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'THE GUARDIAN.

- ANCHESTRR, mib_u. OCTOBER 18, 1901

‘“_—

LADY MGUNT’I‘EMPLE.

; &

1 lmve thus moment heard 'w_ntes a correséondent)
that' Lady Mounb—Temple died this morning at Babbi-
combe. She was the youngest and the mhost, beautiful

of several beautiful usters—-—dmghian of Admirai Tolle- |

mache and sisters of the first Lord- Tollemache of |
Helmingham. - She was married in 184810 Mr._Wlllxam
Cowper, who assumed the name of Temple on succeed-
ing to the estates of his step-father, Lord I’n.lmerst.onr
and was the author of the famous. “qupe ‘!‘empo

clause.” - Mr. Cowpet-'l‘)emple during lnﬁ lgnf career '

in Parliament was an ‘enthusiastic suppqrter iof all

social reforms, and mpre especially of "bemperance :

When, in 1880, Mr. Gladstone made. him a peer, he
took the title of Lord Mount-Temple, from“one of his
Irish properties, and: “thereby inspired Lord Houghton
to ‘run’ghout town - saying : * Do you' know? ﬂig prece-
dent for.Billy-Cowper's title .- Ibs “Don Jyan '—

And Latd Mount Coﬂqe-house. the Irish.peer
‘ ~sWho killed himself for love” with drink last ¥ ar:”

Lady Mount-Temple' was " oné of the most-rémarkable
women of her time.  She had, besides an almost fauit-

less beauty, $n extraordinary Qignify “of presence and .

bearing, whu:h was the outward and ; isible-sign of a
nature smg'ularl) noble nnd eleva.ted e o

She had a passionate mdlgnatxon against cmelh and®

injustice, a genuine love - of -the - outcast and down-
trodden, a chivalry of spirit which always instinctively

xmpombl-a beliefs,” and which made her the champmu
of ‘people whom the world casts: ‘out of-ité synagogue
and of centerprises’ which it regards as offensive in-
sonities. Her husband shared to the full her- ‘zeal for
‘social service, and 'as this zeal was allied - w}th an
absorbing interest in rehgxous,pbhig;al and psycno-
logical problems, the -Tesult. was that their beautiful
home—Broadlands, near -Romsey—was the scene of
strange gatherings. - Thither, when she was evicted
from .her ,dwelliny - for: refusing -to -pay rates,
camer the . high. pnestes: af, the _ Shakers,
and ’Pamall Smith . the Amzncan evangelut,
and Lord Sha.ftesbury und Archbuhop Benson
and ‘Burne Jones, and Antoinétte Slerlmg and’ nig cer
preachers, and Ritualistic curates, and vegefarians, and
thought-readers, “and - ‘clairvoyantes, ~and @ “spiritual |
wives ”; all these have I met in that beautiful house
amid an unequalled envircnment of Italian. pictures
and of gardens where the saints seemed to wa.k unier
trees of Paradise by the crystal river. #
Tt is almost’ impossiblo to ‘avoid tnu'scendent“hzm
when one thinks of Broadlands and ‘the company which
gathered ‘in it. I do mot think that- the host” ard
hostess would have harboured a vivisector,for -ruelly
was the one sin with which they could make no
terms. But with this one exception it mattered not
how low one had sunk in rocial disgrace, how far ane
had wandered from the paths of sane thinking and the

" jog-trot customs of ‘the world; the doors of Broadlands -

were always open to ene, and the- wanderet Rgssing
through them found himself in a society where the
abelxest traditions of the vieille. Cour were mingled
with an openness of mind to wlndl no .concewab‘e
aspect of truth was unwelcome and -a largeness of



i Not very many people 'will remember, w8
fancy, that it is to Mr. Lionel Tollemache’s
mncle—the late Lord Mount Temple, whose'
widow died recently, and who as Mr. Cow-

#

iper-Temple was First Commissioner of Pub-
ic Works—that London owes the principal
glory of the parks. It was he who first had
the flower beds laid down, which now bloom
for far the greater part of the year in Hyde-
park, and turned the paths from Piccadilly
1o Marble Arch almost into a garden,{"
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