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Mr' . George David 
16l - A, Da~:er y Ro a d 
Mhow L~~.:., 641 
f1ladllya Pt- d(~f::;rl 

De~"1 

The pL\rpDSe of this lettpr 
lecturer for a COLlY"S9 on 
I fist i tu te in DctobE'r. 

• 

is to reqLlsst YOLI tD 
"Indl an F:el i gions:: 

serve as visiting 
in the l~cGavran 

• 

l'~)e verlue im Carmalar"anl? Bangalore and ttle datee; are 16 - 28 
October. We will be ple~5ecJ fC)f battl yell arld Jane to be wittl us 
tl,ls enlire time. If th t is not. possible, kindly let me knr.w if 

, 

you can give us part of ttlat tirne. 'rne facility is already 
• 

The sl..Ilijsct Cdn be c\cioptfo.:·d clcc:ordi ng to your pn?~ferenc.e. ClUJ'" 
objective is to Ilelp I"jjan chLlrc:i, pla"ters, m15Si(lnal~ies, 

pastors and evangelist,s to be more effective ~ervant~; of Christ 
in thE? Il1di ,::In ccml:pwt. You aY"8 -tn?€? tel devote the 'full two Wf?sks 
to ttle 5'tudy of Hi ndt.lisnl if YOl,1 want. Or YIJU may 11 cl.~dB other 
t-E?l i g:i ('1f1S i,~S Io'JI21 1 " I f you cC'ml'1ot:. t;;if::c? ti1e 'full i: i me W~ mi gl'1t 
SLtr'plemen'l with othF'r lE'c tuY"(?,rs. r:::illdly doviee. If fcn- Cln).' 
I'esson you Carl [lot accept, ~:. indly suggest alterr1ativ0s. 

Cordia:lly yours ir' (:t,rist, , 

<01'·. t-i:. f::. l-'Iecj J. und) " 
, 

cc: Rev. S., Vassl",tharaj A),bert 

, 

• 
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L 0 1 head, CGRC is hoping to have an important Planning Conference 
e rly 10 Jtmuary. We will1et you know the datel but I hope you will plan to 
be Wl th us probably sometime during 4-9 January, bock-to-bock with 8 

special constltutionol revision meeting of the CGAn. 

W·rm eet i ngs to Jane. • 

. C 1 11 Y 1 Christ, 
• 

• 

RGger . Hedlund 

: R6 ' 'v/~S8 8f 5J 

• 

• 
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Office of the 
Executive Secretary 
• Phone: 24738 

KOLHAPUR CHURCH COUNCIL Church Council House, 
Kolhapur- 416 003. 

Maharashtra. 
OF 

UNITEB CHURCH OF NORTHSRN INDIA 

Director , 
Date : 4-10-89. 

McGavran Institute, 
C/o . Church Growth Research entre , 
MAD ,,- 8 . 

o 

ear Sir, 

~reetings to you in the loving name of our Lord Jesus Crist . 

Please let us know dates and place of your next training 
Programme at Sat Tal shram, U •• or any other place , we 
wish to send SOme youn people for this training . 

ith kind regards , 

Yours tru , 

\ "'~'''''' ol ~'1 $1''0 
a..\?w..\- ~ .J. t-'\A.ll -

'989 ( ex. P. B. Kam Ie 
• • B . 0 ., G . Th • 

Ex/cuHve 5ecrehry. C 0(J.}( I'k LO \ ~ Q. tM.t \etA • 
Kolhapur (;hurch Council. 



, 

13/2, RR RN . , ( . 60 
POST 6 512; TEL. 66 39 72 

rc.i I ttado Regist . 00 . 246/1'1)78 COAl . 

DR. ROGER E. HEOLUNO~ COORDINATOR & LECTURER 
• 

• 

CARMELARAM, OCTOBER 16-26# 1989 

INDIAN RELIGIONS 
BRO. GEORGE DAVID i GUEST LECTURER 

• 

SUPPLEMENT ARY LECTURES ON THEOLOGY OF MISSION 
DR. R. E. HEDLUND 

• 

SUGGESTED TOPICS: 

1. THEOLOGY AND rHE TASK OF MISSION 
• 

2. DEFINING THE MISSION 

3. DEseRIBI THE MISSION 

4. DOING THE MISSION 

5. MISSION THE KINGDOM 

6. MISSION THE CHURCH 

7. MISSION RELIGIOUS PLURALISM 
• 

• 

, 

B. MISSION AND THE RELIGIOUS CONTEXT: JUDGEMENT OR GRACE? 

9. MISSION AND SUFFERING 

10. CONVERSION IN THE INDIAN CRUCIBLE 

11. SOCIAL ACTION CHURCH GROWTH 

• 



• 

• 

• 

(Communicating the relevance of Christ in the Indian context) 

A 12 day Training Programme at Claret Nivas, Carmalaram, Bangalore. 
16th to 28th October 1989 

OBJECTIVES 
• To understand the importance of effective communication in evangelisation. 
4) To motivate Christians towards effective evangelisation and to help accelerate 

Church Growth. • 

PARTICIPANTS 
Leaders in the church and Christian organisations, pastors, Christian workers, and 
missionaries. (Those who have attended our previous training programmes may 
attend th is Sem i nar.) 

COURSE LEADERS 
• 

GEORGE DAVID 
(Mr. George David is a Christian Apologist and Theologian. 
He can rightly called an expert in Christian Communication, 
considering the pioneering work done by him in this field. 
George David and his wife serve the Lord at Mhow, M. P.) 

• 

ROGER HEDLUND 
(Dr. Roger Hedlund is an authority on Church Growth and 
has spen t several years studyi ng the prog ress of the Indian 
Church. Dr. Hedlund is also a noted author, and resource person 
at various conferences and has taught at Fuller Theological 
Serninary at the US and at the Union Biblical Seminary in India.) 

PARTICIPATION FEE 
Registration fee _. Rs. 25/-
Food & Accomodation ... Rs. 150/-

• 

Registration: Kindly send your bio·data covering aspects like your education, nature of work, 
total years of experience along with the name and address of a Christian leader well known 
to you. Send the registration fee along with bio-data. 

The last.date to receive your application is the 6th of Septemb.er 1989. 

• 

APPLY TO: 

McGavran Institute, 
Clo Church Growth Research Centre, 
Post Bag 512 
Egmore. Madras - 600 008 
Phone I 663972 

• 

• 

MONARCH PRINTOGRAPHIC. Madras·3D. Phon.: &18424 

• 



• 

-

- • 

-
(Communicating the relevance of Christ in the Indian con~ext) 

- • . - . - -A 12 day 
Banga l o r e . 

Training t'rogramme a~ vlare~ Nlvas , varmal a ram, 

16th t o 28ttl October 1968 

* To understand 
evangelisation. 

the impor~ance of effec~ive . . ' • commUnlCa'L10n 10 

* To motivate christians 
help accelerate Church 

towards eiiec'Live evangelisation and to - . . IjrOWT.n. 

PARTICIPANTS' 
• 

• 

Leaders in the c hurch and chris'Lian organisa~ions, paS'Lors, 
christain workers, and missionaries. (Those who have a'Ltended our 
pre vious training pro grammes may a'L~end this Seminar.) 

COURSE - - -

GEORGE 
LEADER S 
DAVIDi 

• 

(Hr. George David is a Christian ApologisT. and Theologian. He can 
rightly called an exper'L in Christian Communication, conside ring 
the pioneering work done by him in this field. George David and 
his wife serve the Lord at Mnou, M.P.) 

ROGE R HEDLUND-
(Dr. Roger Hedlund is an authority on Church Grow'Lh and has spen'L 
several years studying the progress of the Indian Church. 
Dr. Hedlund is also a noted author,and resource person at various 
conferences and has taught at Fuller Theological Seminary at the 
US and at the Union Theological Seminary in India.) 

• 

PAR1ICJPATION FEE 
Registration; Kindly send your oio-data covering aspec~s like 
your education, nature of work, total years of experience 
alongwith the name and address of a christian leader well known 
to you. 

• 

The last date to receive your application is the 6th of September 
1989. 

APPLY TO, 
McGavaran Institute. 
Church Growth Research 
Post Bag 512, Egmore. 
MADRAS - 600 008. 

• 

- . 
ven~re. 
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E.- News 'the bricks. Now of course, we will 
ao to Aybdhya with the bricks," he 
said. 

-

oppose us. We have made anange­
ments for that." He further said: 
"No one has the right to interfere 
,with us. If the Government 

VIIP to go 

New 
Villi.. . 

IS 
'C! have dedded to 80 

IIaead Witllils plan of shiJa puja for 
the temple ,in Ayodbya. 

A marathon meetinS of senior 
leaden of .. VHP was held here 

where most of the repreSC1lta­
opposed the move to abandon 

die plan for the foundation layin, 
lilted for Nov. 9, VHP told 
UNI. 

, New DeIId, Oct. 19: The Vilhwa 
Hindu Parishad (VHP) declared on 
Thursday that it would "DOt budge 
an inch" from its programme to lay 
the foundation stone of the Ram 
lanmabhoomi temple at Ayodhya. 

I A battery of VHP leaders de-

Mr. Singhal said shila pu j an had 
taken place at 2.S lakh places. "Tell 
us .one occasion where we have 
created trouble. If someone else has 
done it, we are not responsible." 
The Government had asked thel 
Parishad, not to carry out the pooja 
at sensitive places. "No district 
administration has said that we have 
Violated that agreement. We have 
agreed with the administration on 
the routes of the' convoys." Now, he 
said the administration was identify­
ing a place in Ayodhya where the 
bricks would be stored and the 
Parishad would accept the site the 
Government suggested. 

:stop them, we will aive a reply. We 
'will do satyagraha, we will sit there. 
They will have to go over our 
heads." 

The VHP functionariel saki the 

, 

, 

fended their decision to continue 
tile shila programme. at a heated 
Press conference here. The Parishad 
leaders present included 
who heads the Muktisamiti, tile 
Parish ad patron VIShnu Hari DaI-
mia, : Swami Chinmayanand, 
Parishad Ashok 
Singhal, the Delhi B. L. Shar-
ma 'Prem; Mr. Dau Dayal Khanna 
and BIP leader Mrs. Vijayaraje 
Scindia. 

would continue and there 
WOUld further with 
tile of lanma 
Bboomi Mukti Samiti. who are ex­

to take part in the delibera­
tOUlOn ow. 

The VHP leaders are expected 10 
make tbe final announcement in this 
reprd tomonow at tile press con­_nee. 

In a statement here, the VHP 

The Press conference often be­
came a forum for heated arguments 
and with several noisy 
• • IOtell uptlons. 

"The Government has allowed 
shila laid Mr. Singhal. "rl 

Mr. Singhal said: "If we are com­
mitting an offence or breach of law, 
let the Government allest us. If it is 
lawful, it is the duty of the adminis­
tration to stop the others." 

A note circulated on behalf of the 
Shri Ram lanmabhoomi Mukti Ya­
jna Samiti said "Any attempt to 
bring a bad name to Ram shila 
pujan movement is nothing but a 
politically motivated and 
propaganda. Any attempt to prop­
ose suspension of Shri Ram shila 
pujan programme will be against the 
wishes of crorers of people who are 
known for their restraint and de- ' 
dication." 

The committee reiterated its de­
termination to complete the proa­
ramme of laying the foundation 
stone on Nov. 9. There was no 

dacribecl as "a aHempt 
to milJUkle the Muslim and 
am veteran 

Tri­
statement that the 

to delllOHsh the 
to be the Babri 

has the of 
Swami Chinmayanand said: "We scope for alterina the 

now, the parishad said. are ready to deal with who 
, 

AM not that this will not fallon 
ean. I am not sure you will not hate 

me for this. Yet as an Indian citJzen and 
with you the pride of being I Hindu. I must 
what my impels me to say. 

We extol Rama as a nltional hero and IIIe 
of for he evil and 

destroyecUts symbol. Ravana. You 
WIIlt to build I memory you 
wish to the and moral 
that be represented in and diem to 
Instal what Oandhiji RaDU'8jya. But I 
wonder if you hive leriously pondered the con­

of your Intended adVenture that is 
shape every day Ind 

produce an on the ninth of the next 
month. In all I that you hive 
not. 

I fully respect your lentiments. Men do not live 
by cold alone. are I vital part of 
the hum.n psyche. I do not lor a moment doubt 
the Ind Intensity of 6::l:' belief that the 
lite on you want to d • 
temple Is the place wbere the 
wai bolD. I not for I moment 
desire to undo a historic wrona a 

on his do not 
... of attempt brina coIle-
aloD and UDity to which 

hi hiatory has been by all 
of bulHtl and hopelellly divided by telfish 

aacI ambitions. 
But then dlere is the oth()side of the picture. 

• 

• 
\ . \0' 

• • , 

, 

, 

, 

A inulti-headed Ravana rules the country. The 
pretent incarnation is worse than the 
one Rima vanquished and He has 

the Ganaotri of our body with the 
vilest Ind nOt one river, rivulet or lake 

• 

is immune ita share of the Every 
institution of our hu been destroyed 
or den1arated. SocIal is aU but and 
the wIlole country has a 

to at any moment. 
WIIlt ot a to RamI only to 
lte the rei", of . 

As a Hindu I want my Rama to be loved and 
revered by all. even those who are not Hindus. I 
want the bulldlnl of a temple to m)' lord to be a 
harbinpr of joy and to thuufferilll nation 
and all ita I WIIlt every Muslim. 

member of the c1U1es. 
bri~ a of and and help 

up the of the temple. That be I 
~ in my life aod a day In the 

to that the Ravena of 
Roadla the 

Dot becauIe lao 
'the but 

pme. He 
MUiU ... wiD feel 

the other minoridel. He I 
tbeir votea. So biI 

;:V .... deIda 
The J ..... Oil t.:: 

• 
, 

, 

• 

-• , •• • 

, 

, 

seen the pme And oilier Opposition 
elements not at all or certainly not 10 
clearly. Thete Ravana 

fragment That is the 
chance he hai of in power. I 

am distrased that your project i. 
IOinl to JIO!'Pttua" an wbidl it should 
be tile patriotic dutx of to demolish. 

The teJl!Ple ~ but not until mis-
uncierstaJidlfta felr. however irrational or 

hive from the mincla 
hearts of our fellow 

The Muslims must be that the m~or 
of the Hindu l!Doallm are riaht. They 

muat be made to believe ihat the lite GO Which the 
mosque was by Blbar wu the hallowed 
lite of Rama's or It rate ttie Hindus 
fervently and 10 'thete facta 
must be neutral Ind impeRial 
friends. Courts of law are lIot to resolve 
this It Clnnot be the law of 

or the J.llfldai The 

at 

_the 
, 

10 JOI' 110 YOIU' 
the Of ... and peaceful 

to operate . 
• 

, • 
• 
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ONE GOD 
MANY MANIFESTATIONS 

G. D. YISUDAS 

• 

GOSPEL LITERATURE SERVICE 
BOMBAY, INDIA 



© GOSPEL LITERATURE SfRVICE 1969 

lSI ~dil ion March 1'169 

R~prinud S~pttmber 1975 

R~prmr~d December 198 I 

Printed br M. E. Eapen at GLS Press, Bombay 400 075, 
and published by F. C. Durham for Gospel Literature 
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One God many manifestations 

Prakash was wa lking out of the college gate 
when Satish ca ught up with him. 

'"Listen Prakash, last night I had a long and 
interes ting conversation with my elder brolher 
Ramesh. We kept on talking late until it was 
nearly 120' clock." 

"What were you talking about Sat ish?" 

"We were talking mainly about the relation 
between the teachings of Vedanta and the Bible." 

"Were you able to come to any conclusion?" 

"We finally came to the conclusion that there 
is only one God and that there are many mani­
festati ns of that one God. People of different 
religions call that one God by different names. 
Some people approach God through one mani­
festation like Ram or Krishna and others like 
Buddha or Christ. But after all we are all seek­
ing through various ways to approach the one 
God." 

"That so unds very convincing, Satish. Come 
on. let us get into this restaurant and have a cup 
of tea." 

They quietly took their seats and ordered two 
cups of lea. 

"Satish, J want you to help me to understand 
this statement of yours. You see. the Bible also 



teache that there is only one God. But I am 
not sure that what the Bible teaches about God 
and what Vedanta and other schools of Hindu­
ism teach about God is the same." 

" Praka h, te ll me, does it really matter if there 
are some slight variations in the teach ing about 
God in these two rel igions?" 

Prakash wa s ilent for a while. 

" Yes, Satish. I think it matters a lot. Because 
it is one thing to know God as he really is. And 
it is quite another to invent ideas about G?d by 
our own intelligence. T he one is Go.. who IS our 
Creator and the other is a god who is really 
only a 'crea ti on of Our own minds. So the one 
God you may be refering to could be eithe r the 
Creator of your mind or the creation of yo~r 
mind. And the differenCe between t he two IS 
very great." 

It was Sat ish 's turn to be quiet. He was lost 
in thought for a while. As the waiter brought 
the tea and placed it on the small table before 
them he was startled. 

"J see that this is a very real possibility, 
Prakash . But is there any way to be sure that 
the one God of whom We are thinking of is really 
our Creator and not merely the creation of our 
minds?" 

Prakash sipped his tea. 

"That is where I want your co-operation, Satish . 
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The. only way to Sort out thi s problem is by 
placIng Our thoughts about God side by side. 
When we see a false coin and want to mak e 
sure that . it is really false the best way is to 
compare J! WIth a genuine one." 

"Yes, that's r ight, but how can 1 help La solve 
the problems? " 

"I want you to tell me what you thin k of the 
one God you are talking about.· ' 

"I generally think of the one God as Para­
matma. or Brahman. But occasiona lly when 1 
am facmg an acute problem I also th ink of God 
as Bhagwan or Ishwar.'· 

"Will yo u first tell me what is in yo ur mind 
when you think of God as Paramatma?" 

."Paramatma is the supreme power, the only 
thlllg that is real in the uni verse. The ve ry 
lmiverse is a manifestation of Pa ramatma . Ail 
living crea tures are a manifestation of Paramatma 
[n other words all 'jiv ' or life, is a part of 
Paramatma. Human beings are perhaps nearer 
to Paramatma than other living creatures. We 
are all part of the Divine." 

"Tell me Satish, is Paramalma the Creator 
of the uni verse? " 

"Yes, of course, Paramatma is the Crea tor, 
(he first cause of the universe." 

"How did Pararnatma create the universe?" 
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"That means that you are thinking of God as 
Saguna (with atLribUles) as against the Vedanra 
teaching that Paramatma or Brahman is Nirguna 
{without qualities or attributes)." 

'That is right Salish, if you think of God as 
nirguna you red uce God to an abstract power, 
without even those lOfty qualities that are found 
in a creature like man the qualities of love. 
mercy and goodness. In so doing, you make God 
even less than His creatures. Doo't you think 
that such a concept of God is more likely to be 
the creation of the human mind, rather than it's 
Creator?" 

"But Prakash. there are good and bad quali­
ties in persons." 

«Yes, human beings as they are today, have 
good and bad qualities. But when God created 
us, He created us good and hoiy. That is why 
the Bible says that God created man is His own 
image. That does not mean that man is essentially 
Divine. It simply means that God created human 
beings with the capacity to know and love their 
Creator. 

"The Bible teaches that God is a supreme 
person. Therefore He is kind. loving. merciful 
and good. If we think of God only as a great 
power, a power may have laws or rules by which 
it works. But mere power is incapable of ex.erci s­
ing love or mercy." 

"There I must agree with you Prakash. To­
gether with the teaching of God as Paramatma 
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in the Hindu scriptures, we have linked with it 
the teaching o,f Karma. KaliDa is the supreme 
law of the universe, It holds every living crea­
tu!e W1der it's firm grip. No one can escape 
rhls law, AI! that we experience in this life 
whether of good fortune or misfortune is the 
r~su l t of our deeds in some previous birth Or 
~Irths, And the deeds that we are doing in this 
life, we Will reap in some future life or lives. 
ThiS law of Karllla also determines into which 
caste a person is born." 

"For those ~ho follow ~h}s system, is there any 
hope or promIse for recelvmg pardon for sins or 
mercy from Paramatma?" 

"As you said, Prakash, since Paramatma is 
Ni rgun~ and since Kalma is the supreme law of 
the UnIverse, there is no provision of mercy or 
pardon from Paramatma, The law of Karma 
cannot be relax.ed. What a man sows he must 
reap in some future lives and what he is reaping 
today IS what he has SOWn in his past lives." 

"That means Satish, that if God is really just 
a power then we have to resign ourselves to be 
ruled by the blind heartless law of Kanlla. In 
our own lives we know that even a human father 
is not as heartless to his own son as Paramatma 
is said to be. with creatures ruled by Karma. 
If a son fall s mto some bad habit like drinking, 
a human father does not treat hjm on the ba')is 
of st~ict Karma. Normally a father is loving and 
merCiful even to a bad and disobedient son. He 
may scold him or correct him. But he is also 
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" We cannot know that for certain. But the 
pa nishads and the pandits who interpret them 

~a y that the uni verse has come forth or emanated 
from Bra hman like the web comes from the 
spider that weaves it: The . material that t~e 
spider uses to weaves It s web 1S rea lly an IOtegra l 
par t of the sp ider." 

"Then the Crea tor and the creature are rea ll y 
one. " 

h " "Of course t ey are one. 

"}n that caSe the Creator has become the 
. " crea llon. 

''It so unds funn y the way you put it, Prakash, 
but 1 cannot deny it." 

"If the Creator has become the creation, then 
the creation and creatures in it can become the 
Creator." 

" I wou ldn't put it in those words, Prakash. 
But the final goal of Moksha is to realise that 
we or the 'atma' in Us is really Brahma~ o,~ 
Paramatma and thus be absorbed in the InfinIte. 

'·Did you know Satish, that accordin~ to the 
teaching of the Bible, for any hum~n. betng who 
is but a creature, to say, 'I am God IS the great-
est sin imaginable?" 

Satish looked puzzled. 

"Why, what is so sinful about such a claim ?" 
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"According to the teaching of the Bible God 
created the universe by His authoritative, crea­
tive command. T he universe as taught in the 
Bible is not an emanation of God It is not 
like the web that a spider weaves. It i ~ not a pan 
of God. Neither is man or any part of man apart 
of G.od. Man, his body, soul and spirit are the 
creation of God. T hus there is a clear difference 
between God and man. God is Crea tor and man 
is creature. Nothing can bridge this gap. " 

Sa ti sh gulped the last sip of tea . 

"And calI1 nothing equa te the concept of the 
Creator-God that you are talking about, with 
Paramatma as taught in the Hindu scr iptures?" 

"No, to my mind there is an unbridgeable gap 
between what the Bible teaches about God and 
what is inherent in the idea of Paramatm.a. But 
there is one more important m.atter. When you 
think of God as Paramatma, can you say that 
Plaramatma is a person?" 

"Of course not, Prakash. Don't you think. 
th.at you are limiting God when you say that God 
is a person? " 

" Not at all. The Bible reveals that God is a 
supreme person. The reason why you th ink that 
the idea of person js limi ted is because when you 
think of person you are only thinking of human 
beings or created persons. But thl' one who 
created human beings or persons could surely 
not be less than per on." 
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'That means that you are thinking of God as 
aguna (with attributes) as against th~ V~danra 

teaching that Paramatma or Brahman 1S Nlrguna 
(without qual ities or attributes)," 

'That is right Salish, if you think of God as 
nirguna you reduce God to an abstract power, 
without even those lofty qualities that are found 
in a creature like man the qual ities of love, 
mercy and goodness, In so doing, you make God 
even less than His creatures, Don't you think 
that such a concept of God is more likely to be 
the creation of the human mind, rather than it's 
Creator? " 

"But Prakash, there are good and bad qual i-.. " ties In persoos, 

'''Yes, human beings as they are today, have 
good and bad qualities. But when God created 
us, He created us good and holy. That is why 
the Bible says that God created man is His own 
image. That does not mean that man is essentially 
Divine. It simply means that God created human 
beings with the capacity to know and love their 
Creator. 

"The Bible teaches that God is a supreme 
person . Therefore He is kind, loving, mercifu l 
and good. If we think of God only as a great 
power, a power may have laws or rules by which 
it works. But mere power is incapable of exercis­
ing love or mercy." 

"There I must agree with you Prakash. To­
gether with the teaching of God as Paramatma 
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in the Hi,ndu scriptures, We have linked with i 
lhe teachlflg o~ Karma , Karma is the u t 
law of the unIverse, It holds every Jiv 'o preme 
lure under it 's firm grip No on I g crea­
h' I 'e can escape 

t IS aw, All that we experieoce in this life 
whether of good fo~uoe Or misfortune is the 
r~sult of our deeds III some previous birth Or 
births. A,!d the deeds that we are doing in this 
lIfe, we WIll reap io some future life or lives 
ThiS law of K~rma alSo determines into which 
caste a person IS born." 

"For those ~ho follow this syslem, is there any 
hope or promIse for receiving pardon for sins or 
mercy from Paramatma?" 

,"As you s~d, Prakash, since Paramatma is 
Nlrgun~ and smce ~arma is t~e supreme law of 
the UnIverse, there 1S 00 prOVision of mercy or 
pardon from Paramatma. The law of Karma 
cann~t be relaxed. What a man sows he must 
reap I~ Some future lives and what he is reaping 
today IS what he has sown in his past lives." 

"That means Satish, that if God is really JUSt 
a power then ",,:,e have to resign ourselves to be 
ruled by ~he blInd heartless law of Karma. In 
?ur own lives We know that even a human father 
~ s no~ as heartles~ to his own son as Paramatma 
IS said to be. WIth creatures ruled by Karma. 
li a Son faUs IOta some bad habit like drinking, 
a hu~an father does not treat him on the basis 
of st:Jct Kalma. Normally a father is loving and 
merCiful even. to a bad and disobedient son. He 
may scold him or correct him. But he is also 
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pa tient and forg iving and sutfers a ll the sorrow 
and pain that his Son ca uses, with the ea rnest 
desire of winning him back to a go d life," 

·'Can God deal with us with less love, mercy 
and palience? If God is not merciful to uS 
then He is not a person. But if He is merciful 
then He is a person. So you see, Satish, a lthough 
you say that God is one, thu s implying that 
while so me may call God Para matma and others 
ca ll him Crea tor and Father, they are thinking 
of One God. this is not true. T he Brahman and 
Pa rama lma of the UpaiJl ishads and God Our 
Crea tor and Fa ther as He has revealed H imself 
in the Bible are really not the same." 

"Wait a minute Prakash. Don't be so has ty 
in drawing yo ur conclusion. The Nirguna ~oncep t 
of God is not the only concept of God in Hin­
duism. T here were times when 1 too have felt 
Illat the Nirgu na concept of God did not sa tisfy 
the innermost needs of my life. It does give 
an int ellectual satisfaction but fails to give any 
comfor t when we are faced with grief, sorrow, 
defeat or the temptations we face in daily life." 

"The persona l manifesta tions of God, known 
as Bhagwan or Ishwar, are Brahma, Vishnu and 
Shiva and there is Shakti which represents the 
feminine aspect of diety, also known as Devi. 
The Vishnavites also admit of the possibility of 
Bhagwan becoming incarnate and coming into 
the world of men as an avatar. Bhagwan 
Krishna sta tes in the Bhagwat-gita, chapter four 
and verses seven and eight:-
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"Arjuna. whenever there is decline of righte­
ousness, and unrigh teousness is on the ascen­
dant then 1 body myself forth. For the 
prot~ction of the virtuous, for the destruction 
of evil-doers, and for establ ishing Dharma on 
a firm foo ting, I am born from age to age." 

"So you see even if the Nirguna concept of 
God is lInsat isfactory there are mi 11 ions in IndIa 
who accept the Saguna concept of God and 
worship him as lshwar, Bhagwan or .pers?n. Of 
eO LLrse they worship the one God 111 dIfferent 
manifestations and by address ing him by different 
names. But what does that matter. 1t IS the 
one and only God that they a ll worship." 

"How can yo u be sure Satish, that each one 
of the different manifesta tions or avatars arc 
really a manifes tation of the one true Creator­
God and Father?" 

"Well , 1 ca nnot think of any test to make Lire 
that each of these manifestations are a manIfesta­
tion 01' God. Can yo u suggest some means of 
making sure?" 

"In order thal We may not be deceived by any 
fal se manifestation it is necessary to know some­
th ing of Satan a l;d his .ways. Salish, did 'you 
ever notice the fact that In none of the Hmdu 
scriptures is there any mention of Satan?" 

There is no mention of anyone lik e SHtn n, 
but there is mention o[ Rakshasas like Ravan." 

• 

"Yes but the Hindu Scriptures do not mentIon , 
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any organised force of evil like Satan who stands 
10 .d irect opposition and rebellion against GOd. 
NeIther ?oes holiness and purity of conduct have 
a place In t he character of the gods mentioned." 

"That, Prakash, is because, the gods are sa id 
to be above the moral laws." 

, 

"'!he Bible reveals God as the Holy one. 
HoI mess and pu nty JS an essential part of His 
charac ter and being. It further reveals that one of 
the leaders of the spiritual.beings kno.wn as angels, 
whom God created, was lifted up WIth pride. As 
a re.sult he was banished from the presence and 
serVIce of God. When he Satan, was banished, 
those under his leadership also followed him. 
They are known as demons or evil spi rit ~." 

. "Satan and h is company are cons tantly schem­
ing agains t God. When God made the first man 
a~d woman, Satan tempted them to disobey God 
wIlh the result that human beings too have Come 
under ~atan ·s. influence and are now plagued by 
the ternble dIsease of sin." 

''The one desire in the heart of Satan and his 
company is to take the place of God Because 
of this de.sire they are constantly seeking to 
parade theIr po.wer and dr:aw men into offering 
them the worshIp and servIce that is due to the 
C.reator alone. The Bible reveals that Satan and 
hIS foll?wers . are engaged in showing themselves 
as marufestatlons of God and are thus deceiving 
and enslaving men." 

"Tell me Prakash, if this is true how can we 
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d istingu ish between a manifestation of Sa tan as 
God and a true manifestation <'f God'?" 

"Most people are convinced by any manifesta­
tion of power. Satan does exercise a lot of power 
and can even work miracles. A manifestation of 
Satan as God is usually centred in the worship 
of some visible object before which the worship­
per bows and pays homage. In the Bible we are 
taught that God is spirit and His true worship­
pers must worship Him in Spirit and in truth. 
Worship before some visible object amounts to 
giving to God's creation the worship that is due 
to t he Creator a lone." 

., Besides, a manifestation of Satan as God can 
do harm but not good. The worship of many 
gods and idols by people is co mpelle(: n 1 by 
love but out of fear that the devta or de\ J may 
bring some evil upon them if they do not offe r 
service or worship." 

"Some of these devis or devtas may sometimes 
exerc ise their power to obtain some temporal 
favour for their worshippers. like hea ling some 
disease. But they are totally powerless to obtain 
for men the supreme blessing of salvation. of 
pardon for sins and reconciliation with God. 
These lesser powers are only interested in taking 
the place of God in the lives of those who are 
deceived into worshipping them. Their one 
desire is to keep men from obtaining pardon for 
sins and reconciliation with God our Creator." 

"Prakash, that sounds very terrible. Twas 
not even aware that Sa.tan is such a teacherous 
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cncm JnJ that he is bus~ decel\ 109 men and 
eerm\! them from knowing God the Creator. 
'n" I am all the: more edger to know ~ome 

.. ure mean of re:cogni ing the difference bet­
ween a fal e and a true manifestation of God." 

'"Th¢ be t tet of a manife ta t inn of God I 
nov. of i thi. genuine doctor has two ba ic 

QU hfi 31ioo He J able to rightly diagno e 
Ihe dl~a~ his pa1ient J suffering from. He i 
able 10 pr ribe the nght remedy. A fal e 
d tor r a deceiver i unable to diagno e the 
dl nd he ha no remedy or cure Appl} 
thl 10 tho~e who claim to be the manife tations 
of Ihe one true God. If they fail to give the 
ri hI diagno i of I he root di ea e and problem 
, r human life. they are fal e. Besides they will 
h \oe no rem d" for the real di ease and prob­
lem in ur live'. They usually deny that sin and 
re Ilion 31!sinst God our Creator is the real -problem in OUr live They will give a wrong 
diagonsi and will even encourage u 10 believe 
that w are ourselve God. Tn fact, they wilJ 
lrive to eep !heir wor hipper ignorant of their 

real piritual disease." 

.. far a r know. Praka h. lhe only diagnosi 
of Ihe di e and pT blem in human lives given 
b the avatars, devta , and devi of Hindu ism 
i th I we men are caught in Ma a-Ja l' and are 
Iherefore under the control of Karma and punar­
laoma or am ara. They ay that we need to 
e ape from • or ignorance of Our -
ti I identity God. The ways of pe Or 
Mok ha re id to be by Gyan-marg, Ka rma · 
marg and Bhakti-marg." 
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"Tell me Satish, are YOU cnmlOced thJt the 
real problem in human life IS lTIa)(j·Jal. samsara 
and Ignorance of OUr SUp)'1l ed Identity wilh 
Paramn tma?" 

" I ca nnot give you an immediate answer 10 
rhat Prakash. I am not ure, that is the root 
problem and disea. e in human live . The di ease 
must be ome th ing more serious than that 
Will you please tell me what diagnosis the Lord 
lem gives regarding the spiritual d' ase')" 

"The Lord Jesus Christ laught that the roo I 
spiritual disease that ha affected human bei ngs 
is the disease of sin or rebellion against God . 
Beea of sin We have lost Ihe deep swee t 
fellowsh ip with God our reator and Fat her. r r 
which We were made. For those who arc wil l. 
109 to humbly confess their sin and plead fo r 
God's mercy and pardon, the Lord Jesus Chri s t 
Himself provides Ihe cure for this di sea e. 

'The Lord Je u Chri t oa a id. '} have come 
to seek and save the 10 t. 1 have come to call 
sinners to repentance. I ha e come to give my 
life a ra n om for many.' The Lord Je us who 
is Himsolf sinle s and holy. the ishk alank­
avatar. chose to suffer the penalty for our in s 
when he died Ihat cruel death of the crosS. It 1s 
beca u e God love us Hke a falher, that He. 
thr ugh the Lord Jesus Christ ha oITered on e 
full and perfect acrifice by which all wh tum 
from their sins can be pardoned . Becau e the 
Lord Jesus ha suffered the penalty for your sins 
you can receive pardon for sins a nd be reconciled 
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with God. The Lord Jesus said, 'The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy: I am come 
that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
J am the Good Shepherd. The Good Shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. Those who are 
well have no need of a doctor, but those who 
are sick, I am come ' not to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance.' The Bible teaches 
that Christ is the only incarnation of God. This 
is further contil med by the fact tha t no one else 
of the gods and incarnations that men have 
chosen to worshjp have either rightly diagnosed 
our spiritual di sease nor offered the cure for that 
disease. " 

"You mean to say, Prakash, that it is wrong to 
say there are several manifestations of God. And 
that Jesus Christ is the only true incarnation 
and Saviour from sin?" 

"Well Satish, jf there is another, I have not 
yet heard of him. None of the gods and incar­
nations that I have heard of has diagnosed the 
root human disease as sin, disobedience and 
rebellion aga inst God. And none of them have 
done anyth ing to obtain for men pardon for 
sins and reconciliat,ion with God. Have you 
heard of any such person, Satish?" 

"Not yet, Prakash," Satish sajd, as they got 
up to leave. "But I would be interested to read 
and study the Bible more closely. I would be 
interested to know how Jesus Christ has obtained 
for us pardon for s.ins and how He reconciles us 
to God." 
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