His creation, He was moving actively in the lives 
of people in Hughes Auditorium, in dorm rooms, aU over the 
Asbury campus.) 

9:50 A.M. Forty-eight hours have passed. Almost 1,500 people 
here in Hughes. 

The altar is filled. Several people are waiting to give their 
witnesses. Some are witnessing to the clear, beautiful exper-
ience of God in lives. A loving God who picks people up out 
of the low places in life. A marvelous sight. Supernatural. This 
is the way God planned it. 

A description of a Christian in Japan who was "The 
presence of Christ." What a lovely word to be said of one who 
bears the name "Christian." 

There is the keeping power of the blood of Christ which 
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saves. 
Emotional excitement is not the answer. We must confess 

our sins. 
A witness says, "It works. Thank God, it works." 
One is preparing to witness who has been much in need. I 

am told that in the early hours of this day-just before 
dawn--God made the great contact with him. Now, he is one 
with his Lord. Prayer does work. Prayer changes people. 

An amazing sight. Forty-eight hours have passed, and the 
altar is still being flooded with weary souls. Simply amazing . 

• 
I John 5:14-15. I John 4:14-17. The marvelous experience 

of perfect love. 
A word of challenge to the preachers from Dean Reynolds: 

"Guard your call to preach with holy jealousy." Ephesians 
3: 16-21. Sixty hours have passed. Incredible. 

We've just sung "All Hail The Power of Jesus Name." It 
seems as if we are at the feet of our Lord. There is a spirit of 
broken selfhood. 

The Old Ship of Zion is sailing along. Heaven must be in a 
grand jubilee. 

We've just sung "Amazing Grace." "Ten thousand years ... " 
Such rejoicing. Such rejoicing. Brotherly love abounds . 

• 
After midnight. Running to the altar. "Blessed Assurance. " 

Electrifying moments. A grand jubilee. We are in the presence 
of God. Awe. Wonder. Love. An unspeakable sense of His 
nearness. 

FEBRUARY 6,1970 • Revival has its high moments. Moments 
of exaltation. And it has its quiet moments when the Holy 
Spirit hovers over people. On this Friday morning there is a 
very precious spirit here in Hughes. It is quiet. God is 
working very beautifully in hearts this morning. There is no 
fear, no anxiety. The Spirit is working very quietly. 

10:05A.M. Seventy-two hours have passed. "The morning 
stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy." 
(Job 38:7 RSV). 

31 



• 
We are highly favored. One in these days is humbled by 

the opportunity to be present when God chose to work. We 
are unworthy of so great an outpouring of His Spirit. 

• 
7: 10 P.M. Twenty-one people at the altar. Quiet. The 

descending Spirit of God here tonight. 
• 

Some are witnessing to the truth that they wanted much 
more in their Christian lives than what they were 
experiencing. 

• 
Revival has spread to other Christian campuses. This 

revival is taking a national form. Oh, for revival on secular 
campuses! 

Prayers for a youth rally in Norfolk, Virginia. 
The auditorium is filling fast. Many at the altar. 
Romans 10:9-10. Word comes of the urgent need of revival 

on other Christian college campuses. Prayers for a secular 
campus in Louisiana. Eighty-four hours have passed. 

• 
"Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all that is within me, bless 

his holy name!" (Psalm 103: 1 RSV). 

• 
Teachers are witnessing of their faith in God. 

• 
One reporter asked the president on the telephone how 

this revival began. He responded, "It is just as though Jesus 
walked in, and He has been here ever since. " 

• 
A witness says, "For every prayer He answered, He gave 

me two more burdens. You should see my prayer list now." 
10:30 P.M. "And Can It Be." Forty-two souls at the altar. I 

have just seen a couple arise from the altar after three and 
one-half hours of prayer. They are victorious. 

• 
The laying on of hands at the altar. Intense sobbing at one 

end of the altar. 
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Very softly, we are singing "My Jesus I Love Thee." More 
memories. A long time has passed since I first heard God 
speak to me through this song. Be patient and wait for God . 

• 
A lovely young lady just walked to the microphone a few 

moments ago and said, "For the glory of God, n and then she 
sang so beautifully "The Battle Hymn." I wish you could have 
heard it, especially when 1,500 other voices sang in the night. 
Oh, how glorious. Hands outstretched in the air. Overwhelm-
ing. I am simply overcome with the joy of this moment. 

A mother and father are rejoicing over a wayward college 
son who has just knelt at the altar. How beautiful to see this 
family at the altar. 

• 
An urgent need for missionaries. Incredible need. Near 

midnight. I see a girl in the very last seat, high in the balcony. 
Her head is bowed low in a deep spirit of prayer. Serenity. 
Peace. The answer to the needs of the world. An utter peace. 
The peace of God which passeth all understanding. 

Father, each one of your children has a different person-
ality. 

Help me. 
Prayers for an alcoholic in Lexington. "Great Is Thy Faith-

fulness . n Prayers for a youth retreat in New York State. Some 
people are waiting well over an hour to witness . 

• 
Midnight has just come and gone. Nineteen at the altar. 

"Whiter Than Snow." 
John 12:32. "When I Survey." 
12:45 A.M. and a new day. 

FEBRUARY 7,1970 • 8:20A.M. on this Saturday morning. 
The altar is flooded with seekers. 

Prayers for the administration. The professors. 
A witness says, "Keep on Keeping on." 
Beautiful singing. Over a thousand here on this winter 

morning. "The Heavens declare the Glory of God." 

33 



8:40 A.M. The president is urging a long view of these days 
we have spent in the presence of God. He speaks to us out of 
the fifty-fifth chapter of Isaiah, beginning with the first verse. 
"Ho, every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who 
has no money, come, buy and eat!" Here we see not the 
struggle of man, but we see a very clear and beautiful invita-
tion from God. 

• 
In these past days there is a sense that God has separated 

us from the world and shut the world out so that He could 
speak. God has our attention. 

God wants us. We are involved in a purpose. A mission. 
We must be a flying wedge in a pagan society. God wants to 
get us ready. What is God getting us ready for? Let us walk 
seriously, meekly, obediently. 

• 
Ninety-five hours have passed. Last night when we sang 

"The Battle Hymn," it was a heavenly moment. But, how infi-
nitely more beautiful will be our situation in Heaven as we 
sing arou nd the throne of God. 

• 
The most wonderful thing in life is to be used of God. 

• 
For ninety-six hours now, God has been moving. God 

makes things real to us through His Spirit. The urgency of 
meeting God. 

• 
Students from other colleges in this section of our nation 

are here. I see a whole group of students from a visiting 
college as they weep for revival on their campus. 

So hard to let go of pride. "Oh, how I love Him, how I 
adore Him." 

A witness says, "Christ has begun to work in my heart in 
His fullness. n 

4:05 P.M. Three hundred to four hundred people are here in 
Hughes. Many visitors. "Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus." Trust. 
Faith. The keys. 

• 
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A witness says, "I sat in Hughes last night and just let Jesus 
love me." 

Ephesians 1:19. The immeasurable power of God. Five 
souls at the altar. Visitors from Georgia and surrounding 
states. 

• 
He is showing me not only what He is, but what I am as 

His child. 
• 

"Just As I Am." 4:40 P.M. Visitors from Ohio, Rhode Island, 
and New Jersey. God does not tire of us coming to him in 
prayer. So many hundreds of prayers have been lifted from 
Hughes this week. 

• 
Many are coming tonight from various states. On our knees 

is the only place we need to be. Stand in awe. We are not 
concerned with showing people where Asbury is, but we are 
concerned with showing people the Christ served by 
Asburians. Into a dying and lost world we must go. 

• 
A professor from the University of Kentucky is witnessing. 

Are we walking in the Spirit moment by moment? 
• 

8P.M. Hebrews 12:29: "For our God is a consuming fire." 
Verse 6. Verse 1. John 8:36: FREE INDEED. A steady stream of 
people going to the altar. Seven people waiting to witness. 
"No One Ever Cared For Me Like Jesus." Thanks from an 
Indonesian student for American missionaries. 

• 
One hundred and six hours have passed. A report of 

glorious victory. "When we all get to Heaven, what a day of 
rejoicing that will be. When we all see Jesus, we'll sing and 
shout the victory." 

• 
11: 15 P.M. Seven hundred to eight hundred people in 

Hughes. I don't know that I've ever seen the altar area so 
crowded. 

(As Saturday faded into Sunday, I remember the singing 

35 



from Hughes Auditorium. "All Hail The Power of Jesus' 
Name." HE IS BEING CROWNED. HALLELUJAH!) 

FEBRUARY 8,1970 • 12:30p.M. A great crowd at the altar. I 
saw a beautiful sight a few moments ago when an entire 
family made their way to the altar. I see a man who drove all 
the way from New Jersey at the altar. All is well. 

• 
There is a very holy atmosphere here. A witness says, "I'm 

free from all the limitations I've placed on myself." Another 
says, "Christianity doesn't get old. It gets newer each day." 

• 
"It's real." Divisions and walls have fallen. God cannot work 

very well until we are honest with Him. Hebrews 4:9 and 
"{X!rfect rest. 'J "Grace That Is Greater Than All Our Sins." 
"Grace, grace, God's grace." Marvelous Grace. 

• 
8:40 P.M. The revival goes on and on and on. Thirteen souls 

at the altar. Fifteen hundred to sixteen hundred people present 
here in Hughes. People from many states. 

"Sweep over my spirit forever, I pray, in fathomless billows 
of love." Indeed God has been doing just that since Tuesday 
morning at ten o'clock. 

TO GOD BE TIlE GLORY. GREAT TIlINGS HE HAS DONE. 
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" '[hey lUeTe all fi11d wilh (he %ly Spirit amI 

spoke the word of Sod wilh bolJness." 

-ACTS 4:31 RSV. 
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Campus 
(])errwnsiralions 

Henry C. James 
1970 

rrhe movement of God at Asbury 
persons to cherish the same 

thing for others. From time to time this 
would be heard in testimonies, and 
increasingly it found expression in prayer. 
Likewise, as news of the revival spread, 
people from other schools called to solicit 
prayer for their colleges. Faithfully, these 
requests were shared by the congrega-
tion, and everyone joined in fervent 
intercession. 

Before long, appeals began coming 
from other campuses for Asbury students 
to come and tell the story. This intensified 
the burden of prayer even as it heightened 
anticipation of what God was going to do. 
There was a sense, too, in which everyone 
felt personally involved in the ministry of 
those who went forth. 

With the dispatch of these witnesses, 
the local revival began to take on the 
dimensions of a national movement. By 
the summer of 1970 at least 130 colleges, 
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seminaries and Bible schools had been touched by the revival 
outreach, and witnesses continue to go to other schools and local 
churches. 

The students' approach was simple, yet powerful. They 
described the details of the revival story and witnessed of a 
fresh, personal encounter with God. They told how God had 
delivered them from their hang-ups and "turned them on. n 

Their witness had the ring of reality. Under the anointing of 
the Holy Spirit, their words became like spiritual darts which 
pierced the hearts and minds of many listeners. 

One of the first schools to feel the impact was Azusa Pacific 
College near Los Angeles, California. The dean of the faculty 
called the president in Wichita, Kansas, and reported to him 
that a moving of the Holy Spirit had begun in unusual power 
that day at Asbury. They decided on the phone to have a 
student flown to their campus. 

That night the Azusa faculty engaged in an all-night prayer 
meeting. The revival, which had already begun, "broke out in 
terrific power" the next morning in chapel following the testi-
mony of the visiting Asburian. 

At 11: 15 A.M. on February 6, the Valley campus looked as 
though it had been evacuated. Buses that normally carried 
loads of students to the Hillside campus for the class period 
after chapel stood driverless and empty. No one strolled down 
the wide walkway in front of the Turner Campus Center, and 
no signs of life could be seen around the Marshburn Library. 
The usually crowded and noisy Cougar Den snack shop was 
quiet and dark. Upstairs, however, where over 800 members 
of the faculty and student body had assembled, the scene was 
vastly different. 

The large chapel area was unusually quiet for the people in 
attendance who were considering the impact of the message 
they had just heard. The speaker of the morning did not 
preach but simply told what had happened at Asbury College 
and shared how his own life had been affected. 

Following the report, the dean of students stood and gently 
asked if there were "those in the audience who would like to 
add depth to their religious experience by getting closer to 
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God." He asked them to step to the front of the chapel. At 
that moment, 150 students stepped out en masse, moved to 
the front and made altars out of chairs. This mighty surge of 
the Holy Spirit brought confessions, tears, restitutions and 
cleansing power. 

After a time of prayer those who had made decisions stood 
up to testify about their experiences. One girl said, "I poured 
out my heart to God." Another young lady stated, "I have 
been playing a game with God to see how much of my life I 
could keep. Now that game is over, I belong to Him." A boy 
spoke out saying, "Jesus is real; He is the answer." 

Afternoon classes for the day were cancelled, and numbers 
of students stayed to hear the testimonies, pray and sing for 
over seven hours. Later, smaller prayer groups met in dormi-
tory rooms and in classrooms. Others left the campus to go to 
nearby colleges to share the good news. Students began tele-
phoning their parents and pastors across the country to tell 
them about the wonderful experience that had occurred. 

After the seven-hour chapel service on Friday, the students 
used the halftime of the basketball game that night to witness 
to the people from the community who had come to the 
game. More unusual and particularly strange to the opposing 
players, students sometimes were heard to shout, "Praise the 
Lord!" when the Azusa team made a basket. Following the 
game, several hundred students met again in the auditorium 
for another two-hour session of witnessing, praise and holy 

. communIon. 
The next Sunday, many students related the same experi-

ences to congregations where they were members. In several 
instances pastors did not preach prepared sermons because 
people wanted to renew their relationships with Christ right 
then and there. So the revival broke out in many churches. 

One student called on the Sirhan home in the Los Angeles 
area. For an hour and a half, he shared with the mother and 
brother of Robert Kennedy's assassin about the love of Christ. 

The following Monday at the regular chapel period, stu-
dents began sharing with each other the many events that had 
transpired over the weekend. The witness continued when 
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afternoon classes were cancelled. For hours, the testimonies 
and singing went on. Students gave credit to God for the way 
the Holy Spirit had worked in their lives and in the lives of 
others. 

One student spoke of the spiritual touch in his own life: 
"Some will think tomorrow will be the same, but it won't be. 
Tomorrow will be different!" This was an accurate prediction. 
The next day the chaplain at Azusa took ten students to Pasa-
dena College where some of them shared with the student 
body. Those who were interested in praying for a revival and 
hearing more of .,the student witnesses were invited to remain 
after the benediction. About 150 students and faculty mem-
bers remained to hear the rest of the students. 

Then the Pasadena College basketball coach came to the 
microphone and in a voice filled with emotion said, "I have 
not been the Christian witness 1 should have been in front of 
the men on the team. 1 have failed them as a Christian. I want 
God to forgive me. I am a different person. JJ The effect was 
like an electric shock, and the pattern of revival started all 
over again-this time on the Pasadena campus. Students 
began to come forward and confess their hostility toward 
others, their hypocrisy on campus and the work of 
forgiveness which had been done in their hearts. 

The chapel continued for two or three more hours, and a 
prayer meeting that night continued the witnessing. Imme-
diately, several prayer groups which had been formed two 
weeks previously to pray for revival began to swell. Some 
groups which had struggled to persuade five or six to attend 
now jumped to seventy-five and more in the dorm lounges. 
The spirit of revival began to move out across the campus. 

Greenville College in Greenville, Illinois, was another 
school to be shaken. One professor noted in retrospect that 
for several weeks prior to the revival, the Holy Spirit notice-
ably had been working with some persons on the campus. 
Here and there, individuals had been led to face their spiritual 
needs and to experience God's forgiveness and wholeness. 

Soon after the revival broke at Asbury Seminary, a student 
who was an alumnus of Greenville stood in one of the 
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services and expressed a burden for his alma mater. He told of 
some of the tensions on campus; then, asking for united 
prayer, he broke down and wept. Moments later a local pastor 
stood and announced that a request for a witness team had just 
been received from Greenville. Immediately, the graduates 
from this college attending the seminary gathered around the 
altar to pray. When they arose from their knees, a delegation 
was selected, and within a half-hour they were on their way. 

After a hard night's drive through sleet and snow, the nine 
seminarians and one collegian arrived at Greenville. The next 
morning in chapel they shared their witness. Immediately, "as 
though a great barrier had burst," students began to seek the 
Lord "for every sort of personal and spiritual need." Indivi-
duals began to confess publicly their wrong attitudes, to 
witness to a personal wholeness and the new thing that the 
Holy Spirit was doing in them and through them. 

An atmosphere of prayer, witnessing and general spiritual 
freedom continued among persons in the college's church 
sanctuary until the early morning hours of Saturday. Many 
students and faculty members left the campus to witness to 
home church congregations. Others shared their new faith 
with students who had chosen to remain skeptical. 

A service Wednesday night brought together a large gather-
ing of expectant students, faculty and visiting ministers. Such a 
magnificent visitation of the Holy Spirit resulted that over 200 
people were still present at 2:30 A.M, seeking Christ, repenting, 
asking and receiving forgiveness from other people. That 
service continued until 5 A.M. 

Later, the campus coordinator wrote: "Greenville College 
will never be the same. The Holy Spirit has blown in gale force 
through our dorms and classrooms, and our faculty and 
administrative offices and has settled like a heavenly cloud 
over the sanctuary of the college church .... Teams of students 
and faculty have been fanning out over the Midwest in week-
ends of witnessing, and the reports read like the Book of Acts." 

Later, when Terry Dickson, a reporter for the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, visited the campus to check out a news story, he was 
surprised to learn that the students did not want to talk about 

43 



Cambodia or racial injustice, though they were deeply con-
cerned about these problems. He wrote this in a May 24 
report: 

They wanted to talk about what happened to them when 
they were caught up in a spiritual upheaval that turned 
the whole college upside down, so to speak, and changed 
their lives forever. There was nothing pietistic in their 
attitudes. They were open, friendly, smiling, bright-eyed 
and as eager to tell about it as students at another college 
would be to tell about how they won the Big Game. 
Which, in a sense, they felt they had done. 

Not surprisingly, calls came from other places for students 
to come and share with them. Teams went to Central and 
Miltonvale Colleges (Kansas), and the same scenes of revival 
followed. One group went to Millikin University (Illinois) to 
spread the word. In the student union they were joined by 
many Millikin students, and they formed a circle and joined 
hands. When some black students started jeering and heck-
ling, the students just opened the circle, took the blacks by 
the hand, said, "What's with your and then drew them in. 
This was more than the hecklers expected. "They were 
bombed out," as one from the Greenville group put it. "They 
wanted to talk to us; they wanted to find what we had 
found," reporter Dickson wrote about the incident. 

Leaders of the Free Methodist Church testify that as a result 
of the numerous witness teams going out from Greenville 
College, the majority of their churches in the Wabash, South-
ern Michigan and Central Illinois Conferences have been 
revitalized, and the entire spiritual tone of these conferences 
has been transformed. 

News of the Asbury revival reached Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas, where for two 
years some students and faculty had been praying for a 
movement of God on their campus. 

When the Kentucky awakening was reported to one class 
by a professor, "spontaneously the entire group fell before the 
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Lord in prayer. Confessions, bold intercessions and compas-
sionate pleas for personal and seminary revival poured forth 
with beautiful liberty." Another professor shared the revival 
news with his class, and the same thing happened. The whole 
period was spent in earnest su pplication before the Lord. 
When the bell rang for dismissal of the class, one student ran 
down the hall to report to one of his teachers. He was carry-
ing his glasses in his hand, his face was bathed with tears, 
radiant · joy was written on his face and victory came through 
his voice as he said, "You know that revival we have been 
praying for? I believe it is already here!" (Most of the informa-
tion contained in this section is taken from a paper on the 
revival written by Dr. Jack Gray, Professor of Missions at 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. We are grateful 
for permission to quote from this manuscript.) 

An invitation was extended for some Asbury students to 
come and report firsthand about their experiences. One of 
those students who went with the witness team recalled how 
they "prayed all the way to Texas." When they arrived on 
campus they walked into a prayer meeting in the student 
center where forty to fifty students were gathered. They were 
confessing sins, asking for forgiveness and requesting prayer 
for each other. One of the students told how he had contem-
plated suicide but had found the answer in Christ. The revival 
was already well under way. 

Arrangements had been made for the Asbury students to 
occupy pulpits in the area on Sunday. A marked spirit of re-
vival was felt in the services, with scores of people experi-
encing renewal in their lives. Many people openly admitted a 
wide variety of sins and animosities and sought to restore 
broken relationships. 

A special service in the Scarborough Preaching Chapel at 
Southwestern Baptist Seminary on Monday was announced 
for 4 P.M. The Asbury students shared for about fifteen min-
utes, then sat down. There was an awkward silence for a 
moment, then a young preacher arose, and with measured 
deliberation, began to confess the deep needs of his heart. 
Then another student arose and another. Student after student 
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confessed resentment, bitterness, lust, jealousy and cheating. 
In describing the service, Dr. Gray gave this account: 

One young wife arose and haltingly, but with determi-
nation to complete what she had stood to her feet to do, 
said, "I was born and reared in a preacher's home. Now I 
am married to a preacher. I've gone to church all of my life 
just because it was the thing to do. But it has never meant 
much to me. Now I know why. I've just asked Jesus to 
come into my heart, and He has. n Joy sparkled in her tears 
as she sat down, converted on the spot! 

A young man, due to graduate in less than two months, 
came to the pulpit stand; agony had distorted his counte-
nance. He poured out his confession of a habit of dis-
honesty in his studies. "This is eating me up!" he sobbed. 
"I've got to get rid of it. Pray for me." He sank to his knees 
right there and claimed the cleansing of the Lord. 

Trying to describe the atmosphere of this service, one who 
was there said, "God was declaring His presence and demand-
ing an audience with each of us. At times even though we 
were in the crowd, we felt ourselves closeted with Him, and 
we experienced both the honor and the hurt of His private 
dealings with us. It was awesome. We knew what we were 
seeing, hearing, feeling and thinking was not the product of 
our imaginations. We were meeting God in all His majesty." 

The meeting went on until the early hours of the morning. 
When the crowd at last dispersed, meetings with the Lord 
continued in homes, dorm rooms and parlors. All through the 
night students at odds with each other met in sweet recon-
ciliation. 

The next day the Asbury witnesses spoke in individual and 
combined classes. Again students were moved to make con-
fessions and ask for forgiveness. Following a time of sharing at 
a 3 P.M. service, more students found the joy and victory of a 
dean heart. 

That evening a meeting had been called in the dormitories 
to ratify a new school constitution. But attention in the 
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meetings soon turned to revival. In one dorm the hallway 
and stairway became cluttered where students had gathered 
to witness and pray. Confessions, restitutions, hugging and 
praising God were the pattern until 1 :30 A.M., with some stu-
dents continuing to seek God through the night. 

The next morning following a Founder's Day observance 
students who desired to hear more about the revival were 
invited to remain in the chapel. Only a dozen or so left, while 
twelve hundred stayed to hear the witnesses. God moved 
again upon hearts in a sweet, penetrating way. 

Commenting on the movement of the Spirit during those 
days, a professor wrote: "The long-awaited renewal was here! 
Not all of the seminary had opportunity to share, but more 
profound work of a graphic encounter with God had taken 
place than some of us knew to expect. Through the rest of 
the week we found ourselves walking in a sense of reverent 
awe our minds racing with Questions, our wills painfully ad-
justing to the demands of what God had wrought, our hearts 
reaching out in eager desire to tell others, our souls lifting in 
glorious joy and praise and our minds experiencing new 
dimensions of loving adoration of the Lord." 

Olivet Nazarene College located in Kankakee, Illinois, was 
another school to feel the impact of revival. According to one 
observer, the college "came unglued" as two students from 
Asbury witnessed on campus. The president was quoted in 
the Kankakee Daily Journal, a local newspaper: "I've seen 
nothing to compare with it in my twenty-one years as 
president. " 

A scheduled speaker was unable to appear for chapel, and 
the pastor asked several students to give personal testimonies. 
Students began leaving their classes, and by late morning 
nearly everyone on campus was at Chalfant Hall-either 
giving themselves to God or praying as others did so. 

Hundreds of Olivet students moved out to tell their story 
with the result that revival fires were kindled in many other 
places. One student went to the Nazarene Theological 
Seminary in Kansas City, Missouri. As he was describing his 
experience, one of the seminary students started to the altar 
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"weeping so strongly that he could scarcely see where he was 
going; he bumped into the piano, spun off and fmally knelt at 
the communion rail," reported The Seminary Tower, a Naza-
rene publication. The students from Olivet continued to share 
as others came until the altar was filled with weeping students. 

What was described by one reporter as "an all-night relig-
ious sit-ip" jeveloped at Georgetown College near Lexington, 
Kentucky, after six Asbury students gave their testimony at an 
evening vesper service. Throughout the night students shared 
their experiencest sang songs of faith and love and joined in 
prayer. So large was the crowd that the students requested 
permission to use the college chapel for the meeting. They 
were reminded that a rehearsal for a forthcoming religious 
emphasis week was already scheduled for the night. "But 
why do you wish to prepare for religious emphasis next week 
when you can have it nowt" queried the students. Accordingly, 
the director called off the practice-and with some of the 
college administration and faculty-joined nearly 700 students 
in the marathon revival. Both the Lexington Leader and the 
Louisville Courler-journal gave accounts of this revival. 

Other stories of revival could be told of Houghton (NY), 
Wheaton (IL) , Oral Roberts (OK), Trevecca (TN), John Wesley 
(NC), Berea (KY), Marion (IN), Huntington (IN)t George 
Carver (GA), Canadian Bible (Sask.), Seattle Pacific (W A), Fort 
Wayne ON), St. Paul (MN)t Central Wesleyan (SC), Taylor (IN), 
Eastern Mennonite (V A)t Spring Arbor (MI), Canadian Naza-
rene (Manitoba), Union University (TN), Oklahoma Baptist, 
Roberts Wesleyan (NY), Weyland Baptist (DOt Sue Bennett 
(KY), Grace (IN), George Fox (OR), Fuller Seminary (CA), to 
mention only a few. Each school had its own version, and the 
extent of penetration varied. But all were marked by a 
contagious spirit of honest witnessing. 

To date, the movement has centered in Christian schools. 
However, the revival has had an outreach on the campuses of 
some large secular universities. A number of students from the 
University of Kentucky visited Asbury during the spontaneous 
revival in February and a few were converted. These students 
and others from Asbury have carried their personal witness to 
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the nearby university, as well as other state campuses. One 
group of witnesses saw numbers of students moved to seek 
God at Western Kentucky State University. 

Meetings for witnessing have been arranged in many differ-
ent ways. A prominent member of the faculty at the University 
of Tennessee at Martin invited four students to share their 
testimony at a meeting which he sponsored. Two hundred 
dedsions were recorded. Thereafter, until commencement, 
scores of Tennessee students met every night in the dormi-
tories for prayer. At the University of Delaware, a group of 
evangelical students pooled their resources to have six As-
burians fly to their campus with the news of what God was 
doing. Through the Baptist Student Movement the Asbury 
story was told at Texas A & M and the University of Texas at 
Arlington, as well as at the five largest state universities in 
Oklahoma. Sometimes the meetings of confession lasted four 
or five hours with hundreds of students making new commit-
ments to Christ. 

As yet, there does not appear to be a spiritual breakthrough 
at all levels of any large secular university, but the possibility 
exists in spite of the djfficulties. Such organizations as Campus 
Crusade for Christ, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship, the 
Navigators, Fellowship of Christian Athletes, along with some 
warm-hearted church witnessing groups, already are having a 
tremendous impact on many campuses. 

If revival could spread into the inner life of our large uni-
versities, as well as into many of the smaller church-supported 
schools, the change that would ensue in our nation is stag-
gering to contemplate. During the March 15 broadcast of his 
"Hour of Decision, n Billy Graham expressed the burden felt by 
many when he said, "It is my prayer that Christians throughout 
the world will be praying that the spiritual refreshment which 
started at Asbury College in Kentucky will sweep from campus 
to campus and from city to city:' 
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" ))00 s1uJl receive power when the 9!oly Spirit 
has come upon you; cuu1. you s1uJl be my 

_.-!L _____ /I 
-ACTS 1:8 RSV. 
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John T. Seamands 
1970 

s news of the Asbury revival 
spread across the country, 

hundreds of pastors began requesting 
student teams to come and share the story 
with the members of their congregations. 
Every Saturday for the next several months, 
a large procession of cars left Wilmore, 
headed for all points of the compass. 
Many students traveled by air to distant 
assignments. 

Almost invariably, wherever the witness 
teams went, the results were the same. 
Pastors and people responded. The 
sermons and orders of service were 
pushed aside for the moment. Many 
church members, tired of pretending for 
so long, took off their masks and exposed 
their own hypocrisy and phoniness. 
Broken in spirit, they openly confessed 
their needs, prayed and shared with one 
another. Church altars which for years 
had been nothing more than pieces of 
furniture now became hallowed places 
where men met God and brother was 
reconciled to brother. The usual stiffness 
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and formality gave way to a new freedom in the Spirit. With 
hearts full of joy, members of the congregations lifted their 
hands in the air and sang forth the praises of God. People paid 
no attention to the clock; they forgot about food. They sat for 
hours in the sanctuary, basking in the presence of God. 

In many instances, the students' testimonies sparked an 
unusual, spontaneous revival that lasted for days and influen-
ced the entire community. Such was the case in Anderson, 
Indiana, where a marvelous "revival of love" ensued. 

In the early phase of the awakening on the campus of As-
bury College, three students who were members of the Church 
of God felt their "hearts strangely warmed. tJ They immediately 
became burdened for spiritual renewal within their own deno-
mination. After a time of prayer together, they decided to mail 
out news releases of the revival story to twenty pastors with 
whom they were acquainted. 

One of the letters was sent to an alumnus of Asbury College 
who was pastor of the South Meridian Church of God in An-
derson, Indiana. The pastor was deeply moved by the Wilmore 
story. At the same time, an eighty-year-old lady who was a 
member of his church said, "Pastor, word has reached me that 
revival has broken out on the campus of Asbury College. 
Would it be possible to invite a witness team to Anderson to 
share the news with our congregation?" He immediately 
phoned Wilmore and invited a team. 

On Saturday afternoon, February 21, the Asbury witness 
team arrived in Anderson. The group consisted of four girls 
and three boys and was led by a senior student at Asbury 
Seminary, an alumnus of Anderson College. They went straight 
to the campus of the college and mingled with students in the 
dormitory rooms and lounges, sharing the revival news and 
extending invitations to the Sunday morning service. 

At the 10:45 A.M. worship service in the South Meridian 
Church, all seven members of the Asbury team gave their wit-
ness before a congregation of about five hundred. Even before 
an invitation was given, people started to go forward to pray 
at the altar. Several publicly expressed their personal spiritual 
needs. This was followed by a time of testimony and sharing. 
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The service lasted almost three hours, with an unusual sense 
of the presence of God. 

The attendance was larger at the evening service. Again, the 
program was informal, and, for the second time, the Asbury 
team gave their witness. The response was the same. For sev-
eral hours people kept filling the altar for prayer and going 
before the microphone to give their witness. One local college 
student said enthusiastically, "This is no longer the Asbury Re-
vival. This is the Anderson Revival!" It was quite evident to all 
that an unusual movement of the Spirit was taking place at 
South Meridian Church. The people were gripped with a 
feeling of spiritual excitement and expectancy. 

The pastor was now faced with an important decision. 
Should he continue the meetings? After prayerful deliberation, 
he announced that there would be a service the next evening. 

Monday evening about 1,000 people crowded into the sanc-
tuary which ordinarily holds only 750. Many had to stand 
along the walls. Three church buses made ten trips back and 
forth from the college campus to provide transportation for the 
students. The Asbury team shared their witness for the last 
time before returning to Wilmore to resume classes. 

Again the Spirit of God moved upon the entire congrega-
tion. In the balcony, little prayer groups began to form here 
and there. One youth leader knelt with his entire youth fellow-
ship, and, after a period of prayer, the whole group made its 
way down to the altar. There were so many high school and 
college students crowded around the altar that again and again 
the pastor had to ask them gently to return to their seats and 
make room for others who wanted to come. 

There were periodic outbursts of praise and song. A 
fourteen-year-old student stood before the mike and said, 
"We've been clapping and rejoicing with one another all night 
I think we should give Jesus a hand." The remark touched off 
a standing ovation that lasted for two or three minutes. "It was 
like a star coming off the basketball floor," the pastor recalled. 

Following the service the pastor began to feel that the 
meeting was becoming too big for one man to handle. Early 
Tuesday morning he phoned several key businessmen and 
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fellow pastors and invited them to meet him for breakfast in a 
local restaurant About twenty men responded. Around the 
breakfast table they formulated plans to continue and expand 
the revival. Some of the laymen volunteered to place a large 
paid advertisement in the local newspaper and to prepare the 
church gymnasium for overflow crowds. 

That evening the attendance swelled to around 1,400. Both 
the sanctuary and gym were filled. The following night, in 
spite of a championship basketball game in town, the sanc-
tuary was again crowded. Several outstanding conversions 
took place. Among those transformed were an alcoholic, an 
extremely rebellious student, an outstanding athlete and a 
Roman Catholic. The service lasted until eleven o'clock. 

By now the local news media was featuring "the Anderson 
revival" in their reports and articles. Revival became the talk of 
the town. 

Noon meetings were begun in the city hall and gained 
momentum until as many as 200 were in regular attendance. 
The group included businessmen, night-shift factory workers, 
housewives and students. Still, other business and professional 
people were attending a daily prayer breakfast at a downtown 
hotel. Several Youth for Christ organizations sprang up in the 
public schools. High schoolers arrived at school a half hour 
early each day to study the Bible and pray together. Spontan-
eous prayer meetings were held in the college dormitories and 
in the homes of teachers and church members all across town. 

Visitors from out of state soon began pouring into Ander-
son "to get a taste of the revival." They came from Kentucky, 
West Virginia, Illinois, Nebraska, Kansas, Canada and as far 
west as California. Many came merely to observe but, ex-
periencing inward renewal, returned home with something 
new to share. 

On Sunday afternoon, March 8, a special rally was held in 
the South Side Junior High gymnasium with over 2,000 people 
attending. At this meeting a hippie with a full beard received 
Christ as his Saviour and bore witness before the whole con-
gregation. An eighty-year-old grandmother-her snow-white 
hair done up in a bun-went forward and hugged him. Within 
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a few days the young man had led two of his fellow musi-
cians to the Lord, and they were all out witnessing to their 
friends. The following Sunday afternoon, a second city-wide 
rally was held in the North Side Junior High gymnasium, and 
this time the crowd reached almost 2,600. 

Soon, calls were coming in from pastors in many states 
asking for witness teams from Anderson to come and share 
the revival spirit with their congregations. A special revival 
fund was set up, and people contributed hundreds of dollars 
to pay the travel expenses of the team members. By the first 
week in May these witness teams had visited scores of 
churches in thirty-one states and Canada. Everywhere they 
went, the power of the Holy Spirit was manifest in the ser-
vices and hundreds of young people and adults made com-
mitments to Jesus Christ. One Sunday in Roanoke, Virginia, 
over 150 people knelt at the altar in prayer. In Huntington, 
West Virginia, a spontaneous revival broke out in the Trinity 
Church of God. Services continued for two weeks. For several 
Sunday mornings the attendance at the South Meridian 
Church in Anderson was greatly depleted because so many of 
the members were out on witness assignments. With a smile 
the pastor remarked, "It wouldn't bother me at all, if one 
Sunday morning I came to conduct the worship service and 
no one would be present-as long as I knew my people were 
out sharing God's love with others." 

The revival services continued in the South Meridian 
Church for fifty consecutive nights (February 22 to April 12) 
with an average attendance of about 1 ,000. Barriers were 
broken down as members of various denominations, races 
and ages, all found a common meeting place at the foot of 
the cross. There was no fIXed program and no formal 
preaching. A typical service lasted from two to three hours 
and consisted of singing, confession, prayer and testimony. 

Those present on one Saturday night will probably never 
forget the confession of a man in his mid-fifties who stood 
before the microphone and said, "I have been an active 
church member for years. I have directed many summer 
youth camps, but I've been a phony." Then he went on to 
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relate how that during the new reorganization of schools in 
the city, he had been so hostile to some members of the 
school board that, out of spite, he had placed dead skunks in 
their mailboxes and smeared red paint on their driveways. 
When the Holy Spirit convicted him of his meanness, he went 
to each one of the homes and confessed that he was the 
culprit. In one of the homes, the husband said angrily, "I had 
threatened to shoot the man if I ever found him out." Later, he 
mellowed and expressed admiration for the man's courage in 
confessing. 

Many described the Anderson happening as "a revival of 
love. " "As God's love filled our hearts," one pastor explained, 
"all denominational, racial and age barriers were torn down. 
Congregational rifts were healed, the generation gap bridged 
and families reunited." 

James Massey, the chaplain at Anderson College, sum-
marized the effects of the revival upon the college students in 
these carefully worded statements in the college newspaper. 

The Revival is a spiritual phenomenon of integrity. This 
happening has given to hundreds of students an experience 
of genuine spiritual value. Counseling sessions with stu-
dents have convinced me this happening has been deeper 
than mere emotion. Some students have at last entered into 
true and worthy commitments. Scores of others now have 
adopted proper standards for their lives. Christian beliefs 
have become important and redemptive. The attitudes of 
many students have become less censorious and more 
meaningfully centered and controlled. I have heard many 
confessions that let me know that prejudices are being 
examined and released. The revival has helped students 
to relate love to logic, feeling to facts and faith to reason. 

In a front-page Sunday feature article on April 12, 1970, a 
Chicago Tribune reporter wrote about it enthusiastically: 

The revival has made a splash that is sending ripples 
throughout the country. Nobody can recall a similar church-
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related event that has drawn this kind of response in An-
derson. Many people who came prepared to be skeptical at 
the emotional nature of the meetings have been impressed 
with the sincerity and the contagious atmosphere of the 
sessions .. .In a day when many congregations are worried 
about losing their appeal to young people, Anderson's 
"Revival of Love" seems to be saying something . 

• 
Another dramatic spiritual movement-an unusual youth 

revival-took place in a small county-seat town in Tennessee. 
The spring vacation (March 15-22) offered the students on 

the Asbury campus a wonderful opportunity to scatter all 
across the nation and witness before innumerable congrega-
tions. They became instruments in God's hands to light revival 
fifes in many churches. 

One of the witness teams was a group of three seminary 
students who were invited to conduct a preaching mission at 
Holly Avenue United Methodist Church in South Pittsburg, 
Tennessee, twenty-five miles west of Chattanooga. The con-
gregation of this church was not large but was comprised of a 
number of professional people and leading citizens of the 
community. 

As for the youth of South Pittsburg, they were typical of 
young people found across the nation today. Many were de-
pendable and talented, while others were undisciplined and 
reckless, seeking their kicks in drugs, sex and car racing. The 
community had recently been shaken over the tragic death of 
a small child, the victim of a hot-rod speedster. 

The mission got off to a slow start with light attendance at 
the Sunday services and little response from the congregation. 
At the close of the day, the young evangelists were visibly 
discouraged. 

On Monday morning, however, the team had the oppor-
tunity to witness about the Asbury revival to about seven 
hundred students in the local high school. The young people 
seemed deeply impressed, and many tarried after the 
assembly to chat privately with the team members. 
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That evening the youth choir increased from fifteen mem-
bers to fifty, and the church was filled with young people and 
adults. After the message, an altar invitation was given. Thirty-
six young people responded and committed their lives to Jesus 
Christ. 

On Tuesday evening, opportunity was given for witnessing. 
Many of the new converts spoke excitedly about their new 
relationship with Christ. So effective was their exhortation that 
the sermon was omitted and an invitation extended to others 
who wanted to receive Christ. Again, there was an unusual 
response. 

As a result of many students witnessing in the classrooms 
and hallways as to the saving power of Jesus Christ, the revival 
was now spreading to the high school. On Wednesday 
evening, the church was filled, and the youth choir numbered 
one hundred. 

At this service many key young people were won to the 
Lord-among them an outstanding and popular football player. 
A born leader, he exerted an adverse influence on many of the 
students. He was a restless boy, transferred from one high 
school to another. He dropped out of school halfway through 
his senior year. A heavy drinker, he had spent the previous 
Saturday night in jail for drunk and disorderly conduct. 

While many of his friends were praying and testifying 
around the altar, the football player slipped up to the platform, 
took the student leader by the arm and led him ou tside the 
church. "I've been looking for something all my life," he said. 
"I think this is it, but I want to be sure it's real." As the student 
lovingly reassured him, he knelt on the sidewalk, confessed his 
sins and accepted Christ as his personal Saviour. He imme-
diately rushed inside to the microphone to give his witness. 
1brough tears he confessed, "I've finally found what I've been 
looking for-not in all this other stuff like sex and booze and 
drugs, but in Christ!" Two days later, he held the entire 
assembly of the Jasper High School spellbound, as he narrated 
to almost a thousand students the great change that had taken 
place in his life. 

At the same service, an alcoholic who had been separated 
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from his wife for over two years was marvelously converted 
and reunited with his family. Just two days previously, his 
twelve-year-old son had received Christ and had requested 
the congregation to pray for his father's conversion. On that 
evening, the father was drinking beer in a tavern eighteen 
miles away when the Spirit of God convicted him and urged 
him to seek out his children. When he walked into the Holly 
Avenue Church, his son was giving his witness over the mike. 
For a long time, he sat listening to the testimonies. Finally, 
about eleven o'clock that night, he walked down to the altar 
and surrendered his life to Christ. The next evening, he sat on 
the second row with his wife and two boys and shared his 
experience with the entire congregation. He gave up his part-
ownership in a liquor store and went out on weekends, 
witnessing to the Saviour's love. 

By Thursday, the crowds had completely outgrown the 
capacity of the church which could seat only about three 
hundred. Large numbers were being turned away from the 
services, and many adults were purposely staying at home to 
make room for the youth. It was quite evident to all that 
another meeting place should be sought. Knowing the situa-
tion, the Baptist minister very graciously offered his church 
which has a seating capacity of 750. He also contacted three 
of the leading black citizens in town and made it clear that 
the blacks were welcome. 

The Friday and Saturday evening meetings were out-
standing. The church was crowded with both adults and 
young people. There were students from Jasper High School 
and visitors from out of town. Ministers of many denomi-
nations were present. Each night the service lasted until 
almost midnight and was characterized by periods of 
confession, repentance, witnessing and singing. 

Saturday evening was to be the closing service of the 
revival, but the Asbury team was invited to stay on for the 
two Sunday services in the United Methodist Church. The 
morning service began at eleven o'clock and did not close 
until 2:30 in the afternoon. During the latter part of the 
service, the local Catholic priest dropped in. The previous 
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evening, a young man belonging to his parish had been 
converted at the service in the Baptist church and had shared 
the news with him, so the priest came to see the revival for 
himself. Unable to find a seat in the sanctuary, he was forced 
to stand at the back for almost two hours. At the dose of the 
service, he said to the pastor, "TItis is one of the finest things 
I have ever seen. If there is anything I can do to help, please 
call on me. I want to be a part of this movement." 

By five o'clock that evening, the church was filled again, 
with people sitting in the Sunday school rooms and many 
standing outside. The altar service and witnessing continued 
until past 11 P.M. 

That Sunday there were scenes of revival in several 
churches throughout the city as many who had made com-
mitments during the week shared their experiences in their 
own congregations. 

The pastor's fifteen-year-old granddaughter was present at 
the Sunday morning service in the Holly Avenue Church. She 
received Christ during the service and gave a glowing witness 
before the congregation. That afternoon she and her family 
drove back to their home church (Baptist) for the evening 
service. After his sermon, the pastor invited the girl to come 
to the pulpit and give her witness. When she finished, nine 
people out of the small congregation came to the altar for 
prayer. 

In this way the revival has spread to many surrounding 
schools and churches, as the young people of South Pittsburg 
have gone out to tell the good news that Jesus is able to save 
all. One week a group of thirty-six of these high-school stu-
dents chartered a bus and came to Wilmore, Kentucky, and 
spent two days on the Asbury College campus, witnessing in 
the chapel and dormitories. 

Soon after the revival, the local newspaper, The South 
Pittsburg Hustler, carried this front-page headline: YOUTII 
REVIVAL ROCKS COMMUNI1Y. It was estimated that perhaps 
500 out of the 700 students in the local high school had made 
commitments to Jesus Christ. One pastor remarked, "Our 
town is a new town since the revival. Tough kids have been 
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converted, broken homes reunited, alcoholics rehabilitated in 
society and our churches revitalized. This is God's work!" 

When two student pastors related the revival story in the 
First Baptist Church of Mableton, Georgia, there was a great 
response from the congregation, and many came to the altar 
for prayer. Three young men received a call to the ministry, 
another a call to missionary service. One of the men went 
home and told his wife about his call, but she was upset. She 
said, "Honey, this is one time you'll have to go it alone. I'm 
not one of God's children and don't intend to be a minister's 
wife." However, she accompanied her husband to the eve-
ning service, and when the invitation was given, she went 
forward and surrendered herself to Christ. She then went to 
the microphone, confessed what she had said to her husband 
in the morning and said, "Now I'm a child of God, and I'm on 
the team with my husband." The pastor said about the day's 
activities, "God did more in one moment than we have done 
in five years!" 

• 
Eight Asbury College students went to Coalport, Pennsyl-

vania. Great manifestations of the Spirit came to several 
churches, spreading into the high school where many youth 
were converted along with some teachers. 

Arrangements had been made for someone to speak in the 
small church at Stifflertown, but there were not enough stu-
dents to fill this appointment. It happened that a girl from the 
college lived nearby and was home for the spring holidays. 
She was asked to take the assignment since no one else was 
available. With trepidation she went to the church and told 
her story. The power of God fell upon the people and a 
revival broke out that continued for eight nights to standing-
room-only crowds. In one service, the girl's father, afflicted 
with curvature of the spine since childhood, was miraculously 
healed. The whole community was shaken . 

• 
Thus, the revival that had begun at Asbury continued its 

wondrous growth in church after church. On March 8, three 
Asbury College students flew to Denver, Colorado, at the invi-
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tation of the pastor of the famous Calvary Temple. The team 
shared the revival story with the members of the adult and 
college Sunday school classes and, briefly, with the entire 
congregation in the morning services. In the evening, they 
had the opportunity of witnessing at length to an audience of 
2,400. When the invitation was given, hundreds of people 
came fOf\Vard filling the altar four different times. Each time 
the seekers were directed to a separate counseling room. The 
service continued for five hours . 

• 
It is impossible to get an accurate account of how many 

churches have been influenced by the revival in the past few 
months. By the end of May, approximately 2,000 witness 
teams had gone out on missions from Asbury College and 
Seminary. Each team ministered to several churches, some-
times as many as fifteen to twenty-five on a single trip. 
Multiply this by hundreds of other teams that went out from 
scores of church-related colleges, and this will give some 
indication of how far-reaching and intensive the influence 
has been. 

Witnesses are beginning to take the revival story to fields 
of harvest overseas. Two seminary couples went to Colombia, 
South America. In ten days, they spoke twenty-five times and 
saw the Holy Spirit work in the same manner as at Asbury. 
Other witnesses visited five continents of the world during 
the summer of 1970. The number reached may seem small 
by comparison to the need, but teams are still out witnessing. 
And this is not the end! 

62 





" '[he winJ blows wherever it wishes; you hem-

Ik sound it rruJu.s, but you do not luww where it 

ames from or where it is going. ::If is the same 

way wiJh everyone who is born of the Spira" 
-JOHN 3:8 TEV. 
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Thomas A. Carruth 
1970 

evived persons began at once 
to use every means to tell the 

good news. Witnessing by word of mouth 
has been the great avenue of outreach, 
but by no means has it been confined to 
colleges and churches where invitations 
were extended. Students have made their 
own opportunities to witness. One might 
rise from the altar, for example, and go 
immediately to the dormitory to seek a 
friend to share his experience. Some 
could be found witnessing on the street, 
going from door to door passing out tracts 
and talking in shopping centers, filling 
stations, barber shops, grocery stores, 
factories and places of business. 

These spontaneous, on-the-spot 
testimonies in unexpected places have 
probably brought more unchurched 
people to consider the gospel than 
anything else. Hundreds of stories have 
been told of people fmding God through 
these means, and new victories are 
reported almost every day. 

One student witnessed to the president 
of a bank in a central Oklahoma city. The 
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man, a nominal Christian, confessed the need in his life for 
real conversion and knelt in his office to accept Christ. He 
then called his entire staff together in the lobby of the bank for 
a prayer service. The Asbury student witnessed, and the bank 
president also gave a moving witness of how Christ had 
become real in his life. 

A group of students traveling across country on a witness 
team stopped in a service station because the nearby one for 
which they had a credit card was closed. The station was op-
erated by a young couple married only a few months. One of 
the girls talked to the young wife who confessed that her love 
for her husband had turned out to be nothing but infatuation. 
She was miserable, empty, disillusioned and about to leave her 
husband whose deep love for her she could not reciprocate. 

After witnessing to her of Christ and His love, the student 
asked the girl if she did not want to accept Christ who could 
fln her with perfect love and free her from her sin and self. 
The young woman bowed her head and uttered a fervent 
prayer of confession and asked the Lord to come into her life 
and cleanse her. "I feel so clean! So clean!n she exclaimed. 
Then she prayed for God to take away her unwillingness to 
love her husband. 

While the two girls talked, one of the fellows witnessed to 
the husband between customers. After his wife told him of her 
experience with Christ and of the love He had given her for 
him, the young man also received Christ. Three and a half 
hours after stopping for gas the witness team left two happy 
young people united through Christ to each other in a genuine 
love. Revival had come to a Georgia garage. 

A long bench in the Fulton County Jail in Atlanta became a 
tear-drenched altar one Sunday afternoon in March as an 
Asbury Seminary student witnessed to the inmates of God's 
moving in the revival. Eighty of the eighty-nine male prisoners, 
all under thirty years of age, responded with a confession of 
faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord. 

The Bluegrass Airport in Lexington, Kentucky, became a 
scene of witness when two students breezed into the station 
with an air of radiance and excitement on their countenances. 
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They were returning from a trip to Canada where they had just 
seen 200 people make commitments for Christ. Recognizing a 
friend in the crowd, they rushed over to tell him what God 
had done. Before the boys finished the report, most of the 
people in the airport lobby had gathered around to listen. 
Other conversations virtually ceased. The crowd stood enrap-
tured, some with tears in their eyes, to hear told in a new way 
the old, old story of Jesus and His love. 

Typifying this glowing spirit of witness was the college girl 
going to Cincinnati, Ohio, on a bus. The man seated next to 
her asked why she was reading her Bible. When she told him 
about her love for the Word and spoke about God's plan of 
redemption, the man was so impressed that he wanted his 
friend to hear her testimony. So they switched seats, and the 
girl proceeded to tell her story again. Before she was finished 
the elderly gentleman in front turned around and asked her to 
speak louder for he was having difficulty getting every word. 
By this time, the woman across the aisle interested. So the 
youth asked if they would like for her to speak so that every-
one could hear. Accordingly, she stood up behind the driver's 
seat and gave her witness to all the passengers. When the bus 
pulled into the Cincinnati terminal, before opening the door, 
the driver turned to the girl and asked, "Do you have anything 
more to say?" To which the Asbury student responded, "All I 
want to say is cHallelujah!'" 

When face-to-face witness has not been possible other 
means of communication have been found. In the first hours 
of the revival, many students used the telephone to call home 
and plead with parents and pastors to give God a chance in 
their homes and churches. Students had all the lines out of 
Wilmore tied up for days. Not every plea met with under-
standing or found favorable response, but in place after place 
where these calls were received, revival did come. 

One man and his college-age son drove hundreds of miles 
to tell the campus how Christ had come into their lives after 
their daughter and sister had called and witnessed to them. 

Two students were especially burdened to share their 
testimony with one of the most outspoken atheists in the 
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nation. They tried for several minutes to convince her of their 
sincerity and love, but she only ridiculed them for "robbing 
me of my constitutional rights" by calling her. She did say that 
she would be glad to come to the revival if the college would 
pay her normal speaker's fee of $3,000. 

During the late Spring a W ATS (Wide Area Toll Service) 
telephone was installed at the seminary to facilitate continuous 
communication of the revival across the nation. In service 
twenty-four hours a day, this long distance line was used to 
contact individuals, prayer groups and churches in forty-seven 
states. Often witnesses gathered around the W ATS phone and 
conducted a service just as they would in a church. There was 
singing, testifying, reading from the Scripture and prayer. Oc-
casionally, one might hear the sound of rejoicing on the other 
end of the line. 

After one such service conducted for a prayer group of a 
large church in Cincinnati, two ladies came to Asbury to see 
for themselves what the revival was like. Talking with various 
people on the campus confirmed their suspicions, and before 
they ventured home one knelt at the altar to make a full 
dedication of her life to God. 

Almost any person on the Asbury campus could tell of calls 
received from other persons requesting more information 
about the revival. Typical was the pastor in Decatur, Illinois, 
who phoned a seminary professor. As the teacher gave him 
more complete details of God's working, the pastor became so 
quiet the professor thought he had been disconnected. Asked 
if he was still on the line, the pastor sobbed that he was listen-
ing but was so overcome that he could not speak. 

Out of this telephone report, as in so many others, came a 
request that a team of students be sent to the church to bear 
their witness. A carload went shortly afterward, and a revival 
broke out that lasted for weeks. 

Some persons in San Antonio, Texas, called one night to 
request that prayers be mobilized for the operator of one of 
the best-known striptease clubs in the city. The group which 
was praying for this man included the owners of San Antonio's 
largest burlesque night club, closed following their conversion 
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a few weeks before. By means of the WATS phone, in a 
matter of minutes, a number of people across the nation were 
called to prayer for this man's salvation. 

A few hours later another call came from the Alamo city to 
report that the man had accepted the Lord and had gone 
down to "close his striptease joint forever." 

A call of a different nature-rather humorous when first 
heard-came from the editor of one of the nation's largest 
religious periodicals. He had engaged a reporter from a 
Louisville newspaper to do a story for the magazine. When 
the report was filed on the revival, the reporter said that he 
could find no dissident voice on campus, though he had 
tried. The editor was astounded in view of the magnitude of 
the movement. So he called a seminary professor to check it 
out. To his relief, the editor was told that there were indeed a 
few skeptics around, but that for the moment critics had gone 
underground. During those first days of the revival, it was 
simply embarrassing for one claiming any degree of objec-
tivity to gainsay the reality of what God was doing. 

The shortwave radio has also been an instrument useful to 
the revival witness. Ham operators used the college trans-
mitter to relay the news to friends around the world. Students 
whose parents serve abroad in missionary service found it 
especially convenient. In some instances those contacted in 
far places have reported back that revival has broken out after 
they have repeated the story. 

Recorded testimonies of the revival have likewise become 
a means of getting out the message. After one church in 
Illinois heard a tape of the revival testimonies, twenty-five 
people came forward to the altar and made a new commit-
ment of their lives to God. 

A ham radio operator in Kansas City, Missouri, played a 
revival tape to another operator in Brazil. He recorded it and 
played it to his congregation, and, to their amazement, revival 
came to this Brazilian congregation. 

A similar story is told of a tape played at a meeting in 
Tegucigalpa, Honduras. Upon hearing the sounds of revival, 
the group found themselves on their knees seeking the same 
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refreshing wind of the Spirit. 
Personal letters have been used to accomplish the same 

results. One family in Ohio received a lener from a daughter 
who reported what had happened when God took over the 
campus. That evening in church they read the letter to the con-
gregation. The Holy Spirit moved mightily upon the people, 
and a revival began which lasted for days with hundreds of 
spiritual victories won. 

A letter came from an Air Force chaplain in Thailand in 
which he wrote, "When I read in a letter how God is sending 
revival at Asbuty, my heart was touched, my spirit revived, my 
faith renewed, and I wept openly as I read it again and again. 
This Sunday I am going to depart from military routine, lay 
aside the formal service and read this letter about the revival. 
Pray with me that revival will come to my men." 

One of hundreds of personal letters to public leaders was 
sent by an Asbury student to the editor of her home town 
newspaper. It was printed in the Citizen Patriot in Jackson, 
Michigan: 

There is a new kind of demonstration at Asbuty during 
these days of national college sit-ins-not in the adminis-
tration offices, but in the college and seminary chapels. 
Students are throwing around a lot of three-, four- and 
five-letter words, too. Words like "joy," "love," "pray" 
and "faith." 

The letter went on to tell something about the spontaneous 
revival and how students were seeking meaning for their lives 
and "finding it through faith in Jesus Christ." 

They plan to turn the world upside-down-not because 
they're troublemakers, but for the sake of Jesus Christ! 
They want to go to other campuses--not to cause a riot, but 
to share the spirit of revival! The demonstration is a de-
monstration of faith. It is not getting out of hand for it is in 
God's hand. 
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This published letter brings out another means of outreach 
-the press. Though not a part of the revival community, their 
reporting of what they saw and felt doubtless has been a 
notable factor in the transmission of the revival story. 

Wanting to do nothing to "sensationalize" the revival, the 
College Public Relations Office waited a full twenty-four 
hours from the onset of the movement before making an 
initial news release. After taking those measures which were 
normal for any item of news, the college administration orga-
nized itself to meet what became an onslaught of reporters 
from newspapers, magazines, radio, television and the wire 
services. Daily, and later weekly, news releases on the latest 
happenings were prepared for dissemination, and dozens of 
pictures were made available to the press. Representatives of 
the Associated Press were on campus daily to observe the 
proceedings and to interview students, faculty and visitors. 

On the second day, television cameramen made their first 
of many forays into Hughes Auditorium to record video tapes 
of the tremendous service while in progress. Again, college 
officials, though allowing the newsmen to move freely, did 
nothing to stage any special scenes. 

One newsman, after getting a story, said that it was heart-
warming to report something good for a change. "I'm sick 
and tired of covering campus riots," he said. Then, as if 
having an afterthought, he added, "If those kids run out of 
something to pray for about two o'clock in the morning, ask 
them to pray for me." Strangely this reverent attitude generally 
characterized the reporting of the revival. It would have been 
easy to write articles in a way to suggest ridicule, but such 
was never done. The appreciative-and at times almost 
jubilant-reaction of the press appeared to be itself another 
manifestation of divine control in the movement. 

Leading newspapers across America carried the reports. 
Often the latest news was printed in banner headlines on the 
front page with three- and four-column pictures. Foreign 
papers as far away as Singapore picked up news stories from 
correspondents. 

Countless feature articles and editorials were written by 
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men and women who wanted to "tell it like it is" and beyond 
that to challenge and encourage their readers to stop, read, 
think and give God a chance. 

Perhaps none has said it more succinctly and unforgettably 
than Don Daniels in his column in the Wheeling News-Register 
(West Virginia) of February 8, 1970, as follows: 

Did you hear about the love-in at Asbury College? 
Shucks, I'll bet you never even heard of Asbury College. 

Or of Wilmore, Kentucky, where it is. And Asbury College is 
only a short clip shot away from a theological seminary; so 
it is a kinda unlikely place for a love-in, wouldn't you think. 

Let me tell you about it because this is Sunday and as far 
as I know the love-in is still going on. 

It seems that Tuesday morning about 10 o'clock people 
gathered for a "Testimony Service" at the college chapel. By 
late Wednesday-much longer than 24 hours later-the ser-
vice was still going on. This was a love-in for Christ! 

Isn't that amazing? And encouraging? 
There are about 1,000 studenl5 at Asbury College. By 

Wednesday morning nearly all of them had come to speak 
their faith. The estimate was that possibly 2,000 persons, 
many of them townspeople and many from a great distance, 
had heard the word and joined the throng. 

That makes me feel kinda good inside. 
And little Asbury College will probably get a paragraph 

or two from the wire services. After all, nothing happened 
there. Nobody kidnapped the college president. There 
wasn't a single window broken in the administration build-
ing. The only cops on the scene indulged in prayer and not 
"brutality. " 

No news in that, is there? 
Except for me. I think there is a lot of news in that. 

Good, gutty news that tells me there remains on the nation's 
campuses a hard core sense of morality, and that in the fmal 
analysis the mark on history will be written by the people 
who spurn the podium of militant dissent in favor of a quiet 
place to talk with God. 
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Now, Citizen, it matters little to me what your faith is. 
I don't know if Asbury is a Baptist school. The girl who 

called said only it is a "Christian" school. That's good enough 
for me. And if a man wants to stand and "testify" and say 
that he has found a comfort and a strength in his faith then I 
would have to count myself a fool to laugh or sneer at him. 

And I think if a man flings his glove of faith in the face of 
the howling mob then it must give each of us an inspiration. 

I care not if you are Christian or Jew, Hindustani or 
Buddhist; I must believe that it starts the adrenaline running 
just a little swifter when a group of young people sponta-
neously gather in consort to sing whatever battle hymn is 
theirs. 

I think it's news. News of the first order. 
It is news that in a small Kentucky town-maybe a dozen 

or so miles from Lexington-at an obscure little school some 
young people have offered a vital transfusion for the weary 
veins of a sometimes staggering nation. It is precisely the 
type of blood we need. 

Someday, I suppose all of the people of the world will 
come to believe that there is but one God, as most probably 
they do already. When the time comes that we can all agree 
on a single name for the Supreme Being, we will have at last 
established that vital key for communication ... and I presume 
we will then find a fashion for living under a single banner. 

You all know me, a busted down Catholic, a sometimes 
dissident Christian who drinks too much and smokes too 
much and favors miniskirts on everyone but my wife and my 
sister. So I guess I got no right to even take a distant part of 
the action from Asbury College. 

But it somehow reassures me, I know this, Patriot. While 
the lion roams the streets and the fires of fury burn in the 
land and the wind of conflict sears our cities, I can join no 
other battle line than that formed by the young people at 
Asbury College. 

I'm gonna get on the side where God is. 
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"Jf my prople - are cal1eJ by my name 

humble themselves, cuul pray cuul suk my faa, 
cuul fum frem their widu4 ways, 

then [) will hetu- from heaven, cuul will forgive 

their sin arul he41their lmul" 
-II CHRONICLES 7: 14 RSV. 
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Crisis and Opportunily 
Harold Spann 

1970 

ow, months after that historic 
morning of February 3, people 

are wondering about the future . 
Harley Bierce, writing about the Asbury 

revival in a front-page story in The Indian-
apolis wistfully asked, "Could it really 
be in the last third of the sophisticated, 
electronic, space-hopping twentieth 
century, that a great 'spiritual awakening' 
has begun to sweep America?" The reporter 
could scarcely believe that "such a thing-
without charismatic leadership, without 
widespread publicity, without emotional 
gimmicks" could spread "like a prairie fire 
from mid-America to both oceans." 

Yet it is clear that something ignited 
and is still burning at Asbury College. 
Without any planned strategy, the revival 
has seared into the hearts of multiplied 
thousands of people from coast to coast. 
It has penetrated to Canada in the north 
and as far south as Brazil. Its effects have 
been felt as far away as Japan and Africa. 

The wa y that the movement has spread 
so quickly underscores a deep hunger for 
God. There is a worldwide spiritual 
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vacuum today which all our ecclesiastical structures and material 
affluence have not filled. Multitudes are disillusioned with the 
superficiality of so much that goes on in the name of religion. 
Pious platitudes, beautiful ceremonies and social activism have 
not satisfied their soul. 

While many people have rejected the organized church with 
its creeds and rules, they will respond to a person who is walk-
ing evidence of the transforming power of Jesus Christ. When a 
thousand young people on a college campus stand and sing 
"He touched me, He touched me, and now I am no longer the 
same," they sing it as a testimony to what has really happened 
to them, and people begin to listen closely! And when they go 
out over the land intoxicated with joy to tell with simplicity and 
faithfulness what great things God has done for them, people 
begin to seek for the same touch of God upon their own lives. 

Here, at the point of spiritual reality, contact can be made 
with vast numbers of people who are tired of playing church. 
They may not be religious experts, but they have enough sense 
to know that God is alive and want to know Him in genuine 
experience. However it may be defined, these honest hearts 
want revival which is the reality of Christ in the inner man that 
pervades the whole fiber of life. 

The Asbury outpouring has brought this experience into 
dramatic focus. Herein lies the appeal and validity of the move-
ment-not the surprising way it began, nor the unusual pattern 
of the marathon services. These phenomena, though fasci-
nating, are incidental to the deep, lasting work of the Holy 
Spirit in the lives of people. 

This is what revival is all about: people coming alive to God. 
Persons frustrated in their own self-centeredness are set free . 
The heart is made clean. Prayer breathes the air of heaven. The 
Bible speaks with meaning and authority. Newborn faith lays 
hold upon the promises of God. Joy fills the heart with singing. 
Praise of the Most High pulsates through life. There are still 
temptations to overcome and sufferings to endure, but through 
it all, the light of Christ shines through. Jesus is real! 

When viewed from the perspective of vital Christianity, 
actually there is nothing unusual about this experience. The 
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emotional intensity of the moment will fluctuate, but if men 
lived in the fullness of the Spirit of Christ, as God desires, 
revival would be a constant reality. 

For many people, this is the case. Hence, it can be said that 
a deep revival current is always flowing in the spiritual life of 
the true church. But there are seasons in the providence of 
God when this stream seems to break forth in mighty power, 
touching great numbers of people. It is during these great 
movements of revival that the work of the Holy Spirit is 
brought into boldest relief. 

When people remove the roadblocks between them and 
God, it is not long before barriers with their fellowmen are 
also removed. Revival makes people love each other-not 
some vague, fickle affection for humanity in general, but 
rather the definite, abiding love for people as persons. 

Exemplifying this spirit was the girl who stood one day in 
the Asbury auditorium to say in a whisper, "I love you. I have 
laryngitis; I can't speak. I just want to stand here and love 
you." So she just stood there and smiled at the vast audience 
for two whole minutes. The message came through. 

In such a spirit of love, whether it is on a college or 
university campus, in a church or community, in government 
or the nation, reconciliation follows. Grudges are gone, pre-
judices forgotten. Many a person arose from the altar with a 
new attitude toward racial problems. Black and white stood 
side by side and shared their Saviour's love. Divisions were 
healed between faculty and students. Even the generation gap 
seemed to evaporate. One eighty-year-old grandmother 
expressed the secret pretty well when she testified like a 
teenager, "I'm high on Jesus." 

Where this feeling abounds, minor differences between 
church bodies also become unimportant. It would have 
seemed ridiculous to have asked a fellow worshiper in those 
days of revival if he were a Baptist or a Methodist, Calvinist or 
Arminian, Protestant or Catholic. In the fellowship of the Spirit, 
Jesus Christ is Lord of all! 

Those of us concerned about ecumenical relations should 
take note of this. The Asbury revival has made it clear that 
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Christian unity comes in Pentecost. If we seek it in any other 
way, as through super -organization or merger, we are only 
fooling ourselves. 

Out of revival comes the dynamic for a compelling evan-
gelism and social concern. Christians are gripped by a con-
sciousness of the "love that will not let them go. n Constrained 
by this experience, they reach out to get hold of their fellow-
men with a love that will not let them go. No person is too 
low, no place too insignificant for them to go. 

Since the revival's beginning, thousands of people have 
become involved in various kinds of redemptive ministry. 
Some visit homes for the aged; some work with delinquents 
and school dropou ts; some are becoming more active in com-
munity affairs. On one day, scores of seminary students went 
out to clean up a garbage dump, sweep the streets and paint 
a widow's house. 

Most impressive has been the way people have fanned out 
across the nation to share their testimony. On some weekends 
as many as two-thirds of the Asbury student body were away 
on these witness excursions. Where they have gone, others 
have caught the vision. By now a veritable army of people 
have seen God use them in this way. 

To a remarkable degree, the revival has given practical 
substance to the New Testament concept of the priesthood of 
all believers. Distinctions between clergy and laity have all 
but vanished. People are learning as never before that they 
can and must minister as servants of Christ. 

Usually, they are not gifted speakers; nor are they espe-
cially well-trained in methods of evangelism. Yet people 
marvel at their ability to communicate. The sincerity and 
earnestness of their approach command respect. They know 
whereof they speak, and they are not afraid to say it. As one 
witness boldly affirmed, "I feel like Paul walking into a city 
with the message of God." 

Even more refreshing, youth are primarily doing the 
talking-that group sometimes wrongly dismissed as "the lost 
generation." More than their parents, they are willing to throw 
caution to the wind and get out with the gospel "where the 
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action is." God is showing us the powerful potential of young 
people whose boundless energies and contagious enthusiasm 
have been released for good through a moment of a divine 
encounter with Him. 

Let no one think that every problem has been solved or is 
being solved by this present spiritual awakening. Not every 
person is revived. Not every human circumstance is pene-
trated. Some refuse to heed the call of God. Some choose 
their own way rather than His. 

Revival does not mean that man's humanity is overthrown 
nor his will preempted by God. But revival gives to man a 
new perception of his weakness. Man sees that, after all, he is 
but a creature of flesh, finally dependent upon God alone. In 
recognition of his hel plessness, man knows the futility of 
living to and for himself. Those things that matter in eternity 
begin to come into view. Human plans and schedules and 
calendars fade into the background. Christ becomes the Lord 
of life, and before Him every knee must bow. 

Overshadowing it all is the commanding sense of the 
Divine Presence. A revived seminarian summed it up in one 
word: Immanuel (God with us). So great was this feeling that 
when three cultured ladies from Chattanooga walked into the 
back of Hughes Auditorium, one of them said, "I must take 
off my shoes, for this is holy ground." She did and her two 
companions did likewise. In their stocking feet they walked 
forward and knelt at the altar for prayer. 

It is not impertinent to ask, "But why at Asbury?" After all, 
it is a small college in a somewhat obscure village tucked 
away in a rather remote section of the country. If one drew 
any conclusion about revival from Asbury's location, it would 
have to be in its unpretentious circumstance. One Texas 
pastor said, after visiting the campus for the first time, "Why, 
it is so insignificant that it is significant." 

In point of fact, of course, what happened at Asbury in 
other ways has occurred in many places. But this observation 
only enhances the question of why movements of the Spirit 
on this scale seem to come in some places and some periods 
more than others. Probably there is no adequate answer. We 
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must acknowledge that it is a mystery. What God does in 
revival, finally, is by His own sovereign choice. No man can 
explain it; still less can he ever take any credit for what is 
done. In the presence of revival, one does not need to under-
stand-only to take off his shoes. 

Nevertheless, the mighty power by which God breaks 
through human impotence is not inconsistent with His Word. 
Though revivals are a display of su pernatural grace, they are 
given by God when His will is sought by man. 

Underlying this condition is the recognition of divine 
authority. There is little point in talking about revival unless 
we believe what God says. If there is some doubt about the 
integrity of His Word, there is likely to be little concern for 
people to measure their lives by it. For this reason theological 
positions which discredit the Holy Scriptures never produce 
revival. 

It is, therefore, very significant that the present movement 
of revival has emerged in evangelical colleges. This does not 
imply that these schools have measured up to all their pro-
fessions. But at least they revere the Bible and acknowledge 
its precepts as the rule of life. Such faith provides a setting 
conducive to spiritual sensitiveness and perception. Where 
the movement has spread to some secular campuses and 
liberal churches, invariably it has come through groups of 
witnesses imbued with an evangelical spirit. 

The Word written in the Bible reveals the living Word in 
our midst-Jesus Christ. As He is lifted up, we see how far 
short our own lives have fallen. The props of self-sufficiency 
are knocked down. We are found out for what we are-. SInners. 

Repentance is a complete house cleaning. There can be no 
compromise with sin. God will not put the beauty of His 
holiness on the bargain counter of man's carnal market place 
at a reduced Anything known to be an impediment to 
our character in Christ must be removed. The thousands of 
confessions these last months have been characterized by a 
fear of pretense. Again and again, people have bared their 
souls. It has not been easy. Most of us have had to make 
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confessions, but we have learned anew that God's love shines 
only through broken and contrite spirits. 

It has been seen, too, how self-disclosure in one person 
encourages another troubled heart to be honest. Also by 
sharing our weaknesses we are drawn closer to each other for 
strength. 

When one's heart is free, then the Spirit of Jesus can flow 
through in holy intercession. Such praying becomes more 
intense as the burden increases. It will bring one to the cross. 
It will make him search his motives. It will lead one to make 
himself available for God to use as He pleases. 

In such prayer, one completely enters into the mystery of 
what God does in revival. Jesus has said, "Whatsoever you 
ask in My Name, I will do it ... " Oohn 14:13 RSV). How God 
answers one's supplications lies in the jurisdiction of His own 
perfect will, but assurance is given that, in His will, nothing is 
impossible. 

Much prayer had been offered for revival at Asbury. For 
years, some had been fervently interceding. A time of turmoil 
on Asbury's campus two years before accentuated this con-
cern. In addition to the thousands of God's people holding up 
the schools in their private devotions, there were numbers of 
prayer groups in the community church and on both college 
and seminary campuses. A series of revival services at the 
local United Methodist Church in January deepened the 
burden. 

As events have unfolded since February 3, it has become 
apparent that the extent of prayer for revival was far greater 
than anyone then knew. Again and again persons have told 
of unusual promptings to pray for Asbury, some in most un-
expected places. For example, a pastor of a small Quaker 
Church in Ohio related how early this year this impulse sud-
denly came upon him. It was strange because neither he nor 
his family have any direct relation to Asbury. Yet so persistent 
was the impression that he mentioned it to his wife, and the 
two took the burden to the Lord. A few days later he read in 
the newspaper of a mighty revival at Asbury. Checking back, 
he found that it began soon after he felt the burden to pray. 
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If the full story were ever to be known, doubtless there 
were hundreds, if not thousands, of burdened people like this 
around the world on their knees pleading for Asbury. The 
same could be said of every other place that has known great 
revival. They will never be known on this earth, but their 
prayers have been heard in heaven. 

That is the way revival comes. It starts as people pray. Their 
numbers may not be large in the beginning. In schools and 
churches across the land, it has been shown that revival begins 
with the few who care. Bu t as they get the channels open to 
the throne of God, and share His love with others, revival 
spreads from the center to the circumference in an ever-
widening circle of flaming witness . 

A glimpse of what this means has been given through the 
events reported in this book. Undoubtedly, what has been told 
is only a small part of God's movement through many ave-
nues of revival in our day. The external mode and expression 
may vary from place to place and from person to person. But 
the deep, abiding reality of the Divine Presence is the same. 

The hope is that this experience, however manifest, will 
envelop the church. There docs not a ppear to be any other 
solution to the complexity of problerns that surround us. 

Our day is one of confusion and disillusionment. The 
optimism of the early part of the twentieth century has been 
destroyed by the harsh realities of a warring world. The ques-
tion in the theological circles now is whether there is any basis 
for hope . The theologians search. The secular world wonders. 
The institutions which have been the heart of our society and 
our glory are now under brutal attack. The foundations 
tremble. Old norms are challenged. Many want to determine 
their own laws. The darkness has deepened and man has lost 
his way. Worse-he has lost his nerve. 

Man has tried his best devices . They have failed. Perhaps 
the despair of finding any human way of deliverance, cou pled 
with the threat of impending catastrophe, will bring men to 
face reality. It has happened before . In fact, the greatest 
national revivals of the past have come during the darkest 
periods of church history. In such hours of hopelessness, men 
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have looked up in the night and found the stars still shining. 
Sometimes these awakenings have saved the nation from 
disaster. In other times they have prepared the church to face 
judgments to come. 

What it will be in our generation, no one now can say, but 
the Almighty has come to stand in the midst of the clamor 
and turmoil of the world to repeat His invitation. "If my 
people who are called by my name humble themselves, and 
pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then 
I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal 
their land. JJ (2 Chronicles 7: 14 RSV). 

Now is the hour of decision. Man must bring himself to 
participate in a divine moment of redeeming grace. No one 
can afford to gamble on when this opportunity may end or 
what the future holds. Finally, the future holds nothing but 
God. 
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but we will remesrJJer the ruune. of Ik 

Lord our &cxl.11 

-PSALM 20:7 KJV. 
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Campus for 

Dennis F. Kinlaw 
1970 

rrhe most beneficent influences in 
society have found their 

inception in a moment when God acts. To 
a revived heart, truth becomes more than 
an idea. It is a vital reality which must be 
translated into life. That is why the moral 
earnestness of revival converts had much 
to do with the abolition of slavery, the 
temperance movement, a growing concern 
for child welfare, medical aid for the sick, 
education for all, women's suffrage, the 
reclamation of the socially lost, such as 
the prostitu te and the criminal, and the 
giving of the gospel to those where its 
truth had never gone. When God comes 
in a moment of quickening illumination, 
the results are large and the shadow long. 

Unfortunately, modern church leaders 
have been more enamored of the by-
products of revival than by the saving 
activity that made them possible. It seems 
that when man's view of eternity is 
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dimmed, he may still be able to see the relevance of the tem-
poral accompaniments. 

Our generation needs again to examine the root of our 
heritage, not just its fruit From the days of the Puritan fathers, 
who insisted upon a personal experience of conversion before 
admission to membership in the church, American life has 
been permeated by an evangelicalism that not only has valued 
revival but has demanded it for its own maintenance. This has 
given to American life much of the "soul" that it has exhibited 
through the years. Its values, its ideals, its sensitivities have 
been deeply informed by spiritual revival. Even those who 
decry revivalism admit this influence. 

It may come as a surprise to some today, but not to any 
American historian, that the concern for higher education on 
this continent was rooted in spiritual revival. When the Spirit 
of God touches a man's heart and renews it, there is an ac-
companying effect upon the mind. The quickening of the 
Spirit affects the intellect, as well as the soul. The result is a 
hunger for knowledge, for truth and for an understanding of 
the relationship between the two. This impulse finds added 
strength in the revival emphasis upon the Christian's respon-
sibility as a priest of God and the corresponding need to be 
trained in the Scriptures in order to fulfill this ministry. 

It is no accident then that American revivalism has been 
closely related to the American campuses. William Warren 
Sweet points out in Revivalism in America that six of the nine 
colonial colleges of the United States established before 1769 
had some relationship directly or indirectly to the great 
revivals that swept the American colonies. 

Princeton University is a case in point. Founded in 1746 as 
a child of Presbyterian revivalism, its chief purpose was to 
prepare young men to carry on the revival witness. Its first five 
presidents were all outstanding revival preachers. For years 
this school sent out men burning with a zeal for evangelism. 
Their witness flavored large segments of the Presbyterian 
Church. 

To mention the names of colleges and universities that 
were either the by-products of revival or heavily influenced by 
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revival is to list most of the great names in the early history of 
higher education: Yale (CN), Brown (RO, Dartmouth (NH), 
Rutgers (N]), Columbia (NY), Hampden-Sydney (VA), Williams 
(MA), the University of Pennsylvania cPA), Washington and 
Lee (VA), Allegheny cPA), Oberlin-(OH), Bucknell (PA), to 
mention a few. 

It was largely the revivalistic denominations that sprinkled 
the landscape of nineteenth century America with academic 
institutions. The Methodists and Baptists are the chief ex-
amples. Both are strongly revivalistic, and, between them, they 
established fifty-five colleges across the nation between 1830 
and 1861. Sweet states that during the first half of the nine-
teenth century an ovelWhelming majority of the colleges 
founded west of the Allegheny Mountains "were established 
and fostered by the revivalistic churches, and in all of them 
revivalism was kept continuously alive. n Many of these schools 
are now among the most highly respected of our institutions 
of higher learning. 

In keeping with this heritage, revivals have been familiar 
experiences in American colleges. In 1802, for example, a 
great awakening came to Yale. Under the preaching of its 
president, one-third of the students were converted, and thirty 
became ordained ministers of the Gospel. The whole life of 
the college was changed. What happened there was charac-
teristic of similar revivals at the same time at Amherst (MA), 
Dartmouth (NH) and Williams (MA). The revivals at Asbury 
and many other colleges today belong to this tradition. In a 
profound sense, they call attention to those basic priorities 
which give direction and purpose to all intellectual pursuit. 
The revivals also show clearly that academic pursuits need not 
detract from vital piety. One of the marks of a visitation of 
God is that those who participate sense the authenticity and 
the truth of the movement. But for those who are not involved 
-who only hear from the lips of another-the report may 
seem dismissable. Those in the midst of revival find it is self-
authenticating. No man needs to be introduced to his Maker 
when He comes. Perhaps this may be one of the reasons why 
revival usually makes large inroads into the youth of a 
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community. Their desire for reality finds here its satisfaction. 
The result is that again and again the leaders in revival have 
been the young. 

Today there is much discussion of student power. Many 
talk as if this were something new. A realistic look at the 
history of Christianity will teach that it has always attracted 
the young and that they have always wielded great power. 
Jesus Himself was only in His early thirties when He died. 
His major disciples were young people by loday's standards. 
TIuoughout the history of the church, youth have rallied to 
His challenge. Not only have they found something authentic 
to meet their inner needs, but they have found a sense of 
mission that has given eternal purpose and meaning to life. In 
a moment of confrontation with Christ, they have found their 
reason for living. 

Illustrative of this is the story of the beginning of the 
modern American missionary movement. Perhaps the most 
significant single event in that incredible story is the meeting 
of two sophomores and three freshmen from Williams College 
in what was later to be known as the Haystack Prayer 
Meeting. 

Or consider the meeting in the summer of 1886 when 251 
collegians gathered from various colleges and universities of 
America to spend four weeks in prayer and Bible study with 
D. L. Moody. When the group gathered, there were three 
young men who already had become concerned about the 
evangelism of the world. During the next four weeks the 
moment of call came to ninety-seven others. From this group 
came the Student Volunteer Movement, with its passion for 
winning the world for Christ, which ultimately led to the 
planting of missionaries from its membership around the 
world. The names of John R. Mott, Robert Speer, Robert 
Wilder, Samuel Zwemer bring to the minds of those who 
know the story the memory of the stream of influence that 
emanated from those students. So great was that impact that it 
helped to change the character of world history in the 
twentieth century. The full story of the influence of these 
young men and their followers on the social, political, 
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educational and charitable institutions of the world-to say 
nothing of the religious--has yet to be wrinen. 

The twentieth century has been one in which the map of 
the earth has been transformed. To some extent this has been 
due to military conquest; however, most of the change has 
been due to the conquest of ideas. Concepts of equality, 
brotherhood, human dignity and freedom have created aspira-
tions in the minds and breasts of the peoples of the earth. 

These ideas were not indigenous to all the nations of man-
kind. Most of them were carried first across the world by the 
members of the Haystack Prayer Meeting and the young men 
who met with Moody and the successors of both groups. The 
world took little notice of either of those student meetings; 
yet, the final history of the twentieth century may refer to 
both of these as decisive moments. When God comes to visit 
His people, that moment is never an end. God comes, and 
something begins. The shadows that are cast are not just 
longer; they rna y be eternal. 

That is why many are thanking God for the revivals that 
have come to so many schools and churches during these last 
months. More than anyone can now estimate, these acts of 
God are among the most meaningful events of our time. 
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" yau. will receive power when the %ly 

Spirit c:ana on you; anJ you will be my 

wilnesses ... fD the enk of the earlh." 

-ACTS 1:8 NIV. 
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9<evi:ual in Our c:Nation: 
JnlerprelaJWn 

L. Jack Gray 
1970 

EVIVALIS HERE! To make such 
affirmation at this stage may seem 

about as questionable or as convincing as 
it would have been to have announced, 
"Judgment has come!" on the day Noah 
laid the keel of the ark or "The Reformation 
is on" on the day Luther nailed his ninety-
five theses to the door or to declare, "The 
World Mission Movement is launched," 
when William Carey preached his famous 
missionary sermon from Isaiah 54:2-3, 
saying, "Expect great things from God, 
attempt great things for God." But, 
nevertheless, "REVIVAL IS HERE!" 

This is just the beginning! While God 
has permitted us to walk with Him in new 
heights, we believe that we are just in the 
foothills. The exalted peaks of the moun-
tain range of greater things lie ahead. 

February 3-10,1970, at Asbury College 
and Asbury Theological Seminary in 
Wilmore, Kentucky, will probably be the 
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date and name historians attach to the beginning of this 
period of revival. Kindred works of God have taken place in 
many other churches and communities and within smaller 
groups on college, university and seminaty campuses. 
Because the movement is still new-spontaneous and not 
confined to any given denomination or geographical area-
national secular news media and denominationally oriented 
periodicals are presently saying relatively little about a revival 
movement, but we believe this will come. There are several 
characteristics of this revival: 

This is a revival of divine initiative. During Februaty 3-10, 
1970, the events at Asbuty were so unique, unplanned, 
powerful and even unexpected that both veteran Christian 
leaders and professional secular reporters saw it as the work 
of God-a special visitation from heaven. 

Revival at Southwestern Baptist Seminaty was both unsche-
duled and unreported. There was only one twenty-minute 
exposure to a large assembly of seminarians, and that took 
place in Truett Auditorium on brief notice following chapel at 
the coffee-break time. The Spirit of God did His work in small 
groups of about 200 on a Monday evening in the Preaching 
Chapel, in classes, in spontaneous prayer groups, many dorm 
rooms and personal conferences. Scheduled, programmed 
and formal calendar events established particularly for the 
purpose of revival seemed to be bypassed by the Lord. All 
who were privileged to be involved in the events of March 
1970 were convinced both by what God did and how He did 
it, that we had experienced a unique "interruption" initiated 
by God Himself. 

Divine initiative is the Biblical pattern. God initiated 
audience with Adam who was hiding; Adam was not seeking 
God. God initiated the Flood in Noah's generation; the 
preaching of Noah and the building of the Ark were but 
man's preparation for what God assured him He was sending. 
Pentecost had been scheduled from eternity and announced 
as far back as Joel; prayer and ten days of tarrying by the 
upper room crowd prepared them to receive what God had 
initiated. 
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Many leaders, established churches, institutions and organi-
zations are responding to God's initiative in revival and be-
coming His agents of spreading it. But the revival of today, so 
far as we can discern, was on no denomination's or institu-
tion's calendar. 

This is a revival of the sovereignty of God God profoundly 
demonstrated His sovereign presence in the Asbury Revival. 
This He has continued to do through the ministry of hundreds 
from both the college and seminary. Armed with the simple 
affirmation "Jesus is Lord," a brief report of what God did at 
Wilmore and a personal testimony, Asbury witnesses have 
been fanning out across the U.S. In many services the tradi-
tional order and content of worship (songs, Scripture reading, 
sermon, formal invitation) are changed. Even when revival 
breaks out on campuses or in churches, Christian leaders 
usually occupy minimal roles. The significance of human 
in5truments is being put into healthy perspective. 

In these revival services, the time given to platform witness 
and invitation is adjusted. The usual fifty-five minute program 
directed from the pulpit by a pastor and musician and followed 
by a five-minute invitation sometimes becomes a ten- or 
fifteen-minute report and personal testimony from the pulpit 
followed by a one- or two-hour decision time which develops 
under witness from the people and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

In the Southwestern Baptist Seminary revival (which seems 
to be representative), the variety of decision5 made, numbers 
of people involved and the spontaneous way they responded 
without anyone having preached or given specific instructions 
clearly magnified that the Sovereign Lord was demanding and 
receiving private audience with individuals. The inten5ely 
personal and encouragingly discreet statements which people 
stood and made, the profound encounters with God which 
they described and the positive possession of great release, 
radiant joy and victory drove home the assurance that God 
was doing an historic and unique work in His own way on 
His own terms. 

This is a revival of cleansing the churches. It is God's 
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sovereign initiative among His people. Cleansing of the 
churches is evidenced in several ways in particular: one, 
revival of some members; two, redemption of other members; 
three, encouragement of the most faithful; and four, judgment 
of all who make no response. 

Revival is being experienced by some church folk who may 
have been members for years and rather faithful attendees and 
supporters. New depth of conviction of sin and repentance 
within the church is common. We are all familiar with convic-
tion of sin born primarily of a pricked conscience--motivated 
by having found oneself below the norm of a local church, 
drawn out by an especially direct sermon or even touched by 
the sharp edge of a portion of Scripture. But we are seeing 
today a depth of conviction, a candor in confession and a 
thoroughness of repentance that surpasses the norms of the 
past two or three decades. This is the kind that reflects marked 
kinship to the experience of Peter when "the Lord turned and 
looked at" him in the hour of his denial and he "went out and 
wept binerly" (Luke 22:61-62 RSV). Those involved experience 
spiritual purging. As one woman described herself, "I never 
felt so clean in my life." 

Church members, some of them respected and dependable 
officers, are being converted: a pastor's wife, a deacon who 
was also treasurer and Sunday school superintendent, a 
pastor's college daughter, theological students, other church 
staff members. 

An element of surprise accompanies these experiences be-
cause in the various services in which such decisions were 
made, no leader called for such a broad spectrum of re-
sponses. The quiet, intuitive probing of the Spirit of God had 
wrought His cleansing work. 

This is a revival of the people's witness. The personal testi-
monies shared from the assembly floor in the moments of ex-
perience and under evident tutelage of the Holy Spirit is one 
of the hallmarks of this revival. As reported, the verbal be-
ginnings of the Asbury revival came from the pew in a moving 
personal testimony. Even witness shared from the pulpit is 
often the telling of the speaker's experience in the pew. And, 
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uniquely, when pulpit witness is borne and opportunity is 
opened for public response, the chief witnessing service 
comes not from the preacher, but the people. The Holy Spirit 
uses the testimony of each succeeding participant as a prob-
ing word of counsel to many others. It becomes a people's 
service moving informally, powerfully and clearly under the 
superintendency of the Spirit of God. 

This is a revival of loving fellowship. Church and student 
groups who move through such a season of profound re-
newal, having been humbled before God and humiliated 
before each other, enter the bonds of warm love and a co-
hesive fellowship. There is a healthy wholeness about this 
fellowship. It centers primarily in the Person of Christ Jesus 
who, all know, has done a great work in them and among 
them. It is kept balanced in emotion and intellect and theory 
and practice by being grounded in the Bible and by stronger 
place being given the Holy Spirit. The opaqueness revealed in 
unreserved confessions and shattering repentance assures the 
participants of acceptance by the group. Masks are gone, the 
real self is out, integrity is restored. But it is not just a quiet, 
unverbalized fellowship. A witness of joyous sharing is begun 
and becomes a way of life. The revived ones seek each other 
out, both privately and publicly, in order to tell what God is 
continuing to do. This current living vitality is an integral part 
of today's revival. 

This is a revival of young people. While many adults are 
involved, the numerical strength of both renewed Christians 
and redeemed lost people is made up of largely junior high, 
high school and college youth. 

The current social, moral, political and spiritual upheaval in 
our nation in particular and in the world in general has pro-
duced an unanchored generation of youth. These conditions 
have put American young people "up for grabs." They are 
ripe for commitment to something. God is powerfully blessing 
Christian witness addressed to youth groups in churches, 
junior high and high schools and college and university 
campuses. 

A final word about the meaning of revival in our nation. 
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Three possible reasons have been offered for God's historic 
intervention into the American scene with another spiritual 
awakening. The first one has been offered by some retired 
missionaries who participated in the great revivals in China in 
the 19305. Against the backdrop of that national experience 
they suggest that God may be purging churches in the United 
States to prepare us for a national tragedy, even a world 
communist takeover. God forbid! 

A second, and much happier, interpretation is that He is 
getting us ready for the return of the Lord. Until revival takes 
on international proportions, we find it difficult to relate it to 
the Second Coming of our Lord. But, revival may encompass 
the world, so let us hope, pray and work! 

A third reason given for a heavenly visitation on the Ameri-
can church scene is that the Spirit of God is getting us ready 
for the evangelization of the nation such as began on our 
eastern seaboard in 1858 and was followed by the greatest 
movement of evangelizing a nation and world mission out-
reach in the history of Christendom. How urgently this is 
needed! Our hearts leap with joy at the prospect. But 
REVIVAL IS HERE! And when God grants revival to some, 
He makes all responsible to receive it. 
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Stephen A. Seamands 
Asbury College graduate, 1970 

1995 

(" r """'" I oes a spiritual phenomenon 
j .) like the Asbury College revival 

of 1970 really have a long-term impact on 

the lives of the participants? Or, like the 

critics contend, was it merely spiritual and 

emotional hype which soon wore off and 

amounted to very little? 

In an effort to answer such questions, 

Phillip Collier, a United Methodist pastor 

in Versailles, I ndiana, and Doctor of Minis-

try student at Asbury Theological Seminary, 

sent a random sample questionnaire to 

237 persons who were students at Asbury 

College during the revival of 1970. The 

questionnaire sought to determine the 
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relationship between the spiritual lives of the participants 
during the twelve months following the revival and their 
spiritual lives twenty-five years later. Participants were also 
asked to describe what they remembered most about the 
revival. 

Collier is now in the process of determining the final re-
sults of the questionnaire. His fmdings will become a part of 
his dissertation, "The Significance of the Asbury Revival of 
1970 for Some Aspects of the Spiritual Lives of the Partici-
pants." Collier's preliminary findings serve as the basis for 
this chapter. 

VIVID MEMORIES 

twenty-five years have passed, many seem to 
recall the events of the revival as if they had just happened 
yesterday. Remembering those hours spent in Hughes 
Auditorium during the revival itself, several remarked, "it was 
as if time stood still." It was, as one aptly put it, a state of 
"suspended reality." Memories are still alive-powerfully fresh 
in their minds. The following excerpts from the survey 
represent the vivid detail of the participants' memories of the 
revival. 

As I recall the Asbury revival, I remember the abiding 
presence of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit was so evident, it 
was as if I was inhaling and exhaling the Spirit. It was [the] 
precious, sweet, aroma of His presence. Tears flowed from 
everyone [who] praised Him. The Lord's might and power 
were expressed through incredible answers to prayer. Other 
revivals broke out just by students calling home to relate 
what was occurring at Asbury. The testimonies of students 
and those attending sparked revivals all over the U.S. and 
one revival in Mexico as a student called her home there. 
The song "There's a Sweet, Sweet Spirit in This Place" cap-
sulated the aura of Hughes Auditorium. It was as if a mag-
net was in Hughes, drawing me there. I couldn't leave but 
for an hour or two at a time, I had to be there day and 
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night. Time became suspended for one week. I tasted 
heaven. 

• 
I was in a required chapel service, anxious to get out 

and go to class. I was a sophomore at Asbury and was not 
a Christian yet. When the bell rang to go to class, I noticed 
something unusual was happening and could/eel it. No one 
left the auditorium. At first I thought it was great to be miss-
ing the next class. Then I paid attention to what was going 
on, and for the first time in my life I knew there was a God 
and that He was real, loving and personal. In the first few 
hours I just watched, but less than a day later, I had given 
my heart to Him, prayed with a friend who knew I wasn't a 
Christian, and I became a Christian and have stayed true to 
it all my life thereafter. The 1970 revival was the most life-
changing experience of my life. 

• 
I had transferred in for the winter quarter a month be-

fore. So I was new to the campus. The beginning was what 
I remember as much as any other part of it. It seemed a bit 
unusual when the dean announced he was not going to 
speak as planned. I was sitting in the balcony [at the] rear 
of the auditorium. The window behind me was slightly ajar, 
and sometime during those beginning moments, I heard a 
sound-like a wind-whooshing-soft but not the normal 
wind blowing through the window. The next seven days 
were ones of a sweet spirit atmosphere in that auditorium. 

• 
The almost overpowering sense of God's presence dur-

ing Friday evening-I'll never forget it. The worship and 
praise that night has remained for 25 years as a model and 
reminder to me of what worship can really be. Through it 
all, God's love was compellingly manifested. 

• 
I most recall the student body, faculty and staff being 

glued to Hughes Auditorium. No one wanted to leave be-
cause the Holy Spirit was moving so powerfully. I recall the 
students lining up to confess and testify and the ladies trio 
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singing "Fill my Cup." I also recall the places I was privi-
leged to visit, sharing what was happening at AsbulY-
churches locally, college campuses, and, in the summer, 
South and Central America. 

• 
What I remember most is several of the "tough guys" 

(who had turned rebellious against their parents' faith) 
came to know Christ in a personal way. They were never 
the same again. The testimonies touched me as no others 
did. I also saw people who had held grudges against each 
other renew their relationships. 

• 
I recall the total spontaneity of it-no preaching, no 

pleading for people to come to the altar. After hearing so 
much about being filled with the Spirit, I recall seeking it 
for myself. That week in 1970 was a turning point in my 
life. My walk with the Lord came alive. 

• 
I remember one time, late on the first day or the second 

day when I found myself sitting behind the altar with my 
back against the stage just watching all the people praying 
at the altar and listening to the testimonies-I was laughing 
with joy. I looked at my watch and realized I had been 
sitting and laughing for over three hours! 

• 
I remember being surprised at the people who stood to 

testify in that initial chapel service. Some had been rebel-
lious against the things of the Lord. I was amazed that a 
Catholic friend from my floor came to the Lord. During the 
initial phases I remained skeptical though. I had worked 
closely in scouting with professor's children and had heard 
of the hypocrisy of some of them. I "put out a fleece" and 
said, "Lord, if this is genuine, the adults of this community 
will be changed as well." The following Sunday, Dr. 
Seamands issued a similar challenge from the pulpit. I 
joined the adults at the altar ... 

• 
The genuine change that occurred in the lives of people 
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around me; the confessions of leaders at the school and in 
the community of the need for change in their lives (people 
I thought had it all together as Christians); the humility of 
those people (adults) in leadership to make confessions to 
the student body-It could have been nothing other than 
the Holy Spirit moving in that place that caused it. 

• 
I think the first thought that comes to mind is pure un-

bounded "JOY"! It was such a season of "light and joy." It 
was as if the very air was easier to breathe! I felt we had 
been-all of Hughes AudHorium-lifted to a higher plain. 
The Holy Spirit seemed to particularly settle on that 
wonderful old auditorium. We were aware of a special 
giving of His presence all over campus but it was like 
Hughes was the "holy of holies" and that God was flowing 
from there into our lives and then to the world . 

• 
A team of us went back to our home churches in West 

Virginia and shared what had happened in our lives. I've 
never felt so empowered by God or such an overwhelming 
spirit of love. At my home church I witnessed people, who 
had been at odds for years, forgive and embrace each other 
as they opened up to "the sweet, sweet spirit" in our midst. 

These graphic memories seem to be etched indelibly in 
the minds of those who experienced God's moment of divine 
grace. When Collier first became interested in studying the 
Asbury revival, he spoke with several college alumni who 
were there. Invariably, as they shared their experiences, their 
eyes lit up and they became more animated indicating the 
depth of impact the revival had upon their lives. 

Their memories have several common themes. Most often it 
was their profound sense of the manifestation of God. It was 
unmistakably clear to every one present that God was in the 
midst of His people. Equally evident was their openness and 
honesty to God and to one another, as well as a willingness to 
do whatever was necessary to tear down barriers. Above all, 
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there was a foretaste of heaven where God dwells and reigns 
supreme in the midst of His people. 

LASTING IMPACf 

9Lave their experiences during the Asbury revival impacted 
their spiritual lives twenty-five years later? The preliminary re-
sults of the questionnaire would strongly indicate a correlation 
between their spiritual lives then and now. When asked 
whether they believed their experiences in the Asbury revival 
continue to impact their spiritual lives today, 48% indicated 
agreement and 450/0 indicated strong agreement. Only 7% felt 
the event had no effect on their lives. In the minds of over 
9QOiO of the participants, there are no doubts about the long 
term effects of the revival. 

In retrospect, how can we characterize the spiritual lives of 
those persons who participated in the revival? Has their spiri-
tual intensity waned? Naturally, the intensity of that emotional 
fervor has worn off, but what about their spiritual activities? 
The results are interesting. Nine categories were measured-
time spent in Bible study, time spent in prayer, frequency of 
openly confessing sin, frequency of testifying to others. will-
ingness to forgive others, openly expressing love for others, 
participation in church activities, participation in social mini-
stries and living a morally pure life-less than 10% of the 
participants said their level of involvement had decreased. In 
each category, over 90% said their level of involvement had 
either stayed the same (34% average for all nine categories), 
increased (36% average for all nine categories), or greatly 
increased (23% average for all nine categories). More than half 
(59% average for all nine categories) indicated there had been 
an increase in their level of involvement in spiritual activities 
since the revival. 

Admittedly, the Asbury revival cannot exclusively account 
for such spiritual vitality today. To account for such vitality, we 
would have to consider many variables that contributed to 
such an outcome. Given the fact that over 9QOA> believed that 
the revival has had a lasting impact on their spiritual lives, it 
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would at least have to be considered a significant factor, one 
of great consequence for their ongoing spiritual life. 

The argument that revivals are inconsequential in the lives 
of the participants find little support in their study. Prelimi-
nary evidence of the long-term impact of the Asbury revival 
suggests exactly the opposite. Indeed, it suggests that revivals 
serve as catalysts in people's lives, and the spiritual momen-
tum issues in practical, long-term results. Revivals are not 
meant to become ends in themselves but a significant means 
to spiritual renewal. They launch people on a journey of life-
long pursuit and service to God. Years later, such memories 
provide encouragement along the way. 

INCREASED EXPECfATIONS 

!Reflecting on my own experiences during the Asbury re-
vival, rereading the original edition of One Divine Moment, 
and considering the recollections of members of the student 
body like the ones cited here, have increased my longing and 
expectations for revival. I find myself crying out, "Lord, you 
did it in 1970, do it again! Oh, Lord, do it again!" 

Retelling stories of God's mighty actions has the mysterious 
power to do just that. That was often the case during the 
Asbury revival. Students traveled to churches or campuses 
and simply told the story of what happened at Asbury. Before 
they could finish, revival would break out in their midst 
There was power in the story then and power in the story 
now. Less than five years ago, a revival broke out on a 
midwestern Christian college campus when the guest 
preacher, a student at Asbury during 1970, told the story. My 
prayer is that reading this account of the Asbury revival will 
have the same effect. 

Consider the growing conviction of a number of Christian 
leaders who believe we are on the verge of a great revival as 
the twentieth century draws to a close-one that will be so 
far-reaching in its impact on society, that the Asbury revival 
will pale in comparison. Many are convinced that a third great 
awakening, global in scope, surpassing the first and second 
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great awakenings of the 18th and 19th centuries, is close at 
hand. Jack Hayford, pastor of The Church on the Way in Van 
Nuys, California, recently put it like this: "More and more 
sensitive, Spirit-filled believers are attesting to a sense that we 
are on the edge of something new from heaven, that God is 
'in the wings,' waiting to step onto the stage of history and 
display His power in unprecedented dimensions." 

Dr. David McKenna, president emeritus of Asbury Theolo-
gical Seminary, devoted a book to this subject several years 
ago. In The Coming Great Awakening published in 1990 he 
writes, 

Whether by divine prompting or human impulse, there 
is an air of spiritual expectancy for the 1990's that cannot 
be denied. Because I grew up in a climate of end-time pre-
dictions, I am repulsed by claims of direct revelation or 
tendencies toward ecstatic overstatement in order to draw 
attention and sell books. Yet as I have the opportunity to 
interact with the broad spectrum of theological thought and 
Christian ministries today, one indisputable fact stands out: 
There are stirrings of the Spirit in all sectors of the globe, 
which are converging with earth-shaking force. 

Is another great awakening on the way as we come to 
the dose of the twentieth century? The answer is yes. 

What are the "stirrings of the Spirit" McKenna is referring 
to? There are many which could be discussed, but let me 
simply mention one which was featured in a recent (Novem-
ber, 1994) Christianity Today news article, "Is a Global Great 
Awakening Just Around the Corner?" Its focus was the 
growing worldwide prayer movement among Christians. 
According to David Bareu, a leading Christian demographer, 
160 million Christians across the world are committed to daily 
prayer for revival and world evangelization. He also estimates 
there are 1300 global prayer networks and 10 million prayer 
groups that have revival on their agenda. 

The June 25, 1994, March for Jesus} which involved 12 
million Christians in 179 countries, and the September 21, See 
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You at the Pole campaign, with nearly 2 million high school 
students, are two of the most visible manifestations of this ex-
panding prayer movement among scores of believers. Also to 
be noted are the 175 four-day "Prayer Summits" held during the 
past five years which have been attended by 6,500 pastors and 
church leaders. Peter Wagner, professor of Church growth in 
the School of World Mission at Fuller Theological Seminary, 
sums up what is happening: "A prayer movement that greatly 
surpasses anything, perhaps in all of Christian history, is rapidly 
gaining momentum." 

What has been most striking about the recent prayer move-
ment is the unusual amount of cooperation and unity of pur-
pose across denominations and theological traditions. Evange-
licals and charismatics, mainliners and pentecostals, protestants 
and catholics are joining together in public prayer gatherings 
focusing on conversion to Christ rather than conversion to their 
particular denomination or faith tradition. Such unprecedented 
unity through prayer has convinced David Bryant, executive 
director of Concerts of Prayer International, that a great move 
of God is close at hand. "There's a work of spiritual revival 
hovering and ready to break open, U he predicts. 

Church historian Richard Lovelace also believes the prayer 
movement today may be a precursor to revival. Other histor-
ians like Mark Noll and Darryl Hart aren't so certain. They urge 
caution with regard to simplistic "cause and effect" explana-
tions of revival. 

Still an increase in prayer among believers is reason to re-
joice. ]. Edwin Orr, the great historian of revivals said, "When-
ever God is getting ready to do something new with His 
people, He always sets them to praying." That's what He seems 
to be doing now. He is stirring the hearts of His people around 
the world, calling them to pray and seek out his promises in 
these critical days. 

What is the "something new" God is getting ready to do? No 
one knows for sure. It's still too early to tell, and we should be 
hesitant to say too much. But there are three things that we do 
know. First, there are exciting and unusual stirrings of God's 
Spirit among His people across the globe. Second, from what 
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we know about the Asbury revival, we know that God can do 
amazing things. He can break down impregnable walls. He 
can walk through closed doors. He did it then. Why not 
again? And third, we know that God keeps His promises, and 
His Word is filled with promises like II Chronicles 7: 14, Joel 
2:28-32 and Hosea 10: 12. 

Knowing these promises certainly increases our longing 
and expectancy for a divine visitation. So we can cry out, 
"Lord, do it again, do it again!" At the same time we eagerly 
watch, looking for the coming great revival. 

Jeannine Brabon, serving as a missionary with OMS Inter-
national in Colombia, South America, recounts an experience 
she had several years after the Asbury revival. Her remarks 
bring together a reflection on that 1970 phenomenon and the 
increasing anticipation many have about this present age. 

In February 1975, Brabon was attending a conference on 
the Holy SPirit and prayer led by evangelist Jack Taylor in 
Madrid, Spain. He made reference to the Asbury revival of 
1970. Afterwards, Brabon describes what happened: 

The coals in my soul burst into flame. Once having lived 
through days of the Holy Spirit's obvious deep workings, 
I've never been satisfied with the norm of Christianity that 
is lived. Regardless of where I am, there is constantly a cry 
in my soul for the reviving of His people and the awaken-
ing of the lost for a hunger for God. I know it is possible 
to believe that God will allow the Holy Spirit to descend in 
transforming power upon a people. 

On that day before the evening service, I dashed home 
for a short siesta. I awoke with a start from a dream I 
thought most strange. I tried to shrug it off, but it was 
vividly etched on my mind. In my dream I was ushered 
into a room where a new born baby lay. The baby was 
placed in my arms. An indescribable thrill pierced me as I 
heard his first cry. Puzzled, I wondered why I should 
behold this "new life" first. The baby wasn't mine. Why 
should I be so privileged? While trying to grasp the 
situation, I awoke. 
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"Lord, are you trying to get through to me? Is there any 
meaning in this?" I suddenly bolted up in bed as light 
flashed through my mind. The baby ... that is the revival I've 
seen! As I hurried on to catch the subway to the service, the 
Spirit quietly spoke to me. 

U Jeannine, all that you have seen and witnessed up to 
now is just the birth of a great revival. You know the won-
der of a newborn babe and his penetrating cry. It's a marvel 
to all. The center of attention. But then as the baby grows 
and develops, others tend not to notice as much. But the 
ones caring for the 'little one' are aware of signs of growth. 
Prayer has this role in revival. The revival of 1970 didn't die. 
Today My Spirit continues breathing life. You have beheld 
revival in infancy. Believe now for full maturity. 'Said I not 
unto thee, that if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see 
the glory of God?'" Qohn 11:40). 

Humanly, it is impossible to capture in a few words the 
glimpse I had as God pulled back the curtains of eternity. 
An awesome awareness flooded my souL .. " 

This "awesome awareness" continues to increase in the 
hearts of God's people worldwide. There is a call to prepare 
for revival. He will not necessarily bring the same kind of 
spiritual awakening as He did in 1970, but He will renew and 
capture the hearts of His people. From this outpouring of His 
spirit, the flames of revival and renewal will once again be 
ignited. 
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WIRE SERVICE RELEASES FOR ALL NEWS MEDIA 

Many newspapers in America carried portions or all of the 
releases of the Associated Press on February 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 
23, March 4 and May 14, 1970. United Press International 
issued a release on April 23, 1970; and The Evangelical 
Press Association issued one on February 14, 1970. 

SELECTED FEATURE STORIES IN MAJOR NEWSPAPERS 

In addition to the regular news coverage of the wire 
services, some papers covered the revival in feature 
articles, usually written by a staff correspondent. Most 
stories had some local reference. Some had a larger 
reference to the religious life across the nation. 

Chattanooga (Tennessee) News, March 14, 17, 1970. 
The Chicago Tribune, April 12, 1970. 
The Cleveland Press, May 2, 1970; May 18, 1970. 
The Columbus (Ohio) Citizen-joumaI, July 4, 1970. 
Flint (Michigan) journal, March 14, 1970. 
Harrisburg (Pennsylvania) Evening News, April 28, 1970. 
The Indianapolis Star, February 23, 1970. 
Kankakee (Illinois) Daily journal, February 10, 1970. 
Lexington (Kentucky) Herald, February 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 14, 

18, 24, March 19, May 26, 1970. 
Lexington (Kentucky) Leader, February 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 

13, 14, 18, 23, 27; March 6, 10, 11, 20; May 14, 16, 1970. 
Louisville Courier-journal, February 5, 6, 7, 8, 14, 1970. 
Loutsvtlle Times, February 5, 6, 7, 16, 24; March 9, 1970. 
Michigan State News, (East Lansing, Michigan), February 

20, 1970. 
Middletown (Ohio) journal, March 1,4,6,1970. 
Muskegon (Michigan) Chronicle, February 28, 1970. 
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Nashville Banner, May 12, 1970. 
Nashville Tennessean, July 14, 1970. 
Parkersburg (West Virginia) Sentinel, March 14, 1970. 
Pittsburgh Press, March 10, 16, 1970. 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch, May 24, 1970. 
Seattle Times, March 25; April 25, 1970. 
Singapore Eastern Sun, March 25, 1970. 
Valdosta (Georgia) Daily Times, March 11, 1970. 
Wbeeling (West Virginia) News-Register, February 8, 1970. 
Wichita (Kansas) Eagle, May 5, 1970. 

SELECTED ARTICLES AND NEWS ACCOUNTS IN PERIODICALS 

Aimt (Finnish Herald International), June, 1970. 
The Alliance Witness, April 29, 1970. 
Christian Life, April, 1970. 
Christianity Today, February 27; March 13; April 10, 1970. 
Decision, May, 1970. 
Eternity, June, 1970. 
Evangelical Beacon, April 7, 1970. 
The Free Methodist, March 10, 31; May 26, 1970. 
Good News, April-June, 1970. 
The Herald, February 25; March 11, 25; April 8; May 6, 20. 
Herald of Holiness, March 25; April 8; June 3; July 8, 1970. 
Interpreter, February, 1970. 
Light and Life, July 14, 1970. 
Light of Life, March, 1970. 
The Missionary Standard, April, 1970; June, 1970. 
Mtssionary Tidings, May, 1970. 
Moody Monthly, May; June; July-August, 1970. 
National Enquirer, June 28, 1970. 
Thrust, April, 1970. 
United Evangelical Action, Spring, 1970. 
The WarCry, March 7; March 14, 1970. 
The Wesleyan Advocate, April 6, 20, 1970. 
Vital Christianity, April 29; May 3, 1970. 
Votce of Evangelical Methodism, March; April; June-July, 1970. 
World Vision Magazine, May, 1970. 
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PUBL.ICATIONS OF ASBURY COLLEGE AND ASBURY SEMINARY 

The Asbury Collegian, February 25; April 8; May 13, 1970. 
Asbury College Alumnus, February; April, 1970. 
Short Circutt, March 5, 1970. 
Asbury Seminary Advocate, March, 1970. 
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