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Baptist. I am sorry, as your friend, that
you have not been “buried with Chnst by
baptism.” -

Lriend. ] hope that I have been. .

B. 1 did not know that you had been
buried with Christ in the liquid grave.

F. There is no “liquid grave” in my
Bible. Your quota,tlon, “ buried with Christ
by baptism,” is as improper and as decep-
tive as to quote © There is no God ” to prove
that the Blble teaches Atheism, ieavmcr out



BAPTISM.

“The fool hath said wn his heart” You
leave out “by baptism wnfo HIS DEATH,”
the very words which explain this baptism.
What proof have you that there is a liquid
orave in ritual baptisin 2

B. In Rom. vi, 3, 4, and Col. ii, 12.

£, Col. 11, 12, 1s a briefer statement of
Rom. vi, 3, 4. Have you any other Bible
proof ¢ B

B. None.

F. Is there nothing said of a liquid grave
“when baptism was instituted ? Nothing in
all John’s ministry? Nothing in M‘mtthew
or Mark, or Luke, or John? Nothing in
the Acts of the Apoqtles the history of the
Church and its baptisms for the third of a
century ¢ Nothing in all the Bible but two
passages (the one a briefer form of the other)
by one writer ? Is this indeed so?

B. It seems strange. 1am afraid it is true.

F. Then we must make the most of this

two-one passage Does it announce the
No. 4. ' , . _ _
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“ Buried by Baptism.” 3

mstitution of baptism ? Is it an administra-
__tion of baptism? Is it a professed explana-
tion of ritual baptlsm? Does it mentmu
ritual baptiem? Is “liquid grave” or
“ water” found in the passage ?

B. No. Paul is not speaking of a rite,
but of the essential condition and character
of a Christian as related to Christ.

F. Then where is the ‘“liquid grave?”

B. We put it there, thus: we say, ¢ Bap-
tize ” means dip. There must be something
to dip into. But our system cannvt under-
stand or acoept WHAT PAUL SAYS (hristians
are baptized into, namely, into CHRIST'S
DEATH. So we substitute for it water, read-
ing, “Buried with him by a dipping mto
THE LIQUID GRAVE.”

F. You have as good a conscience in do- -
ing this, I doubt not, as the ¢ blind man that
leads a blind man until both fall into the
ditech.” But such treatment of the word
of God makes me tremable. Why is it, if

N04



BAPTISM.

no mention is made of “liquil grave” at
the institution of baptism, none in either
of the Gospels, none in the Acts of the
Avpostles, none in all the Bible for ¢ guar-
ter of a hundred yewrs AFTER the Institution
of baptism, why is 1t that you adopt a sys-
tem which makes ‘“a liquid grave” the
essence of Christian baptism ¢
, ROCK GRAVE.

5. Chlist was laid in a liguid grave,

F. Do you know it ?

B. I do not know that the Bible exactly
says s0; but our preachers do say so very
conﬁdently and very constantly.

F. My Bible has no additions or corrce-
tions by preachers. It contains all that God
has sald about baptism and the grave of his
dear Son. He says, Christ in his burial was
laid, not in water but in a ROCK. .

B. That is true. But we mix tArough
other Christ’s water baptism and rock bur-

ial, and slip in water instead of “rock,”
N@. +. . - '




“ Buried by Baptism.” 5

which suits our system better. You know
that the burial of Christ occupies a radical
place in his work of redemption, and so is
made the essence of this ordinance.
F. Where does the Bible say, ¢ Christ’s
burial is a radical element in his work of
redemption ¢”’ -
~ B. The Bible does not exactly say so;
but you know that the priests and Phallw
sees were anxious to “ make the grave sure ”
by “a stone,” and “seal,” and ¢ guards.”
L. 1 do know that. It is in my Bible.
It 1s, also, in my Bible that Christ’s being
laid in the grave, with stoue, and sea,l
and guard, and priest, and Pha,usee about
it, had no more essential relation to his
work of redemption than his being laid
in the manger, with angels and star above
1t, shepherds and wise men before 1t, gold,
frankincense, and myrrh around it.
B. Was not his burial necessary to his
resurrection ? '

No. 4.



BArrIsu.

F. Certainly not; martyrs who had no
burial but the maw of wild beasts, or no
winding-sheet but the winds which swept
their ashes from the charred stake, will have
a glorious resurrection. That ¢ glory beam-
ing star” penetrated the depths of humilia-
tion of the manger-cradle. Its beams il-
lumined the evidences of an incarnate Deity.
““The glory of the Father” raised up his
slain Son, making stone, and seal, and
gnard pay tribute-evidence to the Al-
mighty, “ who brought again from the dead
the Lord Jesus.” The manger and its sur-
roundings, the sepulcher and its surround-
ings, bear upon the evidences of redemp-
tion : they do not enter into the essential
work of redemption. Had the manger been
of beaten gold, or had no cradle (but the
enfolding arms of Mary) received the new
born babe, the work of redemptmn would
have been no more, no less. The body of

Jesus might never ha;ve been buried; it
No. 4. |




“ Burted by Baptism.”

might have been carried to the upper room
to testify to the words there spoken: ¢ This
13 my body broken for you; this is my
blood shed for you,” and remained there
till the third day, and the resurrection would
have been the same: the work of redemp-
tion would have been no more, no less ; but
the evidence of enemies would have been
wanting. The evidence of redemption 1s
one thing; the work of rodemption is an-
other thing. Your system empties the ne-
 tuatory ordinance of Christianity of the blood
of the LAMB, and fills it with the fiction of
“a liquid grave,” thus making a nonentity
in redemption to take.the place of the slain
LAMB oF OD. |

EARLY ERRORISTS.

B. Christians in early ages speak of bap-
tism as a burial.

F. They did do so When they embraced
the error that water had power to regen.




BarTisw.

erate the soul. Then they covered the body
in water to secure its full power. ¢ The
new man ”’ was taken out of the water, and
¢ the old man” was said to be left behind ai
the bottom of the water, * buried,” drowned
Jike Pharaoh in the Red Sea. Is this your
idea of “ burial in the liguid grave?” M ire;

that this power of the water might most
surely be secured, they divested aH Dersons
(male and female) of clothing, that the re-
oenerating water might reach the naked
flesh. This is not your error. India rub-
ber indignantly protests against the charge.
To make the liquid-grave burial better con-
form to that of the rock sepulcher, these
early errorists introduced three dippings
as expounding the three days and mgghts
Can you tell me how much more there is of
Bible or good sense in making one dipping
a burial, above three dlppmgs constituting
three days and nights?

B. You ma,ke out a hard easea _
No 4. ' o




“ Buried by Baptism.” 9

F. Let. me hope that you will give up
this hard case of dipping-burial of which
the Bible knows nothing, and take that true
type of Christ’s burial furnished by him-
self—*“as Jonah was three days and three
‘nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the Son
of man be three days and three nights*in
the heart of the earth.” Do not try to put
a burial of three days and nights into a
dipping because a baptism would DROWN.

BAPTISM INTO CHRIST.

B. Yon said just now that you hoped
you had been ¢ buried with Christ by bap-
tisin ;” what did you mean ¢

F. My hope is based on the character of
that baptism which Paul declares every
Christian does and must receive—baptism
*ento CHRIST ”"—* ¢nto BIS DEATH.” There
18 no such thing in the Bible as 2 baptism
1o WATER. There 1s no such thing as sal-

vation without baptism ‘“into Christ” by
_ No. &



i0 BAPTISM.

the Holy Ghost. When you quote, * buried
with him by baptism,” and omit “into his
death,” you omet the Gospel. You take down
the Cross of Christ and fill the hole wherein it
stood with water, ¢ going down into a liquid
orave,” to the rejection of the Lamb slain.
You do not mean it. Youn do not know it.
But you do +t. Hewho is thus (unwittingly)
rejected from his ordinance will, I am sure,
pray, ¢ Father, forgive them; they know
not what they do.” May his prayer be speed-
ily answered, and his true people baptize
hy symbol water (as the Holy Ghost bap-
tizes with divine energy) “enfo CHRIST—
ento HIS DEATH!” All baptized into Christ
are necessarily baptized ‘“into his death,”
because it is by his ¢ death ” that Christ is
a Saviour—** He shall be called JEsUS, be-
cause he shall save lis people from their
sins ;7 “ Without the shedding of blood there
is no remission” of sins. We are “ duried
wigl ilim by baptism into his death.” All
o _ .




“ Buried by Baptism.” I1

‘who can say with Paul, “T am ¢rucefied with
Christ,” can also say with Paul, *“1 am dead
with Christ.” "And he who is “dead” with
Christ is “buried with Christ ;” and he wha
18 ¢ buried ” with Christ is 7usen with Christ.
For such reasons I “hope” that I have been
buried with Christ, through baptism by the
Holy Ghost ento Ais life-giving death.
5 You bring strange things to my ears.
£ Paul brought strange things to the
ears of many besides to the Athenians and
to you. They were as true as strange.
5. How can men be baptlzed “into
CHRIST? ” , |
. Precisely as Josephus says men were
“baptized nio insensibility ; ” and as Cle-
ment says, “ baptized nto impurity.” Such
phrases denote that the baptized persons
come under the full influence of “insensibil-
ity,” or of “1impurity,” and thus are changed
as to their condition. Such forms of ex-
pression denote the baptisms of the Bible.

Na
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Sinners are baptized ‘“into repentance,”
“into remission of sins”—their whole
spiritual condition is changed. The im-
penitent are made penitent; the guilty are
made “ white as snow.” This baptism (the
work of the Holy Ghost) is magnified by a
special ordinance in which WATER (syn-
~ bolically applied to the body) denotes that
PURIFICATION EFFECTED IN THE SOUL BY
THE ATONING BLOOD OF CHRIST, received
by faith, which is th.e Work of the Holy
Ghost. _

B. You have ogiven me something to
think about. -

i Ma&y God Z)Zess yow wn éﬁmkmg /

PHILLIPS & HUNT, 805 Broadway, New York.
' TRACT DEPARTMENT.




