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CHURCH GROWTH RESEARCH CENTRE

_ Post Bag 768, Kilpauk, Madras-600 010, INDIA Telephone
 Office : 109, 6th St., Secretariat Colony 663972
¥ Publisher of INDIA CHURCH GROWTH QUARTERLY

Dr. R. E. HEDLUND. Coordinator

The Board Members
Church Growth Associ ation of India.

Dear Board Members

I am herewith enclosing a four-page reply to

TRACI Semirmr - by Mr. George David, ( his
address 1s: 1 Bakery o Mhow, M.P,)
: l“h.: been CM{MM .' Dr. R.E. ’“'“.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Paul Robin Viswasam.,
Adninistrative Assistant.

Encl:s A &4 page write~up by Mr. G, David,

»
L
An institution offenng indian ‘udies and research
oponsored by CHURCH GROWFNH>RETOT IRTTON "IN'DIA-REG, No. 2461 1978,
OF ASBURY THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY



I would 11ke to discuss the questions raised by K, Chandy questioning
the validity of the Church Growth principles of Ur. loneld McGravan,
One of the questions as K. Chandy has framed £, is: "Should the
Church In India continue to encourage/tolerste/use the caste system

in the comwersion of non-Christians?”,

I would 1ike to pofint out that the way the question has been [rawed,

betreys the fact that the guastioner has not Taken the trouble to
understand the Church Growth princinles of the Mehraven 3Chool.

The main thrust of Pr. McSawren's thesls is that no man i3 an islend,
Every single human being i3 o member of a social group or homogensous
unit. Vital decisfons such as responding to & new religious teachéng
which af fects vérim aspects of a pe son's life, are uswaily arrived
at through prolonged delibaration by sub-groups witaln the group.
These decisfons are often what Meluyren terss wulti-individuel decis-

jons,

Simply steted, this is @ process of group dynsmics thet apply to
hunen Heings all) over the glabe, In western countries, however, where

religion 13 & marginal istue and mot often tha coherence centre of

socizl groups, people cen make decisions about thelr religious falth
individually, without disturbing their inter-personal relectfonsnips with
other members of their primery groups. This 1s not the case in Lastern
socfeties where religion 18 the coherence cencre of primary groups to

which pecple belong, Hence the fndividual oriented methods favoured oy
evangelicais in Indis fail to comunicate the Gospel in such & way a3

to challenge pecple to consfder the claims of Christ.

Ko Chandy's question should be re-stated thus if it is to be framed with
a proper understanding of Church Growth arinciples. “Should the Church

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION
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Church Growth principles , arisen out ofthe faf lure to discern the
distinction between the basic seciological reality of the primary

group { or homogenrcous unit ) and the Hindu caste group.

A Hindu caste or rather sub=caste is @ homogeneous social group.
Sut what meny of us fail to notice is that the dindu casta System
is much more than a homogenous soct al group. What constitutes it -
a caste system is the religious presupposftions of i nduism super

tmoosed on the basic sociological structure of social groups.

It presup osec that a perso, helongs to a particular caste because
of the merits and de-metits scquired in @ previous biﬂh. What
rms @ simple social group Into a caste, is the |ufuﬂon of

transfo

thare are thousands, not & or 5 as sepularly assumed) has a particular
sesition §n the hierarchy, GEvery caste has some castes sbove 1t, some

below and some more or less of the same soclal status. M! social
dining etc., are strictly regulated by the

inter cource, marriagd,
poi‘lt‘lan that @ person has by virtue of the caste to which he belongs.

te {3 o matter of common knowledge that nefther religious reform nor

civil Jeg’statfon heve succeeded in effacing the fnherent evils
nerpetuated by this system through the centurdes. They cannot , in fuct
he effaced until the religious pre-~suppositions under=lying them are

! effaced,

vhat Or, McGarvan endossed is not the caste system. He is trying to
point out the sasic social reality of the homogencus group and the
process of decision making within such groups. It appeers that even

after considerable exposure to Church Growth, Seminers and Literature,

the Lud-riof the Church in India have as m fcl lod botne u mmmm

onch §Is of the flesh,

| ; ' !‘ | \ s » rr - and
M Lus e 4 SUCESS 0T THRE Fosy 11t 5e P“P‘. to l 5‘“
because 1t has . S %)

chat too for mogives of ©oc! ol o '
Such m troubled me Tor o e . when I firse W“O y
. NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSiGN r -_ '“' . Gt . ; .,
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of the group approach in Evangelism. The outcome of this study has
haen published as a TRACI Reasearch Monograph. I have as @& resuvit,

come to the conclusfon that man's existence as person=in-community

constitutes the very structure of men as God has made him. Conseq-

uently, the group appreech is not only theologically sound, but 1s
more feasable theh the tndividual orfented approach in evangelism,

The fact 1s that decisfon making 1s & muth-individual process within

& homogensous group. This is » socfel reality. This simply follows from

the faet that God has chosen to make men persons-in relztion rather then
individuals in isolation. It follows that the People Movement approach
in evengelism 1s not of ftself a method that is of the flesh nor is ft of
jeself spiritual.. 1If spiritual men who discern the principies of group
dynamics use it without pendering to unspirfcual motives, it can prove to
be the channel of bringing the blessing of salvation in Christ te wany,
But, 1t moy fust as well be used &s a clever techinique by unspi ritual
men leading to prosetytising to the Christian faith or Islam or any other

Here we have only touched on some of the salientpoints underlying the

- -

common mi scenceptionsebout Church Growth prénciples. A proper ¢larifi
cation would require @ more elaborate discussion of the subject. Those
fncerested should study particularly some of Dr. McGavran's own books.

If the Church in Indla 13 serfcus about executing the Greot Commission,
we need to make a serfous efrfert to understand and spply the orinciples

of Church Growth.

The last point raised by K. Chandy in the TRACL Seminar s the possibiifty
of our convincing the tovernment that we are not enguged in m["yﬂﬂn :

It is not the Govermic:
hue and cry about corcarsions.

nlllﬁ] them,

NOT TO BE USED WITHOUT COPYRIGHT PERMISSION ' 1
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j ‘n the fine distinction that wve make between conversion and

Jesides, nefther the present Goverment mor the 5. are interested

Soth thase activitias carrfed out efther by Christians

pma'yt"ﬁo
or Muslims are equally obnoxicus to thar, This question is

therefore bHetter left unanswered.

Of greater faportance s that we be more sangitive to tne nigher
fathority, “no has entrusced us with the solemn cumission to lead
people from bondoge to freedom, This {13 often @ task to be
carried out 'n obscurity on the grossgast level., 1§ involves

years ofbullding bonds of friendly personai relacionships with non-
Christian Ffollles and groups of Tamilias, These relationsaips then
become the medium of Christian Comunicstion. The message of the
Gospel needs to circulate by word and examplie within the net work of
ghese inter-personal relatfonships. This is the precicical fapact
of the principles of Church Growth which when transleted to action
demands costly parsonal self giving and fdentification, '
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Rev, Jaﬂon BSe Dhar"ﬂaraj. Mo 4o .BlDl;DIPIm.
General Secretary,

Indlan Mlselonary Soclety,

Tirunelvely -

Dear Rev. Jason Dharmaral,

Thank you for your letter of Ord August. 1 apologlze for
the late reply.

I an most eager to see your article about the conversions
of Harljans to Islam.

My office has been instructed to send a copy of the Frlends
of TRACI Newsletter to you,

Many thanke for your comments on thls laportant subject.

Youre in Christ,
Roger E, Hedlund., -

RFH/ R
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