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HOLY TRINITY
by
W. B. GODBEY
^'Bara

heresMfh

beginning
(Gen.

God

Elohim

ve

ha

aerets^'

created the heaven and the

1:1.)

("In the
earth").

Elohim^ which yon see in the first sentence, is the
plural for god^ as polytheism, i. e., the worship of
many gods, very quickly became the leading heresy of
the human race.
In India this day the Brahman
priests, in their infinitesimally complicated theologies,
teach three hundred thirty millions of gods.
Cain

was

and

an

worshiper of the sun,
the patriarch of the
prevalent on the earth, i. e.,

enthusiastic
and

became

stars,
popular theology ever
It nad the great run of the world
pagan polytheism.
the first forty-five hundred years, Baal, the sun god,
enjoying the pre-eminence, and his city, Baalbe?,
founded by Cain, being the capital and metropolis of
all the polj^theistic religions throughout the world,
till finally superseded by Christianity and Mohammed
moon,
most

anism,

{a) The Bible, though starting out with Elohim,
meaning gods in the plural number, i. e., the persons
of the Trinity, Father, ^^on and Holy Ghost, uni1

Holy

Trinity

clearly teaches the unity of the Divinity,
but three personalities, accommodatory to the gre t
and glorious scheme of redemption
given by the
Father, procured by the on, and e ecuted by the
Holy Ghost.
formly

and

ohn

1

-1 , "God is love," reveals to

:

divine nature, i. e., the

essence

us

the

The divine

of God.

being love is very consolatory to us, because
cannot keep from loving, and as God is immutable,

essence

love

He loves

us,
1 : "God

on

we are

forever and ever, and how much He loves
:
ohn
utterly incompetent to conceive.
loved the world that he gave his only be
that whosoever believeth on him should

so

on,
perish, but have eternal life." In vain have ora
tors and poets studied and labored to tell the depth
and height and length and breadth of God's love for
fallen humanity.

gotten
not

''Oh, for
Their
nd

all

Their

" ngels,
trike

this love, let rocks
lasting silence break,
harmonious
avior ^s

assist

human

and

hills,

tongues,

praises speak.

our

mighty joys,
gold,
highest notes,

your harps of
nd when you reach your
all

Hj.s love

can

While love is His

ne'er be told."

omnipotence, i. c, abso
lute and unlimited power omniscience, i. e., know
ing everything, absolute and unrestricted knowledge
and omnipresence, i. c, being everywhere at the same
moment, constitute the attributes of the Divinity.
essence,
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Even the

light

of nature very

clearly reveals the nece
sity
appertaining to the Divinity
the
superinduced by
incompetency of finite minds to
understand these divine attributes, which are clearly
taught in His revealed Word.
of these attributes

While

we

learn much from the

light

of nature, the

universal presence of the Holy
pirit shining into our
minds and illuminating, our hearts, and the providence

God, by which
absolutely need a
fortify us against

of

of mistakes and

by

we

everywhere environed,

are

revelation

from

God

we

Himself

to

liability to run into all sorts
superstitions, as we see demonstrated
our

the whole heathen world.

(h) While the light of nature and human con
science, illuminated by the omnipresent Holy
pirit,
teaches the e istence of God everywhere, as the untu
tored savage, in his primeval wilds, sees God in the
clouds and hears Him in the winds whose soul proud
science never taught to stray, far as the solar walk or
the Milky Way and we by these same monitors are
taught that God ought to be worshipped, without the
revealed Word we would never know how to worship
Him acceptably, as, in bygone ages, the most cruel
atrocities, even to offering human sacrifices, have been
perpetrated in the vain attempts of guilty humanity
to appease the wrath of a sin-avenging God and wor
ship Him acceptably.
Mohammed

saw

the world full and

running

over

worship,
got light enough to see that it was not true
o he settled down
and that there is only one God.
hard
in
monotheism, so as to even e strong,
rigidly

with

idol

sources

and

from

udaism

and

other

Holy Trinity
elude and

repudiate

avior of the world

the

constantly
of
the Di
unity
teaching
His
is
that
prophets, whom
correct), and
vinity (which
He sends out to teach all people how to worship, serve
and obey Him on earth as the angels obey Him in
oran the absolute

in his

But the omission of the Ohristhood leaves

Heaven.

religion as incompetent to save as the
polytheism of the heathens^ who are deeply convicted
Mohammed's
of their

know

sinfulness

no

and

need

of

salvation

and

still

avior.

only the one God in all the universe,
w^ho created everything. He reveals Himself to us in
three distinct personalities, accommodatory to our fin
ite senses, so as to enable us to apprehend and appropri
ate the great and glorious plan of salvation, given by
the Father, purchased by the
on, and e ecuted by the
Therefore
in
our
Holy pirit.
worship, we offer our
adoration and lift up our petitions, supplications and
intercessions directly to the Father, in the name of
the on, and by the power of the Holy
pirit.
While there is

(c)

While

we

see

in the first

verse

of the Bible

that the creation of this world and all other worlds

is

imputed to Elohim (which is the plural of Eloah,
including the Father, on and Holy Ghost), in the
first chapter of both Ephesians and Colossians and
some other
criptures, we see the creation imputed to
the
on, revelatory of the great Bible fact that the
Divinity becomes creative in the person of the on.
How natural to see the Father doing mighty works
through the instrumentality of the on.
esus Himself teaches His

own

unity

with the Father: "I and my Father

are

and

identity

one, I in the
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Father and the Father in
you have

seen

If you

see

Here you

see

rae.

the Father."

hilip,
me,
He reveals

identity. When the cripture appertains to the
redemptive scheme, throughout the Old Testament we

their
have

ehovah and not Elohim.

We find the

ehovah

of the Old Testament identical with the Christ of the

ew.

Baptist testify at this salient point.
world, aroused from the prophetical
interregnum of four hundred years, since the days of
Malachi, by the wonderful preaching of ohn the
Baptist, rising on tiptoe, all thrilled with the appre
hension of the Christhood in this wonderful prophet,
finally concluding to hang the problem on his per
sonal veracity, which no one doubted, sent to him the
delegation of priests and Levites to publicly ask him
the grave and important question, " rt thou the Christ,
or do we look for another?" he responded promptly,
"I am not the Christ, but the voice of one roaring in
the wilderness,
repare ye the way of the Lord and
Let

ohn the

When the Hebrew

make his

paths straight."
Isaiah, from which book this is taken,
see he says, " repare ye the way of
ehovah,"

Go back to
and you

therefore you see the ehovah of the Old Testament
is the Christ of the New.

(d) Now hear aul's testimony (1 Cor. 1 :11):
"They tempted Christ and were destroyed by ser
pents." Go to the Book of Numbers and read the
inspired history of the serpentine invasion of the He
brew encampment, and you will find it says " ehovah."
aul corroborates the testimony of. the
Therefore
heroic Baptist, in confirmation of the important fact
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throughout

ehovah

that the

the

identical with the Christ of the

establishing
Christ

was

consolatory

the

Testament

New

fact that

thus

forever

beginning, in
ehovah, and in

the e carnate

new, the incarnate

braham, dwelling

on

by
plain

the

to him in

when the Lord

came

panied by

angels

His

personal

of Mamre in his
a

tent,
i)ody, accom
bodies, and they

human

also in human

does not

nder

four
permitted
in 1
, 1
, and 1 11 and, if He
, 1
take me to Heaven, in His providence, I e

tree,

dinners

the

visit to

ate their dinners with him under the oak tree.

this

the

esus.

This is also corroborated

two

is

wonderful

our

in the world from the

dispensation,

old

Old

the

Lord

has

me

to

eat

pect to eat another dinner under that venerable tree
along with a number of the dear Holiness people who
are

asking

from New

embarking
returning late in

the Lord to let them go with me,

pril 1, 1 1 ,

York,

and

une.

s this visit of

place

our

three thousand

Lord and the two

angels

took

eight hundred years ago, you see
tree to live.
It would be for the

long for a
oak, but not for the alestinian, which sends
up sprouts from its roots, developing new trunks as
the old perish, which is really the case with that his
toric tree, now having several trunks, one about dead,
another mature, another large but still growing, an
other a sapling, and another only the si e of my finger.
The spot and the tree have been watched and commem
orated throughout the ages as sacred souvenirs of
that is too

merican

our

wonderful

avior and Father

If the Lord lets

me

braham.

escort another

pilgrim party,

Holy Trinity

pril 1, 1 1 ,

and you ever desire my humble services,
you had better accompany us, as you save so much of

the Lord's money by my humble service, making a
thousand-dollar tour for about five hundred. It is

probable that you will ever again enjoy my
for
the Lord will very probably let me go to
service,
the Holy Land above the stars, instead of serving His
not at all

pilgrims,

N. B.

as

He has

already

used

several tours.

me on

Now remember and tell

others, bring with
trunk nor heavy valise, nor more of anything
you
than you can conveniently carry in your hand.
s
we will be visiting so many countries., it will not do
to encumber yourself with luggage, as you will have
to pay for its transportation, which will cost more
than it is worth.
You want no new clothes, but a
change of your old apparel and your Bible and an
If you wear out something, you will buy
umbrella.
a new garment on the spot for half its cost in
merica.
Therefore beware of the foolishness of carrying much
baggage, almost invariably indulged in by tourists, to
their sorrow, fatigue, annoyance and financial detri
no

ment.

(e)

You

see our

world in all ages,
liver thus forever

wonderful

"mighty
settling

avior has been in the

to save" and

the

question

strong

so

to de

often asked

and you have heard it over and over, "How were peo
re
ple saved before Christ came into the world ?'^

cisely as they are now, by repenting of all their sins,
giving them back to the devil from whom they got
them, leaving him forever seeking the Lord with all
the heart, soul, mind and strength trusting Him for
a free pardon and a new heart for the sake of Christ

Trinity

oIjY

who hath redeemed you with His own blood, and then
faithfully walking in His ordinances and keeping H^'s
commandments.
Before His

incarnation, the people

faith in the Christ of
advent into the

history,

prophecy,

world, they

are

saved

by

ince His

e carnate.

the Christ of

by

appropriated by faith
God and it was imputed

incarnate, received and
" braham believed

alone.

saved

were

righteousness

to him for

to all those who believe

esus Christ from the

on

and not to him

only,

him who raised up

our

dead,

who

was

Lord

delivered for

our

justification."
glorious plan of sal
has been simple and plain, so that
though fools, cannot err therein."

and resurrected for

transgressions
(Rom. th chap.)

but

our

Therefore the

vation in all ages

"wayfaring men,
Therefore "even the heathens

are

left without e cuse,

because that which is known of God is revealed in

The

they

are

reason

not

why people

willing

don themselves to

doing

God, leaving

That is the

wail for the lost

are

earth

on

reason

millions,

in

is

the

road

With here

and

a

there

is because

utterly

the

as

angels

esus,

leads

in

to

lugubrious

death

together there,
narrow
a

aban

do it in

loving admonition,

that

nd thousands walk
While wisdom shows

(Rom.

the devil forever and

why

out,
"Broad

not saved

to forsake all sin and

the will of God

Heaven.

divinity."

his eternal power and

them, even
1st chap.)

path,

traveler.'^

cries

Holy Trinity

(f)

ll want to go to Heaven, and for that reason
pour into the churches, but only one here and there is

willing

to travel the

narrow

It makes them mad

road.

it they say
cheating them
out of all their pleasures.
That is true if you will
hot give up this world altogether and, like
braham,
be a pilgrim and a stranger, with no continuing city,
but a lonely traveler, you will never get to Heaven.
to talk to them about

we are

"I

am the way, the truth and the life."
( ohn 1 :
We must leave everything and take esus alone,

.)

who had not

place to lay His head,
abject poverty, and was buried
sepulchre.
a

died in
The

postponment

of

our

but lived and
in

a

borrowed

Lord's incarnation those

four thousand ^ears was simply a matter of divine
wisdom, that the world might have a great population

book-making, so His life and min
istry would be not only indubitably attested by ocular
and auricular witnesses innumerable and indubitable,
but so that it would become a matter of history so
copious that it could not be refuted, but would stand
the test of all coming ages and become a monumental
fi ture in the chronicles of the nations, so that neither
the chicanery of
atan, nor the ingenuity of infidel
philosophers could ever undermine and obliterate it
from the popular mind.
The Roman historians, Livy,
liny, and uvenal,
who lived and -wrote in the
postolic ge, though none
of them were Christians, all certified to the facts of
esus' life and ministry in the world, even in spotless
purity, which infidels and skeptics have never even
and

a

knowledge

dared to

of

contradict.

Not

one

has

ever

ventured to

Holy

1
smirch

His

Trinity
in

irreproachable character,

which

stands alone in all the ages, as He was the only
dam sinned.
fallen man ever on the earth since

He
un-

Baptist, who was converted
in his infancy before losing his prenatal justification,
and filled with the Holy Ghost, i. e., sanctified, from
his childhood, confessed his need of the baptism, L e.,
the purification, which esus gives, because he, like all
others, had been born of fallen parents.
Of course the mother of esus had depravity, like
the
every other human being e cept Himself despite
foisted
autocratic decree of ope ius I ., who, per se,
on the Catholic Church the dogma of the immaculate
conception of the irgin Mary, in order to evade the
conclusion that esus had depravity, having inherited
(g)

Even

ohn the

it from His mother.

heresy has somewhat prevailed throughout the
Holiness Movement, certifying that He had depravity
like every other person, having inherited it from His
This illustrates the importance of knowing
mother.
The Bible reveals that heredity is paternal
the truth.
braham be
ee the genealogies
and not maternal.
and
acob
begat the
gat Isaac, Isaac begat acob,
twelve patriarchs not a word said about the moth
The science of generation abundantly corroborates
ers.
the
cripture at this point, certifying that generation
is of the father and not the mother, who merely serves
as a receptacle of the progeny, performing the office
of gestation, till the progeny so develops as to be com
petent to survive in the open air.

{h) If
early ages

place in the
development of

the Incarnation had taken
of the

w^orld,

before the

Holy Trinity

11

literature and the prevalence of history, it would have
been lost in the fogs of ignorance and superstition, and
confounded with the

myths

the

It

heathen

gods.

polytheism

pagan

was

time to

and fables

appertaining

really necessary

rise, develop,

run

to

to

give

her race,

do her

e ecution, e haust her resources, demonstrate
her failure and utter incompetency to satisfy the long

ings

of the immortal

soul, collapse and fall into decay,
before Christ came into the world, with the glorious
balm of every woe, the condolement for every fear, the
solace for every sorrow, and the victory over every
enemy.
It

was

necessary to give human philosophy an op
grapple with the problem of immortal

portunity
being, appertaining to our origin, mission into the
world, responsibility and destination. This they did
the Greeks going to the top of the world, in poetry,
oratory, philosophy and the fine arts transcending all
nations.
Yet, when standing on the pinnacle of philos
ophy, science, oratory, eloquence and erudition, they
were never competent even to answer the fundamental
questions, "Who am I?" "Whence came I?" "What
The greatest minds the world ever
is my destiny?"
produced grappled with these simple, primal questions,
till they gave up in despair, and actually concluded
that God, in His mercy, would send an infallible
teacher into the world, competent to impart the knowl
edge indispensable to our safety and happiness.
to

It
have
each

pertinent that the whole world should
a common language, so they could understand
other, as they never could since the confusion of
was

also

Holy Trinity

1

tongues

early

at the tower of

in the

post-diluvian

Babel,

which occurred very

world.

great and miraculous achievement, God,
in His providence, wrought through those wonderful
le ander the Great,
Greeks led by their heroic son,
who, in thirteen years, conquered all nations, taking
every government on earth into his own hands and
putting the Greeks in every court lighted by the
diurnal sun.
The normal effect of government is to
transmit the language of the rulers to all the )eople.
This was gloriously achieved, in the providence of God,
through the Macedonian Conqueror.

(i)

This

belligerent ages of the world, with all na
tions jealous and suspiciors and on the lookout for
invading armies at all times, who always sent spies
into the country to procure information, who, if found
out, would be arrested and either held as prisoners
or put to death
therefore it was necessary that the
In those

whole world should be consolidated into

ment,

and

important

govern

one

that it should be the

strongest.

le ander died in the bloom of his young manhood,
leaving the world in the hands of his surviving gen

immediately got into war among themselves.
miraculously raised up the Roman power,
to unite every nation, tribe and kindred throughout
the known world in one grand consolidated military
despotism, the strongest possible government.
erals,

who

Then God

()

Immediately

after

the

battle

of

harsalia,

which wound up the conquest of the whole world, was
consummated the fall of the republic, and
ugustus
crowned emperor of all the earth,
his diamond throne, in a golden house, and

Caesar
on

was

sitting
looking

1
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out

five thousand senators

on

constituting

his council

he ruled all
of

an

nations
unsetting sun

his

gathered around him,
board, through whose media,

cumference of the world.
This

radiant with the rays
sceptre sweeping the cir

crown

and his

the very outfit pertinent to the world's
ation, as all the nationalities had been swal

was

evangeli

lowed Tip into the magnitudinous maw of imperial
Rome, whose soldiers stood at the gates of every

city under Heaven's cerulean dome, vigilantly in
specting all ingress and egress thus serving as the
guardians of all the inmates and the territory repre
sented by that city.
Without such a government, whenever the
postles
crossed a national line, they would have been arrested
as spies, having evil purposes to
spy out the land, pre
paratory to war, then imprisoned and probably e e
cuted.

Now these wonderful achievements have all been

world,

consummated,

and the

of blood and

desolation,

is

after centuries and ages
finally in the enjoyment

of universal peace, no war anywhere beneath the skies,
as every national banner has gone down under the
broad pinions and responsively to the loud scream of

eagles.
rising of

the Roman

from the

Therefore universal peace reigns
sun to the going down of the

the

same.

The incarnation of Christ
historic

epoch

in the

history

was

of the

the most

important

trans
universe,
cending the creation of material worlds, as it was the
glorious visible, audible and tahgible confirmation of
the great redemptive scheme, the only hope of the world.
Yet it is a great and sad mistake for any one to think
even

Holy Trinity

1
that this

cedently

avior
as

not

was

subsequently

as

available and efficient ante

to His incarnation and Beth

lehem birth.

Oh,

(k)

e pected
world

what

Hear the

''Hark

a

auspicious epoch, for the Messiah,
days of bel, to be born into the
angels shout,

an

from the

voice the

glad

lonely desert cheers,

' repare the way, a God, a God appears '
Lo earth receives Him from the bending

skies
mountains ye valleys, rise
With heads declined, ye cedars', homage pay
Be smooth, ye rocks ye rapid floods, give way
avior comes by ancient bards foretold
The
Hear Him, ye deaf and all ye blind, behold "
bel, the first human being to ever die, tried Him
ink

and

down,

ye

proved Him,

leaped
the angels, victory

and from the fratricidal club

up to Heaven and shouted among
over the world, the flesh and the devil.

thrilling sensation
fallen intelligences,

Oh

what

a

he there

the

who

interest

produced among
always took so much

un-

in this world.

God, shouted for
to the omnific ijyse di it, this
world rolled out from shapeless chaos and took its
place in the void immense, where it has been wheeling
unshaken around the sun with sister planets and satel
Meanwhile the sun, with all his plan
lites ever since.
had, with all
joy, when, responsively
These

the

sons

of

ets, has been with the hundred and seventeen millions
of other suns, and their vast systems of worlds, revolv

ing round that grand primal center of the universe
lcyone, by astronomers believed to be the glorified
center of the celestial universe, honored with the efful
gent court of heavenly hierarchies and pre-eminently
glorified by the Divine resence.

Holy Trinity

(I)

1

Holy Ghost is the E ecutive of the Trin
ity, the pirit of the Father ( cts : , ), the pirit
of the
on ( cts 1 : ,
), and the omnipotent gent
of conviction, regeneration,
restoration, sanctification
and transfiguration.
N. B. There are not three gods,
but only one with three persons,
accommodatory to the
glorious scheme of redemption. The Father sits upon
the throne of the universe, while millions of worlds
^peed their flight through their appointed orbits
round the efi'ulgent throne, responsively to His omThe

aific mandate.

When God

soul. He does it through His
gent,
Holy Ghost, who is none other
own
pirit and identified with Him. ( cts
saves

c mnipotent
than His

: ,

.)

the

God the

mediatorial
When He

a

on sits beside the Father

R ecutor of
a

life

throne, interceding for this lost world.
sinner. He sends the Holy Ghost, the
the Trinity, to create the divine life in

spiritual
by omnipotent

corpse, like the

You

tity

devil,

till

every sinner
quickened into

as

grace.

( cts 1
the
pirit

see

(Thost and

His

saves a

rhat soul and raise it from the dead
is

on

:

of

,

)

the synonymy of the Holy
esus.
Hence you see the idem

Holy pirit and His normal econ
omy, to e ecute His work, through His own omnipotent
gent, the blessed Holy pirit. Therefore we should
always remember the identity of the three persons of
the Trinity, as the normal tendency of the human mind
is to drift into tri-theism, which is really initial poly
theism, the fatal mistake of all the heathens wor
shipping many gods, which is idolatry.
of

(m)

esus and the

You will

always find the

truth intermediate

Holy Trinity

IG
between two

Mohammedanism is

errors.

rigid

monothe

only one God so rigidly
as to run into fanaticism and deny the Trinity, even
repudiating the Christhood, and turning over all the
instrumentality and agency to the prophets. While
the truth unequivocally reveals the Trinity, we must
guard against the heresy of separating the persons of
the Holy Trinity so widely as to run into the tri-theistic
heresy, teaching three gods instead of one.
ism,

teaching

The

the

reason

great

why

trinity

in

special danger at this point
mind is incompetent to compre

there is

is because the human
hend

truth of

unity,

et vice

versa.

(n) The great heresy of Campbellism is denying
personality of the Holy pirit. They discard the
Holy Ghost, even denying His personality, but take
the Holy
pirit all right, at the same time identifying
it with the Word, which is a mere evasion.
Campbellism is the most utterly blank theology
ever propagated in this country, as it
really consists
of infidelity on the Holy Ghost and idolatry on immer
sion.
Take these out of their system and it would
pu le a hiladelphia lawyer to find the balance.
The reason why the sin against the Holy Ghost is
unpardonable is because He is the E ecutive of the
Trinity, dispensing the grace of conviction to the sin
ner regeneration to the penitent restoration to the
backslider sanctification to the believer, and glorifica
tion to the pilgrims when this mortal puts on immor
tality. Hence our avior tells us (Matt. 1 th chap.)
the sin against the Father shall be forgiven and the
sin against the
on, but the blasphemy of the
pirit
is never forgiven.
the

1
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Blasphemy

contemptuous

means

This definition I read in the old

book,

which

treatment of God.

Dillingsworth

pellingI

was a
preceded
little boy and never forgot it.
eople generally understand that blasphemy is pro
fane swearing, which is true, yet profanity does not
e haust its meaning, as the above is its normal defini
tion, profanity being an intense form of the awful
sin of treating God with contempt.
If the Holy Ghost
convicts the sinner and if he ignores Him, turns a
deaf ear to His awful warnings, and goes heedlessly
on his way, thus treating Him with contempt, he is
guilty of blasphemy. Then you say, "Why, it looks
like nearly every person in the world has been guilty
of the sin against the Holy Ghost," that is true, but
the unpardonable sin is His final rejection.

that of Noah Webster.

''There

is

time,

a

point,

know

we

know

we

not

not

when,

where,

Which marks the destines of men.
To

"There

glory
is

Which

or

a

despair.

line

crosses

The hidden

by

us

every

boundary

unseen.

path.
between

Grod 's mercy and His wrath.

' '

sin away that fatal time, or
visible rubicon, our doom is sealed and

If

we

of Hell

(o)

as

if

we -were

cross

that in

we are as sure

in it.

everything. He is a won
unpardonable sin, telling people

atan counterfeits

preacher on the
that they have committed it and there's no chance for
them and they had just as well give up and enjoy this
derful

1
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That is

world,

as

true.

This world is the sinner's heaven and all he'll

it's the

only

get. That is
preaching against

ever

they'll

ever

get.

the

reason

why

the

lodges

in which the wicked all

I don't

spend

time

tied up, because these lodges do enhance
happiness in this world and augment their heaven

round

their

heaven

us are

earth, which is all they'll ever get. Therefore if
they're going to Hell anyhow, I don't feel like dis
turbing their pleasures in this world. I preach esus,
mighty to save. If they ever do receive His baptism
with the Holy Ghost and fire, it will burn up lodgery
and all sorts of foolishness, along with hereditary de
on

pravity

and all its

sodomy

fruits.

why Campbellism is so awfully danger
ous is because, wearing the Christian cognomen so
boldly and prominently, and having no cross to intimi
date them away, the people, magneti ed by the name
and the crossless living, come right along and join
Mean
in platoons, receiving the name "Christian."
while they give them no chance to be Christians unless
they yield to the Holy
pirit, and go ahead and get
saved in spite of their doctrine and the devil too for
they are all against them.
The

reason

begins with the conviction which
none but the Holy Ghost can give, superinducing "re
pentance unto life," which is the gift of the Holy
pirit leading them into the regeneration which He
alone can give thus bringing them into the happy e
perience of the supernatural birth, which alone can
make anyone a Christian.
Having thus been born from
above, if they do not let the Holy Ghost sanctify them,
they antagoni e and grieve Him, falling under condemCliristiani ation

Holy Trinity

1

nation and

dropping into a backslider's awful Hell.
If tbey do not backslide, but go on to
perfection,
i. e., sanctification, the Holy Ghost alone can do
it, as
He is the only
anctifier called "holy," not because He
is more holy than the Father or the
on, but because
His office is to make us holy.
When we get sancti
fied holy, then He takes, up His abode in us,
filling us
with sweet heavenly joy and comfort and giving us the
victory forever.
Campbellism

is the most

popular religion in all this
country, because it raises no fight witli the devil, but
takes them into the church and gives them the Chris
tian cognomen, i.
His children^ though sinners, who
incarnate demons.

are

(p) It actually repudiates depravity, denying any
thing, thus sweeping away all need of sanctifica
tion, which means tlie removal of depravity out of the
heart and life, and making us holy.
Having thus denied the personality of the Holy
Ghost, and rejecting all His work, they take you to a
mill-pond and immerse yoM in water for the remission
of your sins, which was never seen nor heard of till
after every
postle had gone to Heaven, and the heath
ens brought it into the Church, who are practicing it
such

now

all

over

the world.

Bible, nor anything
that has that meaning ever applied to baptism,
atapontid o and huthid o, both meaning immerse, occur
in the New Testament (Matt. 1 :
and 1 Tim. 1: ),
but never a single time are they used to define 'baptid o, showing positively they have no such a mean
ll the
criptures which they use to prove baping.
The word immerse is not in the
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tisin to the remission of their sins

Holy

of the

1

1 ,

:

Ghost and not

a

"He that believeth

drop

mean

of
is

and

the

baptism

water, e. g., Mark
bapti ed shall be

saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned."

predicates, believe, be bapti ed,
and be saved, and one subject, which is the antecedent
of these pronouns referring either to the body or the
Here

we

have three

soul.

speaks currently of a baptism of water
which the preacher gives, and the baptism with the
Holy Ghost and fire which esus gives. Now which
is it?
We readily answer the question by referring to
the predicates.
Is the body the believer?
You know
faith
it is not.
is
atan's
lie.
the soul
When
Bodily
is out of the body, the body does not believe anything
it is as incapable of e ercising faith as the stone on
The Bible

which you tread and the bench

on

which you sit.

Does the passage mean body salvation? You know
it does not.
The body of the Christian dies, just like

sinner,

the

and is buried in the

poor unsaved

Now you
mean

body

man

same

graveyard,

the

beside his Christian wife.

plainly that Mark 1 : 1 does not
body salvation, and you know it
believes and is bapti ed and saved.
ll

see

faith

is the soul that

or

you can make out of that beautiful passage is the pre
cious revelation that the soul believes on
esus who

bapti ed it,
any

one

(Matt.
will

not with

with
:

ever

11.)

water,

water,

for He

but with the

God's Word

never

Holy
lainly reveals

enter Heaven but the

one

did

bapti e

Ghost and fire.

that

no

soul

that receives this

baptism that esus gives with the Holy Ghost and fire,
sanctifying you as haptid o (bapti e) and hagiad o

1
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(sanctify) are precisely synonymous, as esus defines
both by katharid o (Luke 11:
Eph. : ), which
has no meaning in the blessed Bible but to purify, and
uses it thousands of
times, signifying those innumer
able katharisms under the Levitical law.

(q) The Campbellites positively deny that esus
bapti ed any one with the Holy Ghost and fire
e cept His postles, and boldly face the people and
tell them they cannot get sanctified.
Be sure you do
not believe nor follow them, as the Bible reveals that
atan will get you if you do not receive the baptism
that esus gives.
This was the great burden of ohn
the Baptist in all his preaching till he lost his head on
ever

Herod's block.

pity, in this land where the clear
light
glorious Gospel shines so brightly, for
people to refuse to walk in the light, and run off after
atan's false prophets, who actually preach against
this very truth, which we must verify or lose our souls.
What

an

awful

of the

cts
lites

on

wrong

:

is the

baptism

great Gibraltar

of the

for the remission of

translation.

In

the

ing

sins,

ames'

Campbel

which is

version

a

it

bapti ed."
says, "Repent
co-ordinate,
both in the second person plural number. The Greek
gives repent second person plural, pertinent to every
and be

These

are

body, while be bapti ed is in the third person singular,
having for its subject ekastos, the distributive pronoun
each, and referring only to those who had repented.
Literally translated, it is (see my version) : "Let each
one of you be bapti ed," i. e., that is, each one of you
who has repented.
When

man

repents, God always forgives

and saves,

Holy Trinity
as

He

so

begotten
on

loved every sinner that He gave His only
on to die for him, that whosoever believeth

Him should have eternal life.

by faith, repentance
believing ground so we can re
bring
ceive pardon and regeneration by faith.
ohn the Baptist and esus both preached all
(r)
their lives, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand," showing plainly that repentance is the only
preparation we need, to walk right into the ingdom
While

alone

salvation

can

by simple

us

is

received

on

faith.

Campbellites' constant proclamation that
no one receives the baptism of the Holy Ghost in our
day, you have nothing to do but look at your Bible
.
: "Re
and see how grossly they contradict it.
let
each
one
in
the
name
of
and
of
be
bapti ed
pent
you
esus Christ unto the remission of your sins, and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost for the prom
ise is unto you and your children, and all who are
afar off even as many as the Lord your God shall
call."
o you clearly see that the promise is for us
and everybody else in the world who will repent.
Re
is
man's
and
the
remission
of
sins
and
side,
pentance
the baptism of the Holy Ghost God's side two distinct
s to the

works of grace, which
Heaven.

If the

church,
But

Campbellite

it would be

a

we

must all have if

Church

were

only

a

we

get to

Christian

matter of infinite consolation.

church that does not

get people regenerated by
right to the name "Christian,"
as it does not Christiani e anybody
it merely pros
a
false
them
them
and
deceives
elytes
by
cognomen.
the

a

Holy

pirit

has

no

Holy Trinity
What

thing to deceive people and give them
a
passport to Hell through their church, which atan
has manipulated to name "Christian," purposely to de
ceive, that he may dump them into Hell. While regen
eration puts them on the
ing's highway of holiness,
but
sanctification
can
nothing
keep them there and
an

ensure

(s)

awful

their admission into Heaven.
It is

awful abuse of

speech and delusion
people
apply
epithet "Christian" to any
church that is not clear and orthodo on regeneration.
The Campbellites not only have no such thing in their
doctrine (which I have studied throughout), but they
actually deny the very e istence and personality of the
Holy Ghost, who alone can give regeneration, sancti
fication and all the graces of the
pirit, by which we
are saved, and the gifts, by which we save others, are
of the

an

the

to

His humble instruments.

The

Campbellites are infidels on the Holy Ghost,
denying His personality, not only themselves com
mitting the unpardonable sin, but leading all their peo
s esus says, "He that believeth
ple to do the same.
not shall be damned," infidelity appertaining to God

even

the Father

or

God the

on will send its votaries ta

infidelity appertaining to the Holy Ghost
is infidelity worse and more dangerous, as esus says,
"The sin against the Father and the
on shall be for
the
of
but
the
given,
blasphemy
pirit is never for
given, either in this age or that which is to come." Not
"this world," as in the English version, leading some
erroneously to believe in a future probation, giving
Hell

us a

other

whereas

chance to be saved after

world,

which is

utterly

die and go into an
untrue, as the other world
we

Holy Trinity

is either Heaven

or

Hell

a

world of

bliss,

or an

nity of woe. Therefore we must settle the
problem in this world, or be forever lost.

eter

salvation

( ) We are living in awful times. While atan
pushing with all energy his armies in earth and Hell
to get all he possibly can, as he knows his time is short,
the Millennium is even now dawning, when he will be
is

chained and locked up in Hell.

institutions,
theaters, saloons, brothels, pool-rooms, billiard-halls,
ten-pin alleys, horse races, distilleries, nickelodeons,
circuses, etc., to make sure of the non-church-going peo
ple, he has Campbellite and Mormon churches in the
outh and West, which, have no regeneration, but sim
ply immerse them in water for the remission of their
nitarians of the East, who deny the
sins and the
divinity of Christ, and thus settle the matter for dam
nation, because, if Christ is not divine. He cannot save
While

anybody

he has

and

filled

we are

the world with

all lost.

Campbellite heresy, ignoring the Holy
Ghost, is, of all the heresies in the world, the worst,
as
on
esus says the sin against the Father and the
may be forgiven, but against the
pirit never. When
of
the Holy
they speak
pirit, they simply mean God's
word in the Bible, and thus ignore His personality,
But

the

the identical

uthor of the Word.

How vain to receive

the Word is simply
uthor,
the letter written to us by the Holy Ghost, offering
the salvation which He Himself proposes to give.
Now
receive
the
Word
and
the
suppose you
reject
uthor,
you are simply acting the fool, as the Bible is worth
no more than the farmer's almanac, without its
uthor.
the Word and

reject

its

as
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It is God's

showing

letter, which

is written to this lost world,

them that

they are ruined forever in their
present state,
pleading with them to come to Him
and get saved.
Now suppose they say, "We receive
your letter of kind invitation, but do not want you,"
they are laughing-stalks to devils in Hell, chuckling.
over them to think
they would be fools enough to aspire
to go to Heaven by the Word of God and reject God
and

Himself.

(u)

only

Do you not know that the

divine

sitting

on

personality

on

the throne of the

Holy

the earth?

pirit

is the

The Father is

universe, countless millions

of miles distant, and the

sitting by His side,
interceding
world,
Holy Ghost is the
pirit of the Father and also the
pirit of the on
1 : , ) whom they send into this world
( cts : ,
to e ecute the work of salvation, convicting the sin
ner, converting the penitent, reclaiming the backslider,
sanctifying the believers, glorifying the pilgrim at the
end of probation, and raising the body from the dead,
responsively to the resurrection trumpet.
on is

for this lost

The

,

You

the rationale of the salvation

plan shows
immissibility,
clearly
unpardonableness,
of the blasphemy, i. e., the contempt of the Holy Ghost,
i. e., your utter indifference, so you pay no attention
to Him, treating Him as a mere figment not worth
noticing. Consequently God says to him, "Let him
alone come away he is joined to his idols let him
see

i. e,, the

the

believe

a

lie and be damned."

mitted the
left him to

unpardonable
hug to his bosom

atan does his best to

In that

sin and the

case

Holy

he has

com

Ghost has

atan's lies.

manipulate

the

unpardonable

Holy Trinity

get people to believe they have committed it
they have not, so they will give up seeking that

sin and
when

is his falsification.

The very fact that you

peni

are

seeking the Lord with all your heart, the best
you know, an ious to find Him in the salvation of your
soul, is positive evidence that you have not committed
tent and

as, in that case. He would be
gone from you and you would not be penitent, con
trite and broken-hearted, hungry for salvation and cry

unpardonable sin

the

ing after God, weeping
porch and the altar.
(v)

The

people

and

mourning,

between the

who have committed the

unpardon

able sin have been led away by false preaching, which
abounds on all sides grieving away the Holy
pirit,
who alone can give repentance, so that they are no

longer penitent, but resting in carnal security if in
the world, depending on their good moral character
or
their philanthropy
if in the church, depending
on immersion (as in the case of the Campbellites and
Mormons), sacraments, church ordinances, rites, cere
monies, and good works, which are all right in their
place, but have no power to save.
Christ alone

let Him do it till
alone

can

save, and

can
we

reveal to

find

us.

we are

Him,

certain to

whom the

Holy Ghost

When He reveals Him to the

sinner, such is the charm that he says outright,
on

the road to

but

give

saved.

In

me

never

as

aul

Damascus, "You may have all the world,
esus."
Then and there the sinner gets

similar manner, when the Christian is seeking
sanctification and consecrates all unreservedly and
a

eternally,

and e ercises faith for the

blessing,

then and
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there

bapti es him with the Holy Ghost and fire.
(To bapti e has no meaning in the Bible but to purify,
i. e., to take out of you everything the devil put in
esus pours on you the Holy Ghost and fire,
you.)
using Him, His omnopotent gent, to sanctify, by cru
cifying the old man of sin (depravity), destroying his
body and burying the same into His death, i. e., the
esus

tonement which He made for all sin

at the same time

revealing Himself to your goul, sitting on the throne of
your heart and ruling in your life without a rival.
(Gal.

1:

1 .)

{w)
alone
In

The

can

case

Holy

reveal the

of the

Ghost is the

glorified

sinner,

as

with

pirit

of

esus,

who

avior to the human soul.
aul

journeying

to Da

mascus, He reveals Him to him without shining down
on him.
In case of the Christian seeking sanctifica

tion.

He reveals Him

his heart

making

within, sitting on the throne of
a glorious sunshine.

his life

rejection, depreciation, and consequent blas
phemy of the Holy Ghost is pronounced by the avior
the unpardonable sin, because He is the E ecutive of
the Trinity the Convictor of the sinner, the Regen
erator of the penitent, the Restorer of the backslider,
anctifier of the believer, and the Glorifier of the
the
faith'ful pilgrim, when probation is o'er, life's journey
ended and the angels -wait to waft the disembodied
spirit to the long-sought home of the blessed, where the
wicked cease from troubling and the weary are forever
at rest.
Therefore, as esus well says, the most dan-gerous of all heresies appertains to the Holy Ghost.
This

religion that saves the soul is called "Holy
religion," and such have all enlightened Chris-

The true
Ghost

Holy Trinity

simply captured by atan's lasso
and led off into his foolishness, taking church rites,
ordinances, ceremonies, good works and priestly manip
ulations for salvation, thus being hoa ed into idolatry,
so that they reject, hate and despise Holy Ghost re
ligion being hallucinated by atan's false prophets, so
that they have utterly grieved away the Holy Ghost,
and either committed the unpardonable sin which esus
denominates the blasphemy or contempt of the
pirit,
or are in a fair way to do it.
uch people neither have
nor desire Holy Ghost religion, without which they are
as sure of Hell as if they were in it.

tians, who

(a))
pirit,
ply to

are

not

Campbellites say they believe in the Holy
Holy Ghost. In that they are sim
pitied for their ignorance. What would

The

but not the
be

you think if you would find a man at the table and ask
him if he would take a piece of this mutton, and he
would say, "No, I

mutton but if you have
any sheep meat, please bring
along, as I am very fond
of it" ?
I use that illustration simply that you may see
the silly foolishness in the rejection of the Holy Ghost
and the reception of the Holy
pirit. There is only
one phrase in the Bible, to hagian
pneuma, which rs
sometimes translated Holy Ghost and again Holy
pirit, It is to be regretted that they ever used but
one English translation of the Greek
phrase. Which
do you think we had better say. Holy Ghost or
Holy
never

eat

it

pirit, as both phrases have precisely the same mean
ing? Holy pirit is the freer from ambiguity and the
more easily understood.
It is really to be regretted
that the word "Ghost" ever was used, as it is a
corrup
tion of the
a on gliest a beautiful word signifying

Holy Trinity
a

loving

a

member of

having come to abide with us and be
our family.
ome transcriber inadvert
, instead of the e, and has superinduced
ridicule, to the grief of the pirit and

friend,

ently put

the

criticism and

detriment of souls.
"Brother

Godbey, why did you not correct it in your
translation?"
Because, as it is the name of God, I
feared to tinker with it, thinking it would be better
to let it alone and e plain it to the people.
I have often preached in a church in
entucky where
an old Campbellite preacher got up on
unday morn
ing and began his sermon by saying that he never
had any faith in ghost stories then he proceeded
to preach an awful sermon against Holy Ghost re
ligion making devils shout and angels weep.
irkville, Madison Co., y., the great preacher,
standing at the front of the Campbel
lite Church of all the world, their living oracle, his
name a
household word, got up in the pulpit to
preach to a crowded audience and, moving aside^
stooping down, looking under benches, said, "Broth
ers and sisters, please e cuse me, as I am looking
Then
for that little man called tlie Holy Ghost."
of
his
one
sermons
he
powerful
preached
proceeding,
and
Ghost
the
e perimental religion.
Holy
against
I lived twenty years in their midst and found them
all on that line of infidelit '' on the Holy
pirit and
Horrible dictu (horrible to
idolatry on immersion.
tell.)
In

at that time

(y)
Oh
in

"Brother

Godbey,

they

are

better

now."

that it may be so, but you know that the trend
the good into
all ages has been the other way

Holy Trinity
and the bad to the worse, arising from the
atan's age of the world
fact that w^e are living in

the

bad,

running down
the apocalyptic angel (Rev.
Millennium is ushering in.

beginning with
final arrest by
while the
I

was

the

fall

.

more

in

his

:1- ),

the hotbed of

where

it became their citadel and has

else,
Oh, what
so

to

Camp
Campbell's here
entucky,
quickly and e tensively than anywhere

born and reared

bellism in dear old
sies took

and

a narrow

so

remained.

escape I made out of their clutches

lad, having received all the educa
tion in that region of country in which I was born
and reared, and my parents never able to pay a nickle
to send me away, I stayed at home seven long years,
working hard on the farm through the day, and read
ing good books at night, blessedly fortified by that
baby conversion in my mother's lap against atan's
black lasso, which took my neighbors by wholesale.
Therefore those years were not lost, as I would work
hard through the day and read till midnight, the
ensuing day, while at work, mediating on what I had
read, and fi ing it in my memory, and going to our
forensic society
aturday night and making several
original speeches, wonderfully used of God in devel
oping my oratorical gifts. Meanwhile those people
begged me to let them send me to college with their
own money, putting me through to the
top, gradu
me
in
the
full
curriculum.
Then
ating
they said, "If
you will preach for us, we will make you rich."
little

When

a

That

was

the most

dangerous trap

atan ever set

for my soul if I had entered it and remained in it,
I would have preached my way to Hell., Though con-

1
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babyhood

verted in

perfectly
been

kept it,

I could not have

and I'm

certain in my conviction that there has never
man on the earth who can preach their doc

a

trines and be saved while

Hell, as I know not
hours, as He says over
to

doing.

so

I

preach nobody

what God may do in the dying
and over, "His mercy endureth

forever."
The hardest ordeal in my ministry was to preach
the funeral of my nearest neighbor when a little boy,
whose oaths

hundred

joined
no

were a

yards distant.

that church and

salvation.

He

light,

or

itual

daily

life

never

shock to me, though several
I remember 'Well when he

am

fully

assured that he

did e hibit

scintilla of

a

got
spir

fruit.

preaching real salvation, they preached
against it constantly, putting the preacher in place
of esus, and the water in place of the Holy Ghost,
telling them all they had to do was to reform their
lives, as Campbell's translation says reform instead of
repent^ and confess the Christhood of esus, which
Instead of

the demons did while He
hushed them up
Him in salvation
were

no

man

and

can

the earth till He
do till he knows
immersed for the

the commandments.

keep

esus died for

true,

on

), get

1 Cor. 1 :

sins,

remission of
that

(this

was

If

nothing. (Gal. : 1.)
long before He

We had the commandments in Eden
came,

and

came as

as

much

afterwards

in

water

the

(Noah's flood)
questions.

world before

and could

He

certainly

have settled all water
You

see

there

pseudo-plan

lifies the work of Christ.
came

down

and

died for

If

of salvation

true. He

nothing.

utterly

nul

left His throne,

Do you not

see

Holy

nti-Christ is

instead of.

means

one

nti

here?

anti-Christianity

and

idolatry

horrific

Trinity

who takes the

and all the Catholic

ope
Christ,
place
priests, Campbellite preachers and Mormon prophets
take the place of Christ, all boldly claiming the Chris
tianity of the world, when it is really anti-Christi
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WILLIAM BAXTER GODBEY (June 3, 1833September 12, 1920) was raised a Methodist in Pulaski
County, Kentucky, who experienced his moment of
conversion at a Baptist revival in November of 1849.
Godbey became a licensed preacher for the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South in the Kentucky Conference in
1853. After graduating from Georgetown College with
a bachelor’s degree in 1859, he served as President
of Harmonia College in Perryville, Kentucky while also
preaching on the Perryville Circuit from 1859-1869. He
married America Emma Durham (1839-1915) in 1860.
Of their eight children, only one daughter, Effie Orpha
(1873-1906) survived to adulthood. In December of
1868, Godbey experienced entire sanctification and
began to preach holiness revivals.
From the 1860s through the 1880s, Godbey preached
the doctrine of holiness throughout the South. He wrote
over 200 books and pamphlets on topics of holiness
theology and even taught for a while at God’s Bible
School in Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1878 he converted Alma
Birdwell White, future founder and bishop of the Pillar
of Fire Church. He eventually returned to the Kentucky
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church and was
buried in Perryville, Kentucky.

