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27 March, 1989

Mr-. Deorge David
148-A, Rakery Road
Mhiiow 403 641
Madhvyva Pradesh

Dear Brother George David,

Greetings in Jesus.

The purpose of this letter is to reguest vou to serve as visiting
lecturer for a& course on "Indian Religions® in the McbBavran

Institute in October.

The wvenue is Carmalaram, Bangalore and the dates are ié& - ZB

Octaber . We will be pleased for both you and Jane to be with us
this entire time. If that is not possible, kindly let me know it
you can give us part of that time. The Ffacility is already
FEser ved. | T 7 i

The subject can be adopted according to yow preference.  Owr
abjective is to help Indian churcih planters, missionaries,
pastors and evangelists to be more effective servants of Ghrist
in the Indian context. You are free to devote the full two weeks

to the study of Hinduism i+ you want. Or you may inciudge other
religions as well. [f you cannot take tie full time we might
supplement with other lecturers. Kindly advice. I+ for any

reason you can not accept, kKindly suggest al t,ﬁarn'ativﬁﬂ. |
Looking for your earlier reshbonse.

Cordially yours in Christ, -
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McGAVRAN INSTITUTE

(Training wing of Church Growth Research Centre)

15apnl, 198y ~

Bro. George David
145-A Bakery Road
Mhow, M P 453 641

Dear Bro. George David,
Greetings 1n Jesus from Madras.

Thank you for your letter of 1st April, 1989, received 6th April in my ahsence  Thanks for
your prompt reply. And especially thank you for accepting the invitation fo teach INDIAN
RELIGIONS at Carmelaram 16-28 October!

Details are pretty much whatever you desire. | am very pieased with the subjects suggested, ) €.
1) Christian Apologetics for Hindus; 2) Principles of Christian Communication; 3) Strategy of
Mission to reach Hindu communities. You may have as many lecture hours per day as you
require. | | |

Unless you suggest otherwise, shall we think of three sessions per day {in line with the ahove
three subjects) ?

Yes, it is an excellent idea to incorporate a daily hour of intercession for the evangelization of

Hindus. Lel us su pian. Gur nor mal pattern is to begin the day with an hour of vors_hip
conziating of meditation singing, hearing the Word and intercession. But | wonder if thisis

adequate. Should we abbreviate the worship o, say, half an hour, then insert a full hour for
inter cession soinetiine dur ing the day?

| will be happy to include a series of lectures on theology of missio_n since you s0 request.
Actually | give two full courses on Theology of Mission at various times, but | think | can come

up with something appropriate for this particular Institute. Tentatively | will thinkin terms
of one Teviure per day.

we look forward to havaing both you and Jane Tor the Bwo full weeks. ITshe1s treg during t@t >
time . | ain sure my wife will also allend. Perhaps o oo coruit some more ladies? Our gual 15

25 participants  Please pray.

AlSo we need pUbliCitu materials. K‘M‘U send a3 EMto. Also snme P‘Brﬁf"ﬂﬁl’f‘i WCH We iy
publicize. This is URGENT!

Have uggesti ‘ ' de C.¥ Mathew's NEO-
ons or ToOmn carmanta? Tavihanka? We m“ prgqi
tehor s0 happu to provide copiesof other Indian

HINDUISM, A MISSIONARY krLibium We are ;ﬂ: % 1o provide coplesSEtiTRg
publications for purchese. Kindly suggest 4 f: e should order . Many _

Cordialiy yours 1n Chnist,

 Roger E. Hedlund
cc: Rev. YddantReoe§i2, 13/ or asnuny g oqicay s 09, PrERRRESR b1a Tel. 663972
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JRogsr E. Hodlund

Bro. George David
1‘!-8—.& Bakery Rd,
Mhow - 453 641
M.Pe

Dear Bro. George David:
Today I sent to you the following telegrams

Could you also teach at Sat Tal in Septembers
Ronly recuesteds Letter follows, Hedlund

Our speaker for Sat Tal in September has not confirmed. Could you
possibly  %oke on HNorth Indla, 18«30 September ab Sat Yal
Christisn w9 We ean shbreviate if that would help, say 19-29
Sept. (10 days), or even lesc. Sorry to come at this late ht&o
The sanme n’hjca‘ I feel, would be appropriate for North India where
u:: :ifort is for spiritual and evangelistic renewal in sleept
ChUrCNa8Sssne

Thank you for the photos and information received, This is lilt
halpm. fAuny other Lldeas or suggestlions for publieity, ete

be appreciated. We plan to advertin, send mallings, etce, .Li ve
want to build up uttendmee to 30 or more Af possibles Usually we
sag below mnoon

Anxiousg to hears

Yours in Christ,

P.8Se Mot HJ'LF Soci*z‘;;, sl phists and others 1ast wesk in Bangalore.
Enthusinetic rocp nas, ussle o of three to meet next month te
generate ackion. Prayl ISISIGN -

Qﬂl Preme lNoleoase

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION
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CHURCH GROWTH

Post Bag 512, 13/2, Aravamuthan Garden Street,

ESEARCH CENTRE

ore, Madras-600 008 INDIA Tél. 663972

29 August, 1989

Bro. George David
148-4 Bakery Road
Mhow, M.P. 4533 641

Dear Sro. George David,

Greetings inJesus. Since Manila | have wanted to get in touch with you. |
was disiressed that you were not at Lausanne (|, Your contribution was
needad. Wilcox Travel bungied the arrangements for many. Is that what
kept you away? | have your paper, sent in advance to me, and had brought
Staffner’s book. | will bring that to Carmelaram if you wish. Or you can
obtain a copy from Asia Trading Corporation, Brigade Road, Bangaiore, or
the publisher: Gujarat Sahitya Prakash, Anand - 386 001 (1988; Rs.35.). |
recormmend it highly. Later on we are planning a study course here in
Madras to be built around this book. All of this is to say, we 100k forward
to seeing you at Carmelaram as planned and arranged. Please pray for the
enrciment of & good number from the region.

But ! write with a Turther request. We are pianning future issues of the
INDiIA CHURCH GROWTH QUARTERLY around various themes. 0One such
should be devoted to Hindu Culture and Christian Faith (Evangelization in
the Hindu Context). My request is this: would you kindly consent to serve
as Guest Editor for this particular issue of ICGOY COGEC would of course
provide the usugl backup, but you would have freedom to select material,
write if you so choose, etc. You may already have manuscripts of your own
or other collected articies. 11 might be possible to create new material.
Here are a few ideas:

*assignments/papers by Carmelaram students

*a symposium by Lutheran, R.C., Evangelical scholars
*review article based on Wingate's "Secret Christian of Sivakasi”

(Religion & Society, March 1986)

*some cuse "fr'dvef"

*article/lecture il IR R
And we are trying (o run o serfisg 4 S 6
be nice to have an appropriate
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LOoKing ahead, CGRC is hoping to have an important Planning Conference
gariy in January. we will let you know the date, but | hope you will plan to
be with us (probably sometime during 4-9 January, back-to-back with a
special constitutional revision meeting of the CGAI).

warm regards. Greetings to Jane.

Lordially yours in Christ,

Roger £. Hedlund
CC: Key. Yasanihara)

reh
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i KOLHAPUR CHURCH COUNCIL s B S

Executive Secretary OF Kolhapur-416 003.
@ Phone : 24738 UNITED CHURCH OF NORTHERN INDIA Maharashtra,

Director,
McGavran Institute,
C/o. Church Growth Research Centre,

MADRAS - 8,

Dear Sir,
Breetings to you in the loving name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

Please let us know dates and place of your next training
Programme at Sat Tal Ashram, U.P. or any other place, we
wish to send some young people for this training.

Yours tru , ' '
@@ a
(FJV- ptB* Kam'le

. B ) s G.Thl

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION CUEIVE Set‘l’efﬂr)"
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THE McGAVRAI INSTITUTE

13/2, ARAVAMUTHAN GARDEN STREET; EGMORE, MADRAS 600 008

POSTBAG 512; TEL. 66 39 72
Tami! Nadu Regist. NO. 24671978 CGA

DR. ROGER E. HEDLUND, CODRDINATOR & LECTURER

CARMELARAM, OCTOBER 16-26, 1989

INDIAN RELIGIONS
ORO. GEORGE DAVID, GUEST LECTURER

SUPPLEMENTARY LECTURES ON THEOLOGY OF MISSION
DR. R. E. HEDLUND

SUGGESTED TOPICS:

I. THEOLOGY AND THE TASK OF MISSION

2. DEFINING THE MISSION

3. DESCRIBING THE MISSION

4. DOING THE MISSION

9. MISSION AND THE KINGDOM

6. MISSION AND THE CHURCH

7. MISSION AND RELIGIOUS PLURALISM

8. MISSION AND THE RELIGIOUS CONTEXT: JUDGEMENT OR GRACE?

- - - , Z .
11. SOCIAL ACTION AND CHURCHGRUWTH
NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRICHT PERMISSION
OF ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY



INDIAN RELIGIONS

(Communicating the relevance of Christ in the Indian context)

A 12 day Training Programme at Claret Nivas, Carmalaram, Bangalore.
16th to 28th October 1989

OBJECTIVES

® To understand the importance of effective communication in evangelisation.

® To motivate Christians towards effective evangelisation and to help accelerate
Church Growth.,

PARTICIPANTS

Leaders in the church and Christian organisations, pastors, Christian workers, and
missionaries. (Those who have attended our previous training programmes may
attend this Seminar.)

COURSE LEADERS

GEORGE DAVID

(Mr. George David is a Christian Apologist and Theologian.
He can rightly called an expert in Christian Communication,
considering the pioneering work done by him in this field.
George David and his wife serve the Lord at Mhow, M. P.)

ROGER HEDLUND

(Dr. Roger Hedlund is an authority on Church Growth and
has spent several years studying the progress of the Indian
Church. Dr. Hedlund is also a noted author, and resource person
at various conferences and has taught at Fuller Theological
Seminary at the US and at the Union Biblical Seminary in India.)

PARTICIPATION FEE

Registration fee e 8. 28]-
Food & Accomodation ... Rs. 150/-

Registration : Kindly send your bio-data covering aspects like your education, nature of work,
total years of experience along with the name and address of a Christian leader well known
to you. Send the registration fee along with bio-data.

The last. date to receive vour application is the 6th of Sentembher 1989.

AFPLY 10
McG: \te,
C/o C Research Centre,

Egmore, \é& a3 008
Phone 1! D s

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION

VIONMARCH PRINTOGRAPHIC, Madras-30, Phone : 616424
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INDIAN RELIGIONS

(Communicating the relevance of Christ in the Indian contextu)
A 12 day Training FProgramme at Claret nNivas, varmalaram,
Bangalore.

l16th to 28th October 19oY

OBJECTIVES

* To understand the importance oI errective communication in
evangelisation.

¥ To motivate christians towards errective evangelisation and to
help accelerate Church Growth.

PARTICIPANTS

Leaders 1in the church and christian organisations, pastors,
christain workers, and missionaries. (1Those who have attenoea our
previous trailning programmes may attend this bdéeminar. )

COURSE LEADERS
GEORGE DAVID

(Mr. George David is a Christian Apologist and Theologian. He can
rightly called an expert in Christian Communication, considering
the pioneering work done by him 1n Thilis Ileld. George pavid ana
his wife serve the Lora at ptihou, M.r.)

ROGER HEDLUND

(Dr. Roger Hedlund is an authority on Church Growth and has spent
several years studying the progress oI the ILndian Charch.
Dr.Hedlund is also a noted author,and resource person at various
conferences and has taught at Fuller Theological HSeminary at the
US and at the Union Theoliogical beminary in India. )

PARTICIPATION FEE

Registration; Kindly send your bio-data covering aspects like
your education, nature oI work, total years oI experience
alongwith the name and address oI a christian leader well known
to you.

The last date to receive your appllcatlon 1s the bpth ol September
1989.

APPLY TO

McGavaran Institute, /4 oLO0GT,
Church Growth Research Cenfae:"
Post Bag 512, Egmore, { '
MADRAS - 6090 90t .

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION
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x%tl?ﬂgo ahead
Ith shila puja
|gﬂl}:'ﬂm

v‘Nﬂr Ddlll, Oct. 18

ishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) is
Teported to have decided to go
ahead with its plan of shila puja for

VHP firm on Ayodhya march

Express News Service

- New Delhi, Oct. 19: The Vishwa
Hindu Parishad (VHP) declared on
Thursday that it would “not budge
an inch” from its programme to lay
the foundation stone of the Ram
Janmabhoomi temple at Ayodhya.

A battery of VHP leaders de-
fended their decision to continue
the shila programme, at a heated
Press conference here. The Parishad
leaders present included Mahant
who heads the Muktisamiti, the
Parishad patron Vishnu Hari Dal-
mia,. Swami  Chinmayanand,
Parishad secretary-general Ashok
Singhal, the Delhi chief B. L. Shar-
ma ‘Prem,” Mr. Dau Dayal Khanna
and BJP leader Mrs. Vijayaraje
Scindia.

The Press conference often be-
came a forum for heated arguments
and proceeded with several noisy
interruptions.

“The Government has allowed
shila pujan” said Mr. Singhal. ‘It
has allowed the transportation of

the bricks. Now of course, we will
go to Ayodhya with the bricks,” he
said.

Mr. Singhal said shila pujan had
taken place at 2.5 lakh places. “Tell
us one occasion where we have
created trouble. If someone else has
done it, we are not responsible.”
The Government had asked the|
Parishad-not to carry out the pooja
at sensitive places. “No district
administration has said that we have
violated that agreement. We have
agreed with the administration on
the routes of the convoys.” Now, he
said the administration was identify-
ing a place in Ayodhya where the
bricks would be stored and the
Parishad would accept the site the
Government suggested.

Mr. Singhal said: “If we are com-
mitting an offence or breach of law,
let the Government arrest us. If it is
lawful, it is the duty of the adminis-
tration to stop the others.”

Swami Chinmayanand said: “We
are ready to deal with those who

oppose us. We have made arrange-
ments for that.” He further said:
“No one has the right to interfere
with us. If the Government cannot
stop them, we will give a reply. We

will do satyagraha, we will sit there.

They will have to go over our
heads.”

A note circulated on behalf of the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Mukti Ya-
jna Samiti said “Any attempt to
bring a bad name to Ram shila
pujan movement is nothing but a
politically motivated and biased
propaganda. Any attempt to prop-
ose suspension of Shri Ram shila
pujan programme will be against the
wishes of crorers of people who are

known for their restraint and de-

dication.”

The committee reiterated its de-
termination to complete the prog-
ramme of laying the foundation
stone on Nov. 9. There was no
scope for altering the programme
now, the parishad said.

the temple in Ayodhya.
A marathon meeting of senior

leaders of the VHP was held here
today where most of the representa-
lives opposed the move to abandon |
the plan for the foundation Iayirig
:Jl;tltl:d for Nov. 9, VHP sources told
The VHP functionaries said th
meeting would continue and ther:
:lt:ulr:phc further discussions with
resentatives of Ram Jan
Bhoomi Mukti Samiti. who are ;n:

pected to take part in th ' a
S Ao P € delibera-

- The VHP leaders are expected to
:;ﬂkcdthc final announcement in this
rd tomorrow at th -

4 il € press con
_In a statement here, the VHP
as “a deliberate attempt

to misguide the Muslim masses and

¢arn cheap popularity”
ong, Kamalapati Tri-
thi’s reported statement that the
arishad planned to demolish the

building claimed to be the Babri

Masiid.

e a G -

An appeal to Vishwa Hindu Parishad

IAM not sure that this appeal will not fall on
- Mdeaf ears. | am not sure that you will not hate
me for this. Yet as an Indian citizen and sharing
with you the pride of being a Hindu, I must speak
what my conscience impels me to say.

- We extol Rama as a great national hero and the
incarnation of god for he overcame evil and
destroyed its then worldly symbol, Ravana. You
want to build a temple to his memory because you
wish to strengthen the spiritual and moral forces
that he represented in his person and use them to
instal what Gandhiji called Ramrajya. But I
wonder if you have seriously pondered the con-
sequences of your intended adventure that is
assuming concrete shape every day and will
produce an explosion on the ninth of the next
month. In all humility, I suggest that you have
not.

I fully respect your sentiments. Men do not live

by cold reason alone. Emotions are a vital part of
the human psyche. I do not for a moment dg¢ /'
the honesty and intensity of your belief that
site on which you want to build a magnifi
temple is the ‘fc)recise place where the great av
was born. I do not for a moment question
desire to undo a historic wrong perpetrated
mighty king on his defenceless subjects. I do
even disapprove of your attempt to bring c«
_ sion and unity to the Hindu community wi
- throughout its history has been buffeted by
kinds of bullies and hopelessly divided by sel
pursuits and ambitions. |

But then there is the oth¢ ) side of the pict:

.-\._. E i - i_ -.'il' = = a ™ &=

By Ram Jethmalani

A multi-headed Ravana rules the country. The
present incarnation is infinitely worse than the
one Rama vanquished and destroyed. He has
poisoned the Gangotri of our body politic with the
vilest corruption and not one river, rivulet or lake
is immune from its share of the poison. Every
institution of our democracy has been destroyed
or denigrated. Social cohesion is all but gone and
the whole country has become a dangerous
volcano rea? to erupt at any moment. Dg you
want ot build a temple to Rama only to tu-
ate the reign of Ravana?

As a Hindu I want my Rama to be loved and
revered by all, even those who are not Hindus. I
want the building of a temple to my lord to be a
harbinger of joy and solace to the suffering nation
and all its components. I want every Muslim,
Christian, Sikh, member of the oppressed classes,

to bring a brick of love and reverence and help

bring up the edifice of the temnle. That will he

NOT'FOBEUSED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT 'PERMISSION
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seen through the game dnd other Opposition
elements either not at all or certainly not so
clearly. These differing perceptions, Ravana
hopes, will fragment Opposition unity. That is the
only one chance he has of remaining in power, |
am distressed that your high-minded project is
gzmg to perpetuate an evil regime which it should

the patriotic duty of every Indian to demolish.

The temple may be built but not until mis-
understanding and fear, however irrational or

unjustified, have been removed from the minds

and hearts of our fellow citizens.

The Muslims must be convinced that the major
premises of the Hindu syllogism are right, Tﬁ‘cy
must be made to believe that the site on which the
mosque was erected by Babar was the hallowed
site of Rama’s birth or at any rate the Hindus
fervently and honestly so believe. These facts
must be ascertained by neutral and impartial
friends. Courts of law are not equipped to resolve
this dispute. It cannot be resolved by the law of

ce or the existing judicial mechanism. The
» has remained unresolved for decades. A
nths more will make no difference to Lord
or the Hindu religion. The esserice of the
5: Love your neighbour and seek god in any
r commended by your reason and conscien-
¢ rest is all fortuitous and disposable, at

delayable”.
i¢ name of Hindu religion and the integri
rity of the country’s democratic pmoess.w

tly al to you to desist from your
. um;e orces of reason and peazeful
d enough time to operate.

lion_ have
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One God many manifestations

Prakash was walking out of the college gate
when Satish caught up with him.

“Listen Prakash, last night I had a long and
interesting conversation with my elder brother
Ramesh, We kept on talking late until it was
nearly 12 o’ clock.”

“What were you talking about Satish?™

“We were talking mainly about the relation
between the teachings of Vedanta and the Bible.”

“Were you able to come to any conclusion?”

“We finally came to the conclusion that there
1S only one God and that there are many mani-
festations of that one God. People of different
religions call that one God by different names.
Some people approach God through one mani-
festation like Ram or Krishna and others like
Buddha or Christ. But after all we are all seek-

ing through various ways to approach the one
God.”

“That sounds very convincing, Satish, Come

quietly took their seats and ordered two
i of tea.

his statement of yours. You see, the Bible also

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION
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teaches that there is only one God. But I am
not sure that what the Bible teaches about God
and what Vedanta and other schools of Hindu-
ism teach about God 1s the same.”

“Prakash, tell me, does it really matter if there
are some slight variations in the teaching about
God in these two religions?”

Prakash was silent for a while.

“Yes, Satish. I think it matters a lot. Because
it is one thing to know God as he really is. And
it is quite another to invent ideas about God by
our own intelligence. The one is Go. who 1S our
Creator, and the other is a god who is really
only a creation of our own minds, So the one
God you may be refering to could be either the
Creator of your mind or the creation of your
mind. And the difference between the two 1S
very great.”

It was Satish’s turn to be quiet. He was lost
in thought for a while. As the waiter brought
the tea and placed it on the small table before
them he was startled.

“I see that this is a very real possibility,
Prakash. But is there any way (o be sure that
the one God of whom we are thinking of 15 reaily

our Creator and not merely the creation of ¢ <

minds?”™

Prakash sipped his tea,

Tl}e_ only way to sort out this problem is by
placing our thoughts about God side by side.
When we see a false coin and want to make

sure that it is really false the best way 1S to
compare 1t with a genuine one.”

“Yes, that's right, but how c:
the problems?” : ut how can [ help to solve

"l want you to tell me what you think of the
one God you are talking about.”

“I generally think of the one God as Para.
matma or Brahman. But occasionally when 1

am facing an acute problem I also think of God
as Bhagwan or Ishwar.”

“Will you first tell me what is in your mind
when you think of God as Paramatma?"

_‘“Paranlatma Is the supreme power, the only
thl_ng that is real in the universe. The very
universe is a manifestation of Paramatma. All
living creatures are a manifestation of Paramatma
In other words all ‘jiv: or life, is a part of
Paramatma, Human beings are perhaps nearer

0 Paramatma than other living creatures. We
are all part of the Divine.”

f the universe?”

2t Yes, of course, Paramatma is the Creator,
gy first cause of the universe.”

> "How did Paramatma create the universe?”

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION
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“That means that you are thinking of God ae in the Hindu scriptures, we have linked with it
Saguna (with attributes) as against the Vedanta the teaching of Karma, Karma is the supreme

teaching that Paramatma or Brahman is Nirguna law ol the universe, It holds every living crea-
(without qualities or attributes).” ture under it’s firm grip. NP Ofi¢ can cscapc
this law, All that we experience in this life

whether of good fortune or misfortune is the
result of our deeds in some previous birth or
births. And the deeds that we are doing in this
life we will reap in some future life or lives.
This law of Karma also determines into which

“That is right Satish, if you think of God as
nirguna you reduce God to an abstract power,
without even those lofty qualities that are found
in a creature like man—the qualities of love,
mercy and goodness. In so doing, you make God

even less than His creatures. Don’t you think caste a person 1s born.”
that such a concept of God is more likely to be p _ |
the creation of the human mind, rather than 1U’s For those who follow this system, is there any

hope or promise for receiving pardon for sins or

Creator?”
mercy from Paramatma?”

“But Prakash, there are good and bad quali-

ties in persons.” “As you said, Prakash, since Paramatma is
| Nirguna and since Karma is the supreme law of
“Yes, human beings as they are today, have the unmiverse, there is no provision of mercy or
good and bad qualities.  But when God created pardon from Paramatma. The law of Karma
us, He created us good and holy. That is why cannot be relaxed, What a man sows he must
the Bible says that God created man 1s His own reap in some future lives and what he is reaping
image, That does not mean that man is essentially today is what he has sown in his past lives.”
Divine, It simply means that God created human
Eile[;gtzrwnh the CapaClty to know and love their “That means Sa[l.Sh, that if. God is rcally jUSt
: », @ power then we have to resign ourselves to be

ruled by the blind heartless law of Karma. In
our own lives we know that even a human father
s not as heartless to his own son as Paramatma
.15 said 1o be with creatures ruled by Karma,
™ N\ a son falls into some bad habit like drinking,

Neatht human father does not treat him on the basis
Al strict Karma, Normally a father is loving and

T ey

s merciful even to a bad and disobedient son. He

“The Bible teaches that God 1s a supreme
person, Therefore He 1s kind, loving, merciful
and good. If we think of God only as a great_
power, a power may have laws or rules by whizge
it works. But mere power 1s incapable of exep
ing love or mercy.”

6 NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION 7
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“We cannot know that for cerfain. But the
Upanishads and the pandits who interpret them
sav that the universe has come forth or emanated
from Brahman like the web comes from the
spider that weaves it, The material that lt'w
spider uses to weaves 11s web is really an integral
part of the spider.”

“Then the Creator and the creature are really
one.”

“Of course they are one.”

“In that case the Creator has become the
creation.”

“It sounds funny the way you put it, Prakash,
but | cannot deny 1t.”

“If the Creator has become_the creation, then
the creation and creatures in it can become the

Creator.”

“1 wouldn’t put it in those words, Prakash.

But the final goal of Moksha 1s to realise that
we or the ‘atma’ in us is really Brahman or

Paramatma and thus be absorbed in the Infinite.”

“Did you know Satish, that according to the

teaching of the Bible, for any human being who
is but a creature, to say, ‘I am God’ is the grega

est sin imaginable?”

Satish looked puzzled.

“Why, what 1s so sinful about such a claim?”

“According to the teaching of the Bible God
created the universe by His authoritative, crea-
tive command, The universe as taught in the
Bible is not an emanation of God It is not
like the web that a spider weaves. It is not a part
of God, Neither i1s man or any part of man aparl
of God. Man, his body, soul and spirit are the
creation of God. Thus there is a clear difference
between God and man. God is Creator and man
1s creature. Nothing can bridge this gap.”

Satish gulped the last sip of tea,

“And can nothing equate the concept of the
Creator-God that you are talking about, with
Paramatma as taught in the Hindu scriptures?”

“No, to my mund there 1s an unbridgeable gap
between what the Bible teaches about God and
what 1s inherent in the idea of Paramatma. But
there is one more important matter, When you
think of God as Paramatma, can you say that
Paramatma 1s a person?”

“Of course not, Prakash. Don’t vou think

that you are limiting God when you say that God
1S a person?”

“Not at all. The Bible reveals that God 1s a

\supreme person, The reason why you think that
e idea of person is limited is because when you
IMf)ink of person you are only thinking of human
gpings or created persons, But the one who

gagreated human beings or persons could surely

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION e
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“That means that you are thinking of God as
Saguna (with attributes) as against the Vedanta
teaching that Paramatma or Brahman 1s Nirgung
(without qualities or attributes).”

“That is right Satish, if you think of God as
nirguna you reduce God to an abstract power,
without even those lofty qualities that are found
in a creature like man—the qualities of love,

mercy and goodness. In so doing, you make God

in the Hindu SCriptures, we ! ith 1
the teaching o'f Karma, Karl;na;cislﬁzdsgg:gml;
law of the universe, It holds every living crea
ture under it’s firm grip. No one can gcsca :
this law, All that we experience in this IiIt}"‘3
whether of good fortune or misfortune is thg
result of our deeds in some previous birth or
births. And the deeds that we are doing in this
ife we will reap in some future life or lives,

This law of Karma also d : : ;
elermines into wh

even less than His creatures. Don’t you think
that such a concept of God is more likely to be
the creation of the human mind, rather than i1t’s

Creator?”

“For those who follow this System, 1s there any

hope or promise for receivi ~
€lving pardon for si
mercy from Paramatma?” . ety

~ “But Prakash, there are good and bad quali-
ties in persons. N'“As youdsaid, Prakash, since Paramatma is
N . , irguna and since Karma is the supre

Yes, human beings as they are today, have the universe, there is no provisionpofm;elraw of
good and bad qualities. But when God created pardon from Paramatma. The law  of Kcy or
us, He created us good and holy. That is why cannot be relaxed. What a R ';;ws b ?nnl?s‘:
the Bible says that God created man 18 His own reap in some future lives and what he is reapin
image, That does not mean that man 1s essentially today is what he has sown in his past lives." =
Divine, It simply means that God created human P €s.

beings with the capacity to know and love their ct :
Crcagtor. pPacayy That means Satish, that if God is really just
‘ a power then we have to resign ourselves to be
“The Bible teaches that God is a supreme ruled by the blind heartless law of Karma, In
person. Therefore He is kind, loving, merciful our own lives we know that even a human father
's not as heartless to his own son as Paramatma
s said 1o be with creatures ruled by Karma
o\ | @ son falls into some bad habit like drinking,
=4 human father does not treat him on the basis
sl strict Karma, Normally a father is loving and
a/merciful even to a bad and disobedient son. He
may scold him or correct him. But he is also

power, a power may have laws or rules by whiZgs$

it works. But mere power 1s incapable of exerf#
ing love or mercy.”

6 NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION 7
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patient and forgiving and suffers all the sorrow
and pain that his son causes, with the earnest
desire of winning him back to a good life.’

“Can God deal with us with less love, mercy
and patience? If God 1s not merciful to us
then He is not a person, But if He i1s merciful
then He 1s a person. So you see, Satish, although
you say that God is one, thus implying that
while some may call God Paramatma and others
call him Creator and Father, they are thinking
of One God. this is not true. The Brahman and
Paramatma of the Upanishads and God our
Creator and Father as He has revealed Himself
in the Bible are really not the same.”

“Wait a minute Prakash, Don't be so hasty
in drawing your conclusion, The Nirguna concept
of God 1s not the only concept of God in Hin-
duism. There were times when 1 too have felt
that the Nirguna concept of God did not satisfy
the innermost needs of my life, It does give
an mtellectual satisfaction but fails to give any
comfort when we are faced with grief, sorrow,
defeat or the temptations we face in daily life.”

“The personal manifestations of God, known
as Bhagwan or Ishwar, are Brahma, Vishnu and
Shiva and there is Shakti which represents the
feminine aspect of diety, also known as Devi.
The Vishnavites also admit of the possibility L’

Bhagwan becoming incarnate and coming n/&;

the world of men as an avatar., Bhagw(
Krishna states in the Bhagwat-gita, chapter fog
and verses seven and eight: — "

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION

“Arjuna, whenever there is decline of righte.
ousness, and unrighteousness is on the ascen-
dant. then [ body myself forth, For the
protection of the virtuous, for the destruction
of evil-doers, and for establishing Dharma on
4 firm footing, I am born from age to age.

“So you see even if the Nirguna concept of
God is unsatisfactory there are millions in India
who accept the Saguna concept of God and
worship him as Ishwar, Bhagwan or person, Of
course they worship the one God in dilferent
manifestations and by addressing him by different
names, But what does that matter. It s the
one and only God that they all worship.”

“How can you be sure Satish, that each one
of the different manifestations or avatars afc
really a manifestation of the one true Creator.-

God and Father?”

“Well, 1 cannot think of any test to make sure
that each of these manifestations are a manifesta-
tion of God. Can you suggest some means of

making sure?”

“In order that we may not be deceived by any
false manifestation, it is necessary to know some-
‘thine of Satan and his ways. Satish, did you
ver notice the fact that in none of the Hindu
scriptures is there any mention of Satan?”

Chere is no mention of any one like S:—.n:,t?r:l,
bt there is mention of Rakshasas like Ravan.

“Yes. but the Hindu Scriptures do not mention

9
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any organised force of evil like Satan who stands
in direct opposition and rebellion against God.
Neither does holiness and purity of conduct have
a place in the character of the gods mentioned.”

“That, Prakash, is because, the gods are said
to be above the moral laws.”

Cd

“Ihe Bible reveals God as the Holy one.
Holiness and purity is an essential part of His
character and being, It further reveals that one of
the leaders of the spiritual beings known as angels
whom God created, was lifted up with pride. As
a result he was banished from the presence and
service of God. When he Satan, was banished.
those under his leadership also followed him.
They are known as demons or evil Spirits.”

~ "datan and his company are constantly schem-
iIng agamnst God. When God made the first man
and woman, Satan tempted them to disobey God
with the result that human beings too have come

under Satan’s influence and are now pla ued b
the terrible disease of sin ” = g

“The one desire in the heart of Satan and his
company 18 to take the place of God Because
of this desire they are constantly seeking to
parade their power and draw men into offerine
them the worship and service that is due to the

Creator alone. The Bible reveils that Satan and

his follgwers are engaged in showing themselyfs
as manifestations of God and are thus deceivifes
and enslaving men.” "

distinguish between a manifestation of Satan as
God and a true manifestation of God?”

“"Most people are convinced by any manifesta-
tion of power. Satan does exercise a lot of power
and can even work miracles, A manifestation of
Satan as God is usually centred in the worship
of some visible object before which the worship-
per bows and pays homage. In the Bible we are
taught that God is spirit and His true worship-
pers must worship Him in Spirit and in truth.
Worship before some visible object amounts to
giving to God’s creation the worship that is due
to the Creator alone.™

“Besides, a manifestation of Satan as God can
do harm but not good. The worship of many
gods and 1dols by people is compellec not by
love but out of fear that the devta or dev: may

bring some evil upon them if they do not offer
service or worship.”

“Some of these devis or devtas may sometimes
exercise their power to obtain some temporal
tavour for their worshippers, like healing some
disease, But they are totally powerless to obtain
for men the supreme blessing of salvation, of
nardon for sins and reconciliation with God.
These lesser powers are only interested in taking
the place of God in the lives of those who are
deceived into  worshipping them. Their one

NL desire is to keep men from obtaining pardon for
élsins and reconciliation with God our Creator.”

“Prakash, that sounds very terrible, T was
not even aware that Satan 1s such a teacherous

10 NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION 1 1
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enemy and that he is busy deceiving men and “Tell me Satish, are you convinced that the

keeping them from knowing God the Creator. real problem in human life is maya-jal, samsara
Now [ am all the more eager to know some | and 1gnorance of our supposed identity with
sure means of recognising the difference bet- Paramatma?”

ween a false and a true manifestation of God.”

“I cannot give you an immediate answer to
know of is this A genuine doctor has two basic that Prakash. I am not sure, t_hat 1S the_ root
qualifications. He 1s able to rightly diagnose problem and disease in human lives The disease
the disease his patient is suffering from. He is t. must be some thing more serious than that

= | Will you please tell me what diagnosis the Lord

able to prescribe the right remedy. A false . . L : £
doctor or a deceiver is unable to diagnose the Jesus gives regarding the spiritual disease”

disease and he has no remedy or cure Apply
this to those who claim to be the manifestations
of the one true God. If they fail to give the
right diagnosis of the root disease end problem
of human life. they are false. Besides they will
have no remedy for the real disease and prob-
lem in our lives, They usually deny that sin and
rebellion against God our Creator is the real
problem in our lives. They will give a wrong
diagonsis and will even encourage us to believe

that we are ourselves God. In fact, they will
strive 1o keep their worshipper ignorant of their “The Lord Jesus Christ has said, ‘I have come
real spiritual disease.” to seek and save the lost, [ have come to call
.. inners to repentance, have come to giv

“As far as T know, Prakash, the only diagnosis ?ife a m?somp";or many.I' T%c Lrg:d ?cfﬁscw"ﬂg
of the disease and problem in human lives given s Himself sinless and holy, the Nishkalank-
by the avatars, devtas, and devis of Hinduism avatar. chose to suffer the penalty for our sins
ls that we men are caught in ‘Maya-Jal’ and are . when he died that cruel death of the cross. It is
!hcrcforc under the control of Karma and punar- £ Necause God loves us like a father, that He,
jJama Or samsara, They say that we need 17 7 o N N\rough the Lord Jesus Christ has offered one
escape from "agyana’ or ignorance of our esserffpffe (Y @0 and perfect sacrifice by which all who turn
tial identity Wi!h God. The ways of escape TR li S#hm their sins can be pardoned, Because the
Moksha are salc_l to bi by Gyan-marg, Karma\4¥m Jesus has suffered the penalty for your sins
marg and Bhakti-marg.” | ou can receive pardon for sins and be reconciled

“The best test of a manifestation of God 1

i - .,_F ——— e -

| “The Lord Jesus Christ taught that the root
spiritual disease that has affected human beings
is the disease of sin or rebellion against God.
Because of sin we have lost the deep sweet
fellowship with God our Creator and Father, for
which we were made. For those who are will-
ng to humbly confess their sins and plead for
God’s mercy and pardon, the Lord Jesus Christ
Himself provides the cure for this disease.

" ——-

T
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with God. The Lord Jesus said, ‘The thief comeg
only to steal and kill and destroy; I am come
that they may have life and have it abundantly,
] am the Good Shepherd, The Good Shepherd
lays down his life for the sheep. Those who are
well have no need of a doctor, but those who
are sick, I am come ‘not to call the righteous
but sinners to repentance.” The Bible teaches
that Christ is the only incarnation of God. This
is further confirmed by the fact that no one else
of the gods and incarnations that men have
chosen to worship have either rightly diagnosed
our spiritual disease nor offered the cure for that
disease.”

“You mean to say, Prakash, that it is wrong to
say there are several manifestations of God. And
that Jesus Christ is the only true incarnation
and Saviour from sin?”

“Well Satish, if there 1s another, T have not
yet heard of him. None of the gods and incar-
nations that 1 have heard of has diagnosed the
root human disease as sin, disobedience and
rebellion against God. And none of them have
done anything to obtain for men pardon for
sins and reconciliation with God. Have you
heard of any such person, Satish?”

“Not yet, Prakash,” Satish said, as they got
up to leave. “But 1 would be interested to read
and study the Bible more closely. 1 would be
mterested to know how Jesus Christ has obtained
for us pardon for sins and how He reconciles us
to God.”

14
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OTHER HELPFUL BOOKLETS
WORTH READING :

Are all religions the same?
G. D. Yesudas Re. 0.50

A discussion with an intelligent young Hindu
inquirer on an important topic.

The true way of salvation
M. Vamanan Re. 0.20

The setting forth of that salvation from the
Scriptures

Why I am a Christian
M. Vamanan Re. 0.20

The story of a thoughtful Hindu young man
who found salvation.

How I got jovy unspeakable and full of glory
Bakht Singh Re. 0.40

The thrilling story of a bigotted Sikh who tore
up a Bible and ten years later met the Author
and begame the most ardent lover of both.

Available from:
GOSPEL LITERATURE SERVICE
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CHURCH GROWTH RESEARCH CENTRE

Post Bag 512, 13/2, Aravamuthan Garden Street, Egmore, Madras-600 008 INDIA Tel. 663972

DR. ROGER E. HEDLUND

Book review (draft)

Paul F. Knitter, NO OTHER NAME? ' RYEY OF CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES
OWARD THE WORLD § IONS. Urbis 1985 288 pp.

Reviewed by Roger E. Hedlund, D. Miss., Coordinator & Lecturer at the Mchavran institute,
Church Growth Research Centre, Madras, India. Adjunct faculty at Western Conservative
Baptist Seminary, Portland, Oregon, USA.

The issue in this provocative book is the fact of religious pluralism faced in the present
day as a new reality for many in the West as they now meet Hindus, Musiims, Buddhists face 1o
face in the cities of the West. The author's treatment of his subject 15 conditioned by s
presuppositions which include his belief that 1) everything is in process, evolutionary,

"becoming” { process ergb and 2) everything is rel

IL AT QT T 10 QUOL t A~
fiscover our own identity only in and with others e author's motivation is the urgency e

yuitld 8 new woild ofde 1.11<:-__-.14;I'!..11 The major
stumbling bleck is chri:tiu belief in the uniqueness of l:hri:t (p.17); hence the
necessity of a new theology of world religions.

The book summarizes the attitudes of Troeltsch, Toynbee and Jung, then desciibes the
Conservative Evangelical, Mainline Protestant, and Roman Cetholic models. After showing the
limitations of these positions, Knitter moves on to his own model which i3 built upon hick and
the “muth of God-Incarnate”™ in which Knitter cuta himself free from a Christ-centered or
Christianity-centered approach. Here Knitter's true assumptions become apparent: everything

must be dropped which might impede open dialogue {p.145). Here i3 no room for Christian

exclusiveness: Christians dare not make Jesus normative for others (p. 1527, "Christ™ 15 the
reality behind all names such as Rama, Krishna, etc., according to Panikkar {p.156) who
rejects historical expressions of Christianity, Knitter agrees with Penikkar and with Samartha
who holds that all revelations are relative and who warns against “Christomonism” (p.157).
Ecumenical dialogue concedes that Jesus is not Messiah {p.159). The test of truth 1s in 30cial
justice, not in theological absolutes. Thus we are in the midst of a shift from Christocenirism to
theocentrism (p.166) which, states Knitter, has the greatest promise for interreligious
dialogue and further evolution of the meaning of Jesus

Knitter wants a theocentric Christology which is not bound by Authority, dogmas , revelation,
or tradition. Knitter does not favour Christian wmrﬂon. For Knitter views the missionary
task as freeing the Church Trom ifs “Latincaplivity™ (not at a1 a bad idea in itself). Knitter
apparently is not bothm Pd bu anu mmnvement wor da of Jesus -.mngmm world mngalizaﬁon a3
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the religion of the maszes where oppression and superstition reign and where the conception of
the world 1s animistic. Nor is the impersonal Ultimate Reality of Panikkar, Hick and Knitter
very convincing fo "spirttistic” humanity. Knitter's materialistic world, vhich has no place
for miracles such as the raurrection, i3 not the world of the masses of Asla Africa and Latin
America, nor of Soviet Russia or url:nnimd America where simple faith in a miraculous
Saviour continues to Tive and grow.

How 15 Jesus unique? Not in any traditional sense. For “what happened in Jesus of Nazareth
represents the fulfiliment of what we are as human beings” (p.187). Jesus thus represents
“the highest peaaibility of man's being” {p.188). The Logos is continually in process of
incarpation throughout history (p.189). Jesus was merely human but achieved divinity.
Knitter's process theology results in process Christoiogy. The resurrection then is rooted not
in miraculous event but in the faith experience of the disciples and 15 not to be taken literaliy.

The cutcome of Kmitter 's new Christolegy and new model of truth s a revamping of the
Church's mission fiom evangelization to dialogue. "All peoples should know of Buddhs, af
Muhammad, of Krishna. This, too, 15 part of the goal and inspiration for missionary work”™
(p.222). The gosl of “conversion” is to make the Christian a better Christian and the Buddhist a
better Buddhiat (p.222).

What do you think of that?
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