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CHAPTER II.

THE BLOOD Of" CHRIST.

“Unto him that loved us and washed us from our sins in his
own blood.”” — REV. 1: 5. '

“HESE words are ever on the lips of the redeemed
T in heaven, and they are also sung by the true
saints of God on earth. They are rich in comfort,
commemorating as they do that love of Christ which
is the burden of prophecy, the theme of apostles, and
the song of the blood-washed in every age and every
clime. * “ God so loved the world, that he gave his
only Dbegotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him,
should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

“ God commendeth his love toward wus, in that while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” ¢ Christ also
loved the church, and gave himself for it.”

Thus love is the great moving cause of all that the -
triune God has done for us in the work of our redemp-
tion. Let us consider, briefly, what has been done for
us, as set forth in the text.

FFirsT, He has washed us from our sins.
The original rectitude of man as he came from the
hand of his Creator was forfeited by sin. ¢« By one
12
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man sin entered into the world,” and that man was the
human head of the whole race. So that in his offspring
the first Adam is forever repeating himself, and the
poison of sin is in our very blood. ¢ We are by nature
the children of wrath,” and ¢ dead in trespasses and
sins,” for “all have sinned and come short of the glory
of God.” To such authoritative declarations of the
Word of God, we may add the universal consciousness
and confession of sin, as proclaimed by the universal
sacrifices of the heathen, as well as in the ethics of
their philosophers. Thus men know that they have
sinned, and they know, too, that they are powerless to
repair a damage that is so radical. From this dilemma,
an escape is found only in the religion of Jesus
Christ.

‘“ He tasted death for every man.” ¢ He is a propiti-
ation for the sins of the whole world.” And the pro-
clamation of infinite love has indeed become a message
of good tidings. ¢ Though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.” The incarnate God in
Christ Jesus is abundantly able and willing to make
this good to every one of us, and to “ wash us from our
sins.”  “ Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise
cast out.” “Come unto me.” Come, COME, is the ever
repeated call of our loving Lord. This wonderful
offer of cleansing from the guilt, pollution and power
of sin, accompanied with regenerating and sanctifying
grace, 1s made simply and solely on the conditions of
repentance and faith. ¢ Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” To «believe with
the heart unto righteousness ” is to really trustin a
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personal Savior, and is much more than an intellectual
or an * historic ” faith, though including both.

. II. But let us particularly notice the emphasis that
is l;aid upon the *“blood ” as the procuring cause, or at
the fountain head of all redemptive possibilities. Not
only are we ¢« washed from our sins in his own blood,”
but all of the blessings of salvation are in an important
sense attributed to the precious blood of Jesus Christ,
by the inspired writers.

(1.) “ We have redemption through his blood.”
« Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people,
and nation.” ¢« Ye were not redeemed with corruptible
things, ete., but with the precious blood of Christ, as
of a lamb without blemish and without spot.” ¢ Feed
the church of God, which he hath purchased with his
own blood.” The apostle seems determined that no
man should be ignorant.of the amazing price paid for
his redemption. The blood of Jesus Christ was in
very truth the blood of God manifest in the flesh. He
who made the world, came to lay down His life, in
order to buy our freedom from the bondage of sin, into
which we have sold ourselves. DBut redemption is not
to be confounded with salvation. All have been re-
deemed, and that without consulting our choice in the
matter, but if we are saved there must be an individ-
ual, choice, and acceptance of “eternal life” as “the
gift of God,” and on His own conditions. '

(2.) «“We were reconciled to God by the death of
his son.” In every human soul there is by nature
much of enmity towards God, and holiness, and all
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sacred things. *The carnal mind is enmity against
God, and is not subject to the law of God, neither in-
deed can be.” A striking proof of this truth is found
in the person of Lim that denies it. To insist that we
are all the “children of God,” and always were, when
God's Word expressly declares that we are by nature
the ¢ children of wrath,” and of ** the wicked one,” is to
prove our non-subjection to the law of God and His
unchanging truth. To prate about the universal
« Fatherhood of God,” whiie “filied with all unright-
eousness, fornication, wickedness. covetousness, envy,
murder, debate, deceit, despiteful, proud,” ete., etc., is a
climax of silly contradictions, even if it were nothing
more. But it is more. It is to teach men to believe a
lie, and to lead them blindly on to perdition. We may
become the “children of God by faith in Christ Jesus,”
and in no other way. True, He is the * Father of all
flesh” as the. Creator, but this is too wide a sense for
spiritual life, as indeed it is for humanity only, as it
takes in all animate creation. Therefore to “be in
Christ” is to be ‘“a new creature,” or a new creation.
Hence the words of Jesus, “ye must be born again.”
Hence the entreaty of the apostle, “ we pray you in
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” Put away
your enmity, give up your proud, selfish, unholy
dispositions, cease your warfare with God, and He will
at once grant you pardon, peace, a new nature, and “a
new spirit will I put within you!” And all this
through the grace of God and * the death of his son.”
Before even the great God could properly extend such
wonderful clemency to condemned criminals, to hostile
foes and ruined debtors, He must have a divine ground -
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upon which to act. The moral glory of His govern.
ment, the justice, holiness and majesty of divine law
must be maintained. It is only in the atonewent of
Jesus Christ that these claims are all met,and God
can be vindicated as just, while exercising infinite
grace, and the justifier of the most ungodly man that
truly ¢ believeth in Jesus.”

(3.) “In whom we have throungh His blood, the
forgiveness of sins.” ¢ Through this man is preached
unto you the forgiveness of sins.” ¢« Without shedding
of blood is no remission,” and without ¢ remission ” the
law must take its course, and its penalty must fall
upon the evil doer. In God’s way, “escape ” is possible.
In any other Wa,y,n escape is impossible, and men ought
to be brought face to face with the only alternative —
eternal misery. The reasonableness and the necessity
of expiation ought to be proclaimed with tongues of
fire everywhere. God has plainly taught it from the
beginning, and there is a something in human nature
that teaches the same thing. Man craves an atone-
ment. This is proclaimed by every tongue of flame
leaping from myriads of altars drenched with the blood
of consecrated victims. True, there is no real expia-
tion in these sacrifices, but every gleaming knife
unwittingly points to a throne, both of mercy and
of judgment. It is an acknowledgment of the
Justice of the “unknown God,” and an attempt to
avert punishment. Under the law the sacrificial
death of Jesus Christ was prefigured by the blood-
shedding of the prescribed vietims.

All this was by divine appointment. And without
shedding of blood, was no remission. KEvery sinner had
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forfeited his life by his trausgression. But God was
pleased to accept the life of his substitute, instead of his
own, if he would repent of his sin and publicly confess
it. Certainly his sacrifice had no intrinsic merit, but it
did typify the real sacrifice, and whether or not the faith
of the offerer embraced a coming Savior, as ours does
a risen one, he received forgiveness on the ground of
another’s death. ¢ The Lamb of God, that taketh away
the sin of the world,” was indeed already slain, ¢ slain
from before the foundation of the world, ”” in the divine
purpose, but when the historic consummation was
reached then these typical sacrifices of bulls and of
goats came to an end. The real vietim was slain, and
in a supremely solemn moment Jesus said, * This is my
blood of the new testament (covenant), which is shed
for many for the ‘remission of sins.”” Faith now need
no longer grope among the shadows, but Toldly lay hold
upon the bubstfmoe. and we know that “the blood of :
Jesus Christ, cleanseth us from all sin.” The life is in
the blood, and it was the life that was laid down, and
not by His life of obedience, that we are saved. ¢« By
His stripes we are healed.” ¢IHe bare our sins in his
own body on the tree.” -
There is = class of amateur Christians who talk flip-
pantly about ¢ Christ crucified within us,” and seck an
inward Christ, while denying Him without, and tramp-
ling under foot the precious blood of Jesus that was
shed without the gates of Jerusalem. The result is, they
find neither the trme work of the Spirit nor cleansing by
the Dlood. Under the guise of a hy per—spnltuahty they
imagine that since the death of Christ, (as a martyr only)
the Holy Spirit has come down to be the Savior of sin-
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ners in His stead, without reference to the work of Jesus
on the cross. And this is unbiushingly put forth as a
discovery of ¢the great central truth” of the Bible.
But it is, in fact, to deny the clearest statements of
Scripture, which plainly declare that the Holy Spirit
came not to assume the place of Jesus as our Savior, but
“to glorify Christ. “He shall not speak of himself.”
« He shall receive of mine, and shall show it unto you.”
His first work for unsaved humanily is to “ convince
of sin ” and point men to Jesus Christ as the only Savior.
It is to make effective for the cleansing of man’s spirit-
ual nature the merits of “the precious blood of
Christ.”

The whole purport of Scripture testimony, indited by
the Holy Ghost centuries before Ilis incarnation, was
concerning the Son of God and His sacrifice. And the
gospel ministry, inspired by the Spirit, from the days of
John the Baptist to the present hour, has always pointed
men to ¢ the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of
the world.” Jivery one of the apostles, whether they
preached or wrote, proclaimed salvation through the
“blood of Jesus Christ,” and that it is the sole ground
of the sinner’s peace with God. The Holy Ghost indited
and set His seal to such preaching then and ever since,
but has never owned any other kind. It is safe to assert
that preachers of the pernicious error under considera-
tion,neither have any satisfactory assurance of the pardon
of their own sins, nor succeed in bringing others to that
assurance. While on the other hand, a wretched jailer
may ‘“rejoice with all his house in the same hour ™ that
he believes on “{he Lord Jesus.” How blind indeed
must be the man that cannot see this great central sun
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of divine revelation concerning the “blood of Jesus
Christ.” It is the substratum of Christianity.

Some say His death is “the central truth ” in regard
to Jesus Himself, *“just as the martyrdom of Stephen
was the center of his service!” DBy no means! The
death of Christ was not a mere incident in His journey.
It is the great central fact of all time. It was for this
that He came into the world. All types set it forth.
All prophecies looked forward to it. All Christians look
back to it. Heaven and earth bore witness to the awful
grandeur of that hour, by the solemn portents of open-
ing graves, and quaking earth, and rending rock. True
that Jesus did suffer as a faithful witness to the holi-
ness of God and the sinfulness of man, but more than
that, «it pleased the Lord to bruise him,” and to ¢ make
his soul an offering for sin.” There is a moral theory
of the death of Christ that impeaches the divine truth
about it. It is that His death is merely a manifestation
of His love and sympathy proven by suffering, and
designed to attract and instruet us by example, and
thus “win our souls” to love God and man! Nothing
‘can be more delusive than such a pseudo-Christianity,
as this theory about the doctrine of atonement, which
in faet subverts that doctrine. Such sublime self-denial
may be lauded to the skies as transcending all other
“sacrifices”” ever made, and yet it makes nothing more
of it than a sacrifice made to man, in order to draw
out reciprocal love and joy!

But Christ ¢« hath given himself for us, an offering
and a sacrifice to God,” rather than to man. A real
satisfaction to divine justice, of infinite merit, and vin-
dicating as well as satisfying every demand of law by
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bearing its penalty. With such a view, itis a sacrifice
that never grows old. The fountain that was then
opened for sin and uncleanness flows just as freshly
and efficaciously as when first prepared. The sacrifice
of Christ is perpetuated by His intercession. No longer
" a visible cross, with its agony and blood, but He ever
lives to present the marks of His passion, and to carry
forward in heaven the work begun on Calvary. The
results are all the same as though all the scenes of the
cross had been reéunacted thousands of times. By
His own blood he entered in once into the holy place,
having obtained eternal redemption for us.”

(4.) Once more,and briefly, let us see that the blood
of Jesus Christ is the only grounds of our peace with
God. In addition to our proneness to search within
our own hearts for some ground of peace, there is a
class of errorists that constantly proclaim the work of
the Spirit in us as this ground, instead of the work of
Jesus Christ for us. It was indeed Jesus who “made
. peace through the Dblood of his cross.” *“ We have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” We
‘“are made nigh by the blood of Christ, for he is our
peace.” Christ came “and preached peaee,” aund “God
sent, preaching peace by Jesus Christ,” and not by the
Holy Spirit.

Now certainly no right minded person will think for
a moment that we are saying aught that could detract
from the legitimate work of the Holy Spirit. God for-
bid. But we are persuaded of this, that to invert the
divine order of God’s truth is an effectual way of
denying that truth. That both the work of Christ
for us and that of the Spirit within us, are not



THE BLOOD OF CHRIST. 21

only to be maintained in their integrity, but in their
Scriptural order. And when we see influential teachers
directing men to an imaginary saving light or Spirit
within them for * peace,” instead of to Jesus Churist
who “made peace through the blood of his ecross,” we
must ery out against the delusion. “Peace” will never
be found on that line. Men may resort to this or that
in their efforts to find “peace with God,” apart from
the despised cross of Christ, but such efforts are of no
more avail than was water to cleanse the red right hand
of Lady Macheth. She could wash and wash, and yet
cry, “out,” “ out,” and the spot was still there. Herdeep
consciousness was, that < All the perfumes of Arabia
won’t clean this little hand.” But the blood of Him who
gathered all the penalties of violated law into His inno-
cent and holy bosom can “cleanse from all sin.”

The blessed Holy Ghost having reached the conscience
with His awakening call, and revealed the guilt and
doom of a lost soul, directs His attention to Jesus, the
sinner’s friend and substitute, and the object of his
faith and hope. The Holy Spirit is here to administer
God’s great provision for the salvation of every con-
victed, contrite and helieving soul. He is the author
of all convietion, right desire, repentance, faith and
spiritual lite.  Without His blessed light and power we
should continue blind and deaf and dead, both to the
promises of God’s Word, and the rich provisions of His
orace in Christ Jesus our Lord, who said to His disci-
ples, ¢ Peace I leave with you; my peace I give unto
you.” IKven unto us whom He has loved, ¢ and washed
from our sins in His own blood.” Glory be to the
Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost !

Ed



" CHAPTER IIL
CLEANSING THROUGH THE BLOOD.

“If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellow-
ship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son
cleanseth us from all sin.”—1 Jorn 1: T. '

ET us read a few verses of the first chapter of the
L‘First Epistle of John: “God is light, and in him
is no darkness atall. If we say that we have fellow-
ship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do
not the truth: But if we walk in the light, as he is
in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and

the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all

sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he 1s faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If we say that
we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word
is not in us.” :

I invite your special attention to the seventh verse
as our present text: ¢« But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
from all sin.” The inspired apostle is charged with a
‘“ message ”’ from God. That settlesits source. And it
isfor us! What condescension in Him ‘who only hath

A
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immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can
approach unto ! Not only so: “ God is light” just
as certainly as “God is love.” Another apostle calls’
Him the * Father of lights,” or the fountain of all light.
Not only is He surrounded by a marvelous sphere of
light, but His very being is declared to be Light, with-
out any intermixture of darkness at all. His character
and nature must determine the conditions of our fellow-
ship with Him. To be in communion with Him we
must be in the light; but this means deliverance from
sin. ¢« What fellowship hath righteousness with un-
righteousness? and what communion hath light with
darkness? and what concord hath Christ with
Belial ?”” He in whom there is no sin and no darkness
cannot fellowship sin in His children, but they “are all
children of light, and children of day: we are not of
the night, nor of darkness.” By our justification and
regeneration we have been introduced into this walk in
the light, and into a sphere of fellowship with God and
with the brethren. And this is a wonderful thing, to

be “born again.” It is most blessed to be God’s child,
~ but to remain children when we ought to be men is to
become dwarfs, and that is not a pleasant thought at
all. Ihave known a few instances of children where
there was little mental or physical development, and it
is always sad. Alas! how frequent are such instances
of spiritual dwarfage. And this is a far more serious
‘and disastrous thing in God’s family than it would be
in ours; especially so, as we comprehend the rich pro-
visions of His grace for the ¢ perfecting of his saints,”
for our being made “free flom sin”’ and bringing forth
“fruit unto holiness.”
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Our text contains this gospel of cleansing from ¢ all
sin.” | |

1. Let us notice the extent and meaning of the
term “sin.” The natural man can never agree with
God concerning the true character of sin, ner redemp-
tion from it. Our apostle, in the lesson just read, con-
fronts three classes of errorists with the truth of God
about sin. The first class talk of communion with
God, and boast great things of having an inner light
and direct illumivation by the Spirit, and yet walk in
darkness ; that is, they walk not “as he walked.”
Their external life is not according to the directions of
Scripture, nor the example of Christ. They may even
glory in “upholding a much higher standard than
these”! John says plainly, they *lie, and do not the
truth.” ) |

Then, again, there are those who deny that they
are sinners — who say “they have not sinned.” Man
commonly says this in some sense ; that is, he calls his
sins shortcomings, infirmities, and such like, but re-
fuses to believe that his wound is mortal, and thanks
God he is better than some other man that he can
think of. Thus he feels no need of the atonement of
Jesus Christ. Now, these not only lie themselves, but
“make God a liar,” because He declares on every page
of His word that < there is no difference: for all have
sinned; and come short of the glory of God.” Thus
sin exists, and is upon us in the form of transgression.
It is the very beginning of wisdom to know this, to
admit our guilt, and then the convicting Spirit will
speedily cause us to feel our misery and peril.  This is
a practical and personal question, and the first one to

e oo A B
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cet settled. Comparatively few men know anything
about conscious pardon, because they will not admit
their guilt and coufess their sins,in any true sense.
They are forever extenuating; they are “not so bad as
you might think,” or have tried to do the best they
could. The natural advantages of birth, or training, or
education, or position in society, or culture, they want
placed to their credit in some way. The greatest diffi-
culty of our day is to get men really convinced of sin.
To feel that they are sinners and that there is an awful
penalty attached to sin. There are not a few learned
simpletons, in the church as well as out, who are
explaining away the truth of God and wresting the
Scriptures in a way to please the devil and destroy
souls! Butif we simply believe the word of God, we
know that we are “condemned already,” lost already,
and that our only hope is in Jesus Christ, who loved us
and died for us, and comes now by His word and Spirit
to seek and save us. Whenever we face about we
shall see Him, for He is still following the sinning
prodigal. The Lord Jesus is an advocate who under-
takes our case, not to get us out of the clutches of the
law as innocent, not to secure our acquittal because of a
flaw in ihe indictment, or to prove that we are not
guilty, but He comes before the High Court of Heaven
in hehalf of elients who * confess their sins” and are
willing to be estimated at their worst. Our confession
of sin is not the procuring cause of our forgiveness and
cleansing — not at all; but it is the needful test ana
sign of genuine repentance. Our Dlessed Christ has
paid all of our debt, even to the last farthing, and God
will keep His promise to forgive. ¢ He is faithful;”
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not only so, He is ¢ just,” and what has been paid'by
our surety will never be demanded of us as principals.
Thus the atoning work of the Son of God avails as-our
trespass offering, and the blood of Jesus Christ cleans-
eth us from all committed sins. |

II. But our text is far more comprehensive than
this. We are to be cleansed from ¢all sin,” or “sin”
in its root, or origin, as a unit of evil principle, and as
the source of sinful manifestations or unrighteous
actions. This, without a doubt, is the special meaning
of the term as used in the text. Saint John is here
setting forth the sanctification of believers, rather than
the justification of the ungodly. That sin in the form
of depravity, or inbred pollution, still exists in the
justified, is the clear doctrine of Scripture. It is not
“an act to be pardoned, nor can it be cancelled by a judi-
cial decree. Yet there is provision in the .vicarious

work of Jesus Christ for cleansing from all pollution.

But there is a third class of errorists spoken of by
John, who “say they have no sin” or pollution re-
maining after their justification; that they were * thor-
oughly converted,” and all that. They “say” that
justification and sanctification are coetaneous. They
deny the existence of “the body of sin” as a unit, or
“the old man”with his manv members in believers.
“These deceive themselves, and the truth is not in
them ;” and that is what God says about it. It some-
times occurs that where there is great faithfulness in
the early Christian walk, the flesh is not felt to *lust
against the Spirit” for a time. But the old man
bound, is not to be mistaken for the old man cast out;
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the one is repression, the other is expulsion. Far
oftener, however, the conflict begins very soon after
~conversion, and I will read a good description of it from
a tract which I picked up to-day. The author says:—
“ During this time I have passed through the usual
experience of Christians: sometimes full of love to the
Savior; it was then a joy to pray to Him and work for
Him. At other times I have been cold, prayer has
been a task, and work a slave’s bondage. Almest from
the beginning of my Christian life, I have not doubted
that I was the child of God, saved simply by faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ. Suffering under the deepest.
affliction that can come upon a man, He upheld me;
and subjected to fearful temptation, sometimes I have
yielded, but whenever I called directly upon Him, He
delivered me. |
“ At times I have had such a sense of God’s love to
me as lifted me above temptations, and often made me
long to go at once to the Savior and so get rid of sin;
but such blessed times, of long or shorter duration, soon
passed, lasting, in fact, no longer than the mere exalta-
tion of feeling. At such times I worked intensely to
accomplish as much as possible while the glow lasted.
Thus, at times in bright sunshine, then in the dark ; now
running Joyously, then staggering, falling, getting up
again, and again stumbling, I struggled ou. For some
time I looked for nothing better in the world, for, with
individual and rare exceptions, I found my experience
to be that of Christians about me, in every branch of
Christ’s Church.  For the higher Christian life which I
saw in a very few, I supposed that special faith, not
attainable by me, was given.”
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In this we get glimpses of the fellowship of a child
with its Father, but we also see a longing for the work
‘of a physician who can deliver from this body of death.
I often think of the Siamese twins, who sought deliver-
ance from one another, but were so united that the doc-
tors said there was no help for them only in death. I
think there are many soul doctors that have no more
wisdom in spiritual things than that. How sad it is if
we do not receive Jesus as a doctor able and willing to

heal all our diseases! Alas, how well we know that sin

is the mortal disease of the soul! Every system of
morals and philosophy under the sun recognizes it and
offers to treat it, but Jesus Christ offers to kill it.

TIT. And this brings us to consider more particularly
God’s method of effecting this cleansing. It is “the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son that cleanseth us from
all sin.” The blood of atonement is the only source of
all redemptive possibilities. And this Scripture includes
both the procuring cause and the efficient agent em-
ployed, or the Holy Spirit. For the ¢“blood ” and the
Spirit are codperative and complemental in all the work
of our redemption, from the beginning to the end.
Atonement procures probation, and the Spirit convinces
of sin.  The blood atones for sins, and the Spirit re-
generates. Christ was a “sin offermg,” or sacrifice for
sin in its root or origin, in order that “sin in the flesh”
might be destroyed, and that man might be cleansed
from ¢all sin.” Lven the inbeing or totality of sin is
to receive its death blow by the crucifying work of the
Holy Spirit.  And this is not, as many suppose, a pro-
cess, but an act, as natural death is always an act. It
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matters not how long one may hang upon the cross in
torture, death itself is a quick deliverance. And every
argument in favor of gradualism is but the plea made
by the old man himself for an extension of his lease.
“ Growth in grace ” will no more kill sin than growing
corn will kill weeds. They need eradication. Neither
can we destroy this “body of sin” one member at a
time. Ior a season we may conquer pride, or temper,
or jealousy, or selfishness, and try to hand them over to
the Lord, but He won’t kill our members one at a time,
and the next thing is that the whole ground is to be
gone over again. If you will excuse me, I would illus.
trate this by a very homely little story. And I think
you will. | |
A friend of mine purchased of his neighbor a lot of
little pigs and their mother, and they were to be put
into the pen of the buyer. Shortly after, my friend
went to his pen to look over his purchase. It occurred
to him to put the pigs away from their mother. So he
began to catch and put them over into the small pen ad-
joining, counting them as he did so. After putting
over quite a number, his attention was arrested by the
fact that several still remained. But he continued to
catch and count, and count and catch, surprised and de-
Jighted at the size of his bargain. When he came to
himself, however, he discovered the hole through which
the half-dozen little exiles had, from time to time, found
their way back to their mother. He had to tell it, for
he thought it too good to keep to himself. But how
many children of God are solemnly going over the
same round of turning over some one hateful member
or another to the Lord, when He bids us to *“put off the
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old man”! To hand him over, despite his cries, to the
Holy Ghost, to be burned up as chaff or as dross.

IV. And while this is God’s method of cleansing
from inbred sin, His conditions are simply those of con-
secration and faith. And it is in vain that we attempt
to exercise faith, until we are on believing ground; and
that is, ground that’s not in sight. It is to push out
to sea in your small boat and then, at the command of
Jesus, get out of that and walk upon “ground ” that’s
nothing but water, and it may be a thousand fathoms
deep! It is to really give up the world, its gifts and its
honors, and even the approbation ¢ one of another.” If
you'll do this, don’t you see that self-life would soon
die of starvation, even if there were no other mode. He
feeds on applause and breathes flattery. The reason
people cannot ¢ believe” is because they will not quit
trying to see. To clutch at a visible straw is enough to
shut out faith. Ifaith’s attitude is one of self-abase-
ment and humility. I once came to a spring for a
drink, but found no vessel but an old strainer hanging
on a stake. I thought rather than soil my clothes I
would try the strainer, and so I did. But the water
was too smart for me, and I gave it up. When I went
down on the ground, I got my drink. How men will
twist and turn about rather than surrender to God and
become nothing ! Let me read again from this tract:
“Tried by various tests which seemed to be put to me,
I could not say that if God would make me holy I was
ready to submit to anything He might do to accomplish
it. The issue was plainly before me, and I could not
say, ‘I am ready.” Thus I shrank from being made
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wholly God’s, and chose a life of less consecration, and
therefore of less usefulness. But I heartily thank God
that this was not permitted. I bless Him that He did
not leave me at peace. Temptations of every kind
began to assail me. Vanity, pride, ambition, love of
ease, and other sins obtained power over me, until fear
of exposure, and consequent disgrace to the cause of
Christ, made me desperate ; and could I have believed
in the doctrine of annihilation, I would gladly have
chosen death. For more than a year sin held me fast,
and full consecration seemed to me the only means of
deliverance from its power, ‘Then, said I, ‘I’ll try for
it.”  From that moment I hegan to ask God to make me
willing, not in any single and concentrated effort, but in
the attitude of desire. I knew what it was I wanted ;
I knew it was attainable ; Scripture sanctioned it and
experience had proved it. I knew I could not obtain it
for myself, but that what was impossible with me was
possible with God, and in simple faith I asked Him to
do the work.” | |

-« Nearly two years have passed since then, and the
blessed sense of God’s presence has never left me.
With every liability to sin that I ever had, subject con-
tinually to temptation as before, He keeps me perfectly.
Through the indwelling Spirit (ye are the temples of
the Holy Ghost), I feel that what I was trying to do
* before by the help of God, as I thought, He now does
for me. Christ is my sanctification. He has under-
taken to ‘sanctify my spirit, soul and body.” ¢ Faithful
is he that calleth you, who also will do it.” The Bible
is now a new book, deeply interesting at all times. I
‘pray without ceasing, giving thanks always for all
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things.” ¢To me, to live is Christ,” and though to die
would be certain bliss, I want Him, if it may be His
will, to let me serve Him as long as possible. Kach
day’s service is now a delight. Each morning I give
myself into His keeping and ask His guidance for the
day. No longer trusting at all to my own exertions, I
ask Him to use all my faculties and powers to their
utmost for His glory. The result is, that every duty,
small and great, is more plainly scen, easier and better
done ; fewer mistakes are made; my heart does not
condemn me. I have confidence towards God, and He
keeps me in perfect peace. The secret is, perfect dis-
trust (fear and trembling) of myself, perfect trust in
Him to ¢will and to do of his good pleasure.” His
service is perfect freedom.

“ There is no presumption in this. It is a child’s
confidence in his Father. Nothing to make one feel
that he is better than another. Self must die before the
Spirit can take possession of us. No doctrine of the
perfection of the flesh. We must be driven to extre-
mity before we can cast ourselves upon Christ to be
kept by His power. Our strength is mere weakness.
It 15 only as we abide in Jesus that we have power, for
‘severed from me ye can do nothing.””

This experience of a dear brother, so clearly and
frankly told, is not peculiar to him, but has its counter-
part in thousands of God’s children. But says one,
“ He who is thus saved is too modest to tell it!” Is
he? Dearsoul! How such a remark as that reveals
the total misapprehension of the speaker. If salvation
were indeed an attainment, or acquired by our efforts,
his thought would be legitimate. But I take you to a
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store, or a factory. or a farm, and say, ¢ This is all a
gift from my father! I was a poor, wandering, rebel-
lious, prodigal boy, but my father called me home, for-
gave me all, and gave me this inheritance!” If a son
would be “too modest” to honor such a father as that,
I would say he was too modest to be honest, not to
speak of base ingratitude; and that if “his pound”
were taken from him and given to another, it would be
only just. I am sure that you will agree with me too.
The fact is, the church discriminates against Christ’s
witnesses to-day as much as of old. Let a man come
in here and tell you that the devil has him wholly in his
power — that he is filled with hate and murder, and
ready to kill us all at any moment his master, the devil,
says so. We would all believe him, and every one
would be filled with terror in a moment. But let an
intelligent, reliable, good man say, * The blood of Jesus
Christ his Son cleanseth me from all sin,” and we fear
he 1s “mistaken,” or ¢fanatical,” or a “hypocrite,” or,
at least, “ immodest” !

You remember the blind man in the ninth of John,
whose eyes Jesus opened. But the Jews were deter-
mined not to believe it, and so they resorted to every
means to get him to tone down his testimony. They
did frighten his parents into a lie about it, but the poor
fellow stuck to the facts, and then ¢ they reviled him”
and “ cast him out.” But Jesus was out there too, and
soon found him, so that he had the best of company
after all. No doubt he could have stayed in, and the
Pharisees would have thought him a fine fellow, if only
he had said: « Well, I may be somewhat better, but not
much!” Ah! that’s humble and modest like. I believe



34 OLD CORN ]

him. That’s about as much as anybody can say that
goes to that doctor!”  For my part, beloved, I love to
hear a witness say wonderful things about Jesus, and
I’ll hope it’s all true. Miss Havergal said: ¢ It was that
word cleanseth which opened the door of a very glory
of hope and joy to me. I had never seen the force of
the tense before. A continual present, always present,
tense.” |

Fellowship with God is to walk with Him, and to
walk with God is to walk in the light, and to walk in
the light is to be cleansed from all sin by the bLlood of
Jesus Christ His Son. Now let us pray, and Vleld, and

believe for God’s gracious ‘work, and all for Jesus’ sake.
Amen.



CHAPTER 1V.

CONSECRATIOXN.

‘T beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that
ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service.”” — Rodr. 12 : 1.

HERE is an unlimited quantity of literature and
T talk about ¢ Consecration,” but comparatively little
of the thing itself. As a theme, it may seem rather
hackneyed; but as an experience, it never loses its
freshness. The Apostle Paul proceeds from the doc-
trinal portion of this epistle to press upon his ¢ breth-
ren’’ that “be in Rome” the most important practical
lessons. Not his “brethren” because the children of
Adam, or as the beggar who once approached Welling-
ton understood it, and asked this great lord to pity and
help his “poor brother,” but as his brethren in Christ,
“beloved of God.” They are not sinners, but saints.
He does not use authority to command, but in love and
tenderness He entreats, “beseeches.” He appeals to
their experience of God’s mercy as the grounds of His
admonition. Through His grace in Christ Jesus they
now belonged to a race of priests, but to become prac-
tically and actively such, they must voluntarily present

35
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themselves as a whole “burnt offering” unto God — an
acceptable sacrifice—an odor of sweet smell. “He
shall offer it of his own voluntary will at the door of
the tabernacle of the congregation before the Lord.”
This was the law regarding the consecration of the
priests, or the sons of Aaron to the priestly office in
the Lord’s house. |

The language of their «burnt offering” was this: A
voluntary and an entire devotedness to God, to do His
will whatever that might be. It was as the anti-type
of this offering that Jesus said, « I.o, I come to do thy
will, O God,” from first to last, without the slightest
departure in anything. In the unshaken purpose and
divine ability to accomplish this, He went forward to
the cross.and said, “I lay down my life that I may take
it again.” He was unmoved by the mistaken sympathy
of friends who said, ¢ Pity thyself, Lord.” He was
equally deaf to the most diabolical opposition of earth
and hell. In his life of righteousness and holiness, He
was misunderstood as being mad, and accused of having
a devil. He was abused, mocked, deserted, cast out,
betrayed, buffeted, spit upon, condemned and crowned
with thorns. All of this at the hands of men, church-
men, because He was the one faithful witness for God
hefore men! Now to us“it is given not only to believe
on bim, but also to suffer for his sake.” - And ¢ who-
soever forsaketh not all that he hath, cannot be my
disciple.” And yet, having “fellowship with his suf-
ferings > for righteousness sake must ever be a purely
“ yvoluntary” matter. Not a martyr but could have
saved himself by recanting.

But God has a right to us. Ie has bought us with
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His blood. We are not our own. Ile ‘jealously
desireth us,” and the true Christian’s longing is toward
the “lover” of his soul.

I. Our text acquaints us with the nature of the
“gsacrifice ” demanded. But let us first glance at some
errors concerning this consecration, or what it is not.

(1.) Itis not to be confounded with the submission
of a sinner, which is a totally different thing. (a.)
The siuner is impelled by fear to seek a refuge. The
child of God is drawn by love and gratitude into closer
conununion and loval service.

(b.) The former is a rebel, and is only met with a
challenge to surrender unconditionally, or submit {o
God and accept His terms of salvation. IHe is never
invited to *“ consecrate.” Not once in the Book.

(¢.) He is dead, and it is a “living sacrifice 7 that
God asks for. He can accept nothing as an offering
that is dead. Even the blind, the lame, or the “sick”
were an abomination bhefore the Lord. ¢ Dead in tres-
passes and sins,” he cannot make a will, for he is a
bankrupt, and has nothing to bestow if he could. As
such, he must first of all be a receiver and not a giver.
And God’s call to the sinner is to *receive ” sight, to
“receive ” forgiveness of sins and life from the dead.

(2.) Consecration is constantly called “separation.”
And so it is, but it is much more than a separation from
evil, for fear of exposure or of coming judgment. To
“depart from the tents of these wicked men lest ye be
consumed in their sins,” is separation indeed, but not
consecration !

(3.) Neither is it ecclesiastical exclusiveness, as the
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separation of the Pharisee that says, “I am holier than
thou,” It is not uncommon for persons to imagine that
religious sanctimoniousness is sanctification. Nothing
could be wider of the mark. Never, until the heart is
purified by faith, do we feel our utter helplessness, and
really lose all our self-confidence. There is indeed a
«“gsufficiency,” but ¢ our sufficiency is of God.” ~Many
suppose that an assurance of sin put away, ministers
to a spirit of self-confidence and self-complacency.
Nothing could be farther from the truth, and the mistake
is founded on the delusion that holiness is an “attain- -
ment,” or the result of our own efforts, instead of the
work of the Holy Spirit'and a bestowment. Instead of
making little of sin, it is simply making much of the
“blood and the Spirit, that have cleansed us from it.
This ministers to a spirit of true humility, of praise,
gratitude and worship, and is the end of all Pharisaism
and legalism in the human heart. And it may be truly
said, that it is the only possible way to end it.

II. Let us now look ata “separation” that has a
positive side as well as a negative. A separation unto
Christ, as well as a renunciation of all evil. No more
beautiful illustration of this can be found than that of
Rebekah, who isindeed a marvelous type of the spiritual
lessons of our text. When Abraham sent his servant
to find a wife for his son, he made him swear that he
would not take a daughter of the Canaanites, but one
of his own ¢“kindred.” And such was Rebekah, his
nephew Bethuel’s daughter. She was told about Isaac,
of the dignity of his person, and also of his exceeding
riches, because unto him his father « hath given all that
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he hath.”? She already enjoyed an earnest of his wealth
in the “raiment,” and the “ jewels” now in her posses-
sion. It did not take her long to see that Isaac’s bride
would be the joint bheir with him of all this glory and
wealth of possessions. If the story were only true, and
she should present herself to Isaac and be ““acceptable,”
then he and all that he had would be hers. She believed
the report, ““and she said I will go.” Her path was
unknown to her, and so it was a way of faith, but she
was under the conduct of one who knew the way to her
intended bridegroom, and she would risk it all. To tend
Laban’s sheep any longer would be to despise the
exalted privilege of becoming * the mother of thousands
of millions.” Her faith was tested by the importunities
of nature for delay, “a few days, at the least ten,” but
he said, ‘hinder me not, send me away unto my
master.” She was detached in her affections from
things that were “seen,” just in proportion as she
became attached to her unseen husband. She was sepa-
rated from the former that she might be separated unto
‘the latter. It is this separating power of faith that ¢ puri-
fies the heart.”” Rebekah’s separation from home and
kindred found its joyful recompense when she ‘saw
Isaac,” and ¢ she became his wife and he loved her.”
There is a marvelous beauty in this narrative, as it
+ illustrates the spirit and real meaning of true consecra-
tion.

The word “present” denotes the voluntariness of
consecration when we are drawn by love and gratitude,
in contrast with the enforced submission of the sinner
when moved by fear. It also denotes a finished and
comprelensive act that is done once for all, and as com-
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plete and irrevocable as a marriage vow, which could
only be brought into contempt by a lepehuon, unless
indeed it had been broken.

Bishop Taylor says: “Never since I was thus ‘cruci-
fied’ and ¢purged from dead works’ have I made any
vows pertaining to the inner life and looking to a future
fulfillment. I have thus been enabled through extraor-
dinary trials and vicissitudes to walk by faith for
over twenty years.”

IITI. The expression ‘“present your bodies a living
sacrifice,” is one having obvious reference to the *“burnt
offering ”” of the Old Testament, as we have pl@VlOUbl)
sugg ested In this offering there is no question of sin-
bearing whatever, but of devotednebs unto (God, even
unto death. It symbolized the whole life, with all its
powers and energies consumed in the service of God and
for His glory. And the striking beauty and fitness in
the Apostle’s allusion to this special offering, is seen
when we remember that Aaron’s sons could not enter
upon their priestly ministrations until they brought
“ the ram for the burnt offering ” and “ the rain of con-
secration,” and they were solemnly offered before the
Lord, “and the glory of the Lord appeared unto all the
people.” Just so the believer that would enter upon
his priestly service in the house of God is entreated to °
present his body ¢“a living sacrifice,” a whole burnt
offering to God, as his reasonable service. It is a com-
mon error to suppose that every believer is qualified to
enter upon the functions of the priestly office at once,
and in virtue of the fact that he is of the priestly house.
If hewould serve as a priest, he mustbe more than theson
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nf Aaron —he must be a consecrated son. His sacrifice
is not the oblation of a Dbeast, but of himself, and this
word “sacrifice” stands for whatever is dedicated to
God by His own appointment. The only * sacrifice ” of
atonement is Christ, but through Him our persons and
performances are sacrifices of devotement and of praise
to the honor of God.

IV. The phrase “your bodies,” may be used as
equivalent to yourselves, but it is more in exact keep-
ing with the figure employed, or with the type, to under-
stand the Apostle as speaking more literally of the body
with special design. It is wholly contrary to Scripture
that the body is so frequently depreciated by men. It
is to be sanctified wholly as the temple of the Holy
Ghost and the organ of this present life in all relations.
As it has been the servant of the soul when yielded to
sin, so it is to be the servant of the soul in the service
of God. It is the channel through which the purity of
the Spirit is most in danger. The physical appetites,
affections and desires are all lawful in themselves, but
have been inoculated and perverted by sin. Our text
does not indicate their annihilation, but their purifica-
tion. Sanctification is to extend to that part of our
being that is most exposed to the bondage of sin. In
order to do this, the body is to be yielded to God in
every member and for His service, just as fully as the
moral nature or personal life, which is the principal
offering, has been yielded to Him.

(1.) This sacrifice is to be a “living ” one. This
epithet may be considered in opposition to the sacrifices
that were to be slain and speedily consumed upon the
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altar. They lived no more: but you may offer an ac-
ceptable sacrifice that lives right on. ¢ Living” may
also refer to the perpetual, continuous character ot the
sacrifice, as opposed to the transient nature of those
under the law. A sacrifice that never loses its value or
its power, as “living waters,” “.iving bread,” and a
“living way.” Or, again, and most fittingly, 1t means a
“sacrifice ”” inspired and governed by the spiritual life
of the soul. Christ “dwelling in the heart by faith,”
makes it possible {for His life to be manifest in our monr-
tal bodies. And we may thus live one continuous life,
with its capabilities, labors, aims, hopes and destinies,
all unconditionally in God’s hands. |
(2.) It is to be a “holy ” sacrifice. Holy, because
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. Holy, because offered ac-
cording to the will of God, and because He has said
that « every devoted thing is most holy unto the Lord.”
And lastly holy, because made so by Jesus Christ, the
Christian’s altar, who sanctifies the gift, and by whom
we  offer up spiritual sacrifices aceeptable unto God.”
(3.) Yes; it is “acceptable ” or well pleasing unto
God. Why should it not be? Honestly, entirely and
voluntarily made, the divine requirements are fully met,
and it is a “burnt sacrifice,” an “odor of a sweet smell,
acceptable and well-pleasing to God.” He has so
declared it, and we must believe it. But we may also
have another witness besides the word of God. ¢ And
there came a fire out from the Lord and consumed upon
the altar the burnt offering and the fat.” Thus the
priests as they went forward, believing in the word of
God, doing *“the thing which the Lord commanded,”
did find His promise fulfilled, that “the glory of the
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Lord shall appear unto you.” And ¢ when all the peo-
ple saw it, they shouted and fell on their faces.” Then
was faith turned to sight. Now if God thus testified
His acceptance of a ram, offered under the law, by a mir-
acle of fire, much more may His priests under the gos-
pel know by the baptism with fire, that their offering is
accepted at their hands, and in like measure see * the
olory of the Lord.” Now, all of this isa most “reason-
able service.” If “the Lord is for the body,” the body
surely ought to be ¢for the Lord.” The “body” 1s
made a partaker of gospel benefits, both here and here-
after in resurrection and glorification, and it is most
reasonable that it should be perfectly joined with the
Spirit in the service of God. But tle phrase * reason-
able service,” is no less foreible when understood to
mean spiritual service, or that which pertains to the
mind, as antithetical to the thought of the external and
ceremonial services of the sanctuary. DBut its reason-
ableness from any standpoint will be fully seen only

when our compliance with God’s demand is complete.
Oh'! that every one may do this to-day, if not already
done. Have you not delayed too long already? Why
not yield that last point? The early conversion of a
sinner pleases God. So, also, does the early consecra-
tion of a believer! |

V. Only a few words as to the practical outcome of
this wonderful work of God in the soul. Perfect sub-
mission to His will quickly develops the principle of
obedience, and He meets our surrendered will with His
own transforming power, which develops life from
within,  We soon begin to *“ prove,” that is, have prac-



44 OLD CORN.

tical proof and experimental knowledge of the “ will of
God” concerning us. The light of the Holy Spirit
that illumines our hearts shines upon the written word,
and what the mind apprehends, the conscience approves.
We find that God’s will is indeed “good.” Good in
itself ; good for us; good for our fellowmen. That it
is “acceptable,” even to such as once rebelled against it,
and complained about it, now it is most welcome. Nay,
it is “perfect.” It is prescribed by our Father, and

contains all things needful for the man of God that he

“may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto every good
work.” The more we sée of it, the more we hold and
rejoice in these perfections of God’s will or law. The
more thankful we are that God has a will that specifi-
cally concerns us, and that our wills are lost in His.
The more we understand the loving heart of our Lord
Jesus, the more legibly does He write His law in our
hearts and minds.

““I have no cares, O blessed will!
For all my cares are Thine,
Ilivein triumph, Lord! for Thou
Hast made Thy triumphs mine.

““Ilove to see Thee bring to naught
The plans of wily men;
When simple hearts outwit the wise,
Oh! Thou art loveliest then.

‘111 that e blesses is our good,
And unblest good is ill;
And all is right that seems most wrong
If it be His sweet willl”



CHAPTER V.

THE BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY GHOST.

** He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire.””—
MATT. 3: 11.

UCH was the promise of John the Baptist to his
S disciples as they heard him proclaim the gospel of
the ¢« Lamb of God.” This same promise was renewed
by the Lord Jesus himself when He spoke of the “abid-
ing Comforter.” ¢ Even the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you” (John 14: 17). And again,
just before His ascension, He did not forget to bring ¢ the
promise ” nigh, and to tell His disciples that its fulfill-
ment was at hand. “Ye shall be baptized with the
Holy Ghost not many days hence™ (Acts 1: 5). Not
only so, he declared that this promise ¢ which ye have
heard of me” is indeed * the promise of the Father,”
and Peter distinctly identifies this “promise of the
Father ” with the prophecy of Joel, eight hundred
years before. ¢ And it shall come to pass in the last
days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all
flesh,” ete. (Acts 2: 17). |



46 OLD CGRN.

So that we think it placed beyond dispute that this
prophecy of Joel, “the promise of the Father,” the
“ baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire,” spoken
of by John and authoritatively promised by our Lord,
are all descriptive of, and point to, one and the same
event. And that in Acts 2: 4, we have recorded the
specific and accurate fulfillment of these predictions and
promises, for the first time in all history. We are also
assured that this same ¢ promise is unto us, and to our
children,” while it is painfully evident that its ¢ exceed-
ing greatness” is far from being either rightly under-
stood or appreciated by multitudes of tne Lord’s
people. )

It is our purpose, therefore, to seek to turn the atten-
tion of our readers with renewed interest to a promise
of God, which has never been revoked, and is as avail-
able for every one of His children to-day as it was for
those upon whom it was first bestowed. And we can-
not doubt that if this conviction entered into the
thoughts and prayers and ministry of the church of
Jesus Christ as it should, the inefficiency and feeble-
ness of modern piety would be succeeded by that ¢ power
from on high” which is only received *after that the
Holy Ghost is come upon you.” It is, therefore, a mat-
ter of the first importance to have true and scriptural
views concerning this subject, and that our minds should
be disabused of the many errors which constantly be-
cloud it. |

I. Our first point, therefore, is to call attention to
the fact that the “promise” of the baptism with the
Holy Ghost is made to believers, and believers only.
That it is never made to “sinners,” that it does not
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stand connected with the new birth, and if received at
all. is always received at some time subsequent to re-
generation. It may indeed be very soon after conver-
sion, but that we must stand in the relation of an
adopted child of God, before it is possible to become a
fit candidate for this ¢ baptism,” ix, we think, demon-
strably true.

(1) Joel describes those upon whom the Spirit of
God will be poured outin the last days as true Israelites,
and Peter more fully declares them to he God’s “ ser-
vants and handmaidens.” (See Acts 2: 18.) Malachi
also says that it is the “sons of Levi” that “he shall
purify.”

(2.) The words of our text, as uttered by John, are
addressed, and the “ promise” is made to, his disciples,
to men who had repented and confessed their sins, and
who left John to follow Jesus the moment He called
them to become fishers of men. These are the men
whom Jesus sent forth with *authority over all devils
and to cure diseases,” “ to preach the kingdom of God,
and to heal the sick” (Luke 9: 1). Who were sent
forth ¢“as lambs among welves,” and to whom “even
the devils were subject ” through the name of Jesus.
The men whom He bade to “ rejoice because your names
are written in heaven,” and of whom He testified in
His last prayer, “they are thine ” — ¢ they are not of
this world, even as I am not of the world” (John 17).

Such testimony concerning the religious state and
standing of the disciples might be multiplied indefi-
nitely, but we think the evidence already adduced must
be abundantly satisfactory to every intelligent and can-
did reader.
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(3.) Ineveryallusion tothe “promise of the Father,”
made during the ministry of our Lord, He makes it clear
beyond a question that ¢ He spake of the Spirit which
thiey that believe on him should receive ” (John 7: 39).
“I will not leave you comfortless. I willcome toyou.”
“If a man love me, he will keep my words, and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and
make our abode with him.” ¢“And I will pray the
Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that
he may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth ;
whom the world can not receive, because it seeth him
not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he
dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” (John 14).
Here is the most specific statement by our Lord himself
concerning the utter impossibility of the reception of
the baptism with the Spirit by unregenerate worldlings.
And the line hetween these and His disciples is again
andagain drawn sharp and clear, and He explains « how”
He «will manifest Himself unto us, and not unto the
world.”  And, finally, having preoccupied the minds of
His disciples with the value, joy and powerof the coming
Comforter, Jesus bade them “ tarry at Jerusalem ” for
the fulfillment of the “promise™ which was repeated
from His own lips as He stood in the midst of His ¢ little
flock” on Olivet, and only a moment or two before « he
blessed them and was parted from them.”

(4> In the Acts of the Apostles we find the most
complete and constant verification of the doctrine above
set forth. It was the “hundred and twenty ™ disciples
that “were of one accord” — that knew how to continue
“in prayer and supplication,” asking in the name of
Jesus, their ascended Lord — that waited day after day
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for the promised baptism, with an eager intensity that
ought to shame the torpid listlessness of eynical doc-
{rinaires who rather think these men * were not yet con-
verted.” It was upon these that the baptism with the
Spirit came on the day of Pentecost. Not another in-
habitant of Jerusalem was a recipient of this woudrous
aift, but Peter proclaimed to the inquiring multitude
the conditions upon which tliey, too, might claim the
promise, viz.: “Repent, and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost™ (Acts
2: 38).

In Acts 5: 32, we read that « God hath given [the
Holy Ghost] to them that obey him.” In Acts 8, we
have an account of the conversion of many cf the Samar-
itans, though the Holy Ghost « had fallen upon none
of them ” until after Peter and John had come down
from Jerusalem and ¢ prayed for them, that they might
receive the Holy Ghost.”

In Acts 10, the Roman Centurion, Cornelius, receives
the same gracious * baptism,” and “ on the Gentiles also
was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.” DBut the
precedent conditions of knowing ¢“peace by Jesus
Christ,” and of a realized “ acceptance ” with God were
all discovered by Peter, and are clearly testified to by
him as already existing in the household of Cornelius
when he first *“ opened his mouth.”

In Acts 19, the case with the Ephesian * disciples” is
precisely analogous. And Paul’s question, ¢ Did ye re-
ceive the Holy Ghost when ye believed ?” brings out
the emphatic negative. And in Eph.1: 13, the Apostle
states more fully and minutely the state of grace
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enjoyed by these Ephesian elders, when they ¢ were
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise.”

We dwell thus at length upon our first point, with
the hope of removing from candid minds the confusion
and obscurity often thrown about this subject by a class
of persons who constantly speak and write of ¢ the
baptism with the Holy Ghost,” as synonymous with
«“ the new birth,” or that this baptism * marks our initia-
tion into the kingdom of God.” The serious import of
this error can hardly be insisted upon too much, and the
evils that flow out of it can scarcely be exaggerated.
If it be true that those who have been ¢ born again,”’
and are indeed the children of God, have, therefore,
been ¢ baptized with the Holy Ghost and with fire,” we
are driven into a sad dilemma. It is this: Either that
the great mass of church members have never been con-
verted, and so must be utterly un-Christianized; or else
that “the baptism with the Holy Ghost” is no longer
attended with “power from on high,” nor with a “tongue
of fire” that burns its way through every barrier of sin
and opposition into the hearts of men, That its effect
1s no longer to cause men to ‘ magnify God” as the
house of Cornelius did, but to magnify brains, culture,
eloquence, money, creeds, churches, performances, lita-
nies, lectures, society, socials, seances, steeples, robes,
rituals, finery and foolery of all sorts. It is simply
undeniable that in one form or another, such are the
things that bewitch the church of our day. And so the
moient it is established that men are *“baptized with
the Holy Ghost,” when “born of the Spirit,” (a very
different work) we must abandon every hope of fruitful-
ness in the church, and regard the * rivers of water”
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that were to flow out of those filled with the Spirit, as
only figures of speech and fanciful illusions. TFor the
Sadducean lukewarmness of Christians there is no hope
of deliverance. Ifor the strivings, groanings and wrest-
lings of the child of God with inbred sin, there is no
remedy. The almost audible sobbing and sighing of
Christians after the Pentecostal blessings are to be
hushed by those whose theology will not permit the ex-
periences of Pentecost to be repeated in our day. Such
1s the deadening influence of errors, having the mis-
taken sanction of good men whose notions of truth are
“allowed to overleap the revelations of John, the inspira-
tions of Paul, and even the mind of Christ. Oh! that
men would free themselves from the Popish bondage of
un-apostolic tradition, so that untrammeled truth could
have as free play and as much room for action as in that
upper room at Pentecost.

II.  The secoud point, to be briefly noticed, is that
this “baptism with the Holy Ghost and with fire”
implies the purification of the heart, or to be “sanctified
wholly,” according to Paul’s prayer in 1 Thess. 5: 23.

Most certainly the two clauses,— “with the Ioly
Ghost,” “and with fire,” refer to one and the same
thing, and the notion of Neander and some others that
Christ will baptize some men with the ¢ Holy Ghost,”
and some others with “fire,” strikes us as altogether
inadmissible. The one blessing is literally promised,
and also figuratively explained. Just as Jesus had
figuratively explained being bhorn of the Spirit to Nico-
demus, when He said, “Except a man be born of water
and of the Spirit.” So John unfolds to us a definite
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conception of the work to be wrought in the “Dbaptism
with the Spirit,” by using its appropriate symbol of fire.
And whatever other ideas we may have concerning this
baptism, and whatever may be its results otherwise, the
first and most important is the subjective experience of
purification. This is clearly set forth by the emblem
used, in several important aspects.

(1) In the Old Testament types, the fire that
burned in the bush that Moses saw, but did not con-
sume it, not only sets forth the presence and the loli-
ness of God, but the holiness of the *ground” that
was in immediate contact with him.

When ¢ there came a fire out from before the I.ord
and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and
the fat,” it was then that ¢« the glory of the Lord
appeared unto all the people.”

The fire which shone in the Shekinah, in the Holy
of Holies, symbolized the presence of the Lord.

When the “live coal ” in the hands of the seraphim
was laid upon the mouth of Isaial, the prophet of the
Lord, it was a purifying touch. ¢ Thine iniquity is
taken away, and thy sin is purged.” Not transgres-
sions or sins, in the plural, but sin as an entity, or
a unit of evil. Then, quick as thought, his ear is
opened to hear the voice of the Lord, and his heart to
respond with glad willingness to the divine call —
“Here am I, send me.”

(2.) The searching and consuming character of
that work of the Holy Spirit now under consideration,
1s most fittingly symbolized by fire. It goes where
nothing else can go. Nothing that is combustible can
escape, whether we see it or not. 1t is no respecter of
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hidden treasures of hay, wood or stubble. So the Holy
Spirit burns up “the chaff,” the lust, the pride, the
carnality, the self-life, the inbred sin, that remains in
the believer after his justification. All of this ¢ chaff ”
will He burn “ with unquenchable fire.” Nothing that
is “{or the fire ” can escape the ordeal of this searching
flame. And it is not merely to be scorched — it is to
~ be “burned up,” praise the Lord! ¢ Yes,” says one,
“in so far as the soul is surrendered and sin is re-
vealed, just so far is sin burned out.” Not quite
correct, we should say. When a house is on fire, we
need not go from room to room pointing out what is
combustible. The fire itself will infallibly make the
discovery in the light of its own flame. So the Holy
Spirit will search out and destroy all that is impure.
And the Lord Jesus does not undertake to disinfect
and purify this house of “man-soul” one room at a
time, but will send the ¢ baptism with the Holy Ghost
and with fire,” only when the entire establishment is
surrendered and all the keys handed over. Then, He
does purify the heart. And this is the unequivocal
testimony of the Apostle Peter. Not only with refer-
ence to themselves on the day of Pentecost, but also as
to the house of Cornelius. He declares that God gave
them ¢ the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us, and put
no difference between us and them, purifying their
hearts by faith” (Acts 15: 8).

(3.) 'The “unquenchable” character of this *“fire”
beautifully sets forth the continuous and perpetual
work of the “abiding Comforter.” Like the fire from
God that fell upon the altar, it is never to go out.
And the entire sanctification wrought by the Holy
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Ghost is to be graciously maintained, or made perma-
nent, by His own personal and constant indwelling.

Tt is also clear that our symbol marks the communi-
cation of zeal, energy and earnestness to the soul, as no
other element could do. TFire, too, is the very synonym
of power, and, as often seen, resistless power, as it con-
sumes and devours all before it. And when “ cloven
tongues like as of fire” sat upon the heads of the
disciples, they told then, as they tell to-day, of the
purity, permanence and power of the characters fash-
ioned by an almighty and indwelling Christ.

That the work of entire sanctification is wrought
when we are baptized with the Holy Ghost, and that
the Spirit is the Sanctifier, is, without doubt, the teach-
ing of Scripture. A very clear text is 2 Thess. 2:13:
“God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth.” These Thessalonians were the children of God,
and already sanctified, in the sense of *“separation”
and ¢ devotement,” but unot in the sense of being
“made holy.” They knew the Spirit, but not in His
special office as their Sanctifier. And to this full
“salvation” the children of God are all “chosen’ and
called, but the work can only be accomplished by this
Divine Agent. And Heis to be received through faith
in the word of God, or a ¢ belief of the truth.””

Some say they fully Delieve in ¢ sanctification,”
but that it is ¢ obtained at conversion.” Yes, brother,
but not entire sanctification. We have questioned a
multitude, and not one in a thousand would ever claim
that they received it then. And some who did so-claim
have afterwards retracted their error, and received the



THE BAPTISM WITH TiFE HOLY (GHOST. 655

real thing, the true blessing.  While others have he-
trayed themselves as mistaken in other ways.

For instance, we know of one preacher, and an editor,
too, whose opposition to “sanctification™ as a second
experience 1s so intense, and so blind, that he has
finally taken the ground that * it should always go
before pardon,” and proves (to his own satisfaction) by
Peter and by Hezekiah, that * the cleansing and puri-
fication of the Spirit, or Holy Ghast baptism, is before
the sprinkling of the blood”! Such absurdities are the
inevitable result of this error, and the whole theory
is utterly unsupported by Scripture, and contradicted
by the uniform facts of Christian experience. So that
it 1s impossible that this heresy can ever become wide-
spread.  Ifar more subtile and dangerous is the error
that sanctification is a gradual work, wrought by disci-
pline, growth or suffering, and only ¢ attained 7 at
death. Or one possibly still more mischievous, that
the « baptism with the Spirit” is merely an induement
for service, and does not purify, and that we may
receive “a thonsand baptisms 7 and yet not be “sancti-
fied wholly " at all. ~ But this is to sadly confound things
that are distinctly different. For the effusions of the
Spirit, to which this Janguage evidently alludes, are
readily distinguishable from ¢ the baptism with the
Holy Spirit.” Special «anointings ” for service, by the
Holy Spirit, were common to the disciples before Pente-
cost, as well as re-anointings and fillings with the
Spirit  for special service subsequent to Pentecost.
And such special and sensible “strengthenings of the
Spirit with might in the inner man,” in order to qualify
for a particular service, are common to all Christians,
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both before and after the purifying ¢ baptism with the
Holy Ghost.” But these are never designated in
Scripture as “baptisms ”’; they are temporary in their
purpose and character, and any number of such ¢ visi-
tations ” may be enjoyed without ever effecting the
work of sanctification, or the “ purification of the
heart.” Whereas “the baptism with the Spirit”. is
preéminent in this respect, as is most forcibly set forth .
by Barclay when he defines it to be: “ Where the
Spirit of God hath purified the soul, and the fire of
His judgments hath burned up the unrighteous nature.”

Not that symbolic torgues of flame are still to be
seen on the head as of old, but the lips are truly touched
with living fire, and with “another tongue” words of
truth and love and power are spoken, that reach and
move the hearts of men. Praise the Lord!



CHAPTER VT.

IS PENTECOST REPEATED ?

“And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they
were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy
Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.” — AcTs
4: 31.

ONSIDERING the superficial attention generally
G given to the work of the Holy Spirit, and the
many misconceptions and errors which prevail in these
days concerning Him and His operations, we need
scarcely be surprised to find that this record in the
fourth of Acts, is frequently spoken of as a repetition of
Pentecost, or a renewal to the apostles of the baptism
with the Holy Ghost. DBut from this thought we must
dissent. We could not agree that Acts 4: 31 was just
a repetition of Acts 2, and that ““these men prayed and
got the power again,” for this implies that they had in
some way lost it in the interim, which is utterly inad-
missible, since their healing of the lame man, their
powerful ministry in Aects 3: 12-26, their conflict with
the rulers, and triumph over them (Acts 4:13-21), had
all come to pass as the direct result of the abiding full-
ness of the Holy Ghost. (See Acts 4: 8.) So that
instead of losing any of their power, this history proves

b7
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a constant increase of it, and the fourth of Acts must
have some other explanation.

They had indeed launched out into the deep, and the
lirst storm of persecution had burst upon them. They
were now realizing that it was ‘“against the Lord and
against his Christ,” that ¢ Herod and Pilate and the
Gentiles and the rulers of the people of Israel were
gathered together.” It was to hinder the “counsel” of
God, and the work of the Lord Jesus, that the powers of
earth and hell were combined.

The apostles seem to have no concern for their own
safety or success; but their solicitude is for the honor
and glory of God. IHence they pray that the special
grace of “Dboldness,” or courage in “speaking the word,”
may be graciously afforded in proportion to ¢their
threatenings,” and that “signs and wonders may be
done,” or that miracles be wrought in confirmation of
the word. Immediately in the carthquake did God
declare His presence, and that His arm of power was
already stretched forth in answer to prayer. They also
“spake the word with boldness,” as they were con-
sciously “filled with the Holy Ghost,”™ or possessed by
Him to the exclusion of all doubt as to results, or
question as to personal safety. Thus we see that all of
the incidents peculiar to the fourth of Acts proclaim that
“these men” were not at all seeking to ** get the power
again,” which had in some way been lost, but that they
were as they were, from the very fact that they had fully -
followed the Lord in the power of the in dwelling Spirit,
with which they were first filled on the day of Pentecost.

Now, in order to see most clearly that this was not
“Pentecost repeated over again in the experience of
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the apostles.” let us glanee at the work wrought at
Pentecost. Hitherto the disciples had not been *sanc-
tified wholly,” had not been purified in “their hearts,”
although their names were * written in heaven,” and
they had left all to follow Jesus and preach His gospel.
His last prayer for them was that they might be *sanc-
tified throngh the truth.” Now, since these disciples
had been *sanctified 7 for years, in the sense of being
“set apart”™ and consecrated to a sacred service, it is
inevitable that Jesus prayed for their sanctification in
that only other sense of the term, vz, to be made
holy or pure. Besides, it is only in this sense that thie
results could follow of *being one in us,” and of be-
holding Christ’s glory.

This subjective work of purification was promised
and predicated of the “baptism with the Holy Ghost
and with fire” (Matt. 3: 11, 12), and it was in obedi-
ence to the latest injunction of Jesus that the disciples
tarried in that upper room until He did thus baptize
them. So that when *“they were all filled with the
Holy Ghost’ at Pentecost, as in Acts 2, there was first
of all the “purifying of their hearts by faith,” or the
destruction of the body of sin, or the crucifixion of the
old man; and this work was wrought by the Holy
Ghost for the cleansing of His temple, and in order
that He might take up His residence therein and **abide
with you forever.” This He did, and signalized Ilis
advent by the internal manifestation of filling them with
His conscious indwelling, and the external and miracu-
lous incidents of the occasion. Then came the objec-
tive work, and they all spake or prophesied as the
Spirit gave utterance, or spoke through them.
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Now this work of the Spirit at Pegjecost is-to be
clearly distinguished from all previous effusions known

. to the d1scxp1es.d, (l ) By its negative and purifying

work. (2.) By ts {ullness. “All were filled.” (3.) By
its permanence. (See John 14: 16. Also 1 John 2:
97.) It is the “anointing which abideth in you.” (4.)
By its “power’’ to be, to do and to suffer.

In like manner it is to be distinguished fromw any and
every subsequent effusion, or so-called rebaptism, known
to the apostles. (1.) By the subjective, personal puri-
fication of heart, which was realized at Pentecost, and
in the nature of the case¢ could not be repeated unless
there was a new infusion of sinful pollution and unbe-
lief, of which there is not the slightest evidence. (2.)
By the epochal nature of the Pentecostal experience.
It marked an era in their lives that in the nature of
the case could never be repeated unless preceded by a
disastrous backsliding. Having crossed the Jordan, the
Israelites could press forward into the heart of the land,
but they could never again see the waters of the Jordan
“rise up upon a heap very far from the city Adam,”
unless perchance God’s mercy should seek them out as
deserters in the wilderness, and bring them back once
more to the army of faith in Canaan. Nothing of this-

appears in apostolic history.

Doubtless what the apostles did receive upon this
occasion was similar to what many good people mean
when they pray for “a fresh baptism of the Holy
Ghost,” and when they speak of having received “many
baptisms.”  But this language is as misleading and
confusing as it is inaccurate. It not only evidences,
but it also propagates inadequate and erroneous con-
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ceptions of that crowning operation of the Ioly
Ghost, ‘“the baptism” which purifieth the heart and
fills the soul with righteousness.

Not but what there is a place and a necessity, and a
provision, too, for these other “Dlessings,” (perhaps
more exactly termed “refreshings” or “girdings,” or
the like). They have a place in all Christian lives, and
in all states of grace. Their necessity is created by the
growing demands of work and opportunity upon us, and
by the expansion of our own finite capacities which will
ever result from faithfulness to the abiding fullness of
the Holy Ghost. And their provision is assured in the
promises which guarantee us all things pertaining to
life and godliness, and by the recollection of many such
uplifts which we all have reccived along this way of
holiness. DBut we insist upon this: (1.) The reception
of these Dblessings is not conclusive proof of any par-
ticular state of grace; for they are in some measure
incident to any and every such state. (2.) The felt
need of such blessings is no disproof of sanctification,
or evidence of iapse, but is a normal demand of spirit-
ual life itself. We will mention some reasons why
these distinctions between the true Pentecostal baptism,
and all other effusions of the IHoly Spirit, are not
clearly recognized.

(1.) Many do not believe that the apostles really did
have their hearts purified at Pentecost. They do not
believe that the “old man” ever gets anything but
“black-eyes ” till death. It is of course impossible
that such persons can fully understand or appreciate
the true Pentecostal baptism. And to minimize this,
while unduly exalting the more ordinary and temporary
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anointings and empowerings of the Spirit of God for
His service, must inevitably produce much confusion of
thought and obscure the truth.

(2.) There are those who constantly think and speak
of the Spirit as an influence, or divine power communi-
cated to us for our use in God’s work, instead of as a
real person who will come to stay, and will work
through us, and use us if we will not grieve Him. To
all such persons, the thought of the necessity of ¢{re-
quent supplies,” and “large measures of power,” seem
entirely to eclipse the true idea of the indwelling of
Him who ¢fills with all the fullness of God.”

That He sometimes hides His power, and allows us to
feel how utterly weak and helpless we are to do any-
thing without Him, and that the degrees and forms of
power which He is pleased to put forth through us are
of an infinite variety, ought mnot to disturb us, but
greatly to encourage our Luth It ought not to be neces-
sary, though it may be best to insist upon it, that what
we have sald is in no wise to be so construed as to
undervalue the solemn obligation and privilege of
“watching unto prayer,” and crying unto “Him with
groanings which cannot be uttered,” as well as “lifting
up the voice unto God,” for “boldness,” for “utter-
ance,” for “anointing with fresh oil,” for the girding,
enlightening, stlengthenmg and sanctifying grace of
the blessed and abiding Holy Spirit. Without this, we
need not attempt to “walk in the light,” or to engz ae
in the work of Him who has said, “ Without me, ye
can do nothing.” But do let us believe Jesus when He
declares that when that other Comforter is given, it is
“that he may abide with you forever.”
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And “he that abideth in me, and T in him, the same
bringeth forth mueh fruit.”  These two are inseparable.
Christ redeems us from all iniquity and purifies us, in
order that we be zecalous of good works. Two definite
and distinet parts of this great salvation: Christ gave
Himself for us, that we might give ourselves to Him;
He died for us, that we might live for Him; that our
lives may be perfectly given up into His hands. Lord.
what wilt Thou have me to do? Not for my joy, or
comfort, or delight, but for Thy glory.

The day of Pentecost had fully prepared the disciples
for this kind of praying. In this first recorded prayer
of the church (Acts 4: 24-30) their appeal to God is
based upon what they then knew of the power and full-
ness of the Holy Ghost in their own souls. They were
unmoved by threats, that first and last argument of
persecutors, but they recognized thie combined efforts of
“kings " and “rulers,” and heathen and Jews, to silence
the voice of truth and the attested facts of Christ’s
death and resurrection. Their faith rests securely upon
God’s sovereignty and the certain accomplishment of
His purposes, and His “counsel determined hefore to he
done.” DBut they do not pray for their own deliverance
from sin, or danger, or persecution, or for comfort and
quiet.

Neither do they ask for vengeance or destruction to
come upon their persecutors, but for healing, and signs,
and wonders. Only behold thou, and interpose when
and as Thou wilt, but grant endurance to suffer, and
boldness to face the peril and declare the word of God.
To this fervent and united prayer of the whole church
there speedily came the most palpable answer. The
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place was shaken, the disciples were all filled with the
Holy Ghost, and “spake the word of God with bold-
ness.” Praise His name!



CHAPTER IX.

“ OUR OLD MAX.”

‘ Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that
the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not
serve sin.”” —Roi. 6 : 6.

N the previous chapters of this epistle, the Apostle
I has given us the most comnplete and exhaustive
treatise on the great doctrine of justification by faith.
Both Jew and Gentile have been indicted at the bar of
justice, *that every mouth may be stopped, and all the
world may become guilty before God.” Then a full
pardon is ireely offered to ¢ him which Dbelieveth in
Jesus,” and the new ¢ law of faith ” is clearly shown to
be the only way of “establishing the law ” of righteous-
ness, and in every new-born child of God, it is to su-
persede the law of works. And after establishing the
believer in the great foundation work of justification,
and its concomitant blessings, the fifth chapter closes
with the wonderful promise, that ¢ As sin hath reigned
unto death, even so might grace reign through right-
eousness unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Which is to say, that just in the same way ¢ as sin bhath
reigned,” without the restrictions nr power of grace,
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«“gven so,” grace should reign throughout our whole
being, without the restrictions or power oi sin! But
if this be true, there must logically be the same utter
absence of sin, In the latter case, as there was the
absence of grace in the former case; and this brings
us to the doctrine of the destruction of sin, or entire
sanctification, as taught in this sixth chapter of Romans.
There is a sanctification that is inseparable from justifi-
cation, but to be “sanctified wholly ”1is quite distinct
from it, and always subsequent to it, since one must be
justified freely in order that he may be sanctified
wholly. "

Let us now consider the doctrine of our text in the
following particulars: I. As to the person and character
of the “old man.” II. As to the sentence passed upon
him. IIl. The divine method of executing it. IV.
The results which are to follow. ‘

I. TFirst, then, as to his personality. The phrase
“ Our old man,” is a personification of the fallen, sinful
nature, which all have inherited from Adam, the fed-
eral head of the human race. He is spoken of, both
here and in Kph. 4: 22, and in Col. 8: 9, as expressing
the totality of the sinful infection of our nature, in
consequence of the fall, and in opposition to the “new
man ol the same passages, or the *“new creation ™ of &
Cor.5: 17. The terms “body of sin,” ¢« the flesh,” ¢« the
carnal mind,” and “sin that dwelleth in me,” are all
synonyms, and are properly used interchangeably with
the *old man.” In him we have sin personified, as a
living organism with many members, or particular vices.

He is spoken ol as a controlling power, prior to re-
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generation, and engaged in the murderous lusts and
works of his ¢ father the devil.” _

He *is corrupt aceording to the deceitful lusts.”
having ©the understanding darkened, being alienated
from the life of God.™

His spirit is “according to the prince of the power
of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children
of disobedience.” In fact, e is “enmity against God,
and 1s net subject to the law of God, nelt.hel indeed
can be.”

He is therefore incorrigible, and utterly incapable of
any real change in his nature.  Jesus said, ¢ that which
is born of the flesh, is flesh,” and truly the carnal mind
15 “after the flesh,” and does “mind the things of the
fiesh ” (l\Olll S: 5—8)

It 13, however, well to bear in mind that «all fiesh is
not the same flesh.”  And while all is “of the earth,
earthy ~ — tainted and polluted by sin, and under the
~curse, —yet there are the fairer forms of the flesh, as
well as the grosser. Here is a corpse that is beautiful
and lovely, und there is another that is hideous; but
both are alike dead.

“Our old man,” then, has abundant capacity for
ednmtlon, for refinement, and for a culture that can
evolve the highest possibilities of human control over
the passions, ambitions, self-love and uncleanness,
which constitute the real essence of his actual existence,
and so he may be gracious, kind and benevolent. DBut
this is not two natures; it is only the upper and the
lower sides of the one old nature, as seen in the story
of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde.

But more wonderful than this, is the capability of
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“our old man” to be religious. IHe can be ¢circum-
cised,” and “become a debtor to do the whole law,”
even though he cannot be regenerated.

True, his righteousness is self-righteousness, but his
morality is very taking and attractive to beholders,
while it never offends the carnal mind. True, his
works are ‘“dead works,” from which the conscience
must be purged by the blood of Christ, and yet as he
hopes to be saved by them, he zealously perseveres in
them. And he is quite as likely to be found in the
cultured church legalist, as among the * pillar saints,”
who were charmed into c;following after the holiness (?)
of Simeon Stylites, as he stood day and night for thirty
years on his little platform sixty feet in height. That’s
the kind of holiness “our old man™ Dbelieves in. ‘Sad
to say, it’s the kind that men generally believe in. It
can “malke a fair show in the flesh,” without divine
ald, and the ¢“offense of the cross” is not in it. It
“makes clean the outside of the cup and of the platter,”
but leaves the ¢ within full of hypoerisy and all un-
cleanness.” ‘ .

Now, if time, or grace, or works, or God Himself
could ever really change or improve this ¢ old man,”
there would be no necessity for the creation of a new
one. But «“that which is born of the flesh, is flesh,”
and  will never Dbe anything else; so that it is no
“marvel 7 that Jesus said, even to such a man as
Nicodemus, “ Ye must be born again.”™  And this new
birth is not the old man « changed,” but chained; not
to have the old nature renovated, but to become
a “partaker of the divine nature.” The “new man”
18 “created in righteousness and true holiness.” ¢ Ie
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is a new creation.” He is begotten of the Spirit and
“born of God.” having ** the image of him that created
‘him.”  He hates darkness and loves light, and desires
to walk in the light and have fellowship with God. It
is in his very nature to hate sin and unholiness, as
much as the *carnal mind ™ hates him, and so *“ the
flesh lusteth against the spirit and the spirit against
the flesh. and these are countrary the one to the other.”
The one *“delights in the law of God,” while the other
is hopelessly and forever lawless. It is thus easy to
account for those conflicts, with which all true Chris-
tlans are more or less familiar, causing the oft-repeated
cry, “Who shall deliver me from the body of this
death ?” or, What is to become of this ** old man 7 ?

II.  Let us now consider the answer to this question.
Our text plainly says that « the body of sin ™ is to be
¢ destroyed,” which meuns “killed,” “extirpated,”
“brought to naught.” That such an end was ever de-
creed, or such a sentence upon *“sin in the flesh”
divinely imposed, has been cause for devout thanks-
giving to God on behalf of millions besides Paul.  And
to every simple-hearted believer it will ever continue
to be glad tidings of great joy.

But the efforts of theologians to substitute the tradi-
tions of men, for the plain, simple truth of God, seem to
be endless. That this has been done largely to the
hart of true spirituality, and the wounding of Christ’s
little ones, is painfully evident wherever we go. In
order to escape these errors,let us glance at some of
their fallacies. (1.) It is claimed that the Greek word
kataryzo, which oceurs here in Rom. 6: 6, does not
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mean ¢ destroyed,” or “extirpated,” as we have seen.
They say it means “to make of none effect,” or, as in
the new version, “be done away.” Now we submit
that if the “body of sin” is to be *“ made of none effect”
or ¢ done away,” he is quite as thoroughly ¢ brought to
naught ” as could be expressed by any other words.
To be sure we may concede that a mere senseless
thing, such as a gun, might be “of none effect” if
merely let alone and unused, but not so with-an entity,
such as our “old man,” who can never be “made of
none effect,” nor be.“done away ” until life is extinct.
Nothing short of death can be said to “do away ” with
a person. DBut let us look at the common-sense use of
this same Greek word in other passages. See 1 Cor.
6: 13: « Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats ;
but God shall destroy both it and them.” It will not
be disputed that “destroy” here means ¢ destroy.”
Again, 1 Cor. 15: 26: ¢« The last enemy that shall be
destroyed is death.” How destroyed? ¢ Made of none
effect 7 because no more people die? No ; but because
all men that have died are raised from the dead.

Again, 2 Thess. 2: 8: “Whom the Lord shall con-
sume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy
with the brightness of his coming.” The words * con-
sume ” and “destroy ” {itly express the divine method
of “making of none effect,” ¢« that wicked that shall be
revealed,” or the man of sin. Swrely the efforts to
weaken the force of katargeo are only pedantic and vain.

(2.)  Again, “the body of sin” is continually con-
founded, with the physieal organism called * the hody,”
and this leads to the dangerous crror, stoutly main-
tained by many, that “sin in the flesh ” can “only be
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eliminated by physical death.” DBut to locate sin in
man's natural body, is as unscriptural and erroneous as
to locate holiness in mere animal life.  Our text has not
the slichtest reference to the destruction of the physical
body, but to “the body of sin.” or *sin that dwelleth
in me.” Neither does any other text in the New Testa-
ment poiut to physical death, as connceted with owm
deliverance either from sius or sin.  The whole theory
s unwarranted by Scripture, and an utter confusion of
“gurative and literal construction. Instead of being
 destroyved,” the “body 7 is to be “sanctified wholly,”
and “preserved blameless” (1 Thess.5: 23). Tt is to
be ¢ presented a living sacrifice, holy, acceptabie unto
God ™ (Rom. 12: 1). Its members are to be *yielded
as instruments of righteousness unto God,” that ¢ the
life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body,”
which “is the temple of the Holy Ghost.” Even in its
lawful and sanectified appetites and desires, it is to be
“kept under,” and controlled by a sanctified will, so
that we may * glorify God in our bodies.” And finally
“the Lord Jesus Christ shall fashion anew the body of
our humiliation like unto his glorious body.”

JIn like manner the term ¢ flesh 7 is used in Scripture
in two ways —in both the figurative and the literal.
It denotes the physical body in such passages as Acts
2:81: “Neither his flesh did see corruption.” Heb. 5:
T: “Who in the days of his flesh.” Heb. 10: 20:
“ That is to say, his flesh,” 1 Tim. 3: 16: « God was
manifest in the flesh.” But it is figurative also, and
personifies sin in its root, or principle of evil, just as
the phrase “old man” does. Look at Rom. 8: 3, as
an example of this: ¢ They that are in the flesh can: ot
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please God.” Gal. 5: 17, 24: “The flesh lusteth
against the Spirit.” ¢ They that are Christ’s have
crucified the flesh.”

(3.) Once more: it is constantly taught that
“destroyed,” “dead,” * cleanse,” and all such terms as
plainly mean to the common mind, an actual purifica-
tion, have, after all, only a judicial meaning and signifi-
cance. That the “body of sin may be destroyed ” in
God’s sight, and we may know that it is so by faith (?),
but by experience, and by the facts of consciousness,
we are always to know -that it is not so! In our
“standing,” we are as holy as Christ, while our actual
“state ” 1s one of vileness and conscious unholiness,
because ¢ the flesh is yet in us.” And we are told that
the Christian is “ chained to the ¢old man,” as a living
man is to a dead body.” We quite agree that thisis
the figure used by Paul as he cries for deliverance, in
Rom. 7.  And suppose we fill up this outline picture
with the facts of history from which the figure is drawn.
A Roman prison is made hideous by the peculiar groans
of captives who have been bound to a dead body, and
compelled to carry it about until death comes to their
deliverance. Of such diabolical cruelty one writes
thus : — |

“’Twas not enough the good, the guiltless bled,
Still worse, he bound the living to the dead :
These, limb to limb, and face to face he joined ;
Ol ! monstrous erime of unexampled kind !

Till choked with stench the lingering wretches lay
And in the loathed embraces died away ! "

It is no wonder that the Apostle speedily relieves the
ngonized feelings of his readers, by immediately pro-
elaiming that Jesus Christ is a conqueror, girded witl
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power to snap the chains that bind His spiritual
child to this hated corpse of ¢ the flesh,” and make him
free at once from *the body of this death ™! Keeping
in mind the wretchedness of the spiritual condition
that is portrayed by this revolting picture, is it not
strange that good men can be found who insist on
proclaiming “mno deliverance till the denth of the
body 7 ? To represent Jesus Christ as unable to deliver
such an appealing soul, is to represent Him as no more
than a man. To represent Him as able, though un-
willing, 1s to imply such an absence of pity, love and
compassion, as to make Him less than humanity.
Away with a theory that compels such a dilemma of
dishonor to our blessed Lord, who not only bore our
sins, but ¢ as an offering for sin condemmned sin in the
flesh”! Away with the countless absurdities, contra-
dictions and injurious errors that are always involved
in every attempt to “limit the Holy One of Israel !
Not long since we heard an eminent Christian publicly
testify that the erroneous teachings of Mr. were
responsible for the past ten years of distressing conflict
with the “old man,” in his own experience. Ie had
been constantly told there was no deliverance, and
thought it was true, but now he knew for himself, and
he knew better. Certainly, beloved, if the “ new man”
is to be “put on,” the “old man” is to be put off.
(Col. 3; Eph. 4.) If the one is judicial so is the other.
If the one is a real, actualized experience, so may the
other be, praise God !

ITI. A bhrief glance at the divine method of de-
stroying the body of sin,” cannot fail to emphasize the
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reality of its destruction. We are to know (or realize)
«that our old man is crucified with him.” He is to
suffer a violent death. Cruecifixion is not a long drawn
out process, but an act that is violent, effective and
ignominious; and to be ¢crucified with Him,” must
not be construed to mean that judicial transaction that
is connected with justification. And yet, intelligent
expositors and teachers and preachers are to be found,
who see nothing more in our being *crucified with
Christ ” as believers, in the sixth of Romang, than they
see in the fifth chapter, where ¢ Christ died for us,” as
sinners. We are told, ¢“Christ, our substitute, died,
and what is true of our substitute is true of us, and
God counts it just the same as though we had died.”
Now that will do, in case of penalties incurred, or on
account of sins past, and strictly applied to «justifica-
tion of life,” and the soldier illustration is good enough.
“A man is drafted, accepts a substitute who is killed in
the war, and then he walks about claiming his exemp-
tion from war forever, in that he is dead, in the person
of his substitute.” It was thus that Christ died for the
ungodly, and is “ the justifier of him which believeth in
Jesus.”  This is truly the substitutional, or vicarious
aspect of the cross, in which Christ is, and must ever be
alone. In this sense, no man ever was or will be * cru-
cified with him.” Never! He is alone as “the Lamb
of God,” and “it pleased the Lord to bruise him.” But
there is another aspect of onr Lord’s death in which His
followers may have a part if they will. “To you it is
given not only. to helieve on him, but also to suffer for
his sake.” We are thus invited to know ¢the fellow-
ship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his
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death.” He suffered as a martyr at the hands of man.
because He “Dbore witness to the truth.” We are
offered the same privilege. ¢ He suffered for us in the
flesh,” and we are to “arm ourselves with the same
mind.”

In this double view of the cross, we see the one is
judicial, while the other is sctual and experimental.
Let us now recur to the illustration and carry it forward
a little.  The ¢ substitute ” was furnished by the king
of the country, and at a great cost. The citizen is very
grateful, of course, and swears undying allegiance and
love to his sovereign, who 1is, however, engaged in
relentless warfare with a powerful enemy. The
king is himself in the field, at the head of his forces,
and in the thick of the fight. He is urgently calling
for volunteers to take their place at his side, and prom-
ises an immortal reward and a share in the kingdom to
all who come. Many do come at this call, glad to lose
their lives for the king's sake, knowing that if they
suffer and die «ith him, they shall also reign with him.
But there are many others who will not enlist. They
say they will do what they can, but they do not pro-
pose to die. They say that the king once kindly fur-
nished a “substitute,” who is killed, and that ever
since that they have been considered dead, and can
never be taken as soldiers. And, besides that, the
king has given them a command to “reckon themselves
dead,” and they must hold on to their lives in order to
keep up this reckoning. Appeals are made like this:
If your sovereign has graciously interposed through a
substitute, and saved you from a felon’s death, ought
you not to be thankful to have a life to lay down at tl.>
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request of the king, and at the very side of him to
whom you are indebted for everything? To be sure
you will not be ¢taken,” — this is not a draft, —it is
only for ¢ volunteers.” But all such reasoning fails to
move the man, who persists in revolving around the one
chimera of imputed holiness, and of judicial “standing,”
to the exclusion of actual death to sin.

Most certainly Paul never forgets Him, who loved
him and gave Himself for him, in the outward work of -
the cross, while he testifies to that inward crucifixion
with Christ. (Gal. 2: 20.) And “they that are Christ’s
have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts.”
Here again “the flesh ” is to be “crucified.” It is the
same corporate and vital body of evil principle as the
“old man,” and manifesting in Gal. 5 its grossest form
of evil. Itisindeed the “corrupt tree,” whose fruitis
evil, and whose branches are “adultery, fornication,
uncleanness,” ete., ete. ILet us not fail to notice, that
while these branches are “manifest,” or visible, *“the
flesh,” which is the root of this evil tree, is deeply
hidden down in the depths of the moral nature. Jesus
said it was to be “hewn down and cast into the fire,”
and “now is the axe laid at the root of the tree.” We
once heard an eminent preacher take this for his text,
but he immediately “laid the axe at the root of the
tree ” in rather a literal fashion, and left it there, while
he climbed to at least the sixteenth branch, and engaged
in the work of amputating that limb. This is the usual
way. Itis a more enticing and elevated (?) work to
begin at the top, and somehow it is popular theology,
too; but trees die very slowly when we try to kill them
from the wrong end, and “our old man” rests securely
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in his fastness, so long as gradualism and suppression
take the place of “crucifixion” and eradication.

IV. DBut little can now be said of the results of this
crucifixion of self. The first thoughts are negative,
- “Shall not serve sin.” The bondage of sin in the
outward life is broken when we are born again. DBut
there is still a “law of sin in my members,” which
cannot be broken until the “body of sin is destroyed.”
Then are we released from that inward proneness to
serve ourselves, in the ambitions, selfishness and un-
cleanness of the carnal mind. This is to be ‘free
indeed,” as distinguished from all spurious or partial
freedom, **for he that is dead is freed from sin.” Some
say from its guilt, some from its power; but we must
go deeper still, and find that what is potentially accom-
plished for us in the death of Christ, may be subjec-
tively realized in our individual experience. * Ireed
from sin,” is far more than the subjugation of an
enfeebled tyraut. It is his expulsion from the house,
‘and freedom from his hated presence. Leprosy is
everywhere a type of sin, and Nuaman was a leper, a
fine man, and a great general; but he was a leper. He
must have kept it under pretty well, and had victory
over it, we should judge. But could he he ‘“free”™
from it? Could he get entirely rid of the awful disease?
That was the question. And God’s prophet gave the
preseription.  “Go, wash in Jordan seven times.” Now
he had washed many a time in Abana and Pharpar in
~order to be externally clean, and he thought this pre-
scription only meant the same old thing, so he was mad
about it. But the Jordan meant death, and “seven
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times” symbolized the completeness of it. So that in
the type, when Naaman went into the Jordan, he went
to die to his leprosy, and not to cleanse it. And
when he was dead (according to the type), he was
“free” from leprosy. The thing was gone, entirely
gone. His blood was “free” from it, and his system
was “free ” from it, and his “flesh” was as fresh and
roseate “as the flesh of a little child.” One other
point, — Naaman’s going into death was not performed
by a substitute. It was not a judicial affair. IHe went
himself, and this part of it was just as experimental as
the new life that came to his body. Now this story is
simple enough for any one to understand, but it is no
more simple and practical than the death to self and
freedom from sin, of which it is a type, and which is
proclaimed in our text. Then after death, comes the
life ““abundantly,” of which Jesus speaks. Hidden life,
resurrection life, life with Him, “life hid with Christ
in God.” A life to which the ¢ crucifixion” and de-
.struction spoken of in the text is indeed the blessed
prelude. And in parting, let ns covenant to “yield
ourselves unto God, as those that are alivée from the
dead,” having our “fruit unto holiness and the end
everlasting life.”
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CHAPTER XII

STEPS IN THE EXPERIENCE OF THE APOSTLES.

* For thercin is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to
faith.””—Roar. 1: 17.

HE apostles, with invariable unanimity throughout
T their writings and testimonies, present the subject
of spiritual life, not only as progressive in its character,
but as progressing by separate and distinct stages.
These stages marked upon the human side by distinet
acts of faith, and upon the divine side by the bestowal
of distinctive benefits of the atonement; these result-
ing in distinctly marked Christian experiences as indi-
cated by Iaul’s references to “babes” and “perfect
men,” and by John’s classification of “children,” “young
men”’ and ¢ fathers.”

None need an argument to establish this point, nor
further citation of Seriptural texts to show that the
apostles urged progress, nor that they taught progres-
sion in distinetive steps. DBut many seem unable to
mark these steps in the experiences of the apostles
themselves. At least, particularly with respect to the
two great epochs in spiritual life so clearly and con-
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stantly held before our attention, as the birth of the
Spirit and the baptism with the Spirit.

Why this obscurity, we caunot tell, unless it be due
either to the dullness of spiritual perception in those
whose eyes have not yet received the second touch, or
to the errors and misconceptions which prevail in our
times in the general teaching upon spiritual topics.
Certain it must be that the apostles bad taken some
steps In spiritual experience before the day of Pente-
cost. Certain again it must be that they took some
other step on that memorable day which was different
from any ever taken before, and which advanced them
into a realm quite distinctive in itself.

Let us, then, examine * whereunto they had attained ™
before the day of Pentecost, and whereunto they were
advanced at the day of Pentecost. Or, to adopt the
familiar language of the inquiry: (1) * When were the
apostles converted ?”” and (2) “Did the apostles ever
receive the second blessing?”

(1.) It is necessary, first of all, to settle, if we can,
upon the time when the apostles were “converted.” A
claim that they were “sanctified wholly 7 before Pente-
cost could not possibly be sustained, and is, perhaps,
made by no one. DBut to deny that they were * con-
verted” previous to that time involves the most palpa-
ble and serious contradictions, and is totally inadmissi-
ble. We think, then, that to draw the line between
their partial and their entire sanctification, between
the birth of the Spirit and their “baptism with the
Spirit” at Pentecost, is to be true to the facts in their
case as made plain in the Scriptures, and also to sound
doctrine and the experience of God’s people in all ages.
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“But if the disciples were ¢ converted’ before PPentecost,
and really justified by faith, they must have heard the
gospel and recelved it.” This they certainly had the
opportunity of doing through John the Baptist. It is
distinetly declared in Mark 1 that “the beginning of
the gospel of Jesus Christ” was when ¢ John did baptize
in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance
unto the remission of sins.” That was exactly John’s
commission — “to give knowledge of salvation unto his
people by the remission of their sins.” And this is
accompanied by the new birth, the birth of the Spirit,
or regeneration, which “prepares the way of the Lord.”
Or it is that state which is necessarily precedent to the
“baptism with the Holy Ghost,” by the Lord Jesus.

Jesus cometh ¢ after me,” said John, and His work is
after John’s work. IHis baptism with the Spirit <after”
John’s with water; the one having reference to repent-
ance and remission of sing, the other to “purge ” away
sin or to sanctify. Justification by faith could not be
more explicitly taught than it was by John to his disci-
ples in such passages as John s: 36, for example: “Ile
that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he
that Dbelieveth not the Son shall not see life: but the
wrath of God abideth on him.” Some of John’s disci-
ples left him and “followed Jesus™ the moment they
first < heard Him speak,” and “abode with him that
day.”

They then went to find their brethren, and brought
them to Jesus, who welcomed them as His followers, and
commissioned them to ¢ go, preach, saying, the kingdom
of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers,
raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have received,
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freely give.” “Received™ what? Manifestly the gos-
pel of their salvation! “Aund whosoever shall not re-
ceive you, nor hear your words,” cte., *1t shall be more
tolerable for the land of Sodom,” ete., « {han for that
city.” *Behold. I send you forth as sheep in the midst
of wolves.” Could they Le Christ’s “sheep ™ and yet
“unconverted 7?7  “And ye shall be brought before
governors and kings for my sake.” ¢« The disciple is
not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.”
“ The very hairs of your head are all numbered.” < He
that receiveth you receiveth me.” Is it conceivable that
such a complete identification with the Lord Jesus could
be aflirmed of the unconverted Jew? That Jesus was
thus sending forth men to preach the kingdom of God
who were yet *sitting in darkness and in the shadow of
death 77

Can any reasonable man continue to believe it possi-
ble that Jesus could be thus giving men “power and
authority over devils,” who were not themselves deliv-
ered? Were “lost sheep ™ sent to hunt lost sheep, the
sick to heal the sick, the blind to lead the blind? Such

thought is preposterous, and contradicted by the most
explicit testimony of our Lord Himself. ¢Rejoice,”
said He, “because yvour names are written in heaven.”
“Unto you it is given to know the mysteries of the
kingdom of God.” * Ye are they which have continued
with me in my temptations. And I appoint unto you
a kingdom.” “Thou gavest them me,” “they have
kept thy word,” “they have received,” “have known,”
“have believed,” “for they are thine,” “and I am glori-
fied in them.” ¢I pray not for the world, but for vhem
which thou hast given me.” *“And the world hath



126 OLD CORN. )

hated them because they are not of the world, even as I
am not of the world.”

Now if language could possibly make a distinction
between the “world [that] hath not known thee,” and
“ these [that] have known thee,” and that “thou hast
loved as thou hast loved me,” then surely these repeated
utterances of the Lord Jesus have made that distinetion
unmistakably clear. Then on the human side, the con-
secration of these disciples to the work of the Lord
Jesus is remarkably evinced, as they “left their nets”
and “their father,” and their “ship,”—in fact theirall,—
“immediately,” at the call of Jesus, to “follow” Him,
and become *fishers of men.” They “rejected the tra-
ditions of the elders,” and “went through the towns
preaching the gospel, and healing everywhere.” They
went in faith, “taking nothing for their journey, neither
staves mor scrip, neither bread, neither money,” and
“even the devils were subject unto them.”

Surcly the testimony of such fruits of loyalty to
Jesus, ought to silence and rebuke every one that ques-
tions the regeneration of these men. But it is objected,
“The disciples could not have been converted belore
Pentecost, because the Spirit was not yet given, because
Jesus was not yet glorified!” This is to confound
things that differ. Certainly “the Holy Ghost was not
yeb given,” in His fullness as “the Comforter,” as the
“Spirit of truth,” as the ascénsion “gilt” of the Lord
Jesus to such as already “obey him™ (Acts 5: 82).
True “the Holy Ghost was not yet given,” as the
“executive of the Godhead ” and the successor of the
Lord Jesus in becoming the liead of the dispensation
of the Spirit. It is only in such a sense that we can
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understand these words, and that the peculiar effusion
of the Spirit that was “the promise of the Father,” is
here expressly set forth as yet a matter of promise/

But it 1s equally clear and demonstrable that in a
wider sense the Spirit was given, and had been in the
world, and in the Old Testament church from the
beginning. *“He moved upon the face of the waters.”
He inspired the Old Testament prophets, and writers
and saints. Many of them are said to have been filled
with the Holy Ghost. John the DBaptist was thus
“ filled,” the Lord Jesus was thus “anointed,” the dis-
ciples knew Him, and Jesus testified *“ He dwelleth with
yvou,  and “itis not ye that speak, but the Spirit of
your IFather which speaketh in you.” Thus it was that
through the word preached by John, and Jesus, and
the disciples, the Spirit wrought conviction and repent-
ance in the heart of many of their hearers, and such of
them as confessed their sins, and *received 7 Jesus,
were forgiven, and received a new nature and ‘power
to become the sons of God.”

“A new heart will T give you, and a new [or regen-
erate] spirit will I put within you,” attests the presence
and regenerating measure of the Spirit’s working, long
prior to Pentecost. All that is needed, then, is for us
clearly to distinguish between the regenerating work of
the Spirit, known hefore Pentecost, and His infilling
and indwelling presence, in a sense unknown until
then. These two are complemental parts in the work
of salvation, but not identical. Neither are they simul-
taneous, but successive; the former invariably preced-
ing the latter. The beginning of life must always be
distinguished from the perfection and fullness of life.
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In the former case, the Spirit works first wpon men,
then ¢n them. In the latter case, He takes personal
possession of their *“inward parts,” and works through
them for the salvation of others. In view of the sim-
plicity, beauty, aud naturalness of this divine method,
it is not a little surprising that there should be any
dispute whatever about it among believers. And yet
we must remember that the doctrines of the Holy Spirit,
and even Mis work in regeneration and witnessing to
the same, have been almost hidden, unknown, and dor-
mant for ages, not only before but since the Reforma-
tion.

(2.) Ifwe have now succeeded in establishing the
fact of the “Apostles’ conversion™ hefore Pentecost,
there is but little required to “find a second work or
blessing coming on them 7 at that time.

Nearly three years before, they had been called, “or-
dained,” and commissioned to preach the gospel by the
Lord Jesus, and great success had attended their minis-
try s but they had not yet received their full equipment
for the intensifying heat of the oncoming battle. They
had ¢“received the Holy Ghost,” hut not in His personal
fullness. They had been justified freely, but not “sanc-
tified wholly.” They had been “born of the Spirit,”
but not “Dhaptized ” or “filled with the Spirit.” For
this they had the “promise of the Father,” vevived by
their ascended Iord, and for their “sanctification’
Jesus had devoutly prayed. In their probationary ex-,
perience they had learned some lessons of great impor-
tance.  There had been occasional developments of a
spirit of selfishness, ambition, contention, jealousy and
mistaken zeal.  Some of them really thought they were
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quite as ready to “go with Jesus both to prison and to
death,” as they ever would be.

But in this and some other things they nceded to be
“converted,” or have a complete change of mind, for
when the test came *they all forsook him and fled.”
To be sure they had no directions, and could not pos-
sibly tell what was the best thing to do. especially as
Jesus had given the rabble orders to “let these go their
way.”  DBut the outcropping of remaining self-life, ov
the “carnal mind.” reached a climax in the denial of
Peter. Intimidated, perplexed and angered by a mali-
cious and insolent crew, he lied and swore, just as
many another child of (God has since done when under
strong provocation. But not always do they repent so
quickly us did Peter, and weep in heart-hroken contri-
tion as he met the pitying gaze of his grieved, yet loving
and forgiving L.ord. Such an experience was well cal-
culated to emphasize the necessity of deliverance from
every inward foe, and of tarrying at Jerusalem for the
promised enduement of power from on high.

He was a most suitable man to ¢strengthen the
brethren ™ in this purpose. No doubt he did it. They
waited and they received. “Suddenly there came a
sound from heaven.” “And they were all filled with
the Holy Ghost.” ¢« God purified their hearts.” « With
one mind and one mouth they glorified God.” HHence-
forth the transformation in their lives was as marked
and marvelous, as it had previously been at the time of
their regeneration. Faith, courage and love were made
“ perfect,” and now no man calls anything he possesses
his own. * Pentecost” commemorated the giving of
the law at Sinai, and it was the fitting time for the
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Holy Ghost to write it in the hearts and minds of the
disciples. It was fifty days after ¢ Passover,” which
commemorated deliverance from death and judgment
by the blood of the Lamb. And jnst as “Passover”
and “Pentecost” are thus separated, so our personal
“ Passover” and * Pentecost” can never be one and the
sawe thing, or come at the same time, but the one must
succeed the other in the very nature of the case. - The
temple was first built, then the glory of the Lord filled
it. So He first builds His spiritual temple in us, and
then, if wholly consecrated to Him, His Holy Spirit
comes in to purify and dwell there, to keep and to
guide us, and to glovify Jesus.

(3.) Once more, we may briefly show that the same
distinctions in Christian experience that have been
cited in the case of the disciples are plainly recognized
and dealt with in each of the Kpistles and churches of
the New Testament; that, as a practical fact, Chris-
tians are spoken to and of, who are distinctly recognized
and described as such, and yet just as distinetly urged
to become ““sanctified wholly,” or to be “filled with the
Spirit.”  The “beloved of God at Rome™ had a * faith
that was spoken of thronghout the world,” and yet they
are besought to “present their bodies a living sacrifice,
holy and acceptable unto God.” ¢ The Church of God
which is at Corinth, sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to
be saints,” recipients of “the grace of God,” and “babes
in Christ,” are nevertheless admonished about their “ con-
tentions,” their “carnality,” their “walk according to
man,”’ and several accom panying evils. They are taught
that the way of consecration and “perfect holiness” is
to ** cleanse themselves from. all filthiness of the flesh
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and spirit.” The Galatians had been * called unto the
grace of Christ,” and *begun in the Spirit,” but were
foolishly endeavoring to be “made perfect by the flesh”
instead of being “crucified with Christ™ and “glorying
only in the cross.”

“ The saints which are at Ephesus and the faithful in
Christ Jesus 7 were to ** put oft the old man and put on
the new man,” to “put away all bitterness and evil
speaking with all malice,” and to *be filled with the
Spirit.”

“ The saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi™
are assured that ¢ He which begun a good work in you
will perfect it,” ** that ye may be blameless and harmless,
the sons of God without blemish.”

“ The saints and faithful brethren in Christ which are
at Colosse” are to “mortify [make dead], therefore,
your members which are upon the earth; fornication,”
ete., ** that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the
will of God.”

“ The church of the Thessalonians,” who had received
the gospel “in power aud in the IHoly Ghost,” needed
to have their hearts **stablished unbhlamable in holiness,”
and to be “sanctified wholly,” and for this Paul ear-
nestly prayed.

The Hebrews, who were “partakers of the heavenly
calling,” were to “take heed, lest there be in any of you
an evil heart of unhelief,” and to ¢ follow holiness, with-
out which no man shall see the Lord.”

And to the churches in Asia the Holy Ghost has
spoken to precisely the same effect, holding forth to
believers their “acceptance with God,” through the gift
and “grace of owr Lord Jesus Christ” on the one hand,
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and their still remaining inbred sin and failure on the
other. He thus holds in wondrous wisdom the even
balance of truth, with its encouragements and warnings,
teaching us that all our need shall be supplied “accord-
ing to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus,” “and that
we may indeed glorify God in our bodies and our spirits
which are his.” Holiness, then, —holiness needed,
offered, enjoined and promised,—is to be obtained
through the blood of Jesus Christ and the ¢ baptism with
the Holy Ghost.” “He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”



CHAPTER XXIV.

CHRIST S COMING PREMILLENNIATL.

“But as the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of the
Son of man be.”—MaTT. 24: 37,

E shall assume that all are agreed that Christ will
W indeed *‘appear the second time without sin
unto salvation unto them. that look for him,” that ¢ this
same Jesus shall so come in like manner as ye have seen
him go into heaven.” |

Not only so: we are agreed that there is to come a
time of universal blessedness on the earth. This period
called the millennium is so clearly foretold and so cer-
tainly expected by all that are truly taught of God that
it needs no discussion here. But what is the order of
these two events? Which is.to come first? Is the
coming of the Lord before the millennium, 2.e., at the
introduction of this period? Or are we to look for the
“millennium first, before our Lord’s personal return?
This is the question to which our attention is invited.
As to the historic and credal attitude of the church in
the past, we shall leave that for others to examine, and
direct our investigation to the testimony of Scripture

on the point in question.
’ | - 269
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For myself, there is not the slightest question that
the return of the Lord Jesus for His saints will be
before the thousand yeals of m111ennlal reign, and not
afterwards.

(1) What did Christ teach His d1s01ples and all
future preachers to expect as the result of their min-
istry and mission? Were they to expect such a prog-
ress in the spread of vital Christianity that it would
gradually obtain complete ascendency in the world?
Were the apostles taught that the churches they were
founding would by their various agencies so diffuse the:
gospel, that at no distant day, or in any other day, the
population of the earth would become a really Christian
population? If our Lord did teach this, then 1t is not
optimistic to believe it, and really expect the day when
“the world’s salvation by the present system of agen-
cies”’ will be an accomplished fact, and reposing in the
midst of millennial glories we may await the coming of
our Lord. But if this hope of success has indeed been
the heritage of the church in all the past, may we not
ask for an explanation of the appalling fact, that though
nearly nineteen centuries have passed since Jesus com-
missioned His disciples to “ Go, preach the gospel to
every creature,” there are certainly less than 20,000,000
of experimental Christians in the world of to-day,
which contains a population of at least 1,400,000,000,
and which has an annual increase of about 14,000,000 ?
Now it may be answered that the desired results have
been hindered by the unfaithfulness of the church, and
the power of “the god of this world to blind the
minds” of men. That even “the truth of God has
been changed into a lie,” and that from the very be-
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ginning “the mystery of inquity” hath wrought in
“the children of disobedience.” To all of which we
heartily give assent. But what of the future? Are
these opposing elements expected to lose any of their
subtlety or virulence, and have we reason to suppose
that a more propitious era, in this respect, dawns upon
us than that which broke upon the disciples on the day
of Pentecost? Is “the preaching of the gospel, accom-
panied by the Holy Spirit,” to be more effective in our
hands than in theirs, and fully adequate to these antici-
pated achievements? Is there either any human proba-
bility or divine revelation that there is to be realized in
our future any universal triumph of the gospel before the
coming of the Lord? We think our readers must con-
cur with us when we answer such questions with a
decided negative. When we assert that the hindrances
to the gospel in the past are not peculiar to the ages
and the people of the past, but are as permanent and
enduring ac the @on, and as universal and invariable as
fallen human nature itself. Not only so: “In the last
days perilous times shall come.” Ierilous even to
God’s children, because of a subtle mixture of truth and
error, because of the delusive power of “a form of
codliness,” and a sensual religion which 1s often only
1 cloak for infidelity and vice. And still worse, the
Spirit speaketh expressly that in the latter times some
shall “depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing
spirits and doctrines of devils,” etc. And this preva-
lence of corruption, even in the church itself, is most
clearly taught by Christ, and is recognized or empha-
sized with warnings by all of the apostolic writers.
This one fact is enough to exclude at once and forever
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every Utopian expectation that the gospel will one.
day meet with universal acceptance by the world.
(2.) Let us ghnce at the parable of the tares (Matt.
13. 24). Here is “an. enemy ’ successfully introduc-
ing false professors among true believers. They are
1ooted in the same inclosure, and assume the same pnv—
ileges and name as Christians. But they are ‘tares,”’
and were not planted by the Son of man but by “the
devil” (v. 89). The servants at once think of
remedy : “Nay; let both grow together until the har-
vest,” said * the householder.” And the harvest, we
are told in v. 39, ““is the end of the world ;. not of the
inhabited earth, but of the age or dispensation when
“the Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they
shall guther out of his kingdom all things that offend,
and them which do iniquity, and shall cast them into a
furnace of fire.” “Then” — after this interposition of
a judgment that separates the tares from the wheat —
“then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father.” Is this pessimism or truth ?
l‘he foll owmo*lnmblcb of the “mustard seed ” and the
“leaven’” enforce the same gencral truth, and teach the
expausion of the church and the diffusion of heavenly
principles, resisted and counter-worked by the devil,
both in his visible and imperceptible or hidden operations.
And these “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,” that
Jesus gave the disciples to know (v. 11), harmonize per-
fectly with the warnings found all through the Seriptures.
“ Take heed,” says Paul, “therefore to your own selves,
and to all the flock . . . for T know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men
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arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples
after them.” “Therefore watch. and remember, that Ly
the space of three years I ccased not to warn evervy
one night and day with tears™ "Aects 20: 28-31). Was
Paul a pessimist? Has not the history of Christianity
from that day to this corroborated the truth of these
predictions ? Had not this very chureh of Ephesus
“left her first love ™ before the close of the apostolic
age? Andso of Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira and the
others. And one of Paul’s latest laments to Timothy
15, “that all they which are in Asia be turned away
from me.” And will any one undertake to find any
spot on earth where Christianity flourished in that day,
where it may still be found in purity and power? Apos-
tate Christianity and idolatrous superstition find their
Mecea in Rome, Corinth and Philippi.  And even the
churches of the Reformation need to be again reformed
and delivered from errors as gross as those against
which they once fought. This is a paiuful picture, but
it is a true,though far from being a full,one.

'3.) The outlines drawn by the pen of inspiration
have been filled in with the dark record of sin, that has
verified the truth of prophetic revelation without one
contradiction. What then, — has the gospel of Christ
proven a failure? If indeed its universal supremacy in
the hearts and lives of all men the world over, accom-
plished “by the present system of agencies,” is the
object and determined purpose of God in its introduc-
tion, then we are compelled to admit that, up to the
present hour, a mysteriously small part of that work
hae been accomplished. But for ourselves we decline
the sad conclusions of such a position. We believe
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that the gospel of the Son of God has always been
successful, and has never been a failure; successful,
because accomplishing in every age, in every land, and
in every heart, the very object for which it was de-
signed. Of course, always under the limitations re-
vealed in God’s word. Successful because His word
shall not return nnto Him void, “but it shall accom-
plish that which I please, and shall prosper in the thing
whereto I sent it.” What, then, does God please to
accomplish by the gospel ?

Lirst, that it shall Le * the power of God unto salva-
tion to every ome that believeth.” <« He that believeth
and is baptized shall be saved.” An explicit and de-
clared purpose, limited by a condition and made effect-
ual by the Holy Spirit, in the soul of every individual
sinner in every age and in every clime that complies
with the conditions. And so, in every single instance,
a victory has been scored for the gospel of Jesus Christ.
“ Hope of success,” then, in this Dbattle is not built
upon our confidence in the purity, wisdom and uitimate
triumph of that great corporate body known as the
church, but upon the personal promise of our Lord to
every one of His disciples: “l.o, I am with you
alway,” and His commission to ¢ preach the gospel to
every creature.” This simplifies things wonderfully.
It brings the battle down to three. The Lord and His
disciple on one side and the “every creature ” on the
other. - In such a conflict there is no such word as fail.
If the gospel is believed and Christ is received, that is
“success.”  And if rejected and we are only the “savor
of death unto death,” yet having done the will of
God, we can still give thanks unto Him who “always
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causeth us to triwmph in Christ.” Thus “we are able”
because Christ is able,” and willing “to work in us to
will and to do of his own good pleasure.” Not because
we think this or that. Nor do we find the acceptance
of certain ¢ views” necessary in order to prevent mis-
sionary ardor from chilling in the breast of him who is
really warmed and ene101zed by the Holy Ghost; of him
who really believes that he stands face to face with a
perishing world, for whom he has a mission of mercy
that must be delivercd in.-haste, and accepted at once or
rejected at its imminent peril; who has no business to
administer opiates to rebels, concerning countless ages
of social improvement and amelioration, political en-
lightenment and triumph and final Christianization,
when God’s word expressly forbids such ideas of uni-
versal and peaceful conquest. ¢ But the judyment shall
sit, and they shall take away his dominion to consume
and destroy it to the end.” Final, sudden, swift ana
sure destruction awaits the day when the ‘“stone cut
out without hands™ shall smite and break to pieces the
world kingdoms, represented by the feet of the great
image seen by Daniel. *The Dbeast shall be slain and
his body destroyed and given to the burning flame.”
Such are the warnings of ““him that was called Faith-
ful and True, who in 1‘ighteousness doth judge and
make war.’

But, secondly, God “plemses that this gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached in all the world, for a wit-
ness unto all nations. And “then shall the end come”
(Matt. 24: 14). And this is being done this very
hour; slowly the heavy doors, closed, bolted and berred
by Satanic power, have swung open in answer to the



276 ' OLD CORN.

knock of the obedient disciples of the Lord Jesus, until
every one may now be said to be opened to the sower
of gospel seed. Let there be an enthusiastic and de-
termined endeavor to obey the marching orders of our
Lord in His last commission, and so hasten His coming
again. But it is contended that this commission de-
mands that every individual of these nations shall be
discipled. Why, then, does Jesus add to that commis-
sion the solemn warning, * [le that believeth no¢ shall be
damned ”? Such words preclude at once and forever
the idea of any universal acceptance of the gospel.
But even though they do, what is there in that or any
other fact to ¢ paralyze” any loyal soldier? ¢ She hath
done what she could,” is an epitaph good enough for
any follower of Jesus. And the unevangelized millions
of earth might all hear the gospel in a single decade or
less, if there were only enough consecrated men and
women and money to carry it to them. And yet the
cry that comes up for “help” from needy missien fields
falls on dull ears in the church. Its members give an
average of less than fifty cents each per year for foreign
missions, and hardly a missionary periodical anywhere
is self-supporting. This would not be so if the church
cared about the heathen as much as they are interested
in the politics, news, business and sensations of the
day. We respectfully inquire if this “paralyzed” in-
difference is due to an earnest expectation of “the pre-
millennial advent of Christ and His personal reign on the
earth”?  We think it is better for us occasionally thus
to look at the obverse side of this picture, rather than
magnify our present success and glory in it. Much as
there is to rejoice over, there is yet more to humble us
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and provoke the query once again, *“ When the Son of
man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?” But if
all are to be saved, why does not the query run, “Shall
He find any unbelief on the earth?” But the condition
of the world at the Lord’s coming has been unerringly
predicted by Christ Himself as one ¢filled with vio-
lence,” unbelief and sensual indulgence. Read this:
* As the days of Noe were, so shall also the coming of
the Son of man be. For as in the days that were before
the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered the
ark, and knew not till the flood came, and took them all
away ; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.”
“ Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did
eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted,
they builded; but the same day that Lot went out of
Sodom it rained fire and brimstone and destroyed them
all.  Bven thus shall it be in the day when the Son of
man s revealed” (louke 17). Thus these darkest
periods of apostasy and retribution are chosen by our
Savior Himself, not merely for points of analogy, but
for their complete identity with the closing days of the
dispensation “when the Son of man is revealed.” Now
if to some it may seem that God’s scheme of redemp-
tion is a failure, compared with what they had con-
ceived, let them remember that such failure lies at the
door of human responsibility and free agency, and not
at that of divine mercy and sovereignty, whose cry has
ever been to men, “ Why will ye die?”



CHAPTER XXV.
THE PAROUSIA.

“ Abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have
confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his comine.”—1-
Joux 2: 28.

HE effort to make people believe that the promised
T parousia [coming] of our Lord took place at the
“ destruction of Jerusalem” tends to mislead souls,
blot out the Christian’s hope, and destroy the value of
Scripture as a definite testimony to anything. With
a little critical help from “Young’s Concordance” we
shall try to establish the followmo‘ four points : —

Frrst., That the premised porousia [coming] of our
Lord did not take place “in,” <«at,” or “after” the
capture of Jerusalem by Titus, as is often asserted..

SECOND.  That the spiritual coming promised in our
Lord’s discourses recorded in John 18-16, did find ful-
fillment on the day of Pentecost, when ¢ they were .111
filled with the Holy Ghost.”

Tairp.  That this was not the parousia, and that
parousia is always used to denote a personal and bodily
“ presence,” and never that which is only spiritual.

FourrTH. That His parousia is unquestionably pre-
sented as a future, and never as a past event.

278
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(1) In Matt. 24, amongst other questions, the dis-
ciples asked Jesus this one: ¢ What shall be the sign
of thy parousia?” To which our Lord gave a most
explicit answer. He says it shall be like “the light-
ning coming out of the east and shining even unto the
west.” IHere suddenness, omnipotence and fearful vis-
ibilitr are set forth. He says, “ The sun shall be dark-
ened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the
stars shall fall from heaven,” t]nt ““all Lhe tribes of
the earth shall mourn, and they shall see the Son of
man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.” “ And he shall send his angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather to-
gether his elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other.” ¢ As the daysof Noe were, so
shall also the parousia of the Son of man be.” And
three times in the course of this minute description
does He declare, “ So shall the parousia of the Son of
man be.”” Now, how many of these things took place
“ at the destruction of Jerusalem™? Was the sun
blotted out? Did the stars fall? Did all the tribes
mourn, when only two tribes were in the land? Did
they see the Son of man in the clouds of heaven,or
hear His angel’s trumpet? Were the elect gathered from
the four winds? Or, are all of these things to be
spiritualized away ?

(2.) When our Lord says in John14: 18,1 w111 not
leave you comfortless: I will come to you,” He does
- not speak of His parousia, or bodily coming, but uses.
erchomai, “to come,” and speaks simply of His presence
and coming, without any qualification. The same is
true of the twenty-third verse, *“ And we will come
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unto him and make our abode with him.” Of the
 twenty-eighth verse, “I go away and come again unto
you.” Of Chap. 15: 26, * When the Comiforter is
come, whom I will send.” Of 16: & « When he is
come, he will reprove the world.” Of 21: 22, «If I
will that he tarry till I come,” etec. Now it does
no violence to Scripture language to construe these
promises, as being fulfilled by His spiritual coming
and presence in the church at Pentecost, and as still -
standing good for a personal Pentecost, to any man
who loves J esus and *“ will keep his words.”

(3.) But when the word parousia is used, it does not
denote a coming that is spiritual only, but is always
used to denote a bodily and personal “presence.” A
few examples will suffice. “I1 am glad of the parousia
of Stephanas” (1 Cor. 16: 1T7). “ God comforted us
by the parousia of Titus” (2 Cor. T: 6). «By my
parousia to you again” (Phil. 1: 26). <« Not as in
my parousie only” (Phil. 2: 12). We select these
quotations because it is impossible that the parousia of
Stephanas, or Titus, or Paul can be otherwise than a
bodily and personal *“ presence,” and it therefore must
bave the same force and meaning, when used in refer-
ence to the Lord Jesus by the diseriminating pen of
inspiration.

(4.) Finally, ]1ow is 1t possible that either Pentecost:
or “the destruction of Jerusalem™ could have been the
parousia, when it is invariably presented in Secripture
as a still future thing? ¢ Christ the first fruits; after- -
ward they that are Christ’s at his parousia”™ (1 Cor.
15: 23). “ Are not even ye in the presence of our
Lord Jesus Christ at his parousia 2 (1 Thess. 2: 19).
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“The parousia of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his
saints” (1 Thess. 3: 13). « We which are alive and
remain unto the parousia of the Lord ™ (1 Thess. 4:
18). “Your whole spirit and soul and body be pre-
served blameless unto the parousia of our Lord Jesus
Christ ™ (1 Thess. 5: 23). “ Whom the Lord shall
[future] destroy with the epiphanela [manifestation]
of his parousia” (2 Thess. 2: 8§). ¢ There shall come
in the last days scoffers, saying, Where is the promise
of his parousia? ™ (2 Pet. 8: 4). « Abide in him; that,
when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not
be ashamed before him at his parousia ” (1 John 2:
28). In the light of such Scriptures, how can any one,
who really regards its plain letter, believe that our
Lord’s coming has already occurred, or that parousia
signifies only a spiritual presence? But some seek to
avoid the force of John’s remarkable passages in Revela-
tion which declare the parousia to be a * future event,”
by assigning a date for the Apocalypse prior to the
destruction of Jerusalem, or about A.D. T0. Granting
this for a moment, we are still confronted with John’s
testimony in his ¢ first Epistle, A.D. 108" Chap. 2:
28 : ¢ Abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may
have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his
parousia.” But we are not to be deprived of John’s
‘testimony in the Apocalypse to the same fact: « Be-
hold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see
him, and they also which pierced him : and all kindreds
of the earth shall wail because of him” (Rev. 1: 7).
«“ And, behold, T come quickly ; and my reward is with
me, to give every man according as his work shall be.”
“Surely I come quickly. Amen. Even so, come, Lord
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Jesus”  (Rev. 22: 12. 20). These words certainly
were never penned with any reference to the « destruc-
tion of Jerusalem,” nor even beforc that event, but
long after it.

Some writers seem to have been persuaded by
«“ modern criticism,” and the necessities of their cause,
to depart from the traditional hypothesis that the true
date of the Apocalypse is A.D. 96.. In doing so they
have transferred it to *“about A.D. 70.” Against this
hypothesis, as it is sought to be made a matter of prime
importance, we shall cite some undisputed authorities.
Irenweus says, “The Apocalypse was beheld not long
ago, but in the time of our own generation (our own
day) toward the end of Domitian’s reign. [A.D. 96.]
(Vol. v, chap. xxx.) “ Eusebius and Jerome give similar
testimony.” And Dean Alford shows that the so-called
Fathers ¢ declare with perfect unanimity that John was
banished by Domitian to Patmos and there wrote the
Apocalypse.”  He further says, I have no hesitation
in believing with the ancient Fathers and most compe-
tent witnesses, that the Apocalypse was written toward
the close of Domitian’s reign, 7.e., about the years 95 or
96 A.D.” And such testimony can be confirmed by
reasoning, which we think ought to be conclusive. For
example, ITengstenberg shows in detail that the con-
tents of the Apocalypse correspond to the time of
Domitian, and the history of that time; and amply
support his positions.  Banishment was certainly a
form of 1mperial violence never exercised by Nero.
Secular history hardly exageerates when it declares
that «at the last he killed everybody that attracted his
attention.”  With Domitian, however, it was different,
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since he banished a number of philosophers and promi-
nent men, including Epictetus. Banishment was thus
employed by him, along with other common measures.
And though he executed Christians, there are instances
of their banishment, of which John certainly was one.
And from his prison home in Patmos he wrote “in a
book ™ the things which he saw, “and the things which
are,” “and the things which shall be after these,” and
sent it unto the churches. *He that hath an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches.”

Long years ago J. J. Gurney exposed this same “ con-
ventional misinterpretation of Seriptures,” that we have
been considering. But there never was a day when his
solemn warning was more needful than the present.
He exhorts that nothing be allowed to *divert us from
a firm, believing expectation of that momentous day,
when Christ shall come again in visible glory, with
all His holy angels, to raise the dead, to make
manifest the secrets of all hearts, to judge righteous
judgment, to consign the wicked to their appointed
punishment, and forever to consummate the glory and
happiness of His own followers.”

And to treat the Scriptures as an ordinary volume of
good advice; and explain away all the force of Biblical
authority, is to lull souls into a slumber, only to be
broken by the startling summons of the appalling blast,
of the archangel’s trumpet, and the voice of God. LEven
now, there peals forth the solemn cry, that waxes louder
and louder, “ Behold, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out
to meet him!”



CHAPTER XXXVI.

PERSONAL TESTIMONY.

*This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, and saved him
out of all his troubles.” — PsALMS 34: 6.

] HAVE yielded to the impression that I ought not to
I close this book without giving its readers as clear
an insight as possible into my own heart’s experience in
- the “ Way of Holiness.” I have felt that to hesitate to
do so would be inconsistent with the teachings of these
chapters. It is of this blessed experience that this book
has been born. Whatever I may have said, or done, or
written to the glory of God or for the good of men, has,
in fact, been the outgrowth of an experimental knowl-
edge of the truth set forth in these pages. I have seen
so much debate and questioning arise on account of
vagueness 1n personal testimony that I have felt that I
ought to be definite. May it all be for the glory of God,
and for the cowmfort and blessing of every beloved
‘brother and sister who accepts this invitation into the
sacred sanctuary of my secret audience with the King.
What I say will be the utterance of a grateful heart,
and I trust it shall be spoken in true humility. My
parents and grandparents were all of the highest type
of religious people. Two of my grandparents were
372



PERSONAL TESTIMONT., 373

ministers, and one of them died in a foreign land, while
on a religious mission. DMy father was an elder in the
church, a man of devout and sterling piety, while my
saintly mother was a preacher of the glorious gospel
that she loved so much, and understood so well. They
read and believed in President Finney, and he was their
personal friend; but his Caleb-like spirit and full gos-
pel was fully forty years in advance of our Israel; and,
in consequence, ‘“stoning with stones” (Num. 14:10)
was a common occupation in those days, and not wholly
a lost art in this.

Their greatest desire for their children was that they
might glorify God in this life and enjoy Him forever.
I cannot doubt that I was solemnly given to God from
my birth. My infant lips were taught to pray, and
when I said,

“Now I lay me down to sleep,
I pray the Lord my soul to keep,”’
I really expecied Him to do it. Precious is the mem-
ory of those days of childish innocence, and mother
love, when home and heaven seemed almost interchange-
able terms. My young heart was not a stranger to the
gracious visitations of the Spirit of God, and was often
melted under the power ot Iis love. DBut as I grew up,
I grew in sinfulness and in rebellion against God.
Though mercifully preserved from many sins of a gross
and disgraceful character, I was often in great distress
of soul hecause of those I did commit. At such times
I would earnéstly repent in secret, and cry unto God for
mercy. 1 deeply realized the wickedness of my heart,
and the weakness of my efforts to withstand temptation,
Many covenants were made with God, and often, though
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not always, broken. The prayers, restraints, and in-
structions of faithful parents were not lost upon me.
"God had respect unto their covenant for their children.
I see it now as I could not then. I want to praise the
Lord for His answer to prayers for guidance, even in
my rebellious boyhood, and for His manifest direction
in the most important undertakings of my life.

After being settled in life I renewed my covenants
with God, and sought to do Tight, because it was right.
I was a member of the church, and grew jealous of the
‘peculiarities of my denomination. I was “zealous
toward God, according to the perfect manner of the law
of the fathers.” Ior ten years or more I proved that
this law “gendereth to bondage.” 1 certainly did “fear
the Lord,” but it is a poor service that is rendered by
one who is only a servant, when he ought to be a son.
And I had not “received the adoption of a son.” I
know now that I was simply a legalist, “ kept under the
law, shut up unto the faith, which should afterwards: be
revealed.” In this dispensation of the Father, with the
“bondwoman ” for their mother, multitudes of profes-
~sors that are in doubt as to their position, might prop-
erly locate themselves. “There is a remembrance
again made of sins every year,” since “ the law malkes
nothing perfect,” not even the conscience. In a Meth-
odist meeting, when more than thirty years of age, God
met me in wondrous power. And I met the test of
public confession of sins and need of the Savior. It
was a hard struggle, for I was proud and stubborn, but
my dear wife joined me at the penitents’ form, and we
mingled our tears and prayers together. I thank God
to this day for the depth and pungency of old-fashioned
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conviction. Rebellion against God was seen and felt
to be the awful damning thing that it is. T was glad to
submit to God, and agree to His terms — any terms in
order to have peace with Him. But the witness of the
Spirit did not come; and after all others had retired, I
bad it out with my Lord in the silent watches of the
night, upon my library floor. And, as people some-
times say by way of emphasis, I was converted through
and throungh. And I knew it! I was free as a bird.
“ Justified by faith,” I had peace with God. His Spirit
witnessed with my spirit that I was born again.

I was at once a glad and willing witness to the power
of Jesus to save. For a time I was faithful and obe-
dient, and then came waywardness, neglect and disobe-
dience. This brought severe chastening and suffering
from the hand of the Lord, followed by restoration of
soul. My consecration to His service was renewed
from time to tiime. I longed to see God glorified in the
salvation of souls and the liberation of the church.
Several years had passed since I had found the liberty
of the sons of God; and yet had seen few brought
into the kingdom. To be sure, I was only a business
man, and was utterly averse to the idea of being a min-
ister, but greatly desired to serve both God and men in
a quiet and unobtrusive way. The church began to lay
some work upon me, but I shrank from it with a
“deep sense of unfitness. And then I felt within me
a quenchless protest against the formalism and reg-
ularity of death all about me. Trregularity is the most
dreaded foe of a legal, lifeless church. My nature
instinctively shrank from the conflict; I felt it far more
than I could understand it. But I determined to have
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a meeting where the Lord should have right of way,
and the practical work of soul-saving be done. Accord-
ingly, my house was opened to all who would come to
evening meetings, during our yearly meeting week in
1869. Our parlors were filled with earnest people, and
without were those who were watching and waiting to
see whereunto this would grow. The Scriptures were
read, prayers offered, hymns were sung, testimonies
were given and souls were blessed. But it was all
unusual, and quite irregular in those days. We had
live meetings, and living things are always irregular,
while dead things mever are. I began to learn what
real loyalty to God was to cost, and that if really led
by the Spirit of God, according to His word, reproaches
and other like blessings that Jesus had promised, would
become a reality.

In conducting a few of these meetings, I learned a
great deal of myself. I was somewhat troubled by the
people and the circamstances around me, bui I dis-
covered one “old man” who gave me more trouble
than all the others, and he was within me. “His
deeds” had been put off, and truly there was “no con-
demnation,” but whenever I “would do good” he was
present with me. His ommipresence was something
wonderful to my opening eyes. And he was there, to
“ war against the law of my mind ” with a resolute pur-
pose to ‘bring me into captivity to the law of sin.” If
he succeeded, even partially, I was humbled and
orieved, and if he did not succeed, I was in distress
with fear lest he might. Some special incidents were
oreatly blessed to me. I began to see quite clearly
that the “law was weak through the flesh.” I hated
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pride, ambition, evil tempers and vain thoughts, but I
had them, and they were a part of me. They were not
acts to be repented of and forgiven at all, but disposi-
tions lying behind the acts and prompting thereto,
natural to the old man and inseparable from his pres-
ence in my being.

I began to cry to God to “ecast him out.” As I did
this, there came a great “ hunger and thirst after right-
eousness,” that I might be ¢ filled with all the fullness
of God.” My new mnature speedily developed wonder-
ful aptitudes for “holiness.” I longed for a ¢clean
heart and a right spirit,” and this yearning increased
until one memorable evening, after the close of the
series of meetings referred to, when a few of us met at
my sister’s for prayer and conference. Up to this
time I had never heard a straight sermon on holiness,
nor read a treatise upon it, nor seen any one who
claimed the experience for themselves. It had never
occurred to me that I had not received the Holy Ghost
since I believed. IKnowing as much of the work of the
blessed Spirit upon my heart as I undoubtedly had, I
supposed, as a matter of course, that I had been *“bap-
tised with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” IHis crea-
tive work in regeneration, and His destructive work in
sanctification, are distinctions of great importance, but
not clearly seen by me at that time. And I might
have answered much as the Ephesians answered PPaul
in Acts 19: 2, had T been asked the same question. I
had not even heard of such an experience. Buf there
was present with us a brother who had heard that grand
and dauntless herald of the cross, John S. Inskip, and
his noble band of compeers at Round Lake. And he
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earnestly told us of their wonderful meetings, and
preaching of consecration and holiness. It was only a
spark of God’s fire that was needed to kindle into a
flame the sacrifice that was placed upon His altar. As
I went upon my knees, it was with the resolute purpose
of “presenting my body a living sacrifice to God,” and
of proving His word that the ‘‘altar sanctifieth the
gift.” But I speedily found myself in the midst of a
severe conflict. There passed quickly and clearly
before me every obstacle to entire consecration, and
“a life hid with Christ in God.” How the “old man”
plead for his life! The misapprehensions, suspicions,
sneers and revilings of carnal professors were all pic-
tured before me, and they were not exaggerations,
either.  Selfishness, pride and prejudice all rose in
rebellion and did their utmost. But I could not, would
not, draw back. Ivery “vile affection” was resolutely
nailed to the cross. Denominational standing, family,
business, reputation, friends, time, talent and earthly
store, were quickly and irrevocably committed to the
sovereign control and disposal of my Almighty Savior.
It came to be easy to trust Him, and I had no sooner
reckoned myself * dead indeed unto sin and alive unto
God,” than the “ Holy Ghost fell” upon me, Just as I
suppose Ile did “at the beginning.”

- Instantly, T felt the meltlng and leﬁnm(r fire of God
permeate my.whole being.  Conflict was a thing of the
past. I had entered into “rest.” I was not]nncr and
nobody, and glad that it was settled that way. IL was
a luxury to get rid of ambitions. The glory of the
Lord shone round about me, and, for a little season, I
. was “lost in wonder, love and praise.” 1 was deeply
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conscious of the presence of God within me, and of
His sanctifying work. Nothing seemed so sweet as His
will, His law written in the heart after the chaff had
been burned out. It was no effort to realize that I
loved the Lord with all my heart, and mind, and
strength, and my neighbor as myself. My calmness
and absolute repose in God was a wonder to me. But
I cannot. describe it all. It was-a “weight of glory.”
O matchless bliss of perfect love,
It lifts e up to things above.”

When I rose from my knees I was constrained to
speak of what God had wrought, the best I knew how.
The people looked so different! I had new eves! I
felt so different that I examined myself, to see if I was
the same person. When the next day I rode out upon
my farm, I felt that every acre belonged to God, and I
was only a tenant at will. The hills and fields and
flocks and trees were all more beautiful as they clapped
their hands in praise. On the Sabbath following, I
broke the silence of our meeting, by a testimony to the
truth as I had found it in Jesus. I do not remember
what I said, but am sure that I preached about ¢ per-
fect love,” for I was in the enjoyment of that blessing,
though perfectly innocent of terminology, and I have
been at it ever since. o

I record this narrative of the way in which I have
been led by the good hand of my God, with the hope
and earnest prayer that He may make it a comfort and
a blessing to those who may read it. It is both a duty
and a privilege to “show forth the praises ”” of the Lord
Jesus. It is of Him and His work that I speak, and
not of myself, or * frames of mind.” It was Jesus that
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I found as a ccmplete Savior. And it is Jesus that
abides as my sanctification, wisdom and redemption.
It is His blood that cleanses from all sin, and His Spirit
alone that protects from the assaults of the devil. It is
to the Holy Spirit that I look for the power that pre-
serves from committing sin, and He is able to do it, and
to “keep us from falling.”

The special experience just related is now twenty-
three years in the past, and might be a dead and for-
gotten thing, but that moment by moment the blood
has cleansed, and the Spirit has indwelt in answer to a
perpetuated faith and obedience to God. During all
these years the mode of my life, which was inaugurated
in that hour, when I received the “baptism with the
Holy Ghost,” has been totally different from that which
preceded it. It began a new era in my Christian life.
I bave had abundant time and occasion to scrutinize
the reality and nature of the work wrought then, and
perpetuated ever since. I have often had such a sense
of my own unworthiness and human imperfections as
to be well nigh overwhelmed. But then I had settled
it that Jesus was my worthiness, and as to Auwman or
legal perfection, David had seen the “end ” of that long
ago. In and of myself I am neither holier nor stronger
than before.

“But this T do find
We two are so joined,
That IIe'll not be in glory
And leave me behind.”

What I am, I am by the grace of God. What I do,
I do * through Christ who strengtheneth me.” And if
God cannot “ work in us to will and to do of his own
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good pleasure,”” we cannot retain our experience. We
must < work oubt our salvation.™ “The willing and
obedient shall eat the fat of the land.” and none others.

But entire sanctification, and the filling of the Spirit,
means a quickened conscience, as tender as the apple
of the eve. It means a keen sense of the revealed
word of God. It means an obedience that does not
stand to debate and reason, and wonder about results.
It means the priestly service of a true Levite, who 1s
bearing the ark of God some paces in advance of the
rank and file of the slow marching church, that has
much of its inheritance on the wilderness side of Jordan.
- It is only when men are really “crucified with
Christ” and “filled with the Holy Ghost” that they
arve fitted to act as the forerunners of the Lord Jesus.
For all such must pass through their Gethsemanes
alone, in a distant likeness to Christ. Too advanced
for the multitude, they are even strange to the best of
friends. Then there is the consciousness of unrequited
toil, unacknowledged sacrifice and unappreciated serv-
ice, that would be fearfully galling were it not for that
sweet sense of privilege, which comes of “putting on
Christ,” and seeking ¢ the reward that comes from God
only.” And self-devotion is the secret of all heroic
life. Calling forth the very best there is in us, and
always strengthened by a tonic of “Dbitter herbs.” Oh!
the blessedness of trusting God to keep all of our
accounts, sure that He will see to it that we get.our
dues, without any jealous anxiety on our part.

All of this, and much more, is involved, if we con-
tinue to ¢ walk in the light as He is in the light, and
have fellowship with God.”
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And it is in this matter of obeying Him, of keeping
His commandments, of “walking as he walked,” that
multitudes draw back and lapse into their old ways of
thinking and acting. When “iniquity abounds the
love of many shall wax cold,” many ¢“hearts are over
charged with surfeiting and cares of this life.” And
then the spirit of persecution is still rife in the church.
The same generation carries it on, that ¢“were filled
with envy, and spake agaihst those things which were
spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.”
Paul’s custom was to “reason and persuade” and
“warn,” though “all men forsook ” him, which indeed
they did. But he lived in the thirteenth of Corinthi-
ans, and “the Lord stood with him and strengthened
him.” The family of “Demas” (popular) is a very
large one, and, true to the instincts of the old nature,
““love this present world,” and will always go back to
it, rather than go forward with Christ, at the cost of
being unpopular and suffering reproach. To “rejoice,
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ’s sufferings,” is
almost a lost art in our day. Oh! that we may believe
that Jesus means what He says when He bids us “Re-
joice and leap for joy, when men shall hate you and
shall separate you from their company, and reproach
you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son ol
man’s sake.”

Now the secret of victory is in trusting God and hold-
ing.still in quietness and assurance ; allowing Satan to
stretch the last link in his chain without quivering.
- And if thus kept in the love of God, and in sweetness
and patience, while ¢ fighting the fight of faith,” we
shall “always triumph through Christ.” Glory be to
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Jesus! It takes a little time for Haman to build his
gallows, and get things all fixed, but Mordecai has no
concern about it, whether it takes a time longer or
shorter, since the coming execution is not to be his,
but Haman's. He simply did his duty without
compromise.
““Oh for a faith that will not shrink,
Though pressed by every foe,
That will not tremble on the brink
Of any earthly woe!"

How the lives of the old saints who *“quenched the
violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, and waxed valiant in
fight,” inspire us with loyalty and courage! How
much more such lives of faith in the Son of God, and
victory through Him, when lived all about us! "There
are some such. May God increase the number! I pray
that these uiterances may be used of Him to assist
some into the land of victorious warfare, and encourage
others already there to push the battle to the gate. I
have written for such as these and not for the ¢ wise,”
or “the disputer of this world”; not for such as are
“gver learning and never coming to a knowledge of
the truth.” For these 1 pray, and for myself, that I
may more and more be enabled to publish this great sal-
vation, and continually to *““rejoice in hope of the glory
of God.” ¢« Brethren, pray for us that the word of the
Lord may have free course and be glorified, and that
we may be delivered from wunreasonable and wicked
men.,” Glory to His name ! |
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tion: 1V., Pentecostal Con-
versions; V., Pentecostal
Revivals; . VI., Pentecostal
Homes; VII., Pentecostal
Gifts; VIIL, Pentecostal
Giving; IX., Pentecostal
Healing; * X., Pentecostal
Expectancy of Christ’s Re-
turn; XI., The Pentecostal
Church; XII., Pentecostal
Preachers; XTII., Pente-
costal Impostors.

Striking Ilustrations designed by Author;
Execated by J. A, Knapp.

. Struck by Lightning. 2. Lost, Saved, Fully Sanctie
fled. 3. Diagram of Christ's Return. 4. The Rapture,
5. On the Rock and on the Sand. 6. *Three Demon
Spirits Hover.”

oversoo pages READ IT T HEED 1T 1 528076068
Other Books by this Author.

Out of Egypt Into Canaan. 21.000. 80 cents. ‘*Able
clear, and forcible.”—Central Methodist.

Christ Crowned Within. 19,000. 75 cents. ‘‘A treasury
of the burning thoughts of those who lived nearest the
master.”—Bisliop McCabe.

Impressions. 6,000, 50 cents. ‘A most instructive,
suggestive and useful book.”--S, A. Keen. ‘*‘We advise
evervbody to read it."'—Central Baptist.

The Double Cure. Sanctification simplified. 13,000.
New edition, 40 cents. Paper, 10 cents.

Revival Kindlings. Revival factsand incidents. 6,000.
81.00. ‘* It will be read with eomfort and delight.”—DNMich.
Christian Advocate,

Revival Tornadoes. 13,000, $1.00. ‘‘A kecen exposure
of sham revivals.”—Christian Standard.

The River of Death. For the young. 50 cents.
Paper, 15 cents.

IRDEF NF THIS OFFICE




 UNSURPASSED.
The unprecedented popularity of *“Tears and

Triumphs,’” and “Tears and Triumphs No. 2,” re-

sulting in a sale of more than 200,000, has led te

" TEARS || Combined
AND 3 and

TRIUMPHS | Aiiged.
Pentecostal. . Loyal. Evangelical.

- Containing the eream of both, with duplicates
‘omitted—also a few.other pieces dropped. It
malkes a book of nearly 400 songs, some of which
have had a large sale as sheet music. Many o}
these songs stir the soul to its depths, bring. tears
to the eyes, and a shout from the heart. :

IT IS A VICTORIOUS SOUL-WINNING SONG BOOK.

Numbers 12, 21, 32, 48, 60, 76, 89, 91, 95, 117, 185,
151, 221, 245, 248 are sufficient to capture any Jover
of music.

Adapted to revivals, Sunday-schools, young peo-
ple’s meetings, camp-meetings and the home,

The following are a few of many words of praise
from influential souls: “A gem,®’ ‘“Soul-stirring,”
“A model of completeness,” ‘“The best I ever
saw,” ‘A triumph.” ' '

PRICES DELIVERED: :

No. 2.—Board, 25c. ; per doz.,$2.80. Muslin, 20c. ;
ber doz., $2.25. ‘

Combined.—Board, 35c. ; per doz., $4.00. Muslin,
80¢. ; per doz., $3.40.

Published In round notes and shapes. "Always
state choice. Evangelists and Agents wanted at
once to sell them at liberal discounts. Oxder it.
If not satisfactory, will refund your money.

‘We will send FOUR cor1Es for the PRICE OF ONLY
THREE ON THIRTY DAYS' TIME to any paid-up sub-
seriber to this paper.

M. W. KNAPP,

Revivalist Ofﬁcé, Cincinnati, Ohie.




. The May Number o

THE PENTECOSTAL
HOLINESS LIBRARY

WILL BE

THE HOLY NATION.

By
PASTOR R. L. SELLE.
Subscribe for the Library, $1.00, and get 12 waluable

Booklets for less than 9 cents each, prepaid.

It and THE REVIVALIST and FULL SALVATION QUARTERTLY,

all one year for

ONLY TWO DOLLARS.



Holness sﬁoohlm

LR (Iolportage “~ e

| ; pentecostal.
| Loval. ; Gvangehcal

Salvation Papers. S.A.XEEN. I0c.

~ The Better Way. Abridged, B. CARRADINE. 100.

The Double Cure. M. W, KNaAPp. 10z.
Gifts and Graces. W. B. GODBEY. 100. : SR
Victory. W.B.GODBEY. 10c. . T

- Sing Versus Infirmities. B. S, TAYLOR. 10¢. - -

Canaanites. B.S. TAYLOR. 10c. < N
Salvation Melodies. From “Tears and Triumphs ? -10c,

- Pentecostal Sanctification.  S. A, KEEN. 1l0c.

Hdoly Land. 'W.B. GopBEY. 10c, L

Pentecostal Church. Abridged. S.C.REES, 10c. = L
Pentecostal Preachers. ' From * Bolts.” M. W. KNAPP. 10e, .0 ¢
Sanctifled Life. Abridged. B.CARRADINE. 10c. - R
Pentecostal Light. A. M. Hivrns., 10c. ‘ '

Romanism to Pentecost. J.S. DEMPSTER. 10c.

- Types of the Spirit. G. D. WaATsoN. 10c.

Spirit of Jesus. BE.H.DAsSHIELL., 10c.

.Pentecostal Wine from *‘ Biblc Grapes.’’ ' By CARRADINE, REES, and‘ | :

others. 1403& 20c.
Impressions. KNAPP. 140 PP. - 20C.
Life of Madam Guyon. Introduction by ABBIE C Monnow. 200.

- River of Death.” M. W. KxAPP. (For the young.) lsc.

Morning Glories. ABBIE C. MORROW, - (FFOr the Young.) 20c.
Flashes from Lightning Bolts. M. W.EKNaAPp, l5c. -

- Burning Coals. From Fire from Heaven. SETH C. REES. l0c. T
_ Joy and Reiolrzin§-I Pentecostal Bible Readings. ABBIL C. Monnow-. o
(o] ;

. CrOSSAN, 10c. . - .
The Heart-Cry of Jesus. BYRON J. REES. - 100.

- Pentecostal Messengers. SETH C. REES, B. CARR ADIN Y, W. B. Gon- ) o

BEY, A. M. HiLLs, and others. 10c.:

... Sparks from Revival Kindlings, M. W, KNAPP. 10c.
. ghtland Shadow. Christian Science E\posed FORREST W, BEERS. :

- Jesus Or;ly.‘ Year Book. By GODBEY CARRADINE, REES, and oth«

. ers, 25c, ;
Pentecostal Aggressiveness. M. W, KNAPP, 1Cc. o

- Paul to the Thessalonians. W.B. GOoDBEY.- 1l0c.

Out of Egypt into Canaan. (Reprint.) M. W. ENAFPP. 25(:. ;
Food for | ambs. Abridged. A. M. HiLLs. 10c,
Pentecostal Kernels. D.B. UPDEGRAFF. 10c.. ’

-~ The Holy Nation. R. L. SELLE. 10c. L e T T
Whosoever Gospel. A. M. HiLLs, 10c. R

Trumpet Calls to the Unconverted. Byron J. REES:. %e. " ’

~ Blectric Shocks from Pentécostal Butteries. Food aud Elre from Sal-

vation Park Camp- meming. 20c.

The Return of Jesus. W.B. GODBEY and SETH C. RFFS.. 10c. - =
- Soul Laws in Sexual, Social, "and Spiritual Life. I'. 8, HRATH, : 100. a

Llfe of Fnlth Through Geo. Muller. ABBIL C. MORROW. ; 200_ ;

Any number will be sent on recelpt of price. Special mtes by e
" the guantity.

One dollar and sixty cents \vorthlof the nbover nud Tlnn RFVJ.V- f o

ALIST for one ycar, only $2.00 ‘v‘-: . PR
AGENTS AND BooK" EVANGEL—- %) Addlebs M W KNAPP,“, - 0 
»1STS WANTED WHEREVER A0 0 RLVIVALHT OFF1QL,

LNGLxsu 18 SPOMN. SRR o : Cinclnna.ti. C\
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